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At a General Court of the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts, begun and holden at Boston, on the first Wednes
day of January, being the third day thereof, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
and in the seventy-ninth year of the Independence of the 
’: nited States of America, the members elect of the House 
° i Representatives, having convened in the Representa
tives’ Chamber, in the State House, were called to order 
at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, by

Allen B resiuiey, Esq., 
of Taunton,

The oldest member present.
1
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On motion of Mr. Hood, of Somerset, Ordered, that

Messrs. Hood, of Somerset,
Coburn, of Dracut, 

and Warner, of Northampton,
Be a Committee to inform the Secretary of the Common
wealth that the House has been called to order.

And the committee subsequently, through their chair
man, reported that they had attended to the duty assigned 
them.

And thereupon the Secretary transmitted to the House 
a list of all the persons returned as Representatives, to
gether with the original certificates of their election, 
which had been returned to his office.

On motion of Mr. Monroe, of Boston, Ordered, that

Messrs. Monroe, of Boston,
Cooley, of Granville,
Tower, of Cohasset,
Ames, of Conway, 

and Jenkins, of Andover,
Be a Committee to Collect the Credentials of Members, and 
to ascertain if a quorum is present.

And said committee subsequently, through their chair
man. reported that a quorum was present; whereupon it
was
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Ordered, that
Messrs. Fitch, of Hopkinton,

Hawley, of Springfield,
Yose, of Boston,
Morse, of Athol, 

and Bunker, of Nantucket,
Be a Committee to wait upon the Governor, and inform 
him that a quorum of the House has assembled, and that 
the members elect are ready to take and subscribe the 
oaths and affirmations required by the Constitution.

The committee having attended to the duty assigned 
them, reported accordingly.

And soon afterwards the Governor came in, together 
with the Council and the Secretary of the Common
wealth ; and the members present took and subscribed 
the requisite oaths and affirmations.

And then the Governor and Council, with the Secreta
ry, withdrew.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, Ordered, that 

Messrs. Williams, of Boston,
Gifford, of New Bedford,
Root, of Sheffield,
Pope, of Barnstable, 

and Moore, of Abington,
Be a Committee to Collect, Sort and Count the Votes for a 
Speaker of this House.
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And

Said committee, having attended to that duty, reported 
that

D aniel C. Eddy, of Lowell,

Was elected; and that gentleman was conducted to the 
chair bv

Messrs. Phelps, of Lenox, 
and Brown, of Tolland.

On motion of Mr. Prince, of Essex, Ordered, that

Messrs. Lovell, of Boston,
Kinsman, of Salem,
Brown, of Fitchburg,
Moody, of Chicopee, 

and Craven, of Attleboro’,
Be a Committee to Receive, Sort, and Count the Votes 
for a Clerk of the House; and said committee having 
attended to that duty, reported,

That H enry A. Marsh, of Pittsfield, was elected; and

Messrs. Monroe, of Boston,
Presbrey, of Taunton, 

and Williams, of Boston,

Were appointed a Committee to notify Mr. Marsh of his 
election, and to conduct him to the Governor, for the 
purpose of taking and subscribing the requisite oaths of 
office; and the committee having attended to the duty,
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reported through their chairman that Mr. Marsh had 
been qualified for the discharge of the duties of the 
office. %

Attest,

WILLIAM STOWE,

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

On motion,

Messrs. Chapin, of Worcester,
Perry, of Hew Salem,
Vincent, of Edgartown,
Hills, of Prank! in, 

and Eames, of Malden,

Were appointed a Committee to inform the Governor and 
Couficil of the organization of the House, by the choice 
of a Speaker and Clerk. *

On motion,

Messrs. Kimball, of Eastham,
Eames, of Malden,
Brown, of Tolland,
George, of Boston, 

and Churchill, of Pittsfield,
Were appointed a Committee to inform the Senate of the 
organization of the House, by the choice of a Speaker 
and Clerk.
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On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem, it was Ordered, 

that eleven and one-half o’clock to-morrow be especially 

assigned for the choice of Sergoant-at-Arms.

Mr. Peabody, of Lowell, offered the following 
Order:—

That the Sergeant-at-Arms be requested to furnish a 

copy of the State Register, and each day three newspa

pers, to each member.

Mr. Wilder, of Brookline, offered the following amend

ment:—

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 
furnish the members of this House with such newspapers

as they may request, not exceeding in value---------per

week, calculated at the annual subscription price of each 
paper.

Provided, I  hat each member if he shall so elect, may 
receive at the close of the session, such a sum from the
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Treasury as would be equal to the amount above named, 

instead of the papers, as before provided.

Mr. Hinks, of Boston,

Moved to amend, by striking out the proviso ; and 
pending the question, on motion of Mr. Oldham, of Med
ford, the whole subject was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Fitch, of Hopkinton, it was

Ordered, That when this House adjourn, it adjourn to 
eleven o’clock to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury, it was

Ordered, That twelve o’clock to-morrow be assigned 
for the choice of Chaplain.

On motion of Mr. Thaxter, of Plingham, it was

Ordered, That the Rules and Orders of the last session 
be in force until otherwise ordered.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the returns for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, 
as transmitted by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, be
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referred to a Joint Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Palmer, DeWitt, Fletcher, Maine, Vincent, and Sellew, 
of the Senate, and

Messrs. Clark, of Boston,
Kimball, of Salem,
Bradbury, of Boston,
Upham, of Waltham,
Taft, of Upton,
Warner, of Easthampton, 

and May, of Roxbury,

On the part of the House.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the joint Rules and Orders of the Legislature of 
last year be observed until others are adopted.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That Messrs. Albee and Hawks, of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Marsh, of Roxbury,

Chase, of Harwich, 
and Waterman, of South Hadley,

Be a Committee to await on the Governor and Council, 
and inform them that the two branches of the Legisla
ture are now ready to attend public worship.
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On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem, it was

Ordered, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
draft Rules and Orders for the government of the 
House.

Mr. Haskins, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of 
the last recorded vote.

Mr. John L. Fogg, a member elect from the city of 
Boston, appeared and presented his credentials.

Messrs. Clark, of Boston, and Hood, of Somerset, were 
appointed a Committee to wait upon Mr. Fogg to the 
Governor and Council, to be qualified; who attended to 
that duty, and reported accordingly.

Adjourned.

1*
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Stephen Lovell, of Boston.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The following Monitors rvere appointed by the Speak
er:—

1st Division, Kimball, of Salem,
Stewart, of Seekonk.

2d “ Stone, of Boston,
Smith, of Amherst.

3d “ Brown, of Tolland,
Burnham, of Lowell.

4th “ Potter, of Dartmouth,
Penniman, of Braintree.

5th “ Churchill, of Plymouth,
Warner, of Northampton.

6th u Streeter, of Roxbury,
Nye, of Tisbury.

Eastern Gallery, Johnson, of Lawrence.
Western Gallery, Langdon, of Wilbraham.

The Petition of F. R. Witherell and others, for incor
poration as the Mutual Marine Insurance Company, was 
presented by Mr. Lewis.
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Mr. Nye, of New Bedford, presented a Petition of 
Thomas Nye, Jr., and others, for incorporation under the 
name and title of the New Bedford Iron Works.

Mr. Knowles, of Eastham, presented a Petition of 
Joshua Cole and others, for an Act of incorporation for 
the purpose of cutting ice, and improving a stream in 
view of boat navigation, in said town.

Mr. T. C. Webb, of Quincy, presented a Petition of 
the citizens of the town of Braintree, to be annexed to 
the town of Quincy.

Severally laid on the table.

The Orders of the T)ay were taken up, and the motion 
to reconsider the vote, whereby the motion of Mr. Kim
ball, of Salem, to appoint a Committee of Five to Draft 
Rules and Orders, was adopted, was lost, and thereupon 
the following Committee were appointed:—

Messrs. Kimball, of Salem,
King, of Roxbury,
Griffin, of Charlestown,
Rogers, of Worcester, 

and Nash, of Boston.
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Mr. Webster, representative elect of Chelsea, appeared, 
to take his seat; and, on motion,

Messrs. Swift, of Boston, 

and Hanks, of Lowell,

Were appointed a Committee to conduct Mr. Webster to 
the Governor and Council, to be qualified according to 
law; which committee subsequently reported through 
their chairman that they had discharged their duty, and 
that Mr. Webster was qualified according to law.

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Tolland, the House pro
ceeded to the consideration of its Special Assignment for 
the choice of Sergeant-at-Arms.

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester, a Committee of 
One from each Division was appointed to Collect, Sort, 
and Count the Votes for Sergeant-at-Arms, consisting of

Messrs. Wilder, of Brookline,
Chapin, of Worcester,
Peabody, of Lowell,
Hood, of Somerset,
Hiss, of Boston,
Johnson, of Lawrence,
Monroe, of Boston, 

and Langdon, of Wilbraham.
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Which committee subsequently, through their chair

man, reported that the House had made choice of Ben

jamin Stevens, Esq.

Mr. Davis, of Fall River, was appointed Monitor in the 

fifth Division, in place of Mr. Warner, of Northampton.

A communication was read by the Speaker from the 

Clerk of the House, informing the House that he had 

nominated Mr. Stephen N. Gifford as his assistant.

Whereupon, on motion, Messrs. Bradbury, of Boston, 

and Kimball, of Salem, were appointed a Committee to 

conduct Mr. Gifford to the Governor and Council, for 

the purpose of taking and subscribing the oaths of office; 

who attended to their duty, and reported accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston, the House pro

ceeded to the consideration of the Special Assignment for 
the choice of Chaplain.
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On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston, a Committee of 
One from each Division was appointed to Collect, Sort 
and Count the Votes, which Committee consisted of

Messrs. Wilder, of Brookline,
Chapin, of Worcester,
Peabody, of Lowell,
Hood, of Somerset,
Monroe, of Boston,
Hiss, of Boston,
Johnson, of Lawrence, 

and Langdon, of Wilbraham ;

TV ho proceeded to the discharge of their duty, and sub
sequently reported that the House had made no choice.

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, the 
House proceeded to a second ballot for the same.

I he Speaker appointed the same gentlemen a Commit
tee to Collect, Sort and Count the Votes; which commit
tee proceeded to the discharge of their duty, and subse
quently reported that the House had made choice of Rev. 
J. H. Twombly, of Roxbury.

Mi. Claik, ot Boston, asked leave tor the Committee 
on Returns to sit during session; which was granted.
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On motion of Mr. Hinks, of Boston, the Order rela
tive to Newspapers- was taken from the table, and on 
motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston, was again laid on the 
table.

On motion of Mr. Prince, of Essex, the Speaker was 
requested to notify Rev. J. £1. Twombly of his election 
of Chaplain.

m

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that one vacancy existed in the Senate, and that 
the constitutional candidates to till such vacancies were 
as follows:—

Ivory IT. Lucas, of Edgartown, 
and William Barney, of Nantucket.

