
REMONSTRANCE.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts, in General Court assembled :—

The Lexington and West Cambridge Railroad Corporation,
having been served with an Order of Notice on the Petition of
Jesse P. Pattee and others, praying for a charter for a horse
railroad from West Cambridge to Porter’s, so called, in the vil-
lage of North Cambridge, would respectfully remonstrate
against granting the prayer of said petition, for the following,
among other reasons.

Ist. Such a road is not demanded by any public exigency.
The highways are dedicated to the public for travel in ordinary
vehicles. For this purpose, land, the private property of indi-
viduals, is taken for the construction of the roads, and to this
end the public are taxed for their maintenance and support;
and thoroughfares thus dedicated to the public, arc not to be
taken and devoted to the interests of a private corporation,
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unless there is some crying exigency. In the case before us
there is no such exigency, nor even an ordinary demand.

The village of North Cambridge (or Porter’s, as it is com-
monly called,) has at present a railroad station, conveniently
situated, at which eighteen or twenty passenger trains stop
daily ; and ahorse railroad statidn, within a few minutes’ walk
from the centre of the village, where the cars run to and from
Boston every hour. There is scarcely a village in the Common-
monwealth, of the same population, which enjoys facilities for
travel equal to those now enjoyed by North Cambridge. The
extension of the road, therefore, cannot be required to meet
their wants.

Nor is there any demand for ahorse railroad to accommodate
the town of West Cambridge. The remonstrants’ railroad runs
the whole length of that town, passing directly through their
village, with a station in the most convenient place for their ac-
commodation. The railroad runs nearly parallel to their main
or principal street, and in addition to the station in the centre,
there are three other stations within their limits, none of which
are more than five minutes’ walk from their principal street.?
Beside the accommodation furnished by the Lexington and
West Cambridge Railroad, there is a station on the Fitchburg
Railroad within the limits of the town, and another on the
Lowell Railroad within a very short distance of their boundary.
Under these circumstances it cannot be pretended that there is
any demand for an additional road for their accommodation—-
much less for a horse railroad, which would obstruct and incom-
mode those who now travel upon the highway with their own
teams.

No one acquainted with the facts in the case, can believe for
a moment, that the travel upon a horse railroad from West Cam-
bridge to Porter’s, would be sufficient to sustain the road, and
hence no one would take the stock as an investment. It is
admitted that the branch from the Colleges to Porter’s does not
pay its way; and hence the owners of that road may find it for
their interest to encourage the extension, for the purpose of
bringing travel upon their road. Certain speculators in real
estate have purchased lands on or near the line of the proposed
road, and they no doubt wish to encourage the road that their
proposed house lots may command a higher price. But we think
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that the legislature will hesitate long before they grant a char-
ter to obstruct a public highway, and incommode the public
travel, for the sake of promoting the interest of private specula-
tions.

2d. We protest against the prayer of the petitioners, because
it will interfere directly with the rights granted to the Lexing-
ton and West Cambridge Railroad Corporation. In 1845, cer-
tain public spirited citizens in Lexington and West Cambridge,
obtained a charter to construct a railroad from Lexington, to
unite with the Charlestown Branch Railroad, (now the Fitch-
burg Railroad,) near Porter’s, in Cambridge. The stock taken
up proved insufficient to complete the road, and they were com-
pelled to issue bonds, which were disposed of at a largo discount.
After the road was open for use, it was found that thenet income
of the road was not sufficient to meet the interest on their
bonds. To preserve the character of the company, they were
compelled, for several years, to borrow money to pay this interest.

The business on the road has gradually increased, so that
during the past year we have been able to declare a dividend of
five per cent, on the original stock, that being the first dollar
received by the stockholders since their investment in 1845. In
the mean time, the corporation, being desirous of affording the
greatest possible facilities to the public, have increased the num-
ber of their trains, though they were sensible that by so doing
they were actually reducing their net receipts. We have now
arrived at a point where we hope to be able to pay a dividend of
five or six per cent, to our stockholders, who have already lost
the use of their money for ten years. At the same time, your
remonstrants have always maintained the policy, that it was the
duty of such corporations to afford the public the greatest ac-
commodation possible, after securing to the shareholders a fair
income on their investment; and they have looked forward with
pleasure to a time when they should bo able further to multiply
the number of their trains, and so afford the public better ac-
commodation.

But the granting of the prayer of the petitioners, and estab-
lishing a horse railroad parallel with our road, would disappoint
our anticipations, and indict a deeper injury upon our stock-
holders, who have already suffered severely. The injury in-



REMONSTRANCE. [March,4

flicted upon the remonstrants by granting the prayer of the
petition, would be greatly increased from the peculiar character
of our passengers. One-half of our travel are season ticket
passengers,—being gentlemen who do business in Boston and
Charlestown; and these are transported at actual cost. The
railroads leading into Boston have adopted the policy of granting
season tickets to business men at these low rates, relying upon
the transient travel which they bring upon the roads for their
profits.

Now, if a horse railroad were constructed to West Cambridge,
we have no apprehension that it would take off any considerable
number of our season ticket passengers. Business men could
not afford to spend an hour or an hour and a quarter in coming
to Boston, when they could come in our cars in twenty-five or
thirty minutes. The travel which a horse railroad would take
from us, would be the women and children, and the transient
passengers who have a plenty of time upon their hands. And
it is upon this class, that is, upon the transient travel in dis-
tinction from season ticket passengers, that every railroad cor-
poration must rely for their profits. It is not the number, but
the class of passengers taken by the horse railroad that would
most interfere with our interest, and impair the value of our
road.

While we do not claim an exclusive right to the travel upon
the line of our road, nor maintain that it would be such a vio-
lation of our charter as to make the act of granting another
road strictly unconstitutional, wo do contend that it would be a
departure from that sound and enlightened policy which the
Commonwealth has long cherished, and from which she will,
we trust, be slow to depart. Our money was invested in good
faith, and as long as we faithfully discharge the trust reposed in
us, we are entitled to the protection of the legislature.

Nor would the granting of the petition promote the interests
of the people of West Cambridge. If a horse railroad should
be established, and it should take any considerable amount of
travel from our road, we should bo compelled to reduce the
number of our trains, and so lessen the accommodations we are
now enabled to afford to the people of that town. With the
most ardent desire for their accommodation, we could not be
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expected to run trains at a ruinous loss. If, therefore, our
travel is reduced, we should be under the necessity of mak-
ing a corresponding reduction in facilities now offered to the
travellers.

Impelled hy a sense of duty to ourselves and to the public,
whose interests we wish to promote, we respectfully but earnestly
remonstrate against the granting of the prayer of the petition-
ers ; and shall rely upon the honor and plighted faith of tho
Commonwealth to secure us from any invasion of our rights.

By order of the Directors of the Lexington and West Cam-
bridge Railroad Company.

Office of Lex. and W. Cambridge R. R. Co.,
Boston, March, 1857

WILLIAM STEVENS, Clerk.




