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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to re
port what amendments are necessary to be made to the 
Act to secure to mechanics and laborers their payment 
of labor by a lien on real estate, to render it more equal 
and efficient in its operations.

On motion of Mr. Richmond, of Adams, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 
directed to consider the expediency of a Commission to 
digest and revise the Probate Law.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the city 
of Lawrence, for the establishment of a term of the Su- 

. preme Judicial Court in that city.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. W right, of Boston, it was Ordered, 

that the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance 
consider the expediency of recommending a Commission 
to establish Harbor Tnnes in Old Harbor, comprising the
southerly shore of South Boston and Dorchester Bay.

J8



100 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

On motion of Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Banks and Banking consider 
the expediency of authorizing Savings Banks to make 
loans to school districts, and of legalizing such loans 
heretofore made.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, it was Or
dered, that the Sergean't-at-Arms he instructed to furnish 
each reporter regularly attending the Legislature, with 
one copy of the Constitutional Debates in his care.

Mr. ’Whitney, of Conway, presented the Petition of 
W illiam Stow and others, Trustees of Shelburne Falls 
Academy, for change of name and alteration of Act of 
Incorporation, of said institution.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Ivimball, of North Chelsea, the Petition of H. W, 
Dale and others, of North Chelsea, in aid of that of the 
Town of Chelsea.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges,

Mr. Seeley, of Adams, the Petition of Abel "Wether- 
bee and others, of Adams, for the removal of the Court 
House in Berkshire.
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Referred to the joint special committee on that subject.

Mr. Lewis, of Falmouth, the Petition of Peter Lewis, 
of Falmouth, for the location of his wharf, and liberty to 
extend the same.

Mr. Wright, of Boston, the Petition of Seth Adams and 

others, for leave to extend wharves.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, the Petition of Seth Daggett 
and others, for alteration of laws regulating fees of Nan
tucket pilots.

Mr. Moore, of W altham, the Petition of Daniel Farrar 
and others, for incorporation as the W altham Land and 
Building Association.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Wood, of Fitchburg, the Petitions of

The Rollstone Bank, of Fitchburg, 
and The Fitchburg Bank.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, that of 

The W altham Bank.

Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, that of

The Lancaster Bank.
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Severally for increase of capital.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of Robert B. 
Williams and others, of Boston, for a Bank in the city 
of Boston,

Mr. Clapp, of Boston, the Petition of John II. T\ il- 
kins and others, for a Sixpenny Savings Bank, and Seven 

Year Survivorship Society in the city of Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of A. E. Du 
Bois and others, in relation to the Fall River Railroad 
extension.

Mr. Grant, of Medway, the Petition of Christopher 
Slocomb and others, of Medway,

And

Mr. Barden, of Newton, that of Sherman Battell and 
others,

Severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to
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whom was referred the Petition of the Mayor and Aider- 

men of New Bedford,

Reported

An Order of Notice thereon.

Mr. Wood, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Order of the 20th ultimo, relative to dissolv
ing attachments on the estates of Insolvent Debtors,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending that the 
Order be referred to the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery.

Mr. Clark, from the same Committee, to whom was re
ferred the communication from the Secretary, covering 
the Sheriffs Returns,

Reported,

That no legislation was necessary thereon.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, to whom w'as 
referred the Order of the 28th ultimo, relative to exac
tion of extra hire from railroad passengers,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Read and placed in the Orders of the Day.
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Mr. Colt, from the same committee to whom was re
ferred the Order of the 31st ultimo, relative to Commis
sioners appointed to take depositions and acknowledg
ments in other States,

t
Reported

A Bill “ Relating to Commissioners to take depositions 
and acknowledgments in other States.”

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Frances 
C Clarke,

Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of Frances C. Clarke.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Chair announced the following Joint Special Com
mittees on the part of the H ouse:—

On the Senate Order of the 26th ult., relative to Har
vard College,

Messrs. Wood, of Fitchburg:,

Russell, of Boston,
Josselyn, of Duxbury,
W ashburn, of Orange, 

and Hubbard of Hatfield.

On the Petition of William F. Goodwin, for a general7 o
Act for Loan and Fund Associations,
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Messrs. Krogman, of Boston,
Spalding, of Lowell,
Bliss, of Lanesboro’,
Bowers, of Carver, 

and Thayer, of Worcester.

The engrossed Bill (Senate) “ Authorizing the Su
preme Judicial Court to restrain Railroad Corporations, by 
injunction, from entering upon and using land in certain 
cases,” was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 
of

Epes Marchant and others,
Christopher Lufkin and others,
J. S. Richardson and others,
W illard Lewis and others,
The Old Colony Railroad Company,
Harvey Hartshorn and others,
B. L. Fernald and others.

Ordered, that the Committee on Railways and Canals 
consider the expediency of so amending the Charters of 
all railroad corporations which have the right, by law. to 
connect their railroad to an adjoining corporation’s rail
road, and run their cars over their road, that the said
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corporation, so connected with shall have the same right 
to run their cars over their railroad.

The several Petitions of
N. Russell and others,
Robert M. Todd and others,
The Eastern Railroad Co.,
James Manning and others,
The Newburyport Railroad Co.,
The Boston and Maine Railroad Co.,
The Charles River Railroad Co.,
The South Shore Railroad Co.,
Cheever Newhall,
James Lee, Jr., and others,
The Directors of Fall River Railroad Co., 

Ezra Perkins, Jr., and others,
Philos B. Tyler and others,
Levi B. P ratt and others,
The Fall River Railroad Co.,
Charles Smith, of Tisbury,
The Mystic River Railroad Co., 

and Oliver Ames and others,
Were recommitted to the Committee cn Railways and 

Canals.

The Order offered yesterday relative to Normal Schools, 
came down from the Senate amended, by being referred 
to the Secretary of the Board of Education, instead of 
the Committee on Education.
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The Petition of the Selectmen of Chatham came down 
from the Senate non-concurred in its reference to the 
Committee on Claims and referred to the Committee on 
Education.

The Remonstrance of the East Boston Company against 
the Petition of the Town of Chelsea,

And

7 he Annual Report of the Agent of the Charles River 

and Warren Bridges were

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

The Petition of Charles Porter and others, for a Bank 
in Lynn, was

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Petition of the Selectmen of Northampton (taken 
from the files of last year) was

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of James Blair and others, in behalf of 
the Congregational Society in W  arren,

And

That of the Trustees of the Union Street Methodist
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Episcopal Church, in Springfield, (severally taken from 
the flies of last year,)

And

The Petition of the First Baptist Society, in Worces
ter, for leave to tax pews for parochial purposes, were

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and 

Religious Societies.

The Petition of J. IT. Cheney and others, to be incor
porated for the purpose of manufacturing oil, was

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petitions of W. IT. Spear and others, of Ply
mouth,

And
«

Jonah Robbins and others, of Plymouth,

Severally in aid of that of N. Russell and others,

The Petition of the Cape Cod Branch Railroad Com
pany for change of name and increase of capital,

The Petition of Lee Claflin and others, for a Branch 

Railroad from the Boston and Worcester Railroad to 
Hopkinton Centre,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Railways 

and Canals.
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Severally in concurrence.

The Bill “ Relating to the transportation of baggage on 
railroads,”

Was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

The Bill “ to incorporate the Cutting-machine Manu
facturing Company,”

Was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of* the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day ; the first subject being the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the House on Monday in
definitely postponed the Bill to incorporate the Sagamore 
Mills, and, after debate, the motion to reconsider was 
carried.

The question then recurred* upon the indefinite post
ponement of the .Bill, and, after debate, on motion of Mr. 
Krogman, of Boston, the previous question was Ordered.

The main question was then put, and the Bill was re
fused a third reading.

The Senate Bills “ Concerning loans by banks to the 
Commonwealth,” (as amended,)
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“ To change the corporate name of the Doctrinal Tract 
and Book Society,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Conway 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ Concerning the Webster Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company,”

W ere severally passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Moore,'of Waltham, 

The House

Adjourned.
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,  Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Longley, of Belchertown, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Pay Roll consider and 
report upon the subject of the pay of the Council, Senate, 
and House of Representatives, and the Clerks and Chap
lains of the two branches.

On motion of Mr. Reed, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the ex
pediency of further legislation respecting the conflicting 
rights of owners of water-power privileges, and report by 
bill or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Seamans, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Banks and Banking- be directed to 
ascertain from the legal officers of each bank applying for 
an increase of capital, if said bank has, by its officers or 
directors, exacted or taken, directly or indirectly, exorbi
tant or illegal exchange, discount or interest, or in any 
other way violated the banking laws of the Common
wealth ; and for that purpose they be directed to send for 
persons and papers; and that said committee report the
facts to the Legislature.

19
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Mr. Dwight, of Stockbridge, presented the Remon
strances of Hugo Dewey and others, of Alford,

And

Elisha Ingraham and others, of New Ashford,

Severally against the removal of the Court House in 
Berkshire County.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Mr. Haskell, of Ipswich, presented the Petition of 
Thomas C. Oliver and others, of Lynn, in aid of that of 
the Town of Chelsea.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Blair, of Southbridge, the Petition of Edwin 
W alker and others, of Southbridge, for the establishment 
of a ten-hour law.

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub

ject.

Mr. Seamans, of Boston, the Petition of the Broad
way Bank, of South Boston, for increase of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking. 

Mr. W inn, of W est Cambridge, the Remonstrance of
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AV. J. Lane and others, of A\rest Cambridge, against the 
Petition of Charles Stone and others.

Eeferred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Gaskill, of Mendon, the Petition of John G. Met
calf and others, of Mendon ;

Air. Grant, of Medway, the Petition of Stephen AY. 
Richardson and others, of F ranklin ;

Severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Air. Holmes, of Boston, the Senate Order 
relative to Nebraska, was taken from the table, amended, 
and sent up for concurrence.

Air. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Perry 

Newhall,

Reported

An Order of Notice thereon, which was accepted.



204 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance consider the expediency of so altering the law 
in relation to the use of proxies by banks, as to make it 
apply to insurance companies, or any other incorporated 
company.

The Petition of B. Ilammatt and others, (taken from 
the files of last year,) was referred to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the Society for the employment of the 
Female Poor, for a Resolve confirming and making valid 
their doings, and for leave to surrender their charter, and 
for the specific appropriation of their funds,

W as referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions.

The Petition of the Milford Bank for increase of cap
ital,

The Petition of the Bank of North America for increase 
of capital,

And

The Petition of Samuel Little and others, for a bank 
in Georgetown,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Banks

and Banking.
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The several Petitions of

J. and W. Slater and others, of Slatersville,
George F. W ard well and others, of Woonsocket,
Lyman Copeland and others, of Pascoag,

D. S. Whipple and others, of Burrellville, E. I., in aid 
of that of the Charles Eiver Railroad Company,

And

The Petition of the Grand Junction Railroad and De
pot Company, to be united and form one corporation with 
the Union Railroad, and extension of time for com
pletion,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petitions of Samuel H. Allen and others,

And

The Warren Mutual Loan and Fund Association, for a 

general law incorporating such associations,

Were severally referred to the joint special committee 
on that subject.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day ; the first subject being the Report, in
expedient to legislate upon the Order of the 14th ultimo, 
relative to the Poor Debtor’s Oath on mesne process in 
actions of tort—the fjuestion being upon recommitment
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with instructions to report a Bill. And after debate, on 
motion of Mr. Abbot, of Beverly, the previous question 
was ordered.

The main question was then put, and the Report was 
accepted.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate ” relative to the 
exaction of extra fares from railroad passengers, was 
accepted.

The “ Resolve in favor of Frances C. Clarke,”

And

The Senate Bill “ to incorporate the Cutting-Machine 
Manufacturing Company,”

W ere severally ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Rule be so far suspended, that all Orders of Ref
erence and of Notice, and all enacted Bills which have 
been passed upon by the House, be sent to the Senate 
without being detained under the provision of the Rule.

The following Bills were passed to be enacted, and 
were sent up to the Senate :—

The Senate Bills, “ Authorizing the Pilgrim Society to 
hold additional Real Estate,”

And
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<• Concerning the Eliot Fire Insurance Company,”

And

The House Eesolve, “ In  addition to a Eesolve for 
printing the State Prison Eeport.”

On motion of Mr. Josselyn, of Duxbury, 

The House

Adjourned.



I
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Shackford, of Chicopee, it was Or
dered, that the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish each member of 
the House of Representatives with a copy of the Massa
chusetts State Register for 1854.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Elections be authorized to send 
for persons and papers, whenever to them it shall seem 
proper.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery consider 
the expediency of amending the Insolvent Laws of the 
Commonwealth, by providing that the estate of the insol
vent debtor shall pay seventy-five per cent, to entitle the 
debtor to a legal discharge from his debts, unless the 
debtor shall have obtained the consent of two-thirds of all 
his creditors in writing.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on the Judiciary be requested to 

20
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inquire into the expediency of substituting or giving an 
alternative of confinement, in certain crimes norv punish

able by fine only.

On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Conway, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Judiciary, be instructed 
to inquire and report, what amendments, if any, are 
desirable, in the laws relating to Joint Stock Companies.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to in
quire if any, and what amendments are necessary, to the 
first section cf the 314th chapter of the Acts of 1852.

Mr. Kinsman, of Newburyport, presented the Petition 
of Samuel Little and others, of Georgetown,

And

The Petition of Edward Todd and others, of Rowley,

Severally in aid of that of Henry Johnson and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Prisons inquire into the expe
diency of providing by law for some mode of employment

t
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of persons confined in the common jails in this Common
wealth ; also that said committee consider the expediency 
of enacting a law requiring the employment of female 
attendants in jails in certain cases.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of 
Edmund Pope and others, to be set off from Dorchester 
and annexed to Quincy.

Deferred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of Joseph "W. 
Stone and others, to be incorporated as a Gas Light Com
pany in Newton.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of Alpheus Dunbar 
and others, of East Boston, in aid of that of the Town of 

Chel sea.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of David Snow 
and others, to be incorporated as the Fisherman’s Bank 
in Boston.

Mr. Farrar, of Boston, the Petition of the Provident 
Institution in the town of Boston, for leave to hold real 
estate.
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Mr. Chamberlin, of Worcester, the Petition of Amasa 
W alker and others, to be incorporated as a Savings Bank 
in North Brookfield;

Mr. Williams, of Boston, the Petition of John T. 
Pingley and others, to be incorporated as the South End 
Savings Bank in Boston ;

Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the Petition of Andrew Kel
ley and others, for the incorporation of a Five Penny 
Savings Bank in L ynn;

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, presented the Petition of 
John Fisher and others, for a Branch Railroad from the 
Boston and New York Central Railroad to the village of 
W est Dedham.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of A. A. Frazer 
and others, for an Act incorporating the W estern Avenue 

Railroad Company.

Mr. Grant, of Medway, the Petition of Eli Kelly and 
others,

Mr. Barden, of Newton, the Petition of A. H. Brooks 
and others, of Middletown, Connecticut,

Severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 

Company.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Kailways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Jervis Shove, a member elect from Dighton, ap
peared, and presented his credentials, and the Speaker 
appointed Messrs. Hood, of Somerset, and Sanford, of 
Taunton, a committee to conduct Mr. Shove to the Gov
ernor for the purpose of taking the requisite oaths, who 
attended to that duty and reported accordingly; and 
thereupon Mr. Shove took his seat as a member of this 
House.

Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on Leave of Ab
sence, reported leave of absence to Mr. Gardiner, of Ash- 
field, for four days from the fourth instant.

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the Greenfield Aque
duct Company, reported an Order of Notice thereon.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, from the Committee on the
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Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of the 21st 
ultimo, relative to the right of Mutual Insurance Com
panies in insolvent estates insured by them,

Reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, from the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, to whom was referred the Order of the 
81st ultimo, relative to a General Law for the incorpora
tion of Railroad Companies,

Reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Richmond, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of the 1st in
stant, relative to a Commission to revise and digest the 

Probate Laws,

Reported

A “ Resolve for Revision of Laws relating to Probate.”

Mr. Lyman, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Thomas J. Clark and 

others,

Reported

A Bill “ To incorporate the Salisbury and Amesbury
Gas Light Company.”
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Mr. Poole, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was committed the Senate Bill “ Relating to the transpor
tation of baggage upon Railroads,”

Reported

The same in a new draft.

Severally read, and Ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

Lee Claflin and others,
J. M. Hood and others,
The Selectmen of Northampton,
James Lee and others, 

and Charles Smith.

Ordered, that the joint special committee to whom was 
committed so much of the Governor’s Address as refers 
to amendments of the Constitution, have authority to 
cause to be printed such papers as may be deemed neces
sary to be printed.

The Petition of the Suffolk Cordage Company for per
mission to manufacture cordage in the city of Roxbury, 
and for other purposes,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Remonstrance of William Chamberlin and others,
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of Littleton, against the Petition of Gayton P. Osgood 
and others,

The Remonstrance of Eliab Snow and others, of New 
Braintree,

And

That of John Smith and others, of Barre,

Severally against loaning the credit of those towns to 
the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Company,

And

The Petition of the Eastern Railroad Company to 
change the terminus of the South Reading Branch Rail
road,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 

and Canals.

The Report on the report of the delegates to a Con
vention in Philadelphia, relative to a Monument com

memorative of Independence, was committed to the Com
mittee on the Library.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day ; and

The Bill “ Relating to Commissioners to take depositions 
and acknowledgments in other States,”
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Was ordered to a third reading.

The House “ Resolve in favor of Frances C. Clarke,”

Was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur

rence.

The Senate Bill, “ To incorporate the Cutting-Machine 
Manufacturing Company,”

Was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The following engrossed Bills were passed to be en

acted, and were sent to the Senate.

“ An Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the Con
way Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ An Act concerning the Webster Fire and Marine In
surance Company,”

“ An Act to incorporate the Quincy Gas Light Com
pany,”

>

“ An Act to incorporate the Dorchester Gas Light 
Company,”

“ An Act to change the corporate name of the Doctri
nal Tract and Book Society.”
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On motion of Mr. Farrar, of Boston, the vote whereby 
the House yesterday accepted the Report of the commit
tee, issuing an Order of Notice on the Petition of Perry 
Newhall, of Lynn, was reconsidered.

The question then recurred on the acceptance of the 
Report of the committee.

Mr. Farrar, of Boston, moved to recommit the Petition.

Mr. Kinsman, of Newburyport, moved to amend the 
motion of Mr. Farrar, by adding “ with instructions to re
port leave to withdraw.”

After debate, on motion of Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, 
the previous question was ordered,

And
The main question being put, the Report of the com

mittee was rejected.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, then moved that the Peti
tioner have leave to withdraw,

And
On motion of Mr. Abbot, of Beverly, the previous 

question was ordered.

The main question was then put, and the Petitioner 
had leave to withdraw his Petition.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis,

The House

Adjourned.



i
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Speaker read a communication from the Sheriff of 
Suffolk County, inviting members to visit the County Jail.

A message was received from the Governor by the Sec
retary, transmitting the Annual Report of the Board of 
Education, and the Annual Report of the Secretary of 
the Board.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

A communication was received from the Secretary, 
transmitting, in compliance with the Order of the 24th 
ultimo, a Schedule of the Commissions created in 1851, 
1852 and 1853.

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Dalton, of Salem, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary, be directed to con
sider whether any further legislation is necessary concern
ing the measuring of bark.

On motion of Mr. W right, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 

that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the ex
pediency of providing by law for the filing and preserva
tion of newspapers, in the various cities, towns and coun
ties of the State.

21
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On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston, it was Ordered 
that the Committee on County Estimates be instructed 
to inquire whether any, and if any, what further legis
lation is required to facilitate the publication of the 
Map of the State, with the necessary corrections.

Mr. Stone, of Winchester, presented the Petition of 
Page Alden and others, for an alteration in the manner 
of notifying creditors of deceased persons, whose estates 
are rendered insolvent.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, offered the following Order:—

“ Ordered, that the Committee on Claims consider the 
expediency of indemnifying persons for losses sustained 
by the destruction of the Ursuline Convent.”

The Order was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Militia be instructed to inquire 
if any, and what further legislation is necessary respect
ing Regimental and Battalion Officer drills.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Prisons be instructed to inquire
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into the expediency of providing by law, that all con
tracts for prison labor, in the State Prison, shall be sub
mitted to public competition by advertisement of the 
Warden before being sanctioned and approved by the 
Inspectors of said Prison.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Agriculture, have leave to 
visit the farm connected with the State Reform School at 
Westboro’, and make such examination as may seem to 
them proper and necessary relative to the contemplated 

transfer of said farm into the charge of the State Board 
of Agriculture.

Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, presented the Petition of 
the Upper Locks and Canals on Connecticut River, for 
new powers.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Shove, of Dighton, the Petition of Noble Sim
mons and others, for an alteration of the law regulating 
the Shad and Herring Fishery in Taunton Great River.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Also

The Petition of Charles II. Gordon and others, for an 
Act of incorporation to build £a bridge over Taunton 
River between the towns of Dighton and Berkley.
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Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Petition of the Selectmen 
of Lee and Becket, in aid of that of the 10th Massachu
setts Turnpike Corporation.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of James Clark and 
others, of Boston, in aid of that of the Town of Chelsea,

And

The Remonstrance of the Shawmut Iron Foundry and 
others, against the same.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Hall, of Medford, the Petition of W. W. Bullock 
and others, in aid of the Petition of AY. F. Goodwin and 
others, for a General Law for Mutual Loan and Fund 
Associations.

