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General Laws, with respect to any taxable year of such an S corporation 
commencing prior to nineteen hundred and eighty-six. Sections 
twenty-three, twenty-six, twenty-seven, thirty-one, thir ty-three, 
thirty-four, and forty-one shall apply to tax years beginning on or after 
January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven. Section thirty-two 
shall apply to tax years beginning on or after January first, nineteen 
hundred and eighty-six. Section fifty-two shall take effect on January 
first, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven. Section fifty-three shall take 
effect on January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-eight. Section 
sixty-three shall take effect on October first, nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six. Sections sixty-four and sixty-six shall take effect on 
January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-six. 

Approved October 25, 1986. 

Chapter 489. AN ACT ESTABLISHING MINIMUM ENERGY EFFI
CIENCY STANDARDS FOR APPLIANCES SOLD IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas. The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to promote energy efficiency and energy conservation, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc. . as follows: 

SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting 
after chapter 25A the following chapter:-

CHAPTER 25B. 
MASSACHUSETTS APPLIANCE EFFICIENCY STANDARDS ACT. 

Section 1. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the 
"Massachusetts Appliance Efficiency Standards Act". 

Section 2. As used in this chapter the following words shall, unless the 
context requires otherwise, have the following meanings: 

"Fluorescent lamp ballast" or "ballast", a device designed to operate 
fluorescent lamps by providing a starting voltage and current, and 
limiting the current during normal operation, but shall not include such 
devices that have a dimming capability or are intended for use in 
ambient temperatures of zero degrees fahrenheit or less or have a power 
factor of less than sixty one-hundredths for a single F40T12 lamp. 

"Freezer", a cabinet designed as a unit for the storage of food at 
temperatures of approximately zero degrees fahrenheit, having the 
ability to freeze food and having a source of refrigeration requiring an 
energy input. 

"F40T12 lamp", a tubular fluorescent lamp that is a nominal forty 
watt lamp with a forty-eight inch tube length and one and one-half 
inches in diameter. 

"F96T12 lamp", a tubular fluorescent lamp that is a nominal 
seventy-five watt lamp with a ninety-six inch tube length and one and 
one-half inches in diameter. 
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"Luminaire", a complete lighting unit consisting of a fluorescent lamp 
or lamps, together with parts designed to distribute the light, to position 
and protect such lamps and to connect such lamps to the power supply. 

"New appliance", an appliance that is sold, offered for sale or 
installed for the first time and specifically includes floor models and 
demonstration units. 

"Refrigerator", a cabinet with one exterior door designed for the 
refrigerated storage of food at temperatures above thirty-two degrees 
fahrenheit and having a source of refrigeration requiring an energy input; 
refrigerator may include a compartment for the freezing and storage of 
food at temperatures below thirty-two degrees fahrenheit but does not 
provide a separate low temperature compartment designed for the 
freezing and long term storage of food at temperatures below eight 
degrees fahrenheit. A refrigerator may have interior doors on 
compartments. 

"Refrigerator-freezer", a cabinet which consists of two or more 
compartments with at least one of the compartments designed for the 
refrigerated storage of foods at temperatures above thirty-two degrees 
fahrenheit and with at least one of the compartments designed for the 
freezing and storage of foods at temperatures of eight degrees 
fahrenheit or below. The source of refrigeration requires energy input. 

"Secretary", secretary of the executive office of energy resources. 
"State plumbing code", the uniform state plumbing code, amendments 

and rules and regulations thereto, as promulgated by the board of s tate 
examiners of plumbers and gas fitters under the provisions of section 
thirteen of chapter one hundred and forty-two. 

"Water heater", an automatically controlled vessel designed primarily 
for heating and storing water to provide hot water service for domestic 
or sanitary purposes. 

Section 3. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the testing, 
certification and enforcement of efficiency standards for the following 
types of new appliances sold, offered for sale or installed in the 
commonwealth: 

(a) refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers and freezers which can be 
operated by alternating current electricity, excluding the following 
types: those designed to be used without doors; those which do not 
include a compressor and a condensor unit as an integral part of the 
cabinet assembly; refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers with total 
refrigerated volume exceeding thirty-nine cubic feet; top mounted 
refrigerator-freezers with total refrigerated volume less than sixteen 
and six-tenths cubic feet; and freezers with total refrigerated volume 
exceeding thirty cubic feet. 

