
HOUSE....No. 88

QTommomucaltf) of illassacljusctts.

H ouse of R epresentatives, March 18, 1857.

The Joint Standing Committee on Federal Relations, to whom 
were referred the several Petitions for an Appropriation in 
Aid of the Free State Settlers in Kansas, have considered the 
same and Report as follows.

R E P O R T .

In the view of your Committee, no one who has studied the 
history of events in this country, can doubt that the General 
Government has departed from the policy of the fathers of the 
Republic.

Starting, in 1776, with the great truth,—that all men are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,—the fathers 
of the Republic endeavored to inaugurate a policy which would 
ultimately make practical this great and fundamental principle, 
in every section of the country.

Under the conviction of the truth of this great idea, they 
formed, in 1787, a Constitution from which oven the word slave
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was excluded, lest, in after time, it should give rise to the idea 
that man, in their estimation, could rightfully hold property in 
man. In the same year, they passed the famous ordinance 
which excluded slavery from every foot of territory they then 
possessed.

These facts prove clearly, that it was the settled policy of the 
fathers of the Republic to render freedom national.

In 1803, the purchase of the whole Louisiana Territory was 
made. The North, almost wholly absorbed in schemes of gain, 
seemed to leave the government mainly to the direction of a 
class of men at the South, whom leisure and interest led*to the 
study of politics.

In 1811, when the attention of the whole country was turned 
to the great contest then going on in Europe, and when we as a 
nation, were on the verge of being involved in that contest, the 
policy of the fathers, without awakening the fears of the North, 
was, for the first time, directly departed from. Louisiana, 
which originally formed po part of the confederacy, was admit
ted into the Union as a Slave State. At this period, the ruling 
class at the South began to realize the element of power it pos
sessed by the Constitution, in the principle of slave representa
tion.

Therefore, carefully avoiding every thing that should awaken 
the free people of the North to its real designs, the Slave Power 
went steadily on, extending its power more and more in the 
government, and maturing its plans for the admission of new 
Slave States, by inducing slaveholders to settle upon the terri
tory of the Louisiana purchase. At this time, and in fact up 
to the year 1820, the North had hardly recognized the interest 
of slavery as a distinct element of power in our system. Some 
few far seeing men, to be sure, perceived the lurking enemy and 
sounded the note of alarm, but were for the most part unheeded 
at the North, or ridiculed as crazy fanatics, whilst by the South 
they were branded as men hostile to the Union, and under that 
stigma were forced into obscurity or compelled to silence.

In 1820, the struggle in Europe, which had, for a quarter of 
a century, convulsed the whole civilized world, was over.

This country, enjoying the blessings and reaping the rewards 
of peace, had leisure to turn its attention to its internal policy, 
and to inquire how far it had carried into practice the policy
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marked out by the fathers of the Republic, or to note how widely 
it had departed from that policy.

No sooner was the policy of the fathers attempted to be 
applied to the admission of Missouri, than the Slave Power 
revealed itself with all its “ devilish enginery,” arrayed for the 
contest. Then, for the first time, the North seemed to realize 
there was an organized power in the country hostile to Liberty. 
The Slave Power, in this first memorable contest, found itself 
strong enough to ingraft a new principle upon the national pol
icy. The claim was like that of a man who has already seized, 
by violence, upon half his neighbor’s farm, and then proposes 
to leave the other half unmolested on the condition that lie shall 
have equal rights upon the portion seized, with the original and 
real owner. Thus the Slave Power, having seized by partial 
settlement, a part of Freedom’s domain, proposed to compro
mise the dispute by dedicating, unreservedly and forever to 
Freedom, the territory, with the exception of Missouri, lying 
north of 30° 30' N. lat.

This proposition in respect to the Louisiana Territory, by 
which the Slave Power gained much and lost nothing, by which 
Liberty yielded much and gained nothing, was forced through 
congress by threats and bravado, by meaningless promises and 
unjustifiable assumptions on the part of the slaveholders, backed 
up in the final vote by a few craven souls of the North. Not
withstanding this proposition, called by the South a compact, 
was literally forced upon the country, against the judgment and 
conscience of the North, yet the North resolved to abide by it, 
and faithfully carry out its conditions whether expressed or 
implied.

