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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
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A t a General Court of the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts, began and holden at Boston, on the first 
Wednesday of January, being the fourth day thereof, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four, and in the seventy-eighth year of the Indepen
dence of the United States of America, the members elect 
of the House of Representatives having convened in the 
Representatives’ Chamber in the State House, were called 
to order at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, by the

Hon. Ebenezer Bradbury,

of Newton, /

the oldest member present.
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Ordered, that

Messrs. Russell, of Boston,
Shattuck, of Groton, 

and Gill, of Worcester,
be a committee to inform the Secretary of the Common
wealth that the House has been called to order.

And the committee reported, through their chairman, 
that they had attended to the duty assigned them.

And thereupon the Secretary transmitted to the House 
a list of all tire persons returned as Representatives, 
together with the original certificates of their election, 
which had been returned to his office.

Ordered, that
Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield,

Wells, of Boston,
Underwood, of Dennis,
Gardner, of Hanover, 

and Wood, of Fitchburg,

be a committee to collect the certificates of members of 
their election respectively, and to ascertain whether a 
quorum of the House have convened.

And said committee having subsequently, through 
their chairman,

Reported

that a quorum was present, it vws
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Ordered, that
Messrs. Brinley, of Boston,

Wales, of Randolph,
South worth, of W est Springfield, 
Barden, of Newton, 

and Haskell, of Ipswich,
be a committee to Avait on the Governor and inform him 
that a quorum of the members elect to the House have 
assembled, and are ready to take and subscribe the oaths 
and affirmations required by the Constitution.

The committee having attended to the duty assigned 
them, reported, that the Governor had been pleased to 
say that he, with the Council, would wait upon the 
House, and administer the several oaths and affirmations 
to the members elect.

And soon afterwards the Governor came in, together 
with the Council, and the Secretary of the Common- 

Avealth, and the members present took and subscribed the 
oaths and affirmations requisite to qualify them.

And then the Governor, with the Council and Secre
tary, withdrew.

Ordered, that
Messrs. Green, of Cambridge,

Wiggin, of Boston,
Poole, of LoAvell,
Whitney, of Conway, 

and Clark, of Northboro’,
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be a committee to collect, sort and count the votes for a 
Speaker of this House, which committee reported through

their chairman, that
O tis P. L ord, Esq.,

of Salem,
was elected, and that gentleman was conducted to the 

chair by
Messrs. Sanger, of Hover, 

and Pierce, of Dorchester.

Ordered, that
Messrs. Parker, of Greenfield,

Knight, of Marblehead, 
Shackford, of Chicopee, 
Allen, of Boston, 

and Cook, of Scituate,
be a committee to collect, sort and count the votes for a 
Clerk of the H ouse; and the votes having been taken, it 
appeared that

W illiam  Stow e ,

of Springfield,
was elected, and

Messrs. Southworth, of W . Springfield, 
Wetherbee, of Acton, 

and Paine, of Brewster,
were appointed a committee to notify Mr. Stowe of his 
election, and to conduct him to the Governor for the 
purpose of taking and subscribing the requisite oaths of 
office; and the committee having attended to the duty,
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reported, through their chairman, that Mr. Stowe had 
accepted said office, and that he had been duly qualified 
for the discharge of the duties thereof.

W ILLIA M  SCHOULER,
Clerk o f the II. o f II.

On motion,
Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield,

Farrar, of Boston,

Copeland, of W est Bridgewater, 
Wales, of Randolph,
W illard Nye, of New Bedford, 

and Clark, of Northboro’,
were appointed a committee to inform the Governor and 
Council of the organization of the House, by the choice 
of Speaker and Clerk.

On motion,

Messrs. Thompson, of Boston,
Conkey, of Amherst,
Hawkes, of Saugus,
Swain, of Nantucket, 

and Shattuck, of Groton,
were appointed a committee to inform the Senate of the 
organization of the House, by the choice of a Speaker 

and Clerk.

A message was received from the Senate, by the Hon.
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Mr. Parker, informing the House of the organization of 
that branch, by the election of Hon. Charles Edward 
Cook, as President, and Charles Calhoun, Esq., as Clerk.

On motion of Mr. Lawton, of Fall Fiver, it was Or
dered, that the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to furnish 
the several members of the House, during its session, 
such newspapers, published in the Commonwealth, as 
they may select, not exceeding three per diem.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, to-morrow at 
eleven and a half o’clock was specially assigned for the 
election of a Sergeant-at-Arms, on the part of the House.

On motion of Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, to-morrow 
at twelve o’clock was assigned for the élection of a Chap
lain.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that the Pules and Orders of the last session be 
adopted for the government of this House, until other
wise ordered.

Mr. Webber, of Holland, had leave of absence for five 
days.
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On motion,
Messrs. Bradbury, of Newton,

Kinsman, of Newburyport, 
Wood, o f . Fitchburg,
Bussell, of Boston, 

and Benchley, of Worcester, 
were appointed a committee to prepare Buies and Orders 
for the government of this Fiouse.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, offered the following Or

der :—
That a committee of one from each County, with such 

as the Senate may join, be appointed for the purpose of 
carefully examining the Constitution of this Common
wealth, and that said committee consider and report to 
the Legislature, as soon as may be, such amendments or 
alterations thereof as in their judgment may be necessary 
or expedient, and in accordance with the general senti
ment of the people of Massachusetts, so that such pro

posed alterations and amendments, if any, may be acted 
upon in manner prescribed in said instrument.

Laid over under the rule.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was Or
dered, that when this House adjourn, it adjoimi to meet
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at eleven o'clock to-morrow, and that that be the hour of 

meeting until otherwise ordered.

Ordered, in concurrence, that Messrs. Mitchell, Man
sur, Hubbard, Field, and Lowe, of the Senate, and 

Messrs. Wiggin, of Boston,
Lynde, of Stoneham,
Taylor, of Great Barrington, 
Dean, of Taunton,
Gill, of Worcester,
Dalton, of Salem, 

and Whitney, of Conway,
on the part of the House, be a committee to examine the 
returns of votes for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Joint Rules and Or
ders of last year be observed by the two branches until 

others are adopted.

Ordered, in concurrence, that Messrs. Crocker and 
Bugbee, of the Senate, and

Messrs. Wells, of Boston,
Sanger, of Dover,
Thayer, of Worcester, 
Richmond, of Adams, 

and Adams, of Freetown,
be a committee to wait on the Governor and Council, and
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inform them that the, two branches of the Legislature are 
now ready to attend public worship.

The following communication was read by the Chair :—

In Senate Chamber, 
Dec. 24, 1853.

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives :

Sir :—In accordance with the Resolution of the Con
vention assembled at Boston, in May, 1853, for the 
amendment and revision of the Constitution of the Com
monwealth, I  have the honor to enclose to you for the 
use of the Legislature, a statement prepared and signed 
by a Committee of the Convention, of the votes given 
upon the several Constitutional Propositions submitted to 
the people, November 14th, 1853.

W ith much respect,
I  remain your obedient servant,

N. P . B anks , Jr., 
Chairman of the Committee.

which communication, with the accompanying documents, 
were, on motion, laid upon the table.

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Ralph Sanger, a member of 
the House from Dover.

Mr. Richmond, of Adams, presented the Petition of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company, for legislative 
assistance.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, presented the Petition of Edward 
Edmunds and others of Boston, to be incorporated as the 
Fourpenny Savings Bank of Boston.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Isaac F. Shepard and others, to be incorporated as the 
People’s Loan and Savings Bank, in the city of Boston.

Severally laid on the table.

The Order of yesterday relative to the amendments of 
the Constitution, was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. 
Thompson, of Boston, again laid upon the table.



THURSDAY, JANUARY, 5, 1854. 11

On motion of-Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the special assignment, 
the same being the choice of a Sergeant-at-Arms.

Messrs. Colburn, of Dedham,
Strickland, of Otis,
Dexter, of Boston,
Grant, of Medway, 

and Tillson, of Provincetown,

were appointed a committee to collect, sort and count the 
votes for a Sergeant-at-Anns, who reported that

B en ja m in  Stevens, Esq.,

was chosen; and Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, was charged 
with a message to the Senate, to inform that branch of 
the action of the House.

On motion of Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, the House 

proceeded to the consideration of the special assignment 
for the choice of a Chaplain.

Messrs. Thurston, of Lancaster,
Dwight, of Stockbridge,
Holt, of Lowell,
Denham, of New Bedford, 

and Baker, of Marshfield,
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were appointed a committee to collect, sort and count the 
votes, who reported that the House had made choice of 

Ilcv. A rthur  13. F uller ,

ot Boston; and the Clerk was instructed to notify him of 
his election.

On motion of Mr. Rich, of Boston, the Hall of the 
House was granted to the W hig members for a meeting 
to-morrow afternoon.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that Messrs. Parker and Davis, with such as 
the House may join, be a committee to prepare Joint 
Rules and Orders for the government of the two branches 
for the present political year.

Concurred, and

Messrs. Bradbury, of Newton,

Kinsman, of Newburvport,
Wood, of Fitchburg,
Russell, of Boston, 

and Benehley, of Worcester, 
were joined on the part of the House.

On motion of Mr. Beals, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Hiram C. Brown appeared, to take his seat as a 
representative from the town of Tolland, and, on motion, 

Messrs. Whitney, of Conway, 
and Kingman, of Boston,

were appointed a committee to conduct Mr. Brown to the 
Governor and Council, to be qualified according to law ; 
which committee subsequently reported that they had 
discharged the duty assigned them, and that Mr. Brown 
had been duly qualified.

The Speaker presented a communication from Rev. 
Arthur B. Fuller, accepting the election as Chaplain of 
the House.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, presented the Petition of Alonzo 
II. Evans and others, in aid of that of Edward Edmunds 
and others.

Mr. Hall, of Medford, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of the town of Medford, for authority to build 
a bridge across the Mystic River, in Medford.

Severally laid on the table.
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In the absence of Mr. Colburn, of Declbam, Mr. Strick
land, of Otis, was charged with a message to the Senate, 
to inform that branch of the election of a Sergeant-at- 
Arnrs, on the part of the House.

Mr. Thftrston, of Lancaster, was charged with a mes
sage to the Senate, informing that branch that the House 
had elected a Chaplain.

Papers from the Senate.

A communication was received from Hon. Jacob II. 
Loud, Treasurer of the Commonwealth, transmitting a 
statement of the expenses of his office for the year 1853.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Speaker read the following communication :— 

Hon. Otis P. Lord,
Speaker of the House of Representatives:

Dear Sir :—W ill you allow me, through you to com
municate to the House of Representatives, the resignation 
of my seat as a member of this House from the town of 
Norton, from and after this time.

C aleb S. W eth er ell .

Boston, Jan. 6, 1854.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, it Avas Ordered, 
that the resignation be accepted, and that a precept be 
issued to the town of Norton, for the election of a repre
sentative from the toAvn to fill the vacancy caused by the 

resignation of Mr. Wetherell,

And

A precept was accordingly issued to the selectmen of 
that town.
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Mr. Bradbury, from the Committee on Buies and 
Orders, reported that they recommend the adoption of the 
Buies and Orders of the House of Bepresentatives of the 

last year, with the following

Amendments,

N a m e l y I n  the 12th Buie, strike out after the word 
“ taken” in the 6th line, to the word “ committee, ’ inclu
sive, in the 7th line; and insert between the words 
“ amendment” and the word “ and” in the 8th line, the 

words “ in their regular order.”

From the 20th Buie, strike out the word “ up.”

From the 22d Buie, strike out the word “ vote” in the 
eighth line, and substitute therefor the word 11 decision.” 
Insert after the word “ reconsidered” in the same line, 

“ and no question shall be twice reconsidered.”

From the 23d Buie, strike out all after the word 
“ reconsideration” in the 3d line, to the word “ shall” in 
the 5th line  ̂ and from the 6th line from the word 
“ until” to the end of that line, and insert instead, the 
words “ the right of reconsideration has expired.” Also, 
substitute the word “ has” for the word “ having” in theO
2d line.
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From the 46th Rule, strike out all the words in the 

2d line after the word “ adjourned,” and insert the words 
“ the oldest monitor present.” Strike out of the 3d line 
the words “ the Clerk,” and add at the end of the Rule 
the words “ until the Speaker shall assume his seat, or a 
Speaker pro tem. shall be chosen.”

From the 49th Rule, strike out the second paragraph.

The question being upon the acceptance of the Report, 
Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, moved to amend the 7th Rule, 
by inserting after the word “ taken” the words “ the Roll 
of the House shall be called in alphabetical order,” and 

the amendment was adopted.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, moved to further amend the 
7th Rule, by inserting after the word “ vote” the words 
“ who shall not be upon the floor of the House at the 
time his name is called, or before the Roll-call shall be 
finished,” and the amendment was adopted.

The question was then stated upon the adoption of the
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Rules and Orders as reported by the Committee and 
amended by the House, and the same were adopted.

A message was received from the Senate, by the Clerk 
of that branch, informing the House that certain vacan
cies existed in the Senate, and that the constitutional 
candidates to fill such vacancies were as follows:—

District
Thomas W right,
Isaac H. Boardman, 
Henry C. Gray, 
Thomas P. Pingree, 
James Haskell,

of Essex.
Albert Currier,
John D. Cross, 
Caleb D. Hunking, 
Richard P. Waters, 
Marcus Morton, Jr.

District of Middlesex.
W inthrop E. Faulkner, William Claflin,
G. Washington W arren, Chas. C. Hazewell, 
George O. Brastow, John A. Bolles,
Peter Lawson, Thaeher B. Raymond,
Frederic O. Prince, Daniel W. Gooch,
Elihu Cutler, Jr., Josiali G. Peabody.

District of Hampden.

Alonzo V. Blanchard, Edward Southworth.

District of Bristol.
Isaac D. Hall, Richard Borden.
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District of Norfolk.
Calvin Fisher, Jr., James Bartlett,
John W. Loud, Joseph W. Robertson,
William Aspinwall, Francis W. Bird.

District of Plymouth.
John A. Andrew, Aaron Hobart, Jr.,
Horace Collamore, Matthias Ellis.

Also, proposing a Convention of the two branches, on 
Monday, at eleven and a half o’clock, for the purpose of 
filling said vacancies.

The House voted to concur with the Senate, and the 
Clerk was charged with a message to that branch, to 
inform the Senate of the concurrence of the House.

Papers from the Senate.

A communication was received from the Auditor, 
transmitting an account of the expenses of his office for 

the year 1853.

Read and laid upon the table.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Clerk of the Senate 
give notice to Benjamin Stevens, that he has been chosen 
Sergeant-at-Arms for the present political year.
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On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
William Dunbar and others in favor of a ten-hour law.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, offered the following Or

der :—
That the Clerk of the House prepare and cause to be 

printed daily, the Journal of the preceding day, in the 
form of the printed documents, for the use of the mem
bers of the House.

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Fitch, of Hopkinton, offered the following Order, 
which was adopted :—

That be a committee to present the
thanks of the House to Rev. Miner Raymond, for his 
Sermon delivered before the Government of the Com
monwealth, on Wednesday, the fourth instant, and re
quest a copy thereof for the press.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in at eleven 
and a half o’clock, and the two branches being assem
bled together, proceeded to fill the vacancies in the
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Senate, and the votes having been taken, it appeared that 
the following named gentlemen were elected, viz.:—

For the District of Essex.