(b) storage type electric, gas and oil water heaters. 
(c) fluorescent ballasts for F40T12 and F96T12 lamps. 
(d) luminaires with fluorescent ballasts for F40T12 and F96T12 lamps. 
(e) showerheads. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: new appliances 

manufactured in the commonwealth and sold outside the commonwealth; 
new appliances manufactured outside the commonwealth and sold at 
wholesale inside the commonwealth for final retail sale and installation 
outside the commonwealth; appliances installed in mobile homes at the 
time of construction; or appliances designed expressly for installation 
and use in recreational vehicles. 
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Section 4. No new appliance covered by section three may be sold, 
offered for sale or installed in the commonwealth on or after January 
first, nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, unless the energy efficiency of 
the appliance meets or exceeds the standards established pursuant to this 
act; 

Section 5. The secretary may by regulation increase the level of the 
energy efficiency standards for flourescent ballasts, luminaires and 
showerheads. Said secretary may also by regulation increase the level of 
the energy efficiency standards for refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers, 
freezers and water heaters, provided that said standards shall not 
become effective until January first, nineteen hundred and ninety. Any 
revision of such standards shall be based upon the determination by the 
secretary that such efficiency levels are cost-effective to the users, as a 
group, of the covered appliance. Any standard revised pursuant to this 
section which conflicts with a corresponding standard in the state 
plumbing code shall take precedence over the standard in said code. Any 
standard revised pursuant to this section shall not take effect for at 
least one year after its adoption. 

Section 6. The secretary shall adopt procedures for testing the energy 
efficiency of the appliances covered by this chapter if such procedures 
are not provided for in the state plumbing code. The secretary shall use 
United States Department of Energy approved test methods, or in the 
absence of such test methods, other appropriate nationally recognized 
test methods applicable to the respective appliances. The manufacturer 
shall cause the testing of samples of each model of each appliance 
covered by this chapter in accordance with the test procedures adopted 
pursuant to this section or those specified in the state plumbing code. 

Section 7. Manufacturers of appliances covered by this chapter shall 
certify to the secretary that such appliances are in compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter. The secretary shall promulgate regulations 
governing the certification of appliances covered by this chapter and 
shall publish an annual list of such appliances. 

Section 8. The secretary shall cause periodic inspections to be made 
of distributors or retailers of new appliances in order to determine 
compliance with this chapter. The secretary shall cause investigations 
to be made of complaints received concerning violations of this chapter 
and shall report the results of such investigations to the attorney 
general. The attorney general may institute proceedings to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter shall 
constitute an unfair or deceptive act under the provisions of chapter 
ninety-three A. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter 
shall be punished by a civil penalty of not more than two hundred and 
fifty dollars or as provided in chapter ninety-three A, whichever is 
greater. Each violation of this chapter shall constitute a separate 
offense, and each day such violation continues shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

Section 9. If the secretary determines that a federal statute, rule or 
determination would supersede any requirement of this act, or if the 
secretary is notified by the United States Department of Energy that a 
petition has been filed to supersede any requirement of this act, the 
secretary shall determine (a) whether there is a substantial state or local 
need which is sufficient to justify the state requirement at issue, (b) 
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whether the s tate requirement at issue does not unduly burden interstate 
commerce, and (c) whether the state requirement at issue contains a 
more stringent energy efficiency standard than a corresponding federal 
standard. If the secretary determines that these criteria are met, the 
secretary shall promptly petition the United States Department of 
Energy requesting a ruling that the s ta te requirement at issue not be 
superseded, or shall promptly file with the United States Department of 
Energy a request that the petition to supersede be denied. 

Section 10. The secretary shall promulgate rules and regulations to 
implement the provisions of this chapter. The secretary shall file a 
biannual report on appliance efficiency standards with the clerk of the 
house of representatives who shal1 forward such report to the joint 
committee on energy including, but not limited to, an evaluation of the 
effectiveness of the standards on energy efficiency and energy 
conservation in the commonwealth. 

SECTION 2. The secretary of the executive office of energy 
resources shall promulgate rules and regulations for the testing and 
certification of appliances set forth in section one of this act on or 
before April first, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven. 

SECTION 3. As used in this section, the following words shall, 
unless the context requires otherwise, have the following meanings: 

"Automatic defrost", a defrost system in which the defrosting action 
for all refrigerated surfaces is initiated and terminated automatically. 

