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Background –  
 
Nearly 10 years ago, the Stockbridge Bowl Association, with crucial town backing, developed a 3D Lake 
Management Plan, which has three management goals to protect water quality and control invasive Eurasian 
Watermilfoil:  1) installation of a Diversion pipe, 2) Dredging a channel from the diversion drain to the main 
body of the lake and 3) a partial winter Drawdown as an economical method of controlling milfoil to freeze 
the plant roots. This method would also have the salutary effect of placating some people who were reluctant 
to apply herbicides to our lake.  
 
The Stockbridge Bowl Association (SBA) has been actively fundraising since 2010 to fund the 3D Lake 
Management Plan.  In 2011, $1.2 million was spent on installing the diversion drain – the first phase of the 3D 
Plan.  These funds were raised primarily from SBA members and lake residents. 
 
The current estimate for completing the 3D plan is between $2.8 - $3 million, in addition to the initial $1.2 
million that was spent on the diversion drain.  Over the last 5 years, SBA has raised over $2.8 million from the 
following:  individuals, organizations, foundations, events and state funds. 
 
Individuals      $1,200,000 
Community Preservation Act Committee  $   388,500 
Town of Stockbridge     $   150,000 
Foundations      $   295,000 
Businesses      $   250,000 
Mass DEP 2009 Grant for diversion pipe  $   245,000 
Mass DEP 2014 Grant for channel dredging  $   285,445 
TOTAL       $2,813,945 
 
Events -- 
 
In 2015, members of the Board hosted a Pledge to Dredge event which raised $7,000. 
 
In 2016, Tanglewood donated Saranac, and the food and drink for the Beethoven and Brunch event which 
raised an estimated $70,000. 
 
There were two “cultivation/education” receptions held at the homes of SBA Board members in 2016 and two 
more in 2017 with over $20,000 in donations made by attendees.   
 
SBA joined the Berkshire Opera Festival (BOF) in 2016 and 2017 in the BOF’s Opera on the Lake (held on 
Stockbridge Bowl), to expand the reach of both organizations by including SBA supporters and BOF supporters, 



 

to benefit Stockbridge Bowl and the Berkshire Opera Festival.  Nearly $13,000 was raised to benefit both 
organizations.   
 
The Stockbridge Bowl Association was represented in 2016 and 2017 at the Josh Billings Runaground, a 
triathlon which takes place on Stockbridge Bowl annually, and the annual Apple Squeeze, an annual event in 
Lenox, MA (the Lenox rowing team uses the Stockbridge Bowl.)   These were educational/awareness events 
the purpose for which was to reach beyond the lake “boundaries.”  SBA collected 200 new names through 
these efforts.  As a result, there were 47 first-time donors who gave a total of $68,180 in new money. 
 
In 2017 a Ladies Lunch and Auction was held and raised $1,878. 
 
One of the board members and her husband pledged an additional $10,000 matching gift and the Beachwood 
neighborhood raised over $12,525 in matching funds for a total of $22,525.   
 
In addition to the activities above, Board members and other volunteers met individually with prospects and 
donors to give them an opportunity to make a donation to the Campaign.  In conjunction with individual 
meetings and other activities, an estimated 500 letters were mailed bi-annually to members, prospects and 
donors asking them to consider a donation to the Campaign and updating them on the project.  
 
Many news articles were written and published in The Berkshire Eagle and the Berkshire Edge, updating the 
community on the 3D project.   Richard Seltzer, President of the Stockbridge Bowl Association, was 
interviewed for these articles and was a guest on WAMC, a public radio station in the Berkshires, to talk about 
the 3D project and the funding needs. 
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Richard Seltzer, President 
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