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Hydrologic Cycle

Development  =  =  Runoff + Sediment + P

Mowed Path

Fiddleheads 
in Spring

Goose Barrier

Raspberries in 
Summer

We can
landscape
our land 
differently

With a richer mix of vegetation



Nice mix of shoreline vegetation.  
Note the lawn in the background for family use.

Creative mix of lawn, tall groundcover and shrubs = better filtering 
than lawn alone.  

Curved pathway -- important on a sloped site such as this.  
Water access is maintained.

Shoreline vegetation can work on even small parcels.  Lake access is 
maintained with small lawn sections leading to docks and the water.

A diverse mix of lawn, plantings and trees. 
Shoreline lawn for easy goose access to and from the water.  

In general, plant taller vegetation along the shore to deter geese 
and locate lawns closer to the house.

Property left of the dock has 
some shoreline vegetation, 
but the wall prohibits  
movement of wildlife such as 
frogs and turtles.

Property right of the dock has 
mature tree cover but no 

native shoreline vegetation.  
Easy access to the lawn for 

grazing by geese.



Questions?



General Article: 
 
New Law Bans Phosphorus for Lawns 
 
Starting in 2015 Massachusetts prohibited the use of phosphorus-containing fertilizers on established 
lawns and turf.  This is good news for our waterways, because phosphorus is a main nutrient feeding 
aquatic plant growth in Stockbridge Bowl. 
 
Under the law P-containing fertilizer can only be used under a few specific conditions, such as when a 
soil test indicates that it is needed or when a lawn is newly being established or renovated.  Soil tests for 
nutrient analysis must be obtained from the UMass Extension Soil Testing Lab or a laboratory using 
methods and procedures recommended by UMass Extension.  Professionals applying fertilizers or other 
plant nutrient applications to your lawn are required by law to keep records of their work.  Information 
to be recorded includes site location and size, soil test results, date of application, and type and amount 
of plant nutrients applied. 
 
In the limited instances when P-containing fertilizers are needed, they are still prohibited from being 
applied to saturated soil or soils that frequently flood and to frozen or snow-covered soil.  Fertilizer that 
falls on driveways, walkways and other hard surfaces must be swept into the grass or cleaned up to 
avoid leaching into streams or stormdrains.   
 
Consider these tips to maintain your green lawn: 

1. Mow high and let the clipping lie.  Set your mower blade for at least 2 ½” - 3” high.  Tall grass 
encourages deeper roots and shades out some weeds.   Using a mulch mower aids in 
decomposition of grass clippings which naturally returns nutrients to your lawn. 

2. Aerate lawn areas that seem hard or compacted - this will allow better water and air exchange 
for healthier root systems. 

3. Remember that town bylaws prohibit the use of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides within 150’ 
of the lake.  Don’t forget to remind your landscaper too.   

 
When it comes to storm runoff, every home is waterfront property.  Runoff from lawns, gardens and 
driveways contributes to the pollution of Stockbridge Bowl.  Runoff from non-waterfront properties that 
enter stormdrains or streams flow into the lake.  We are all part of the problem, and we are all part of 
the solution.  To learn more about how you can help to protect the lake visit SBA’s website: 
http://www.thesba.org/ecology/ 
 
 
It’s the Law Article 
 
A reminder to follow these environmental rules and recommendations: 
1.  Before removing a tree within 100 feet, or a building within 150 feet, of the Bowl’s shore, consult the 
Town Planning Board and the Conservation Commission. 
2.  If doing similar work along the Outlet, the governing distance is 200 feet from shore. 
3.  A new state law prohibits the use of phosphorus-containing fertilizers on all mature lawns – it can 
only be used to establish new lawn areas or if soil tests prove it is needed.   
5.  Town bylaws prohibit the use of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides within 150 feet of the lake.   
6.  Town bylaws require landowners to notify the Conservation Commission before applying new beach 
sand. 