Believing this to be a final settlement of the slavery question, 
the North went quietly and devotedly to its merchandise, its 
manufactures, and its plans of honest gain, whilst the Slave 
Power was left unmolested, to arrange other schemes of expan
sion and look out for other regions to plunder. Texas was col
onized by buccaneering slaveholders, and then, with its irre- 
pealable pro-slavery constitution, foisted upon this country under 
the pretense of extending the area of freedom.

Next followed the Mexican War, with its accessions of terri
tory, which opened the way for new concessions on the part of 
Freedom, under the specious name, indeed, of compromises.
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These settlements, sealed as they were by the passage of the 
infamous Fugitive Slave Bill, were acquiesced in by the leading 
influences of the great parties which at that time divided the 
nation, and were proclaimed throughout the length and breadth 
of this country, under the sounding title of finalities. Just as 
though there could be any other finality to wrong than its utter 
overthrow and extinction.

The moral sense of the North seemed stunned and paralyzed 
by the severity of the blows which had fallen upon it in fear
fully quick succession. Even the imagination of the most 
zealous abolitionist had not pictured in the slave interest, a 
power so ferociously audacious as to demand, or in the North a 
moral sense so debased, or a spirit so craven, as to permit the 
passage of a Bill so inhuman, so unchristian, so unconstitu
tional, as the Fugitive Slave Bill. As the tiger is rendered 
more fierce by the taste of blood, so the Slave Power was ren
dered more haughty and exacting by success. Before the North 
had time to recover its moral consciousness, the sentinels of 
freedom at Washington, again sounded the note of alarm. A 
new and most astounding outrage was not only contemplated 
but on the verge of actual execution. The chief conspirators 
had already, by threats and promises, marshalled the assassins 
of liberty. The Missouri compact itself was to be abrogated. 
The fertile fields of Kansas, which for more than thirty years 
had been set aside as a rich reversion to freedom, were to be 
rendered sterile by the burning tread of the Slave Power.

The appeal of the friends of freedom at Washington was 
heard by the masses of the North with the silence ol incredu
lity. Moderate politicians held the repeal of the Missouri com
pact to be an impossibility. Radical men, who believed the 
Slave Power faithless enough, yet doubted its ability to annul 
an act so sacred in the minds of the people as was the Missouri 
compact, which leading slaveholders had pronounced as binding 
as the constitution itself. The result, however, showed that, 
through the debauched moral sentiment of the North, the slave 
oligarchy possessed a power commensurate with the wickedness 
of its will. The barrier which had hitherto stopped the advance 
of slavery northward, was broken down, and the lands which 
had been so solemnly guaranteed and consecrated to free labor 
by the Slave Power itself, were, in defiance of the most binding
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obligations, laid open to those who make merchandise of men, 
who coin gold from the unpaid laborer, who extort labor by the 
lash, the thumbscrew, and every other means of torture the 
ingenuity of inhumanity can invent.

Prior, however, to this great violation of plighted faith, the 
Slave Power had organized secret lodges on the very territory 
which, some years before, had been surreptitiously transferred 
from freedom to Missouri. The members of these lodges were 
bound by a most solemn oath, at whatever risk, at whatever 
expense, at whatever sacrifice, to force slavery upon Kansas.

These societies, according to the report of the Kansas investi
gating committee appointed by congress, embraced great num
bers of the citizens of Missouri, and were extended into other 
slave States and into the territory. The Kansas congress com
mittee add:—

“ This dangerous society was controlled by men who avowed 
their purpose to extend slavery into the territory at all hazards, 
and was altogether the most effective instrument in organizing 
the subsequent armed innovations and forays.”

Tlius feeling secure of success, the Slave Power very gener
ously coupled the repeal of the compact with the condition that 
the character of the institutions in Kansas should be determined 
by the actual settlers. The Free Power, waiving the rights 
implied by the policy of the fathers of the republic, waiving its 
rights guaranteed by compact, waiving the advantage slavery 
possessed by contiguity of position and by actual possession of 
the commodious ways of ingress into the territory, with a trust
ing faith in the promises of the Slave Power, which its oft 
repeated treachery little justified, entered the friendly race for 
peaceful possession. The Free States and the Slave States 
encouraged their citizens respectively to emigrate and make 
homes in Kansas.