Also proposing a Convention of the two branches at 
twelve o’clock, M., on Friday next.

Concurred.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
Convention of the two branches on Monday next, at 
twelve and one-half o’clock, P. M., for the choice of a 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, a Treasurer and Re
ceiver-General, for the current political year.

Concurred.
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A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
Convention of the two branches, at twelve o'clock, M., on 
Monday next, for the election of nine Councillors for the 
current political year.

On motion of Mr. Hinlcs, the House concurred.

Paper from the Senate.
«

Ordered, That a Committee of two be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, to confer with a Committee of the 
House of Representatives, to propose joint Rules and 
Orders for the government of the two Houses; and 
Messrs. Evans, of Essex, and Baker, of Middlesex, are 
appointed on the part of the Senate.

Concurred.

And Messrs. Kimball, of Salem,
King, of Roxbury,
Griffin, of Charlestown,
Rogers, of Worcester, 

and Nash, of Boston,

Are joined on the part of the House.
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On motion of Mr. Lincoln, of Deerfield, the Order 
relating to newspapers was taken from the table. The 
previous question was moved by Mr. Iiinks, of Boston, 
which, after some remarks and motions, was, on motion 
of Mr. Stone, of Boston, laid on the table.

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Stone, of Boston,

That when this House adjourn, it adjourn until eleven 
o’clock to-morrow, and that that be the hour of meeting 
until otherwise ordered.

On motion of Mr. Monroe, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.

2
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read and corrected.

On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston, a message was 
sent to the Senate, informing that body of the concur
rence of the House, in the several assignments relative 
to the filling of the vacancy in the Senate; the choice of 
Counsellors, and Secretary, Treasurer and Receiver-Gen
eral of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Wilder,

The Order relative to newspapers was taken from the 
table, and on motion of Mr. Lovell, of Boston, as amend
ed by Mr. Kimball, of Salem, it was committed to a Select 
Committee, to consist of one from each county, with in
structions to report as early as to-morrow morninrr.O*
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The Speaker appointed the following named gentle
men as that Committee:—

Messrs. Lovell, of Boston,
Taft, of Worcester,
Wood, of Tewksbury,
Huse, of Newbury,
Knowles, of Eastham,
Vincent, of Edgartown,
Wilder, of Brookline,
Churchill, of Plymouth,
Warner, of Northampton,
Stebbins, of Chicopee,
Elkins, of Nantucket,
Perry, of New Salem,
Palmer, of Lanesboro’, 

and Rogers, of Mansfield.

Mr. Emory, of Orange, presented a Petition of the 
inhabitants of the town of Erving, for the annexation of 
“ Hicks Grant,” so called, belonging to the town of 
Northfield.

Mr. Freeman, of Orleans,

The Petition of Henry Hendrick and others, of Or
leans, for incorporation as a Fish Weir Company.
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Mr. Chase of Harwich,

The Petition of William W. Eldridge, of Harwich, for 
leave to construct a Fish Weir.

Severally laid on the table.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in, and the 
two branches being assembled in Convention, proceeded 
to till the vacancy in the Senate, and the vote having been 
taken, it appeared that the following named gentleman 
was elected, viz. :—

Ivory 11. L ucas, of Edgartowm.

The business for which the two branches convened, 
having been accomplished, the Senate withdrew.

Paper from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Secretary of the Commonwealth give notice 
to the Hon. Ivory II. Lucas, that he has been elected a 
Senator of this Commonwealth in the manner prescribed 
by the Constitution.
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On motion of Mr. Eobinson, of Newburyport, an Or
der was introduced,

That the Committee on Eules and Orders be instructed 
to report the following Eule: —

' No Petition, Memorial, Eemonstrance, or paper of a like 
nature, shall be received, if presented after the first six 
weeks of the session.

Several amendments were offered, pending the discus
sion of which,

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, of Boston,

The whole subject was laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House prepare, and 
cause to be printed, daily, the Journal of the preceding 
day, (in the form of the printed documents,) for the use 
of the House.
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On motion of Mr. Farwell, of Boston, leave was 
granted to the members of the Legislature belonging to 
the American Party, to use the Hall this evening.

Mr. H untington,

Representative elect from Northampton, appeared, and 
on motion,

Messrs. Vose, of Boston, and Kimball, of Salem, were 
appointed a Committee to conduct Mr. Huntingdon to 
the Governor and Council to be qualified according to 
law, which committee subsequently reported, through 
their chairman, that they had attended to that duty and 
that Mr. Huntington was duly qualified.

A message was received from the Senate, announcing 
the election, on their part, of Benjamin Stevens, Esq., as 
Sergeant-at-Arms.

On motion of Mr. Ivim vies, of Eastham,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. 'Bryant, of Boston, presented the Petition of E. 
Forristall and R. D. Parmlee, for a line of omnibusses 
from the foot of Summer Street, in Boston, to Somerville.

Mr. Pettingill, of Gloucester, the Petition of Joshua 
P. Trask and others, of Gloucester, for the establishment 
of a Five Cents Savings Bank.

Mr. Smith, of Amherst, the ‘'Atition of John Russell, 
to be set off from the town ol elham to Amherst.

Mr. Johnson, of Boston, the Petition of the City of 
Boston, relative to the Back Bay Lands.

Severally laid on the table.
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A communication was received from the Treasurer, 
relative to the expenses of his office, for the year ending 
December 31, 1854.

A communication from the Treasurer was received, 
covering a Deport of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund of the Western Railroad Corporation.

Severally laid on the table.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Clerk of the Senate give notice to B enjamin 
Stevens, that he has been chosen Sergeant-at-Arms for 
the current political year.

A Report of the Joint Special Committee on returns of 

votes for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor,

Accepted, in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence,

I hat a Committee be appointed, to be joined, to inform 
the lion. H enry J. Gardner that he has been elected
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Governor of this Commonwealth, in the manner pre
scribed by the Constitution, for the present political year, 
and that the Legislature will be ready to attend upon 
him in taking and subscribing the oath required to qual
ify him for that office, as soon as it would suit his con
venience.

Also, to inform the Hon. Simon Brown that he has ‘ 
been elected Lieutenant-Governor of this Commonwealth 
for the current year, and that the Legislature will attend 
to his being qualified, when agreeable to him.

And Messrs. Hawks, of Hampshire,
Underwood, of Worcester, 

and Raymond, of Middlesex, 
Are appointed on the part of the Senate;

And Messrs. Clark, of Boston,
Huntington, of Northampton, 
Upham, of Waltham,
Brown, of Tolland,
Kimball, of Salem,
Chapin, of Worcester, 

and Presbrey, of Taunton,
Are joined on the part of the House

3
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On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Newburyport, the 
Order relative to the reception of Petitions, &c., was . 
taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the 
Day for Tuesday next.

The Report of the Select Committee on the Order rela- 
. tive to newspapers, was, under a suspension of the rule, 
read and accepted, which was as follows:—

Ordered,

That the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish the several mem
bers of the House such newspapers as they may select, 
published in the Commonwealth, not exceeding three per 
diem, each, during the session. Also, one copy of the 
State Register for 1855, and one copy of Cushing’s 
Manual, and one copy of the Boston Almanac. No 
newspapers to be furnished after the close of the session.

The Committee appointed to wait upon the Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor elect, and to inform them of 
their election, reported that they had discharged the duty
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assigned them, and that the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor elect had respectively signified their acceptance 
of said offices, and their readiness to take and subscribe 
the oaths of office at such time as the Legislature might 
designate.

A message was received from the Senate proposing a 
Convention of the two branches on Tuesday next, at 
12 o’clock, M., for the purpose of qualifying H enry J. 
Gardner, Governor elect, and Simon B rown, Lieutenant- 
Governor elect of this Commonwealth for the current 
political year.

Concurred.

On motion of Mr. Oldham, of Medford,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Mr. Marshall S. Rice, of Newton, Representative elect 

from the town of Newton, presented himself; and on 
motion,

Messrs. Wetherell, of Newton, 
and Reed, of Winchendon,

Were appointed a Committee to conduct him to the Gov
ernor and Council, to be qualified according to law ; which 
committee, subsequently, through their chairman, re
ported that they had attended to that duty, and that Mr. 
Pace was duly qualified.

On motion of Mr. Webster, of Chelsea,

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, to in
form them that the House concurs in the proposal for a 
convention of the two branches on Tuesday next, at 
twelve o’clock, for the purpose of qualifying the Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor elect. And Mr. Webster, of
Chelsea, was charged with the message.

4
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Mr. Field, of Shelburne, presented the Petition of 
Elijah Holmes and others, for setting off a part of the 
town of Erring to the town of Northfield.

Mr. Nash, of Boston,

Ihe Petition of C. A. Thulin and others, for incorpo

ration as the “ New England Scandinavian Benevolent 
Society.”

Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,

I  lie Petition of L. J. Bisbee and others, for incorpora
tion as a Mutual Insurance Company.

Severally laid on the table.

Paper from the Senate.

A communication from Benjamin Stevens, Esq., wag 

received, signifying his acceptance of the office of Ser- 
geant-at'Arms.
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On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 
granted to the members of the Legislature of the Amer- 
ican Party, for the purpose of holding a caucus on Tues
day evening next; also, on Friday afternoon next, at two 
o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Goff, of Westfield, it was

Ordered, That in furnishing stationery and other ma
terials for the use of the House, the Clerk be instructed 
to procure those of American manufacture, and none 
other.

The Speaker announced the following Committees:—

On the Judiciary.

Messrs. Huntington, of Northampton, 
Griffin, of Charlestown,
Taft, of Worcester,
Swift, of Boston,
Ilowes, of Dennis,
Lincoln, of Deerfield, 

and Millikin, of New Bedford.
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On matters of Probate and Chancery.

Messrs. Griffin, of Charlestown, 
Kimball, of Salem,
Barker, of Pittsfield, 
Churchill, of Plymouth, 
Slater, of Holyoke,
Davis, of Fall River, 

and Dyer, of Boston.

On Finance.

Messrs. Wilder, of Brookline,
Nye, of New Bedford,
Eames, of Malden,
Wetherell, of Taunton, 
Boughton, of West Stockbrid 
Moody, of Chicopee, 

and Field, of Shelburne.

On Elections.

Messrs. Rogers, of Mansfield,
Bryant, of Boston,
Ames, of Conway,
Coburn, of Dracut,
Shedd, of Alford,
Allen, of Shrewsbury, 

and Gale, of Lawrence.
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On Bills in the Third Reading.O

Messrs. Nash, of Boston,
Bowers, of Milford, 
Craven, of Attleboro’, 
Streeter, of Roxbury, 
Palmer, of Lanesboro’, 
Warner, of Northampton, 

and Cooley, of Granville.

On Engrossed Bills.

Messrs. Hawley, of Springfield, 
Nye, of Tisbury,
Stone, of Boston,
Brown, of Tolland, 
Rogers, of Worcester, 
French, of Fall River, 

and Phelps, of Lenox.