Messrs. Thomas W right,
Isaac H. Boardman,
Henry G. Gray,
Thomas P. Pingree,
James Haskell.

For the District of Middlesex.

Messrs. W inthrop E. Faulkner,
George Washington W arren, 
George O. Brastow,
Peter Lawson,
Frederic O. Prince,
Elihu Cutler, Jr.

For the District of Hampden.

Edward Southworth.

For the District of Norfolk.

Messrs. Calvin Fisher, Jr.,
John W . Loud,

William Aspinwall.

For the District of Bristol.

Bichard Borden.
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For the District of Plymouth.

Messrs. Aaron Hobart, Jr.,
Matthias Ellis.

The business for which the two branches had convened 
having been finished, the Convention dissolved, and the 

Senate withdrew.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen to 

serve as Monitors :—
First Division—Mr. Peck, of Sterling,

and Mr. Spooner, of Warwick.

Second Division—Mr. Moore, of Salem, 
and Mr. Carter, of Leyden.

Third Division—Air. Shackford, of Chicopee, 
and Mr. Benchley, of Worcester.

Fourth Division—Air. Swain, of Nantucket, 
and Mr. Lawton, of Fall River.

Fifth Division— Air. Longley, of Belchertown, 
and Air. Strickland, of Otis.

Sixth Division—Air. Sanger, of Dover,
and Air. Clark, of Northboro’.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Secretary of the
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Commonwealth give notice to the gentlemen before 
named, this day elected as Senators, that they have been 
elected in the manner prescribed by the Constitution.

The Annual Report of the Commissioners of the Sink
ing Fund of the Western Railroad Corporation.

Read and laid upon the table.

The Report of the Joint Committee on returns of votes 
for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor.

Accepted in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the House 
assigned eleven ‘and a half o’clock, to-morrow, for the 
choice of two candidates for Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor, to be sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Albee, of Erving, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Nehemiah Brown, Jr., representative elect from 
Salem, appeared, to take his seat, and on motion,

Messrs. Ives, of Salem, 
and Gill, of Worcester,

were appointed a committee to conduct Mr. Brown to the 
Governor and Council, to be qualified according to law ; 
which committee subsequently reported that they had 
discharged that duty, and that Mr. Brown had been duly 

qualified.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the special assignment, 
the same being the election of two candidates for Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor, to be sent to the Senate.

Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield,
Fuller, of Westfield,
Slocum, of Fall Itiver,
Rich, of Boston, 

and Moody, of Chicopee,

were appointed a committee to receive, sort and count the 
votes for a first candidate for Governor.
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Messrs. Whitney, of Conway,
Currier, of Newbury port, 

Bangs, of Lenox,
Thomas, of New Bedford, 

and Gill, of Worcester,

were appointed a committee to receive, sort, and count 
the votes for a second candidate for Governor.

The committees having attended to the duties severally 

assigned them, reported that

E mory W a sh bu rn , of Worcester,

had been selected as the first candidate, and

B radford  L. W ales , of Randolph,

had been selected as the second candidate for the office of 
Governor, and on motion,

Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield,
W hitney, of Conway,
Holmes, of Boston,
Clark, of Northborough, 

and Mixter, of Hardwick,

were appointed a committee to communicate the election 
of these candidates to the Senate.
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Messrs. Thompson, of Boston,
Haskell, of Ipswich,
Barden, of Newton,
Sampson, of Middleboro’, 

and Wood, of Nantucket,

were appointed a committee to receive, sort and count 
the votes for a first candidate for Lieutenant-Governor.

Messrs. Clark, of Northborough,
Kingsley, of Northampton,
Potter, of Wilbraham,
Pierce, of Wellfleet, 

and Spalding, of Lowell,

were appointed a committee to receive, sort and count 
the votes for a second candidate for Lieutenant-Governor.

The committees having attended to the duties severally 
assigned to them, reported that

W illiam  C. P lunk ett , of Adams,

had been selected as the first candidate, and

G eorge O sborne, of Danvers,

had been selected as the second candidate for the office 
of Lieutenant-Governor, and on motion,
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Messrs. Colburn, of Dedham,

Smith, of Truro,
Poole, of Lowell,
Fry, of Bolton, 

and Ives, of Salem,

were appointed a committee to communicate the election 

of these candidates to the Senate.

Upon the Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Fitch, of 
Hopkinton, the chair appointed as committee,

Messrs. Fitch, of Hopkinton,
Russell, of Boston, 

and Whitney, of Conway.

Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, was appointed Monitor of the 
Fifth Division, in place of Mr. Longley, of Belchertown, 
who was excused from serving.

Papers from the Senate.

A communication from Benjamin Stevens, signifying 
his acceptance of his election as Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Report of the Committee on Joint Rules and Or
ders, recommending the adoption of the Joint Rules and
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Orders of last year, without alteration, was read and 
accepted in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Longley, of Belchertown,

The House

Adjourned.
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Wednesday, January 11, 1854.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of W il
liam Andrews, of Boston, for compensation for services 
as coroner.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, presented the Petition of 
Lovett Morse and others, a committee of stockholders of 
the Taunton Bank, for an increase of the capital stock of 
said Bank.

Mr. Kinsman, of Newburyport, presented the Petition 
of Henry Johnson and others, of Newburyport, that the 
term of the Supreme Judicial Court now holden at Ips
wich, in the county of Essex, may be transferred to New
buryport.

Also,

The Petition of William Bayley and others, of Ames- 
bury and Salisbury, for the same object.

Mr. Southworth, of W est Springfield, presented the 
Petition of William Bodurtha and others, Trustees of 
the Union Street Methodist Episcopal Church in Spring- 
field, for leave to sell church lands.

Also,

The Petition of M. Dwight and others, of Springfield, 
e.
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Severally laid upon the table.

Mr. Noah Wells, a representative elect from Rowe, ap
peared, to take his seat, and on motion,

Messrs. Parker, of Greenfield, 
and Wood, of Newburyport,

were appointed a committee to conduct Mr. Wells to the 
Governor and Council, to be qualified according to la w ; 
which committee subsequently reported that they had 
discharged that duty, and that Mr. Wells had been duly 
qualified.

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that Edward Southworth, a senator elect from the 
District of Hampden, had declined to accept the office, 
and that the constitutional candidates to fill the vacancy 
were

Messrs. Alonzo V. Blanchard, 

and Joseph L. Reynolds,

Also,

That a vacancy existed in the District of Berkshire, and 
that the constitutional candidates to fill said vacancy, 
were

Messrs. Henry L. Sabin,
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and Ensign EL Kellogg,

and  p roposing  a convention  o f th e  tw o H o u ses a t  tw elve 

o’clock th is day, to  fill said  vacancies.

On motion of Mr. Sanger, of Dover, the rules were 
suspended, and the House concurred with the Senate in 
specially assigning twelve o’clock this day for a conven
tion to fill the vacancies in the Senate ; and the Clerk 
was charged with a message to the Senate, informing 
that branch of the action of the House.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in at twelve 

o’clock, and the two branches being assembled in conven
tion, proceeded to fill the vacancies in the Senate, and the 
vote having been taken, it appeared that the following 
named gentlemen were elected, viz. :—

For the District of IEampden,

Joseph L. Reynolds.

For the District of Berkshire,

Ensign II. Kellogg.

The business for which the twro branches had convened 
having been accomplished, the convention dissolved,
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and the Senate withdrew.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
convention of the two branches at eleven and a half 
o’clock to-morrow, for the election of a Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, a Treasurer and Receiver-General, and a 
Board of Executive Councillors, for the current political 

year.

On motion of Mr. Sanger, of Dover, the House voted 
to concur with the Senate, and the Clerk was charged 
with a message to that branch, to inform the Senate of 
the concurrence of the House.

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had made choice of

E mory W ash bu rn ,

for Governor, for the present political year.

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had made choice of

W illiam  C. P lu nk ett ,

fo r L ieu ten an t-G o v ern o r, fo r th e  p re sen t p o litica l year.
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Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth give notice to Joseph L. Reynolds and 
Ensign H. Kellogg, that they have been elected Sena
tors in the manner prescribed by the Constitution.

Ordered, in concurrence, that Messrs. Mitchell, Davis 
and Aspinwall, of the Senate, and

Messrs. Wells, of Rowe,
Wood, of Fitchburg,
Copeland, of W est Bridgewater, 
Rich, of Boston, 

and Russell, of Pittsfield,
be a committee to wait upon Hon. Emory W ashburn and 
Hon. William C. Plunkett, and inform them that they 

have been elected respectively to the offices of Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor of the Commonwealth, for the 
present political year.

On motion of Mr. Gill, of Worcester, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, presented the Petition of 
Chester Judson and others, for a Bank in Newton.

Laid upon the table.

The hour specially assigned for a convention of the 
two branches, for the choice of a Secretary of the Com
monwealth, Treasurer and Receiver-General, and a Board 
of Executive Councillors, having arrived, the Senate came 
in, and the two branches went into convention.

The convention proceeded to make choice of a Board 
of Executive Councillors, and the votes having been 
taken, it appeared that the following named gentlemen 

were elected:—

Messrs. Peleg W . Chandler, of Boston,
William Sutton, of Salem,
Homer Bartlett, of Lowell,
Ebenezer Torrey, of Fitchburg,
Osmyn Baker, of Northampton,
Henry Chickering, of Adams,
Stephen M. "Weld, of W est Roxbury, 
Thomas Savery, of Wareham, 

and J. II. AY. Page, of New Bedford.
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The convention then proceeded to make choice of a 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, and the votes having 

been counted, it appeared that

E ph r a im  M. W rig h t

was elected.

The convention then proceeded to make choice of a 
Treasurer and Receiver-General, and the votes having 

been given, it appeared that

J acob H  L oud

was elected.

The business for which the convention had assembled 
having been accomplished, the convention dissolved, and 
the Senate withdrew.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Secretary give notice 
to the Councillors, and Treasurer and Receiver-General, 
that they have been elected ; and that the Clerk of the 
Senate give notice to Ephraim M. AY right that he has 
been chosen Secretary of the Commonwealth for the cur
rent political year.
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The committee appointed to wait upon the Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor elect, and to inform them of 
their election, reported that they had discharged the duty 
assigned them, and that the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor elect had respectively signified their acceptance 
of said offices, and their readiness to take and subscribe 
the oaths of office at twelve and a half o’clock this day, or 
at such hour as the two branches might assign.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
convention of the two branches at one o’clock this day, 
for the purpose of administering the necessary oaths to 
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor elect, and to re
ceive any communication which Ilis Excellency may be 
pleased to make.

On motion, the House concurred in the proposition for 
a convention, and Mr. Sanger, of Dover, was charged 
with a message to the Senate, informing that branch of 

the concurrence of the House.

At one o’clock, pursuant to assignment, the Senate 
came in, and the two branches being in convention, the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor elect came in, and
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having taken and subscribed the oaths of office in manner 
prescribed by the Constitution, proclamation was made by 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, that Emory W ash
burn had been duly qualified as Governor, and William 
C. Plunkett as Lieutenant-Governor of the Common
wealth, for the present political year.

Ills Excellency the Governor then delivered an Ad
dress concerning the general affairs of the Common
wealth,

After which,

His Excellency retired, and the two branches sepa
rated.

On motion of Mr. Beal, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Thayer, of Worcester, offered the following 
Order :—

That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and hereby is directed 
to furnish the Debates of the late Constitutional Conven
tion, to such members of the Legislature as have not been 
supplied with the same, at the expense of the State.

Laid over under the rule. t

On motion of Mr. Kinsman, of Newburyport, it was 
Ordered that the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish the Legisla
tive Documents to each member of the House, filed for 
their use daily.

A communication was received from the Senate, from 
Ephraim M. W right, signifying his acceptance of the 
office of Secretary of the Commonwealth, for the present 
political year,

Also,

From Messrs. Peleg W. Chandler,
William Sutton,
IJomer Bartlett,
J. IL. W. Page,
Stephen M. Weld,

1
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Thomas Savery,
Osmyn Baker,
Henry Chickering, 

and Ebenezer Torrey,
severally signifying their acceptance of the oTice of 
Councillors.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
Convention of the two branches at twelve o clock this 
day, for the purpose of qualifying the Councillors elect.

The House concurred, and Mr. Smith, of Boston, was 
charged with a message to the Senate, informing that 
branch of the concurrence of the House.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
Convention of the two branches at twelve o’clock on 
Thursday next, for the purpose of filling the vacancies in 
the Board of Overseers of Harvard University.

The House concurred, and Mr. Wales, of Randolph, 
was charged with a message to the Senate, informing 
that branch of the concurrence of the House.

Ordered, in concurrence, that
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Messrs. Aspinwall and Kellogg, of the Senate, with 
such as the House may join, be appointed a committee to 
consider what reference should be made of the several 
portions of the Governor’s Address.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in at twelve 
o’clock, and the two branches being assembled together 
in Convention, the oaths of office were respectively ad
ministered to, and taken and subscribed by,

Messrs. Peleg W . Chandler,
William Sutton,
Homer Bartlett,
J. H. W. Page,
Stephen M. Weld,
Thomas Savery,
Osmyn Baker,
Henry Chickering, 

and Ebenezer Torrey,
the Councillors elect for the current political year.

The business for which the two branches had convened 
having been accomplished, the Convention dissolved, and 
the Senate withdrew.
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Ordered, in concurrence, that the Secretary give notice 
to the Governor that Messrs. Peleg W . Chandler, W illiam 
Sutton, Homer Bartlett, .T. H. W. Page, Stephen M. 
Weld, Thomas Savery, Osmyn Baker, Henry Chickering, 
and Ebenezer Torrey, have been chosen, and are qualified 
in the manner prescribed by the Constitution, Council
lors to advise him in the executive part of the govern
ment for the present political year.

The Joint Standing Committees of the two branches 
were appointed, in concurrence, as follows:—

On Accounts.

Messrs. Fisher and Field, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Fadd, of Chicopee,

Gill, of Worcester,
Sheppard, of Boston,
Pierce, of Dorchester, 

and Strickland, of Otis, 
on the part of the House.

On Agriculture.

Messrs. Hubbard and Cutler, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Russell, of Pittsfield,

Carlton, of Feyden,
Humphrey, of Brookline,
King, of Danvers,



FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 1854. 43

and Bice, of Marlboro’, 
on the part of the House.

On Banks and Banking.

Messrs. Kellogg and Mitchell, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Thurston, of Lancaster, 

Davis, of Boston, 
Chamberlin, of Worcester, 
French, of Canton, 

and Guild, of Somerville, 
on the part of the House.

On Claims.

Messrs. Borden and Prince, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Tilton, of Boston,

Whitney, of Cambridge, 
Wolcott, of Cheshire, 
Putnam, of Danvers, 

and Gardner, of Hanover, 
on the part of the House.

On Education.
Messrs. Healy and Davis, of the Senate, and 

Messrs. Bradbury, of Newton,
Lewis, of Boston,
Josselyn, of Duxbury,
Peck, of Sterling, 

and W arner, of Northampton, 
on the part of the House.

On the Fisheries.

Messrs. Gray and Paine, of the Senate, and
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Messrs. Currier, of Newburyport,
Paine, of Brewster,
Adams, of Marblehead,
Tillson, of Provincetown, 

and Mayhew, of Chilmark, 
on the part of the House.

On the Library.

Messrs. Aspinwall, Mansur, and W arren, of the Senate, 
and

Messrs. Farrar, of Boston,
Crafts, of Boxbury, 

and Thayer, of Worcester, 
on the part of the House.