That the Slave States made an effort to settle Kansas, the 
report of the congress Kansas committee abundantly proves. 
The report says :—

“ Within a few days after the organic law passed, and as soon 
as its passage could be known on the border, leading citizens of 
Missouri crossed into the territory, held squatter meetings, and 
then returned to their homes. Among their resolutions are the 
following:—
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“ That we will afford protection to no abolitionist as a settler 
of this territory.” “ That we recognize the institution of slavery 
as already existing in this territory, and advise slaveholders to 
introduce their property as early as possible.”

With a different spirit, Massachusetts, by deeds and by words 
of assurance, stimulated and encouraged her citizens to leave 
their prosperous and quiet homes, and wend their way with 
their families to distant Kansas, in order that there freedom 
might secure a peaceful triumph and free labor a glorious heri
tage. During the summer and fall of 1854 and the spring of 
1855, immigration flowed into Kansas from all quarters. Many, 
who entered the territory as propagandists of slavery, on wit
nessing the thrift of free labor, became the firm friends of free
dom. It was evident to every observer, that in a peaceful 
struggle, freedom and free labor would triumph.

The Slave Power had foreseen such a result from the outset, 
and had early organized societies by the name of “ Sons of the 
South,” to meet and counteract it. The oligarchy resolved to 
seize by force and fraud an empire they despaired of winning by 
fair competition. Secretly, bands of men were organized, armed, 
equipped, and provisioned in Missouri. When the day of elec
tion in the territory drew near, these bands were marched, mar
shalled like an invading army, with drums and trumpets, with 
banners and cannon, into the territory. They took possession 
of the ballot-boxes, and completely controlled the elections.

Some idea of the number of the invaders and of the effect ol 
their votes on the elections, can be gathered from the minutes 
of the Kansas investigating committee. Take, for instance, the 
election of March 80, 1855. The whole number of votes was 
6,307—the number of illegal votes, 4,908. At this election the 
notorious Kansas legislature was chosen by these armed bands 
of men, not residents in the territory. Of course, no person, 
who has any respect for the purity of the ballot-box, or any just 
appreciation of the sacredness of the right of the elective fran
chise, would claim that any Kansas man should feel himself 
bound by any subsequent acts of this legislature any more than 
he would by the acts of men elected by Hindoos or Hottentots, 
and styling themselves the Kansas legislature.

This legislature, however, subsequently enacted laws which 
would, had they been binding on the people of Kansas, to all
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intents and purposes, have disfranchised the Free State settlers, 
constituting, as admitted by the pro-slavery writers, a large 
majority of the actual settlers in Kansas; laws more bloody 
than those of Draco,—for his laws only punished crimes with 
death, these punished the Christian virtues with a like penalty; 
laws to which no man could swear fealty and retain either his 
Christianity or his self-respect.

Being thus without law, a majority of the people of Kansas at 
length resolved, in accordance with the example of other terri
tories, to call a convention preparatory to the election of dele
gates to form a State constitution, and to take the necessary 
steps to be admitted into the Union as a State. It is unneces
sary to trace out the successive steps taken. Suffice it to add, 
that the investigating committee, after the most careful exami
nation, say in their report: “ These proceedings were regular,
and, in the opinion of your committee, the constitution thus 
adopted fairly expresses the will of a majority of the settlers.”

The civilization of this age stands astounded at the barbarous 
means the Slave Power has been ready to adopt to accomplish 
its ends. Yet your Committee see no incongruity in the case. 
Slavery being the “ sum of all villanies,” cannot reasonably be 
supposed to have conscientious scruples about the measures it 
shall adopt. Fraud, intrigue, bravado, infidelity to compacts, 
lawlessness, conspiracy, assassination, fire and faggot, are the 
legitimate concomitants of slavery, and the concentrated logic of 
the pseudo-chivalry of the present day. The only question is, 
when it will be policy to use these instruments.

The Slave Power early set its heart upon making Kansas a 
slave State, and, finding itself frustrated irt every attempt, 
whether by the working of the Janus-faced organic law of May 
30,1854, or by the rape of the ballot-box March 30, 1855, to 
foist slavery upon Kansas, resolved to resort to the more extreme 
though, perhaps, less reprehensible means of fire and sword, 
openly to plant slavery there, in defiance of modern civilization, 
in defiance even of squatter sovereignty.

