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PRESENTED BY:

Thomas J. Caller

To theHonorable Senate anil House ofRepresentatives ofthe Commonwealth ofMassachusetts in General
Court assembled:

The undersigned legislatorsand/or citizens respectfully petition for the passage of the accompanying bill:

An Act establishing a task force on election day registration.
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die Conunoutoealtlj of ftlassndiusftts

In the Year Two Thousand and Nine

An Act establishing a task force on election day registration.

Whereas, the deferred operation for this act would tend to defeat its puipose, which is forthwith to make

Be it enactedby the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Cowl assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Notwithstandingany general or special law to the contrary, there shall be established an
2 election day registration task force, (a) Said task force shall undertake a study of election day registration,
3 Said study shall include, but not be limited to, an analysis of: (1) the state and local costs of
4 implementingsaid proposal, the costs of increasing access to the Central Registry ofVoters, and the
5 availability of federal fundingthrough the Help America Vote Act; (2) theadministrative requirements
6 for adopting such a system, including their impact upon poll operations and upon the operation of
7 municipal clerks’ officeson electionday; (3) the possibility of fraud; (4) the effects upon finalizing a vots
8 and possible recounts; and (5) the effects ofotherproposed election changes, (b) The task force shall
9 complete its study and submit its final report in writing to the joint committeeon election laws no later

10 than September 30, 2009. (c) The task forceshall consist of the house and senate chairs ofthe joint
11 committee on election laws, the speaker of the house ofrepresentatives or his designee, thepresident of
12 the senateor her designee, thehouse minority leader or his designee, the senate minority leader orhis
13 designee, the state secretary or his designee (who shall serve as chair of the task force), the chairs of the
14 house and the senate ways& means committees, the state auditoror his designee, the director of the
15 office on disability or her designee, 2 representatives of the Massachusetts Town Clerks Association, at

16 least lofwhom shall be a town clerk ofa town of fewer than 5,000 inhabitants, 2 representatives of the
17 Massachusetts City Clerks Association, and 1 representative ofeach of the following groups: the
18 Massachusetts Municipal Association, the League ofWomen Voters ofMassachusetts, the Massachusetti
19 Chapter of theNAACP, Common Cause, and MassVOTE. SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon it
20 passage., therefore it is herebydeclared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
21 preservation of thepublic convenience.