On Manufactures.

Messrs. Haskell and Mansur, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Moore, of Waltham,

Southworth, of W est Springfield, 
Lyman, of Northfield,
Stevens, of Lowell, 

and Fales, of Shrewsbury, 
on the part of the House.

On Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Messrs. Pingree and Hobart, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Gaston, of Boxbury,

Bich, of Boston,
Whitney, of Conway,
Hood, of Somerset, 

and Kendall, of Westminster,
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on the part of the House.

On the Militia.
Messrs. Faulkner and Ellis, of the Senate, and 

Messrs. Thompson, of Boston, 
Shackford, of Chicopee,
Lamb, of Worcester,
Spooner, of Warwick, 

and Dalton, of Salem, 
on the part of the House.

On Parishes and Religious Societies.

Messrs. Crocker and W hitman, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Russell, of Boston,

Wood, of Middleboro’,
Jacobs, of Cambridge, 
Stewart, of Seekonk, 

and Shaw, of Cummington, 
on the part of the House.

On Prisons.

Messrs. Kimball and Murdock, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Sanger, of Dover,

Sproat, of Wareham,
Fitch, of Hopkinton,
Smith, of Worthington, 

and Fuller, of Westfield, 
on the part of the House.

On Public Charitable Institutions.

Messrs. Smith and Perkins, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Green, of Cambridge,
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Sewell, of Medfield,
Childs, of Westboro’,
Smith, of Boston, 

and Bassett, of Ware, 
on the part of the House.

On Public Lands.

Messrs. Brastow and Vickery, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Wales, of Randolph,

Jenks, of Boston,
Hall, of Roxbury,
Barnes, of W est Brookfield, 

and Ayer, of Lowell, 
on the part of the House.

On Railways and Canals.

Messrs. Loud and Lowe, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Colburn, of Dedham,

Allis, of Whately,
W . Xye, of Xew Bedford, 
Beal, of Boston, 

and Ware, of Fitchburg, 
on the part of the House.

On Roads and Bridges.
Messrs. Lawson and Bugbee, of the Senate, and 

Messrs. Holmes, of Boston,
Haskell, of Ipswich, 
Hamblin, of Lee,
Barker, of Palmer, 

and Gilbert, of Xew Bedford, 
on the part of the House.
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On Towns.

Messrs. Healy and Reynolds, of the Senate, and
Messrs. Brown, of Salem,

Dexter, of Boston,
Griswold, of Buckland,
Kenrick, of Orleans, 

and Coburn, of Dracut, 
on the part of the House.

The Speaker announced the following Standing Com
mittees of the House, namely:—

On the Judiciary.
Messrs. Colt, of Pittsfield,

W ashburn, of Boston,
Clark, of Northborough,
Wood, of Fitchburg,
Parker, of Greenfield,
Sanford, of Taunton, 

and Poole, of Lowell.

On matters of Probate and Chancery.

Messrs. Brinley, of Boston,
Richmond, of Adams,
Benchley, of Worcester,
Cooley, of Boston,
Lynde, of Stoneliam,
Conkey, of Amherst, 

and Lawton, of Fall River.

On Finance.

Messrs. Reed, of Boston,
2
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Wales, of Randolph,
A. R. Nye, of New Bedford, 
Shattuck, of Groton, 
W ashburn, of Orange, 
Mixter, of Hardwick, 

and Walden, of Lynn.

On Elections.
Messrs. Kinsman, of Newbury port, 

Ives, of Salem,
Evans, of Freetown, 
Williams, of Boston,
Howe, of Southborough, 
Bigelow, of Cambridge, 

and W arren, of Sheffield.

On Bills in Third Reading.
Messrs. Pond, of Boston,

Hall, of Cambridge, 
Ingraham, of Savoy, 
Hammond, of Nantucket, 
Denison, of Coleraine, 
Jacobs, of Webster, 

and Knight, of Marblehead.

On Engrossed Bills.
Messrs. Burbank, of Boston,

Swain, of Nantucket,
Bacon, of Bedford,
Bradway, of Monson, 
Lincoln, of Upton,
Holt, of Lowell, 

and Hubbard, of Ludlow.
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On County Estimates.
Messrs. Wells, of Rowe,

Clapp, of Boston,
Anthony, of Westport,
Tuttle, of Hinsdale, 

and Frye, of Bolton.

On the Pay Roll.
Messrs. Longlcy, of Belchertown,

Wood, of Newburyport, 
Ingraham, of Leverett,
Abbott, of Beverly, 

and Pierce, of Wellfleet.

On Leave of Absence.
Messrs. Underwood, of Dennis,

W right, of Gardner,
Coburn, of Lawrence,
Allen, of Boston, 

and Cook, of Scituate.

On Public Buildings.
Messrs. Hall, of Medford,

Wetherbee, of Boston,
Hawkes, of Templeton,
Tuttle, of Lowell,

and Copeland, of W est Bridgewater. 

On Printing.
Messrs. Wells, of Boston,

Goodwin, of Lawrence,
Lane, of Lunenburg,
Dwight, of Stockbridge, 

and W right, of Lowell.
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A communication was received from tlie ’ Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, transmitting the Annual Report of 
the expenses of his office, which was read and ordered to 
he printed.

On motion of Mr. Kinsman, of Newburyport, the 
Petition of Henry Johnson and others, that the term of 
the Supreme Judicial Court now holden at Ipswich, in 
the County of Essex, may be transferred to Newburyport

And,

The Petition of William Bayley and others, of Ames- 
bury and Salisbury, in aid of the same, were taken from 
the table, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Richmond, of Adams, the Petition 
of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company was taken 
from the table and referred to a joint special committee, 
consisting of one from each county on the part of the 
House, with such as the Senate may join.

On motion of Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, the Peti
tion of T\ illiarn Dunbar and others, for a ten-hour law,
was taken from the table, and referred to a joint special 
committee.
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The Petition of William Bodurtha and others, and 
that of M. Dwight and others, in aid of the same, were 
taken from the table, and referred to the Committee on 
Parishes and Religious Societies.

The several Petitions of

Isaac F. Shepard and others,
Edward Edmunds and others,
Alonzo H. Evans and others,
Lovett Morse and others, 

and Chester Judson and others,

were taken from the table, and referred to the Committee 
on Banks and Banking.

The Petition of the Selectmen of Medford was taken 
from the table, and referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges.

The Petition of William Andrews was taken from the 
table, and referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Order offered by Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, on 
the 9th inst., was taken from the table, and adopted.

Mr. Stevens, of Brookfield, presented the Petition of 
Reuben Drake and others, to be set off from North 
Brookfield to Brookfield.
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Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
Amasa W alker and others, a committee of the inhabitants 
of North Brookfield, for leave to loan the credit of the 
town in aid of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad 
Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Hood, of Somerset, the Petition of Irani Smith and 
others, for a modification of the fishery laws in Taunton 
Great River.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Hall, of Medford, the Petition of Sanford B. Perry 
and others, for an act of incorporation for a Gas Company 
in Medford.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of the Bank of 
Brighton, for an increase of capital.

Mr. Bigelow, of Cambridge, the Petition of the Cam
bridge Bank, for an increase of capital.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of
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J. B. Brigham and others, in aid of that of Edward 
Edmunds and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Tilton, of Boston, the Petition of the Eliot Fire 
Insurance Company, for further time to pay in increased 
capital stock.

Mr. Ives, of Salem, the Petition of Asahel Hunting- 
ton and others, for a Fire and Marine Insurance Com
pany in Salem.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Severally sent up Tor concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Mystic River Railroad Company, 
for an alteration in the charter of the Mystic River 
Railroad.

The Petition of Daniel Pratt, Jr., and others, of Read
ing, that the Boston and Maine Railroad may use steam 
power at Causeway and Traverse Streets, in Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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The Petition of R. W. Holman and others, to be in
corporated as the Metropolitan Hotel Company in 
Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. A. R. Nye, of New Bedford,

The House
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston, it was Ordered, that 
the Committee on the Judiciary consider the expediency 
of extending the existing provisions of law, which relate 
to taking the Poor Debtor’s oath, on mesne process, to 
actions of Tort.

Mr. Spooner, of Warwick, presented the Petition of 
James Stockwell and others of Warwick, for a law re
quiring that in actions of Tort, the plaintiff be required 
to furnish security for costs in certain cases.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges be 
instructed to inquire if any further legislation is neces
sary to authorize the laying out of sidewalks, and the 
protection thereof, in the Public Roads of this Common
wealth.

On motion of Mr. Bliss, of Lanesboro’, it was Ordered 
that the Committee on Prisons inquire into the expedi
ency of establishing an additional State Prison, in the 

3
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western part of the Commonwealth, as recommended by 
the Commissioners in 1853.

*

Severally adopted, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Rich, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
stockholders of the Tremont Bank for an increase of cap
ital.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of Life Baldwin 
and others, to be incorporated as the Brighton Market 
Bank.

Mr. Lewis, of Boston, the Petition of Winslow W right 
and others, for another Savings Bank in the City of Bos
ton.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. W iggin, of Boston, the Petition of George W. 
Martin and others, to he incorporated for manufacturing 
purposes in Roxbury.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of Ralph Hunting- 
ton and others, for the improvement of certain lands in 
the city of Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.
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Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of the Congre
gational Society in Warren, for power to tax the owners 
of pews in their house of worship.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Dalton, of Salem, the Petition of the Danvers 
and Georgetown, and Danvers Railroad Corporations, for 
extension of time for completing their railroads.

Air. Washburn, of Boston, the Petition of Cheever 
Newhall and others, for a railroad from Dorchester to 
State Street, through Broad Street, in Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Air. Wood, of Middleboro’, the Petition of Thomas 
Doggett and others, of Lakeville, asking to he reannexed 
to Middleboro’.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Order offered yesterday by Air. Thayer, of W or
cester, was referred to the Committee on Printing.



58 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on. Leave of Ab
sence, reported that leave be granted to Mr. M right, ot 
Gardner, for one week from this date, and, on motion, 
the report was accepted.

On the Order received from the Senate yesterday, rela
tive to the Governor’s Address, the Speaker joined, on 
the part of the House,

Messrs. Thompson, of Boston,
Colt, of Pittsfield,
W hitney, of Conway,
Thomas, of New Bedford, 

and Ware, of Fitchburg.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham,
The Annual Report of the Commissioners of the Sink

ing Fund of the Western Railroad Corporation,

The communication from the Treasurer, transmitting 
the Annual Report of the expenses of his office,

The communication from the Auditor, transmitting 
the Annual Report of the expenses of his office, and

The communication from Hon. N. P. Banks, Jr., trans-
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mitting the Keport of the Committee on the Constitu
tional Convention,

W ere severally taken from the table, and, on motion, 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed.

A communication was read by the Speaker, from the 
Clerk, informing the House that he had nominated Mr. 
William E. P. Haskell, of Chelsea, Assistant Clerk. 
The nomination was approved by the House, and there
upon,

Messrs. Wiggin, of Boston, 
and Fuller, of Westfield,

were appointed a committee to conduct Mr. Haskell to 
the governor and council, for the purpose of taking and 
subscribing the oaths of office, who attended to that 
duty, and reported accordingly.

»
Papers from the Senate.

A communication from .Jacob II. Loud, signifying his 
acceptance of the office of Treasurer and Iteceiver-Gen- 
eral of the Commonwealth, was read.

The Petition of the Housatonic Bank, of Stockbridge, 
for increase of capital.

The Petition of the Bunker Hill Bank, for increase of 
capital,

And
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The Petition of the National Bank of Boston, for in
crease of capital,

Were severally referred to the Committee on hanks 
and Banking.

The Petition of Gideon Beck and others, to be incor
porated as a Gas Company in Dorchester;

And the Petition of S. C. Demarest and others, to be 
incorporated as a Cutting Machine Manufacturing Co.,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Manu
factures.

The Petition of the 'Webster Tire and Marine Insur
ance Company of Boston, for extension of time to pay in 
the capital stock of said company,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance,

Severally in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Certificates 
of Members were taken from the table, and referred to 
the Committee on Elections.
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Mr. Thompson, of Boston, informed the House, that 
the funeral of Hon. Thomas Handysaide Perkins, a dis
tinguished citizen of that city, would take place at twelve 
o'clock this day, and moved that out of respect to his 
memory the House do now adjourn, which motion passed 
unanimously, and

The House

Adjourned.



'

*
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether any further legislation is necessary upon the 
subject of tenancies at will, and tenancies at sufferance.

On motion of Mr. Wales, of Randolph, it was Ordered,
th a t --------- be a committee to consider if any alteration
or amendment of the Resolve of last year, concerning 
the preparing and printing of the General Court Records, 
be necessary; and if it is expedient to print a greater 
number of the first and second volumes of said Records 
than is required by said Resolve, for general distribution.

And the Speaker appointed as the Committee,

Messrs. Wales, of Randolph,
Brinley, of Boston,
Ingraham, of Savoy,
Guild, of Roxbury, 

and Tilton, of Tisbury,

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Printing be requested to 
inquire as to the expediency 

4
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of amending Chapter 21 of the Resolves of the year 
1851, so as to read two thousand copies of the State Pri
son Report, instead of one thousand five hundred, as it 
now reads.

Also,

That the Secretary of the Commonwealth have printed 
five hundred additional copies- of the State Prison Report 
more than provided by Chapter 21 of Resolves of the 
year 1851.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, offered the following O rder:

That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to furnish to 
the members of the House, not already furnished with 
the same, at the expense of the State, each, one copy of 
the Debates and Proceedings of the Constitutional Con
vention holden in the year 1820.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, presented the Petition of the 
City Council of Lynn, that municipal officers may be 
elected by a plurality of votes.

Also,

The Petition of said City Council, for an amendment 
of the Charter of said city.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Joseph Leonard, for a repeal of the law prohibiting the 
being present at
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concerts and theatrical entertainments on Saturday even
ings.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, it was

Ordered, that the Committee on Accounts ascertain and 
report to this House the expense of printing the volumes 
of Debates of the late Convention.

On motion of Mr. Sanger, of Dover, it was

Ordered, that the Committee on Prisons be authorized 
to visit the several Prisons and Houses of Correction in 
the Commonwealth during the present session of the 
Legislature.

Mr Faulkner, of Malden, presented the Petition of 
Henry S. Downs and others, of Malden, for a Gas Com
pany in said town.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, presented the Petition of 
P. E. Kirfgman and others, for a Sixpenny Savings Bank.

Mr. Clark, of Xorthborough, the Petition of George C. 
Davis and others, for a Bank in Xorthborough.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Henry Johnson and 
others, reported an Order of notice thereon, which was 
amended and accepted.

The Speaker appointed the following members as the 
committee on the part of the House on the Petition of 
William Dunbar and others, for a Ten H our Law :—

Messrs. Benchley, of Worcester,
Souther, of Boston,
Moore, of Waltham,
Spooner, of Warwick, 

and Hood, of Somerset,

And said Petition was sent up for concurrence.

A message was received from the Governor by the 
Secretary, transmitting the Report of the Commissioners 
on Charles River and W arren Bridges, which, on motion 
of Mr. Wells, of Boston, was laid on the table, and or
dered to be printed.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing 
that the Convention assigned for Thursday next, for the 
purpose of filling the vacancies in the Board of Overseers 
of Harvard University, be postponed to Friday, the 27th 
inst., at 12 1-2 o’clock.