The oligarchy having dispersed the Free State legislature by 
the military arm of the central government, sent abroad over 
the territory its myrmidons, young desperadoes, gathered from 
every dram-shop and loafing saloon between Kansas and Mexico. 
These guerrilla bands attacked the Free State settlers, burned
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their dwellings, destroyed their crops, drove away their horses 
and their cattle, insulted, and in many instances, ravished their 
women, and murdered hundreds of quiet and peace-loving citi
zens in cold blood. They punished free speech as a crime, 
destroyed printing presses, in combined force cannonaded and 
burned the Free State hotel, sacked Lawrence, took possession of 
the great national thoroughfares, plundered and sent pennyless 
back hundreds of Free State emigrants—American freemen, 
Massachusetts citizens. The call for aid now comes up to us 
from our fellow-citizens in Kansas; from the men who have 
periled property and life for a principle ; who have periled 
property and life to vindicate your right and my right to travel 
unmolested upon our great national thoroughfares, to settle 
upon our national domain, to speak our own free thoughts, 
to sit quietly in the cabin raised by the toil of our own 
hands, with a consciousness that no man can call us slave; 
in fine, to preserve to free labor its consecrated heritage. 
The call of these men, our fellow-citizens, comes up to us. 
Shall we refuse to respond to it? We have by words encour
aged their departure, cheered on their course, admired their 
patience, approbated their fortitude, and, at last, when patient 
endurance was no longer a virtue, and the preservation of their 
“ natural, essential and inalienable rights ” forced upon them 
the stern necessity of a conflict by arms, we have gloried in 
their heroism.

To be sure, their pressing necessities have been partially 
relieved by private contributions. But these private contribu
tions have been nearly or quite exhausted, and being precarious 
at the best, woufd certainly be too tardy to meet any exigency 
that may arise in the future.

But moreover, can Massachusetts be true to her past history, 
time to her own dignity, true to her recorded words, and true 
to her own prospective interests, 'without answering this call of 
our fellow-citizens in Kansas by a munificent appropriation?

Your Committee deem it a sufficient answer to those who urge 
that Kansas is now quiet and therefore needs no aid, to say, that 
the late news from Kansas bears a more threatening aspect 
than did the news from that country one year ago. Then we 
have the concurring testimony of Gov. Robinson, Mr. Whitman, 
Gen. Pomeroy, Mr. Brown, Hon. Eli Thayer, Judge Conway and
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Gov. Reeder, and other reliable Kansas men, that the Free State 
settlers do need the appropriation to enable them to sustain 
themselves upon the soil of Kansas.

Besides, should it appear to those intrusted with the dis
bursement of this appropriation, that circumstances have 
changed, that no exigency exists, and should no exigency arise 
during the year, then no money will be drawn from the treas
ury. The grant asked is wholly contingent. And should the 
present lull prove the herald of a lasting quiet, and the trustees 
or commissioners find no pressing necessities in the present, 
Massachusetts will, without the sacrifice of substance, have an 
opportunity to show herself as noble and generous as she has 
the reputation of being free and fearless. Precedents are not 
wanting of National and State donations. Congress sent a 
national ship to relieve the starving peasantry of Ireland, and 
the beneficent act was followed by the benedictions of the civil
ized world. The legislature of Vermont, at its last session, 
appropriated twenty thousand dollars to aid the Free State set
tlers in Kansas, and the public sentiment of Massachusetts 
commended the act.

What stands in the way of an appropriation by Massachu
setts ? Is Massachusetts poor, and cannot therefore afford it ? 
Her granaries, bursting with plenty, her warehouses, gorged with 
merchandise, her commerce, that draws profit from every mart, 
her manufactures, which find a market in every zone, her varied 
and ever cumulative industry, give an emphatic no to the 
question.

Is such an appropriation constitutional ? Your Committee 
have given careful attention to this point, and in their view 
such an appropriation is in no respect repugnant to the spirit or 
provisions of the constitution. Such an appropriation would 
be for the “ good and welfare of the Commonwealth,” and 
hence can be constitutionally granted. The whole corporating 
power rests upon the supposed fact that corporations subserve 
indirectly the well-being of the State. The present grant con
templates the prospective as well as present interest of the 
State.

Then again, the names of eminent lawyers and judges, who 
have petitioned for this appropriation, deserve to be considered 

2
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as weighty authority in favor of its constitutionality. More 
than this, the people at large have sent in their petitions numer
ously signed, and they are the proper judges of what the inter
est of the State requires.