Watershed Assessment Project 
 
Sediment buildup in Stockbridge Bowl has been a growing concern, but because in-lake management 
projects have taken precedence, there has really never been an assessment of where that sediment 
originates and how it is transported into the lake.  That is until now:  Interfluve Inc., a firm specializing in 
studying and restoring waterways, was hired to identify the major contributing sources of sediment and 
organic material to Stockbridge Bowl from the subwatersheds of the lower, southern portion of the lake 
and the Lily Brook watershed, and to develop strategies to address those sources.  Controlling sediment 
inputs to these areas will aid in the overall goal of reducing the growth of exotic aquatic plants such as 
Eurasian water milfoil. 
 
Interfluve staff ran watershed modeling and conducted field surveys, looking for acute sources of 
erosion within the watershed that could be caused by development, steep slopes and/or erodible soil 
types.  Their investigation did not identify one significantly large source of sediment generation, and 
they came to the conclusion that sediment transport into the lake is occurring because of several 
different processes, both natural and man-made, dispersed throughout the watershed.  
 
For example the sources of the 
sediment that has accumulated on 
both sides of the Mahkeenac Road 
causeway is likely due to contributions 
scattered throughout the Lily Pond 
and Lily Brook watersheds, which in 
the north originates in Parson’s Marsh 
in Lenox and in the south drains 
Rattlesnake Hill, and also possibly 
from the tributaries along the north 
shore of the lake.  High water flows 
like spring melt and during heavy rain 
storms wash sediment from the land 
and erode stream channels, and the 
rate of sedimentation we see is not 
out of line with is typically expected in 
a lake surrounded by relatively steep 
slopes.  Also, runoff from Mahkeenac 
Road and the steep slopes of 
Rattlesnake Hill erode the soil and 
create gullies that send sediment into 
the eastern portion of the lake.    
 
A few key areas were identified where 
improvements could be conducted to 
reduce erosion and sediment 
transport into the lake.  While 
dredging built up sediment from key 
areas around the lake, such as at the 
causeway, would have the most 
immediate tangible impacts, this 



option is extremely expensive.  In the meantime, there are a few 
other sites that have been identified as opportunities to reduce 
the amount of sediment flowing into this area.  Engineers within 
Interfluve are coming up with design concepts and cost 
estimates to install improvements at three key areas, two of 
which would be along Mahkeenac Road and one along Bean Hill 
Road.   
 
The full report, including the conceptual designs and cost 
estimates for the three improvements, will soon be posted on 
the SBA and the Town of Stockbridge websites.  We’ll let you 
know when they are posted.  We thank the Mass. Dept. of 
Environmental Protection for its generous funding support, 
without which this project would not have been possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

What You Can Do to 
Reduce Sediment from 
Your Property 

Lake residents can help to reduce 
runoff, erosion and sediment 
transport by inspecting their 
properties for problem areas.  
Conduct a Rainy Day Survey of your 
property – see how to at the link 
below, which gives you a guide and 
a checklist to follow. 
 
https://www.thesba.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/11/RainyDay
SurveyHandout-2.pdf 
 
1.  If you have unvegetated, 
exposed soils, take steps to avoid or 
minimize mobilization of those soils, 
especially if they are on sloped area 
above the lake.   
2.  Plant vegetation to help hold soil 
in place.  
3.  If exposed soils are on trails, 
install water bars and other 
methods to divert runoff into 
forested areas were the water can 
infiltrate.  Do not divert water into 
stormdrains, as they typically 
discharge directly into a stream or 
drainage channel. 
4.  Make sure compost or mulch is 
not washed into the lake or into 
channels that flow into the lake 
because it contains nutrients. 
 
 



Cris – unsure what Richard will be saying about the outlet pipe/dredging project.  I’ll put a few things 
here that DEP would probably like to see. 
 