On motion, the House concurred, and Mr. Brinley, of
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Boston, was charged with a message to the Senate, to 
inform that branch of the concurrence of the 1 louse.

On motion of Mr. Sanger of Dover,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, it was Or
dered, that the Sergeant-at-Arms cause the Journals of the 
House to be filed for the use of the members of the House.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that so much of the Governor’s Address as refers 
to the nature and degree of punishment to be inflicted for 
certain crimes and offences under the penal statutes of 
this Commonwealth; and also, so much of said Address 
as relates to the manner of proving the charge of obtain
ing goods by false pretences under the form of purchase, 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Also,

That so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
the financial affairs of the Commonwealth, be referred to 
the Committee on Finance.

On motion of Mr. Mixter, of Hardwick, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Elections consider what
further legislation is necessary in regard to designating 

5a
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upon ballots used in elections for what office said ballots 

are intended.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that tlie Committee on Probate and Chancery inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Insolvent Laws, in 
relation to the time within which the second and third 
meetings of creditors may be called. Also, as to the ex
pediency of requiring the schedules of creditors and 
assets, to be retained by the Clerk.

Mr. Swift, of Bridgwater, presented the Memorial of 
John A. Shaw, respecting an amendment to the Consti
tution.

Read and laid on the table.

Mr. Wells, of Boston, presented the Petition of Eu
gene Batchelder, for the use of the Representatives’ Hall, 
to deliver a Historical Lecture.

Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings.

On motion of Mr. Green, of Cambridge, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Public Charitable Institu
tions, be instructed to visit, during the present session of 
the Legislature, the several charitable institutions sup
ported or aided by the State.
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On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, it was Or
dered, that the Joint Committee on the Library, examine 
the copy, in the State Library, of the Journal of the 
House of Representatives, for the session of 1851, and 

also that for the session of 1852, and report whether 
said copies are written with such legibility and accuracy 
as are tit for preservation in the Library, or whether a 
new copy of either or both should be made.

Also, that said committee report the amount paid by 
the State, for the making of each copy, and the person to 
whom such payment was made.

On motion of Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that the Joint Special Committee upon the Claims 

against the General Government, be instructed to report 
what Commissioners have been appointed within the past 
three years, for the purpose of urging the payment of 
said claims—the names of persons so appointed, and the 
expense that has attended the same; and also, whether 
any one is now in commission for such purpose ; and if 
so, what progress has been made.
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On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, Ordered, that 
so much of the Governor’s Address as is contained com
mencing at the two last paragraphs on the sixth page, 
and all on the seventh ending with the last paragraph of 
the seventh page, be referred to a joint committee, con
sisting on the part of the House of one from each Coun

cillor District, as the Executive Council is composed.

Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, presented the Petition of the 
Appleton Bank, in Lowell, for increase of capital.

Mr. Lefavor, of Beverly, the Petition of the Beverly 
Bank, for increase of capital, and leave to fix the par 
value of its shares at fifty dollars.

Mr. Blair, of Southbridge, the Petition of the South- 
bridge Bank, for an increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of a Committee 
of the town of Chelsea, for a bridge from Chelsea to East 
Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridgeso *
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Mr. Hood, of Somerset, the Petition of Philip Bowers 
and others, for the modification of the fishing laws in 

Taunton Great River.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Poole, of Lowell, the Petition of the Lowell Trad
ers’ and Mechanics’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
for an alteration of their charter.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 

Insurance.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of Henry J. Thing 
and others, for incorporation as the Sagamore Steam 
Mills.

Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Petition of George Adams 
and others, for an act of incorporation for the manufac
ture of Carpets.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of the Charles 
River Railroad Company, for power to alter the line of 
their road.

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Petition of James Lee, Jr.,



74 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

and others, for an act of incorporation to build a railway 
from Boston to Charlestown, Chelsea and Somerville.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Russell, of Pittsfield, the Petition of Daniel Day 
and others, of Lanesboro’, for the removal of the Court 
House in the County of Berkshire.

Referred to a joint special committee.

Mr. Russell, of Pittsfield, the Petition of Norman G. 
Baxter and others, of New Ashford.

Mr. W arner, of Sheffield, that of Edward F. Ensign 

and others, of Sheffield.

Mr. Taylor, of Great Barrington, that of John L. 
Dodge and others, of Great Barrington.

Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, that of David Carson and 
others, of Dalton.

Severally in aid of that of Daniel Day and others.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 

that subject.
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Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Allen, from the Committee on Leave of Absence, 
reported leave of absence to Mr. Smith, of Charlemont, 
for one week from this date.

Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Public Buildings, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Eugene Batchelder,

Reported,

That the use of the Hall be granted to said Batchelder 
on Friday evening next.

Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of James Stockw'ell and 
others,

Reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, and that 
the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Barker, of Palmer, was excused from serving on 
the Committee on Roads and Bridges, and Mr. Coburn, of 

Dracut, was appointed in his place.

Mr. Coburn, of Dracut, was excused from serving on
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the Committee on Towns, and Mr. Barker, of Palmer, 
was appointed in his place.

A communication was received from the Auditor, trans
mitting his Annual Report for the year 1853.

Referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice on the Petitions of 
The Mystic Railroad Co., 

and Cheever Newhall, were issued in concurrence.

The Petition of the Fall River Railroad Company, for 

authority to change location of their road ;

Also,

For authority to extend their road to the city of Bos
ton.

The Petition of Ezra Perkins and others, of Essex, for 
a railroad from Essex to the Danvers and Georgetown 
Railroad.

The Petition of the Boston and Maine Railroad, for 
further facilities for doing their business in Boston.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

The Petition of the Trustees of the Pilgrim Society, 

for liberty to hold additional real estate.

The Petition of the Directors of the Mystic River Cor
poration, for an alteration in their charter.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af

fairs and Insurance.

The Petition of S. P. Ruggles and others, to be incor
porated under the name of the S. P. Ruggles Power 
Press Manufacturing Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of Cyrineous Hirsch and others, proprie
tors of the Herring Pond Plantation, for greater security, 
and the restoration of their lost rights in the fisheries of 
said plantation.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

The Petition of the Selectmen of W est Cambridge, for 

5b
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leave to build a bridge across Mystic River between W est 

Cambridge and Medford.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

The Petition of Dutton and Wentworth, to be reap

pointed State Printers.

Referred to a joint special committee consisting of 
Messrs. Smith and Perkins of the Senate, and

Messrs. Wells, of Boston,
Goodwin, of Lawrence,
Lane, of Lunenburg,
Dwight, of Stockbridge, 

and W right, of Lowell,

on the part of the House.

The Report from the Committee on Railways and 

Canals, asking to be discharged from the further conside
ration of the Petition of the inhabitants of North Brook
field, and recommending that the same be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary,

Was accepted,

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, that so much of the Govern»
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or’s Address as relates to Agriculture, be referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture.

That so much as relates to Banks and Banking, be re
ferred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

That so much as relates to the Charles Hiver and W ar
ren Bridges, be referred to the Committee on Boads and 
Bridges.

That so much as relates to the subject of Education, 
be committed to the Committee on Education.

That so much as relates to the Fisheries, be committed 
to the Committee on the Fisheries.

That so much as relates to the Militia, be committed to 
the Committee on the Militia.

That so much as relates to the Public Lands, be re
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands.

That so much as relates to the State. Reform School 
and other public charities, be referred to the Committee 
on Public Charitable Institutions.
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That so much as relates to the Claim of the Common
wealth upon the General Government, be referred to a 
joint special committee consisting of Messrs. Kellogg 
and Holland, of the Senate, to be joined.

That so much as relates to the subject of amendments 
to the Constitution, be committed to a joint special com
mittee of one from each Congressional District, and two 
at large, on the part of the Senate; and of two from 
each Congressional District, and four at large, on the 
part of the House, and

Messrs. Aspinwall, Kellogg, Davis, Crocker, Healy, 
Alvord, Pingree, Prince, Wilbur, Lawson, Reynolds, 
W hitman and Bugbee, were appointed on the part of the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, it was Ordered, 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to procure for the 
use of both branches of the Legislature, the Governor 
and Council, and the different Committees, twenty copies 
of the “ Railroad Laws and Charters of the United 
States,” published by Little & Brown.

On motion of Mr. Jenks, of Boston, it was Ordered, 

that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to con
sider the expediency of repealing all existing provisions 
of law, that recognize imprisonment or forcible detention 
of the person, for any cause which the law itself does not 
declare to be criminal, or so connected with crime as to 
endanger the public peace or safety.

On motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and ( 'han eery consider 

and report whether any, and if any, what further legisla
tion is necessary in relation to the 256th and 324th 
Chapters of the Acts of 1851.

6
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On motion of Mr. Washburn, of Orange, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Probate and ( 'hancery be 
requested to inquire into the expediency ot repealing 
Chapter 218 of the Acts and Resolves of 1850, and 
enacting, instead thereof, as follows :— Taxes assessed 
upon the personal estates of Insolvent Debtors, and un
paid at the time of the assignment, shall not he recovered 

as preferred claims.”

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that, in the absence of the Clerk of the House, the 
Assistant-Clerk shall perform all the duties devolving 
upon the Clerk by law and usage.

Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, offered the following O rder:—

Ordered, the Senate concurring, that all orders of no
tice upon petitions, remonstrances or memorials, shall be 
made returnable on or before the fourth Monday of Feb
ruary, 1854; and the consideration of such subjects, re
quiring orders of notice, as cannot be brought under the 
operation of this Order, shall be referred to the next Gen
eral Court, without debate.

Laid over under the rule.
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On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, it was Or

dered, that the Joint Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies, consider the expediency of a general law, 
authorizing the taxation of pews and seats for the main
tenance of public worship, upon the vote of a regular 
Parish Meeting.

Mr. Southworth, of W est Springfield, presented the 
Petition of Philos B. Taylor and others, of Springfield, 
for a railroad from Rising’s Notch, at Connecticut State 
line, to Springfield.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of the Boston 
Light Artillery, for a law authorizing the appointment of 
commissioned and staff officers.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Hall, of Medford, the Petition of George W. Por
ter and others, in aid of that of Sanford B. Perry and 
others.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.
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Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Petition of Charles Stone 
and others, of W est Cambridge, AY'atertown, and W al
tham, for the incorporation of a new town by the name 

of Belmont.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of J. (1. Kidder, 
for leave to extend his wharf in Boston Harbor.

Mr. Tilton, of Tisbury, the Petition of Charles Smith, 
of Tisbury, for leave to build a marine railway and 
wharf.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af

fairs and Insurance.

Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, the Petition of the Wamesit Bank, 
of Lowell, for an increase of capital.

Mr. Haven, of Athol, the Petition of C. C. Bassett 

and others, for a bank in Athol.

Mr. Roby, of Boston, the Petition of the Blackstone 
Bank of Boston, for increase of capital.

Air. Jones, of Boston, the Petition of Noah Sturtevant 

and others, for a bank at East Boston.
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Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the Petition of Edward 
Burke and others, for a bank in Conway.

Mr. Poole, of Lowell, the Petition of Horatio Wood 
and others, for a Fourpenny Savings Bank in Lowell.

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, the Petition of Ithamar 
Conkey and others, for a Savings Bank in Amherst.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 

Banking.

Mr. Prindle, of Williamstown, the Petition of Asa C. 
Daniels and others, of Williamstown, for the removal of 

the Court House in Berkshire.

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub
ject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Sanford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 16th instant, relative 
to tenancies at will and tenancies by sufferance,

Reported,
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That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Clark, of Xorthborough, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote whereby the House yesterday concurred in 
the Order of the Senate, referring so much of the Gov
ernor’s Address as relates to the constitutional amend
ments, to a joint special committee ; and, after debate, 
the motion was lost.

Papers from the Senate.

A Communication from the Governor, transmitting 
notice of an additional vacancy in the Board of Overseers 

of Harvard University, was read.

The Petition of .1. S. Richardson and others, for an 
Atmospheric Despatch Company from Boston to New 
York, was taken from the files, and referred to the Com
mittee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Orders of notice were issued upon the several Petitions 

of

The Boston and Maine Railroad Company,

The Charles River Railroad Company,

Thomas Doggett and others,
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Ezra Perkins, Jr., and others,

James Blair and others, a Committee of the Congrega
tional Society in W arren, and

The Trustees of the Union Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Springfield.

Severally in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Boston.

The House

Adjourned.



»
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Speaker announced the following Joint Special 
Committees on the part of the H ouse:—

On so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
the Constitutional Amendments,

Messrs. Thompson, of Boston,
Wales, of Randolph,
W hitney, of Conway,
Clark, of Northborough,
Denham, of New Bedford, 
Mayhew, of Chilmark,
Sanford, of Taunton,
Copeland, of W est Bridgewater, 
Colburn, of Dedham,
Bradbury, of Newton,
Cooley, of Boston,
Russell, of Boston,
Farrar, of Boston,
Green, of Cambridge,
Kinsman, of Newbury port, 
Haskell, of Ipswich,
Moore, of Waltham,
Hawkes, of Saugus,
Brown, of Lowell,
Shattuck, of Groton,

7
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Messrs. Wood, of Fitchburg,
Benchley, of Worcester,
Miller, of Phillipston,
Barker, of Palmer,
Colt, of Pittsfield, 

and Allis, of Whately.

On so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
Claims against the General Government,

Messrs. Pond, of Boston,
Wolcott, of Cheshire,
Mixter, of Hardwick,
Buffum, of Pelham, 

and Purple, of Gill.

On the Memorial of the Troy and Greenfield Kailroad 
Company,

Messrs. Richmond, of Adams,
Parker, of Greenfield,
Clark, of Northborough,
Wiggin, of Boston,
Ivingsley, of Northampton, 
Hubbard, of Ludlow,
Coburn, of Dracut,
Gilbert, of New Bedford,
Mayhew, of Chilmark,
Hammond, of Nantucket, 
Ivenrick, of Orleans,
Baker, of Marshfield,
French, of Canton, 

and Walden, of Lynn.
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On the Removal of the Court House in Berkshire
County,

Messrs. Cooley, of Boston,
Jewett, of Salem,
Warner, of Northampton,
Moore, of Waltham, 

and Smith, of Truro.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, it wTas Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into and re
port upon the constitutionality and expediency of pro
viding by law for electing members of the House of Rep
resentatives by plurality of votes.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery be directed 
to consider whether further power should not be given by 
law to guardians to sell real estate of their wards, under 

license of the Probate Court.

Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
M. II. Ruggles, of Fall River, for an amendment of the 
Act establishing a Police Court in the town of Fall 
River.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, presented the Remonstrance 

of H. C. Merriam and others, legal voters of Tewksbury, 
against the right of Aaron Frost, to a seat in this House.

Referred to the Committee on Elections.

The Order relative to Orders of Notice, offered yester
day by Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, was taken up and 
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Erinley, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Joint Select Committee, to whom was referred 
so much of the Address of His Excellency the Governor, 
as relates to amendments of the Constitution of this Com
monwealth, consider the expediency of amending the 
Constitution substantially as follows, to wit :

First,

In all elections by the people in this Commonwealth, 

the person having the highest number of votes, shall be 

deemed and declared to be elected.

Second,

The meeting for the choice of Governor, Lieutenant- 

Governor, Senators and Representatives, shall be held on 

the Tuesday next after the first Monday of November, 
annually ; but in case of a failure to elect Representatives
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on that day, a second meeting shall be holden for that 
purpose on the fourth Monday of the same November.

