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HYANNIS — Today, Lt. Governor Karyn Polito announced $3.6 million to support ten

projects for the upcoming dredging season. These grants, awarded through the 2018

Navigational Dredging Pilot Program will benefit eleven communities, tapping into

another $3.9 million in local funding. The projects are expected to remove nearly 188,000

cubic yards of harbor sediment.

“The new Navigational Dredging Pilot Program is the direct result of outreach by municipal

leaders in our coastal communities, and the collaborative, responsive efforts of Secretary

Jay Ash and his team,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Through the economic development

package we signed earlier this month, our Administration will create a dedicated dredging

program to continue to support the economic and environmental needs of our maritime

communities.”

“Through the Seaport Economic Council, our Administration has worked closely with the

78 Massachusetts coastal communities, gaining a deeper understanding of the unique

necessities of the maritime economy and environmental challenges,” said Lt. Governor

Polito. “For dredging here in the Commonwealth, I am thrilled to announce these high-
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impact awards, which will enhance the capacity of our waterways, improve access in our

harbors, and address environmental concerns up and down our coastline.”

“Today’s awards will support growth for our maritime economy, benefiting commercial

and recreational fishing, ferry services, and more,” said Housing and Economic

Development Secretary Jay Ash. “After hearing from our many municipalities, the need for

this new grant program became clear, and we are pleased to work with municipalities to

address these needs on both a near- and long-term basis.”

“Dredging is essential to ensuring that the Commonwealth's harbors grow in a safe,

environmentally sound and economically prosperous manner,” said Energy and

Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “The funding awarded through the

Navigational Dredging Program continues the Baker-Polito Administration’s commitment

to work closely with coastal communities to improve commercial and recreational harbor

access while effectively minimizing environmental impacts and maximizing beneficial

reuse of dredged materials.”

Modeled after the MassWorks Infrastructure Program, one of the state’s most effective

tools in supporting local and regional economic development, the 2018 pilot program

awards funding to communities for dredging projects based on a competitive basis, with

an emphasis on shovel-ready projects which have secured all required federal, state, and

local permits, and require a 50 percent match commitment from the municipality.

Earlier this month, the Governor signed economic development legislation that authorizes

$50 million for saltwater dredging

projects,(/news/baker-polito-administration-files-610-million-economic-development-legislation) creating

the first-ever program with focused funding for dredging that will build on the dredging

pilot program(/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-2018-navigational-dredging-pilot-program)

the Administration launched in July.

“The Town of Barnstable thanks the Commonwealth and our legislators for their support

of Barnstable and this dredging project,” said Barnstable Town Manager Mark Ells. “The

funding from the Navigational Dredging Pilot Program will help improve the recreational,

environmental and economic value of our coastline and estuaries. The Baker-Polito
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Administration’s strong commitment to supporting coastal resilience is moving Cape Cod

rapidly towards a more sustainable future.”

“There is a pressing need for further state action and funding for dredging projects on

Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket,” said Senator Julian Cyr. “This funding will

be put to immediate use, and will ensure safer and more accessible harbors for all in our

region. I am grateful to the Governor and Secretary Ash for working in partnership with the

legislature and municipal leaders to recognize this need and provide supportive state

funding.”

“Dredging is critical to maintaining our ecological and economic vitality,” said

Representative Will Crocker. “Our harbors are constantly changing due to a number of

factors both within and without our control and it necessary to regularly do the work to

keep our ports and channels accessible to commercial fishing, recreational boating, and

ferrying people and goods to and from the Islands.”

“I want to thank the Baker-Polito administration for their continued commitment to the

important issues facing us here on Cape Cod,” said Representative Timothy R. Whelan.

“The Bass River is not only one of the Commonwealth’s most beautiful treasures, but it is

an economic driver for our region. Generations have enjoyed navigating this river through

to Nantucket Sound and these grant monies will greatly aid the Town of Yarmouth in

keeping this important waterway safely navigable”

“This funding to support dredging is essential to ensure the ongoing vitality of our

harbors,” said Representative Sarah Peake. “Cape Cod harbors are gateways into their

respective communities, providing access for both recreational and commercial boating.

Channel dredging will also increase public safety because in many cases, boats are ‘high

and dry,’ sitting in the mud at low tide. This makes it impossible for rescuers to reach

boaters or paddlers in distress. I want to thank the Baker-Polito administration, and

particularly Secretary Ash, for his attention and dedication to this issue.”

Dredging grants will be administrated through the Executive Office of Housing and

Economic Development, with coordination from the Executive Office of Administration

and Finance, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, and the Office of

Coastal Zone Management. 



###

Awardees:

Barnstable - $1,000,000: The Town of Barnstable will remove 44,000 cubic yards of

sediment and coastal dune from the Cotuit Bay channel and western tip of Sampson’s

Island. This project will increase the channel’s width by 50 percent, expand navigation for

commercial fishing and recreational boating, reduce the rate of erosion along the bay’s

inner shoreline opposite the channel, nourish a coastal barrier beach with benefits for

nesting habitats, and improve water quality in a federally-designated Impaired Water

under the Clean Water Act.     