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub
ject.

Air. Lamb, of AVorcester, the Petition of AVm. M. 
Bickford and others, of AVorcester, in aid of that Philos 
B. Tyler, and others.

Air. Grant, of Medway, the Petition of Paniel A. 
Daniels and others, of Ivillingly, C't.,

And
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That of Royal A. Thompson and others, of Hebron, 
Ct.

Mr. Crafts, of Roxbury, the Petition of Daniel Kim
ball and others, of Needham,

Severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Dalton, of Salem, the Petition of John Danforth 
Jr. and others, of Lynnfield, that the Boston and Maine 

Railroad may enter their depot in Boston with steam 
power.

Mr. Richardson, of Dorchester, the Petition of George 
H. Gray and others, in aid of that of Cheever Newhall.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Strickland, of Otis, presented the Remonstrance 
of Milton Johnson and others, of Becket,

Mr. Spencer, of Sterling, that of C. I I ,  Woodruff and 
others, of W est Stockbridge,

Mr. Taylor, of Great Barrington, that of John II. 
Coifing and others, of Great Barrington,

Mr. Benton, of Richmond, that of Spencer Pease and 
others, of Washington,
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Mr. Webster, of Sandisfield, that of George H ull and 

others, of Sandisfield,

Mr. Dwight, of Stockbridge, those of C. J. Carter and 

others, of Otis,

And

J. Z. Goodrich and others, of Stockbridge,

Severally against the removal of the Court House in 
Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the City of Lawrence, 

Reported

An Order of Notice thereon, which was accepted.

Mr. Rich, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of Seth 

Adams and others,

Also,

The Petition of Peter Lewis,

Reported

Orders of Notice thereon, which were accepted and 

sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to
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whom was referred the Senate Bill “ To establish a Police 

Court in the town of Haverhill,”

Reported

That the same ought to pass with an amendment.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Rich, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
Eagle Fire Insurance Company,

Reported

A Bill “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Eagle 
Fire Insurance Company.”

Mr. Lynde, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Order of the 21st ultimo, 

relative to oaths to inventories,

Reported'

A Bill “ Concerning Inventories and Accounts in the 
Courts of Probate.”

Severally read, and Ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petitions of 
Chace, Brothers & Co., and the “ Iron Founders’ Conven
tion ” were taken from the files of last year and referred 

to the Committee on Manufactures.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The Bill “ Concerning loans by banks to the Common
wealth,” was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Sen
ate.

Papers from the Senate.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of B. 
Hammatt and others.

The Petition of Nathaniel Wells and others, of Grove- 
land, for a Savings Institution,

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing.

The Petition of Jonathan Amory and others, for incor
poration for the manufacture of Steam Boiler Furnaces,

W as referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Norfolk Mills,”

The “ Resolve on the Petition of Charles J. Morrill, 
Trustee, and others,”

The “ Resolve for amending the Constitution so as to 
change the day of the annual election,”

And

The “ Resolve for amending the Constitution in rela
tion to elections by a plurality of votes,”
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Were severally read and Ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day,

And

The Reports, “ Inexpedient to legislate relative to the 
rights of Mutual Insurance Companies in Insolvent Es
tates,”

And

“ Inexpedient to legislate relative to a General Law 
for the incorporation of Railroad Companies,”

W ere severally accepted.

The “ Resolve for revision of the laws relating to Pro
bate,”

And

Bills “ To incorporate the Amesbury and Salisbury 
Gas Light Company,”

“ Relating to the transportation of Baggage on Rail
roads,” (in a new draft,)

Were severally ordered to a third reading.

The House Bill “ Relating to Commissioners to take 
depositions and acknowledgments in other States,”

Was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.
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The Orders of the Day having been disposed of, on 
motion of Mr. Shackford, of Chicopee, the rules were 
suspended, and the Senate

“ Resolve for amending the Constitution in relation to 
elections by a plurality of votes,”

Was ordered to a third reading.

The question then recurred on the passage of the Re
solve.

Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, moved to amend the “ Arti
cle of Amendment ” in the Resolve, by striking out all 
the words between the word “ elections ” in the first line, 
and the words “ the person ” in the third line, and insert
ing in place thereof the words “ by the people of this 
Commonwealth,” so that the Article, if amended, would 
read as follows, namely:—

“ In  all elections by the people of this Commonwealth, 
the person having the highest number of votes, shall be 
deemed and declared to be elected.”

On motion of Mr. Cooley, of Boston, the whole subject 
was laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley, of Boston, then moved that Tuesday next,
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twelve o'clock, be assigned for taking the final question 
on the Resolve aforesaid.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, moved that the final ques
tion be taken on Friday next at twelve o’clock.

On motion of Mr. Nye, of New Bedford, the previous 
question was ordered.

The main question was then put, and the motion of 
Mr. Bradbury was rejected, and that of Mr. Cooley was 
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Cooley, the Resolve was taken from 
the table, and, after debate, on motion of Mr. Haskell, of 
Ipswich, it was again laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, 

The House

Adjourned.



.
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Met according to adjournment

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Wolcott, of Cheshire, it was Order
ed, that the Judiciary Committee consider the expediency 
of amending or repealing, or altering the laws relative to 
Clerks’ fees of the Judicial Courts.

Also,

That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the pro
priety and expediency of repealing section 10th, chapter 
6th, of the Revised Statutes, and so much of section 5th, 
chapter 122d, as provides for the compensation of Sheriffs 
for travel, in returning votes to the Secretary’s Office for 
members of Congress, and for Governor, Senators, &c. 
Also, the propriety of abolishing or amending the statute 
relative to the payment of twenty-five per cent, of certain 
fees by Deputies to the Sheriffs.

Also,

That the Judiciary Committee consider whether any 
additional legislation is required for the more effectual 
execution of the Revised Statutes, chapter 49th, section 
4th, in regard to the support and maintenance of illegiti
mate children by towns.

On motion of Mr. Richmond, of Adams, it was Order- 
22
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ed, that the Committee on Probate and Chancery be di
rected to consider the expediency of increasing the salary 
of the Judge of Probate, within and for the county of 
Berkshire.

On motion of Mr. Holt, of Lowell, it was Ordered, that 
the Committee on Probate and Chancery be requested to 
inquire whether any alteration of the statute is necessary 
relating to intestate estates.

On motion of Mr. Brinley, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that a message be sent to the Senate to propose a Con
vention of the two branches, at twelve and a half o’clock, 
on Friday, the 10th instant, for the purpose of electing 
an Auditor of Accounts, and two Directors on the part 
of the Commonwealth, of the Western Railroad.

Mr. Brinley was charged with the message ; and sub- 
quently a message was received from the Senate, inform
ing the House that the Senate concurred in the proposi
tion for a Convention.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Thomas Bice, Jr., and others, in aid of the Petition of 
Dutton & Wentworth.

Referred to the joint special committee on that subject.

Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, the Remonstrance of Cyrus
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Gale and others, of Northboro,’ against the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Federal 

Relations.

■ Mr. Demond, of Rutland, the Petition of B. H. Tripp 
and others, of Rutland, for the incorporation of an Acad
emy in Rutland.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of Charles Wyman, 
Jr., of Lynn, for allowance for injuries sustained while at 
work on the State Almshouse, at Monson.

Mr. Marchant, of Edgartown, the Petition of Bernard 
C. Marchant, guardian of Indians at Christian Town, for 
aid to Loyd Gould, an Indian child.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Fuller, of Clinton, the Petition of II. jNT. Bigelow 
and others, for incorporation as the Clinton Gas Light 
Company.

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Remonstrance of the 
Selectmen, and other citizens of Malden, against the Pe
tition of Sanford B. Perry and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.
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Mr. Hall,' of Medford, the Petition of James O. Curtis 
and others, of Medford, in aid of that of the Selectmen of 
Medford, for a bridge across the Mystic River.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of O. H . Gran
ville and others, of Boston, in aid of that of the Town of 

Chelsea.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Sanford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of James Smith, relative 
to the use of sleigh bells,

Reported

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Petition of James Smith, relative to joint 
owners of dwelling-houses,

Reported

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Colt, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of Page, Alden & C o, and others,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration
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thereof, and recommending its reference to the Committee 

on Probate and Chancery.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Colburn, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, to whom was referred the Remonstrance of Eliab 
Snow and others, of New Braintree, against loaning the 
credit of said town for the construction of the Barre and 
North Brookfield Railroad.

Also,

The Remonstrance of John Smith and others, of Barre, 
against loaning the credit of said town for the construe- 
tion of said railroad,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject, and recommending its reference to the 

Judiciary Committee of the House.

Severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Petition of 
Henry Johnson and others, was recommitted to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Richardson, of Dorchester, moved a reconsidera
tion of the vote whereby the House on Saturday rejected 
the Oydcr of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, relative to the 
Ursuline Convent.
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Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 
Edward Pope and others,

The Eastern Railroad Co.,
A. A. Frazar and others,
John Eisher and others,

and The Tenth Massachusetts Turnpike Corporation.

The Petitions of the Suffolk Savings Bank for Seamen 

and others,
And

The Lowell Institution for Savings,

Severally for leave to hold real estate,

W  ere referred to the Committee on Banks and 

Banking.

The Petition of the Cambridge Railroad Company, 
for an amendment to their Act of Incorporation,

W  as referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

The Petition of the Commercial Mutual Marine Insu
rance Company of Boston, for amendment of their char
ter,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile
Affairs and Insurance.
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The Petition of William C. Chapin and others, of 
Methuen, that a portion of said town may be set off and 
annexed to Lawrence,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of James Adams, mayor of the city of 
Charlestown, that said city may be paid its portion of the 
income of the School Fund for the year 1853,

Was referred to the Committee on Education.

The Remonstrance of Francis C. Lowell and others, 
against the Petition of the Town of Chelsea,

Was referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the D ay; the first subject being the Report 
from the Judiciary Committee of an amendment to the 
Senate Bill “ To establish a Police Court in the Town of 

H a v e r h i l l a n d  the amendment was adopted, and the 
Bill was ordered to a third reading.

The Bills “ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Eagle Fire Insurance Company,”
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“ To incorporate the Norfolk Mills,”

And Resolves “ On the Petition of Charles J. Morrill, 
Trustee, and others,”

“ For amending the Constitution so as to change the 
day of the annual election,”

Were severally ordered to a third reading.

The House Resolve “ For revision of the laws relating 
to Probate,”

And Bill “ To incorporate the Amesbury and Salisbury 
Gas Light Company,”

And Senate Bill “ Relating to the transportation of 
baggage on railroads, (as taken into a new draft,)

Were severally passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

The Orders of the Day having been disposed of, the 
“ Resolve for amending the Constitution in relation to 
elections by a plurality of votes,” was taken from the 
table, and after debate, the amendment offered on Satur
day by Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, was rejected.

Mr. Rich, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the
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vote whereby the amendment offered by Mr. Clark, of 
Northboro’, was rejected, and the question being taken, 
the motion was lost.

The question then recurred on agreeing to the Resolve, 
and after debate, on motion of Mr. Sanger, of Dover, the 
Resolve was laid upon the table.

The Bill “ Concerning the Militia,"

And

“ Resolve for the pay of the Legislature and its Officers, 
monthly,’’

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.



.

.





'
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Met according to adjournment

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Farrar, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on matters of Probate and Chancery, 
be directed to inquire whether any and what alterations 
are necessary, in the 76th chapter of the Revised Stat

utes.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Judiciary Committee consider the expediency of 
enacting a law to punish the crime of taking, without 
leave, horses and vehicles which may be standing in front 
of stores or dwellings, or in the streets.

On motion of Mr. Tilton, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire, what farther legislation, if any, is necessary in 
regard to truant children in the city of Boston.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be authorized to 
send for persons and papers whenever to them it shall 
seem proper.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
23
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George S. Ilillard and others, of Boston, that no person 
shall be disqualified as a witness on account of his theo

logical opinions.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the Petition of Perley S. 

Chase and others, of Lawrence, for the establishment of 
a term of the Supreme Judicial Court in that city.

Mr. King, of Danvers, presented the Remonstrance of 
John W . Proctor and others, of Danvers, against the Pe
tition of Henry Johnson and others.

Mr. W. Nye, of New Bedford, the Remonstrance of 
Benjamin Lincoln and others, of New' Bedford, against 
the Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of said city.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Banks and Banking consider the 
expediency of reporting a law substantially as follows:

“ That the Treasurer shall not borrow any sum exceed
ing ten thousand dollars, without first giving public no
tice ; and that he shall take the amount required, upon 
the lowrest terms it can be obtained, not exceeding five per
cent. per annum.
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Mr. Brinley, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Thomas C. Amory and others, officers of the Independent 
Company of Cadets, for increase of members and officers.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Adams, of Marblehead, the Petition of D. Blaney 
and others, of Marblehead;

Also,

That of Thomas T. Paine and others, of M arblehead;

Severally in aid of that of the Town of Chelsea.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of the Select
men of the town of Malden, in aid of that of Ilenry S. 
Downs and others.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, the Petition of William 
Hunt and others, of Dorchester, in aid of that of the Fall 
River Railroad.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Cooley, of Boston, the Petition of E. A. Richards 
and others, of Braintree, that part of said town may be 
annexed to Quincy.
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Mr. Lyman, of Northfield, the Petition of Alure'd T. 
Benjamin and others, of Erving, to be annexed to the 

town of Northfield.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Thayer, of Worcester, the Petition of the Central 
Bank of Worcester, for increase of capital.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of Samuel Par
sons and others, of Boston, to be incorporated as the 
Metropolitan Bank of Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the several 
Petitions that persons may not be disqualified as wit
nesses on account of their theological opinions, were taken 
from the files of last year, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Mr. Tilton, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the Petition of William Andrews, of 

Boston,

[Reported

That the Petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.
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A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, transmitting the County Estimates.

Referred to the Committee on County Estimates.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of the 

Cambridge Railroad Company, and William C. Chapin 

and others.

The Petition of Joshua Leland and others, (taken from 
the files of last year,) was recommitted to the Committee 

on Towns.

The Petition of A. H . Belcher and others, in aid of 
that of W. E. Goodwin and others, was referred to the 
Joint Special Committee on Loan and Fund Associations.

The Petition of Mrs. Lyman Beecher and others, in aid 

of that of the Female Medical Education Society, was 
referred to the Committee on Education.

The Petition of Hiram L. Poland, for compensation 
for injury, was referred to the Committee on the Militia.

The Petition of the Rockport Bank, for increase of 
capital,
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Was referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

The Petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, of Milford, 

for a Fire Department in said town,

And

The Petition of George II. Rogers for leave to extend 
his wharf in Gloucester,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Risurance.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Nantucket Gas Light 
Company,”

W as read and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the House on Saturday re
jected the Order offered by Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, rela
tive to the Ursuline Convent ; and after debate, the motion 
to reconsider was carried, and the Order was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Green, of Cambridge, the Orders of 

the Day were laid upon the table.
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On motion of the same gentleman, the “ Resolve for 
amending the Constitution in relation to elections by a 
plurality of votes,” was taken from the table, the ques
tion being upon agreeing to the Resolve, and the roll 
having been called, it appeared that there were two hun
dred and twenty-six yeas and forty-six nays, and conse
quently a majority of two-thirds of the members present 
and voting thereon, being in favor thereof, the said Re
solve was agreed to, in concurrence.

The said Resolve and article of Amendment are as 

follows, namely:—

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-four.

Resolve concerning an Amendment to the Constitution, 
in relation to the election of civil officers.

Resolved, by both Houses, (the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senate, and two-thirds of the mem
bers of the House of Representatives present and voting 
thereon,) that it is expedient to alter the Constitution of 
this Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined article of
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amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed to, be 
entered on the Journals of the two Houses, with the 
Yeas and Nays taken thereon, and referred to the Gene
ral Court next to be chosen, and that the same be pub
lished ; to the end that if agreed to by the General Court 
next to be chosen, in the manner provided by the Consti
tution, it may be submitted to the people for their ratifi
cation, in order that it may become a part of the Consti
tution of this Commonwealth.

In all elections of civil officers by the people of this 
Commonwealth, whose election is provided for by the 
Constitution, the person having the highest number of 
votes shall be deemed and declared to be elected.

The Yeas and Nays on the question of agreeing to 
said Resolve, are as follows :—

Article of Amendment.

Yeas.

Messrs. Abbott Messrs. Anthony

Allen, Benjamin 
Allen, Zenas

Adams, John 
Adams, Paul 

Al bee

Ayer
Baker, Charles 

Baker, G. M. 

Barden 
Barton
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Messrs. Barker 
Bassett 
Bates 
Beal 
Bell
Benchley 
Bigelow 
Blair 
Bliss, S.
Bliss, A.
Bowers
Boswortb
Bradbury
Brad way
Brinley
Brown, C.
Brown, II. F.
Brown, II. C.
Brown, N. Jr.
Brown, Wm.
Bryant
Burbank
Burr
Burrage
Canon
Carlton
Carr
Carter
Cary
Chaso
Childs
Church

Messrs. Clapp, O. 
Clapp, Z. 
Cobum 
Colburn 
Colby 
Cole 
Colt 
Cook 
Cooley 
Copeland 
Crafts 
Cud worth 
Currier, A. N. 
Currier, \V. E. 
Dalton 
Daniels , 
Davis 
Day 
Dean 
Denham 
Denton 
Dexter 
Drew
Dwight, II. W.
Dwight, O.
Eames
Ellis

Emerson
Farrar
Faulkner
Fuller
French
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Messrs. Frost
Fry, B.
Gardner
Gaston
Gilt
Gilbert

Goodwin
Goulding
Gould
Grant, A. C. 
Grant, C. E. 
Griswold 
Guild, C. 
Guild, J.
Hall, F.

* Hall, H.
Hall, J. P.
Hammond, E.
Haskell
Haven
Hawkes, S.
Hood
Holmes
Holt
Hollister
Howard
Howes
Hubbard,
Humphrey
Ingram

Ives
Jacobs, J. A.

Messrs. Jenks 
Jewett 
Jones 
Keith
Kendall, G.
Kendall, O. S.

Ken rick

Kingman
Kimball
King
Kinsley
Kinsman
Knight
Krogman
Ladd
Lamson
Lane
Lefavor
Lewis, W.
Lloyd
Longley
Lyman, L. P.
Marchant
Mayhew
Miller
Mixter
Moody
Moore, D.
Moore, H.
Nutter

Nye, A. R.
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Messrs. Nye, W.
Paine 
Parker 
Pierce, L.
Pierce, S. H.
Plimpton
Plummer

Pond

Prindle
Putnam, B. C.
Putnam, P.
Reed, J.
Reed, S.
Rich
Rice
Richardson
Richmond
Roberts
Roby
Russell, T. H.
Sampson
Sanford

Sawyer
Seamans
Sears
Sewell
Seeley
Sheppard
Shackford
Shove
Smith, B.

Smith, John, of Lowell

Messrs. Smith, John D.
Smith, Oliver, 2d.
Smith, Samuel
Snow
Souther
Southworth
Spalding

Spooner
Spencer
Sproat
Stevens, Solon
Stewart
Stone
Strickland
Stratton
Swain

Swift
Tallmadge
Taylor
Thayer,
Thompson

Thomas
Thurston,
Tillson
Tilton, David, Jr. 
Tilton, Warren 
Townsend 

Tuttle, J. M. 
Tuttle, S. J. 
Underwood 

Vincent 
Wales
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Messrs. Walden 

Ware
Warner, O.
Warner, P.
Warner, W. 

Washburn, W. R. P. 
Washburn, W. B.*
Wells, C. A.
Wells, Noah 
Webster 
Wetherbee, D. 
Wetherbee, M. H.

Messrs. Whitney, Joseph 
Wiggin
Williams, A. G. 
Williams, J. O. 

Wilson 

Winn 
Wolcott 

Wood, D.
Wood, N.
Wood, J. T. 
Wright, A. J.

Nays.

Messrs. Amsden 

Bacon 

Barnes 
Benton 
Buffum 
Burnett 
Chamberlin 
Clark

Coburn, G. W.
Cook, William
Cutler
Demond
Evans

Fales

Fitch

Floyd

Fry, J. E.

Messrs. Gaskell 
Green
Hammond, L.
Hawkes, B.
Haynes
Howe
Jacobs, E.
Josselyn
King, B.
Kingsbury
Lamb
Leach
Lincoln

Lyman, J.

Lynde
Millard
Murdock
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Messrs. Nichols 
Peck, H. 
Pierce, A. T. 
Sbattuck

Messrs. Smith, John, of Truro 
Stevens, Perley

Shaw

Sto well
Ulman
Warren

Slocum Wright, D.

The Orders of the Day were then taken from the 

table, and the Bill

“ Concerning inventories and accounts in the Courts of 
Probate,”

Was Ordered to a third reading.

The House Bill “ In  addition to an Act to incorporate 
the Eagle Fire Insurance Company,”

“ To establish a Police Court in the town of Haver
hill ” (as amended)

“ To incorporate the Norfolk Mills,”

Were severally passed to be engrossed—the House Bill 

sent up for concurrence, and the Senate Bills in concur
rence.

The “ Resolve on the Petition of Charles J. Morrill 
and others, Trustees,”

And Senate Bills

And

Was committed to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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The Senate “ Resolve for amending the Constitution, 
so as to change the day of the Annual Election,” was 
then taken up, the question being on agreeing to the Re
solve, and the roll having been called, it appeared that 
there were one hundred and seventy-eight yeas and 
eighty-nine nays, and consequently a majority of two- 
thirds of the members present and voting thereon, being 
in favor thereof, the said Resolve was agreed to in con
currence.