The goal of the drawdown is to expose and allow deep freezing of the shallow lake sediments along the 
shoreline of the lake.  This freezing kills the roots of water milfoil and helps to control their regrowth the 
following year. 
 
We are pleased to say that the Mass. Dept. of Environmental Protection has been extremely supportive 
and flexible, in that they again extended the deadline for the Town of Stockbridge’s s319 Nonpoint 
Source Pollution Grant by another year.  This extension was critical, allowing the SBA and the Town to 
work with the Mass. Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program to develop a plan to protect the 
rare mollusk during the outlet project. 
 
 



ARTICLE IN WAMC NORTHEAST PUBLIC RADIO WEBSITE 
 

Maintaining A Treasure: Group Rallies To 
Preserve Stockbridge Bowl  
By Jim Levulis • May 5, 2016  

 
Listen 4:43.  Live interview segment on WAMC w/ Richard Seltzer 

A treasured pond in Stockbridge, Massachusetts is facing a number of environmental issues and 
a committed group of area residents want to make sure its picturesque existence remains. 

Stockbridge Bowl looks like someone took a postcard and turned it into real life. It’s fitting 
because this is the community Norman Rockwell used as a model for small town America. 

Richard Seltzer is president of the Stockbridge Bowl Association, but more importantly he lives 
right on the roughly 370-acre body of water. “Stockbridge Bowl is about one mile wide at its 
widest and two miles long,” explained Seltzer. 

He takes his 27-foot rowing shell out on the pond at sunrise most mornings. On this day, we 
opted for the two-person kayak complete with a sendoff from his wife Carol. Our kayak breaks 
the glass-like surface while the sound of our paddles disrupts nature’s calm. Motorized boats are 
limited in their speed on the bowl until 10 o’clock to preserve the early morning stillness for the 
hundreds of homes that ring the water’s edge. 

“One of my good friends and a member of our Stockbridge Bowl Association board Michael 
Nathan probably put it best,” Seltzer recalled. “He said that ‘he’s afraid that if he dies and has led 
a good enough life to go to heaven, he might wake up there and it’s not going to be any better 
than living on Stockbridge Bowl was.” 

But underneath the water’s surface lies issues some fear could turn the revered pond into a bog. 
“Where we’re sitting we’re on top of eight to 10 feet of accumulated sediment that has been 
building up over the last 60, 70 years in Stockbridge Bowl,” Seltzer explained. “We know it’s 60 
or 70 years because that’s when the town put a storm drain pipe across the outlet of Stockbridge 
Bowl just beneath the water’s surface. That pipe began to dam the flow out of the lake. Tenneco 
gas pipelines then followed in the 1950s, 60s and 70s installing three natural gas pipelines in 
parallel with the town sewer line. The four pipes together blockaded the natural flow out of 
Stockbridge Bowl.” 

Seltzer says the sediment buildup is preventing the pond from cleaning itself naturally. That 
challenge is compounded by the encroachment of Eurasian watermilfoil on the water’s edges. 
Seltzer says the non-native plant was likely introduced to Stockbridge Bowl by boats and people 

http://wamc.org/people/jim-levulis


dumping fish tanks into the water. “If this were two months later you’d see a fringe of Eurasian 
milfoil all around our lake,” he said. 

So the Stockbridge Bowl Association, which formed in 1946 with the intention of preserving the 
state-owned pond, has a plan. In 2013, the group spent more than $1 million to install a 250-foot 
long, 4-foot wide drainage pipe under the town sewer line that allows the pond’s level to be 
drawn down. “Our plan is to draw the lake down 5.5 feet at the start of the winter before there is 
snowfall,” Seltzer explained. “Then when the temperature drops below 32 degrees and there is 
no protective blanket of snow, the roots of the Eurasian watermilfoil freeze and die.” 