On County Estimates.

Messrs. Rood, of Great Barrington, 
Dodge, of Danvers,
Means, of Dorchester, 
Wetherell, of Newton,

and Buttrick, of Sterling.
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On Fay Roll.

Messrs. Prince, of Essex,
Chase, of Harwich, 
Gould, of Stoneham, 
Wilder, of Brookline, 

and Alden, of Abington.

On Leave of Absence.

Messrs. Reed, of Newburyport, 
Foster, of Springfield, 
Winter, of Prescott, 
Makepeace, of Norton, 

and Elkins, of Nantucket.

On Public Buildings. 
Messrs. Peabody, of Lowell, 

Collins, of Boston, 
Kinsman, of Salem, 
Morse, of Taunton, 

and Keith, of Bridgewater.

On Printing.

Messrs. Bullard, of Buckland, 
Huse, of Newburyport, 
Shute, of Somerville, 
Hiss, of Boston, 

and Moody, of Chicopee,
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The Joint Standing Committees of the two branches
t

-were appointed as follows :—

On Accounts.
Messrs. Nye, of New Bedford,

Farwell, of Boston,
Lyon, of Fitchburg,
Frye, of Marlboro’, 

and Chase, of Haverhill,
On the part of the House.

On Agriculture.
Messrs. Bull, of Concord,

Hall, of Bradford,
Stockbridge, of Hadley,
Strickland, of Longmeadow, 

and Clapp, of Montague,
On the part of the House.

On Banks and Banking.
Messrs. Williams, of Boston,

Howard, of Lowell,
Presbrey, of Taunton,
Gifford, of New Bedford, 

and Bliss, of Worcester,
On the part of the House.

On Claims.
Messrs. Phelps, of Boston,

Murdock, of West Boylston,
Porter, of Beverly,
Smith, of Cambridge, 

and Phelps, of Lenox,
On the part of the House.
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On Education.

M essrs. King, of Roxbury, 
Thayer, of Ashland, 
Slack, of Boston, 
Thaxter, of Hingham, 

and Rice of Newton,
On the part of the House.

On the Fisheries.

Messrs. Frazar, of Watertown, 
Pettingell, of Gloucester, 
Lewis, of Wellfleet, 
Bunker, of Nantucket, 

and Andrews, of Lynn,
On the part of the House.

On the Library.

Messrs. Peirce, of Boston,
May, of Roxbury, 

and Shaw, of Wales,
On the part of the House.

On Manufactures.

Messrs. "Wasson, of Springfield, 
Fisher, of Worcester, 
Waters, of Lowell, 
Morrill, of Fall River, 

and May, of Lee,
On the part of the House.
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On Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.
Messrs. Hood, of Somerset,

Williams, of Cambridge,
Clark, of Boston,
Johnson, of Provincetown, 

and Kendall, of Westminster,
On the part of the House.

On the Militia.
Messrs. Devereux, of Salem,

Webb, of Quincy,
Bradbury, of Boston, 
Grammer, of 'Woburn, 

and Smith, of Amherst,
On the part of the House.

On Parishes and Religious Societies.
Messrs. Stewart, of Seekonk,

Plagg, of Grafton,
Hanks, of Lowell,
Marsh, of Roxbury, 

and Chapin, of Worcester,
On the part of the House.

On Prisons.
Messrs. Fitch, of Hopldnton,

Jewett, of Lowell,
Dunham, of New Bedford, 
Goff, of Westfield, 

and Fitch, of Boston,
On the part of the House.
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On Public Charitable Institutions.

Messrs. Sisson, of Westport,
Knowles, of Eastham, 
Burnham, of Lowell, 
Bigelow', of Boston, 

and Wood, of Tewksbury,
On the part of the House.

On Public Lands.
Messrs. Munroe, of Boston,

Prescott, of Westford, 
Bard-well, of Whately, 
Keith, of Bridgewater, 

and Bryant, of Boston,
On the part of the House.

On Railways and Canals.
Messrs. Gardner, of Marshfield, 

Baldwin, of Boston,
Page, of Brimfield,
Webb, of Quincy, 

and Smith, of Cambridge,
On the part of the House.

On Roads and Bridges,

Messrs, Taft, of Upton,
Vose, of Boston,
Holbrook, of Weymouth, 
Jenkins, of Andover, 

and White, of Shutesbury,
On the part of the House,
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On Towns.
Messrs. Fiske, of Cambridge,

Belcher, of Randolph,
Brown, of Fitchburg,
Robinson, of Newburyport, 

and Stetson, of South Scituate,
On the part of the House.

On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem, it was Ordered,

That Messrs. Kimball, of Salem,
Yose, of Boston,
Brown, of Tolland,
Warner, of Northampton, 

and Bliss, of Worcester,
Be a committee on the part of the House, with such as 
the Senate may join, to inform the Governor and Lieu
tenant-Governor elect, that the Legislature have desig
nated to-morrow, (Tuesday,) at twelve o’clock, M., as 
the time for qualifying them for their respective offices.

Sent up for concurrence. Came down concurred, and 
Messrs. Batchelder, of Essex, 

and Barker, of Suffolk,
Were joined on the part of the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Special Assignment for to-day, at twelve 
o’clock, so far as relates to the choice of Treasurer and 
Receiver-General, be postponed until Wednesday next, 
at twelve o’clock, M.
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Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in at twelve 
o’clock, and the two branches being assembled together, 
proceeded to the choice of a Board of Executive Coun
cillors for the current political year; and the vote having 
been taken, it appeared that the following named gentle
men were elected, viz.:—

David Davis, of Edgartown,
John Kenrick, of Orleans,
Chandler R. Ransom, of Roxbury,
Benjamin H. West, of Boston,
C. D. Hunkins, of Haverhill,
Albert II. Nelson, of Woburn,
Elmer Brigham, of Westboro’,
Horace Lyman, of Greenfield, 

and John W. Foster, of Brimfield.

And the hour of Special Assignment for the election of 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, having arrived, the 
Convention proceeded to the choice of that officer, and 
the vote having been taken, it was found that

Ephraim M. W right

Was elected.

'I he business for which the two branches had convened 
having been accomplished, the Convention was dissolved, 
and the Senate withdrew.
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On motion of Mr. Churchill, of Plymouth, it was

Ordered, That all Orders and Petitions that lie on the 
table, be taken up and referred to the appropriate com
mittees ; which was subsequently, on motion of Mr. Lovell, 
of Boston, under suspension of the Rule, reconsidered.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Knowles, of Eastham, offered the following Or
der :—

Ordered, That there be a Joint Standing Committee of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, on Federal 
Relations.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Eames, of Malden, offered the following Or-O
der:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of so amending the Constitution of 
this State, that the elective franchise be restricted to such 
citizens as can read and write the English language.

Laid over, under the Rule.
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A communication was received from the Auditor, trans
mitting an account of the expenditures of his office for 
the year 1854.

On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston, a message was sent 
to the Senate proposing a Convention of the two branches 
to-morrow at eleven and one-half o’clock, for the purpose 
of qualifying such Executive Councillors elect, as may be 
in attendance at that time, and Mr. Slack was appointed 
Messenger.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Secretary give notice 
to

David Davis, of Edgartown,
John Kendrick, of Orleans,
Chandler 11. Ransom, of Roxbury,
Benjamin H. West, of Boston,
C. D. Hunkins, of Haverhill,
Albert II. Nelson, of Woburn,
Elmer Brigham, of Westboro’,
Horace Lyman, of Greenfield, 

and John W. Foster, of Brimfield,

That they have been elected Councillors for their re
spective Districts, for the current political year.
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Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Clerk of the Senate give notice to Ephraim 
M. Wright; that he has been elected Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, for the current political year.

On motion of Mr. Nye, of New Bedford, 

The House

Adjourned.



\

*

/
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Brown, of Tolland, presented the Petition of the 
inhabitants of Tolland, tor a change of a town and coun
ty line.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston,

The Petition of William Wright, of Boston, for a 
wharf extension.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Kinsman, of Salem,

the Petition of the Essex Railroad Company for leave
enter upon and use, the Danvers and Georgetown and 

Newburyport Railroads.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
5
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Mr. Marsh of Roxbury,

The Petition of the Town of West Roxbury, in rela
tion to Stony Brook.

Mr. Mason, of Swanzey,

The Petition of John Watson and others, of Rehoboth, 
that they may be reannexed to the town of Swanzey.

Also,

The Petition of the Town of Swanzey, requesting that 
the Petition from that Town be taken from the files of 
last year and referred to a committee.

Severally laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Prince, of Essex, it was

Ordered, That the Petition of David Choate, of Essex, 
asking indemnification for losses sustained by him in the 
discharge of his duty as Justice of the Peace, be taken 
from the files of last year and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Nash, of Boston, it was

Ordered, That the Petition of C. A. Thulin, and others 
be taken from the table and referred to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary.
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On motion of Mr. Eames, of Malden, the Order of 
the eighth instant, relative to amending the Constitution 
in regard to the elective franchise, was adopted.

Mr. Hills, of Franklin, moved a reconsideration of 
the.vote whereby the Petition of the Essex Railroad Com
pany, and the Petition of William Wright, of Boston, 
and the Petition of the inhabitants of Tolland, were re
ferred to their respective joint committees.

Placed in the Orders.

A message Avas received from the Senate, announcing 
the concurrence of that body in the assignment by the 
House of eleven and one-half o’clock, to-day, for the pur
pose of qualifying the Board of Executive Councillors 
elect, for the present year.

On motion of Mr. Nye, of New Bedford, it Avas

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish the Legis
lative Documents to each member of the Elouse daily.
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On motion of Mr. Bradbury, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to 
furnish additional seats within the House for the use of 
the Reporters of the Daily Press.

«
Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, offered the following 

Order:—

Ordered, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed 
to report an Amendment to the Constitution which shall 
limit the right to hold office under said constitution, to 
native born citizens of the United States, or naturalized 
citizens who have been residents of the United States 
twenty-one years.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Tarbell, of Boston, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to report an Amendment to the Constitution, 
providing that any man convicted of common drunken
ness, or for selling intoxicating liquor in violation of law, 
shall be disfranchised until satisfactory proof is furnished 
to proper officers, of entire reformation.

Laid on the table.
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Mr. Morrell, of Fall River, offered the following Or

der :—

Ordered, That the Committee on Militia be instructed 
to draft and report to this House, a bill making it unlaw
ful for any person, excepting a native born citizen of the 
United States of America, to hold or exercise any office, 
whether commissioned or otherwise, in the militia of this 
Commonwealth.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Clerk of the Senate be required to cause to 
be printed three thousand copies of the Sermon delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Lothrop, before the Executive and Leg
islative authorities of this Commonwealth, on the third 
instant.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in at eleven 
and one-half o’clock, and the two branches being assem
bled together in Convention, the oaths of office were re
spectively administered to, and taken and subscribed by
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Benjamin H. West,
Albert H. Nelson,
J. W. Foster,
C. D. Hunking,
C. R. Ransom, 

and John Kenrick,
Councillors elect, for the current political year.