The said Resolve and Article of Amendment are as 
follows, namely :—

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-four.

Resolve concerning an Amendment to the Constitution, 
in relation to the Annual Meeting for the choice of 
State Officers.

Resolved, by both Houses, (the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senate, and two-thirds of the mem
bers of the House of Representatives present and voting 
thereon,) that it is expedient to alter the Constitution of 
this Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of 
Amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed to, be
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entered on the Journals of the two Houses, with the Yeas 
and Hays taken thereon, and referred to the General 
Court next to be chosen, and that the same be published, 
to the end that, if agreed to by the General Court next 
to be chosen, in the manner provided by the Constitu
tion, it may be submitted to the people for their ratifica
tion, in order that it may become a part of the Constitu
tion of this Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment.

The meeting for the choice of Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Senators and Representatives, shall be held on 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, 
annually ; but, in case of a failure to elect representa
tives on that day, a second meeting shall be holden for 
that purpose on the fourth Monday of the same month 
of November.

The Yeas and Nays on the question of agreeing to the 
said Resolve, are as follows :—

Yeas.
Messrs. Abbott

Adams, John 
Adams, Paul 
Allen, Benjamin 
Allen, Zenas

Messrs. Baker, Charles 

Baker, Geo. M. 
Barden 
Bates 
Beal
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Messrs. Bell
Bigelow

Bliss
Bowers
Bosworth
Bradbury

Brad way
Brinley
Brown, Charles
Brown, II. F.

Brown, N. Jr.
Brown, William
Bryant
Burbank
Burr
Burrage
Carr
Cary
Chase
Church
Clapp, Otis

Clapp, Zenas
Coburn, T. V.

Colburn, Waldo
Cole
Colt
Cook, E. D.
Cooley
Crafts

Cud worth

Currier
Dalton

Messrs. Daniels
Davis, J. G.

Day
Dean
Denham
Denton ,
Dexter
Drew
Dwight, O.
Eames

Ellis
Emerson
Farrar
Faulkner
Floyd
Fuller
French
Frost
Fry, B.
Gardner
Gaston

Gilbert
Goodwin
Goulding
Gould

Grant, C. E. 
Green

Guild, Chester 

Guild, James 

Hall, F.
Hall, H.
Hall, J. P.
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Messrs. Hammond, E. Messrs. Nutter

Haven
Holmes

Nye, A. R. 
Nye, W.

Holt Parker

Howard Pierce, L.

Howes Pierce, S. H.

Hubbard Plimpton

Humphrey Plummer

Ives Pond

Jacobs, J. A. Putnam, B. C.

Jenks Putnam, P.

Jewett Reed, J.

Jones Reed, S.
Keith Rich
Kenrick Richardson
Kingman Richmond
Kimball Roberts
King, J. P. 
Kinsley

Roby
Russell, T .77.

Kingman, Sanford
Krogpian Sanger
Ladd Seamans,
Lamsotv Sears,
Lefavor SuWell
Longley Seeley
Lyman Sheppard
Marcharit Shackford
Miller Shove
Mixter Smith, Benja.
Moody Smith, John, of Lowell
Moore, D. Smith, John D.
Moore, H. Smith, Oliver, 2d.
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Messrs. Snow

Souther
Southworth
Spalding
Spencer
Sproat
Stevens, Solon
Stewart

Slone
Stratton
Swain
Swift
Tallmadge

Taylor

Thompson
Thomas

Thurston
Til Ison
Tilton, David, Jr. 
Tilton, Warren

N

Messrs. Albee

A m sd on
Anthony
Bacon
Bangs

Barton
Barnes
Barker

Messrs. Townsend
T utile, J. M.
Tuttle, S. J.
Underwood
Vincent,
Wales 

Walden 
Warner, Park 
Washburn, W. R. P. 
Washburn, Wm. B. 

Welfs, C. A.
Wells, Noah 
Wetherbee, M. H. 

Whitney, Joseph 
Wiggin
Williams, .1. O. 

Winn
Wood, David 

Wright, A. J. 
Wright, A. B.

Messrs. Bassett 
Bemis 
Benchley 

Benton 
Blair 

Bliss, S. 

Brown, H. C. 
Buffimi
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Messrs. Burnett Messrs. Kendall, 0. S.

Canon King, B.

Carlton Kingsbury

Carter Knight

Chamberlin Lamb

Childs Lane

Clark Lawton

Coburn, G. W. Leach

Colby Lincoln

Cook, William Lloyd

Currier, A. N. Lyman

Cutler Mayhew

Demond Millard

Dwight, H. W. Murdock

Evans Nichols

Fales Paine

Fitch Peck, H.

Fry, J. E. Pierce, A. T.

Gaskell Prindic

Gill Rice
Grant, A. C. Sampson
Griswold Shattuck
Hammond, L. Shaw
Haskell Slocum
Hawkes, B. Smith, John, of Truro
Havvkes, S. Smith, Samuel
Iiaynes Spooner
Hollister Stevens, Pcrley
Howe Stowell
Ingram Strickland
Josselyn Thayer
Kendall, G. Ulman
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Messrs. Ware Messrs. Wolcott,

Warner, O. 
Warren 
Webster 
VVetherbee, D.

Wood, N. 
Wood, J. T. 
Wright, David

The Bills “ To incorporate the S. P. Buggies Power 

Press Manufacturing Company,”

“ To incorporate the Cutting-Machine Manufacturing 

Company,”

“ Relating to the obtaining of property by false pre

tences,”

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 

the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Shackford, of Chicopee,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Holmes,'of Boston, it was Ordered, 

that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the ex
pediency of amending the 14th section of chapter 90th 
of the Revised Statutes, so as to provide that in all tran
sitory actions, except in cases otherwise provided, where 
either of the parties has a usual place of business in any 
county other than that in which he lives, the writ may be 
made returnable either in such other county or in the 
county where one of the parties lives.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
consider whether any, and what amendment is necessary 
to chapter 312 of the Laws of 1852, entitled “ An Act 
relating to the proceedings, practice, and rules of evidence 
in actions at law.”

On motion of Mr. Cook, of Chester, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the ex
pediency of reporting a Bill requiring Registers of Pro
bate Courts to employ a clerk, or clerks, during the ses
sions of said courts, whose duty it shall be to fill out all 

24
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bonds, or other papers which are necessary for executors 
or administrators to present to said Court.

On motion of Mr. Wolcott, of Cheshire, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the 
expediency of so limiting by additional enactment, the 
law passed to be enacted on the 7th of February, 1854, 
entitled “ An Act relating to the obtaining of property 
by false pretences,” so that while it may remedy the evil 
contemplated, it cannot be used as a protection for fraud.

On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Conway, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery be in
structed to consider the expediency of increasing the 
salary of the Judge of Probate for the county of Frank
lin.

Mr. Mixter, of Hardwick, presented the Petition of 
John Fiske and others, in aid of that of Hollis Tidd 
and others.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Wales, of Randolph, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Public Charitable Institu
tions, be directed to inquire if any additional legislation 
is necessary to carry into successful operation the several 
State Almshouses of this Commonwealth.
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On motion of Mr. Haskell, of Ipswich, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Petition of the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad Company, be instructed to obtain 

from said company, and under the oath of the President 
and Treasurer thereof, a statement exhibiting the names 

of all persons who held stock therein on the first day of 
January, 1854. The amount of stock they respectively 
held therein, and the time or times of the subscription 

therefor, or the purchase of said amount by said persons 
respectively, and the amount of assessments paid upon 
said stock, and each parcel thereof.

Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, presented the Petitions of

Henry H. Childs and others, of Pittsfield,
Matthew Crittenden and others, of Richmond, 

and Noah Gibson and others, of New Marlboro’.

Mr. Wolcott, of Cheshire, that of Truman Cooman 
and others, of Cheshire.

Severally, for the removal of the Court House in Berk
shire.

Mr. Dwight, of Stockbridge, the Remonstrances of 
Hiram Clark and others, of Tyringham,

And

Joseph Knight and others, of Peru,
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Severally against the removal of the Court House in 

Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 

that subject.

Mr. Smith, of Boston, the Petition of the proprietors 
of Sargent’s W harf, for increase of capital and alteration 

of charter.

Also,

The Petition of the Winnisimmet Company and Na
than Matthews to extend their wharves.

Mr. Plummer, of Boston, the Petition of Richard 
Shackford and another, for leave to extend their wharf.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. W right, of Boston, the Petition of Thomas Bias- 
land and others,

And

That of A. R. P. Joy and others,

Severally in aid of that of W. F. Goodwin and others.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
Loan and Fund Associations.

Mr. Chamberlin, of Worcester, the Petition of William 
B. Fox and others, for a bank in W orcester.



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1854. 265

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Sanger, of Dover, the Petition of William G. Buel 
and others, of Chatham, Ct., in aid of that of the Charles 
River Railroad Company.

Mr. Cook, of Chester, the Petition of Gideon Stiles 
and others, of Southwick, in aid of that of Philos B. 
Tyler and others.

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Petition of the Amherst 
and Belchertown Railroad Company, for extension of 
time for the location and construction of their road.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Secretary of 

the Commonwealth, transmitting the County Estimates 
for the county of Hampshire.

Referred to the Committee on County Estimates.

On motion of Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Report of 
the Commissioners on Charles River and W arren Bridges 
was taken from the table and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Bridges.

Sent up for concurrence.
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Papers from the Senate.

Ord rs of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 
Nathaniel Webster and others, 

and Charles II. Gooding and others.

The several Petitions, with the Orders of Notice there
on, of

I

P. E. Kingman and others,
Charles L. Putnam and others,

Iioratio Wood and others,
Edward Edmunds and others,
Isaac F. Shephard and others, 

and Winslow W right and others,

W ere recommitted to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill “ To repeal an Act giving equitable remedies 
in suits at law,”

ras committed to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Atlas Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company ” in Salem,

W as read and ordered to a second reading.O

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day.
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And

The Report “ Leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
William Andrews, was accepted.

The House Bill “ Concerning inventories and accounts 
in the Courts of Probate,” was passed to be engrossed.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Bill “ To Incorporate the Nantucket Gas Light 
Company,” was ordered to a third reading.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of,

On motion of Mr. Rich, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.



'
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Met according to adjournment

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Cary, of Enfield, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery inquire 
into the expediency of increasing the salary of the Judge 
of Probate for Hampshire County.

On motion of Mr. Wolcott, of Cheshire, it was Order
ed, that the Judiciary Committee consider the expediency 
of so amending the Insolvent Law as to require the pay
ment of one hundred cents on a dollar, or the assent of 
all the creditors, in order to obtain a discharge.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Claims inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the full indemnifica
tion of all persons within this Commonwealth, who may 
have at any time previous to the Act of March 16, 1839, 
suffered the loss of property in any amount, by the riot
ous acts of any number of persons; and also, to provide 
for the appointment of a Commission to hear and adjudi
cate upon all claims which may be presented under said 
.Act.

25
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On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Conway, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance 
be directed to inquire and report what amendments, if 
any, should be made in the statutes relating to foreign in
surance companies.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, it was Ordered, 
that the Joint Special Committee upon the Petition of 
the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Corporation require of 
the president, treasurer and attorneys of said corporation, 
also of the president, treasurer and attorney of the West
ern Railroad Corporation, a statement in writing by said 
officers, respectively, subscribed and sworn to, showing 
what amount of money has been paid by each of said 
corporations—to whom, and the amount paid to each, for 
all services rendered in aiding or opposing the granting 
of the prayer of the said Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
Corporation, yearly, during the last five years, or to any 
other person or persons in any way connected with the 
aiding or opposing thereof.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Finance Committee consider the expediency of 
reporting an increase of the salary of the Sergeant-at- 

Arms.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of F. 
Gleason and others,

And

That of Edward Coddington and others,

Severally for a repeal of the law prohibiting Saturday 
evening amusements.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
William P. Newell and others, to be incorporated as the 
American Steam Guage Company.

Eeferred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of Joseph S. 
Clark and others, for incorporation as a Library Associ
ation.

Eeferred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Crafts, of Eoxbury, the Petition of Marshall P. 
Wilder and others, in aid of that of Dutton & W ent
worth,
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Referred to the joint special committee on that subject.

Mr. W right, of Boston, the Petition of A. B. Wheeler 
and others, in aid of that of W. F. Goodwin and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Loan and 
Fund Associations.

Mr. Gaston, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of 
Eben Jones and others, to be incorporated as the Dudley 
Street Baptist Society in Roxbury.

Mr. Southworth, of W est Springfield, the Petition of 
the Trustees of the Third Congregational Society in 
Springfield, for an alteration of their Act of incorpora
tion.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.

Mr. Davis, of Boston, the Petition of the Howard 
Banking Company for increase of capital.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Petition of J. V. C. Smith 
and others, for incorporation for banking purposes.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.
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Mr. Ellis, of Plimpton, the Petition of Josiah S. Ham
mond and others, for a railroad from North Plympton to 
Wareham,

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of Wales Tuck
er and others, in aid of that of A. E. Du Bois and others,

Mr. Grant, of Medway, the Petition of Nathaniel Hay
ward and others, of Colchester, Ct., in aid of the Petition 
of the Charles River Railroad Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 

and Canals.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petitions of George W. 

Gerrish and others, of Chelsea,

And

That of George Darracott and others, of Boston,

Mr. Plummer, of Boston, the Petition of Noah Sturte- 
vant and others, of Boston,

Severally in aid of that of the Town of Chelsea.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Remonstrances of J. G. 

Kidder and others,

And

Nathan Matthews and others,

Severally against the Petition of Town of the Chelsea.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Benton, of Richmond, the Remonstrance of Grove 
Tyrrell and others, of Monterey ;

And

That of Samuel A. H urlburt and others of L ee;

Severally against the removal of the Court House in 
. Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

A message was received from the Governor by the Sec
retary of the Commonwealth, transmitting the Annual 
Report of the Agent for aiding Discharged Convicts.

Read and referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 8th instant, rela
tive to Registers of Probate,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Wood, from the same committee, to whom was re- 
Lrrcd the Order of Jan. 18th, relative to repealing all

s requiring imprisonment for other causes than crime,
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Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Sanford, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of the 8th instant, relative to amend
ing the 14th section of the 90th chapter of the Revised 
Statutes,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House yesterday adopted the Order of
fered by Mr. Haskell, of Ipswich, relative to the Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad, and, under a suspension of the 
rules, the motion was carried.

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 
Order, and the Order was adopted and sent up for con
currence.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on Banks and Banking 
consider the expediency of providing further restrictions 
upon hanks as to charges of exchange upon paper dis
counted.
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Also, whether more frequent publication of the con
dition of the Banks should not be provided for by law.

Also, whether any further legislation is necessary to 
render more certain the amount of Bills of each Bank, 
that may be in circulation.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

Alured T. Benjamin and others,

Joshua Leland and others,
Amasa W alker and others,

John T. Dingley and others,

E. Augustus Richards and others,
Andrew Kelley and others,

And John H. W ilkins and others.

The Remonstrance of the Town of Blackstone against 
the Petition of the Charles River Railroad Company,

The Petition of Laban M. Wheaton and others for a 
Railroad from Attleborough to Norton,

The Petitions of D. S. Greenough and others,

And

That of Royal W hitton and others,

Severally in aid of that of the South Shore Railroad 
Company.

The Petition of E. C. Turner and others, of Plymouth, 

in aid of that of N. Russell and others.
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The Petition of the Norwich and Worcester Railroad 
Company, that the loan of State Scrip may be renewed 

for twenty years,

The Petition of C. J. F. Allen and others, of South 
Poston, for leave to construct a Railroad from City Point 

to State Street, to be operated by horse power,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 

and Canals.

The Petition of J. B. Iveyes and others, in aid of the 
Petition of William F. Goodwin and others,

Was referred to the Joint Special Committee on Loan 

and Fund Associations.

The Petition of Reuben B. Green and others, in aid of 
that of Sanford B. Perry and others, of Medford,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of F. S. Newhall and others, for incor

poration as a Steam-boat Company,

Was refered to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 

and Insurance.

The Petition of the W arren Institution for Savings in 
Charlestown, for further authority to hold real estate,
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Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Remonstrance of the Town of W altham against 
the Petition of Charles Stone and others,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 

Orders of the Day,
And

The Bill “ To incorporate the Atlas Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company,” was ordered to a third reading.

The Senate Bill “ To incorporate the Nantucket Gas 
Light Company,” was passed to be engrossed, in concur
rence.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of, the Engross
ed Bills,

“ To incorporate the Norfolk Mills,”
And

“ Relating to Commissioners to take depositions and 
acknowledgments in other States,”

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield,

The House

Adjourned,



'
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Probate and Chancery con
sider the expediency of a Commission to revise and digest 
thè Insolvent Laws of this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary, be instructed to 
consider the expediency of providing by law, that no 
person shall be arrested, or held to bail, in any action of 
tort, the cause of which may happen or accrue after this 
Act shall take effect, unless the plaintiff, or some person 
in his behalf, shall make oath before some Justice of the 
Peace, that the plaintiff believes he has a just claim 
against the defendant, upon the cause of action stated in 
the writ, which the deponent believes to be justly due, 
and upon which he expects that the plaintiff will recover 
ten dollars or upwards, and that the deponent has reason
able cause to believe that the said defendant is about to 
depart beyond the jurisdiction of the Court to which 
said writ is returnable, and not to return until after judg
ment may probably be recovered in said suit, so that he 
cannot be arrested on the first execution, if any, which
may issue in said suit.

26
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On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on the J  udiciary inquire into the 
expediency of repealing, or essentially modifying chapter 
315 of the Statutes of 1853, in relation to the grades of 
certain streets and ways.

On motion of Mr. Tallmadge, of Egremont, it was 
Ordered, that the J  udiciary Committee consider the expe
diency of amending the laws relating to the jurisdiction 
of Justices of the Peace, so that the same may be exclir- 
sive. Also to amend the laws relative to the attachment 
of real estate on mesne process, so that the same may be 
attached on writs from a Justice of the Peace.

On motion of Mr. Kinsman, of Newburyport, it was 
Ordered, that the Committee on Elections be instructed 
to consider and report whether any legislation is neces
sary with reference to the payment of witnesses in cases 

of contested elections.

Mr. Mixter, of Hardwick, presented the Petition of 
Nathaniel Holland and others, of Barre, in aid of that of 
the inhabitants of said town.
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Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of William 
Rogers and others, for a repeal of the law prohibiting 
Saturday evening amusements.

Mr. Carr, of W est Newbury, the Petition of B. Ed
wards and others, in aid of that of Henry Johnson and 
others.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of George W. 
Sleeper and others, of Boston.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of II. D. Whitney 
and others, of Boston.

Mr. Putnam, of Wenham, the Petition of Jacob W. 
Morse and others, of Sutton’s Mills.

Severally that no person shall be rejected as a wit
ness on account of his theological opinions.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, of Upton, it was Ordered, 
that the Joint Special Committee having in charge the 
subject of Amendments to the Constitution, consider the 
expediency of preparing and reporting an article additional 
to the articles of the Declaration of Rights, providing
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that “ Slavery shall not be permitted in this Common
wealth.”

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Education inquire into the 
expediency of abolishing the present School District Sys
tem.

Mr. Jacobs, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of 
Samuel C. Smith and others, to be incorporated as the 
Franklin Library Association.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Bigelow, of Cambridge, the Petition of J. N. Bar
bour and others, to be incorporated for the purpose of 
manufacturing paper hangings.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mi’. Pierce, of Dorchester, the Petition of M. Field 
Fowler and others, in aid of that of the Fall River Rail
road.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Krogman, of Boston, the Petition of Asa Morrill 
and others, in aid of that of W . F. Goodwin and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Loan and 
Fund Associations.
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Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of "Wil
lard Raymond and others, for a Bank in WestbOro’.

Mr. Kingsbury, of Grafton, the Petition of Esek Saun
ders and others, for a Bank in Grafton.

Mr. Fuller, of Clinton, the Petition of Franklin Forbes 
and others, for a Bank in Clinton.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Nutter, of Boston, the Petition of Joseph Hay
ward and others, a Committee of the Hollis Street Socie
ty in Boston, for change of the day for holding its annu
al meeting.

Mr. Chase, of Harwich, the Petition of the Baptist 
Society of West Harwich and Dennis, for leave to tax 

pews.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.

Mr. Jones, of Boston, presented the Petition of Salma 
E. Gould, for leave to extend his wharf.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of the Boston 
W harf Company, for leave to extend their wharf.
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Mr. Thayer, of Worcester, the Petition of the People’s 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of Worcester, for the 
right to purchase and hold real estate.

Mr. Farrar, of Poston, the Petition of the Boston and 
New York Central Railroad, for a grant of flats adjoin
ing their road in South Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Wood, of Middleboro’, the Petition of Seth South- 
worth and others, in aid of that of Thomas Doggett and 
others.

Mr. Sampson, of Middleboro’, the Remonstrance of 
Joshua Haskins and others, against the Petition of 
Thomas Doggett and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on Leave of Ab
sence, reported leave of absence to Mr. Hammond, of 
Nantucket, for five days, from the 10th instant.

Mr. Cooley, from the Committee on Probate and
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Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of the 3d in

stant, relative to the insolvent laws.