To complete the drawdown, the built-up sediment first needs to be dredged. Two warrants at 
Stockbridge’s May 16th town meeting would bring the SBA’s program funding to about $2.5 
million. The $2.8 million goal has largely been met by previous town and state grants along with 
individual donations. Organizations that use Stockbridge Bowl or whose patrons do, such as 
Canyon Ranch spa, Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health and Boston Symphony Orchestra’s 
Tanglewood, also support the SBA both financially and by serving on its board. 

Along with hikers, cross-country skiers and beachgoers on the Bowl’s shores, Seltzer says some 
6,000 boats use the public launch each year and participants of the annual Josh Billings triathlon 
row 500 kayaks or canoes around the pond. “It’s a calling card for people coming to this area,” 
Seltzer said. “We enjoy being an important asset and we know it’s our responsibility to maintain 
it.” 

Click here for more 
information on the 
Stockbridge Bowl 
Association and the efforts to 
preserve the pond. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.thesba.org/


 



Citizens undertake major restoration of 
Stockbridge Bowl 
More Info By Matt Mandel and Richard Seltzer  
Friday, May 13 Life In the Berkshires  

Stockbridge — Stockbridge Bowl, a 375-acre lake in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, is 
undoubtedly one of the most valuable natural resources in the Berkshires. Formed when the 
glaciers receded after the last ice age, its waters welcome more than 6,000 watercraft every year, 
including kayaks, rowing shells, sailboats, stand-up paddle boards, canoes and fishing boats. 
During the Josh Billings Runaground, more than 500 kayaks and canoes race twice around the 
Bowl during one leg of that renowned fall triathlon. From the lawn of Tanglewood, concertgoers 
can gaze down on the Bowl’s mirror-like surface much as Henry David Thoreau, Herman 
Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne once did. 

But there are problems threatening the health and beauty of Stockbridge Bowl. An invasive weed 
known as Eurasian Water Milfoil has been proliferating around the perimeter of the Bowl, and 
regular attempts to mow the weeds beneath the surface only provide temporary relief. In 
addition, enormous accumulations of sediment have been building up in parts of the lake for the 
last half century, threatening to turn areas of the lake behind the Island and throughout the outlet 
of the lake into an unattractive bog. Left unchecked, these problems would prevent boaters and 
swimmers from using many parts of the lake and would critically diminish the Bowl’s natural 
beauty. The Stockbridge Board of Selectmen recognized this concern when they stated in one 
recent Annual Report, “The future health of the lake is hanging in the balance. If we don’t 
address these issues soon, the lake will decline and die.” 

One group of local residents — the Stockbridge Bowl Association (SBA), a membership group 
open to all — has been working to save Stockbridge Bowl by mobilizing support from the Town, 
the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and from people living near 
the lake. Raising more than $3.5 million so far, the SBA has created a plan to dredge key areas of 
the Bowl and draw down the water level in the winter to freeze and kill the roots of the invasive 
Milfoil. 

Now we are asking for help to fund this plan from the broader Berkshires community. 

With $1 million in funding from the SBA, the Town of Stockbridge has already installed a 250-
foot long concrete pipe in the outlet of the Bowl so that water can be withdrawn from the lake, 
bypassing the obstruction created years ago by a Town sewer and three natural gas pipes. With 
the planned dredging of more than 20,000 cubic yards of sediment (now scheduled for the winter 
of 2017/18), the Town will be able to lower the water level in the winter to kill Milfoil near the 
shore. 

The dredging of key areas of the Bowl will cost an estimated $2.8 million, of which $2.5 million 
has been raised to date. The state DEP has been extremely supportive with Clean Water Act 

http://theberkshireedge.com/citizens-undertake-major-restoration-stockbridge-bowl/
http://theberkshireedge.com/author/stockbridge-bowl-association/
http://theberkshireedge.com/category/life-in-the-berkshires/


funding — both for the diversion pipe and for the dredging — contributing $910,000 and 
praising the SBA for its “extremely responsible management” of the lake. The Stockbridge 
Community Preservation Committee has shown its commitment to the preservation of the Bowl 
with grants of more than $400,000 in previous years; a proposal to contribute an additional 
$50,000 will be voted upon at this Monday’s (May 16) Annual Town Meeting in 
Stockbridge. The Select Board is proposing to contribute $75,000 in the next fiscal year, also 
subject to approval at Town Meeting. In addition, 18 individual homeowners have become 
leaders of the capital campaign, contributing at least $25,000 each. Other users of the Bowl have 
also strongly supported this program to restore the original ecology of the lake, including 
Canyon Ranch, Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health, Camp Mah-Kee-Nac and the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. 

