






Finance Committee Report

During the past year, the Committee has followed out

its original plan mentioned in our last report, of holding

monthly meetings throughout the year. One or more de-

partment heads usually meet with the Committee, discuss-

ing their department's work, and at each meeting a monthly
report of expenditures and receipts of the town is furnished

by the Accountant's department. This procedure enables

the Committee members to become familiar with the finan-

cial standing of the town throughout the year.

We believe that a tax rate of $30.00 per thousand is as

high as our citizens can afford to pay under the present con-

ditions, and it has been our purpose in recommending the

budget of the year 1935, to keep the recommended appro-

priations within a total figure that would assure a rate of

not over $30.00.

With the aid of the Assessors we have attempted to

estimate as accurately as possible the anticipated income of

the Town and the probable levies by State and County on

the Town. According to the information obtained at this

time, we believe the net result of these figures will be

slightly more favorable to the Town than a year ago. Last

year, however, the Town was able to appropriate from Sur-

plus Revenue a sum which was of considerable help in re-

ducing the assessment. But owing to the change in date of

assessment this year to January 1st, and the establishment
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of the tax rate several months earlier than in previous

years, it is doubtful if the town can benefit from such an

appropriation this year. This means that the gain in the

estimated income and expense mentioned above may be off-

set by the loss of the Surplus Revenue appropriation usually

made. Therefore it appears that the total appropriations

of 1935 as compared with those of 1934 will vary the tax

rate proportionately.

The total appropriations for 1934 were $121,852.34.

Of this amount, $2,733.50 was appropriated at a special

meeting held December 3rd, and will be applied on the 1935

tax levy. Of the balance of $119,118.84, the sum of $6,300

was voted from Surplus Revenue, leaving $112,818.84 as

the assessment which established the tax rate.

Our recommendations for departmental expenses in

1935 are $108,432.66, and for articles in the warrant

$6,850.00, a total of $115,282.66. Adding to this the appro-

priations of the Dec. 3, 1934, meeting gives a total figure of

SI 18,016. 16. We estimate a possible gain over last year

of approximately $4,700.00 in the anticipated income and

State and County levies. This amount deducted from the

previous total, leaves $113,316.16 as a possible assessment.

This is approximately the same amount as assessed last

year. Any appropriation made in addition to those recom-

mended by the Committee will increase the tax rate

accordingly.

The C. W. A. and E. R. A. projects have been of con-

siderable assistance to the Town in meeting the unemploy-

ment problem and reducing the expense of our Public Wel-

fare Department. Many of the projects, however, have de-

manded an expenditure by the Town for materials, a con-

siderable amount of which during the past year has been

charged to our regular town departments.

Whereas in some surrounding towns the cost of ad-

ministration of E. R. A. has been taken directly



201

from funds provided by E. R. A., in our Town all

administrative costs until very recently have been taken

from regular departmental funds. The administration of

the E. R. A. projects has involved a considerable amount
of extra office work and resultant clerk hire. At present

one clerk is paid by the E. R. A., other administrative ex-

penses are charged to Town Departmental appropriations.

We urge, however, that E. R. A. and like expenditures

be kept separate this year and have recommended in the

budget figures a definite sum of E. R. A. materials and

administration. We believe the citizens should know how
much these Government projects demand from the Town.

Due to changes in some of the Officers during the past

year, we have felt it advisable to approve the expenditure of

additional amounts for clerk hire to bring the work of the

departments up to date. For the new year, however, we
believe that where an Officer is paid a yearly salary, the

salary should cover any clerk hire of that department.

A casual inspection of the appropriations for some of

our departments might lead to the belief that some of our

Town Officers are getting more pay than they actually

receive. These amounts in many instances cover all ex-

penses of the department
;
salary is only one item involved.

We suggest that in the preparation of the 1935 Town Re-

port consideration be given to setting up Town Officers'

Salaries as a separate schedule and that other expenses of

the several departments be set up separately.

For the year 1935 the following salaries are included

in the department recommendations

:

Town Accountant $650.00

Treasurer 500.00

With the exception of the Treasurer's and Collector's

salaries, we approved of the recommendations of the

Collector of Taxes and Water Rates

Town Clerk

1,200.00

540.00
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Special Committee appointed at the last Annual Meeting to

bring in a schedule of pay adjustments. In these two cases

we felt that the responsibility added to the actual time

demanded by these offices justified our recommendations.