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Also,

To whom was referred tire Order of January 20th, rel

ative to dissolving attachments on estates of insolvent 

debtors.

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.
Mr. Conkey, from the same committee, to whom was 

referred the Order of Jan. 19th, relative to the power of 
guardians to sell real estate,

Reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Brinley, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Senate Resolve on the Petition of Charles J. 

Morrill, trustee, and others,

Reported,

That the same ought to pass, and the Resolve was 

ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Read, of Boston, on leave, introduced a Resolve, 
authorizing the Treasurer to borrow money in anticipa-
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tion of the revenue, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance, who subsequently reported that 
the same ought to pass, and the Bill was ordered to a 
second reading.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House yesterday adopted the Order 
offered by Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, relative to the West
ern and Troy and Greenfield Railroad; and the Rules 
being suspended, the motion to reconsider was lost.

Mr. Jenks, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House yesterday accepted the Report 
of the Committee oil the Judiciary, that it was inexpe
dient to legislate relative to the subject of repealing all 
laws recognizing imprisonment for other causes than 
crime; and the Rules being suspended, after debate, the 
previous question was Ordered, and the main question 
being put, the Report was accepted.

Papers from the Senate.

The'Petition of Henry F. Pitman, for leave to build a 
wharf in Marblehead, was referred to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.
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The Petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, for the 
formation of a new County,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Bills “ To incorporate the Marblehead Gas Light 
Company,”

And

“ To incorporate the Boston Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company,”

W ere severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The hour having arrived specially assigned for a con
vention of the two branches to make choice of an Audi
tor of Accounts, and two Directors of the Western Bail- 
road Corporation, the Senate came in, and the votes hav
ing been counted, it appeared that

D avid  W ild er , J r .,

had been elected Auditor of Accounts for the present 
political year, and that

Charles II. P lunkett , of Hinsdale, 
and W illiam  A. C rocker, of Taunton, 

had been chosen Directors of the Western Bailroad for 
the term of two years.

The business for which the two branches had conven
ed, having been accomplished, the convention dissolved 
and the Senate withdrew.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Secretary give notice
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to David Wilder, Jr., that he has been elected, by the two 
branches of the legislature, Auditor of Accounts for the 
current political year.

Also,
9

That the Secretary give notice to Messrs. Charles H. 
Plunkett and William A. Crocker, that they have been 
elected, by the two branches of the legislature, Directors 
of the Western Railroad, on the part of the Common
wealth, for the term of two years.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and

The Report, inexpedient to legislate on the Order of 
the 8th inst. relative to amending the 14th section of the 
90th chapter of the Revised Statutes, was recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Senate Bill “ To incorporate the Atlas Fire and 
Marine Insurance Company,” was passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of, Mr. Holmes, 
of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill “ Relating to the 
venue of transitory actions,” which was read and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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The engrossed Resolve “ In  favor of Francis C. 
Clarke,” was passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. Fuller, of Westfield, 

The House

Adjourned.



t



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1854 291

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of further legislation more 
clearly to define the 2d section of the 76tli chapter, and 
its application to the 15th section of the 75th chapter of 
the Revised Statutes.

On motion of Mr. Sheppard, of Boston, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Probate and Chancery consider 
the expediency of amending the second section of the 
sixty-sixth chapter of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
extending the time of making, filing, and recording affi
davits of notice of executors or administrators.

On motion of Mr. Brinley, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery consider 
the expediency of equalizing the salaries of the Judges 

of Probate.

Mr. Holt, of Lowell, presented the Petition of Charles 
Seaver and others, of Lowell,

Mr. Eames, of Reading, that of Jonathan Nichols and 
others, of South Reading,
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Mr. Smith of Worthington, that of J. M. Davis and 
others, of Worthington,

Severally, that no person shall be rejected as a witness 
on account of his theological opinions.

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of Samuel Spear 
and others, in relation to taxation in School Districts.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of the Lynn Mu
tual Loan and Fund Association, for the passage of a 
General Law or a special Act of incorporation for said 
Association.

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub
ject.

Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, the Petition of Henry E. 
Hempstead, Chaplain of the State Prison, for increase of 
salary.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, the Petition of Gilbert Tap- 
ley and others, for a Bank in Danvers.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
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Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of the Old Colony 
Railroad Company, for leave to extend their wharf in 
Boston.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of the East Boston 
Dry Dock Company, for an increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.

Mr. South worth, of W est Springfield, the Petition of 
Daniel L. Harris and others, of Springfield.

Mr. Brown, of Brimfield, that of S. A. Hitchcock and 
others, of Brimfield.

Severally in aid of that of Philos B. Tyler and others.

And

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Remonstrance of John 
Dickinson and others, of Amherst, against the same.

Mr. Reed, of Milton, the Petition of Josiah Babcock 
and others, of Milton,

And

That of George II. Locke and others, of Quincy,

Severally in aid of that of the Fall River Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 4th instant, relative 
to newspapers,

Reported,
Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 

thereof, and recommending its reference to the Commit
tee on the Library.

Mr. Sanford, from the same Committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of the 9th instant, relative to the 
Insolvent Laws,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending its refer
ence to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Severally accepted, and the reference of the former 
sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wood, from the same Committee, to whom W’as- 
referred the Order of the 31st of Jan., relative to the 
liability of Town Officers,

Reported

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, from the joint special commit

tee to whom w7as referred so much of the Governor's Ad-
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dress as relates to legislative action upon the subject of 

public morals,

Reported

A Bill “ To repeal the Act of 1852, relative to the Man
ufacture and Sale of Spirituous or Intoxicating Liquors,”

Which was read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Josselyn, from the same committee, presented a 
Minority Report, which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Fales, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the E. Carver Com
pany,

Reported
A Bill “ To increase the Capital Stock of the E. Carver 

Company.”

Mr. Williams, frcm the Committee on Elections, to 
whom was referred the Order of Jan. 17th, relative to 
the form of ballots used in elections,

Reported

A Bill “ In  addition to an Act concerning the manner 
of voting at certain elections.”

Mr. Moore, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of T. J. Coggeshall and 
others,

Reported

A Bill “ To incorporate the Boston Stove Foundry Co.”
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Mr. Ccoley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom were referred the several Orders of 
Jan. 17 and 28, relative to the Insolvent Laws,

Reported

A Bill “ In  addition to the several Acts for the relief of 
Insolvent Eebtors, and for the more equal distribution of 
their effects.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Joint Standing Committee on Educa
tion consider the expediency of altering or amending the 
Act passed on the third day of May in the year 1850, 
entitled “ An Act concerning District School-houses.”

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 
Richard and George Shackford,
The Winnisimmet Company and N. Matthews, 
The Upper Locks and Canals on Ct. River, 

and George LI. Rogers.

The Petition with the Order of Notice thereon, of 
Ithamar Conkey and others, was recommitted to the 
Committee on Banks and Banking.
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The several Petitions with the Orders of Notice there

on of
The Town of West Cambridge,
Abner Gardner and others,
The Town of Chelsea, 

and The Town of Medford,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Eoads and 
Bridges.

The Annual Report of the Land Agent was committed 
to the Committee on Public Lands.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bills “ To incorporate the Metropolitan Hotel 
Company, in the City of Boston,”

And

“ To unite the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot 
Company, and the Union Railroad Company,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and “ The Resolve on the Petition 
of Charles J. Morrill, Trustee, and others,” was passed 
to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Report “ Inexpedient to legislate,” relative to 

powers of Guardians to sell real estate, was accepted.
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The “ Resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow 
money, in anticipation of the revenue,”

And

Bills “ To incorporate the Marblehead Gas Light Com

pany,”

And

“ To incorporate the Boston Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company,”

W ere severally ordered to a third reading.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of, the Bill “ To 

incorporate the Salisbury and Amesbury Gas Light Com
pany, (which originated in the House,) was passed to be 
enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, 

The House

Adjourned,
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Henry Howell, a member elect from Douglas, pre
sented his credentials, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Wood, of Fitchburg, and Wright, of Boston, a committee 
to conduct Mr. Howell to the Governor to be qualified, 
who attended to that duty, and reported accordingly.

Mr. Wright, of Lowell, offered the following Order:—

“ Ordered, that the Order of January 13th, relative to 
printing the Journal of the House, be, and hereby is 
rescinded.”

Laid over, under the rule.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Clerk cause to be printed for the use of the 
House, chapter 47th of the Revised Statutes, and all sub
sequent statutes upon the subject of the sale or use of 
intoxicating liquors, up to the time of the enactment of 
the statute of May 22, 1852.

On motion of Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, it was Ordered,
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery inquire into .
the expediency of requiring administrators and executors 

28
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upon insolvent estates of deceased persons, to give notice 
in writing, of all meetings of the Commissioners upon 

said estates.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Charles C. llazewell and others, of Boston, for a repeal of 
the law prohibiting Saturday evening amusements.

Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, the Petition of Stephen lline 
and others, of Woburn, that no person shall be rejected 
as a witness on account of his theological opinions.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Sewell, of Medfield, it was Ordered 
that the Committee on Education consider the expediency 
of furnishing: to each of the several School Districts in 
the Commonwealth, one copy of the “ Parent and 
Teacher,” a work on common school education, by 
Charles Northend, Esq.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, it was 
Ordered, that the Joint Committee on Railways and 
Canals inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the appointment of a Board of Commissioners, who 
shall have the general supervision of all railways in this
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State, so far as relates to the prevention of accidents in 
connection with the same.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of 
O. W. Robinson and others, in aid of that of the Fall 
River Railroad.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Richardson, of Dorchester, the Petition of the 
Second Parish in Dorchester, for leave to sell ministerial 
lands.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, the Petition of the Town 
of Fall River, for allowance of account for the support 
of State Paupers.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Renton, of Richmond, the Petition of William 
Bacon and others, of Richmond, for the removal of the 
Court House in Berkshire.

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub
ject.

Mr. Sheppard, of Boston, the Petition of the members 
■of the American Statistical Association, for an alteration
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of the Constitution, to provide for a census in 1855, and 
every subsequent decennial period.

Referred to the joint special committee on the sub
ject of Constitutional Amendments.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, the Petition of Andrew H. 
Ward, Jr. and others, to be incorporated for manufactur
ing purposes.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of the Suffolk 
County Mills for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Kimball, of Xorth Chelsea, the Petition of Joseph 
Fenno and others, in aid of that of the Town of Chelsea.

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Petition of Thomas P. 
Smith and inhabitants of West Medford, in aid of that of 
the Selectmen of Wrest Cambridge.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Sanford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 8th instant, relative 
to false pretences,

Reported,
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That further legislation was inexpedient.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of the 6th 
instant, relative to intestate estates,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Washburn, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Bill “ Relating to the venue of 
transitory actions,” and the Report of February 9, on the 
same subject,

Reported

A Bill “ Relating to the venue of transitory actions.”

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of the 10th instant, relating to actions 
of tort,

Reported

A Bill “ In relation to arrests in actions of tort.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on the Constitution con
sider the expediency of so amending the Constitution as to
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provide that no city charter shall be altered or amended 
without submitting the proposed alteration or amendment 
to the legal voters of the city, for their ratification or re
jection.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 

A. C. Mayhew and others,

Laban M. Wheaton and others, 

and Josiah S. Hammond and others.

Severally in concurrence.

The “ Resolve concerning the Records of the General 
Court,” came down from the Senate amended, and was 
committed to the special committee on that subject.

The Bill “ Relating to the Transportation of Baggage 
on Railroads,” came down amended, and was committed 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Petition of Jacob Sleeper and others, to be incor
porated as the Boston Wesleyan Association, was referred 
to the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies.

The Petition of the Salisbury Manufacturing Company, 
for increase of capital,

W as referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of the Quinsigamond Bank, of Worcester, 
in favor of a bank to be called the Bank of Mutual Re
demption,
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Was referred to the Committee on Banks and 

Banking.

The Petition of F. Worcester and others, in aid of that 
of W. F. Goodwin and others,

Was referred to the Joint Special Committee on Loan 
and Fund Associations.

The Remonstrances of Luke Robinson and others, of 
Watertown,

And

Joel Barnard, Jr. and others, of Watertown,
Against the Petition of Charles Stone and others,

Were referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of Enoch Shove and others, of Sandwich, 
for incorporation as the East Sandwich Diking Compa

ny.
The Petition of the Proprietors of the W inthrop 

House for incorporation,

And

The Petition of the Malden Manufacturing Company 
for increase of capital,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Remonstrance of Thomas B. Curtis and others, 

against the Petition of the Town of Chelsea,



306 JOURNAL OF TIIE HOUSE,

w as referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally in concurrence.

The Resolves “ Concerning the Nebraska Bill,”

And

Bills “ To authorize the Suffolk Savings Bank to hold 
real estate,”

“ To change the name and increase the capital stock 
of the Cape Cod Branch Railroad Company,”

W ere severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and the Report “ Inexpedient to leg
islate ” relative to the liability of town officers, was ac
cepted.

The Bills “ To increase the capital stock of the E. Car
ver Company,”

And

“ In addition to an Act concerning the manner of 
voting at certain elections,”

Were severally ordered to a third reading.
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The Bill “ To incorporate the Boston Stove Foundry 
Company,”

Was refused a third reading.

The Bill “ In addition to the several Acts for the relief 
of Insolvent Debtors, and the more equal distribution of 
their effects,”

Was then taken up, and amended, on motion of Mr. 
Sanford, of Taunton, by striking out the second section.

Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, moved to further amend the 
Bill by adding a new section as follows, namely:

“ Section 6. No insolvent debtor whose assets do not 
pay one hundred per cent, of the claims proved against 
his estate, shall receive a discharge under any of the in
solvent Acts of this Commonwealth, unless a majority in 
number and value of his creditors, who have proved their 
claims, shall assent thereto in writing, within six months 
after the date of the assignment.”

On motion of Mr. Eich, of Boston, the yeas and nays 
were ordered on the amendment offered by Mr. Clark, but 
before taking the question, on motion of Mr. Wood, of 
Fitchburg, the Orders of the Day were laid on the table.
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The Engrossed Bills “ To incorporate the Atlas Fire 
and Marine Insurance Company,” (which originated in 

the Senate,)

And

» In addition to an Act to incorporate the Eagle 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,” (which originated in 

the House,)

Were passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned,
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Washburn, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
“ the Boston Asylum and Farm School for Indigent 
Boys,” for an alteration of their Charter.

Referred tp the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of John Mead, 

of Newton, for confirmation of title to real estate.

Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the Petition of Franklin 
Ripley, for amendment of the law relating to the salaries 
of the Judge and Register of Probate for the county of 
Franklin.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

Mr. Goulding, of Sherborn, the Petition of the inhabi
tants of Framingham and other towns, for an act of in
corporation for an Agricultural Society in Southern 
Middlesex.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.
*

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Petition of Moses B.
29
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Greene and others, of Amherst, in aid of that of Philos 
13. Tyler and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Cook, of Scituate, the Petition of Israel H. Sher
man and others, for an act in relation to the location of 
school-houses.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. W right, of Boston, the Petition of John D. Rich
ardson and others, for incorporation as the Boston Iron 
Works.

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of the Randolph 
Bank for increase of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Smith, of Truro, the Petition of Thomas L. Pe
terson, for leave to build a wharf in Truro.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of the Pro
prietors of India W harf in Boston, for an alteration of 
their Charter.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.
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Mr. Smith, of Truro, the Petition of James Small, of 
Truro, that said town may be relieved from making a 

highway;

Mr. Denton, of Boston, the Petition of Avery Ward, 
to be included in a new town to be set off from Sutton 

and Grafton;

Mr. Hood, of Somerset, the Petition of Elisha Slade 
and others,

And

Mr. Shove, of Dighton, the Petition of Daniel Smith 
and others, for an alteration of the town line between 
Somerset and Dighton.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Spencer, of W est Stockbridge, the Remonstrances 
of David Bassett and others, of Lee,

And

E. S. Deming and others, of Sheffield, against the re
moval of the Court House in Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, the Remonstrance of S. Snow 
and others, cf Saugus, against a repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise.



312 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Federal 

Relations.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of 13. C. Baker 
and others, in aid of that of Charles Wyman, Jr.

Mr. Russell, cf Boston, the Remonstrance of James E. 
Farwell and others, against the Petition of Jemima C. 

M oriarty.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. W right, of Lowell, 
was taken up and laid on the table.

Mr. Wales, from the special committee to whom was 
referred the Senate amendment to the “ Resolves con
cerning the Records of the General Court,”

Reported,

That the same ought to pass ; and the amendment was 
adopted in concurrence.

Mr. Farrar, from the Committee on the Library, to 
■whom was referred the Order of Jan. 27, relative to pur-* 
chasing the copyright of the present Constitution,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

I
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R ead and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Wig-gin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, whereby the House yesterday refused a third read
ing to the Bill to incorporate the Boston Stove Foundry 

Con pany.
Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.
Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 

The Selectmen of W est Cambridge, 
and Abner Gardner and others.

The several Petitions, with the Orders of Notice there

on, of
James Dana and others 
Wm. C. Chapin and others,'
Thomas Doggett and others,
Alured T. Benjamin and others,
A Committee of Norwich,
Edmund Pope and others,
Ephraim V/ard and others,
Charles Stone and others,
E. Augustus Richards and others, 
rThe Selectmen of Northampton,
Joshua Leland and others,

The inhabitants of Tolland, 
and Harvey Hartshorn and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on 
Towns.

Severally in concurrence.
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Orders of the Day.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 

Orders of the Day, the first subject being the Bill “ To 
repeal the Act of 1852, relating to the manufacture and 
sale of spirituous or intoxicating liquors.” The question 
being upon ordering the same to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Abbot, of Beverly, the yeas and 
nays were ordered.

After debate, on motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the 
further consideration of the Bill was. specially assigned 
for Tuesday next, at eleven and a half o’clock.

On motion of Mr. Bussell, of Boston, the Orders of 
the Day were laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Bussell, the Besolves concerning the 
Nebraska Bill, were discharged from the Orders of the 
Day, and considered, the question being on ordering the 

same to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Holt, of Lowell, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and the roll having been called it appeared 
that the Resolves were ordered to a third reading. Yeas, 
256; Nays, 13. [See Appendix, No. 2.]
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On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Eules were 
suspended, and pending the question on passing the Ee- 
solves to be engrossed,

On motion of Mr. Clark, of Xorthboro’, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 

that the Joint Standing Committee on Loads and Bridges 
consider the expediency of authorizing the owners of 
Central Bridge, in Lowell, to commute the tolls over the 
same.

Mr. Buffum, of Pelham, presented the Petition of Grove 
W. Hannum and others, a committee of the tou-n of Pel

ham, for leave to surrender its town charter.

Referred to a joint special committee.

Mr. Longley, of Belchertown, the Petition of A. Strong 
and others, of Belchertown,

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Petition of John Dick
inson and others, of Amherst,

Severally in aid of that of the Town of Pelham,

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Remonstrance of Ezra 
Ingram and others, of Amherst, against that of the Town 
of Pelham.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

30
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Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, presented the Petitions of the 
scholars of the Free Evening School in Lowell,

The Lowell Machine Shop Foundry,

J. C. Dalton and others,

And

The Operatives of the Lowell Manufacturing Compa
ny,

Severally in aid of that of H. Wood and others, for a 
Fourpenny Savings Bank in Lowell.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, the Petition of Ranstead 
Dearborn & Co , for leave to extend their wharf.

Mr. Pich, of Boston, the Remonstrance of 'J'. B. Curtis 
and others, against the Petition of E. Bartlett and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Petition of Israel W. An
drews and others, of North Danvers, in aid of that of 
the Town of Chelsea.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Judd, of South Iladley, the Petitions of Gilbert 
A. Smith and others, of South Hadley,
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And

That of Paoli Lathrop, and others, of South Hadley Falls,

Severally in aid of that of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, the Remonstrance of F. C. 
R. Kittredge, and others, of Waltham, against the Peti
tion of Charles Stone and others;

Mr. Sampson, of Middleboro’, the Remonstrance of 
Eleazer Richmond and others against that of Ephraim 
Ward and others ;

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

The engrossed Bill to establish a Police Court in the 
town of Haverhill, under a suspension of the Rules, was 
recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Senate amendment to the Bill 
“ Relating to the transportation of baggage on railroads,”

Reported

“ That the same ought to pass and the II ouse con
curred in the amendment.
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Mr. Brink y, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Order of the 11th inst., 
relative to amending the 2d section of the 66th chapter 
of the Revised Statutes,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Kinsman, from the Committee on Elections, to 
whom was referred the Remonstrance of II  Meriam and 

others, of Tewksbury, against the right of Aaron Frost 
to a seat in this House,

Reported,

That the Petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Barre, and a Committee of New Braintree, for leave to 
loan the credit of said towns in aid of the Barre and 
North Brookfield Railroad, with sundry Petitions and 

Remonstrances relative to the same,

Reported,

That the Petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and Chan-



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1854. 321

eery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill “ To repeal an 
Act giving equitable remedies in suits at law,”

Reported,
That the same ought to pass, and the Bill was ordered 

to a second reading.

Mr. South worth, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Henry S. Downs 
and others,

Reported,

A Bill “ To incorporate the Malden and Melrose Gas 
Light Company.”

Mr. Moore, from the same- committee, to whom wag 
referred the Petition of the Suffolk County Mills, 

Reported,

A Bill “ To increase the capital stock of the Suffolk 
County Mills,”

Also,

On the Petition of Henry Howard and others, 
Reported,

A Bill “ To incorporate the Waltham Improvement 
•Company.”

