
House of Representatives, March 20,1857.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a Bill
in relation to Worthless Bank Bills, have considered the same,
and report the Bill in a new draft.

For the Committee,

WM. H. WOOD.

HOUSE No. 101.

Commonroealtf) of iitassadjuoctts.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—-

1 Sect. 1. If any person shall have in his possession
2 at the same time, five or more uncurrent bank bills or

3 notes, which are worthless as bank bills or notes,
4 knowing the same to be worthless as aforesaid, or

5 papers not bank bills or notes, but made in the simili-
-6 tude of bank bills or notes, or papers purporting to
7 be the bills or notes of any bank which has never ex-

-8 isted, knowing the character of such papers, with in-
-9 tent to pass, utter or circulate the same, or to procure

10 any other person to do so, he shall be punished by

t£ommom»caltl) of itlassartyusetts.
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11 imprisonment in the State prison for not more than
12 five years, or by fine not exceeding five hundred dol-
-13 lars, and by imprisonment in the house of correction
14 not exceeding three years.

1 Sect. 2. Any person who shall utter or pass, or
2 tender in payment as true, any such worthless or un-
-3 current bank bill or note, or any paper not a bank
4 bill or note, but made in the similitude of a bank bill
5 or note, or any paper purporting to be the bill or note
6 of any bank which has never existed, knowing the
7 same to be worthless and uncurrent as aforesaid, with
8 intent to injure and defraud, shall be punished by
9 imprisonment in the State prison for not more than

10 five years, or by fine not exceeding five hundred dol-
-11 lars, and by imprisonment in the house of correction
12 not exceeding three years

1 Sect. 3. Whenever any worthless and uncurrent
2 bank bills or notes, or papers described in this act,
3 shall come to the knowledge of any sheriff, constable,
4 police officer, or other officer of justice, such officer
5 shall seize and take possession of the same; and the
(i same proceedings shall be had in relation to them, as
7 is provided in the one hundred and sixty-eighth chap-
-8 ter of the acts of the year one thousand i<>ht hundred
9 and fifty-five, in relation to counterfeit bank bills.

1 Sect. 4. Every bank now established, or which
2 may be established in this Commonwealth, shall have
3 the same powers, and be subject to the same duties, in
4 relation to the bank bills, notes and papers in this
■5 act described, as are now provided in the three him-
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6 dred and seventy-eighth chapter of the acts of the
7 year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, in
8 relation to counterfeit and altered bills, except that
9 instead of the word “ counterfeit,” or “ altered,” the

10 word “ worthless,” shall he stamped thereon.


