
House op Representatives, April 4,1857.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was
referred the Order of March 11, 1857, relating to Marriages,
have considered the same, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEORGE M. BROWNE.

HOUSE No. 138.
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RELATING TO MARRIAGES. [April,2

AN ACT
In addition to the several Acts in relation to the Solemni-

zation of Marriage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. All marriages shall be celebrated in the
2 presence of two or more credible witnesses besides
3 the minister or justice who shall celebrate the same;
4 and immediately after the celebration of every mar-
-5 riage, a certificate thereof, containing the names and
6 places of residence of the persons joined in marriage,
7 and the time when and the name of the town hi which
8 the marriage was celebrated, shall be made, and such
9 certificate shall be signed by the said minister or jus-
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10 tice, and also by the parties married, and attested by
11 at least two of said -witnesses.

1 Sect. 2. Every minister or justice shall, in the
2 month of April, annually, make a return to the clerk
3 of the town in which he resides, of all the certificates
4 of marriages by him celebrated within the year then
5 last past, which said certificates shall be by such
6 clerks kept and preserved among the archives of the
7 town, and the same shall be forthwith recorded by
8 him in a book to be kept for that purpose.

1 Sect. 3. Every minister or justice who shall neg-
-2 lect to procure such certificate to be made, or neglect
3 to return the same to the clerk of the town, shall,
4 upon conviction thereof, forfeit for each neglect a sum
5 not less than twenty nor more than one hundred dol-
-6 lars, one moiety thereof to the use of the county hr
7 which he resides, and the other moiety to the use of
8 the person Avho shall prosecute therefor.

1 Sect. 4. The seventeenth and eighteenth sections
2 of the seventy-fifth chapter of the Revised Statutes,
3 are hereby repealed.