The business for which the two branches were con
vened having been accomplished, the Convention was 
dissolved and the Senate withdrew.

At twelve o’clock, pursuant to assignment, the Senate 
came in, and the two branches being in Convention, the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor elect, came in and 
having taken and subscribed the oaths of office in the 
manner prescribed by the Constitution, proclamation was 
made by the Secretary of the Commonwealth that Henry 
J. Gardner had been duly qualified as Governor, and 
Simon Brown had been duly qualified as Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Commonwealth, for the present political 
year.
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His Excellency, the Governor, then delivered an Ad
dress, concerning the general affairs of the Common
wealth.

After which,

His Excellency and the members of the Council, with
drew, and the two branches separated.

On motion of Mr. Nye, of New Bedford, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Carey, of Ipswich, presented the Petition of Dam- 
rell & Moore and George Coolidge, that they be appoint
ed State Printers.

Mr. Hinks, of Boston,

The Petition of Bradbury & Co., to be appointed State 
Printers.

Severally referred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Pettingell, of Gloucester,

The Petition of George Lane and Sherburn F. Morey, 
of Gloucester, for remuneration for losses sustained in 
the faithful discharge of duty, as directed hy the Hon. 
David Choate, one of the Justices of the Peace of the 
County of Essex.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
6
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Mr. Lewis, of Lynn,

The Petition of James Smith, of Lynn, for leave to 
bed Shell Fish in Lynn Harbor.

Mr. Itobinson, of Newbury port,

The Petition of G. W. Warring and others, for leave to 
construct a Fish Weir in Merrimac River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

The Petition of the South Reading Branch Railroad, 
and the Eastern Railroad Company, for the repeal of the 
restrictions of the session of eighteen hundred and fifty- 

two.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Haskins, of Lakeville,

The Petition of Andrew Haskins and others, to be set 
off from the town of Lakeville, and annexed to the town 
of Middleboro’.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Williams, of Boston,

The Petition of the Boston Hemp Manufacturing 
Company, for leave to grind grain.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.
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Mr. Lincoln, of Boston.
The Petition of John Russell and others, to be incor

porated for the manufacture of Cutlery, in the town of 
Greenfield.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Griffin, of Charlestown,
The Petition of Amos Brown and others, of Charles

town, in aid of the Petition of Forristall and Parmelee.
Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Slater, of Holyoke,
The Petition of James K. Mills and others, for a Sav

ings Bank, to be located in the town of Holyoke.
Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Amherst,

The Petition of John Russell, to be set otf from the 
town of Pelham to Amherst, was taken from the table 
and referred to the Committee on Towns.

On motion of Mr. Nye, of Boston,

The Petition of E. D. Forristall and R. D. Parmelee 
was taken from the table and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Bridges.

On motion of Mr. Emery, of Orange,

f he Petition of the inhabitants of the Town of Erving, 
for the annexation of Hick’s Grant, so called, be- 
longing to Northfield, was taken from the table and 
referred to the Committee on Towns.
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On motion of Mr. Taft, of Upton, the Petition of 
Joshua W. Leland and others, that a new town be set off 
from the towns of Grafton and Sutton, was taken from 
the files of last year and referred to the Committee on 
Towns.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Lynn, the Petition of F. 
It. Whitwell and others, to incorporate the Fairhaven 
Mutual Marine Insurance Company, was taken from the 
table and referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

On motion of Mr. Pettingill, of Gloucester, the Peti
tion of Joshua P. Trask and others, for incorporation for 
a Five Cents Savings Bank, was taken from the table and 
referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Harwich, the Petition of 
Obed Brooks, for leave to establish a Bank in the town 
of Haverhill, was taken from the files of last year and 
referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

On motion, the Petition of Charles H. Gooding and 
others, of Dighton, for leave to construct a bridge across 
launton River with accompanying papers—was taken 
fiom the files of last year and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Bridges.
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On motion of Mr. Knowles, of Eastliam, the Petition 
of Augustus Paine and others was taken from the files of 
last year, and referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders of the Day taken up.

Mr. Hills, of Franklin, by the consent of the House, 
withdrew his motion to reconsider the vote whereby cer
tain Petitions were referred to their respective committees.

The Order of Mr. Robinson, of Newburyport, relative 
to the Reception of Petitions, with its amendments, was, 
on motion of Mr. Stetson, of South Scituate, indefinitely 
postponed.

The Order of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, was, on mo
tion of Mr. Eames, of Malden, laid on the table.

The Order of Mr. Knowles, of Fastham, relative to 
the appointment of a J oint Standing Committee on Fed
eral Relations, was adopted, and the Speaker took time 
to appoint the committee.

On motion of Mr. Knowles, of Fastham,

Ordered, That the use of the Hall be granted for the 
purpose of holding an Agricultural Meeting, on Tuesday
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evening next, and each Tuesday evening during the ses

sion.

On motion of Mr. Murdock, of West Boylston,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 
cause the Journal of the House to be trimmed and tiled 
for the use of the members of the House.

On motion of Mr. Bryant, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be hereby directed 

to reconstruct Lobby No. 10, East Wing, for better ac
commodations for depositing the wearing apparel of 
members of this House.

On motion of Mr. Moody, of Chicopee,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill, making Convents or Nunneries and Iloman Catholic 
Schools as open and free to public visitation and inspec
tion as Protestant institutions.
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On motion of Mr. Hiss, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di
rected to inquire into the expediency of establishing by 
law a Board of Commissioners, or authorize municipal 
authorities to visit places or institutions where persons 
are restrained of their liberty against their will, not by 
process of law; and also to examine places where arms 
and implements of war are concealed for purposes hostile 
to the general interests and constitutional rights of the 
Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Temple, of Rutland,

Ordered, That a Select Committee of Seven be ap
pointed to inquire into the expediency of requiring by 
law the common English Bible to be read daily in all the 
public schools of the State; or, at least, of restricting the 
school fund appropriation of the State to such schools, 
and only such, as shall comply with such daily practice.

On motion of Mr. George, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to report an amendment to the Constitution, 
providing that in all criminal trials the jurors may be 
judges of the law and the facts.
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On motion of Mr. "Rogers, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 
the expediency of so altering the eighteenth section of 
the fourteenth chapter of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to the time of meeting of the Board of Examiners, to 
examine the returns of votes for County Commissioners, 
as to conform to an Act passed March eleventh, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, entitled, “ An Act concerning 
County Commissioners.”

On motion of Mr. Carey, of Ipswich,

Ordered, That the Judiciary Committee report an 
amendment to the Constitution, providing that no per
son shall be allowed to exercise the elective franchise in 
this Commonwealth, except he be a native born citizen 
of the United States.

On motion of Mr. Temple, of Rutland,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of so altering or 
amending the fourth section of the Act concerning the 
attendance ot children at school, passed by the Legisla
ture, May eighteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, 
that every child between the ages of eight and fourteen,
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whether of native or foreign lineage, be compelled to 
attend the public schools of the State, at least twelve 
weeks in a year, if said schools are of such length, in 
the place where said child resides, or make any othei 
alterations in the Act, to better secure universality of 
Common School Education, and report thereon.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hawes, of Dennis,

Ordered, That the Committee on the J udiciary be di
rected to inquire what alterations, if any, are needed, ot 
an Act approved May twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-one, entitled An Act requiring returns from 
Treasurers of Institutions for Savings, with reference to 
making the sum deposited of which returns shall be 
made, smaller than it now is, by that Act.

On motion of Mr. Eames, of Malden,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Anns be instructed to 
grant the use of this Hall to the Legislative Temper
ance Society, on Wednesday evening of each week during 
the session.

6*
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A message was received from the Senate proposing a 
of the two branches at fifteen minutes past 

twelve o’clock, for the purpose of qualifying such Coun
cillors as may be present, to discharge their duty as ad
visers to His Excellency, the Governor.

The message was concurred in, and Mr. Slack, of 
Boston, was charged. with a message to the Senate to 
inform them thereof.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in at twelve 
o’clock, and the two branches being assembled in Con
vention, proceeded to the choice of Treasurer and Receiv
er-General, for the current political year, and the votes 
having been taken and counted, it appeared that the Con
vention had made choice of P hilo Sandford, of Boston.

The hour of Special Assignment for the qualification 
of Councillors having arrived, the following gentlemen 
appeared and were qualified according to law, viz .— 

Horace Lyman, 
and Elmer Brigham.

And the business for which the two branches were 
convened having been accomplished, the Convention dis
solved and the Senate withdrew.



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 1855. 63

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Secretary give notice to the Governor that

Messrs. Benjamin H. West,
Albert IT. Nelson,
J. W. Foster,
C. D. Hunking,
C. R. Ransom,

-i 7
and John Kenrick

Have been chosen, and are now qualified in the manner 
prescribed by the Constitution, to advise him in the Ex
ecutive part of the government for the present political 
year.

Also,

Letters of acceptance from

Messrs. Benjamin H. West,
Albert H Nelson,
C. D. Hunking,
C. R. Ransom,
John Kenrick,
Elmer Brigham, 

and Horace Lyman,
Announcing their acceptance of the office of Councillors 
for the current political year.
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Also,

(54

A communication from E. M. Wright, signifying his 
acceptance of the office of Secretary of the Common
wealth, for the current political year.

Ordered, in concurrence,
That a Committee be appointed to be joined, to con

sider what reference shall be made of the several por
tions of the Governor’s address, and

Messrs. Wright, of Suffolk, 
and Cook, of Worcester,

Were appointed on the part of the Senate, and

Messrs. Lovell, of Boston,
Abercrombie, of Quincy,
Jenks, of South Adams,
Potter, of Dartmouth, 

and House, of Greenwich,
Were joined on the part of the House.

Mr. Robinson, of Newburyport, presented the follow

ing order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Rules and Orders be 
instructed to report the following Rule

All Petitions, Memorials, Remonstrances, and papers 
of a like nature, presented after the expiration of the 

___ weeks of the session, shall stand indefinitely

postponed,
Laid over, under the Rule.
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Mr. Gould, of Falmouth, presented the following re

solve :—

Resolved, That it is the purpose of this House to bring 
their session to a close at the earliest day possible, con
sistent with sound action ; therefore,

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, remonstrances 
&c., designed to come before this Legislature for action, 
should be presented at an early day.

Indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Slack, of Boston, on leave of the House, intro
duced the following order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary enquire 
whether any amendment of Section sixty-one of Chapter 
thirty-nine of the Revised Statutes is required.

Laid over, under the Rule.

