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BOSTON — Today, the Baker-Polito Administration opened the third round of the Urban

Agenda Grant Program(/service-details/urban-agenda-grant-program), making $500,000

available in FY19.  

Recognizing urban centers face unique economic and quality-of-life challenges, and that,

in many cases, successful outcomes depend on local expertise, the Baker-Polito

Administration launched Urban Agenda in 2015 to offer flexible funding for initiatives that

entail community-driven responses to community-defined economic opportunities, and

that build leadership, collaboration, and capacity at the local level. Since its inception, the

Administration has awarded $3.5 million through the program across 25 projects in 17

communities.

“We have a wide range of resources available to Massachusetts cities and towns and the

Urban Agenda is a powerful example of our administration’s commitment to improving

the lives of residents and connecting job-seekers to new opportunities,” said Governor

Charlie Baker. “This program supports partnerships between local government, non-

profits and the business sector, which are essential to building stronger cities and regional

economies.”

“Throughout the Commonwealth, partnerships at the local level help us identify obstacles

to success, and how to work collaboratively to solve them. Through Urban Agenda, we’ve

supported an array of projects in cities such as Worcester, New Bedford, Holyoke, Lowell,

Springfield and Revere,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “We look forward to announcing

another round of awards to support workforce development, small business growth,

entrepreneurial initiatives and projects that foster economic success and support

neighborhoods throughout Massachusetts.”

“We are pleased to announce another round of the Urban Agenda program,” said Housing

and Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash. “We launched Urban Agenda early in the

Baker-Polito Administration, modeled after Boston Fed’s Working Cities program and with

a core tenet that collaboration on shared goals builds better programs, enhances our
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effectiveness, and creates better outcomes for residents working to increase their earning

potential and improve the lives of their families. ”

Urban Agenda is a competitive grant program for eligible cities with median household

income less than 90 percent of the state’s average income. Currently, 53 cities, comprised

of both Gateway and non-Gateway cities, of varying sizes are eligible to apply for the

program. 

Program guidelines and grant application are available at www.mass.gov/service-

details/urban-agenda-grant-program(/service-details/urban-agenda-grant-program). 

Applications are due by 5 p.m. on Oct. 25.
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The Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development promotes vibrant

communities, growing businesses, and a strong middle class.
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