Massachusetts has frequently erected monuments of granite 
and marble to the memory of those who fought and bled in our 
Revolutionary struggle, and in this she has done wisely ; not 
that the memory of the fathers required it, but a free state 
policy requires it, in order that these monuments upon our 
battle fields may serve as altars on which to preserve the fires 
of liberty. Shall she now refuse to add her mite to the fund 
that is to create a monument to liberty more enduring than 
piles of granite or sculptured marble ; to create a State whose 
thronging millions shall in the distant future echo back to old 
Massachusetts, the mother of Free States, the exultant shout of 
“ liberty to all, and slavery to none ?”

Massachusetts in 1854, among other things, resolved as 
follows

“ Resolved, That we can hold it as nothing less than a viola
tion of plighted faith to annul all that part of the Missouri 
Compromise which remains to be fulfilled for the benefit of 
Freedom and the Free States, while all that part which was in
tended for the benefit of Slavery and the Slave States is rigidly 
insisted upon, and has fully been executed.”

This Resolution was passed whilst the Nebraska Bill was pend
ing before congress. It bears on its face the evidence that 
Massachusetts well understood the indignity offered to her in 
common with the other Free States, by the power which in 1820 
stripped her of one-half the territory, which, on the principle 
laid down by the fathers of the Republic, rightfully belonged to 
freedom, and, having reaped all its share of the advantages out 
of the bargain then driven, now proposes to break the compact 
and take possession of the other half.

And Massachusetts further adds, that “ the supporters of the 
Nebraska Bill must forever bear the responsibility, and be 
answerable for all the fearful consequences of so flagrant an act 
of injustice.”
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Now what is the use of resolving and rc-resolving that we, as 
a State, are insulted, and abused, and deprived of our rights, 
unless there is an intention of doing something as a State to 
right those wrongs ? If it is said we can do nothing as a State, 
this is but a confession that the States are enslaved; and the 
phrase, independent and sovereign State, had better become 
obsolete. Again, what consequences other than those which the 
Slave Power desires, are likely to result from a meek submis
sion to its arrogant assumptions ? The Slave Power well 
understands the value of mere resolutions, and hence, while the 
Free Power resolves, it acts. It has just acted through the 
supreme court of the United States, in the Dred Scott case.

But it is evident Massachusetts repudiates the idea that she 
has constitutionally no ability to act. For in 1855, she

“ Resolved, That this Commonwealth is ready, if necessary, 
to aid with her whole power the governor of Kansas, and the 
people of that Territory, or any other Territory or State, in 
support of constitutional rights, by whomsoever infringed.”

The Hon. A. H. Reeder was, at the time of the passage of 
this Resolution, the governor of Kansas, and is now the earnest 
advocate of the constitutionality and necessity of State aid. 
In a letter to Judge Conway, dated December 5, 1856, he 
says:—

“ The cause of Free Kansas has been for the last two years my 
sole occupation, and there is, probably, no view of the case I 
have not diligently and anxiously considered. Kansas, if left 
to its natural course under the present rule of Missouri, will as 
certainly become a Slave State, as that an object will drift down 
the current; and that, too, although there is a majority of Free 
State citizens; for the government is not that of a majority, but 
of a minority perpetuating its own rule, and protected by a 
league with Missouri.” Again, after discussing revolution, he 
says: “ The only remaining remedy is, to sustain those already
on the soil, and fill up the territory with new settlers, until they 
shall outnumber the thousands of men from Missouri who inva
riably vote at our elections by the connivance of those who hold
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and control them, and under cover of the infamous election law 
enacted for that very object. Nothing will do this, and at the 
same time protect our present population from the relentless 
policy of impoverishment, persecution and extermination, pur
sued in every conceivable form heretofore, (and destined to be 
carried hereafter as far as possible into the operations of the 
land office,) except a most vigorous and continuous effort, 
backed by a liberal supply of funds. Moneys raised by individ
ual effort must be limited in amount, and require immense labor 
and no small expense to collect them. The field has already 
been largely gone over and considerably exhausted. Without 
legislative aid, it is highly probable that we cannot accomplish 
much beyond what we have already done. Why, then, should 
not northern legislators aid the enterprise ? ” “ The object is
not one which contemplates the least interference with the func
tions of the federal government, but is simply a donation of 
money to relieve the necessities of late fellow-citizens now set
tled in the territory, and to aid men to emigrate and settle 
there, with a view to advance the power and glory of our com
mon country—to promote incidentally the progress and the 
welfare of every Northern State, and at the same time, legally 
and peacefully, by unobjectionable means, to counteract the vile 
despotism and oppression which is striving by force and fraud to 
stay and pervert the natural course and consequences of our 
country’s institutions.”