Mr. Fales, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of J. W. Stone and others,

Reported,

A Bill “ To incorporate the Newton and Watertown 
Gas Light Company.”
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Mr. Colburn, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Am
herst and Belchertown Railroad Company,

Reported,
A Bill “ To extend the time for locating and construct

ing the Amheist and Belchertown Railroad.”

Also,
On the Petition of Oliver Ames and others,

Reported,
A Bill “ To incorporate the Easton Branch Railroad 

Company.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 
of Enoch Shove and others,

Horatio Dennett and others,
C. J. F. Allen and others,
The Second Parish in Dorchester,
The Old Colony Railroad Company,
Salma E. Gould,
The Boston and New York Central Railroad,
Henry F. Pitman,
The Boston W harf Company, and 
Relative to a hearing in the case of Charles River and 

W arren Bridges.

The Petition, with the Order of Notice thereon, of Amasa
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Walker and others, was recommitted to the Committee 
on Banks and Banking.

The Petitions, with the Orders of Notice thereon, of

Iram Smith and others, 
and The Selectmen of Somerset,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Fisheries.

The Petitions, with the Orders of Notice thereon, of

John H. Gregory and others,
Ralph Huntington and others, 

and J. G. Kidder,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Petitions, with the Orders of Notice thereon, of 

The Old Colony Railroad Company,
The Eastern Railroad Company,
W illard Lewis and others,
Laban M. Wheaton and others,
Lee Claflin and others,
John Fisher and others,
James Lee, J r  , and others,
The Cambridge Railroad Company,
A. A. Frazar and others, 

and Josiah S. Hammond and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Rail

ways and Canals.
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The Petition of Louisa Minot and others, for an act 
of incorporation of a Society for the Reformation of 
Penitent Females, was

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti
tutions.

The Petition of William F. Goodwin and others, for 
incorporation for musical purposes, was

Referred to the Committee on Education.

The Petition of Jacob B. Merrick and others, for in
corporation for manufacturing purposes;

The Petition of the Brookline Gas Light Company, 
for increase of capital;

The Petition of G. B. Parrott and others, for incorpo
ration for the manufacture of bricks, were

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of the Freeman’s Bank, of Boston, for 
increase of C apital;

The Petition of Austin Fuller and others, for a Bank 
in Monson ;

The Petition of B. O. Tyler and others, for a Savings 
Bank in Winchendon,
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Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking.

The Petition of the Saugus Branch Railroad for exten
sion of that road, (taken from the files of last year ;)

The Petition of the Stoneham Branch Railroad for 

leave to alter the line of their road ;

The Petition of the Metropolitan Railroad Company to 
give the Mayor and Aldermen of the Cities of Boston 
and Roxbury, additional power over the track of their 
Railroad ;

The Petition of Henry X. Hooper and others, that so 
much of the charters of the Eastern, Boston and Maine, 
and Boston and Lowell Railroads as allows them to cross 
Causeway Street, may be repealed;

The Petition of Bourne Spooner and others, of P ly
mouth,

And

Samuel Stetson and others, of Duxbury, in aid of that 
of N. Russell and others ;

The Petition of Isaac Stebbins and others, to be in
corporated for railroad purposes;

The Remonstrance of W. B. D. Simmons & Co., and
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others, against the Petition of Gayton P. Osgood and 
others,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Report from the Committee on Manufactures, 
asking to be discharged on the Petition of Chase, 
Brothers & Co , relative to original patterns,

Was accepted.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill “ Relating to the election of Representatives 
to the Congress of the United States,” was committed to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Resolves “ Concerning certain Gnn-IIouses,”

“ Concerning the election of Councillors by the Peo
ple,”

And

Bills t; In addition to an Act to incorporate the Mystic 
River Railroad,”

“ To incorporate the Athol Reservoir Company,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Neck Village 
Baptist Society in Charlestown, and for other purposes,”
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“ To incorporate the Amherst Savings Bank,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the House, on Monday last, 
refused a third reading to the Bill “ To incorporate the 
Boston Stove Foundry Company ; ” and after debate, the 
motion was carried, and the Bill was ordered to a third 
reading.

The Resolves “ Concerning the Nebraska Bill ” were 
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

I he House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Bill “ In addition to the several Acts for the relief of In 
solvent Debtors, and the more equal distribution of their 
effects,” and the question being on the amendment of
fered by Mr. Clark, of Nortliboro’, (on which the yeas 
and nays had been ordered,) and then on ordering the Bill 
to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Rich, of Boston, the vote whereby 

the yeas and nays were ordered, was reconsidered, and 
the call for the yeas and nays was negatived.
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After further debate, on motion of Mr. Ilolmes, of 
Boston, the Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

The Bill “ To Incorporate the Nantucket Gas Light 

Company,”
And

Resolves “ Concerning the Records of the General 

Court,”

On the Petition of Charles J. Morrill, trustee, and 

others,

Were passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Chamberlin, of Worcester, moved a reconsider
ation of the vote whereby the House passed to be en
grossed the Resolves “ Concerning the Nebraska Bill,” 
and the Rules being suspended, the motion to reconsider 

was negatived.

On motion of Mr. Fuller, of Clinton,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Calvin Ileed, a member elect from East Bridgewater 
presented his credentials, and the Speaker appointed 
Messrs. Josselyn, of Duxbury, and Holt, of Lowell, a 
committee to conduct him to the Governor for the pur
pose of taking and subscribing the requisite oaths, Avho 
attended to that duty and reported accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Order of 
the 13th inst., relative to rescinding the Order for print
ing the Journal was taken from the table and rejected.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery, consider 

the expediency of providing by law, that assignees under 

the insolvent laws of this Commonwealth may be charged 

by the trustee process, as trustees of a creditor of the- 
insolvent, for money in their hands as such assignees.

Mr. Haskell, of Ipswich, presented the Petition of 
liichard Sutton and others, for the removal of the Courts 
from Ipswich ;

Also,

The Bemonstrance of the Town of Ipswich, against 
the removal of the same,

31
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Severally referred to tlie Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, presented the Petition of D. 
C. Baker, guardian, for leave to convey real estate.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, the Petition of Oliver Pres
cott, Judge of Probate for the County of Bristol, for 

increase of salary;

Also,

The Petition of John Daggett, Register of Probate for 
the County of Bristol, for increase of salary.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery.

On motion of Mr. French, of Canton, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Militia be directed to consider, 
whether any change is necessary or expedient in the sal
ary of the Clerk in the Adjutant-General's Office.

On motion of Mr. W right, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 
that the Committtee on Prisons inquire into the expe
diency of increasing the salary of the W arden of the 
State Prison.

On motion of Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, it was Ordered,
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that the Joint Standing Committee on Roads and Bridges, 
consider the expediency of authorizing the owners of 
the Patucket Bridge in Lowell and Dracut, to commute 
the tolls over the same.

Mr. Sanger, of Dover, presented the Petition of Catha
rine S. Brown, for a State Reform School for girls.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti

tutions.

Mr. Cary, of Enfield, the Petition of Ephraim Rich
ards and others, of Enfield, in aid of the Petition of the 

Town of Pelham.

Referred to the joint special committee on that subject.

Mr. Tillson, of Provincetown, the Petition of R. L. 
Thatcher and others, respecting a Bridge between the 
towns of Provincetown and Truro.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. W inn, of West Cambridge, the Petition of John 
Schouler and others, to be incorporated as the W est 

Cambridge Gas l ig h t  Company.
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Mr. Hclmes, of Boston, the Petition of the Edgeworth 

Company, for an amendment of their Act of incorpora

tion.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. W right, of Boston, the Petition of A. W. Men- 

dum and others;

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of Edward F. Por
ter and others,

Severally in aid of that of W. F. Goodwin and others.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Mr. Collins, of Sandwich, the Petition of Isaac Keith 
and others, for a fishing privilege in Sandwich ;

Mr. Baker, of Marshfield, the Petition of Corrington 
Tilden and others, of Marshfield and Scituate, for a re
peal of so much of the law relating to the fishery on 
North River, as limits the number of seines.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. "Wright, cf Boston, the Petition of Henry Homer 
and others, in aid of that of C. J, F. Allen.
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Mr. Lacld, of Chicopee, the Petition of Isaac Rollins 

and others, of Chicopee.

Mr. Southworth, of W est Springfield, that of Rowland 

Taylor and others, of Snffield, Ct.

Severally in aid of that of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, the Petition of Timothy 
Baker and others, for a railroad from the Charles River 
Railroad in Needham, to the westerly part of Dedham.

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Petition of the Edgeworth. 
Company, in the matter of the Petition of the Eastern 
Railroad Co., for alteration of the line of the Saugus 
Branch Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, presented the Remonstrance 
of Edward King and others, of Dorchester, against the 
Petiticn of the Charles River Railroad Company.

Read, and laid on the table.

The Speaker appointed, as the joint special committee
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on the part of the House on the Petition of the Town of 

Pelham,

Messrs. Seeley, of Adams,
Hawkes, of Saugus,
Lewis, of Falmouth,
Howard, of Iiingham, 

and Howell, of Douglas.

Mr. Rich, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Aifairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Pe
tition of the proprietors of Sargent’s 'Wharf,

Reported

A Bill “ In  addition to an Act entitled An Act to incor
porate the Proprietors of Sargent’s W harf in Boston, 
passed April 9 oh, A. D. 1836, and the Act in addition 
thereto.”

Mr. Lyman, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of James F. Whittemore 

and others,

Reported

A Bill “ To incorporate the American Manufacturing 
Company.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions of

The Proprietors of India Wharf,
Thomas E. Peterson, of Truro,
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Elisha Slade and others,
Daniel Smith and others, 

and Avery Ward.

The Petition of Richard Penny and others, of New 
buryport, for an alteration of the town line between New- 
buryport and Newbury,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Remonstrance of Oliver Root and others, of South- 
wick, against the Petition of Philos B. Tyler and others,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Ca
nals.

Severally in concurrence.

The “ Resolves in relation to Cheap Ocean Postage,”

And

Bill “ To incorporate the Taunton Iron Company,”

Were read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and the Bills

“ To incorporate the Boston Stove Foundry Company,”
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“ To incorporate the Marblehead Gas Light Compa
ny,” (Senate,)

“ To incorporate the Boston Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company,” (Senate,)

s

“ To increase the Capital Stock of the E. Carver Com
pany,”

“ In addition to an Act concerning the manner of 
voting at certain elections,”

W  ere severally passed to be engrossed—the Senate 
Bills in concurrence, and the House Bills sent up for 
concurrence.

The Bills “ To incorporate the Metropolitan Hotel 
Company,”

“ To unite the Grand Junction Railroad Company and 
the Union Railroad Company,”

“ In relation to arrests in actions of tort,”

“ To authorize the Suffolk Savings Bank to hold real 
estate,”

“ To change the name and increase the capital of the 
Cape Cod Branch Railroad Company,”

“ To incorporate the Malden and Melrose Gas Light
Company,”
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“ To increase the capital stock of the Suffolk County 
Mills,”

“ To incorporate the Newton and Watertown Gas 
Light Company,”

“ To extend the time for locating and constructing the 
Amherst and Belchertown Railroad,”

“ To incorporate the Easton Branch Railroad Compa
ny,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Mystic Riv
er Railroad,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Neck Village 
Baptist Society in Charlestown, and for other purposes,”

“ To incorporate the Amherst Savings Bank,”

And the Resolve

“ Concerning certain Gun-IIouses,”

Were severally ordered to a third reading.

The Reports, “ inexpedient to legislate, relative to pur
chasing the copyright of the Constitution,”
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And

“ Leave to withdraw ” on the Petition of the d own of 
liar re, etc.,

Were severally accepted.

The “ Resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow 
money in anticipation of the revenue,”

Was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Amendment offered by Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, 
to the Bill

“ In  addition to the several Acts for the relief of in- 
olvent debtors, and the more equal distribution of their 
effects,”

Was rejected, and the Bill was ordered to a third 
reading.

The Orders of the Lay being disposed of,

On motion of Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery consider 
the expediency of some provision to equalize the salaries 
of the Registers of Probate in the several counties in the 
Commonwealth.

Air. Chamberlin, of Worcester, presented the Petition 
of Ira M. Barton, for remuneration for services and ex

penses on account of the Grafton Indians.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Air. Moore, of Salem, the Petition of W. D. Northern! 
and others, members of the Bar of Essex County, that a 
change may be made in the places of holding the civil 
terms of the Court of Common Pleas in said county.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Air. Day, of Bradford, the Petition of the West Parish, 
in Haverhill, for leave to sell real estate.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 

Societies.
32
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Mr. Smith, of Lowell, the Remonstrance of James 
Hamilton, Jr. and others, of Lowell, against the Petition 
of Jemima C. Moriarty.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Millard, of Dartmouth, the Petition of James 

Rider and others, of Dartmouth, relative to seining fish 
in Apponigansctt River and its creeks.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Krogman, of Boston, the Petition of F. G. Harts

horn and others, in aid of that of W. F. Goodwin and 

others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Loan and 
Fund Associations.

Mr. Dexter, of Boston, the Remonstrance of the Win- 
nisimmet Company against the Petition of the Town of 
Chelsea.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Guild, of Somerville, the Petition of Richard 
Downey and others, to be incorporated as the Middlesex 
Railroad Company.

Mr. Potter, of Wilbraham, the Petition of S. C. Spell
man and others, of Wilbraham, in aid of that of Philos 
B. Tyler and others.
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Mr. Smith, of Worthington, the Remonstrance of E. 
H. Brewster and others, of Worthington, against the Pe
tition of Philos B. Tyler and others,

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Copeland, of W est Bridgewater, presented the Pe
titions of Albe Howard and others, of West Bridgewater, 
for a change of name of said town,

And

The Remonstrance of Nahum Snell and others, of West 
Bridgewater, against the same.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of Solomon 
Newcomb and others, in aid of that of David Snow and 
others.

Mr. Abbott, of Beverly, the Petition of William IT. 
Allen and others, for a bank at Beverly.

Mr. French, of Canton, the Petition of the Neponset 
Bank, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Plummer, of Boston, the Petition of D. D. &
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William Kelley, for leave to extend their wharf, at East 
Boston.

Mr. W right, of Boston, the Petition of John P. Mcnks 
and others, in relation to the Eastern Avenue Corpora
tion.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of James C. 
Dunn and others, to be incorporated as the Waverley 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.

Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, the Petition of Franklin 
Ripley and others, for incorporation as the Greenfield 
Gas Light Company.

Mr. Kingsbury, of Grafton, the Petition of the Saun
ders Cotton Mills, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Plimpton, of Walpole, presented the Remon
strances of W ard Adams and others, of Franklin,

Joshua Stetson and others, of Walpole,
Daniel Blake and others, of Wrentham.

Severally laid upon the table.
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Papers from the Senate.
Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 

of—
The Town of Pelham,
Epes Marchant and others,
Christopher Lufkin,
The Stoneham Branch Railroad, 

and Isaac Stebbins and others, (as amended.)

The several Petitions, with the Orders of Notice there 
on, of

Seth Adams and others,
Peter Lewis,
William Pope,
The Mystic River Corporation, 

and B. L. Pernald and others,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of O. L. Huntley and others, for the 
formation of a new county, was referred to a joint special 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Aspinwall and Crocker, 
cf the Senate, and

Messrs. Holmes, of Boston,
Baker, of Yarmouth,
Hawkes, of Templeton,
Church, of Taunton, 

and Haskell, of Ipswich, 
on the part of the House.

The Petition of Tisdale Drake, of Boston, for leave to 
extend his wharf,

And



344 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

The Petition of the Town of Amesbury, for leave to 
sell an ancient town way,

W  ere severally referred to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the Harvard Branch Railroad, for 
authority to sell said road, and discontinue the same or 
any part thereof ;

The Petition of the Fairhaven Railroad Company, and 
the Fairhaven Corporation, to be united ;

The Petition of 'Elkanah Nickerson and others, in aid 
of that of N. Russell and others,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill “ Concerning the mode of determining elec
tions of town, city and county officers by the people,”

W as referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Haskell, from the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges, to whom was referred the Order of the 14th of 
January, relative to sidewalks, &c.,

Reported,

That no further legislation is necessary.
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Mr. Dexter, from the Committee on Towns, to whom 
was referred the Petition of James Small, of Truro,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending its refer
ence to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Washburn, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Boston Asylum 
and Farm School for Indigent Boys,

Reported

A Bill “ In  addition to the Acts incorporating the 
Boston Asylum and Farm School for Indigent Boys.”

Read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was committed the Engrossed Bill “ To establish a 
Police Court in the town of Haverhill,”

Reported

An Amendment to the same, which was read, and 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and the Bills
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“ Relating to the venue of transitory actions,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors 

of Sargent’s Wharf, in Boston,”
“ To incorporate the American Manufacturing Com- 

pany,”
“ To incorporate the Taunton Iron Company,”

And
“ Resolves in relation to Cheap Ocean Postage,”

Were severally Ordered to a third reading.

The Report “ inexpedient to legislate relative to in
testate estates,”

W as accepted.

The Senate Bill “ To repeal an Act giving equitable 

remedies in suits at law,”

W as refused a third reading.

The Senate Bills “ To incorporate the Metropolitan 

Hotel Company,”

“ To unite the Grand Junction Railroad Company and 

the Union Railroad Company,”

“ To authorize the Suffolk Savings Bank to hold real 
estate,”
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“ To change the name and increase the capital stock of 
the Cape Cod Branch Railroad Company,” (as amended ;)

“ To change the corporate name of the Neck Village 
Baptist Society, in Charlestown, and for other purposes;”

And

“ Resolve concerning certain Gun-Houses,” (as 
amended ;)

And House Bills “ To incorporate the Malden and 
Melrose Gas Light Company ; ”

“ To increase the capital stock of the Suffolk County 
Mills

“ To incorporate the Newton and Watertown Gas 
Light Company

“ To extend the time for locating and constructing the 
Amherst and Belchertown Railroad,”

Were severally passed to be engrossed—the Senate 
Bills in concurrence, and the House Bills sent up for 
concurrence.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of, M r. Sanford, 
of Taunton, moved a reconsideration of the vote whereby 
the House refused a third reading to the Bill
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“ To repeal an Act giving equitable remedies in suits 
at law,”

And, under a suspension of the Rules, the motion to 
reconsider was lost.

Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House yesterday ordered to a third 
reading, the Bill “ In addition to the several Acts for the 
relief of Insolvent Debtors, and the more equal distribu
tion of their effects.”

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Bill “ Relating to the transportation of Baggage 
on Railroads, (which originated in the House,)

And

“ Resolves concerning the Nebraska Bill,” (which orig
inated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Fond, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to con
sider whether further legislation is necessary respecting 

mortgages of real estate, having the power of sale.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery consider 
what further legislation, if any, is necessary, giving 
county commissioners jurisdiction in certain cases.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of O. 
1). Ashley and others, of Boston, for the repeal of the law 
prohibiting Saturday evening entertainments.

Also,

The Petition of John Shute and others, of Boston, that 
no person shall be disqualified as a witness on account of 
theological opinions,

And

Mr. Poder, of Wilbraham, the Petition of Noah G. 
Stebbins and others, of Wilbraham, for the same purpose.

Mr. Spalding, of Lowell, the Petition of the City of
Lowell, for relief from the provisions of chapter 105, sec.

33
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4, of the statutes of 1838, and for authority to establish 
the office of Superintendent of Common Schools.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of John 1). Mc- 
Crate, to perpetuate certain evidence.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Prisons consider the expediency 
of increasing the salary of the Physician of the State 
Prison.

Mr. Benton, of Richmond, presented the Remon
strances of John Holden and others, of Adams,

And

John Newbury and others, of Clarksburg,

Mr. Strickland, of Otis, that of Seymour Whitman and 

others, of Williamstown,

Severally against the removal of the Court House in 
Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Mr. Hawkes, of Saugus, the Petition of Harmon Hall 
and others, of Saugus, in aid of the Petition of the
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Eastern Railroad Company for leave to change the termi
nus of the Saugus Branch Railroad.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, the Remonstrance of Jason 
Cook and others, of Watertown, against the formation of 
the town of Belmont.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. A. R. ISTye, of New Bedford, the Petition of Lem
uel Kollock, and others, in New Bedford, for incorpora
tion as a Gas Company, in that city.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Holt, of LoAvell, the Petition of A. R. Brown and 
others, that the proprietors of Central Bridge in L oavoII, 
may be authorized to commute their toll.

Also,

The Petition of John Pearson and others, that the 
proprietors of Patucket Bridge in Lowell, may be author
ized to commute the tolls on said bridge.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Lames, of Reading, the Petition of .Frederick
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Abbott and others, of North Heading, for a Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company.

Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, the Petition of W. T. Da
vis and others, of Greenfield, for a Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company.

Mr. Wells, of Boston, the Petition of F. W. Lincoln 
and others, of Boston, for leave to hold real estate.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.

Mr. Currier, from the Committee on Fisheries, report
ed Orders of Notice on the Petitions of Corrington Tilden 
and others, and Isaac Keith and others.

Severally accepted.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of the 10th 
instant, relative to a Commission to revise the Insolvent 
Laws,

Keported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 
of O. L. Huntley and others,

The W est Parish in Haverhill,
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The Selectmen of Amesbury,
Tisdale Drake,
Richard Downing and others, 

and The Selectmen of Somerset.