On motion of Mr. Fitch, of Hopkinton, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Hill, of West Cambridge, presented

The Petition of James Russell and others, asking that 
the location of Burial Grounds and Cemeteries may be 
put under the control of the Board of Health in each 
town and city in the Commonwealth.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Simonds, of Haverhill,

I he Petition of Hanking Hewes and Company and 
others, of Haverhill, for an act of incorporation, with
authority to construct a Railroad from Haverhill to Brad
ford.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

7
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Mr. Pratt, of Reading,

The Petition of the Boston and Maine Railroad, for 
leave to amend and refile its location.

Mr. Pratt, of Reading,

The Petition of Edward Appleton and others, to be 
incorporated as the Reading Gas Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Smith, of Cambridge,

The Petition of Moses Warren, of East Cambridge, 
for leave to extend his wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Churchill, of Plymouth,

The Petition of James L. Hunt and others, for incor
poration of a Five Cents Saving Bank.

Mr. Yincent, of Edgartown,

The Petition of Leavitt Thaxter and others, for change



THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 1855. 69

of name of the Vineyard Bank, and also for extension of 
time for payment of the capital stock.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

On motion, the Petition of Towle & Foster was taken 
from the Files of last year and referred to the Committee 
on Claims.

Mr. Gould, of Chatham,

The Petition of Thomas Sparrow and others, of Chat
ham, for leave to construct a Fish Weir.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Petition of the Douglass Manufacturing Compa
ny, for leave to increase its capital stock, was referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures in concurrence.

The petition of Elijah Holton and others,

And

The Petition of the town of West Roxbury, were sev
erally taken from the table and referred to the Commit
tee on Towns.

The Petition of William W. Eldridge, of Harwich,
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was taken from the table and referred to the Committee
on Fisheries.

The Petition of Thomas Nye, Jr., and others, was 
taken from the table and referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Slack, of Boston, 
was taken up and adopted.

On motion of Air. Tarbell, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to consider 
the expediency of an amendment to the Constitution, 
providing that any man owing allegiance to any foreign 
power, either civil or ecclesiastical, shall not be eligible 
to any office in this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston, it was Ordered, 
That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the matter of any claims now pending against 
the Commonwealth, or any Alien Passenger Commission
er, for capitation tax money, and report to this House.
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Mr. Belcher, of Randolph, offered the following Order

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the fourth section of the two hundred and seventy-fifth 
chapter of the Supplement to the Revised Statutes, that 
in case a State pauper becoming sick in any city or town 
in this Commonwealth, and who cannot be removed to 
any State almshouse, or in case of the death of any such 
pauper, a reasonable compensation may be allowed to 
such city or town which may have become chargeable 
for their support.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, offered the following Order :

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider and report upon the expediency of 
so amending existing laws that each town in the Com
monwealth may organize a “ Referee Court,” before 
which all suits- involving sums of not more than two 
hundred dollars may be recorded.

Mr. Bigelow, of Boston, offered the following Order:
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 

furnish for the use of the members of the House one 
copy of the American Almanac for eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five.
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Mr. Hinks, of Boston, offered the following Order: 
Ordered, That, the Senate concurring, all Orders 

of Notice upon Petitions, Remonstrances, or Memorials 
shall be made returnable on or before the fourth Monday 
of February, 1855 ; and the consideration of such sub
jects requiring Orders of Jsotice as cannot be hi ought 
under the operation of this order shall be referred to the 
next General Court without debate.

Severally laid over under the Rule.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston, it was Ordered,

That the Committee on Printing be instructed to con
sider the subject of the compensation of the State Printer, 
and, if deemed expedient, to report an advance on the 
prices of the same.

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Seekonk,

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing he directed 
to ascertain the number of copies of the Debates in the 
Constitutional C< invention of 1853 now in the hands of 
the Sergcant-at-Arms, and what disposition should he 
made of the same.
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On motion of Mr. Bigelow, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery be instructed to consider the expediency of amend
ing chapter one hundred and sixty-three, section twenty- 
four, of the Statutes of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
so that the claims of laborers for wages shall be preferred 
to the amount of two hundred dollars when such labor 
has been performed within two years before the insol
vency of their employers.

On motion of Mr. Pettingell, of Gloucester,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be in
structed to report upon the expediency of a special act 
of the Legislature, for the purpose of admitting Malachi 
Andrews, of Gloucester, aged twenty-seven years, a deaf 
mute of good character, into the Institution provided for 
that unfortunate class. During his minority, he was un
able to avail himself of said advantages for good and suffi
cient reasons.

On motion of Mr. Temple, of Rutland,

It was Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of farms be
ing purchased in various sections of the Commonwealth
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where agriculture needs a stimulus, to be carried on ac
cording to the most approved methods of management, 
for the encouragement of agriculture in said localities.

On motion of Mr. Oldham, of Medford,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance be instructed to inquire into the expedi
ency of repealing the Act of one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty, chapter twenty-five, entitled, An Act to repeal 
an Act regulating the Sale of Hard or Glance Coal.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Haverhill,

Ordered, ihat the Secretary of State be requested to 
furnish each member of the House with a copy of the 
amendments to the Constitution proposed by the last 
Legislatuie, and referred by it to the next General Court.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

All. I  itch, oi Iicpkinton, offered the following Order:—O
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons be author

ized to visit the several Prisons and Houses of Correction 
in the Commonwealth.
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The Order was rejected ; but Mr. Brown, of Fitchburg, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote, which motion was 
placed in the Orders.

Mr. Wetherell, of Newton, by leave, introduced a Bill, 
entitled “ An Act in Addition to several Acts to secure to 
Mechanics and Laborers their Pay for Labor and Materi
als, by a Lien on Real Estate

Which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Eames, of Malden, by leave, introduced a Resolve 
“ in favor of William Stowe

And,

Under a suspension of the Rules, the Resolve received 
its several readings, and passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

The chair announced the following gentlemen as the 
Select Committee of Seven, under the Order of Mr. Tem
ple, of the tenth instant, viz.:—

Messrs. Temple, of Rutland,
Tarbell, of Boston,
Vincent, of Edgartowm,
Kimball, of Halifax,
Hanks, of Lowell,
Robinson, of Charlestown, 

and Temple, of Framingham.
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A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, covering the Annual Report of the 
expenses of his office for the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four.

The Speaker appointed Mr. Neal, of Boston, on the 
Committee on Elections, in the place of Mr. Bryant, of 
Boston, who declined serving on said committee.

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
Convention of the twro branches, at twelve o’clock M., to
day, for the purpose of qualifying any Councillor who 
might be present.

Concurred; and Mr. Gould, of Falmouth, wras charged 
with the message to that body, to inform them thereof.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate came in, and the 
two branches went into Convention for the purpose of 
qualifying

David Davis, of Edgartown, 

the remaining Councillor elect.

Mr. Davis then took and subscribed the oaths required 
by the Constitution; and the business of the Convention 
being completed, the Convention dissolved and the 
Senate withdrew.
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A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
Convention of the two branches on Tuesday next, at 
twelve o’clock, M., for the purpose of filling the vacan
cies in the Board of Overseers of Harvard University.

Concurred; and Mr. Slack, of Boston, was charged 
with a message to that body, to inform them thereof.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Haverhill,
Ordered, That the Secretary of State be requested to 

furnish each member of the House with a copy of the 
Amendments to the Constitution proposed by the last 
legislature and referred by it to the next General Court.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered in concurrence,

That three thousand additional copies of the Govern
or’s Address be printed for the use of the Legislature.

Ordered in concurrence,

That the Secretary give notice to the Governor that

Elmer Brigham, of Westboro’, 
and Horace Lyman, of Greenfield,

Have been chosen, and are now qualified in the manner 
prescribed by the Constitution, Councillors to advise him
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in the executive part of the Government for the current 
political year.

Ordered in concurrence,

That the Secretary give notice to Philo Sandford that 
he has been chosen Treasurer and Receiver-General of 
the Commonwealth for the current political year.

Ordered in concurrence,

That five thousand copies of the Second Annual Re
port of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture be 
printed for the use of the Legislature and for distribu
tion.

Ordered in concurrence,

I  hat the Secretary give notice to the Governor that 
David Davis, of Edgartown, has been chosen, and is now 
qualified, m the manner prescribed by the Constitution, a 
Councillor to advise him in the executive part of the gov
ernment for the present political year.

The 0rdcr of the House appointing the several Joint 
Standing Committees came back concurred, and the fol
lowing named gentlemen were joined on the part of the 
Senate:—
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On Accounts.
Messrs. Underwood, of Worcester, 

and Evans, of Essex.

On Agriculture.
Messrs. Hildreth, of Essex, 

and Fisher, of Worcester.

On Banks and Banking.
Messrs. Raymond, of Middlesex, 

and DeWitt, of Hampshire.

On Claims.
Messrs. Warren, of Suffolk, 

and Carpenter, of Norfolk.

On Education.
Messrs. Ward, of Plymouth, 

and Batchelder, of Essex.

On Fisheries.
Messrs. Baxter, of Barnstable, 

and Libby, of Suffolk.
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On the Library.
Messrs. Hall, of Plymouth,

Albee, of Middlesex, 
and Pierce, of Norfolk.

On Manufactures.
Messrs. Denny, of Worcester, 

and White, of Norfolk.

On Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.
Messrs. Wright, of Suffolk, 

and Hawks, of Hampshire.

On the Militia.
Messrs. Hawks, of Hampshire, 

and Wright, of Suffolk.

On Parishes and Religious Societies. 
Messrs. Andrews, of Franklin, 

and Vincent, of Bristol.

On Prisons.
Messrs. Barker, of Suffolk,

and Hitchcock, of Middlesex.
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On Public Charitable Institutions.

Messrs. Stedman, of Suffolk,
•and Hall, of Plymouth.

On Public Lands. 

Messrs. Albee, of Middlesex, 
and Huse, of Essex.

On Railways and Canals. 
Messrs. Maine, of Suffolk, 

and Penny, of Essex.

On Pcoads and Bridges. 
Messrs. Dowley, of Bristol, 

and Fletcher, of Hampden.

On Towns. •
Messrs. Black, of Essex, 

and Lucas, of Nantucket.

A communication was received from David Davis, 
announcing his acceptance of the office of Councillor for 
the current political year.



82 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

A communication was received from His Excellency 
the Governor, notifying the Legislature of a vacancy in 
the Senate of the United States, caused by the resigna
tion of the Honorable Edward Eveiett, for the unexpired 
term of six years, from the fourth of March eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three.

Mr. Slack, of Boston, introduced the following Order:

Ordered, That Tuesday next, the sixteenth instant, at 
twelve and one-half o’clock P. M., be, and hereby is, 
assigned as the time for the choice of a Senator in the 
Congress of the United States on the part of this House, 
for the residue of the term ending March fourth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-nine, in which a vacancy now exists 
caused by the resignation of the Hon. Edward Everett.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Mayo, of Boston, announced the death of his 
colleague, George Cannon, of Boston.

