
[Substitute offered by Mr. Prescott, of Westford, for Report of Committee.]

AN ACT
Concerning Elections of Representatives in the General

Court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and bp the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. In every town or city which shall here-

-2 after constitute a representative district, according to
3 the twenty-first article of amendment of the constitu-
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4 tion, the meetings for the choice of representatives in
5 the general court shall be called and conducted, the
6 election ascertained, recorded and certified, and in case
7 of failure to elect, a new election ordered, in the mode
8 heretofore provided by the constitution and laws of
9 this Commonwealth for the choice of representatives

10 in such town or city.

1 Sect. 2. In all cities which shall hereafter embrace
2 more than one district for such choice, the warrant
3 for calling the meeting for the election of representa-
-4 tives shall direct that the voters in the several wards
5 in each district, respectively, shall be notified to bring
6 in their votes on one ballot for the representatives to
7 which such district may be entitled, and shall specify
8 the number thereof. Said meetings shall be called,
9 conducted, and the votes therein received, counted,

10 declared, recorded and certified to the mayor and
11 aldermen or board of aldermen, in all other respects
12 in accordance with the provisions of law hitherto
13 existing ; and the mayor and aldermen, or board of
14 aldermen, shall proceed to ascertain the result of the
15 election, cause a record to be made of the same, and
16 cause the same to be certified to the persons elected,
17 in the same manner as is now provided in regard to
18 the representatives of the several cities. Whenever it
19 shall appear to such board that any district has failed
20 to elect the number of representatives to which it is
21 entitled at the election held on the Tuesday next after
22 the first Monday of November, by reason that a suffi-
-23 cient number of persons have not received a plurality
24 of the votes cast, they shall issue their warrant, direct-
-25 ing the inhabitants of such district to be notified to
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26 meet in their respective wards on the fourth Monday
27 of said November, to bring in their votes for the num-
-28 her of representatives necessary to fill such vacancy,
29 which number shall be specified in said Avarrant, and
30 like proceedings shall be had thereupon as in case of
31 the original election of such representatives.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever any city shall be embraced in
2 the same district with any town or towns, the meet-
-3 ings for the election of representatives shall be called,
4 conducted, and the result of the ballotings therein
5 recorded and certified to the mayor and aldermen, or
6 board of aldermen, by the clerks of said city, as pro-
-7 vided in the second section of this act, and the clerk
8 of such city, and the clerk or senior selectman of each
9 town in such district, shall meet at noon on the d,ay fol-

-10 lowing said election, at such place within said district
11 as shall be appointed as hereinafter provided, and shall
12 examine and compare the result of the ballotings and
13 ascertain what persons, if any, have been duly elected
14 representatives of such district, and the said clerks
15 shall make out a certificate of such election, and trans-
-16 mit the same by a constable or other authorized
17 officer, to each person so elected, within ten days after
18 the day of their said meeting. They shall also make
19 out, under their hands, a true and complete return of
20 all the votes cast for representatives in said district,
21 the names of all persons for whom said votes were
22 given, and the number of votes for each person so
23 given, and a record of such return shall be made in
24 the book of records in such towns and city, within
25 four days after the day of their meeting; and a cer-

-26 tificate of such election shall be given under the
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27 hands of the said clerks, and shall be delivered into
28 the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth on
29 or before the first Wednesday in January, in every
30 year.
31 The certificate of such election shall be in sub-
-82 stance as follow's, to wit:—
33 Commonwealtli of Massachusetts, county of
34 Pursuant to a law of this Commonwealth, the quali-
-35 tied voters of Representative District Number

,

36 in their several meetings on the day of Novem-
-37 ber instant, for the choice of representatives in the
38 general court, did elect , being inhabitants
39 of said district, to represent them in the general court
40 to be holden on the first Wednesday of January next.
41 Dated at the day of in the year
42 one thousand eight hundred and
43 The certificate, aforesaid, shall have a return
44 thereon, signed by the officer authorized to give such
45 notice, and stating that notice of the choice was
46 given to the persons therein mentioned to be elected,
47 and that said persons were summoned to attend the
48 general court accordingly.

1 Sect. 4. Whenever two or more towns shall form
2 a representative district, according to the provisions
3 of the twenty-first article of amendment of the con-
-4 stitution, the qualified voters in each of said towns
5 shall meet in their respective towns on the Tuesday
6 next after the fitst Monday of November annually, for
7 the election of as many representatives as such dis-
-8 trict so formed shall be entitled to choose.