In recommending the sum of $10,000.00 for Highways,
Sidewalks, Street Signs and Bridges, we feel that this

amount should take care of all expenses under these head-

ings, with the exception of the West Street construction,

for which we recommend the appropriation of $3,000.00 by
the Town, provided the State and County will appropriate

the $9,000.00 for this purpose as specified in Article 6 of the

Town Warrant. We understand all hand labor on West
Street will be done by our own townspeople, and this job

alone will afford a large amount of labor during the coming
year. In addition to the Town appropriations, a consider-

able amount of graveling is being done under E. R. A.

In our recommendation for the Police Department, we
have allowed for the purchase of a new Ford sedan. In

the Moth Suppression department recommendation, the

purchase of a new truck is provided for.

With the approval of the Water Commissioners, we are

recommending the appropriation of $1,240.00 for Hydrant
Rental for this year.

We recommend the $2,000.00 appropriation called for

in Article 10 of the warrant, as we agree with the School

Committee that the sanitary conditions in the Center

Schools are unsatisfactory and should be remedied as quick-

ly as possible. We suggest that the plans for this work
should be approved and carried out under the direction of

the School Committee.

We endorse the action of the Water Commissioners in

their plan to replace 2-inch pipe with larger size. As we
have stated in previous reports, we feel that some replace-

ment should be made every year so that our citizens may
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receive the full benefit of adequate water supply and fire

protection.

Article 9 of the warrant calls for the purchase of land

now owned by the Easton Land Company bordering Town
River, and the corresponding water rights. We recommend
such purchase for the following reasons

:

1. We believe that a health menace would be

removed by clearing up this site which is now
being used in some sections as a dump.

2. That by such purchase it would be possible

to transform a present "eyesore" in the centre of

the town into an attractive park.

3. The labor cost of clearing and laying out

this spot could be taken care of by an E. R. A.

project.

4. The reason for recommending the appro-

priation of $1,000.00 from the War Memorial Fund
is that up to the present time there has been no

use made of this fund, and we can think of no

better or lasting memorial to the World War
Veterans than such a park located so near the

centre of the .Town would be.

5. We believe that the water level of the

river should be in the control of the town rather

than outside parties who have no vital interest in

making the town a more healthy and attractive

place to live.

6. We feel that control of the water rights

should be placed under the supervision of the

Selectmen.

In closing, we would like to call the attention of the

citizens to the improved financial position our town occupies.

Through the judicious handling of the town finances by the

Treasurer and effective work of the collector, our town
ended the year 1934 with NO outstanding temporary loan.
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While the total of outstanding real estate and personal

property taxes plus the tax titles held by the town is

approximately the same as the outstanding taxes a year ago,

we believe the rights of the town have been protected by
the action that has been taken in placing the lien which a

tax title gives.

The total of outstanding Motor Vehicles Excise Taxes

has been materially reduced since last year, but we feel that

every effort should be made to bring these taxes to the

point where nothing is outstanding beyond the current

year.

We thank all Town Officers who have helped us during

the past year, especially the Selectmen whose attendance at

our meetings and advice have been of assistance.

A table of estimates by department heads and amounts
recommended by this Committee, also a report of our

recommendations on the articles in the Town Warrant,

appear on the following pages.

ARTHUR E. RYDER, Chairman,

ALFRED T. WELLS, Secretary,

ABNER ELLIS,
ERNEST M. EVRARD,
RALPH S. FRELLICK,
WILLIAM E. NORRIS,
JOHN M. RICHARDS,

Finance Committee.



Report of Finance Committee on Articles

in Town Warrant

Article 1. To elect the following Town Officers by

. Official Ballot; One Town Clerk for one year, one Moderator

for one year, one Assessor for three years, one Selectman for

three years, one member of the Board of Public Welfare for

three years, one Treasurer for one year, one Tax Collector

for one year, one Water Commissioner for three years, two
School Committee for three years, two Trustees of Public

Library for three years, one Tree Warden for one year, two
Constables for one year.

To vote Yes or No on the following- questions: (1) Shall

licenses be granted in this Town for the sale therein of all

alcoholic beverages (whiskey, rum, gin, malt beverages,

wines and all other alcoholic beverages) ? (2) Shall licenses

be granted in this Town for the sale therein of wines and
malt beverages (wines and beer, ale and all other malt bever-

ages) ? (3) Shall licenses be granted in this Town for the

sale therein of alcoholic beverages in taverns?

Polls will be open at 9 o'clock in the forenoon of March
4, 1935, and will be closed at 8 o'clock p. m.