On motion,
Messrs. Clark, of Boston,

Mayo, of Boston,
Presbery, of Taunton,
-Tones, of Salem, 

and R. Clifford, of Lowell,
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Were appointed a Committee to consider what notice 
this House ought to take of the event; which committee 
proceeded to the discharge of their duty, and subse
quently, through their chairman, reported the following 
Resolves:—

Resolved, That the House of Representatives has 
learned with deep regret and sorrow of the sudden decease 
of Capt. George Cannon, a member of this House, from 
Boston.

Resolved, That the House present the assurances of 
their sincere sympathy and condolence to the afflicted 
family of the deceased.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing Resolves be 
transmitted to the family and friends of the deceased, and 
to the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Boston.

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the de
ceased, a Committee of Members be appointed to attend 
his funeral.

Resolved, That these Resolutions be entered upon the 
Journal of the House, and that, as a further token of 
respect for the deceased, the House do now adjourn.

7*
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On motion of Mr. Lovell, of Boston,

Messsrs. Lovell,
Monroe,

and Mayo, of Boston,

Were appointed a Committee to inform His Excellency 
the Governor and the Executive Council of the death 
of Captain George Cannon, one of the members of this 
House.

Mr. Yose, of Boston, was charged with a message to 
the Senate, informing that body of the death of Captain 
George Cannon, one of the members of this House.

The Resolutions were adopted,

And the House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Knowles presented the Petition of Messrs. Dill 
and Lincoln, of Eastham, for remuneration for military 
services in the War of eighteen hundred and twelve.

Mr. Streeter, of Roxburv,

The Petition of the Mayor of Roxbury, in relation to 
allowance for support of State Pauper’s for y’ear ending 
October thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-four.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Hill, of West Cambridge,

The Petition of A. G. Peck and others, for an Act of 
incorporation under the name of the “ Spy Pond Water 
Company.”

8
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Mr. Brock, of Nantucket,

The Petition of P. H. Folger and others, of Nantuck
et, concerning Field Drivers.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Williams, of Boston,

The Petition of B. F. Bayley and others for a new ave
nue from Boston to South Boston.

Mr. Dyer, of Boston,

The Petition of Timothy T. Sawyer and others, of 
Charlestown, in aid of the Petition of Forristall & Parm- 
elee.

Severally referred to the Committee on Hoads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Dunham, of Plymouth,

The Petition of the Committee of the town of Plym
outh for an Amendment of an Act passed April twenty- 
second, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, authorizing the 
town of Plymouth to procure a supplyr of water.

Deferred to the Committee on Hallways and Canals.
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Mr. May, of Roxbury,

The Petition of Charles J. Hendee and others, to be 
incorporated as the Neptune Submarine Company.

Mr. Williams of Boston,

The Petition of the Boston W harf Company for leave 
to extend their wharf.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Aifairs and Insurance.

Mr. Smith, of Amherst,

The Petition of Silvanus Jewett and Joseph Dana, 
to be set off from Pelham to Amherst.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of the citizens of the town of Braintree 
was taken from the table and referred to the Committee 
on Towns.
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The Petition of L. J. Bisbee and others,

And

The Petition of Joshua Cole and others, were severally 
taken from the table, and referred to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the City of Boston relative to the 
Back Bay Lands, was taken from the table and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands.

The Petition of Henry Kendrick and others,

And

The Petition of the Town of Swanzey, were severally 
taken from the table and referred to the Cc nmittee on 
the Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Alexander H. Rice and others, of Bos
ton, for an Act of incorporation as an Insurance Com
pany,
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And

The Petition of A. Churchill and others, for an Act of 
incorporation, as the Dorchester Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company;

The Petition of John IT. Osgood and others, for an In
surance Company, in Boston,

And

The Petition of Zenas 1). Bassett and others, for an 
extended charter of the Barnstable County Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the Newburyport and Danvers and 
Georgetown Eailroad Company, for leave to consolidate 
and issue bonds,

And the Petition of the Danvers Eailroad Company, 
for leave to extend the time for finishing the construction 
of their railroad,

M ere severally referred to the Committee on Eailways 
and Canals.
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The Report of the Agent of Discharged Convicts, was 

referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Also,

The Report on Petition of Amos Abbot and others, 

from the files of last year, was referred to the Committee 

on Towns.

The Petition of Joseph Hockey, a Justice of the Peace 

for the County of Suffolk, for relief from liabilities in

curred in imposing a fine upon one Barrett II. Smith, for 

a violation of the fourteenth section of an Act concern

ing the Manufacture and Sale of Spirituous or Intoxi

cating Liquors, which section wras subsequently declared 

unconstitutional, by the Justices of the Supreme Judicial 

Court, was referred to a Joint Special Committee, consist

ing of Messrs. Maine and Richmond, of the Senate, to 
be joined.

Severally in concurrence.
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Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Clerk be requested to cause seventeen hun
dred and fifty copies of the Report of the Adjutant- 
General to be printed, in addition to the number already 
ordered.

Also,

That the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions 
be instructed to visit, during the present session of the 
Legislature, the several Charitable Institutions supported 
or aided by the State.

Also,

The Order of the Senate referring the Amendments to 
the Constitution, passed by the Legislature of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and by them referred to this 
General Court, to a Committee of Live on the part of the 
Senate, consisting of Messrs. Hall, Palmer, Baker, 
Stedman and Denny, with such as the House may join, 
was concurred in, and one from each county was joined. 
And the Speaker took time to appoint.
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The Order presented by Mr. Robinson, of Newbury, 
port, on the tenth instant,

And

The Order relative to restricting the elective fran
chise, offered by Mr. Eames, of Malden, on the eighth 
instant,

And

The Order of Mr. Hints, of Boston, relative to Peti
tions, Remonstrances and papers of like nature, on the 
eleventh instant,

And

lire Order of Mr. Bigelow, of Boston, of the same 
date, lelative to furnishing a copy of the American Al
manac to each member, were severally taken up, and 
after discussion laid on the table.

The Order of Mr. Thayer, of Boston, relative to Ref
eree Courts, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Reed, 
of Newburyport, was amended by striking out the word 
“ two’” and inserting instead thereof the word “ five,” 
before the word hundred, and was adopted.
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The Order of Mr. Churchill, of Plymouth, of the 
eighth instant,

And

The Order of Mr. Slack, of Boston, of the eleventh in
stant, were severally taken up and adopted.

The Order of Mr. Temple, of Rutland, of the eleventh 
instant, was taken up and rejected.

The Order of Mr. Belcher, of Randolph, of the elev
enth instant, was taken up and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Peabody, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the State Auditor be requested to fur
nish the House with a statement of all expenditures made 
from the appropriations for the enlargement of the State 
House, specifying the amounts paid on contracts, or oth
erwise ; also, the amount paid on commission, by whom 
received, and for what service.

On Motion of Mr. Temple, of Framingham,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
directed to inquire whether any further legislation be 
required to compel ferry companies to provide more 
effectually for the safety of passengers at their several 
landings.
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Mr. Stetson, of South Scituate, offered the following 

Order:—

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as 

relates to a modification of the usury laws on promi- 

sory notes, and mercantile bills, payable at a certain 
day, at not more that eight months, be referred to a Joint 

Special Committee of Five of the House, and such as the 

Senate may join, to consider and report thereon.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Hills, of Franklin, introduced the following Or

der :—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in

structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 

Act passed May twentieth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 

two, changing the time of assessing taxes in the city of 
Boston.

Laid over, under the Rule.
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The chairman of the Committee on Rules and Orders 
reported, for the government of the House, the Rules and 
Orders of the last session, with slight amendments in 
Sections thirty-six and fifty, which, on being further 
amended by Mr. Lovell, of Boston, were adopted, and 
the Report accepted.

The Chair appointed the following gentlemen a Com
mittee to attend the funeral of George Cannon, deceased :

Messrs. Lovell, of Boston,
Andrews, of Danvers,
Robinson, of Charlestown,
Ingalls, of Clinton,
Graves, of Williamsburg,
Miller, of Ludlow,
Emery, of Orange,
Leonard, of Fall River,
Carter, of Becket,
Martin, of Milton,
King, of Middleboro’,
Lapham, of Sandwich, 

and Brock, of Nantucket.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was ottered by the Chaplain 

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Dyer, of Boston, presented the Petition of George 
P. Tewksbury and others, in favor of Forristall and Par- 
melee.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Jacobs, of Danvers,

The Petition of Samuel Chase and others, for leave to 
construct a Railroad across Merrimac River, near Haver
hill Bridge.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
9
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Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable,

The Petition of Joseph Roberts and others, for leave 
to dig a passage from Oyster Bay into the Vineyard 
Sound.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

The Petition of John Watson and others, under the 
Order of yesterday, was taken from the table and re
ferred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Brown, of Fitchburg,

Presented the Petition of Jerome W. Foster, and others, 
of Ashburnham, in aid of the Petition of Gilman Day and 
others, for the formation of a new County.

Referred to a Joint Special Committee having charge
D O

of that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

I he Speaker joined the following gentlemen to the 
Committee on the part of the Senate, under the Senate
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Order of the twelfth instant, relative to Amendments to 
the Constitution, viz. :—

Messrs. King, of Roxbury,
Farwell, of Boston,
Robinson, of Newburyport,
Parker, of Groton,
Brown, of Fitchburg,
Smith, of Amherst,
Paige, of Brimfield,
Lincoln, of Deerfield,
Brown, of Egremont,
Dunham, of New Bedford,
Lovell, of Barnstable,
Stetson, of South Scituate, 

and Bunker, of Nantucket.

The Speaker announced the following gentlemen as 
the Committee on the part of the House on Federal Rela
tions, viz.:—

Messrs. Stone, of Boston,
Griffin, of Charlestown, 
Devereux, of Salem, 
Warner, of Northampton, 

and Gould, of Falmouth.
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The Speaker joined the following gentlemen, on the 
part of the House, to the Joint Special Committee, on the 
part of the Senate, on the Petition of Joseph Hockey, 
viz.:—

Messrs. Swift, of Boston,
Gardner, of Marshfield,
Haradon, of Blackstone,
Shedd, of Truro, 

and White, of Windsor.

The Order of Mr. Hills, of Franklin, of the twelfth 
instant, was taken up and adopted.

The Order of Mr. Stetson, of South Scituate, of the 
twelfth instant, was taken up and laid on the table.