During this coming summer season, the SBA is working closely with an independent firm of 
environmental engineers to secure all of the final environmental approvals to dredge parts of the 
lake. If the SBA is able to raise the final $300,000 needed, the Town of Stockbridge will go out 
for bids next year to get the dredging project underway. The sediment will be deposited in 30 
acres of meadow that are part of the SBA’s Bullard Woods located at the north end of the Bowl, 
which will afterwards be restored to its natural condition. 

The completion of this fundraising campaign and the dredging project are critical to restoring the 
health of Stockbridge Bowl. For more information about the project or to donate, please visit us 
online: http://www.thesba.org/save-stockbridge-bowl-campaign/ You can also support our 
efforts to preserve the Bowl by mailing donations to the SBA, PO Box 118, Stockbridge MA 
01262. 

___________ 

 Richard Seltzer has been president of the Stockbridge Bowl Association for 4 years. He also 
serves on the boards of Edith Wharton’s The Mount and Hancock Shaker Village. 

 Matt Mandel is co-chairman of the Save Stockbridge Bowl Campaign. A retired physician who 
has lived on the Stockbridge Bowl since 1981, he serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Stockbridge Bowl Association. He is a Founding Board Member of Volunteers In Medicine 
(VIM) Berkshires. 

 

http://www.thesba.org/save-stockbridge-bowl-campaign/


Stockbridge Bowl Association nears 
fundraising goal to complete $3.9 
million 'lakelift' 
By Clarence Fanto, cfanto@yahoo.com @BE_cfanto on Twitter 

POSTED:   06/19/2016 12:12:37 PM EDT 
UPDATED:   06/20/2016 06:03:32 AM EDT 

 
 
The Stockbridge Bowl 
Association has 
nearly raised enough 
money for the second 
phase of a project to 
save the lake from 
being choked by 
Eurasian watermilfoil. 
Work is expected to 
begin in the winter of 
2017-18 on the 
dredging project, 
which will remove 
22,000 cubic yards of 
sediment. (Stephanie 
Zollshan — The 
Berkshire Eagle | 
photos.berkshireeagle
.com) 

 

 

STOCKBRIDGE — On a clear mid-June day, as kayaks, canoes, sailboats, rowing shells, fishing 

boats and other watercraft ply the pristine waters of Stockbridge Bowl, the town's largest natural 

resource, it's hard to imagine that the 372-acre "Great Pond," as the state calls it, is in dire straits, 

with its future health in jeopardy. 

But within a few weeks, the annual summer infestation of Eurasian watermilfoil weeds will be 

choking areas of the lake, stark evidence of the urgent need to complete the nearly $3.9 million 

"lakelift" project conceived seven years ago by the nonprofit Stockbridge Bowl Association. 

With about $300,000 in support still to be raised this summer to close the gap and complete its 

Save Stockbridge Bowl campaign, the association is approaching the finish line for the crucial, 

$2,750,000 second phase of its cleanup project. 

mailto:By%20Clarence%20Fanto
mailto:By%20Clarence%20Fanto
mailto:cfanto@yahoo.com
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7610079�


The mechanical dredging operation by earth-moving equipment to remove up to 70 years of silt 

buildup will be followed by a major winter drawdown to snuff out the roots of the invasive plants 

clogging ever-expanding portions of the lake's perimeter. 