Third,

There shall be annually elected, by the inhabitants of 
this Commonwealth, qualified as in this Constitution is 
provided, forty persons to be Senators for the year ensu
ing their election, to be chosen by the inhabitants of the 
Districts into which the Commonwealth shall be, from 
time to time, divided for that purpose.

It shall be the duty of the General Court holden next 
after the adoption of this amendment, and next after each 
decennial census thereafter, to divide the Commonwealth 
into forty Districts, composed of contiguous territory,

and as nearly equal in the number o f -------------as may

be conveniently done: provided, that no town or ward of 

a city, shall be divided therefor. The census of 1850 

shall be taken as the basis of the first apportionment.

Each District shall be entitled to elect one Senator, 
who shall have been an inhabitant of the Commonwealth 
for at least five years immediately preceding his election, 
and at the time of his election shall be an inhabitant of 
the District for which he is chosen. Not less than twenty-
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one Senators shall constitute a quorum for doing busi
ness.

Fourth,
♦

The Secretary, Treasurer and Receiver-General, and 
Auditor, shall be chosen by the people annually, and shall 
hold their offices for one year next following the first 

Wednesday in the succeeding January, and until their suc
cessors shall be chosen and qualified in their stead; but 
no person shall be eligible to either of said offices, who has 
not been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for the 
term of five years next preceding his election. The day 

and manner of the election, the qualifications of the 
voters, and the declaration of the elections shall be the 
same as are required in the election of Governor.

Whenever there shall be a failure to elect either of said 
officers, such vacancy shall be filled in the same manner 
as is provided for filling vacancies in the Senate ; and in 
like manner, all vacancies in either of said offices, arising 
by death, removal out of the State, or otherwise, shall be 
supplied as soon as such vacancy shall happen: provided,
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whenever such vacancy shall happen during the recess of 
the Legislature, the same may be filled by appointment 
by the Governor, by and with the advice of the Council.

Fifth,

Eight Councillors shall be annually chosen by the peo
ple of this Commonwealth upon general ticket; and for 
that purpose, the Commonwealth shall be divided by the 
General Court into eight Councillor Districts, each Dis
trict to consist of five contiguous Senatorial Districts, and 
one Councillor shall be selected from each District. No 
person shall be eligible to the office of Councillor, who 
has not been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for the 
term of five years next preceding his election.

The day and manner of the election of Councillors, the 
qualifications of voters, and the declaration of the elec
tions, shall be the same as are required in the election of 
Governor.

Whenever there shall be a failure to elect the full 
number of Councillors, the deficiency shall be supplied in 
the same manner as is provided for filling vacancies in 
the Senate; and in like manner all vacancies in the Coun

cil, arising by death, removal out of the State, or other-
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wise, shall be supplied as soon as may be after such va
cancies shall happen.

And that there may be no delay in organizing the gov

ernment the first Wednesday of January, annually, the 
Governor, rvith at least five of the Council for the time 
being, shall, as soon as may be, examine the returned 
copies of the records for the election of Governor, Lieu
tenant-Governor, Councillors, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Receiver-General, and Auditor, and ten days before the 

first Wednesday in January, he shall issue his summons 
to such persons as shall appear to be chosen, to attend 
on that day, to be qualified accordingly, and the Secre
tary shall lay the returns before the Senate, and the 
House of Representatives of said first Wednesday in 

January, to be by them examined ; and in case of the 

election of either of said officers, the choice shall be by 
them declared and published ; but in case there shall be 
no election of either of said officers, the Legislature shall 
proceed to fill such vacancies in the manner provided in 
this Constitution.

Mr. W ashburn, of Boston', presented the Petition of 
William P. Dockray and others, in relation to the quali
fication of voters.
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Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Con

stitution.

Mr. Tallmadge, of Egremont, the Petition of Nathan 

Benjamin and others, of Egremont.

Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, the Petition of Mark R. Van 
Deusen and others, of Alfred.

Also,%

The Petition of Grove Tyril and others, of Monterey.

Severally, for the removal of the Court House, in 
Berkshire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 

that subject.

Mr. Guild, of Somerville, the Petition of the Neck 
Village Baptist Society in Charlestown, for change of 

name and location.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of the Doctri

nal Tract and Book Society, for change of corporate 

name.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.
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Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of Thomas 
W ait, Jr., and others, of Malden, in aid of the Petition 

of Henry S. Downs and others.

Mr. Haven, of Athol, the Petition of L. W . Hapgood 
and others, to he incorporated as the Athol Reservoir 

Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Nye, of New Bedford, the Petition of the Mechan
ics’ Bank of New Bedford, for an increase of capital.

Mr. W iggin, of Boston, the Petition of the Washing
ton Bank of Boston, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the Petition of Gayton P. 
Osgood and others, of North Andover, that the Boston 
and Maine Railroad Company, may enter their depot in 
Boston, with steam power.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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The Order offered by Mr. Thompson, of Boston, on the 
4th instant, relative to the amendments of the Constitu
tion, was taken from the table and amended, by referring 
it to the Joint Special Committee on the Constitution.

The Memorial of John A. Shaw, of Bridgewater, re
specting an amendment of the Constitution, was taken 
from the table, and referred to the Joint Special Commit
tee on the Constitution.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on Leave of Ab
sence, reported leave of absence to Mr. French, of Can
on, for one week from the 23d inst., which was accepted

Mr. Wells, from the Committee on Printing, to 'whom 
was referred the Order of the 13th inst., relative to the 
distribution of the Debates of the late Constitutional 
Convention,

Reported that the same ought to pass.

After debate, the Order was amended and adopted.
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Mr. Colt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 16th instant, rela
tive to that portion of the Governor’s Address which 
relates to the obtaining of goods by false pretences,

Reported,

“ A Bill relating to the obtaining of property by false 

pretences.”

Read and Ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 
James Lee, Jr. and others,
Ralph Huntington and others,
Fall River Railroad Co.,
Directors of Fall River Railroad Co., 

and Charles Stone and others.

Ordered, that the Joint Standing Committee on Banks 
and Banking, consider the expediency of providing by 
law, that money borrowed by the Commonwealth, from 
Banks, may be excepted from the sum that can, by law, 

be due at any one time to said banks.

Ordered, that a Committee of the Senate, with such 
as the House may join, be appointed to inquire into the
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expediency of instituting some lasting memorial of the 
appreciation, by the people of this Commonwealth, of the 
eminent services of Daniel Webster to the State and to 
the Nation, and Messrs. Aspinwall, Healy, Mansur, Kel
logg, and W arren are appointed on the part of the Sen
ate.

The Petition of Joshua W. Leland and others, for a 
new town to be taken from the towns of Grafton and 
Sutton,

The Petition of the Selectmen of Northampton, re
specting the boundary between that town and East 
Hampton, (taken from the files of last year,)

Were severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of William Pope, of Boston, for leave to 
extend a wharf, (taken from the files of last year,)

The Petition of John IT. Gregory and another, for 
leave to construct a wharf in Marblehead Harbor,

The Petition of George S. Adams and others, for in
corporation for supplying the city of Charlestown with 
pure water,
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Were severally referred to the Committee on Mercan

tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the Shawm at Bank, in Boston, for an 
increase of capital,

The Petition of the Pittsfield Bank, for an increase of 
capital,

The Petition of the Boylston Bank, of Boston, for an 
increase of capital,

The Petition of J. F. Alderman and others, for a bank 
in Milford,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 

and Banking.

The Petition of James Manning and others, of Bock- 

port, for a railroad from Rockport to connect with the 
Danvers and Georgetown Railroad, in Danvers,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the
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Orders of the Day—the first subject being the Eeport 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Sanford, of Taunton ;

And after debate, and pending the question on a mo
tion to recommit, the whole subject was laid on the 
table.

On motion of Mr. Eichmond, of Adams, the Memorial 

of the Troy and Greenfield Eailroad Company was 
ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, 

The House

Adjourned.



.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Crafts, of Roxbury, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the expe
diency of amending the second section of chapter 189 of 
the statutes of 1851, relating to the dissolving of attach
ments upon estates of insolvent debtors, so as to provide 
that where the writ is returnable before a justice of the 
peace, unless the attachment be dissolved before the re
turn day of such writ, any creditor may proceed against 
the debtor as in said act provided. #

On motion of Air. Thompson, of Boston, it was Ordered, 

that the Committee on Probate and Chancery inquire 
whether any, and if any, what farther legislation is expe
dient or necessary in regard to the mode of giving notice 
of sales of real estate, made by executors, administrators, 
and guardians.

Mr. Seeley, of Adams, presented the Remonstrance of 

C. B. Penniman and others, legal voters of Williamstown, 
against the right of Parley J. Prindle to a seat in this 

House.

Referred to the Committee on Elections.
8
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Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Thomas C. Amory and others, for the repeal of the fif
tieth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of Perry Newhall 
of Lynn, for divorce from his wife by reason of her in

sanity.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Green, of Cambridge, it was Order
ed, that the Committee on Claims be instructed to in
quire into the justice and legality of the claims of the 
city of Cambridge against the Commonwealth, under the 
provisions of the 244th chapter of the Acts of 1837, for 
the care of persons infected with ship fever ; and to re
port by Resolve, or otherwise.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of 

Samuel Farrar and others, of Andover, that the Boston 
and Maine Railroad may enter their depot in Boston with 
steam power.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, the Petition of the Village 

Bank in Danvers, for an increase of capital.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petition of the Newton 
Bank, for an increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Whitney, of Conway, the Petition of the Conway 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for authority to raise a 
guarantee capital.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Lewis, of Boston, the Petition of Samuel Adams, 
for compensation for services rendered during “ Shay’s 
Rebellion.”

Mr. Rich, of Boston, the Petition of Jemima C. Mo- 
riarty, of New York city, for indemnification for losses 
sustained from a mob in Charlestown, on the night of 

August 11, 1834.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, the Petition of Ephraim 
Ward and others, to be set off from Lakeville and an

nexed to Middleborough.
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Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Guild, of Somerville, the Petition of Abner Gard
ner and others, lor a Bridge across Mystic River, between 

Medford and West Cambridge, and a road connected 
therewith.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Russell, of Pittsiield, the Petitions of Joseph 
Howland and others of Lenox,

And
H. Seymour and others of Otis ;

Air. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, the Petitions of Cyrus Stock-
/
well and others, of Peru.

And
AVilliam Johnson and others of AVashington ;

AI r. Cannon, of Tyringham, the Petition of Hiram 
Clark and others, of Tyringham ;

Air. Ingraham, of Savoy, the Petition of Calvin Bow- 
ker and others, of Savoy ;

Severally for the removal of the Court House in Berk
shire.

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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The Speaker appointed the following members as the 
Joint Special Committee on the part of the House, on the 
Order offered by Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, on the 17th 
instant, relative to certain portions of the Governor’s Ad
dress, namely:—

Messrs. Wiggin, of Boston,
Gill, of Worcester,
Townsend, of Lowell,
Wood, of Nantucket,
Spooner, of W arwick,
Wheeler, of Becket,
Knight, of Marblehead,
Josselyn, of Duxbury, 

and Humphrey, of Brookline.

On motion of Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, the vote 
whereby the House yesterday adopted the amended Re
port of the Committee on Printing, relative to the distri
bution of the Debates of the Constitutional Convention, 
was reconsidered, and the Report was recommitted to 
said committee, with instructions.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the vote whereby 
the House yesterday concurred with the Senate in the 
Order of Notice on the Petition of Ralph Huntington, 
was reconsidered.

Mr. W iggin then moved to amend the Order by striking
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out the several newspapers mentioned therein, and the 

words “ the last publication.”

And, after debate, the amendment was lost.

The question was 'then stated upon concurring with 
the Senate, in the Order of Notice, and the House con

curred.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 
of

Sandford B. Perry, (as amended,)
The Charles River Railroad Co., (additional.) 
Joshua Leland and others.
The Selectmen of Northampton,

Philos B. Tyler and others, 
and James Manning and others.

The Petition of B. B. Mussey and others, to be incor
porated as the Boston Mutual Fire Insurance Company,

W as referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petition of the Female Medical Education So
ciety for aid,

Was referred to the Committee on Education.
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The several Petitions of
The Lynn Mechanics’ Bank,
The Columbian Bank, in Boston,
The Quinsigamond Bank, in AN orcester, 

for increase of capital,

And

The Petition of Charles L. Putnam and others, of 
Worcester, for a Penny Savings Institution in that city,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks
J

and Banking.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 

Orders of the Day, the subject being the Bill
“ Relating to obtaining goods by false pretences,” and 

the same was ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, on the subject of tenan

cies, was taken from the table, the question being upon 
its recommitment; and, after debate, the motion to re
commit was lost, and the Report was accepted.

Mr. Ladd, from the Committee on Accounts, to whom 
was referred the Order of the 16th instant, relative to the
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expense of printing the Debates of the late Convention, 
presented a detailed Report, which was read, and placed 
in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned
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Met according to adjournment.
#

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, it was Or

dered, that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of defining more accu
rately the rights and obligations of Mutual Insurance 
Companies in insolvent estates, insured by them.

On motion of Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Probate and Chancery be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law, that inventories of Administrators, Executors, Guar
dians and Trustees, may be sworn to before any Justice 
of the Peace for the County in which the party may 
reside, and that all accounts certified and approved in 
writing by all parties interested, may be sworn to before 
the Register of Probate of the County in which the pro
ceedings upon such estate may be pending.

Mr. Gorham, of Barre, presented the Petition of the 
toAvn of Barre, for leave to loan the credit of the town in 
aid of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad.

9
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Also,

The Petition of a committee of the citizens of New 
Braintree, for leave to loan the credit of the town in aid 
of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Militia consider the ex
pediency of repealing Section 16, of the Digest of the 
Militia Laws of this Commonwealth, so far, as the same 
relates to cavalry companies, and companies formed under 
Section 7th of Chapter 174 of the Statutes of 1853; and 
of providing by law instead thereof, that when such com
panies are so located that they cannot be organized into 
Battalions of their respective arms, they may be attached 

to such Brigade as the Commander-in-Chief may 
order.

On motion of Mr. Coburn, of Dracut, it was Ordered, 
that the joint special committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Address of His Excellency the Gover
nor, as relates to the amendment of the Constitution
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of this Commonwealth, consider the expediency of pro
viding that no portion of the School Fund thereof, shall 
be appropriated or applied to the support of sectarian 
schools.

Mr. Sewall, of Medfield, presented the Petition of 
Oliver Ames and others, for incorporation to construct a 
Railroad;

t

Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, the remonstrance of Wm. 
Blake and others, against the Petition of Gayton P. Os
good and others;

Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, the Petition of Fitch Poole 
and others, of Danvers ;

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petitions of Amos Kim
ball and others, of Kingston, N. H.,

Greenleaf Clarke and others, of Atkinson, N. H., 
Benjamin L. Morrill and others, of Kingston, N. II., 
John Cate and others, of Durham, N. II.,
Sargent Hanson and others, of Madbury, N. H.,
John Lowe, Jr. and others, of Exeter, N. LI.,

Moses Paul and others, of Dover, N. H.,
J. D. Kimball and others, of Plaistow, N. H.,

Severally, that the Boston and Maine Railroad may 
enter thei depot in Boston with steam power.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
( 'anals.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, the Petition of the lllue 
Hill Bank, in Dorchester, for an increase of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Petition of the Tenth Mas
sachusetts Turnpike Corporation, relative to proceedings 

against them in the supreme judicial court.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. W ashburn, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order of the 19th inst. relative 
to the election of members of the House of Representa
tives by a plurality of votes,

Reported, that a majority of the committee are of 
opinion that the act prayed for would be unconstitutional, 
and that they were unanimously of opinion that it would 
be inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

A communication was read by the Speaker, from Jacob 
H. Loud, Treasurer and Receiver-General of the Com
monwealth, transmitting his report for the year 1853, 
which, on motion of Mr. Colburn, of Dedham, was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed.



SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 1851. 117

Papers from the Senate.
Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions of

Ephraim W ard and others,
The Mystic River Corporation,

The Town of Chelsea,

The Town of Medford, 
and The Town of W est Cambridge;

The Petition of Justin Lawrence and others, to be in
corporated as the Nantucket Gas Company, and

The Petition of Henry H. Eaxon and others to be in
corporated as a Gas Company in Quincy ;

Were severally referred to the Committee on Manu

factures.

The Petition of the South Shore Railroad Company, to 
have the terms and manner of doing business fixed, upon 
which said South Shore Railroad Company may enter 
upon and use the Old Colony Railroad,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

The Remonstrance of Thos. Richardson against the 
Petition of the Boylston Bank, was referred to the Com
mittee on Banks and Banking.
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The Orders of the House of the fourth instant, relative 
to a committee to examine the Constitution,

And,

of the eighteenth instant, relative to Orders oi Notice, 
were amended,

Severally in concurrence.

A communication from David Wilder, Jr., Auditor, 
transmitting the account of Jacob H. Loud, Treasurer 
and Receiver-General, of the amount received into and 
paid from the Treasury, from Jan. 28, 1853, to December 
31, 1853, was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the Report 

from the Committee on Accounts, relative to the cost of 
printing the Debates of the late Constitutional Conven
tion ; and, after debate, on motion of Mr. W iggin, of 
Boston,

The Report was recommitted to the committee, with 
instructions to report a detailed account of the items of 

the aggregate expense.
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Sent up for concurrence.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 

Bill

“ Relating to obtaining goods by false pretences.”

.Amendments were offered by Mr. W ashburn, of Bos
ton, and Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, which were severally 
rejected, and pending the question on an amendment 
offered by Mr. Farrar, of Boston,

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Orders of 
the Day were laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence,

The House

Adjourned.



/
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Brinley, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Clerk procure for the use of the House, twenty 
copies of the Supplements to the Revised Statutes, brought 
down to the year 1853.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Pay Roll be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing for the monthly 
payment of the members of the Legislature.

On motion of Mr. Brinley, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that all the rules of the House in reference to reconsid
eration of votes, be referred to a Special Committee.

Mr. Gaston, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of 
Lucy S. Keyes, to discharge a certain trust.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Clapp, of Boston, offered the following Preamble 
and Order:—

Whereas, the present high rates of ocean postage are 
almost universally regarded as an exorbitant and injuri- 

10
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ous tax upon the commercial and friendly correspondence 
of all the sea-divided nations of Christendom, opposing 
a very serious barrier to their intercourse, and fettering 
those socializing influences, which the cheap and expe
ditious means of communication- between them by steam 
and telegraph are calculated to produce, cramping that 
interchange of sympathy and intelligence between their 
religious, benevolent, scientific and literary societies, 
which is so vitally necessary to the objects they are found
ed to promote; thus, in various ways impeding the dif
fusion of knowledge, and the spirit of good-will among 
men, and checking the legitimate influence of the politi
cal institutions of this Republic upon other countries; 
and

TV hereas, the charges for the transit service on letters 
crossing the Atlantic, fall with grevious and oppressive 
weight upon the millions in this country who were born 

in Europe, and who, it is fairly estimated, write and 
receive nearly half the letters conveyed between Europe 
and the United States, thus aggravating the bitterness of 
their separation from the friends and homes of their youth, 
and frequently sundering the most sacred ties of nature, 
by closing the current of that communion of affection 
upon which they subsist; and
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Whereas, though the transportation of letters by sea 
is less expensive than their conveyance by land, the trans
mission of a letter three thousand miles, within the Union, 
is now performed for three cents, while for the mere 
transit service on one of the same weight, and to the 
same distance, between Boston and Liverpool, nineteen 
cents are demanded; and

Whereas, the Agent of a new company of screw 
steamers between this country and Great Britain, has 
publicly and repeatedly offered to convey any number of 
letters between the two countries, for two cents each; 
and

Whereas, a Committee of Inquiry is to be appointed 
by the British Parliament, during its present session, for 
the purpose of investigating the proposition of reducing 
the transit service on all letters crossing the sea from that 
country, to one penny or two cents, as a preliminary step 
to the adoption of this low rate of ocean postage; and

Whereas, it would only require the cordial coopera
tion of the United States and Great Britain, in order to 
establish this system over nearly the whole ocean surface 
of the globe, from which no nation in the world would
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derive or impart a greater benefit than the people of this 
country;—Therefore,

Ordered, T h a t ------------------- be a committee, with
such as the Senate may join, to consider and report upon 
the expediency of memorializing Congress for the passage 
of an Act which shall establish cheap ocean postage.

And the Order was adopted.

Mr. TV inn, of W est Cambridge, presented the Petition 
of Levi Russell and others, for an alteration of the law 
relating to fisheries in Mystic River.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Holt, of Lowell, the Petition of Wm. Davidson 
and others, for a Penny Savings Bank in Lowell.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking:.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of Freeman L. 
Cushman and others, to be incorporated as the Boston 
Provident Real Estate Association.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of Samuel W. 
Hawes and others, to be incorporated as an Oil Company.
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Mr. Plummer, of Boston, the Petition of James Kidder 
and others, of East Boston ;

And

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of Francis G. 
Pratt and others, of Malden ;

Severally in aid of that of the Town of Chelsea, for a 
Bridge from Chelsea to East Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Poole, of Lowell, the Petition of Josiah B. French 
and others, of Lowell;

Mr. Brown, of Salem, the Petition of Stephen C. Phil
lips and others, of Salem ;

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of J. E. Stan- 
wood and others, of M alden;

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, those of John Northend and 
others, of Newbury;

And

Lilley Eaton and others, of South Reading,

Severally that the Boston and Maine Railroad may use 
steam power to enter their depot in Boston.
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Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, the Remonstrance of Jere
miah Wetherbee and others, against the Petition of Gay- 

ton P. Osgood and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Petition of Justin Jones 
and others, that the present State Printer may be re

tained.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Peti
tion of Dutton & Wentworth.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Thayer, of Worcester, by leave, introduced a Bill 
“ To Incorporate the Bank of Mutual Redemption.”

W hich was read and committed to the Committee on 
Banks and Banking.

Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, by leave, introduced a Re
solve “ To pay the late Acting Clerk of the House of 
Representatives,”

And

Under a suspension of the rules the Resolve received its 
several readings and passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Public Buildings,
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reported that the use of the hall be granted to Rev. 
John B. W ight, of Wayland, to-morrow afternoon ; and 
on motion, the Report was accepted.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of 
Thomas H. Perkins and others, with all the Petitions 
and Remonstrances relative to the act regulating the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating drinks, were taken 
from the files of last year and referred to the Joint 
Special Committee on so much of the Governor’s Address 
as relates to the subject of legislation upon public 
morals.

Sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, tha t the Joint Special Committee on so much 
of the Governor’s Address as relates to Amendments of 
the Constitution take into consideration the propriety of 
amending the Constitution so as to accomplish, substan
tially, the following results :—

First, To change the day of election from the second 
Monday in November to the Tuesday after the first Mon
day in November.

Second, To have a Senate of forty members, to be 
chosen in single districts, based on legal voters.

Third, To abolish the Council, and, in lieu thereof, to 
have the Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State,
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Treasurer and Attorney-General, the Constitutional Ad
visers of the Governor.

Fourth, To limit the House of Representatives to 
three hundred and fifty, making the representation as 
equal as practicable by preserving the principle of Town 
Representation.

Fifth, To limit the pay of members of the Legislature, 
to one hundred days in each year.

Sixth, That the Legislature shall not create Corpora
tions by special act, when the subject is attainable by 
general laws.

Seventh, To provide generally for the election directly 
by the people, of State and County officers now appointed 
by the Governor.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of 
Abner Gardner and others.

The Petition of the Town of Norwich, for change of 
name, was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of Thomas Emerson and others, for a 
Bank in South Reading, was referred to the Committee 
on Banks and Banking.

The Petition of Samuel Mower and others, in aid of
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that of R. W. Holman and others, was referred to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Remonstrance of W . L. Beal and others, against 
the Petition of Gayton P. Osgood and others, was refer
red to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

The Senate Bill

“ To authorize the Supreme Judicial Court to restrain 
Railroad Corporations, by injunction, from entering upon 
and using land hr certain cases,”

Was read, and referred to the Committee on the Ju 

diciary.

The Senate Bill

“ Extending the times for constructing the Danvers 
and Georgetown and the Danvers Railroads,”

W as read and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the Bill

“ Relating to Obtaining Goods by False Pretences,”

The question being upon the amendment offered by Mr.



130 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE

Farrar, of Boston, and after debate the amendment was 
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Shackford, of Chicopee, the vote 
whereby the House yesterday rejected the amendment 
offered by Mr. W ashburn, of Boston, was reconsidered, 
and, after debate, the amendment of Mr. W ashburn was 
adopted.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, moved to further amend the Bill, 
by striking out the whole of the second section; and, 
after debate, the amendment was rejected.

The question then recurred upon passing the Bill as 
amended, to be engrossed, which was decided in the 
affirmative, and the Bill was sent up for concurrence.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Report from the Judiciary Committee, relative to the 
election of Representatives by a plurality of votes; and

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Report 
was laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Holt, of Lowell, it was Ordered, that 
the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
whether any action is necessary upon the subject of the 
legal rates of interest; also,

W hether it is expedient to repeal the Usury Laws.

The Speaker announced the following Special Commit

tees, namely:—

On the Order relative to a Memorial to Daniel W eb
ster :

Messrs. Kinsman, of Newburyport,
Tilton, of Boston,
Lane, of Lunenburg,
Wales, of Randolph,
Gorham, of Barre,
Crafts, of Roxbury,
Strickland, of Otis,
Smith, of Middlefield,
Hammond, of Charlton,
Moore, of Salem,
Temple, of Gill,

and Smith, of Truro.
11
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On the Order relative to Ocean Postage,

Messrs. Clapp, of Boston,
Blair, of Southbridge,
Wilson, of Shelburne,
Reed, of East Bridgewater, 

and Dean, of Taunton.

On the Order relative to Motions of Reconsideration, 

Messrs. Brinley, of Boston,
Cole, of Sutton,
Campbell, of Plainfield,
Gardner, of Hanover, 

and Moody, of Chicopee.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Joint Committee on Railways and Canals be in
structed to consider the expediency of requiring, by a 
general law, that railroad companies shall furnish greater 
security for the lives of persons travelling thereon.

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, presented the Petition of 
Lucius Boltwood and others, of Amherst, in aid of that 
>of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Faulkner, of Malden, the Petition of John Shelton 
and others, of Melrose, that the Boston and Maine Rail
road may enter their depot in Boston with steam power.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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Mr. Taylor, of Great Barrington, the Petition of the 
Mahaiwe Bank, of Great Barrington, for increase of cap

ital,

And

that of I. Sumner and others, citizens of Berkshire 

County, in aid of the same.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the Petition of H. K. 
Oliver and others, of Lawrence, for incorporation as the 

Pemberton Bank.

Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, the Petition of the Bristol 
County Bank in Taunton.

Mr. Seamans, of Boston, the Petition of the Mechanics’ 
Bank of Boston.

Severally for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. W inn, of W est Cambridge, the Petition of A. G. 
Peck and others, for leave for the Medford Gas Company 
to extend their pipes to W est Cambridge.

Mr. Hood, of Somerset, the Petition of T. J. Cogges- 
hall and others, for incorporation as the Boston Stone 

Foundry Company.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Ives, of Salem, the Petition of Asahel Hunting- 
ton and others, of Salem, for the relief of William H. 
Copeland.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Hood, of Somerset, the Petition of the Town of 
Somerset, for an additional privilege in Taunton Great 
Iliver.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Petition of 

James Dana and others, for the annexation of Charles
town to Boston, was taken from the files of last year, and

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

On motion of Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, the papers 

relative to the Ten H our Law, were taken from the files 
of last year, and

Referred to the joint special committee on that sub
ject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on Leave of Ab

sence, reported leave of absence to Air. Day, of Bradford, 
for five days from this date.

And the Report was accepted.

Air. AVashburn, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to Avhom was referred the Senate Bill, authorizing the 

Supreme Judicial Court to restrain railroad corporations, 
by injunction, from entering upon and using land in cer
tain cases,

Reported,

That said Bill ought to pass ; and the Bill was ordered 

to a second reading.

Air. AVells, from the Committee on Printing, to whom 
was referred the Order of January 19th, relative to print
ing an additional number of the State Prison Report,

Reported,

“ A Resolve in addition to a Resolve for printing the 
State Prison Report”—which was read, and ordered to a 

second reading.

The House Resolve, “ to pay the late Acting Clerk of 
the House of Representatives,” was passed to be enacted, 
and sent to the Senate.
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Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 
of

Charles Smith,
William Pope,
J. G. Kidder,
The Town of Norwich,
Irani Smith and others,
Philip Bowers and others,
John H. Gregory and others, 

and The South Shore Railroad Company, 
in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 

Orders of the Day, the first subject being the Senate 
Bill,

“ Extending the time for constructing the Danvers and 
Georgetown, and the Danvers Railroads,”

And the same was ordered to a third reading, and, 
under a suspension of the Rules, ivas passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Report of 
the Judiciary Committee relative to the election of repre
sentatives by a plurality of votes, was taken from the 
table and accepted.

On motion of Mr. Dexter, of Boston,
The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Lynde, of Stoneham, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the expe
diency of increasing the fees allowed by law to Sheriffs, 
Deputy-Sheriffs and Constables.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, it was Or
dered, that the Judiciary Committee consider if any, and 
what legislation is necessary, as to requiring Joint Stock 
Companies to take an account of stock and liabilities, and 
certify the same, as required by statute of 1851, chapter 
133, section 9.

Mr. Adams, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
James Smith, of Marblehead, for the enactment of a law 
to require part owners of houses to keep their respective 
parts in such repair, as not to injure other part owners.

Also,

The Petition of the same gentleman relative to the use 
of sleigh-bells.

Mr. Parker, of Greenfield, the Petition of the Green
field Aqueduct Company, for leave to pass through cer
tain lands.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
12



138 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr. Williams, of Boston, the Petition of J ohn Jeffries, 
Jr., for authority to sell certain Beal Estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Wetherbee, of Boston, it was 
Ordered, that the Secretary of State be instructed to 
report for the use of the Legislature, what commissions 
have been created during the years 1851, 1852, and 
1853—the purposes of each, with the authority under 
which they have been instituted, and the expense incurred 
thereby— together with the names of persons commis
sioned, and the amount of money paid to each ; and also, 
what commmissions are now extant, with the names of 
persons holding the same, and the salary attached to each, 
and by whom paid.