1 Sect. 5. All town meetings for the choice of rep-
-2 resentatives, in the general court, shall be called by
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3 the selectmen of each town, in the manner legally
4 established in such towns for calling town meetings ;

5 the warrant for calling the meeting shall direct that
6 the voters shall be notified to bring in their votes on
7 one ballot for the representatives to which such dis-
-8 trict may be entitled, and shall specify the number
9 thereof.

10 The selectmen shall preside in such meetings, and
11 shall have all the powers which are, by law, vested
12 in moderators of town meetings; they shall openly
13 receive, sort and count all the votes there legally
14 given by the qualified voters present, and shall forth-
-15 with, publicly declare the whole number of votes
16 received, the names of all persons for whom said
17 votes were given, and the number of votes for each
18 person, so given. The result of said hallo tings shall
19 be recorded in the town book of records, according
20 to the declaration thereof made, and the selectmen
21 and town clerk shall, forthwith, make out under
22 their hands, and seal up, a true transcript of the
23 record of such result, and deliver the same to the
24 clerk. The clerks of the several towns of such dis-
-25 trict shall meet together, at noon, on the day follow-
-26 ing said election, at a place within the district, to be
27 appointed as hereinafter provided, and shall examine
28'and compare the said transcripts, and ascertain what
29 persons, if any, have been duly elected representatives
30 of such district by the legal voters thereof. In case of
31 the inability of any clerk to attend said meeting, the
32 senior selectman of the said town shall perform the
33 duties of such clerk.
34 The said clerks shall make out a certificate of such

35 election, under their hands, and transmit the same, by a
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36 constable of the town, to each person so elected,
37 within ten days after the day of their said meeting;
38 and a certificate and return of such election shall be
39 given under the hands of said clerks, and shall be
40 delivered into the office of the secretary of the Com-
-41 monwealth on or before the first Wednesday in Jan-
-42 uary in every year, and such certificate and return
43 shall be the same in substance as provided in section
44 three of this act.

1 Sect. 6. Whenever any town or towns shall be
2 embraced in the same district with any ward or wards
3 of any city, the meetings for the elections of represent-
-4 atives in such towns shall be called, conducted, and the
5 result of the ballotings therein recorded and certified,
6 as provided in the fifth section hereof; and the clerks
7 of such wards shall meet with the clerks of such
8 towns, for the purpose of ascertaining what persons, if
9 any, have been elected; and the same proceedings

10 shall be had in relation to making certificates, returns,
11 and records of such election, as provided in the fifth
12 section of this act.

1 Sect. 7. If upon examination and comparison of
2 the results of ballotings, it shall appear to said
3 boards of aldermen of cities, or clerks of towns and
4 wards of cities in districts, that such districts have
5 failed to elect the number of representatives to which
6 such district is entitled by reason that a sufficient
7 number of persons have not received a plurality of
8 the votes cast, said mayor and aldermen, or bSard of
9 aldermen, shall proceed as provided in the second

10 section hereof and clerks of wards of cities in the

11 same district with towns, shall certify the fact of a
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12 non-election to the mayor and aldermen of such city,
13 who shall issue their warrant to said wards for another
14 meeting, as provided in the second section of this act.
15 The clerks of towns shall certify such fact to the
16 selectmen of their several towns, who shall forthwith
17 issue their warrants for another meeting for the elec-
-18 tion of representatives, (to fill such vacancy,) to be
19 held on the fourth Monday of the same November,
20 and the same proceedings shall be had in the con-
-21 ducting of said second election, and recording and
22 ascertaining the result thereof, notifying the persons
23 elected, and making certificate and returns of such
24 election, as herein before provided in case of the
25 original election of representatives in the general
26 court.

1 Sect. 8. It shall be the duty of the county com-

-2 missioners, mayor and aldermen, or board of alder-
-3 men, or such special commissioners as are by law
4 authorized to apportion the representation assigned to
5 the several counties at their meeting for such purpose
6 to designate and appoint a place in every representa-
-7 tive district, containing more than one town or city,
8 at which the clerks of said towns and cities, or

9 wards of cities, shall assemble as herein before
10 provided, for the purpose of ascertaining the result

11 of elections, and notice of such appointment shall

12 be o-iven by said commissioners or mayor and

13 aldermen to every town, city, and wards of cities in
14'such representative districts.