The Petition of Charles M. Fogg and others, of Brain
tree, for authority to tax pews,

Was referred to the Committee on Parishes and Re
ligious Societies.

The Petition of O. Underwood and others, of Milford, 
for incorporation as the Milford Gas Company,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petitions of Micajah C. P ratt and others,

And

John Lovejoy and others, of Lynn, in aid of the Pe
tition of the Eastern Railroad Company, to change the 
terminus of the Saugus Branch Railroad ;

The Remonstrance of William A. Russell and others, 
against the Petition of the Stoneham Branch Railroad 
Corporation,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Report of the Commissioners on Cape Cod and 
East Harbors,
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Was committed to a joint special committee, consist
ing of Messrs. Field and Paine, of the Senate, to be 
joined.

Severally in concurrence.

The Petitions of Elias Bullard and others, of Hollis- 
ton,

And

Daniel J. Pickering and others, of Bellingham, in aid of 
that of A. C. Mayhew and others, for a new county, came 
from the Senate referred to the Committee on Towns, 
and the Plouse non-concurred in the reference, and refer
red them to the joint special committee on that subject.

Sent up for concurrence.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and the motion to reconsider, offered 
yesterday, by Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, was withdrawn.

The Report, inexpedient to legislate, relative to false 
pretences, was accepted.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Waltham Improvement 
Company,” was refused a third reading.
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The Senate Resolve “ Concerning the election of Coun
cillors by the people,” was then taken up, the question 
being on ordering the same to a third reading ; and after 
debate, and pending the question on an amendment offered 
by Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, on motion of Mr. Shep
pard, of Boston, the Resolve was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Orders
%

of the Day were laid on the table.

The engrossed “ Resolve on the Petition of Lucy S. 
Keyes,”

And Bill “ Concerning the Adoption of Children, and 
the Change of Name of Persons,”

(Both of which originated in the House,) were passed 
to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Benchley, of Worcester,

The House

Adjourned.



'
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House, on Saturday last, refused a third 
reading to the Bill “ To incorporate the Waltham Im
provement Company.”

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery be instruct
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing, that no 
person shall, hereafter, be charged as the trustee of any 
debtor by reason of any debt due such debtor, where the 
amount in the hands of the trustee does not exceed ten 

dollars.

Mr. A. It. Nye, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of Humphrey H. Nye and others, of New Bedford, for 
the protection of the hook fisheries in New Bedford har
bor.

Mr. Whitney, of Cambridge, the Petition of Joseph 
Bird and others, for a law concerning the location of 
burial grounds.

Mr. Washburn, of Boston, the Petition of Sidney Bart
lett and others, that the operation of the Act of 1853, 

34
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giving equitable remedies in suits at law, may be sus
pended for another year.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Prisons be instructed to inquire if 
any, and what alteration of chapter 143 of the Revised 
Statutes, is necessary in respect to furnishing spirituous 
or intoxicating liquors to persons confined in prisons.

On motion of Mr. Clark, of N’orthboro’, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Railways and Canals consider 
the expediency of further legislation to prevent Railroad 
Companies, or their agents, from obstructing highways at 
railroad crossings, by their engines, tenders or cars, more 
than two minutes at ony one time, unless in case of acci
dent. Also, to prevent said Railroad Companies, or their 

agents, from crossing highways more than once either by 
their engines, tenders or cars, without giving a sufficient 
time and opportunity to all persons travelling on said 

highways to pass the same either with their persons, 
horses, teams or cattle, previous to said companies or 
their agents passing a second time with their engines, 
tenders or cars, over said highways.
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Mr. Stone, of Winchester, presented the Petition of 
rimrles Choate and others, for incorporation as a Gas 
Company in Woburn.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures. i

Mr. Gardner, of Ashiield, the Petition of Ilosea Blake 
and others, in aid of that of Edmund Burke and others ;

Mr. Shattuck, of Groton, the Petition of Daniel 
Needham and others, for a Bank in Groton.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of Andrews Breed 
and others, in aid of that of the Saugus Branch Railroad 
Company ;

Mr. Swift, of Bridgewater, the Petition of Van R. 
Swift and others ;

Mr. Nutter, of Boston, the Petition of Solomon Alger 
and others,

Severally in aid of that of the Fall River Railroad 
Company;

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of William Si 
Eddy and others;

Mr. Diew, of Fairhaven, the Petition of Philemon 
Fuller and others, of Fairhaven,
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Severally in aid of that of Josiah S. Ilammond and 

others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Seeley, of Adams, the Petition of O. Arnold and 
others, of Adams,

And
The Petition of Joseph D. Clark and others, of Clarks

burg ;

Air. Russell, of Pittsfield, the Petition of Mark Church 
and others, of Great Barrington,

Severally for the removal of the Court House in Berk
shire.

Mr. Bangs, of Lenox, the Remonstrances of

The Town of Lenox,
John Crosby, Jr. and othei's, of Sheffield, 
John S. Cooper and others, -of Sheffield, 
Sidney Jones and others of Sheffield,
W arren Can dee and others, of Sheffield,
S. B. Dewey and others, of Egremont,
Henry Dewey and others, of Egremont, 
Henry W . Bishop and others, of Lenox, 
Norman Miner and others, of Windsor, 
Benjamin Wheeler and others, of New Marl

boro,’
Robert Campbell and others, of Pittsfield, 
Ralph Taylor and others, of Gt. Barrington,



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1854. 361

And Alonzo Tyler and others, of Lanesboro’.

Severally against the removal of the Court House in 
Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Speaker appointed, as the Joint Special Committee 
on the part of the House, on the Report of the Commis
sioners on Cape Cod and East Harbors,

Messrs. Hawes, of Boston,
Tierce, of Wellfleet,
Thomas, of New Bedford, 
Underwood, of Dennis, 

and Colby, of Salisbury.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions of

Timothy Baker and others,
John P. Monks and others,
D. D. and W. Kelley,
11. D. Thatcher and others,

And

On the Orders of the House, of February 18, relative 
to Patucket and Central Bridges, in Lowell.

The Petition of the Trustees of Day’s Academy, for an 
alteration in their act of incorporation,

*W as referred to the Committee on Education.
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The Petition, of sundry citizens of East Bridgewater, in 
aid of that of the Old Colony Railroad.

The Petition of William Stetson and others, of Sand
wich, in aid of that of N. Russell and others,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of Boston, for 
legislation for the protection and preservation of Boston 
Harbor,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Reports, “ Inexpedient to legislate,”

On an Order relative to furnishing school districts with 
a copy of the “ Parent and Teacher;”

On an Order relative to the rights of railways to enter 
on each o ther;

On an Order relative to embodying in one statute all 
the laws relating to education,

And

“ Leave to withdraw ” on the Petition of Ephraim 
W ard and others,

W ere severally accepted in concurrence.

The Bills “ Concerning the repairs of ways and bridges, 
and the raising of draws of bridges,”

And
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“ Relative to the taxation of costs, in actions originally 
commenced in the Supreme Judicial Court,”

Were severally read and referred to the Committee on 

the Judiciary.

A communication from David Wilder, Jr., signifying 
his acceptance of the office of Auditor of Accounts, was 

read.

The Bids “ To extend the time for the construction of 

the Eastern Railroad,”

“ Relating to the State Reform School and Board of 

Agriculture,”

“ To incorporate the Boston TV esleyan Association,”
\

“ To authorize the Provident Institution for Savings in 
the town of Boston, to hold real estate,”

“ To incorporate the Xorjth Brookfield Savings Bank,”

“ To increase the capital stock of the Malden Manu

facturing Company,”

“ Concerning the Commercial Mutual Marine Insurance 

Company,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.



36 i JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and

Bills “ To incorporate the Athol Reservoir Company

“ In Addition to the Acts incorporating the Boston 
Asylum and Farm School for Indigent Boys,”

AY ere severally ordered to a third reading.

The Senate Bills “ In  addition to an Act to incorporate 
the Mystic River Railroad ; ”

“ To incorporate the Taunton Iron Company;”

And

“ Resolve in Relation to Cheap Ocean Postage ; ”

And House Bills “ In  relation to arrests in actions cf 
tort ; ”

“ To incorporate the Easton Branch Railroad Com
pany ; ”

“ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
of Sargent’s Wharf, in Boston,”
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“ To incorporate the American Manufacturing Com
pany,”

M ere severally passed to be engrossed—the Senate 
Bills and Resolve in concurrence, and the House Bills 
sent up for concurrence.

The Bill “ In addition to the several Acts for the re
lief of insolvent debtors and the more equal distribution 
of their effects,” was then taken up, the question being on 

its passage to be engrossed.

Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, offered an amendment, pend
ing the question on which, on motion of Mr. Jenks, of 
Boston, the Bill was laid on the table, and the amend
ment ordered to be printed.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Amherst Savings Bank,” 
was laid on the table.

The Bill “ Relating to the venue of transitory actions,” 
was then taken up, the question being on its passage to 
be engrossed.

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, offered an amendment, pend
ing the question on which the whole subject was laid on 
the table and ordered to he printed.

The Orders of the Day having been disposed of,
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On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the “ Re
solve concerning the election of Councillors by the peo
ple,” was taken from the table, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Lawton, of Fall River; and, 
after debate, on motion of Mr. Cooley, of Boston, the 
whole subject was again laid on the table.

The Bills “ To incorporate the Metropolitan Hotel Com

pany,”
And

“ To incorporate the Boston Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company,”

(Both of which originated in the Senate,) were passed 
to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Fierce, of Dorchester, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Brinley, of Boston it was Ordered, 

that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the expedi
ency of amending the 7th section of chapter 211, of the' 

Acts of 1849.

On motion of Mr. Golding, of Sherborn, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the ex
pediency of repealing the 153d chapter of the Acts of the 
legislature of the year 1853.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, it was Ordered, 
that Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield, Benchley, of "Worcester, 
and Hood, of Somerset, be a committee to ascertain at 
what time the several standing committees of the House 
may be able to report upon the several matters committed 
to them, and to report the same to this House.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, it was Ordered, 
that Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield, Benchley, of Worcester, 
and Hood, of Somerset, be a committee, with such as the 
Senate may join, to ascertain and report within what 
time the several joint committees may be able to make
final reports upon the several matters committed to them 

35
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Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of 
George L. Davis and others, for incorporation as the pro
prietors of the Lawrence Bridge.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Eames, of Reading, the Petition of Charles F. Flint 
and others, of North Reading, for a mechanic and agri
cultural institution.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Lewis, of Falmouth, the Petition of William Gif
ford and others, of W est Falmouth, for incorporation for 
fishing purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. French, of Canton, the Petition of the First Con
gregational Parish in Canton, for leave to tax pews.

Mr. Tilton, of Tisbury, the Petition of Wm. H. Stur- 
tevant and others, for incorporation as a religious society 
in Tisbury.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.

Mr. Cook, of Chester, the Petition of R. L. Bromley 
and others, of Chester and Norwich, to amend the Act
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passed in 1853, whereby a part of the towns of Chester 
and Blandford, were set off and annexed to Norwich,

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Bemonstrance 
of Josiah Beard and others, of Waltham, against the Pe
tition of Charles Stone and others,

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Spencer, of West Stockbridge, presented the Re
monstrance of Lyman Ingraham and others, of Savoy,

Mr. Benton, of Richmond, that of M. R. Beals and 
others, of Pittsfield,

Mr. Strickland, of Otis, that of Erastus Rice and oth
ers, of Florida,

Mr. Taylor, of Great Barrington, that of C. F. Ben
nett and others, of Dalton,

Severally against the removal of the Court House in 
Berkshire,

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Mr. Sbackford, of Chicopee, presented the Petition 
of E O. Carter and others, of Chicopee, in aid cf that 
of Philos B. Tyler and others.
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Mr. Sproat, of Wareham, the Petition of J. R. Sproat 
and others, of Wareham, in aid of that of Josiah S. 
Hammond ;

Air. Church, of Taunton, the Protest of the Town of 
Taunton, against granting a charter to the Old Colony 
Railroad to extend their road through Taunton to Fall 
River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Air. Richmond, from the Joint Special Committee on 
the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, to whom was referred 
the Order of the 8th instant, relative to the stock of said 
company, submitted a Report ;

Also,
On the Order of the 9th instant, submitted a Report.

Severally accepted.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Air. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Humphrey II. Nye 
and others,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject, and recommending its reference to the 
Committee on Fisheries.

Accepted.
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Mr. Wood, from the same committee, to whom was 
committed the Senate Bill “ Relative to the taxation of 
costs in actions originally commenced in the Supreme Ju 
dicial Court,”

Reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Hood, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom wras referred the Petition of the 
East Boston Dry Dock Company,

Reported,

A Bill “ To increase the capital stock of the East Bos
ton Dry Dock Company.”

Mr. Wood, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 2d instant, relative 
to the conflicting rights of the proprietors cf mill priv
ileges,

Reported,

A Bill “ In relation to the division of water rights.”

Mr. Rich, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Ralph Huntington and others,

Reported,

A Bill “ To establish the Port Hill Corporation.”
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Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
special assignment, the same being the Bill “ To repeal 
the Act of 1852, relating to the manufacture and sale of 
spirituous or intoxicating liquors,” and, on motion of 
Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, the further consideration 
of the subject was postponed to Thursday, March 9th, at 
12 o’clock, M.

The following engrossed Bills (which originated in 
the Senate) were passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate:—

“ To change the name of the Neck Village Baptist 
Society in Charlestown, and for other purposes; ”

“ To authorize the Suffolk Savings Bank for Seamen 
and others, to hold real estate; ”

“ To change the name and increase the capital stock of 
the Cape Cod Branch Railroad Company.”

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the House, on Saturday last, refused a third
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reading to the Bill “ To incorporate the Waltham Im
provement Company,” was carried, and the Bill was 
recommitted to the Committee on Manufactures.

The amendment to the engrossed Bill to establish a 
Police Court in the town of Haverhill, was adopted under 
a suspension of the rules, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Boston Wesleyan Asso
ciation,” was laid upon the table.

The Bills “ Concerning the Commercial Mutual Marine 
Insurance Company ; ”

“ To increase the capital stock of the Malden Manu
facturing Company ; ”

“ To authorize the Provident Institution for Savings 
in the town of Boston to hold real estate ; ”

“ Relating to the State Reform School, and Board of 
Agriculture ; ”

“ To extend the time for the construction of the East
ern Railroad ; ”

And

“ To incorporate the North Brookfield Savings B an k ;”
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Were severally Ordered to a third reading.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Athol Reservoir Com
pany,” was then taken up, the question being on its 
passage to a third reading. Mr. Whitney, of Conway, 
offered an Amendment, which was adopted, and pending 
the question upon another Amendment, offered by Mr. 
Sanford, of Taunton.

On motion of that gentleman,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 
that the Judiciary Committee be directed to report to the 
House a form of questions to be proposed to all the 
towns and cities in this Commonwealth, to ascertain all 
the facts in relation to town and city agencies for the 
saleS of liquors.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was Or

dered, that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire if any further legislation is necessary better to 
define the relative duties and obligations of carriers and 
consignees, and to give better remedies to those engaged 
in the coastwise business.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Walter Bryant and others, for certain modifications of 
the existing mortgage, usury, and builders’ lien laws.

Mr. Lamb, of Worcester, the Petition of the Mayor 
and City Council of Worcester, for power to establish a 
Board of Trustees of Hope Cemetery,

Also,
3G
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The Petition of the same parties for authority to con
struct an aqueduct to supply Worcester with water.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of Edward II. 
Eldredge, guardian, for authority to sell real estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, the Petition of the Treasurer 
and Receiver-General, for increase of salary. •

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of the Auditor 
of Accounts, for increase of salary.

Severally referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Church, of Taunton, the Remonstrance of Daniel 
Brown and others, against granting a charter to the Old 
Colony Railroad to cross Taunton River at Slade’s Ferry

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Hood, of Somerset, the Petition of Israel Brayton, 
for leave to plant oysters in Taunton Great River.
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Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Green, of Cambridge, the Petition of the Mayors 
of Charlestown and Cambridge, that the County Commis
sioners of Middlesex may be authorized to alter the high- 
way and bridge between the two cities.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the Petitions of Lorin Hay
den and others, of Whately,

And

Lewis Bodman and others, of Williamsburg,

Severally in aid of that of Edmund Burke and others.

Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, the Petition of Edward 
S. Hall and others, for a Bank in Blackstone.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Whggin, of Boston, the Petition of Charles Spear, 
in relation to clergymen visiting prisons.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.



378 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Air. Russell, of Pittsfield, tlie Petition of Gardner 
Eldredge and others, of Hanover, for the removal of the 
Court House in Berkshire.

Air. Tallmadge, of Egremont, the Remonstrance of L. 
B. Aliner and others, of Windsor, against the removal of 
the Court House in Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Air. Tuttle, of Lowell, the Petition of Frank B. Fay 
and others, of Chelsea, for the abolition of the punish
ment of death.

Referred to a joint special committee.

Air. Kendall from the Committee on Alercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of Seth 
Doggett and others,

Reported,
*■

That the Petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Accepted.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. A Veils from the Committee on County Estimates
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to whom was referred the Estimates of the County Com
missioners for the year 1854,

Reported

A “ Resolve on County Estimates.”

Mr. Green, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
Society for the Employment of Female Poor,

Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of the Society for Employ
ing Female Poor.”

Mr. Renchley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Ira M. 
Barton,

Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of Ira M. Barton.”

Mr. Stevens, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the Suffolk Cordage 
Company,

Reported

A Bill To change the location of the Suffolk Cord
age Company.”

Mr. Lyman, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Petition of John D. Richardson and others,

Reported

A Bill “ To incorporate the Boston Iron Works.’’
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Mr. Rich, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of F. 
W. Lincoln and others,

Reported,

A Bill “ To incorporate the Revere House Company.”

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Senate Bill “ Concerning the re
pair of ways and bridges and the raising of draws of 
bridges,”

Reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Sanford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom wras referred the Senate Bill “ Concerning the 
election of city, town and county officers,”

Reported

The same in a new draft, which was twice read under 
a suspension of the Rules, and ordered to a third reading.

The “ Resolve concerning the election of councillors by 
the people,”

And Bills

“ In addition to the several Acts for the relief of insol
vent debtors and the more equal distribution of their 
effects,”
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« To incorporate tlie Amherst Savings Bank,”

“ Relating to the venue of transitory actions,”

Were severally taken from the table and placed in the 

Orders of t ie  Day.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Boston Wesleyan Asso
ciation,” was taken from the table, and ordered to a third 

reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that Messrs. Aspinwall and Alvord, of the 
Senate, with such as the House may join, be a committee 
to consider what amendment is necessary in the laws 
concerning the taxation of the inhabitants of the several 
towns and cities iu the Commonwealth, wi'li power to 
send for persons and papers, and that they report by bill, 
or otherwise.

Concurred.

And the Speaker joined

Messrs. Crafts, of Roxbury,

Gorham, of Barre,
Dwight, of Stockbridge,

Whitney, of Cambridge, 
and Baker, of Marshfield,

On the the part of the House.
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Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 
George L. Davis and others, 

and Humphrey H. Nye and others.

The Petition with the Order of Notice thereon, of 
Daniel Day and others, was recommitted to the Joint 
Special Committee on the removal of the Court House in 
Berkshire.

The Petition of Charles Hubbard and others, for leave 
to extend their wharves in Chelsea,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petition of the Trustees of the Protestant Episco
pal Orphan School for Boys, for an Act of Incorporation,

Was referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions.

The Petition of the Bethesda Baptist Society in Charles
town, for a change of name,

Was referred to the Committee on Parishes and Re
ligious Societies.

The Petition of Frederic Norwood and others,
And

That of Nathaniel P. Wiley and others, in aid of that 
of David Snow and others,
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The Petition of W alter Fessenden and others, for a 
Bank in Townsend;

The Petition of Henry Slade and others, for a Bank in 
Chelsea,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking.

The Petition of Benjamin Hobart and others, of Abing- 
ton, in aid of that of the Old Colony Railroad Company ;

The Petition of Charles Cobb and others, in aid of that 
of J. S. Hammond and others ;

The Petition of J. B. Tobey and others, in aid of that 
of N. Russell and others ;

The Remonstrances of E. W. Shepard and others, of 
Blandford,

And

James M. Goodwin and others, of Granville, against 
that of Philos B. Tyler and others,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

1 he “ Resolve providing for an amendment to the 
Constitution, relating to the offices of Sheriff, Register of 
Probate, and Coroner,”
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The “ Resolve providing for an amendment to the 
Constitution, in relation to the Secretary, Treasurer and 
Receiver-General, Auditor, and Attorney-General,”

And

Bill “ To incorporate the Dudley Street Baptist Society, 
in Boxbury,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the unfinished 
business of yesterday ; namely, the Bill “ To incorporate 
the Athol Reservoir Company,” and the Amendment, 
offered by Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, was adopted, and 
the Bill, as amended, was passed to be engrossed, and 

sent up for concurrence.

The Bills “ Relative to the taxation of costs in actions 
originally commenced in the Supreme Judicial Court,”

And

“ To increase the capital stock of the East Boston Dry 

Dock Company,”

Were severally ordered to a third reading.
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The Bill “ To establish the Fort ITill Corporation,” was 
amended, and ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Or

ders of the Day were laid on the table.