Mr. Brown, of Tolland, presented the Petition of the 
inhabitants of that town, for the establishment of the 
west line of said town.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, presented the Petition of Levi 
B. P ratt and others, to repeal so much of the Charters 
of the Boston and Maine, Boston and Lowell, and 
Eastern Railroad Companies, as allows them to cross 
Causeway Street, in Boston.
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Mr. Reed, of Milton, the Petition of Robert M. Todd 
and others, for leave to extend the Dorchester and Milton 
Branch Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Colby, of Salisbury, the Petition of Thomas I. 
Clark and others, to be incorporated a's the Amesbury 
and Salisbury Gas Light Company.

Mr. Dexter, of Boston, the Petition of the E. Carver 
Company, of East Bridgewrater, for increase of cap
ital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Wales, of Randolph, the Petition of Bela Keith 
and others, for a bank in North Bridgewater.

Mr. Ayer, of Lowell, the Petition of Iiarlin  Pillsbury 
and others, for a bank in Lowell.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of Stephen Dow and 
others, for a Fourpenny Savings Institution in Woburn.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.
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Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of E. Ilasket 
Derby and others,

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, that of Jepthah P. W oodbury 

and others, of Lynn,

Severally in aid of that of the town of Chelsea.

Severally referred to the Committee on Loads and 

Bridges.

Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, the Petition of B. N. Clark 
and others, of Mt. Washington, for the removal of the 
Court House in Berkshire.

Leferred to the joint special committee on that sub
ject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, whereby the House yesterday accepted the Leport 
of the Judiciary Committee, relative to the election of 
Kepresentatives by a plurality of votes,

W hich motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the Petition 

of Isaac D. Cobb and others, to be set off from Methuen 
and annexed to Lawrence, was taken from the files of 
last year, and
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Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wells, from the Committee on Printing, to whom 
was recommitted the Order of the 13th instant, relative 
to furnishing the members of the Legislature with copies 
of the Debates of the late Constitutional Convention,— 
with instructions,—submitted a detailed Report ; and,

On motion, the Report was accepted, and the Order 
was adopted.

Mr. Erinley, from the Special Committee to whom was 
referred the Order of the 23d instant, relative to the 
rules concerning the reconsideration of votes,

Reported

Certain amendments, which were read, and placed in the 
Orders of the Day, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Washburn, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order of the 14th instant, 
relative to extending the provisions of law which relate 
to taking the poor debtor’s oath, to actions of tort,

Reported,

Inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

*
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Mr. Moore, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Gideon Beck and 
others,

Eeported

A Bill “ to incorporate the Dorchester Gas Light Com
pany,”

W hich was read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Joint Special Committee, to whom 
was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates 
to legislative interposition upon moral subjects, be in
structed to consider the expediency of providing by law 
for the sale of cider, wine, and other intoxicating liquors, 
as a beverage, and for domestic and culinary purposes, to 
operate in such cities or towns as may, by popular vote, 
to be taken every three years, decide in favor of such 
licenses—the same to be granted by the Mayor and Al
dermen, or Selectmen, for one year, upon such terms and 
conditions as they may deem to be for the public interest, 
and revocable by them for a breach of any such condi
tions.

Also, that the same committee consider the expediency 
of prohibiting, by penal enactment, the sale of adulterated
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and impure liquors as a beverage.

Ordered, that the Committee on Railways and Canals 
consider the expediency of providing, that Railroad Com

panies now existing, or which may hereafter be incorpo
rated, shall be required to raise their bridges, and beams 
of bridges underneath which their trains do or may pass, 
to a height sufficiently elevated to clear the heads of their 
brakemen, when standing erect on the tops of the highest 
freight cars run over their roads.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 

of

Ithamar Conkey and others, (as amended,)

Daniel Day and others,
Isaac F. Shephard and others,
Winslow W right and others,
Oliver Ames and others,
P. E. Kingman and others,
Edward Edmunds and others, 

and Charles L. Putnam and others.

The Petition of the Towns of Reading and Lynnfield,

And

The Report of the Viewing Committee thereon,
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Were severally committed to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of Christopher Lufkin, for leave to build 
a wharf in Gloucester,

And,

The Petition of Epes Marchant and others, for leave 
to extend their wharf in Gloucester,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Mercan

tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petitions of
The Grocers’ Bank, in Boston,
The Eliot Bank, in Boston,
The Metacomet Bank, in Fall River, 

and The Machinists’ Bank, in Taunton, 
severally for increase of capital.

The Petition of George B. Neal and others, for a 
Penny Savings Bank in Charlestown,

And,

The Petition of the Trustees of the New Bedford 
Institution for Savings, for leave to hold Real Estate,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking.

The Remonstrance of J. B. Clapp and others, against 
the Petition of Gayton P. Osgood,

W  as referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.
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Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 

Orders of the Day, and

The Bill “ to authorize the Supreme Judicial Court to 
restrain Railroad Corporations, by injunction, from enter
ing upon and using land in certain cases,”

And,

The Resolve “ in addition to a Resolve for printing the 
State Prison Report,”

Were severally passed to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Blair, of Southbridge,

The House

Adjourned.



*
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Lawton, of Fall River, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law, that 
the standing Justices of the several Police Courts shall 
receive annual salaries, in full for all services.

On motion of Mr. Cook, of Chester, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to in
quire if any, and what further legislation is necessary as 
to punishment for the crime of Seduction, and also as to 
furnishing more effectual civil remedy against the se
ducer.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
James Marks and others, of Boston, for the repeal of the 
law prohibiting Theatrical and Musical Entertainments 
on Saturday evenings.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Pierce, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of 
William Pope and others, in aid of that of Chcever New- 
hall and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
13
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Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, the Petition of George 13. 
Atwood and others, for incorporation as the Young 

Men’s Library Association in Taunton.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 

Insurance.

Mr. Russell, of Pittsfield, the Petition of the Trustees 
of the State Reform School and State Board of Agri
culture, for transfer of the charge of the State lands at 

Westborough.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Hall, of Roxbury, the Petition of the Rockland 
Bank, in Roxbury, for increase of capital.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of E. Pearson and 
others, in aid of that of Edward Edmunds and others.

Also,

The Remonstrance of John Foster against increasing 

the capital stock of the Tremont Bank, in Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 

Banking.

Mr. Jones, of Boston, presented the Petition of Richard 
Shackford and others, of East Boston, in aid of that of 

the Town of Chelsea.
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Mr. Brinley, of Boston, the Remonstrance of T. H. 
Carruth and others, of Chelsea,

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Remonstrance of Charles 
Jackson, Jr., Treasurer of the Glendon Rolling Mills,

Severally against the Petition of the Town of Chelsea.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wales from the special committee to whom was re
ferred the Order of the 16th instant, relative to prepar
ing and printing the Indexes of the General Court Records,

Reported

“ Resolves concerning the Records of the General 
Court.”

Mr. Moore, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Henry IT. Faxon and 
others,

Reported

A Bill “ to incorporate the Quincy Gas Light Company.”

Also,

On the Petition of S. P. Ruggles and others,

Reported

A Bill “ to incorporate the S. P. Ruggles Power Press 
Manufacturing Company.”
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Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that the Committee on Towns consider the 

expediency of making provision by law for ascertaining 
the whole number of acres in each town in this Common
wealth, agreeably to the unanimous recommendation of 
the last Valuation Committee.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Peti
tions of

The Inhabitants of Tolland,
George S. Adams and others.
The Selectmen of Somerset,
George B. Neal,
Levi Russell and others,
Horatio Wood and others,
William Davidson and others,
Cyrenious Hirsch and others,
James Dana and others.

The Petition of Charles Woodberry and others, that 
so much of the Charters of the Eastern, Boston and 
Maine, and Boston and Lowell Railroads, as allows them 
to cross Causeway Street, may be repealed,

The Petition of N. Russell and others, of Plymouth, 
for a Railroad from Plymouth to Wareham,
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The Petition of the Eastern Railroad Company to 
change the terminus of the Saugus Branch Railroad,

Also,

The Petition of the same company, to extend the time 
for the completion of their road into Boston,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

The Senate Bills,

“ Concerning the Eliot Fire Insurance Company,”

And,

m “ Authorizing the Pilgrim Society to hold additional 
Real Estate,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the motion 
offered yesterday, by Mr. Tuttle, of Lowell, to reconsider 
the vote whereby the House, on Tuesday last, accepted
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the Report from the Judiciary Committee relative to the 
election of Representatives by a plurality of votes, and 
after debate, the motion to reconsider was negatived.

The Report of the Special Committee, recommending 
certain amendments to the Rules relating to the reconsid-

I

eration of votes, was then taken up, and after debate, the 
amendments were rejected.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Orders of 
the Day were laid upon the table.

The Engrossed Bill (Senate) “ extending the time for 
constructing the Danvers and Georgetown, and Danvers 
Railroads,” passed to be enacted.

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Salem, 

The House

Adjourned.





•
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that the Standing Committee on Printing be au
thorized to cause to he printed, from time to time, for the 
use of the House, such papers and documents as in the 
judgment of said Committee, may be expedient or neces
sary for the information of members.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of Fran
cis C. Clarke, for leave to sell real estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Clark, of Northboro’, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Library be instructed to con
sider the expediency of the purchase, by the Common
wealth, of the copyright of the present Constitution, now 
owned by Dutton & Wentworth, and published by their 
consent in the Rules and Orders of the Legislature ; yi 
order that the people may be enabled to know exactly 
what form of government they live under, without being 
indebted to the courtesy of publishers, which may at any 
time he withdrawn.

14
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Mr. "VVetherbee, of Boston, presented the Remon
strance of William H. Conn and others, in aid of that of 
William Blake and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Air. Colt, of Pittsfield, the Petitions of

Seymour Rockwell and others of Stockbridge,
John Carriel and others, of New Marlboro’,
Horace Faulkner and others, of Great Barrington,
W. IP. Carson and others, of Hinsdale,
W . S. Huntington and others, of Becket;

Mr. Seeley of Adams, those of

B. B. Allen and others, of Adams and Florida,
Wm. E. Bray ton and others of Adams ;

Air. Pierce of Windsor, that of A. AI. Jordan and 

others, of Windsor ;

Severally for the removal of the Court House in Berk

shire.
#

Severally referred to the joint special committee on 
that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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A communication was received from the Secretary, 
transmitting the Sheriffs’ Returns for the year 1853.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Public Buildings, 
reported that the use of the Hall be granted to A. W. 
Rice, of Marlboro’, on Wednesday evening next, for the 
organization of a Legislative Temperance Society, and 
for holding meetings of said Society once a fortnight dur
ing the present session. •

Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on Leave of Ab

sence, reported leave of absence to Mr. Benton, of Rich
mond, for five days from this date.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the City Council of 
Lynn,

Reported

A Bill “ in addition to an Act to establish the City of 
Lynn.”

Mr. Abbott, from the Committee on the Pay Roll, to 
whom was referred the Order of the 23d instant, relative 
to the monthly payment of Members,
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Reported

A Resolve “ for the pay of the Legislature and its Offi
cers, monthly.”

Mr. Thompson, from the Committee on the Militia, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Boston Light 
Artillery, and the Order of the 21st instant, relative to 
Cavalry Companies,

Reported

A Bill “ concerning the Militia.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The hour having arrived, specially assigned for the 
election of Overseers of Harvard University, the Senate 
came in ; and, the votes having been taken, it appeared 
that

Messrs. Abbot Lawrence, of Boston,
John II. Clifford, of New Bedford,
Marcus Morton, of Taunton,
Richard Fletcher, of Boston,
George Morey, of Boston,
George W . Blagden, of Boston,
Nathaniel Cogswell, of Yarmouth,
Thomas Worcester, of Boston,
Reuben A. Chapman, of Springfield, 

and Joel Hayden, of Williamsburg, 
were severally elected, and that

Baron Stow, of Boston,

was elected to fill the vacancy occasioned by the decease 
of Daniel Sharp.
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The business for which the two branches had con
vened having been accomplished, the convention dis
solved, and the Senate withdrew.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House yesterday rejected the Report 
of the Special Committee concerning the Rules relative 
to the reconsideration of votes.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of Ste
phen Dow and others.

Ordered, that the Clerk of the Senate give notice to

Messrs. Abbot Lawrence,
John H. Clifford,
Marcus Morton,
Richard Fletcher,
George Morey,
George W. Blagden,
Nathaniel Cogswell,
Thomas Worcester,
Reuben A. Chapman, 

and Joel ITayden,
that they have been elected Overseers of Harvard College ; 
and also, inform the Secretary of State of their election.
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Also,

That the Clerk of the Senate give notice to Rev. 
Baron Stow, D. I)., that he has been elected a member 
of the Board of Overseers of Harvard College, to take 
the place of Rev. Daniel Sharp, D. D., deceased.

The Petition of George B. Atwood and others came 
down from the Senate non-concurred in its reference to 
the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, and 
committed to the Committee on Education.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the Report of 
the Judiciary Committee, that it is inexpedient to legis
late relative to the poor debtor’s oath on mesne process, 
in actions of tort, the question being upon its accept
ance.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, moved to recommit the Report, 
with instructions to the Committee to report a Bill pre
sented by him, “ for the further relief of poor prisoners 
committed on mesne process.”

And,

On motion of Mr. Pond, the whole subject was laid 
upon the table, and the documents were ordered to be 

printed.
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The Senate Bill, “ to authorize the Supreme Judicial 
Court to restrain Bailroad Corporations, by injunction, 
from entering upon and using land in certain cases,”

Was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The House Resolve, “ in addition to a Resolve for 
printing the State Prison Report,”

Was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Bills, “ To incorporate the Quincy ‘Gas Light 
Company,”

“ To incorporate the S. P. Ruggles Power Press Man
ufacturing Company,”

“ Concerning the Eliot Fire Insurance Company,”
“ Authorizing the Pilgrim Society to hold additional 

Real Estate,”

And,

“ To incorporate the Dorchester Gas Light Company,” 
(as amended,)

Were severally ordered to a third reading.

The Resolves “ concerning the Records of the General 
Court,”

Were amended, on motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston, and
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Mr. Brinley, of Boston, and ordered to a third readm

On motion of Mr. Underwood, of Dennis,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

A communication was received by the Speaker from 
the Adjutant-General, transmitting the annual report of 
the expenses of his office for the year 1853, which was 
read, and sent to the Senate.

9

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, offered the following O rder:—

“ Ordered, that, the Senate concurring, all questions 
pertaining to our federal relations that may arise before 
this Legislature, be referred to a joint special committee, 
consisting, on the part of the Senate, of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate,— on the part of this House, of 
the Judiciary Committee of this House.”

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, the Order 
was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, offered the following O rder:

“ Ordered, that at all regularly notified meetings of the 
Joint Special Committee upon so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to certain proposed amendments to the
Constitution, and at all adjourned meetings of said com- 

15
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mittee, thirteen members thereof shall be a sufficient 
number to constitute a quorum for business.”

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Order was 
laid on the table.

Mr. Rich, of Boston, offered the following O rder:—

“ Ordered, that hereafter, on a motion to reconsider a 
vote, the member who makes the motion be allowed ten 
minutes to explain his reasons for reconsidering, and ten 
minutes be allowed for opposing the motion, and that no 
further time be allowed for the discussion of a motion to 
reconsider.”

Laid over under the Rule.

On motion of Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the expedi
ency of prohibiting by law the exaction of any sum in 
addition to the regular fare, from passengers over the 
several railroads of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on Probate and Chancery con- 
isder the expediency of amending the Insolvent Laws of 
this Commonwealth, by providing that the warrant may
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be served either by an officer of the county in which the 
debtor resides, or that in which he has his usual place of 

business.