Chatham - $350,000: The Town of Chatham will remove 40,000 cubic yards of sediment

from the entrance channel to Stage Harbor. This project will expand offloading access for

commercial fishing operations, protect the town’s investment in the Trap Dock Pier as a

public offloading facility, preserve the community’s principal mooring space for deep-draft

vessels, and provide needed nourishment to a public coastal beach, with benefits for

nearby nesting habitats and wetland resources areas.

Falmouth - $87,500: The Town of Falmouth will remove 8,000 cubic yards of sediment

from the Eel River and another 5,000 cubic yards from the Falmouth Inner Harbor, the

town’s main commercial harbor. Along the Eel River, this project will enable all-tide

navigation to enhance public safety and recreational opportunities. Within the Inner

Harbor, the project will expand navigation for deep-draft commercial vessels and support

the harbor’s ferry terminal and numerous boat yards, marinas, and marine service

businesses.

Harwich - $36,000: The Town of Harwich will remove 2,000 cubic yards of sediment from

the navigational approach and entrance to Allen Harbor. This project will nourish a public

coastal beach and ensure all-tide navigation for commercial fishing and recreational

boating within the developed harbor.

Marshfield and Scituate - $555,500: The Towns of Marshfield and Scituate will remove

10,000 cubic yards of sediment from the mouth of the North and South Rivers. This

project will address treacherous conditions that currently exist at low tides and have



resulted in boats running aground. The project will restore all-tide navigation for

commercial and recreational vessels, and will support the essential needs of six year-

round lobstermen, five private marinas, the towns’ harbormasters, and the Massachusetts

Environmental Police. 

Nantucket - $520,000: The Town of Nantucket will remove 13,000 cubic yards of

sediment from the navigational approach and entrance to Polpis Harbor. This project will

restore and enhance navigation for both commercial shellfishing and recreational boating,

preserve use of the harbor as a safe haven from extreme coastal storms, and improve

water quality for the harbor’s eel grass and shellfish habitats through increased tidal

exchange.

Swansea - $728,184: The Town of Swansea will remove 8,300 cubic yards of sediment

from the Cole River. This project will support the Swansea Waterfront Revitalization

initiative, which aims to stimulate tourism and related businesses along the Cole River

through enhancements to navigation, public spaces, and recreational opportunities. The

project will nourish a public coastal beach, build capacity for public mooring space, and

restore all-tide navigation for commercial shellfishing and recreational boating.

Tisbury - $129,000: The Town of Tisbury will remove 12,500 cubic yards of sediment from

the Lake Tashmoo Channel. This project will address severe shoaling in the channel, which

has forced some large vessels to relocate to other harbors. The project will restore all-tide

navigation for deep-draft vessels and support more the than a dozen commercial fishing

boats that currently operate out of the harbor. In addition, the project will expand

navigation for tourism, enhance public safety and recreational opportunities, and improve

water quality for the harbor’s eel grass and shellfish habitats through increased tidal

exchange.

Truro - $90,000: The Town of Truro will remove 21,000 cubic yards of sediment from

various areas of Pamet Harbor. This project will enhance navigation for recreational

boating and further support commercial fishing, lobstering, and aquaculture in and around

the harbor. All sediments removed from the harbor will be used beneficially to nourish

surrounding coastal beaches and dunes, with benefits for nesting habitats.



Yarmouth - $91,000: The Town of Yarmouth will remove 14,000 cubic yards of sediment

from the Bass River’s navigational entrance and lower channel. The Bass River is an

economically important waterway for the community, supporting 75 commercial vessels

and generating ancillary economic benefits for local food, entertainment, and lodging

establishments. This project will restore all-tide navigation along the river for commercial

and recreational opportunities, and will enhance public safety through improved

maneuverability for emergency responders.
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Executive Office of Housing and Economic

Development (/orgs/executive-office-of-housing-and-economic-development)

The Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development promotes vibrant

communities, growing businesses, and a strong middle class.

More (/orgs/executive-office-of-housing-and-economic-development)
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RELATED

Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone
Management (/orgs/massachusetts-office-of-coastal-zone-management)

Executive Office for Administration and
Finance (/topics/executive-office-for-administration-and-finance)

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental

Affairs (/orgs/executive-office-of-energy-and-environmental-affairs)

EEA seeks to protect, preserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s environmental

resources while ensuring a clean energy future for the state’s residents. Through

the stewardship of open space, protection of environmental resources, and

enhancement of clean energy, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental

Affairs works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a wonderful place to live, work, and

raise a family.

More (/orgs/executive-office-of-energy-and-environmental-affairs)

Seaport Economic Council (/orgs/seaport-economic-council)

The Seaport Economic Council helps coastal communities develop and improve

local assets to facilitate economic growth. The Seaport Council serves all 78 of

Massachusetts’ diverse coastal communities and helps each to use their unique

economic assets to grow the economy and unlock job creation. The Council also

awards grants to create jobs and build resilience to climate change.

More (/orgs/seaport-economic-council)
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