"The weed growth has been persistent and the sediment filling critical parts of the lake is getting to 

the point where it will be Stockbridge Bog instead of Stockbridge Bowl soon," said association 

President Richard Seltzer. 

With crucial town backing, the association devised what Seltzer described as a "3-D plan" — 

installing a diversion drain, dredging and drawing down the lake. 

Pending state approval of environmental permits being drafted by GZA Environmental of 

Springfield, the dredging project to remove 22,000 cubic yards of sediment from the bottom of a 

quarter-mile long, 7-foot-deep channel to be cleared between the lake and the Interlaken outlet 

dam is now slated for the winter of 2017-18, Seltzer said. 

The 5.5-foot drawdown before subsequent winters would expose the roots so they would freeze and 

die before the first protective blanket of snow. The Town of Stockbridge Lake Management Plan 

has been approved by the state Department of Environmental Protection and the Stockbridge 

Conservation Commission. 

The town is expected to put the project out to bid next summer, Seltzer said. According to state law, 

total funding must be in the bank before the work begins. 

The excavated sediment, 8 to 10 feet deep, will be deposited in a 30-acre meadow within Bullard 

Woods, owned by the association off the northern shore of the lake. The area will then be restored 

to its natural state. 

The Stockbridge Bowl Association has 
nearly raised enough money for the 
second phase of a project to save the 
lake from being choked by Eurasian 
watermilfoil. Work is expected to begin in 
the winter of 2017-18 on the dredging 
project, which will remove 22,000 cubic 
yards of sediment. (Stephanie Zollshan — 
The Berkshire Eagle | 
photos.berkshireeagle.com) 

 

Major project funding includes 

$825,000 approved by annual 

town meeting voters in recent 

years and from Community 

Preservation Act support. Seltzer 

http://www.berkshireeagle.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7610077�


emphasized that the backing of the taxpayers has been crucial to the success of the fundraising 

campaign, and also has triggered significant state support.  

The state Department of Environmental Protection has kicked in $910,000 in grants through the 

U.S. Clean Water Act. 

The 400-member association has taken in $265,000 from private foundations, notably the Jack 

and Jane Fitzpatrick Trust, as well as several hundred thousand dollars from local businesses 

including Berkshire Bank, Canyon Ranch and Camp Mah-Kee-Nac as well as nonprofits such as the 

Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health and the Boston Symphony. 

But private donations have been the greatest source of funding — more than $1 million from 

individuals who live on or near the lake. 

Seltzer, a lakeshore resident, minces no words when he describes what's at stake for the town's 

primary recreational calling card: "If Stockbridge cannot dredge a half-century of accumulated 

sediment and enable a winter drawdown to kill the invasive Eurasian watermilfoil, Stockbridge 

Bowl will die," he said. 

If left untreated, portions of the mile-wide, two-mile long bowl, originally known as Lake 

Mahkeenac, could turn into an unsightly marsh, hampering boating and threatening the idyllic 

beauty of the much-photographed and filmed setting. 

At least 6,000 watercraft use the lake every year, according to a count at the town's boat launch off 

Route 183. The annual Josh Billings Runaground triathlon in mid-September includes a twice-

around-the-lake race by more than 500 kayaks and canoes.  

Although it's owned by the state, maintenance and preservation of the lake is primarily the 

responsibility of the town. About 400 seasonal and year-round property owners live on or near the 

Bowl. 

The association, which has watched over Stockbridge Bowl since 1946 and first identified the 

invasive weed threat in 1958, has already spent $1.1 million on Phase One — installation in 2013 of 

a 250-foot-long, 4-foot-wide concrete drainage pipe under the town sewer line in the narrow outlet 

portion of the lake.  

The dredging operation along 5 percent of the shoreline will be concentrated on the three most 

troubled sectors of the lake: The public beach and the outlet section behind the mid-lake island first, 

followed by the Hawthorne Road causeway area. 

Why has the lake been so threatened by seven decades of silt buildup? 