"Ballast efficiency factor", the ratio of the relative light output of a 
ballast expressed as a per cent to the rate of energy consumption 
expressed in watts at the test conditions specified in section six of 
chapter twenty-five B of the General Laws. 

"Chest freezer", a freezer whose access door is at the top of the 
appliance. 

"Fluorescent lamp ballast" or "ballast", a device designed to operate 
fluorescent lamps by providing a starting voltage and current, and 
limiting the current during normal operation, but shall not include such 
devices that have a dimming capability or are intended for use in 
ambient temperatures of zero degrees fahrenheit or less or have a power 
factor of less than sixty one-hundredths for a single F40T12 lamp. 

"Freezer", a cabinet designed as a unit for the storage of food at 
temperatures of approximately zero degrees fahrenheit, having the 
ability to freeze food, and having a source of refrigeration requiring an 
energy input. 

"F40T12 lamp", a tubular fluorescent lamp that is a nominal forty 
watt lamp, with a forty-eight inch tube length and one and one-half 
inches in diameter. 

"F96T12 lamp", a tubular fluorescent lamp that is a nominal 
seventy-five watt lamp with a ninety-six inch tube length and one and 
one-half inches in diameter. 

"Luminaire", a complete lighting unit consisting of a fluorescent lamp 
or lamps, together with parts designed to distribute the light, to position 
and protect such lamps and to connect such lamps to the power supply. 

"Manual defrost", a defrost system in which the defrosting action for 
all refrigerated surfaces is initiated manually. 

"New appliance", an appliance that is sold, offered for sale or 
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installed for the first time and specifically includes floor models and 
demonstration units. 

"Nominal input voltage", an input voltage within plus five per cent or 
minus five per cent of a specified value. 

"Nominal lamp watts", the wattage at which a lamp is designed to 
operate and for which it is therefore rated. 

"Partial automatic defrost", a defrost system in which the defrosting 
action for the refrigerated surfaces in the refrigerator compartment is 
initiated and terminated automatically and the defrosting action for the 
refrigerated surfaces in the freezer is initiated manually. 

"Refrigerator", a cabinet with one exterior door designed for the 
refrigerated storage of food at temperatures above thirty-two degrees 
fahrenheit and having a source of refrigeration requiring an energy input; 
refrigerator may include a compartment for the freezing and storage of 
food at temperatures below thirty-two degrees fahrenheit but does not 
provide a separate low temperature compartment designed for the 
freezing and long term storage of food at temperatures below eight 
degrees fahrenheit. A refrigerator may have interior doors on 
compartments. 

"Refrigerator-freezer", a cabinet which consists of two or more 
compartments with at least one of the compartments designed for the 
refrigerated storage of foods at temperatures above thirty-two degrees 
fahrenheit and with at least one of the compartments designed for the 
freezing and storage of frozen foods at temperatures of eight degrees 
fahrenheit or below. The source of refrigeration requires energy input. 

"Relative light output", the test ballast light output divided by a 
reference ballast light output using the same reference lamp and 
expressing the value as a per cent. These measurements are made at the 
ballast's rated primary voltage. 

"Secretary", secretary of the executive office of energy resources. 
"State plumbing code", the uniform state plumbing code, amendments 

and rules and regulations thereto, as promulgated by the board of state 
examiners of plumbers and gas fitters under the provisions of section 
thirteen of chapter one hundred and forty-two of the General Laws. 

"Upright freezer", a freezer whose access door is at the front of the 
appliance. 

"Water heater", an automatically controlled vessel designed primarily 
for heating and storing water to provide hot water service for domestic 
or sanitary purposes. 

The following energy efficiency standards shall be in effect for 
purposes of this act until as least January first, nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine. If the secretary under the provisions of section five of 
chapter twenty-five B of the General Laws has not established new 
standards, in whole or in part, the standards established in this section 
shall be deemed to be the standards adopted by the secretary under the 
provisions of said section five of said chapter twenty-five B and shall be 
in full force and effect as of January second, nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine. 

(a) Refrigerators and Freezers. 
The annual energy consumption of a refrigerator, refrigerator-freezer 

or freezer shall not exceed the values derived from the following 
formulas, where EC is the maximum energy consumption allowed in 
kilowatt hours per year, AV is the adjusted volume which is the 
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refrigerator volume in cubic feet plus one and sixty-three 
one-hundredths multiplied by the freezer volume in cubic feet, and, for 
freezers, V is volume in cubic feet. 