Mr. Clark, of Northborough, presented the Petition of 
Oliver Smith and others, of Charlestown, for a remon
strance against any disturbance of the Missouri Com

promise.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, it was Or
dered, that the Joint Committee on Education inquire 
into the expediency of reducing all laws of the Common
wealth relating to Education, to a single statute.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Eagle Fire Insurance Company, for leave to hold a guar
antee capital.

Mr. Jones, of Boston, the Petition of B. L. Fernald and 

others, for leave to extend a wharf at East Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
the Mayor and Aldermen of New Haven, Connecticut,
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And

The Petition of the New York and Boston Railroad 
Company ;

Mr. Holmes, of Boston, the Petition of William It. 
Smith and others, of Portland, Connecticut ;

Mr. Wells, of Boston, the Petition of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of Middletown, Connecticut ;

Severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, the Petition of William 
Knapp and others, of Boston.

Mr. Walden, of Lynn, the Petition of Alfred A. Pratt, 
and others,

And

The Petition of Aaron Lurnmus and others, of Lynn,

Severally in aid of that of the Town of Chelsea.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Pitch, from the committee appointed to tender
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the thanks of this House to the Rev. Miner Raymond, for 
his Sermon before the Executive and the two branches of 
the Legislature, and to request a copy for publication,

Reported

That they had received a copy, which they submitted 

with their Report.

The Report was accepted.

Mr. Lawton, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of the 20th 
inst., relative to notice of sales of real estate,

Reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Wells, from the Committee on Printing, to whom 
was referred the Order of the 16 th instant, relative to 

the Debates and Proceedings of the Convention of 1820,

Reported

That it is inexpedient to procure said Debates, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of 

the subject.

Severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Brinley, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Petition of Lucy S. Keyes,
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Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of Lucy S. Iveyes.”

Also,

On the Petition of John Jeffries, Jr., of Boston, 

Reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of John Jeffries Jr.”

Also,

On the Order of the 18th instant, relative to the 256th 
and 32-ith Chapters of the Acts of 1851,

Reported

A Bill “ concerning the adoption of children, and 

change of names of persons.”

Mr. South worth, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
to whom was referred the Petition of George Adams and 

others,

Reported

A Bill “ to incorporate the Lawrence Carpet Company.

Mr. Stevens, from the same Committee, to whom was 
referred the Petition of Henry F. Thing and others, 

Reported

A Bill “ to incorporate the Sagamore Mills.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, moved a reconsideration 

of the vote, whereby the House, on Friday, Ordered to a
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third reading the Resolves concerning the Records of the 
General Court.

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of N. 

Russell and others.

Ordered, that the Committee . on Manufactures be in
structed to consider the expediency of passing a General 
Act for the establishment of Gas Companies.

Ordered, that the Committee on so much of the Gov

ernor’s Address as relates to amendments of the Constitu
tion, consider the expediency of so amending the Consti
tution that the House of Representatives shall consist of 
not more than three hundred and twenty, and not less 
than one hundred and twenty members—to be chosen in 
single districts, such districts to be as nearly equal as 

may be in the number of qualified voters, and each dis
trict to be entitled to elect one representative only.

Ordered, that Messrs. Warren, of Middlesex, and Man
sur, of Worcester, with such as the House of Represent
atives may join, be appointed a committee to consider and 
report upon the relation which subsists between the
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Commonwealth and Harvard College—whether the con
nection between them can be legally dissolved ? and if so, 

whether the separation be expedient 1

Also,

That the same Committee be instructed to consider and 
report, what are the obligations, if any, incumbent upon 
the Commonwealth, in reference to all the Colleges 
which have been incorporated by the Legislature. .

The Petition of W. F. Goodwin and others, for the 
passage of a General Act for the incorporation of Loan 
and Fund Associations, was referred to a joint special 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Kimball and Whitman, 
on the part of the Senate, to he joined.

The several Petitions of

William F. Bacon and others, of Pittsfield,

and John Jones and others, of Pittsfield,

For the removal of the Court House in Berkshire,

Were referred to the joint special committee on that 

subject.

The Petition of J. M. Flood and others, (taken from 
the files of last year,) for a bridge across Broad Cove, 
between Dightoa and Somerset,
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Was referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

The Petition of the Boylston Medical School, for pow

er to hold real estate, was

Referred to the Committee on Education.

The Petition of Gardner W hitman and others in aid 

of that of R. W. Holman and others,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 

and Insurance.

The Petition of the Newburyport Railroad Company, 
forjeave to construct a branch to the Merrimac River in 

Newburyport;

The Petition of the Hampden and Hampshire Railroad 
Company, for leave to issue bonds,

And

The Remonstrance of Henry N. Hooper and others, of 
Boston, against the Petition of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad for leave to enter their depot with steam power;

The Petition of George Wilson and others, for a Gas 

Company in Marblehead,

And

The Petition of William L. Hathaway and others, to 
be incorporated as the Taunton Iron W orks Company,
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^  ere severally referred to the Committee on Manufac
tures.

rl'he Petitions of Timothy Daniels and others, for a 
Bank in Ilolliston,

Benjamin Dana and others, for a Bank in Water- 
town,

George W. W hite and others, for a Bank in Charles
town,

And

The Bristol County Savings Bank, for authority to in
vest surplus interest in real estate,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, the first subject being the motion 
to reconsider the vote whereby the House on Thursday 
last, rejected the Report of the Special Committee con
cerning the Rules relative to the reconsideration of votes, 
and after debate, the motion to reconsider was lost,

The Bill “ to incorporate the S. P. Rnggles Power 

Press Manufacturing Company,” was laid upon the table 
and ordered to be printed.
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The “ Kesolve for the pay of the Legislature and its 

Officers monthly,”

And

The Bill “ Concerning the Militia,”

Were severally ordered to a third reading.

The House Bills,

“ To Incorporate the Dorchester Gas Light Company,” 
“ To incorporate the Quincy Gas Light Company,”

And Senate Bills,

“ Concerning the Elliot Fire Insurance Company,”
“ Authorizing the Pilgrim Society to hold additional 

real estate,”

Were severally passed to be engrossed ; the first two 
sent up for concurrence, the last two in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Jenks, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, it was Ordered, 
that the Judiciary Committee consider the expediency of 
providing, by law, that no convict shall be removed from 
the State Prison upon writ of habeas corpus, or other 
process, for the purpose of being produced as a witness 
in any civil or criminal proceeding.

On motion of Mr. Dexter, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the expe
diency of amending the 9th section of the 312th chapter 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to the filing of declara
tions in suits at law.

The Order offered on Saturday, by Mr. Rich, of Boston, 
was taken up and adopted.

Mr. A. R. Nye, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of the Mayor and Aldermen of New Bedfoi’d, for leave 
to construct a town way across the Old South burying- 
ground in that city.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Moore, of W altham, the Petition of Edward 
Howard and others, for incorporation as the W altham
Improvement Company.

16
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Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Pond, of Boston, the Petition of Charles E. Barry 
and others, in aid of that of Edward Edmunds and 

others.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Bradbury, of Newton, the Petitions of Warren 
Ellis and others, of Newton Centre,

And

James Taylor and others, of Newton Upper Falls, 
severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 

Company.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, the Petition of the Old 
Colony Railroad Company, for leave to extend their road 
from Bridgewater to the State Line in Fall River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Underwood, from the Committee on Leave of Ab
sence, reported leave of absence to Mr. Goulding, of 
Sherborn, for three weeks, from the 23d instant.

Report accepted.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lawrence, moved a reconsideration of
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the vote whereby the House, on Saturday, indefinitely 

postponed the Order offered by Mr. Holmes, of Boston, 

relative to questions pertaining to our Federal relations.

Mr. Wiggin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House on Saturday, referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, the Petition of Oliver Smith and 
others, of Charlestown.

Mr. Conkey, of Amherst, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House this morning adopted the 
Order, offered on Saturday, by Mr. Rich, of Boston.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, that in all meetings of the joint special com
mittee to whom was committed so much of the Govern
or’s Address as relates to the subject of amendments to 
the Constitution, fifteen members of the committee shall 
constitute a quorum for doing business.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions of

Levi B. P ratt and others,
Robert M. Todd and others,
The Eastern Railroad Company, 

and The Newburyport Railroad Company.
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The Petition of William N. Flvnt and others, in aid of 
that of Philos B. Tyler and others; and

The Petition of John Bacon and others, that so much 
of the Charters of the Eastern, Boston and Maine, and 
Boston and Lowell Railroads as allows them to cross 
Causeway Street, in Boston, may be repealed;

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petition of J. I). Towle and another, to be paid for 

Plans for alteration of State House, was referred to the 
Committee on Claims.

The Petition of Harvey Hartshorn and others, for the 
incorporation of a new town by the name of Washburn,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.
/

The Petition of Benjamin Perkins and others, for in
corporation as the Boston Stone Dressing Company, ■

And

The Petition of James F. Whittemore and others, for 
incorporation as the American Manufacturing Company,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Manufac
tures.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Bill “ to establish a Police Court in the town of 

Haverhill,”

Was read, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed.

The Bills,

“ Concerning Loans by Banks to the Commonwealth,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Doctrinal Tract 
and Book Society,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Conway 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ Concerning the Webster Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company,’ ’

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the D ay ; the first subject being the motion 
offered by Mr. Benchley, of Worcester, on Saturday, to 
reconsider the vote whereby the House on Friday last 
ordered to a third reading, the “ Resolves concerning the 
Records of the General Court,” and, after debate, the 
motion to reconsider was lost.
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The Report, “ Inexpedient to legislate,” on purchasing 
the Debates of the Constitutional Convention of 1820, 
was laid upon the table.

The Report, “ Inexpedient to legislate,” on the Order 

of the 20th instant, relative to notice of sales by execu
tors, &c., was accepted.

The Bills,
“ In  addition to an Act to establish the city of Lynn,”

“ Concerning the adoption of children, and change of 
name of persons,”

And

“ To incorporate the Lawrence Carpet Company,”

And Resolves,
“ On Petition of Lucy S. Keyes,”
“ On Petition of John Jeffries Jr.,”

Were severally ordered to a third reading.

The Bill “ Concerning the Militia,”

And

Resolve “ for the pay of the Legislature and its Officers, 
monthly,”

W ere severally passed to be engrossed, and sent up for
concurrence.
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The Bill “ to incorporate the Sagamore Mills,” 

Was indefinitely postponed.

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Fuller, of Westfield, it was Or
dered, that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 
expediency of so altering the law, that selectmen shall 
not be held liable for refusing a vote of a person quali
fied by law, or for receiving a vote of a person not quali
fied, unless in either case the same is done maliciously 

or knowingly.

On motion of Mr. Tuttle, of Hinsdale, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into the ex
pediency of increasing the fees of Sheriffs and Deputy 
Sheriffs, by allowing eight cents per mile for travel, on 
all precepts to them directed, instead of the present rates 

now allowed by law.

On motion of Mr. Colt, of Pittsfield, it was Ordered, 
that the Judiciary Committee be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of amending the law authorizing the ap
pointment of Commissioners to take the acknowledgment 
of deeds, and other instruments, so as to limit the time 
of holding said offices, and the number of said Commis

sioners.
17
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On motion of Mr. Ladd, of Chicopee, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Railways and Canals be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of enacting a general law 
for the incorporation of Railroad Companies.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Taunton, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on Education be requested to ascer
tain and report—

First. How many pupils have graduated from the sev
eral Normal Schools established and supported at the 
expense of the State, and the average length of time such 
graduates were in attendance upon said Normal Schools \

Second. How many of such graduates are now engaged 
as teachers in the public schools of the State ?

Third. W hat has been the average length of time each 
graduate of said schools, not now employed in the public 
schools of the State, have heretofore, if at all, been so 
employed 1

Fourth. How many of said graduates have never 
taught in our public schools 1

i  lr. Wolcott, of Cheshire, presented the Petition of 
Daniel B. Foster and others, of Cheshire, for the removal 
of the Court House in Berkshire.

Referred to the joint special committee on that, sub
ject.
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Mr. Gould, of Chatham, the Petition of the Selectmen 
of Chatham, for their portion of the School Fund for 

1847.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Wright, of Boston, the Petition of John Iv. Rogers 
and others, of Boston, in aid of that of the Town of 

Chelsea, for a bridge from Chelsea to East Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Grant, of Medway, the Petition of Noah J. Arnold 
and others, of Bellingham,

Mr. Sewall, of Medfield, that of Obed Allen and others, 
of Medfield,

Severally in aid of that of the Charles River Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Ladd, of Chicopee, the Petition of Sylvanus Adams 
and others, in aid of that of Philos B. Tyler and others.

Mr. Plimpton, of Walpole, the Petition of W illard 
Lewis and others, for a railroad from East Walpole to 
the Norfolk County Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Thayer, of Worcester, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote, whereby the House yesterday, indefinitely post
poned the Bill to incorporate the Sagamore Mills.

Motion placed in the orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

An Order,

“ That Messrs. Aspinwall, Field, and Reynolds, be a 
committee, with such as the House may join, to consider 
the expediency of expressing the views of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, upon the question now pending before 
the congress of the United States, in relation to the terri
torial government of Nebraska,”

Was, on motion of Mr. Holmes, of Boston, laid upon 
the table.

The Order relative to purchasing “ the Railroad -Laws 
and Charters of the United States,” came back from the 
Senate, amended, and the House concurred in the amend

ment.

Orders of the Day.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Orders of the day, the first subject being the motion to
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reconsider the vote whereby the House, on Saturday last, 
indefinitely postponed the Order offered by Mr. Holmes, 
of Boston, relative to questions pertaining to our Federal 
relations, and, after debate, the motion to reconsider was 
carried, and the Order was adopted, and sent up for con

currence.

The motion to reconsider the vote, whereby the House 
on Saturday last, referred the Petition of Oliver Smith 

and others, of Charlestown, to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, was carried, and said Petition was referred to 
the joint special committee, on the Order of Mr. Holmes, 
of Boston.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House 
yesterday adopted the Order offered by Mr. Rich, of Bos
ton, was then taken up ; and on that motion Mr. Childs, 
of Westboro’, called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered ;

And the roll having been called, it appeared that the 

motion to reconsider was lost—yeas, 106 ; nays, 137. 
[Yeas and nays, Appendix, No. 1.]

The Senate Bills,

“ Concerning loans by banks to the Commonwealth,”
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“ To change the corporate name of the Doctrinal Tract 
and Book Society,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Conway 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ Concerning the Webster Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company,”

W ere severally ordered to a third reading.

The House Bills,

“ To incorporate the Lawrence Carpet Company,”

“ In  addition to an Act to establish the city of Lynn,”

“ Concerning the adoption of children, and change of 
name of persons,”

And Resolves,

“ Concerning the Records of the General Court,”

“ On the Petition of Lucy S. Keyes,”

“ On the Petition of John Jeiffies, Jr.,”

Were severally passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

The Report relative to purchasing the Debates of the
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Constitutional Convention of 1820, was taken from the 
table and accepted.

The Beport of the Judiciary Committee relative to the 
poor debtor’s oath on mesne process in actions of tort, 
was taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

The Bill “ to incorporate the S. P. Buggies Power 
Press Manufacturing Company,” -was taken from the 
table, amended, passed' to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Pond, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.
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