Seltzer explained that the town's storm drainpipe installed at the bottom of the lake's outlet section, 

along with three Tennessee Gas pipelines dating from the 1950s to the 1970s parallel to the town 

sewer line, combined to block the natural washing-out of the bowl. The Eurasian watermilfoil 

plants started encroaching on the shoreline because some residents used to dump their aquarium 

water into the lake. 

The state DEP's Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program is completing its final review 

of the project. The program protects the lake's rare Pilsbry's-Spire Snail.  

"It's highly likely that our dredging project will not imperil the survival of the snail in the rest of the 

lake," Seltzer said. 

Contact Clarence Fanto at 413-637-2551. 

By the numbers . . . 

The Stockbridge Bowl Association has raised about $3.5 million toward its nearly $3.9 million 

"lakelift" project from the following sources: 

• Private donations: $1,150,000 

• State Department of Environmental Protection: $910,000 

• Town of Stockbridge (annual budget and CPA): $825,000 

• Foundations: $265,000 

• Berkshire Bank, other businesses and nonprofit organizations: $250,000  

• Association's general fund: $100,000 

Source: Stockbridge Bowl Association, town of Stockbridge 

The Stockbridge Bowl Association 
has nearly raised enough money 
for the second phase of a project 
to save the lake from being 
choked by Eurasian watermilfoil. 
Work is expected to begin in the 
winter of 2017-18 on the dredging 
project, which will remove 22,000 
cubic yards of sediment. 
(Stephanie Zollshan — The 
Berkshire Eagle | 
photos.berkshireeagle.com) 
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Billing dispute settled, work on fighting Stockbridge Bowl 
weeds can continue 
Posted Tuesday, June 27, 2017 6:21 pm 
By Clarence Fanto, Special to The Eagle 
 
PHOTOS BEN GARVER - THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE 

 
Eurasian milfoil, an invasive species, is so prolific in the Stockbridge Bowl that is 
threatens to put a chokehold on the lake, Stockbridge, Mass., Tuesday, June 27, 2017. 
Ongoing efforts to clean up the weeds will be augmented by further dredging of areas 
where the weed threatens to choke the lake outlet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STOCKBRIDGE — Settlement of a billing dispute between the town 
and GZA GeoEnvironmental's Springfield office has cleared the way 
for further preliminary work on a $4 million restoration project to 
dredge and remove invasive Eurasian milfoil weeds gaining a 
chokehold near the shore of the 372-acre Stockbridge Bowl. 
 
The town hired GZA as the consulting firm to do engineering studies 
and seek regulatory approvals before the town can go out to bid for 

removal of 22,000 cubic yards of sediment in the southern section of the lake, Stockbridge Bowl 
Association President Richard Seltzer told the Select Board at Monday night's meeting. 
 
The dredging and silt-removal is required before a 5.5-foot winter drawdown of the lake designed to kill 
the milfoil weeds clogging the entire perimeter of the lake, he said. 
 
The 2014 contract between the town and GZA put a $154,000 cap on spending that the company "chose 
to ignore by sending the town bills that exceeded the limits," Seltzer said. 
 
GZA halted work on the engineering studies and regulatory approvals after its bills were challenged, he 
added.  To resolve the dispute, the Select Board sought guidance from Jennie Merrill, an attorney who 
works with Town Counsel J. Raymond Miyares's firm, Miyares and Harrington. 
 
Under a compromise intended to enable the engineering study to resume, GZA reduced its demand for 
work already completed by $128,210, Seltzer told The Eagle on Tuesday. "We agreed that's a fair 
settlement," he stated. The total now owed to the company is $132,947 for work performed so far, some 
of which exceeded the scope of the original contract. 
 
Payments to the company from town coffers will come out of funds raised by the Stockbridge Bowl 
Association. Under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Water Act, the town is being 
reimbursed by the state through a $672,000 grant administered by the state Department of Environmental 
Protection. 
 