The Order of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, of the eighth 
instant, was taken up and rejected.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Eben Hunt and others, of Danversport, 
for a charter for a Bank,

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
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The Petition of the Eagle Fire Insurance Company of 
Boston, asking leave to insure against fire losses when 
fifty thousand dollars guaranty capital shall have been 
paid in,

And

The Petition of Thomas H. Carruth, for leave to ex
tend his wharf to Commissioners’ Line in Boston TIarbor,

And

The Petition of the Old Colony Insurance Company, 
for renewal of Charter,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the Saugus Branch Railroad Company, 
for leave to discontinue a portion of their road,

And

Ihe Petition of G. J. Stone and others, for an exten
sion of time to locate and construct the Mystic River 
Railroad,
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And

The Petition of the Boston and Maine Railroad, for 
leave to enter on the Saugus and South Reading Branch 
Railroad,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petition of John Colburn and others, of Lunen
burg, in aid of the Petition of Gilman Day and others, 
for the formation of a new County,

Was referred to a Joint Special Committee on that sub
ject, to be appointed.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Committee on Prisons be directed to visit the 
State Prison and the different Jails and Houses of Cor
rection in the Commonwealth.
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The Speaker appointed Mr. Mann, of Boston, on the 
Committee appointed to attend the funeral of the late 
George Cannon, in place of Mr. Lovell, of Boston, who 
was obliged to resign.

On motion of Mr. Hills, of Franklin,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,
Presented the Petition of William Dwight and others, 

of Brookline, in relation to Burial Places.

Laid on the table.

Mr Fitch, of Boston,
The Petition of J. S. Potter & Co., George C. Band 

and others, interested in printing, that the present 
Printer, William White, may be retained in that capacity.

Beferred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Bradbury, of Boston,

The Petition of Milton D. Whipple and others, to be 
incorporated as the Whipple Glass Engraving Company.

Beferred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Sent up for concurrence.
10
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Mr. Oldham, of Medford,

The Petition of J. M. Usher and others, for the con
struction of a Bridge across the Mystic River.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown,

The Petition of Josiah Turner, for leave to build a 
Wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Lyon, .of Fitchburg,

The Petition of the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad 
Company, for leave to extend their Railroad in the village 
of Fitchburg.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

The Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city 
of Fall River, asking for an allowance for money paid 
out for support of Alien Paupers during the past year.

Referred to the Committee on Accounts.
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Mr. Hill, of Beverly,

The Petition of William H. Lovett and others, to be 
incorporated as the Beverly Rubber Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester,

The Petition of David Parkhurst, for leave to extend 
his Wharf in Gloucester Harbor.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Martin, of Brighton,

The Petition of the Brighton Market Bank, for in
crease of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Haradon, of Blackstone,

rIhe Petition of George N. Smith and others, asking 
the repeal of an Act authorizing a Police Court in the 
town of Blackstone.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Smith, of Amherst,

The Petition of Mary H. Merrick, for grant of power 
to legalize the sale of certain lands.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Nye, of Tisbury,

The Petition of Jemima Easton was taken from the 
files of last year and referred to the Committee on 
Claims.

On motion of Mr. Jewett, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Secretary of State furnish this 
House with a schedule of commissions created in eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three and four, the purposes of each, 
the authority under which they have been instituted, the 
expenses incurred thereby, with the names of the per
sons commissioned, and the amount of money paid to 
each.

/

On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be instruct
ed to consider the expediency of making the Boston 
Daily Bee the official organ for publishing the laws of 
this Commonwealth.
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Mr. Jones, of Salem, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of repealing the law, 
passed in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-two, relat
ing to aliens holding and conveying real estate ;

And

Mr. Prince, of Essex, the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to fur
nish to each member of this House a copy of the volume 
published by A. S. Barnes and Company, containing the 
Declaration of American Independence, the original Ar
ticles of Confederation, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution (with the amendments there
to) of all the States in the American Union ; which, after 
debate, were severally rejected.

Mr. Brown, of Tolland, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instruct
ed to consider the expediency of directing the Sergeant- 
at-Arms to remove from this Hall the Latin inscription 
over the Speaker’s desk, and place in its stead a literal 
English translation of the same.
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On motion of Mr. Eames, of Malden,

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Phelps, of Lenox, offered the following Order:

Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 
granted to the Whig Party, for holding Legislative Cau
cuses, when it is not otherwise previously engaged.

Laid on the table.

The Order offered by Mr. Bigelow, of Boston, on the 
eleventh instant, was taken up, and after discussion, w7as, 
on motion, indefinitely postponed.

A communication from the Governor was received, 
covering a statement of the Board of Inspectors of the 
Bridgewater State Almshouse, which was read and re
ferred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wilder, from the Committee on Linance, reported 
a Resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow money in 
anticipation of the revenue, which was read twice and 
ordered to a third reading.
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The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as 
a Committee on the part of the House on the subject of 
the Division of Worcester County, viz.:—

Messrs. Davis, of Fall River,
Wilder, of Brookline,
Johnson, of Boston,
Fisher, of Cambridge, 

and Perry, of New Salem.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the first 
matter being the reconsideration of the vote whereby the 
Order of Mr. Fitch, of Hopkinton, offered on the 
eleventh instant, was rejected, Mr. Brown, of Fitchburg, 
by leave, withdrew his motion, and so the Order was re
jected.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown,

Ordered, That the Petition of the First Congregational 
Society of Provincetown, asking leave to sell real estate, 
be taken from the files of last year, and referred to the 
Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies,

Sent up for concurrence.
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A com m unication was received from  the  A ud ito i, 

transm itting  his Annual llepo rt, w hich was laid  on the 

table, and ordered to be printed.

On motion,

The House

A djourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Upham, of Waltham, presented the Petition of 
Gideon Haynes and others, of Waltham, in relation to 
Burial Grounds.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Bowers, of Milford,

The Petition of Elbridge Mann and others, in aid of 
the Petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, for a new 
County.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Griffin, of Charlestown,

The Petition of T. T. Sawyer, Mayor of Charlestown, 
and others, for Amendment of the Act of 1854, in rela
tion to Warren and Charles River Bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
11
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Mr. Jenkins, of Andover,

The Remonstrance of Nathan W. Hazen, to the Peti
tion of the Boston and Maine Railroad, for leave to 
amend and refile their location.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Davenport, of Chicopee, offered the following Or
der :—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
Trustee Process, for the collection of debts.

Rejected.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Female Medical Education Society, 
for aid, was

Referred to the Committee on Education.
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The Petition of the Charles River Railroad Company, 
for alteration of their charter,

And

The Petition of the Harvard Branch Railroad, for an 
Act explanatory of their charter,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petition of the Fort Hill Corporation, for a tem
porary railway,

And

The Petition of John Adams and others, for incorpora
tion as a Mutual Fire Marine Insurance Company in 
Boston,

And

The Petition of George T. Rice and others, to be in
corporated by the name of the Worcester and Nashua 
Telegraph Company,

And

Ihe Petition of M. Black, Jr., and Company, of Dan
vers, for leave to extend their wharf,

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Petitions of Artemas Lee and others ; and the

Petition of Gilman Day and others, in reference to a 
Division of Worcester County ;

Were severally referred to the Jo in t  Special Committee 
having charge of that subject.

The Petition of the inhabitants of Medford for a 
bridge,

Was referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

The Report on Petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, 
(taken from the files of last year,)

Was referred to the Joint Special Committee on the 
Division of Worcester County.

The Report on Petition of the inhabitants of Tolland, 
for the establishment of the west line of said town,

And

The Petition of Horatio Drunett and others,

And

The Petition of Joshua W. Leland and others, for the 
incorporation of the Town of Chapin,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Towns.



TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 1855. 117

The Report on Petition of Uriah Gardner,

And

The Report on Petition of Moses Brown, (severally 
from the files of last year,)

Were severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

The Report on Petition of Charles Hubbard and 
others, (taken from the files of last year,)

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petition of Obed Brooks and others, (from the 
files of last year,)

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing.

A communication from the Governor, relative to an 
Exposition of the Industry of all Nations, to be held at 
Paris, in May next, was read, and referred to the Com
mittee on Manufactures.

Severally in concurrence.
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Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Joint Standing Committee on the Library, be 
directed to inquire into the practicability and expediency 
of such alterations in the structure and proposed manner 
of finishing the apartment designed for the State Library, 
as shall render the apartment more suitable for the pur
poses of said Library.

On motion of Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Boll be in
structed to report a Besolve providing for the pay of the 
members of the Executive Council and the Legislature, 
for their travel and attendance, and also for the compen
sation of the Clerks and Chaplains of the Senate and 
House of Representatives.

The same committee are further ordered to report 
whether any, and if so, what provision shall be made for 
paying the members and officers of the two branches a 
certain sum monthly.

Mr. Slack, of Boston, offered the following Order: —

Ordered, That in the choice of an United States Sena
tor, (as assigned by this House for to-day, at twelve and 
a half o’clock, P. M.) the following plan be followed :—
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A Committee of Five shall be appointed by the Speaker 
to receive, assort, and count the votes in the presence of 
the House: the names of members shall be called by the 
Clerk, and each member shall come forward and deposit 
his vote in either of the boxes upon the table in front of 
tlie Speaker, in the order in which he may be called, the 
name of each member voting to be checked by the Clerk, 
and during the voting, the floor of the House shall be 
occupied exclusively by the members and officers of the 
same.

Laid over, under the Rule, on motion of Mr. King, of 

Roxbury.

Mr. Slack moved a suspension of the fiftieth Rule of 
the House requiring Orders to lay over for one day, and 
on that motion Mr. Eames called for the yeas and nays, 
which was sustained; and the roll having been called, it 
appeared that the motion was lost, and so the Order was 
laid over. [See Appendix.]

The hour having arrived specially assigned for the 
election of Overseers of Harvard University, the Senate 
came in, and the votes having been taken, it appeared 
that
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Messrs. Emory Washburn, of Worcester,
Nathaniel B. ShurtlefF, of Boston,
John II. Twombly, of Roxbury,
Thomas Bussell, of Boston, 

and Henry B. Wheelwright, of Taunton,

Were severally elected, and the business for which the 
two branches were convened, having been accomplished, 
the Convention dissolved, and the Senate withdrew.

The hour of the special assignment for the choice of 
Senator in the Congress of the United States, on the part 
of the House, having arrived, it was,

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, postponed till 
Tuesday next, at twelve o’clock, M.

Thereupon,

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lawrence,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. King, of Norwich, presented the Petition of the 
Town of Norwich for change of name.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Howes, of Dennis,

The Petition of Ira Wixon and others, for leave to 
build a Fish Weir.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Bliss, of Worcester,

The Petition of the President and Directors of the City 
Bank of Worcester, for increase of capital.

Mr. Johnson, of Lawrence,

The Petition of Jonathan E. Chase and others, for a 
Five Cents Savings Bank, in Lawrence.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

12



122 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr, Mayo, of Boston,

The Petition of Geo. H. Plummer and Wm. D Macy, 
for leave to extend their Wharf in Boston Harbor.

Mr. Vincent, of Edgartown,

The Petition of Charles E. Dunham, for liberty to 
build a Wharf in the Harbor of Edgartown.

Mr. Dyer, of Boston,

The Petition of Owen Adams and others, for incorpo
ration as the Quincy Point and Germantown Ferry Com
pany.