Appliance Formula 

Refrigerators with manual defrost EC = 17.3 AV + 340 
Refrigerator-freezers with partial 

or no automatic defrost EC = 24.7 AV + 486 
Refrigerator-freezers with 

automatic defrost: 
Top-mounted freezer EC = 24.1 AV + 487 
(greater than or equal to 16.6 cubic feet) 
Side-mounted freezer EC = 30.3 AV + 535 
Bottom-mounted freezer EC = 30.3 AV + 535 
Top-mounted freezer with 

through-the-door ice service EC = 26.8 AV + 540 
(greater than or equal to 16.6 cubic feet) 
Side-mounted freezer with 

through-the-door ice service EC = 33.6 AV + 594 
Compact refrigerator-freezer 

(less than 9 cubic feet) EC = 24.7 AV + 486 
Upright freezers, including 

upright compact freezers 
(3 to 10 cubic feet) with: 
Manual defrost EC = 21.4 V + 480 
Automatic defrost EC = 33.7 V + 755 

Chest freezers, including chest 
compact freezers (3 to 10 cubic feet), 
and all other freezers EC = 14.8 V + 384 
(b) Water heaters. 
The energy efficiency of all new electric, gas or oil water heaters 

shall meet or exceed the standards specified in the state plumbing code. 
(c) Fluorescent lamp ballasts. 
The ballast efficiency factor for all new ballasts designed for the 

operation of one F40T12 lamp with a nominal input voltage of either one 
hundred and twenty or two hundred and seventy-seven and forty total 
nominal lamp watts shall be at least one and eight hundred and five 
one-thousandths. 

The ballast efficiency factor for all new ballasts designed for the 
operation of two F40T12 lamps with a nominal input voltage of one 
hundred and twenty and eighty total nominal lamp watts shall be at least 
one and sixty one-thousandths and for the operation of two F40T12 
lamps with a nominal input voltage of two hundred and seventy-seven 
and eighty total nominal lamp watts shall be at least one and fifty 
one-thousandths. 

The ballast efficiency factor for all new ballasts designed for the 
operation of two F96T12 lamps with a nominal input voltage of either 
one hundred and twenty or two hundred and seventy-seven and one 
hundred and fifty nominal lamp watts shall be at least five hundred and 
seventy one-thousandths. 
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(d) Showerheads. 
The maximum flow rate of all new showerheads shall not exceed the 

values specified in the state plumbing code. 
Where the standards in this section refer to the state plumbing code, 

such standards shall be the levels cited in said code on January first, 
nineteen hundred and eighty-five, or higher levels due to subsequent 
revisions. 

Approved October 28, 1986. 

Chapter 490. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE 
TO CONVEY A CERTAIN PARCEL OF PARK LAND 
FOR HOUSING PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, e tc . . as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter five hundred and five of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and eighty-three is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, the city of Somerville is hereby authorized 
and directed to sell for one dollar and convey to the Somerville 
Corporation a certain parcel of park land in said city, to be used for 
mixed income housing purposes, bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at a point at the Northeast corner of Perkins Street and 
Lincoln Street, Northeasterly along said Lincoln Street One Hundred 
Thirty-one and 7/10 feet; thence turning and running Southwesterly One 
Hundred Thirty and 05/100 feet; thence turning and running 
Northwesterly along Perkins Street Sixty-five and 07/100 feet, to the 
point of beginning. The total area contains about 8,313 square feet, 
more or less. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved October 29, 1986. 

Chapter 491. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING PUBLIC EM
PLOYERS SELF-INSURANCE GROUPS. 

Be it enacted, e tc . . as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, upon application of a public employer 
self-insurance group holding or applying for a certificate of approval 
from the commissioner of insurance pursuant to chapter forty M of the 
General Laws, the commonwealth, acting by and through the secretary 
of consumer affairs and business regulation, hereinafter referred to as 
the secretary, shall guarantee the payment of losses by said group, to the 
extent and in the manner authorized by the provisions of this a£t, in the 
event that the group's loss fund and accumulated surplus contributions 
are insufficient or unavailable to meet such losses. Said secretary may 
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