The Bills “ to increase the capital stock of the E. 
Carver Company,” (which originated in the House,)

“ To incorporate the Marblehead Gas Light Company,”

“ To incorporate the Boston Stove Foundry Com
pany,”

“ To unite the Grand Junction Bailroad and Depot 
Company, and the Union Railroad Company,”

And Resolves

“ Concerning certain Gun-houses,”

“ In relation to Cheap Ocean Postage,”

(Which severally originated in the Senate,) were passed 
to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.



■

■
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

«

Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, oifercd the following Or

der :—

“ Ordered, that a joint special committee be appointed 
to take into consideration the expediency of increasing 
the salary of Ilis Excellency, the Governor of this Com
monwealth.”

The Order was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 
that the district-attorneys in the several districts in the 
Commonwealth, be instructed to report the amount ex
pended on account of prosecutions under the Act entitled 
“ An Act concerning the manufacture and sale of spiritu
ous and intoxicating liquors,” since said Act took effect; 
also the amount collected as fines under said Act.

On motion of Mr. Chamberlin, of Worcester, it was 
Ordered, that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
and report if any further legislation is necessary for the 
crime of forgery; also if it is expedient to provide any
indemnity for those suffering therefrom.

37
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Mr. Drew, of Fairhaven, presented the Petition of Obed 
F. Hitch and others, for leave to sell real estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, the Petition of that Town 
for a City Charter.

, Mr. Fitch, of Hopkinton, the Petition of Joseph Val

entine and others, for a more prohibitory and effectual 
law against trespassers.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Sewall, of Medfield, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Banks and Banking consider the 
expediency of so amending chapter 258, section 1, of 
the Acts of 1851, as to oblige all treasurers to make 
return to assessors of all moneys deposited as provided in 
said Act, amounting to one hundied dollars.

On motion of Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Prisons take into consideration 
the expediency of discontinuing the office of superinten
dent of discharged convicts.

Mr. Seeley, of Adams, presented the Petition of Charles
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Bowen and others, of Adams, for the removal of the 

Court House in Berkshire.

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub

ject.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of
*

John Shelton and others, for a Bank in Melrose.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of Francis Brin- 
ley and others, for an Act of incorporation for manufac
turing purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of A. H.^Fiske 
and others, for an Act of incorporation for manufactur
ing purposes in Holyoke.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Sewall, of Medfield, the Remonstrance of the Se
lectmen of Lynnfield, against the Petition of the Eastern

♦

Railroad Company.

Mr. Floyd, of Billerica, the Petition of Samuel Mam
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ning and others, of Wilmington, for an additional sta
tion upon the Boston and Lowell Railroad ;

Also,

The Petition of William S. Gleason and others, of 

Billerica, in aid of that of Samuel Manning and others.

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of B. G. Hill 
and others, in aid of that of the Eastern Railroad Com
pany.

Mr. A. R. Nye, of New Bedford, the Petitions of Fred
eric Parker and others,

And

Daniel Wood and others, in aid of that of Josiah S. 
Hammond and others.

V '

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the Petition of Andrew 
D. Blanchard and others, in aid of the Petition of George 
L. Davis and others.

Mr. Shove, of Dighton, the Petitions of Charles Tal
bot and others, of Dighton,

And

F. W . Llorton and others, of Rehoboth, in aid of the 
Petition of Charles H. Gooding and others,
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Mr. Green, of Cambridge, the Petition of the proprie
tors of the Cambridge omnibuses for relief from onerous 

to lls;

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 

Bridges.

Mr. Cook, of Chester, the Remonstrance of David 
Smith and others, of Chester, against the Petition of R. 
L. Bromley and others ;

Also
*

The Petition of David Smith and others, for a repeal 
or amendment of the Act of 1853, setting off a part of 
Chester and Blandford, and annexing the same to Nor
wich.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns. •

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen on the 
part of the House, upon the joint special committee on 
the Petition of Frank B. Fay and others, for the abolish
ment of the death penalty, namely:—

Messrs. Tuttle, of Lowell,
Canon, of Tyringham,
Brown, of Brimfield,
Clark, of Northboro’, 

and Lewis, of Falmouth.
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Mr. Richmond, from the Joint Special Committee on 
the Troy and Gieenfield Railroad Company, to whom 
were referred the Orders of Inquiry relative to said road,

Reported

An additional document from the attorney of said com
pany.

Mr. Tilton, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Samuel Adams,

Reported,

That the Petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Petition of Edwaid H. 

Eldredge,

Reported,

An Order of Notice thereon.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary to whom 
was referred the Order of the 18th inst., relative to the 

jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace,

Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Wood from the same committee, to whom was re-
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ferred the Order of the 21st instant, relative to the 7th 
section of chapter 211, of the Acts of 1849,

Eeported

A Bill “ In addition to Act in relation to public health.”

Mr. Sanford, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of the 7th instant, relative to truant 
children,

Eeported

A Bill “ Concerning truants in the City of Boston,”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on Eoads and Bridges con
sider the expediency of repealing any number, or all the 
charters for bridges owned by corporations in this State, 
that have a grant to take tolls. Also cause the said 
bridges to be laid out as public highways. Also the 
State to pay the said corporations the present value of 
their bridges, to be appraised by five commissioners to be 
appointed by a vote by joint ballot of the two branches 
of the legislature. Also, of fixing on a certain number 
of years when any of their charters shall be made void.
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The Petition of the Worcester North Agricultural So
ciety, for their proportion of the State Bounty,

Was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

The Petitions of E. B. P ratt and others, for an act of 
incorporation,

And
That of Sanford B. Perry and others, (taken from the 

files of last year,)

Were severally referred to the Committee on Manufac
tures.

The Remonstrance of Edwin Ely and others, of Bland- 
ford,

And
That of Edward Taylor and others, of Montgomery,

Severally against the Petition of Philos B. Tyler and 
others.

The Petition of George Bramhall a d others, of Ply
mouth,

And
That of Joseph. Holmes and others, of Kingston, -

Severally in aid of that of N. Russell and others,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

The Petition of Albert Wood and others, of Ilopkin- 
ton,
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And

That of John A. Whitney and others, of Ashland,

Came from the Senate referred to the Committee on 
Towns, and the House non-concurred in the reference, 
and referred them to the joint special committee on that 
subject.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Bill “ To establish a Police Court in the town of 
Milford,”

Was read and referred to the Committee on the Judi
ciary.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Chebacco Branch Rail
road Company,”

Was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the Senate 
“ Resolve concerning the election of Councillors by the 
people,” the question being on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, and then on third reading. 
After debate, on motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the 
yeas and nays were ordered on the amendment offered
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by Mr. Lawton, and the roll having been called, it ap
peared that the amendment was adopted—yeas, 147 ; 
nays, 124—and the Resolve, as amended, was ordered to 
a third reading. [See Appendix, No. 3.]

The House Bills “ To incorporate the Amherst Savings 
Bank,”

“ In  addition to the Acts incorporating the Boston
Asylum and Farm School for Indigent Boys,”

%

And Senate Bills “ Concerning the Commercial Mutual 
Marine Insurance Company,”

“ To increase the capital stock of the Malden Manu
facturing Company

/
“ To authorize the Provident Institution for Savings in 

the Town of Boston, to hold real estate

“ Relating to the State Reform School and Board of 
Agriculture

“ To extend the time for the construction of the East
ern Railroad

“ To incorporate the North Brookfield Savings Bank;”
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“ To incorporate the Boston Wesleyan Association;”

“ Relative to the taxation of costs in actions originally 
commenced in the Supreme Judicial Court,” (as amended,)

Were severally passed to be engrossed—the House 
Bills sent up for concurrence, and the Senate Bills in 
concurrence.

The Bills “ In  relation to the division of water rights ;”

“.To incorporate the Dudley Street Baptist Society, in 
Roxbury

“ Concerning the repairs of Ways and Bridges, and the 
raising of draws of bridges

“ To incorporate the Revere House Company

“ To incorporate the Boston Iron W orks;”

“ To change the location of the Suffolk Cordage Com

pany;’’ .
And

Resolves “ On the Petition of Ira  M. Barton;”

“ On the Petition of the Society for Employing Female 
Poor,”

Were severally Ordered to a third reading.
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The Orders of the Day being disposed of,

The Engrossed Bills, “ To increase the capital stock of 
the Suffolk County Mills,”

“ To extend the time'for locating and constructing the 
Amherst and Belchertown Railroad,”

And
“ Resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow money 

in anticipation of the revenue,”

(W hich severally originated in the House,)
And Bills

“ To establish a Police Court in the town of Haverhill,” 
(as amended,)

“ To incorporate the Taunton Iron-Works Compa
ny,”

In addition to an Act to incorporate the Mystic River 
Railroad,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,) *

W ere passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Fitchburg, the Petition of 
Jonathan Day was taken from the files of last year and 
referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, it was Ordered, 
that the Judiciary Committee consider the expediency of 
providing that questions of law arising before a single 
justice of the Court of Common Pleas, may be reserved 
and carried by a report of the case to be made by such 
justice to the full bench of the Supreme Judicial Court.

Mr. Denham, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of Jacob L. Porter and others, of New Bedford.

Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Petition of the Selectmen 
and others, of Watertown.

Mr. Winn, of W est Cambridge, the Petition of J. 
Bucknam and others.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, the Petition of N. W. Gar
land and others.

38
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Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the vote where
by the House yesterday rejected the Order offered by Mr. 
Wetherbee, of Boston, was reconsidered, and the Order 
was amended by being referred to the Committee on Fi
nance, and adopted.

Mr. A. R Aye, of New Bedford, presented thé Peti
tion of Joseph Grinnell and others, of New Bedford, for 
incorporation as a Steamboat Company.

Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the Petition of Albert Mor
gan and others, for incorporation as a Hotel Company in 
Springfield.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.

Mr. Richmond, of Adams, the Petition of E. M. 
W right, Secretary of the Commonwealth, for an increase 
of salary.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of Joseph P  
Nickerson and others, of Barnstable County, in aid of 
that of David Snow and others.
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Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Hawkes, of Saugus, the Remonstrance of Benja
min Hatchings and others, of Saugus, against the Petition 
of Jemima C. Moriarty.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Shackford, of Chicopee, the Petition of Alfred 
Rising and others, of W est Suffield, Ct. ;

The Petitions of Hinsdale Smith and others, of W est 
Springfield,

And

Ezra Kimberly and others, of Springfield,

Severally in aid of that of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Lyman, of Easthampton, the Remonstrance of N. 
S. Bartlett and others, of Norwich, against the Petition 
of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Evans, of Freetown, the Remonstrance of David 
Terry and others, of Freetown,

And
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That of John D. Cartwright and others, of Somerset.

Severally against the Petition of the Old Colony Rail
road Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Holmes, from the Committee on Roads and Bridges, 

to whom was referred the Petition of the Mayors of 
Charlestown and Cambridge,

Reported

An Order of Notice thereon, which was accepted, and 
sent up for concurrence.

Mr. W ashburn, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred the Petition of Sidney Bartlett, and 
others,

/
Reported

A Bill “ Suspending the operation of an Act giving 
equitable remedies in suits at law.”

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Petition of John D. Me- 
Crate,

Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of John D. McCrate.”

Mr. Lynde, from the same committee, to whom were
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referred the Orders of the 4th and 13th instants, 

Reported

A Bill “ Relative to notices of meetings of Commis
sioners upon the insolvent estates of deceased persons.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Wm. T. Hanchett and others, for a 
Bank in Natick,

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Petition of James Alley and others, to be incorpo
rated as the Mechanic Steam Mill Company,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of Albert Wood and others, of Hopkin- 
ton, in aid of that of Lee Claflin and others ;

The Remonstrance of the proprietors of Slade’s Ferry, 
against the Petition of the Old Colony Railroad Corpora
tion ;

The Remonstrances of Lewis Bodman and others, in
habitants of Williamsburg,

And

F. D. Brown and others, of Hatfield,
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Severally against the Petition of Philos B. Tyler and 
others.

The Petitions of

Marcus Currier and others, of Georgetown,
Rufus S. Griffith and others, of Newburyport, 
Frederic F. Root and others, of North Reading, 
James M. Usher and others, of Medford,
Charles Magoon and others, of Medford,
Ebenezer Sawyer and others, of Methuen,
Stephen Parker and others, of Groveland,
George N. Dike and others, of Stoneham,
James FI. Duncan and others, of Haverhill,
C. J. Storrow and others, of Lawrence.

Severally in aid of that of Gayton P. Osgood and 
others.

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 

and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day..

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, and the Bill “ In  addition to the sev
eral Acts for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, and the 
more equal distribution of their effects,” was taken up,
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and the amendment offered by Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, 
was rejected, and the bill passed to be engrossed.

The amendment to the Bill “ Relating to the venue of 
transitory actions,” offered by Mr. Holmes, of Boston, 
was adopted, and the Bill passed to be engrossed.

The “ Resolve providing for an amendment of the Con
stitution in relation to the Secretary, Treasurer and Re
ceiver-General, Auditor, and Attorney-General,” pending 
the question on an amendment offered by Mr. Russell, of 
Boston, was laid on the table.

The “ Resolve providing for an amendment of the Con
stitution relating to the offices of Sheriff, Register of Pro
bate, and Coroner,” pending the question on an amend
ment offered by Mr. Whitney, of Conway, was laid on 
the table.

The “ Resolve concerning the election of Councillors 
by the people,” was taken up, and after debate, laid on 
the table.

The Senate Bills “ Concerning the election of city, 
town, and county officers,” (in a new draft,)

“ To incorporate the Dudley Street Baptist Society, in 
Roxbury,”
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And House Bills “ To increase the capital stock of the 
Bast Boston Dry Dock Company,”

“ In  relation to the Division of W ater Rights,”

“ To incorporate the Revere House Company,”

“ To incorporate the Boston Iron W orks,” as amend
ed to “ Suffolk Iron W orks,”

“ To change the location of the Suffolk Cordage Com
pany,”

And Resolves,

“ On the Petition of Ira M. Barton,”

“ On the Petition of the Society for Employing Female 
Poor,”

Were severally passed to be engrossed— the Senate 
Bills in concurrence, and the House Bills and Resolves 
sent up for concurrence.

The “ Resolves on County Estimates,”

And

Bill “ To incorporate the Chebacco Branch Railroad 
Company,”

W ere severally ordered to a third reading.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of, Mr. Holmes, 
of Boston, moved to reconsider the vote whereby the
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House yesterday accepted the Report “ Leave to with
draw,” on the Petition of Samuel Adams.

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, it was Order
ed, that the Clerk of the House omit hereafter the daily 
reading of the Journal, except when directed so to do by 
the Speaker of the House.

On motion of Mr. Bussell, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the ex
pediency of repealing the 294th chapter of the laws of 

1852.

On motion of Mr. Ladd, of Chicopee, it was Ordered, 
that the Secretary of the Commonwealth be requested to 
report to the House the amount of fines received by Jus
tices of the Peace and Police Courts of the Common
wealth, for violations of the law of 1852, entitled “ An 
Act concerning the manufacture and sale of spirituous 
and intoxicating liquors.”

On motion of Mr. Bich, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Secretary of the Commonwealth be requested to 
inform the Legislature what action has been taken in re
lation to a Besolve passed April 8th, 1853, relating to
Pilotage and Pilot Laws.

39
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Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, presented the Petition of 
Ezra Holden and others, of Malden,

Mr. Humphrey, of Brookline, that of Thomas Griggs 

and others, of Brookline,

Severally in aid of that of Joseph Bird and others.

Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Remonstrance of Heman 
Humphrey and others, of Pittsfield, against the repeal of 
the law relative to Saturday evening amusements.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Green, it was Ordered, that the 
Committee on Public Charitable Institutions be instruct
ed to inquire what further legislation, if any, is needed, 
to complete the State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton, and 
prepare it for the reception of patients ; and also what 
provision is required for the support of the same.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Claims consider the expe
diency of defraying the expenses of Mr. Wood, from 
Newburyportj and also of Mr. Snow, from Eastham, in
curred for sickness while members of this House.
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Mr. Leach, of Wendell, presented the Petition of Dan
iel Ballard and others, of Wendell, for the repeal of the 
Act of 1853, relative to armories.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Wells, of Rowe, the Petition of the School Com
mittee of Rowe, for allowance of their share of the School 
Fund.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Marchant, of Edgartown, the Petition of Leavitt 
Thaxter and others, for a Bank in Edgartown.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Hood, of Somerset, presented the Remonstrance 

of Thurston, Greene & Co., against increasing the capi
tal of the Saunders Cotton Mill.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Kenrick, of Orleans, presented the Petition of Amos 
Abbott and others, of Andover, for a division of the town.

Mr. Rich, of Boston, the Remonstrance of Samuel 
Hartwell and others, of Southbridge, against the Petition 
of Henry Hartshorn and others.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Bowers, of Carver, presented the Petition of Jo
seph Pratt and others, of Boston, in aid of that of J. S. 
Hammond and others.

Mr. W arner, of Northampton, the Pemonstrance of 
John Clarke and others, of Northampton, against the 
Petition of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of Ezra W. 
Brintnall and others, of Malden, in aid of the Petition 
of the Eastern Railroad for changing the termination of 
the Saugus Branch Railroad.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Remonstrance of E. E. 
Wiley and others, of Montrose, against the Petition of 
the Eastern Railroad to discontinue the South Reading 
Branch Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to
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whom was referred the Petition of the city of Worces
ter for authority to construct an aqueduct,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending its refer
ence to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance.

Mr. Clark, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of Samuel Spear and others,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending its; nefih> 
ence to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate- and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Jonathan^ 
Day,

Reported

An Order of Notice thereon.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Whitney, from the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance, to whom was- referred the. Petition of 
the Lowell Traders’ and Mechanics’ Insurance Company,

Reported

A Bill “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Lowell Traders’ and Mechanics’ Mutual Lire Insurance 
Company.”

Mr. Moore, from the Committee on Manufactures, to
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■whom was recommitted the Bill to incorporate the 
W altham Improvement Company,

Reported

The same in a new draft.

Mr. Shackford, from the Committee on the Militia, to 
whom was referred the Order of the lo th  instant, relative 
to the salary of the Clerk in the Adjutant-General’s 
office,

Reported

A Bill “ To establish the salary of the Clerk in the 
Office of the Adjutant and Quartermaster-General of the 
Commonwealth.”

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Senate Bill to establish a Police 
Court in the town of Milford,

Reported

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Senate Bill relative to the election of Repre
sentatives jin the Congress of the United States,

Reported

That the same ought to pass.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petitions of Albert Wood and others, and John 

A. Whitney and others.

Severally in aid of that of A. (J. Mayhew and others, in 
the reference of which to the Committee on Towns, the 
House non-concurred on Thursday, came down from the 
Senate with the endorsement that the Senate adhered to 
their reference, and the House receded, and concurred in 
the reference to the Committee on Towns.

The Engrossed Bills “ To incorporate the Newton and 
Watertown Gas Light Company

“ To incorporate the Malden and Melrose Gas l ig h t 
Company

“ To authorize the Provident Institution for Savings in 
the town of Boston, to hold real estate,” (which severally 
originated in the House ;)

“ To extend the time for the construction of the East
ern Railroad

“ To incorporate the Athol Reservoir Company

“ To incorporate the Amherst Savings Bank,” (which 
severally originated in the Senate,)
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Were passed to be enacted and were sent to the Senate.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the House on Thursday ac
cepted the report “ Leave to withdraw ” on the Petition of 
Samuel Adams.

The motion to reconsider was carried, and the report 
was again accepted.

The Bill “ To establish the Fort Hill Corporation,” was 
then taken up, and certain amendments offered by Messrs. 
Rich and Russell, of Boston» were adopted, and after fur
ther debate, on motion of Mr. Reed, of Boston, the Bill 
was recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Senate Bill “ Concerning the repairs of Ways and 
Bridges, and the raising of draws of bridges,” was laid 
on the table.

Bills “ Concerning truants in the city of Boston

“ In addition to an Act in relation to public health
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“ Relative to the notices of meetings of Commissioners 
upon the insolvent estates of deceased persons,”

And

“ Resolve on the Petition of John D. McCrate,”

Were severally Ordered to a third reading.

The “ Resolve on County Estimates,”

Was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Bill “ To incorporate the Chebacco Branch Rail
road Company,” (as amended,)

Was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day being disposed of, the Senate 
“ Resolve concerning the election of Councillors by the 
people,” (as amended,) was taken from the table, and 
pending the question on agreeing to the passage of said 
Resolve,

On motion of Mr. Haskell, of Ipswich, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Brown, of Salem, offered the following O rder:—

“ Ordered, that the Rules of the House be so far altered, 
that all private Bills and Resolves, where opposition is 
not made to their passage, take their first and second 
readings on the same day, and if they have been in the 
hands of no committee of the House, they be referred 
after the second reading, instead of after the first, as now 
provided.”

Laid over, under the rule.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Clerk be directed to cause to be printed, for the 
use of the legislature, one thousand additional copies of 
the majority and minority reports of the joint special 
committee on legislative action on moral subjects.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, presented the Petition of Wm. 
D. Winter, Guardian, for leave to sell real estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Spooner, of Warwick, it was Or-
dered, that the Committee on Education inquire into the 

40
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expediency of conferring upon school committees in 
towns where districts are maintained, the right, tem
porarily, to discontinue any school which has too few 
scholars to maintain a school profitably; provided, that 
the scholars of such district shall, by admission to the 
schools of contiguous districts, or otherwise be furnished 
with the means of obtaining a common school education.