Article 2. To choose Town Officers for the ensuing

year not elected on the Official Ballot.

Article 3. To hear the reports of all Town Officers and

Committees and act thereon.
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Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the

Town Treasurer with the approval of the Selectmen, to bor-

row money from time to time in anticipation of the revenue

of the financial year beginning January 1, 1935, and to issue

a note or notes therefor, payable within one year, and to

renew any note or notes as may be given for a period of less

than one year in accordance with Section 17, Chapter 44,

General Laws.

Article 4. The Finance Committee recommends such

authorization.

Article 5. To raise such sums of money as may be

necessary to defray the Town charges for the ensuing year,

and make appropriation for the same.

Article 5. The recommendations of the Finance Committee
for each department appear in the tables included in their

report.

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and

appropriate the sum of $3,000.00, provided the State will con-

tribute $6,000.00 and the County $3,000.00, to rebuild West
Street as laid out by the County Commissioners.

Article 6. The Finance Committee recommends the ap-
propriation of this sum with the understanding that Town
labor be used for this work.

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and

appropriate the sum of $400.00 for any possible land damage
on West Street.

Article 7. The Finance Committee recommends this appro-

priation.

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to restore the

wage reduction made in 1932.

Article 8. The Finance Committee refers the voters to the

recommendation contained in their report.
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Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to purchase the

property owned by the Eastern Land Co. (Ames Estate) as

follows:

Section 1. Consisting of A% acres, more or less,

as upon plans, bordering the Town River west of

Arch Street, and east of Arch Street, as defined

upon said plan, at a price not to exceed $2,000.00

(two thousand dollars) ; and that the sum of $1,000.00

(one thousand dollars) be appropriated from the

War Memorial Fund, and a sum not to exceed $1, 000. 00

(one thousand dollars) be appropriated from the

revenue of the current year, for the purchase of this

property as above defined.

Section 2. To see if the Town will vote to place

under supervision of the Selectmen the control of

the water in the River (known as Town River)

above the Dam, so as to serve the best interests of

those concerned during certain periods of the year.

Article 9. The Finance Committee recommends the pur-

chase of this land and water rights connected with it, and

the appropriation of the sum required from the two sources

named in the Article. The Committee recommends favor-

able action on Section 2.

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $2,000.00 to install proper sanitary

condition in the Center schools, provided the labor will be paid

by the E. R. A., or 50% of the entire cost be paid by the

P. W. A.

Article 10. The Finance Committee recommends the appro-

priation of this sum if Federal aid is available on either basis

outlined in Article.
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Article 11. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum
of $1,000.00 from Surplus Water Revenue for purchase and

laying water pipe on Samuel Avenue a distance of 700 feet.

By request.

Article 11. The Finance Committee does not recommend
the appropriation of this sum, as they believe this work
impossible until Brockton lays connecting pipe.

Article 12. To see what amount the Town will vote to

raise and appropriate for the Plymouth County Trustees for

County Aid to Agriculture (Plymouth County Extension Ser-

vice) and choose a Town Director as provided in Sections 41

and 42 of Revised Chapter 128 of the General Laws and act

thereon.

Article 12. The Finance Committee recommends the appro-

priation of $100.00 for this purpose.

Article 13. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate

the sum of $1,359.39 for maintenance of Plymouth County
Hospital, under provisions of Chapter 111, Section 85 of the

General Laws.

Article 13. The Finance Committee recommends favor-

able action.

Article 14. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate

the sum of $300.00 for maintenance of Visiting Nurse Service

in West Bridgewater.

Article 14. The Finance Committee recommends favor-

able action.

Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to install two
lights on Sinnott Street.

Article 15. The Finance Committee does not recommend
the installation of these lights this year.



Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to build a side-

walk on Matfield Street from Cyr Street to No. Main Street

or any part thereof, and appropriate money for same.

Article 16. The Finance Committee does not recomme nd

the building of this sidewalk this year.

Article 17. To see if the Town will vote'to raise and ap-

propriate the sum of $50.00 for the purpose of preserving

Town Records.

Article 17. The Finance Committee recommends the appro-

priation of $50.00 for this purpose.

Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and

appropriate from Water Revenue the sum of $10,000.00

for Water Dept. Maintenance.

Article 18. The Finance Committee recommends favor-

able action.

Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate from Water Revenue the sum of $5,182.27 to

pay bonds and interest.

Article 19. The Finance Committee recommends favor-

able action.

Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and

appropriate from the Water Surplus Revenue the sum of

$5,000.00, if the P. W. A. will contribute a like sum, to re-

place 2-inch water mains with a 6-inch main on Copeland St.

Article 20. The Finance Committee recommends favor-

able action, provided the P. W. A. will contribute an equal

amount.
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Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and

appropriate the sum of $3,500.00 from the Water Surplus

Revenue in the event that P. W. A. do not grant the larger

sum stated in Article 20 above.

Article 21. The Finance Committee recommends favor-

able action, with the understanding that the expenditure

will be for replacement of 2 inch water mains with larger

pipe, the location of the new pipe to be left with the Water
Commissioners.

Article 22. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the

Selectmen to install a Town Forest on land now owned by the

Town.

Article 22. The Finance Committee refers this matter to

the voters at the Annual Meeting.

Article 23. To see if the Town will vote to make the

term of office of the Tax Collector three years, instead of one

year as at present.

Article 23. The Finance Committee refers this matter to

the voters at the Annual Meeting.

Article 24. To transact any other business that may
come before the meeting.



a
e

6
c
c
Ph

(2

be go o

CO ^
tH ^

S c
C3 CD

co £
CO c
OS «

9> c

cn

^ "2

rTj OJ

2 &

.2 a>

Q
.s
"S
ft
O
fH

ft
ft

o o o
- <=> <=> °.
c »o © ©
Jio (M O O

0 o o
•d °? R <=>

ij lo o o
01 © ©

o o o o o o oo o o o o o o
o lo o© t- ©
00 N lO

LO © © LO

o o o s o O O o p
q q © q 3 q q ©
© lO LO o © LO lO d ©o t> CO p OI t> LO o
oo LO Ol (M H o^ LO
oi of of of

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
©LO©LO©©LO©LOLdd©iO©©©© C~ © Ol © lo Ol © fc- co © -r< oi © o ©
00 W lO CO H ^ N N r-1 CO LO LO

oi i-T oi oi oi th~ oi r-T

o o rH o o o OJ as • t- LO LO 1
- o LO -t ©© © rH © © • tH t> q q CO 03 Ol

LO CO ol oi © CO [> od * oi CO oi d 00 d as d
03 o Ol fc-

' as l> co iO sc i
- CO CO

-x TP oc LO t> .
oo a> L> x

:
00 Ol

oi rH • oi rH of H rH

;ed
oo o
q
o
q

>pria1

934

LO
oi
so-

d©X
LO
oc
00

o o o o o o o o o o o o © oo q © q q q o q q o © © © ©
d LO d LO LO d d LO d © LO © d ©
c Ol c © OJ CO o CO o co CO © LO ©
CD CO CO LO CO 00 00^ rH X CO

T—

1

oi of oi 1—

1

rH

O CO o rH LO o t- LO LO1 to co © rH o CO OJ CO
q LO q X © q 00 00 t> OS rH LO CO q CO CO Ol

LO LO oi ~i X oi X oi co X 00 LO d X oi to
Ol t> X to © o CO CO Ol CTj CO o L> rH X
so LO co

S
CO LO OJ LO t>- CM X rH t> OI

rH o rH of rH Ol rH rH

X! © o o © o © © o o © © O o © O © © o
OJ © © q q o © © q q q © q q q o q © ©

LO © d © o © LO d d LO d d LO d d LO d d ©
I« OJ o © L- © Ol © LO1 Ol © LO CO o co Ol © LO ©

00 t> LO CO OJ rH co 00 tH q rH

a
rH~ rH Ol oi of rH oi

E3 OJ

ft o>

Q

o

S OJ <J

S3 D

ll
ft 03

<D ft

W Q
tc

~H *
0) f-i

?H O

a; S
?h o

t g
e« O
ft

o S

m C
O Eh
OT

.

a> a>
to ^
cc +->

< o

as M
ft
<D be

Q <U

ll
S g

c3 O
H W J H

ft v

Q cti

<u O

3 o b lis o

ft
0)

Q
CC -M

H O
H PQ



5r?
= -

o o os © o c O © O O C o 3 Q o • o t> o O o • • ©
q q CO q q q © q q q q

-
q q q q q • q GM q © q • • qd id d d d d d d d d d d id d id d ' d CO d © d ; ! ^do \a o o ta