Your Committee deem these views of Gov. Reeder highly 
reasonable and practicable, and in view of the resolutions of 
Massachusetts in the past, they are unable to see how the pro
posed appropriation can be refused without utterly repudiating 
the positions heretofore deliberately taken by Massachusetts, 
and by act, declaring to the suffering men and women of Kansas 
that all our fine wrought expressions of sympathy were but a 
pretense.

Again, a broad and enlightened State policy requires that 
such an appropriation should be made. Massachusetts is a com
mercial and manufacturing State. Whatever, therefore, tends 
to open an extensive market for her manufactures or her mer
chandise, will be sure to add greatly to her prosperity.
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Whatever tends to develop the resources of States naturally- 
adapted to the growth of products which Massachusetts con
sumes but does not produce, equally enhances her material 
prosperity. The thrift, enterprise, and populousness of the Free 
States, lying, as many of them do, under a rugged climate, and 
possessing a naturally ungrateful soil, compared with the un
thrifty, exhausted and sparsely populated Slave States, lying 
under a most congenial climate, and possessing naturally a most 
fertile soil, is proof beyond question that tlie material prosperity 
of Massachusetts requires that Kansas should be made a Free 
State. And it should be borne in mind that the contest now is 
not merely for Kansas, but for the whole territory, north and 
west of Kansas.

The men, who by their position and means of information 
would be most likely to understand the real nature and probable 
result of affairs in Kansas, tell us without hesitation, that, not
withstanding the present apparently auspicious lull, Kansas will 
most certainly become a Slave State, unless something is done 
to stimulate and keep up emigration from the Free States.

What course so likely to effect this desirable result, and also 
breathe fresh vigor into the courageous hearts already there, as 
the testimony of our sympathy for the noble cause in which 
they have embarked their all, by an appropriation of material 
aid ? Now, when discouragement seems in a measure to pervade 
the ranks of the slavery propagandists, is no time for the Free 
States to falter in their efforts, and thus give an apparently dis- 
comfitted party an opportunity to triumph by our inaction. 
Such, hitherto, has been our course in every contest with the 
Slave Power. We have listened to the siren voice of those who 
have ever stood ready with their soothing opiates; we have 
drunk the fatal draughts presented to us, and awakened from 
the stupor they caused only to find our treasure stolen, and to 
witness the unavailing clamors of the North beseeching heaven 
above, and the Slave Power beneath, to give them back what 
they once rightfully possessed, and might have retained, but for 
their own supineness and inaction.

Therefore your Committee would recommend, as a measure 
demanded by the dignity of the State, by the history and pledges 
of the past, by our present and prospective interests, in fine, by
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a broad, enlightened and Christian state policy, the passage of 
the accompanying Preamble and Resolves, drafted by Mr. Wells, 
of Chicopee, Chairman on the part of the House, in behalf of 
the Committee.

0. W. ALBEE, Chairman, j
J. M. MERRICK, j Senate.

J. W. WARD, House.

The undersigned join in recommending the adoption of the 
accompanying Resolves, for the reasons set forth in the Preamble 
thereof.

JOHN WELLS, )
JOHN L. SWIFT, ) House
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(Hommomucaltl) of Jttassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

R E S O L V E S

For the Relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas.

Whereas, The territories of the United States are held in 
trust for the common benefit of the people of the United States; 
—and

Whereas, Congress has declared that the people of any State 
or Territory ought to be left “ perfectly free to form and regu
late their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only 
to the Constitution of the United S ta t e s —and

Whereas, In violation of these rights, attempts have been 
made to force upon the inhabitants of the Territory of Kansas 
an institution repulsive to their principles and ruinous to their 
interests and to the best interests of the whole country;—and 

Whereas, The accomplishment of this purpose has hereto 
fore been sought by usurpation of the powers of government 
through fraud and violence,—by disfranchisement of a large 
portion of the bona fide settlers and residents of the territory,— 
by the imposition of “ unconstitutional, inhuman and disgrace
ful” laws,—by the unjust and unlawful exercise of judicial and 
ministerial authority,—accompanied by organized invasion and
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destruction of the property, the means of subsistence, and even 
the lives of peaceable settlors,—with the avowed purpose to 
expel and repel from the territory all who should oppose the 
introduction of slavery and its customs ;—and