Mr. Drew, of Fairhavcn, presented the Petition of 
Alfred Nye and others, of Fairhaven, for the preservation 
of the Hook Fisheries in Acushnet River.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. W arner, of Northampton, the Petition of the Town 
of Northampton, for an Act to organize the Fire Depart
ment of said town.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Williams, of Boston, the Petition of John B. 
Crocker, of Barnstable, praying for a loan to the Great 
Marsh Dyking, W ater Power and Fishing Company.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Stowell, of Shutesbury, presented the Remonstrance
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of E. P. Jewett and others, of Groveland, against the Pe
tition of Nathaniel Webster.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Kingsbury, of Grafton, presented the Remonstrance 

of

Benjamin Heywood and others,
Jonathan Warren and others, 

and Luke Leland and others,

Severally against the Petition of J. W. Leland and 
others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of 
Wm. II. Taylor and others, of New Bedford, in aid of 
that of Josiah S. Hammond and others.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, the Petition of the Middle- 
borough and Taunton Railroad Company, for extension 
of time to construct their road.

Mr. Wiggin of Boston, the Remonstrance of Daniel 
Norcross and others, of South Reading, against the Peti
tion of the Eastern Railroad Company to discontinue the 
South Reading Branch Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. "Wood, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 7th instant, relative 

to horses, vehicles, &c.,

Reported

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Clark, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Petition of the City Council of Lynn,

Reported

That the Petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of the 25 th inst., relative to repealing 
the 294th chapter of the lawrs of 1852,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending its refer
ence to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Sanford, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of the 21st inst., relative to the repeal 
of the 153d chapter of the Acts of 1853,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending its refer
ence to the Committee on Education.

Severally accepted, and the last named Order sent up 
for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, the vote 
whereby the House on Saturday adopted the Order pre
sented by him, was reconsidered, and the Order wras re
ferred to the Committee on the Pay Poll.

On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the “ Resolve 
providing for an amendment of the Constitution relating 
to the offices of Sheriff, Register of Probate, and Coro
ner,” was taken from the table and placed in the Orders 
of the Day.

The Engrossed Bills “ Relating to the State Reform 
School and the Board of Agriculture,”

“ Concerning the Commercial Mutual Marine Insur
ance Company,”

“ To incorporate the Boston Wesleyan Association,”

“ To increase the capital stock of the Malden Manu
facturing Company,” (which severally originated in the 
Senate,)

“ Concerning the election of City, Town, and County 
Officers,”

“ To incorporate the American Manufacturing Com
pany,”
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“ In addition to an Act entitled, an Act to incorporate 
the Proprietors of Sargent’s W harf, in Boston, passed 

April 9th, A. D. 1836, and the Act in addition thereto,”

(W hich severally originated in the House,)

Were passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on Prisons be instructed 
to inquire whether any legislation is necessary in relation 
to the condition of insane persons confined in the jails 
and houses of correction in this Commonwealth.

The Eeports “ Reference to the next General Court,” 
on the Petitions of

“ Allen Howard and others, and the Remonstrance of 
Nahum Snell and others,”

And

“ Richard Tenney and others ; ”

And

“ Leave to withdraw ” on the Petition of “ Thomas 
Doggett and others, and other Petitions in aid thereof, 
and Remonstrances against the same,”

Were severally accepted.
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The Petitions, with the Orders of Notice thereon, of

The Second Parish in Dorchester, 
and The West Parish in Haverhill,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on 
Parishes and Eeligious Societies.

The Petition of the Massachusetts Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company, for change of location ;

The Petition of Peter C. Jones and others, for incorpo
ration as the Firemen’s Life Insurance Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of Paul W illard and others, in aid of that 
of E. Downing and others ;

The Petitions of Thomas Savery and others,

And

A. C. Vaughan and others, of Wareham, in aid of that 
of N. Eussell and others ;

The Eemonstrance of the Boston and Salem Ice Com
pany, against the Petition of the Eastern Eailroad Com
pany;

The Eemonstrances of Elijah E. Hayward and others, 
of Hadley;
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Samuel Williston and others, of East Hampton,
And

Samuel Williston and others, stockholders in the 
Hampshire and Hampden Railroad,

Severally against the Petition of Philos B. Tyler and 
others,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Remonstrances of School District Number One, 
in Southbridge,

Daniel M. Chamberlin and others, in Southbridge,

Oliver Mason and others, of Southbridge,

And
Jeded'ah Marcy and others,

Severally against the Petition of Henry Hartshorn and 

others,
And

The Statement of the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
of the number of acres of land in the several towns of 
the Commonwealth,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Bill “ Concerning County Commissioners” was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Bills “ For the incorporation of the Clinton Gas Light 
Company,”

“ For the incorporation of the Boston Stone Dressing 
Company,”

“ To authorize the Lowell Institute for Savings to hold 
real estate,”

“ Relating to the Third Congregational Society in • 
Springfield,”

“ Authorizing John FI. Gregory and others, to build a 
wharf,”

Were severally ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the “ Resolve 

concerning the election of Councillors by the people,” 
and after debate,

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Brown, of Salem, 
was taken up and rejected.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of theD O  5 7

vote whereby the House yesterday accepted the Report 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, relative to horses and 
vehicles.

Motion placed in the Order's of the Day.

A message was received from the Governor by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, transmitting a commu
nication from the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu
tion, upon the subject of a system of meteorological ob
servations of the State of Massachusetts.

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Pay Roll consider the expedi
ency of paying the expenses of Mr. Pool, of Lowell, a 

member of this House, while sick.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Fitchburg, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to in
quire into the expediency of amending the laws respect
ing limited partners.

41
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Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, presented the Petition of 
the County Commissioners of Franklin County, for power 
to raise money and other purposes relative to a Jail and 

House of Correction.

Mr. Grant, of Roxbury, presented the Petitions of 
Linus B. Comins and others,

And

Samuel A. Shedd and others, of R oxbury;

Mr. Stone, of Winchester, that of Alfred Horton and 
others, of W inchester;

Mr. Richardson, of Dorchester, that of Edward Sharp 
and others, of Dorchester;

Mr. Wetherbee, of Acton, that of James E. Billings 
and others, of Acton ;

Mr. Brown, of Lexington, that of William Chandler 
and others, of Lexington,

Severally in aid of that of Joseph Bird and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Prisons, consider the expediency 
of increasing the salary of the Inspectors of the State 

Prison.
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Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, presented the Petition of 
Liberty Litchfield and others, of Sturbridge, in aid of 
that of Harvey Hartshorn and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, the Petition of Kilby 
Page and others, for a Bank in West. Roxbury.

Mr. Tilton, of Tisbury, the Petition of Thomas Brad
ley and others, in aid of that of Joseph Grinnell and 
others.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of 
Daniel Warren and others, of Boston, against the Peti
tion of Jemima C. Moriarty.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. A. R. Nye, of New Bedford, the Petition of E. 
Mott Robinson and others, in aid of that of Lemuel 
Kollock and others.

Mr. Fuller, of Clinton, the Petition of II, N. Bigelow
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and others, for an act of incorporation as a Carpet Com
pany, in Clinton.

Mr. Southworth, of W est Springfield, the Petition of 
Homer Foot and others, for an act of incorporation as 
the American Manufacturing Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Ellis, of Plympton, the Petitions of E>. 13. Gurney 
and others, of Ahington ;

W ard Thompson and others, of Halifax ;

C. C. Bumpus and others, of Plym pton;

Mr. A. R. Nye, of New Bedford, that of Thomas Cook 
and others, of New Bedford;

Severally in aid of that of Josiah S. Hammond and 
others.

Mr. Rich, of Boston, the Petition of W right & W hit
man, and other firms in Boston, in aid of that of Philos 
B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, the Petition of S. C. Shapleigh 
and others, for incorporation as a Railroad Company.
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Mr. Guild, of Somerville, the Petition of Thomas J. 
Elliot and others, of Charlestown, in aid of that of E. 
Downing and others.

Mr. W. Xye, of Xew Bedford, the Remonstrance of 
the Xew Bedford and Taunton Railioad Company, against 
the Petition of the Fairhaven Branch Railroad Company.-

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of Eliplialet 
Kimball and others, of Malden, in aid of that of the 
Eastern Railroad Company.

Mr. Hawkes, of Saugus, the Remonstrance of Josiah 

Newhall and others, of Lynjifield;

Mr. Holmes, cf Boston, that of B. F. Penny and oth
ers, of Boston,

Severally against the Petition of the Eastern Branch 
Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Shove, of Dighton, the Petition of Israel French 
and others, of Taunton;

Mr. Evans, of Freetown, that of Samuel F. Dean and 
others, of Freetown;
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Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, that of Samuel L. Thaxter 
and others, of Fall River;

Mr. Shove, of Dighton, that of George Crane and 
others, of Berkley,

Severally in aid of that of Charles H. Gooding and 
others.

Mr. Church, of Taunton, the Remonstrance of Oliver 
Ames, Jr. and others, of Taunton,

And

That of Lovett Morse and others, of Taunton,

Severally against the Petition of Charles II. Gooding 
and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of the 7th 
instant, relative to altering the 76th chapter of the Re

vised Statutes,

Mr. Renchley, from the same Committee to whom was 
referred the Order of the 20th instant, relative to the 
trustee process on sums less than ten dollars,

And

Mr. Conkey, from the same Committee, to whom was



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1854. 435

referred the Order of the 16th instant, relative to making- 
assignees of insolvent estates chargeable under the trustee 
process,

Severally reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate there on.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Longley, from the Committee on the Pay Roll, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 25 th instant, relative 
to Mr. Wood, of Newburyport, and Mr. Snow, of East- 
ham,

Reported

Resolves “ Concerning the payment of the expenses of 
Amos Wood during his sickness,”

And
“ Concerning the payment of the expenses of Jonathan 

Snow during his sickness.”

Mr. Conkey, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to* whom was referred the Petition of Daniel C. 
Baker,

Reported
A “ Resolve on the Petition of Daniel C. Baker, guar

dian.”

Mr. Brinley, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Petition of Obed F. Hitch and others,
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Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of Obed F. Hitch and 
Mary G. Hitch, his wife, and Joseph Buswell.”

Mr. Sanford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Senate Bill “ Concerning County 
Commissioners,”

Reported

That the same ought to pass.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Bills “ To incorporate the Easton Branch Railroad 
Company,” (which originated in the House,)

“ To incorporate the Dudley Street Baptist Society in 
Roxbury,”

“ To incorporate the North Brookfield Savings Bank,” 
(which originated in the Senate,)

W ere passed to be enacted, and were sent to the 

Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on Prisons consider the 
expediency cf providing by law, that persons sentenced
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to confinement in the House of Correction in one coun
ty, may serve their term of imprisonment in an adjoining 
county, upon transfer by County Commissioners.

Ordered, that the joint committee appointed to inquire 
how soon the standing committees may make final reports 
upon matters committed to them, be requested to report, 
if practicable, on next Friday morning.

The Petition, with the Orders of Notice thereon, of 
0. L. Huntley and others, and A. C. Mayhew and others, 
were recommitted to the joint special committee on that 

subject.

The Petition of Nathaniel Webster and others, with 
the Order of Notice thereon, was recommitted to the 
Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Petitions, with the Orders of Notice thereon, of

Humphrey H. Nye and others,
Levi Russell and others,
Isaac Keith and others,
Corrington Tilden and others,
Cyrenious Hirsch and others, 

and Noble Simmons and others,



438 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Fish
eries.

The Petition of Francis B. Fay and others, of Boston 
and vicinity, in aid of that of Frank B. Fay and others, 
of Chelsea.

Was referred to the joint special committee on that 
subject.

The Petition of Luther Plamant and others, to be in
corporated as an Agricultural Society,

W as referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

The Petition of Paul W hitin and others, for incor
poration as a Reservoir Company, was

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Memorial of the Hancock Free Bridge Corpora
tion, in relation to certain flats in Charles River,

The Petitions of Owen Robinson and others, and L. G. 
Richardson and others, in aid of that of Abner Gardner 
and others,

T he‘Remonstrance of Nathaniel Johnson and others, 
against the Petition of the Selectmen of W est Cam-
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w  ere severally referred to tlie Committee on Roads 

and Bridges.

The Petition of John S. Edgerly and others, of Somer
ville, in aid of that of R. Downing and others ;

The Petition of John S. Edgerly and others, in aid of 
that of the Stoneham Branch Railroad Company;

The Petition of C. B. Atkins and others, in aid of that 
of Isaac Siebbins and others ;

The Remonstrances of Samuel Dow and others, of 
Westfield,

And

Asahel Birge and others, of Southampton, against the 
Petition of Philos B. Tyler and others,

7 *
Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 

and Canals.

Reports, “ Asking to be discharged,” on the Petition 
of the Edgeworth Company, and recommending its refer
ence to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance,

And

“ Leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of Dutton & 
Wentworth,

W ere severally accepted.
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Severally in Concurrence.

The Bill “ To establish a Police Court in Blackstone,” 

was committed to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The “ Resolve relative to certain trustee processes, 
pending against the estate of the late Jotham B. Munroe, 
Superintendent of Alien Passengers,”

And Bills

“ To incorporate the Boston Chemical Company ; ”

“ To authorize the Bristol County Savings Bank to
•1 O

hold real estate ; ”

“ To authorize Israel Brayton to plant and dig oys
ters in Taunton Great River,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of 
the Orders of the Day, the first subject being the 
“ Resolve concerning the elect Ion of Councillors by the 
people,” the question being on agreeing to the passage 
of said Resolve.
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Mr. Wells, of Boston, moved to strike out tlie amend
ment which the House adopted on the 23d instant, and 
on that question Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, called for 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, after debate, 
Mr. Russell, of Boston, moved the previous question, 
which was sustained.

The question was then taken on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Wells, of Boston, and the roll having been called, 
it appeared that the amendment was rejected. Yeas, 114; 
Nays, 148. [See Appendix, No. 4.]

The main question was then stated on agreeing to the 
Resolve, and the roll having been called, it appeared that 
there were one hundred and seventy-seven yeas, and 
eighty-three nays, and consequently a majority of two- 
thirds of the members present and voting thereon, being in 
favor thereof, the said Resolve was agreed to, and sent 
up to the Senate, for their concurrence in the amendment 
adopted by the House.

The said Resolve and Article of Amendment, (as amend
ed by the House,) are as follows, namely:—•



412 / JOURNAL OF TIIE HOUSE,

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

In tho Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Four.

E E S O L y E

Concerning the Election of Councillors by tlie People.

Resolved, by botli Houses, (the same being agreed to 
by a majority of Senators, and two-thirds of the mem
bers of the House of Representatives present and voting 

thereon,)—

That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this 
Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of 
Amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed to, be en
tered on the Journals of the two Houses, with the yeas 
and nays taken thereon, and referred to the General 
Court next to be chosen, in the manner provided by the 

Constitution, that it may be submitted to the people for 
their ratification, in order that it may become part of the 
Constitution of this Commonwealth.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

Eight Councillors shall be annually chosen by the in
habitants of this Commonwealth, qualified to vote for 

Governor ; and the election of Councillors shall be deter

mined by the same rule that is required in the election 

of Governor.

The Legislature, at its first session after this
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amendment shall have been adopted, and at its 

first session after the next State census shall have been 
taken, and at its first session after each decennial State 
census thereaftenvards, shall divide the Commonwealth 
into eight Districts of contiguous territory, each contain
ing a number of inhabitants, as nearly equal as practi
cable, without dividing any town or ward of a city, and 
each entitled to elect one Councillor : provided, however, 
that if at any time the Constitution shall provide -for the 
division of the Commonwealth into forty Senatorial Dis
tricts, then the Legislature shall so arrange the Council
lor Districts that each district shall consist of five contig
uous Senatorial Districts, as they shall be from time to 
time established by the Legislature.

No person shall be eligible to the office of Councillor 
who has not been an inhabitant of the Commonwealth 
for the term of five years immediately preceding his elec

tion.

The day and manner of the election, the return of the 
votes, and the declaration of the said election, shall be 
the same as are required in the election of Governor.

Whenever there shall be a failure to elect the full num
ber of Councillors, the vacancies shall be filled in the same 
manner as is required for filling vacancies in the Senate, 
and vacancies occasioned by death, removal from the State,



4JJ JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

or otherwise, shall be filled iu like manner, as soon as 

may be after such vacancies shall have happened.

And that there may be no delay in the organization of 

the government on the first Wednesday of January, the 

Governor, with at least five Councillors, for the time 

being, shall, as soon as may be, examine the returned 

copies of the records for the election of Governor, 

Lieutenant-Governor and Councillors ; and ten days be

fore the said first Wednesday in January, he shall issue 

his summons to such persons as appear to be chosen, to 

attend on that day to be qualified accordingly ; and the 

Secretary shall lay the returns before the Senate and 

House of Representatives, on the said first Wednesday in 

January, to be by them examined; and in case of the 

election of either of said officers, the choice shall be by 

them declared and published ; but in case there shall be 

no election of either of said officers, the Legislature shall 

proceed to fill such vacancies in the manner provided in 

the Constitution for the choice of such officers.
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The Yeas and Nays on the question of agreeing to 

said Resolve, are as follows :—

Yeas.

Messrs. Abbott Campbell,

Albee Canon

Allis Carlton

Amsden Carter

Anthony Chamberlin

Ayer Chase

Bacon Clapp, Z.

Baker, C. Clark

Baker, G. M. Coburn, G. W.

Bangs Coburn, T. Y.
Barton Colby
Rarnes Cole

Barker Collins

Bates Cook, E. D.
Bemis Cook, W.

Benchley Crafts

Benton Cudwortb

Bliss, S. Currier, A. N.

Bowers Currier, W. E.

Bradbury Cutler

Brinley Davis, It.

Brown, H. F. Demond

Brown, II. C. Denison

Bryant Drew

BufFum Dwight, H. W.

Burrage Ellis
Burnett E ncrson
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Messrs. Evans 
Fales 
Fitch 
Floyd 
Fjy, B.
Fry, J. E. 
Fuller, A. L. 
Gardner, N. 
Gardner, T. J. 
Gaston 
Gaskell 
Gill
Grant, C. E. 
Griswold 
Guild, C. 
Guild, J.
Hall, H. 
Hammond, E. 
Hammond, L. 
Haskell, G. 

Haskell, I. 
Haven 

Hawkes, B. 

Hawkes, S. 
Haynes 

Ilenshaw 

Hood 

Holt 
Hollister 

Howell
Hubbard, J. P* 
Hubbard j R.

Messrs. Ingraham 
Ingram 
Ives
Jacobs, E. 
Jossely n 
Judd
Kendall, G.
Kendall, O. S.
Kenrick
King, B.
Kingsbury
Knight
Krogman
Ladd
Lamson

Lane
Lawton
Leach
Lefavor
Lewis, T., 2d

Lincoln
Lloyd

Longley

Lyman, J.
Lyman, L. P.

Marchant
Mayhew
Millard

Mixter
Moore, H.
Murdock
Nye, W.
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Messrs. Paine 
Parker 
Peck,H.
Peck, W. D.
Pierce, A. T.
Pierce, I.
Plimpton
Pond
Potter
Purple
Putnam, B. C. 
Putnam, P.
Reed, C.

Rich
Rice
Richmond 
Roberts 
Russell, T. H.
Sanford

Sears
Shattuck
Shaw

Shove
Slocum
Smith, John, of Truro 
Smith, S.
Snow 

Spooner 
Stevens, P,

Messrs. Stone 
Sto well 

Strickland 
Stratton 
Swain 
Tallmadge 
Thayer 
Tillson 
Tuttle, S. J. 
U lm an  

Underwood 
Wales 
Walden 
Ware
Warner, O. 
Warner, P. 
Warner, W. 
Warren 
Wells, Noah 

Webster 
Wetherbee, D. 

Whitney, J. S. 
Williams, A. G. 
Wilson 
Winn 
Wood, N. 
Wood, J. T. 
Wright, A. B. 
Wright, D,
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N ays.

Messrs. Adams, Paul 
Allen, Zenas 
Harden 
Beal 
Bell 
Bigelow 

Blaney 
Bliss, A. 
Bosworih 
Brown, C. 

Brown, Win. 

Burbank 
Burr 
Carr 
Church 

Colburn 
Cooley 
Conkey 
Dalton 
Daniels 
Davis, J. G. 
Dean 
Denham 
Denton 
Eames 

Faulkner 
French 

Frost 
Goodwin 

Hall, F.

Messrs. Hall, J. P. 
Hamblin 
Holmes 
Howard 
Howes 
Humphrey 
Jenks 
Jewett 
Jones 
Keith 
Kingman 
Kimball 
King, J. P. 
Kinsman 
Miller 

Moore, D.
♦ Nutter 

Nye, A. R. 
Pierce, L. 
Pierce, S. H. 

Plummer 
Reed, S. 

Richards 
Richardson 
Roby

Russell, S. L.
Sanger
Sewell
Seeley

Sheppard
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Messrs. Smith, John, of Lowell 
Smith, John D. 
Spalding 
Spencer 

Sproat 
Stevens, S.

Swift 
Taylor 
Thompson 

Thurston 
Tilton, D. Jr.
Tilton, W.
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Messrs. Townsend
Tuttle, J. M.
Vincent
Washburn, W. R. P. 

Wells, C. A. 

Wetherbee, M'. H. 
Wiggin
Williams, J. O.
Wood, A.

Wood, D.
Wright, A. J.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, 

The House

Adjourned.
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