— o io LO c CM lO CM o . ^ OS — o o .— — co q © OS q © CM tH oa CM LO q to

t-H d DO d to t>

o oo o OS oooooooooo
co q q q q © q q q q qdi-ot^do'oo'dodddoot>LooomooooioiootHtHCO^©©©©^©^<Mt-I ©
h o" h m o" ©"

© © © ©© © © ©
id © id ©
(M lO (M o
CM tH

-

q CM
o©
©
q
© •

© •

• ©
• ©

d
LO

CO
oa

2,000.

d— © ;© .

tH

o CO o 3 t- 00 © o o © LO © CO o © LO o LC© CM o iq CM q lO H © • • © CSj © OS CO rH t> qd CO oa CO x —

5

X © © © OS © t> d X CM t> © id© t> © © CM tH © L> LO © lO © t> —
1—i tH CM X lO © © tH

.
00 03 T-

1

X © tH T-H CM

T-T d CM DO d LO OS* tH— — *

— ©©CO©©©©©©©©©©©©©©
5 © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © ©
ts owNd^ooo'dddddo'iodiodT^Ot-COOHOOoOOOOOt>iC(MO
^.•r - H N t-^ IC C5^ O N CO H H C5 N t—(

E
1-1

t-T <d cm" co" I-* ©" oT

LO©t~©©©©©©
^t© CM ©©©©©©
t>ocodddddicC~LO©©©©©©,_,
^LO©LOLOt-Ht-ICO

©©©^f©©©©©©© © 03 CM © © © © ©
d ^ h n tj< \f n h w id00(NOLO(Nt>H0500H !N (N N 05 O © H H

t-T co co co id*

© ©© CO
© LO© t-

© © t- X© © Ttf

00 T-H^

LO

© ©^LOCM©©©©LO© ©CM00©©©©©CM
©' t> © id © t~-" © © © 35© ©CMO0CMCM©©©

T) © ©
-2 q o
*m d d
few <=> ">
§§ t-h CM
Si

1-1

a

<

©©©©©©oo©©oo©©©cm©©©©©©©©©©©©©©
(NOOLOOOOOOOOt-^(MON b- O O O N t« H (N X CO t-i

tH*" co" h d co" CO io
tH - tH ^

©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©
t>©^t©©©©©LO©LOLO©IOlO©©t—(^^©©C^tHtHCO

cm" tH

.5 3
c OS

o o
C P
.2 .2

a o
a> a)© q,
CO w
C C

."5 c

° 57 >
D

I

o £^ §
Oh ffi m

a ^
-4-> O

<3 «2

a) .2
4—>

,5 ow in

3 ^

©
=5

C
fH

a o
0) ^

- « S3 o °
S
3 o o

03 in

-° QO
as q
Q «

^ m zj

h1 WQ

7. <~>

2 § S §

•S 2 cS

J PSJ

3

S d £

u x Z
09 q



o oo ©
© c\iO rHO CO

co~

O Oo o
o ©o toO <M

£S H< H< H< TH

rH H

OS
CO

to o© o
LO

to

co do © d
CO

H

o© o© o© o© o©
©o
LO

oo
LO

d
to
©
t>
rH

d
LO

r-T rH

<—
* CD

<u iH

_ w CO

co ft
O CD ?h

w « 3
o
o

^ <u

S Ph

£ +3 * ©
co g a? oj i>

« & g IS 2
Ph cj lo go Ph

ion ion

• -+j

• 03
+5co £
*s

s
cd *S

GO

0

73

cS

£ H 3
-P -P -P

c3 o O
W GO GO

bo •

1^
o3 CP

Q ft

c3 a)J be

^ £
I a

'g GO

03 bo

U .s
ft u
O ftO GO

O t>© cm

d oiO 00O rH

o fc-

d ojO 00O rH

CO • CO o o © to CO H< OS rH
oq • © © o © t> OS rH 00 t>

© d d d od rH OS t> 1—1

rH co o LO o OS © rH ~v CO
CO

. © H CO CO ©^ T—

1

rH

CO of of oT «H to
rH rH
rH <^

• o o • o © o O LO © © ©
• © © • © © © LO l> © CO o LO
' d d * d d d rH 00 00 cxi oi 00
; to to o © lO t- CTj rH to rH

to ©^ rH Ol CM oo CM

r-T

CM

co" N r-T LO
CM rH

00 rH
CO CM
CO G5

O ©O CO

© rH© CM
CO 00

§ PP

ft ft
CD CD

Q Q

lO CO ©
t> o

CO
1—

1

© 00
rH CO

< .

9
ĈD
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