Whereas, Those who have obtained control of the territorial 
government have shown, by their recent acts, a relentless pur
pose to persist in the same course of usurpation, injustice and 
disregard of the rights of the inhabitants of the territory, and 
to perpetuate their power by the organization of a State govern
ment under the auspices of their own peculiar mode of regu
lating the elective franchise ;—and

Whereas, There is reason to apprehend that the execu
tion of this purpose may be attended by a repetition of those 
outrages which so recently reduced the free state settlers to the 
verge of destitution and despair;—and

Whereas, Citizens of Massachusetts, who have gone thither 
to seek, for themselves and their families, new homes in that 
territory, in accordance with their rights under the constitution 
and laws of the United States, would necessarily be involved in 
the common disaster of such an event;—and

Whereas, The success of such a renewed attempt, either by 
the expulsion and exclusion of free state settlers, or their sub
jugation to the condition of “ poor whites,” would not only be 
destructive of their property and rights, but also of the rights 
which every citizen of Massachusetts has to avail himself of his 
common interest in the lands so held in trust for the equal 
benefit of all the people of the United States;—and

Whereas, Not only the highest interests, but the honor of 
the Commonwealth must suffer serious harm if such a catas
trophe should be permitted to occur from the neglect to provide 
relief and means of sustenance, such as the State may supply 
consistently with the constitution and laws of the United 
States, and such as those settlers, who have emigrated from 
Massachusetts to the common territory, may well expect to 
receive from the Commonwealth through which they derived 
their rights as citizens of the United States. Now, therefore,

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated, to be expended, if neces
sary, or so much thereof as may be necessary, for the relief
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of such settlers in the Territory of Kansas as are, or may here
after be reduced to want, by ravages committed upon them in 
unlawful attempts to exclude or expel such settlers from the 
territory, on account of their predilections for a free state con
stitution.

Resolved, That three discreet persons, citizens of Massachu
setts, shall be appointed, in such manner as shall be hereafter 
provided by law, or by joint order of the senate and house of 
representatives; or, in case no provision shall be made by the 
legislature now in session, then they shall be appointed by the 
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, within 
thirty days after the final adjournment of the legislature ; who 
shall be charged with the authority and the duties conferred 
and imposed by these Resolves; who shall give bonds, to the 
satisfaction of the governor, for the faithful performance of 
the duties of their commission; and shall render to him a 
full account and report of their expenditures and proceedings.

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Commissioners, 
appointed in accordance with the foregoing Resolve, to procure 
early, full and reliable information of the condition, prospects 
and necessities of the settlers in Kansas; and in case that 
peaceable, bona fide settlers should be stripped of their means 
of subsistence, and brought into danger of suffering, or of being 
compelled to abandon the Territory by a recurrence of inva
sions and outrages such as have heretofore been visited upon the 
people of that Territory, the Commissioners aforesaid shall be 
authorized to make provision for the relief of their necessities, in 
such manner, consistent with the constitution and laws of the 
United States, and to such extent as they shall judge best.

Resolved., That besides the relief authorized in the foregoing 
Resolve, said Commissioners may render such aid as they shall 
deem necessary or expedient, in protecting and defending, in 
the courts of the Territory and of the United States, the consti
tutional and legal rights of such peaceable and deserving settlers 
therein, or of such citizens of Massachusetts being in the Terri
tory, as may be exposed to the loss of life, liberty or property, 
by the unjust decrees of the pretended legislature of that Terri- 
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tory, or by the unwarranted exercise or abuse of judicial or 
ministerial authority.

Resolved, That one thousand shares of the Western Railroad 
stock, held by the State and not otherwise appropriated, shall 
be set apart and placed at the disposal of the Commissioners afore
said. And said Commissioners are hereby authorized to make 
sales of said shares, from time to time, whenever it shall be 
necessary for the execution of the purposes of these Resolves, 
and to such an amount as in their judgment shall be required 
therefor. And the prbceeds of such sales, and the income of 
said shares until sold, shall be taken to be the limit of the appro
priation made, and expenditures authorized, by these Resolves.

Resolved, That the authority of tlm Commissioners aforesaid 
shall expire at the end of eighteen months from the time of their 
appointment, unless otherwise extended by law.