"Even with the announced settlement, as long as the DEP money is there, we will keep being reimbursed 
for the full amount being paid to GZA," Seltzer said. 



 
The town is set to pay the company a total of $132,947 this week, said Town Administrator Danielle 
Fillio, in order to be reimbursed by the state grant. That includes a $54,748 invoice from a year ago which 
had been held pending a settlement of the dispute. 
 
Then, Seltzer told board members, a contract amendment worth $158,000 will be executed with GZA for 
future work to finish the engineering study. That will bring the total to $485,000 for all studies and 
regulatory work done by the company since 2014, all covered by the association's funds previously raised. 
A corporate manager and an attorney at GZA did not return calls seeking comment; an office manager 
said he could not discuss the matter. 
 
The dredging project has been funded by the Clean Water Act through next June; then, the Stockbridge 
Bowl Association would have to re-apply on behalf of the town for further support. "There is some risk 
that the present administration in Washington, not thinking that the Clean Water Act is worth enforcing 
and not thinking that rivers and waterways ought to remain unpolluted, will stop funding," Seltzer said. 
 
State DEP officials remain "guardedly optimistic" that the federal funding would remain in place for the 
Stockbridge Bowl project, he said, "but there are no guarantees. Who knows what will happen in 
Washington." 
 
Town taxpayers have supported the lake cleanup, approving $825,000, including a series of Community 
Preservation Act grants in recent years. Currently, $305,000 of that funding remains available when 
needed, Fillio told the Select Board. 
 
The actual dredging is expected to cost $2 million, Seltzer confirmed, but it's not expected to begin for 
another two years. Regulatory hurdles remain, he said, because the state DEP's Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species program seeks to protect a rare species of snail that is found only in only two 
Massachusetts locations — Stockbridge Bowl and Laurel Lake. 
 
"We have to reassure them that the snails will survive the dredging project," Seltzer said. "Once we 
convince them of that, we'll be able to proceed with other regulatory permits." The dredging may take 
place during the winter of 2018-19, giving the association time to raise more money. 
 
The 5.5-foot drawdown before subsequent winters would expose the invasive milfoil's roots so they 
would freeze and die before the first protective blanket of snow. The Town of Stockbridge Lake 
Management Plan has been approved by the state Department of Environmental Protection and the 
Stockbridge Conservation Commission. 
 
Following the Monday discussion, the Select Board voted 3-0 to approve the settlement agreement with 
GZA and to authorize board Chairman Donald Chabon to sign the necessary documents, including 
payment authorization. 
 
The nonprofit Stockbridge Bowl Association developed the $4 million lake restoration plan for the state-
designated "Great Pond" eight years ago. Clean Water Act grants have totaled $910,000. 
 
The 400-member association has raised $265,000 from private foundations, notably the Derfner 
Foundation and the Jack and Jane Fitzpatrick Trust, as well as more than $150,000 from local businesses 
including Berkshire Bank, Canyon Ranch and Camp Mah-Kee-Nac as well as nonprofits such as the 
Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health and the Boston Symphony. 
 
Private donations have been the greatest source of funding — more than $1 million from individuals who 



live on or near the lake. 
 
If left untreated, portions of the mile-wide, two-mile long bowl, originally known as Lake Mahkeenac, 
could turn into an unsightly marsh, hampering boating and threatening the idyllic beauty of the much-
photographed and filmed setting. At least 6,000 watercraft use the lake every year, according to a count at 
the town's boat launch off Route 183. The annual Josh Billings Runaground triathlon in mid-September 
includes a twice-around-the-lake race by more than 500 kayaks and canoes. 
 
Although it's owned by the state, maintenance and preservation of the lake is primarily the responsibility 
of the town. About 400 seasonal and year-round property owners live on or near the Bowl. 
 
Reach correspondent Clarence Fanto at cfanto@yahoo.com or 413-637-2551 
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