Mr. White, of Marblehead,

The Petition of Ephraim Brown, for leave to extend 
his Wharf.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of the Town of Swanzey was taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Farwell, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of requiring all rail

road companies, whose tracks lie within the State of 
Massachusetts, to construct and alter all bridges, tunnels, 
and other structures crossing above their tracks, so as to 

place them at least six feet above the tops of the highest 

cars, and by that means prevent the loss of the lives of 

employees, which frequently takes place on said rail
roads.

On motion of Mr. Jenks, of Adams,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in

structed to inquire into the expediency of so altering and 

amending chapter twTo hundred and seventy-four of the 

laws of this Commonwealth, passed in the year eighteen 

hundred and fifty, so that towns of five hundred families, 

and less than eight thousand inhabitants, may, at any 

legal meeting of the voters thereof called for this pur

pose, determine for themselves whether such schools as 

are provided for by law in said Act shall be maintained 

by any said town, and report to this House.
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On motion of Mr. Nash, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary he di
rected to inquire whether any, and if so what, further 

legislation is expedient in reference to the repairs of 
Ways and Bridges and the raising of Draws of Bridges.

On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of changing the 
place of holding the Supreme Judicial Court, now holden 

at Ipswich, in the county of Essex, so that it may be held 

at Salem, and also the expediency of changing the places 

of holding the June and September terms of the Court 

of Common Pleas, now holden at Ipswich and Newbury- 
port respectively, in said county of Essex, so that the 

June term may be held at Newbury port, and the Septem
ber term at Salem.
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On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem, it was

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consid
er the expediency of amending the Act relating to libels 
for divorce.

On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Hall of the House be granted this 
day, upon the adjournment of the same, for a meeting of 
the friends of the nominee for United States Senator.

On motion of Mr. Clark, of Boston,

Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 
granted to the members of the Legislature to-morrow, 
immediately after the adjournment, for the purpose of 
consultation in relation to the choice of United States 
Senator.

The Older of Mr. Brown, of Tolland, of the fifteenth 
instant, was taken up and indefinitely postponed.



126 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

A communication was received from the A uditor, in 
compliance with the Order of the tw elfth  inst., relative 
to expenditures for the Enlargement of the State House,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Bullard, from the Committee on Printing, submit
ted a

Report relative to the distribution of the volumes of 
Debates in the Constitutional Convention, which was read7 
and, under a suspension of the Buie, accepted.

On motion of Mr. Hiss, of Boston, it was

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to 
furnish such copies of the Constitutional Debates as are 
provided for in the Report of the Committee on Printing.

The Petition of Mary II. Merrick, for grant of power 
to legalize the sale of certain lands,

Was taken from the table, and referred to the Com
mittee on Probate and Chancery.
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Mr. Huntington, of Northampton,

Presented the Memorial of the Justices of the Court 
of Common Pleas, requesting that moneys which accrued 
to the Treasury by the vacancies in their Court, be paid 
to the widow of their late Chief Justice.

Laid on the table.

The same gentleman, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to'whom was referred the Petitions of George Lane 
and L. F. Avery,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending their re
ference to the Special Committee on that subject.

Read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred an Order relating to the Board of 
Examiners of returns of votes for County Commissioners,

Reported

A Bill in addition to An Act concerning County Com
missioners,

Which was read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Papers from the Senate.
The Report of Commissioners for Consolidating the 

General Statutes, was referred to a Joint Special Com
mittee consisting of Messrs. Richmond, Andrews, and 
Baker, of the Senate, to be joined on the part of the 
House.

The Report on Petition of Daniel Crowd and others, 
was taken from the files of last year and committed to a 
Joint Special Committee, consisting of Messrs. White and 
Lucas of the Senate, to be joined by the House.

The Report on Petition of Charles Endicott, was taken 
from the files of last year and committed to the Joint 
Special Committee on that subject.

The Report on Petition of the Selectmen of Brewster 
and Augustus Paine and others, was taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

The Petition of Cushing Burr and others, in aid of 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others, for the formation 
of a new County, was referred to the Joint Special Com
mittee having charge of that subject.
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The Report of the Committee on Joint Rules and 
Orders, was read and accepted.

The Petition of W. G. I). McVey, in behalf of Chris
tian Union, Temperance, Education, Employment, Jus- 
tice, Health and Human Happiness,

Was referred to the Committee on Education.

Severally, in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Joint Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
so amending the existing statute, in respect to pews in 
all churches, as to provide that they shall be deemed per
sonal property; such amendment not to affect any exist
ing right of dower in said pews.

Also,

lhat the Clerk of the Senate give notice to 

Emory Washburn, of Worcester,
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, of Boston,
John H. Twombly, of Roxbury,
Thomas Russell, of Boston, 

and Henry B. Wheelwright, of Taunton,
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That they have been elected Overseers of Harvard Col
lege, and that he also inform the Secretary of said Board 
of Overseers, of the election made this day by the two 
branches of the Legislature.

Also,

That the Committee to whom was referred the Report 
on Revising the Statutes of the Commonwealth, consider 
the expediency of framing and embodying, in an Appen
dix, the forms of the Bonds, Deeds, and other instruments 
which are required and made necessary by the statutes, 
and report thereon for the action of the Legislature.

The Annual Report of the Librarian of the State 
Library,

W as referred to the Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed,

In concurrence.

The Order of Notice on the Petition of E. Forristall 
and R. I). Parmelee, was issued in concurrence, with 
amendments, which were sent up for concurrence.
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The Order of Mr. Slack, of yesterday, was again laid 
over.

The Resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow 
money in anticipation of the revenue, was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hills, of Franklin,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Bliss, of Worcester, presented the Petition of Sa
rah E. Wall, praying for a law securing to woman the 
right of suffrage.

Tire same gentleman presented the Petition of George 
W. Richardson, mayor of the city of Worcester, asking 
that an Act to establish a Fire Department in the town 
may be repealed, and that the Charter of said city of 
Worcester may be so amended that the City Council shall 
have full power to reorganize and regulate said Fire 
Department.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Clark, of Boston,

The Petition of the City of Boston, in relation to 
Trust Funds.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
13
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Mr. Jenkins, of Andover,

The Petition of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 
for the use of the Hall of the House of Representatives 
on Thursday evening, January 25, 1855.

Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings.

Mr. Clark, of Boston,

The Petition of the City of Boston, for continuation of 
a temporary Railroad Bridge over the South Bay.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Chase, of Harwich,

The Petition of Jesse Tuttle, for leave to construct a 
Fish Weir in Harwich.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Nash, of Boston,

The Petition of Edwin A. Forbush and others, for an 
Act of incorporation as “ The Forbush Power Sewing 
Machine Company.”
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Mr. Bliss, of Worcester,

The Petition of John Goulding and others, to be incor

porated as the Worcester Carpet Company, for the man

ufacture cf Carpets in the city of Worcester.

Mr. King, of M iddleboro’,

The Petition of J. W. P. leaks and others, to he in

corporated as the Middleboro’ Gas Light Company.

.Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Abercrombie, of Quincy,

The Petition of T. C. Webb and others, to be incorpo- 
srated as a Five Cents Savings Bank in Quincy.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

The Petition of J. Vincent Browne and others, for a 
Five Cents Savings Bank in Salem.
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Mr. Slack, of Boston,

The Petition of Franklin Greene, Jr., and others, for a 

Bank at Jamaica Plains.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

On motion of Mr. Nichols, of Berkley,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance be instructed to consider the expediency 
of making Insurance Companies further liable for the 
acts of their agents.

On motion of Mr. Peabody, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of appointing an Inspector 
of Prisons for the Commonwealth, and report by bill or 
otherwise.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Brock, of Nantucket, offered the following Or
der : —•

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
inquire into the expediency of so altering or amending 
the seventy-eighth section of the thirty-sixth chapter of 
the Revised Statutes, that Savings Institutions can have 
the right to take in security for loans, real estate out of 
this Commonwealth, and report a Bill in accordance with 
that object,

Which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Reed, as amended by Mr. Simonds, 
of Haverhill,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of changing the place 
of holding the Supreme Judicial Court now held in 
Ipswich, in the county of Essex, so that said court shall 
be held alternately at Newburyport, Lawrence, and 
Salem,



138 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

On motion of Mr. Nash, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di
rected to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
first and second sections of the three hundred and twen
ty-second chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, by substituting the word “ ninetieth ” for 
“ nineteenth,” therein, and for confirming actions and 
proceedings under said sections, as if said statute had 
originally referred to the ninetieth chapter of the Re

vised Statutes,

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Haverhill,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any, and if any, what further legislation is ex
pedient or necessary in regard to the taxation of mort

gaged real estate.

On motion of Mr. Remiek, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of taking from the Justices of the 
Court of Common Pleas, the power to set aside the ver

dicts of juries in civil causes.
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On motion of Mr. Bigelow, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
Bill giving to police officers in cases of criminal arrest, 
the same powers that are accorded to constables, in chap
ter fifteenth, section seventy-seventh, of the Revised 
Statutes.

Mr. Burnham, of Lowell, offered the following Order :

Ordered, That a Select Committee of Five be appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of presenting a Bill for 
the promotion of medical science relating to the practice 
of dissection in the Medical Colleges in this State.

Adopted. Committee tc be appointed.

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
State, transmitting the Sheriffs’ Returns for 1854.

Laid on the table.
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Mr. Taft, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Reported

An Order of Notice on the Petition of George N. 
Smith and others, which was adopted, and the Report 
accepted.

Mr. Huntington, from the same committee,

Reported

A Resolve for the Amendment of the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights, in relation to the Rights of Juries.

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

The Orders of the Day were taken up,

And

The Bill in addition to An Act concerning County 
Commissioners, was read a second time, and laid on the 
table.

The Report relative to the Petitions of George Lane 
and S. F. Morey, was accepted.
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On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms cause to be pre

pared, printed and bound in the usual manner, the book 
of Rules and Orders of this House; said book to con

tain all the matter that has usually been published 

therein.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

Ordered, That the use of the Hall of the House of 
Representatives be granted to the legislative members of 

the American Party, for the purpose of holding a caucus 

to nominate a candidate to fill a vacancy in the Board of 

Overseers of Harvard University, on Friday, January 

nineteenth, immediately after the adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Burnham, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to 
furnish additional rooms and accommodations for the 

use of the members of this House, in depositing their 

wearing apparel during the session of the House.
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On motion, the Order of Mr Slack, of Boston, of the 
sixteenth instant, was taken up, and after discussion, 
amended and adopted.

Mr. Stone, of Boston, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That during the intervals, while the House 
is not in session, the Representatives’ Hall shall be under 
the charge of the Sergeant-at-Arms, to be used only for 
such meetings as the Legislature shall order, and for 
legislative purposes.

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, laid over, un
der the Rule.

A communication was received from the Treasurer, 
transmitting a statement of receipts and payments for the 
year ending December thirty-first, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, which was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to 
furnish the members of the House with the envelopes 
provided for in the Order of Mr. Slack, of Boston, as 
amended by Mr. Lames, of Malden.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Report on the Petition of Charles II. Gooding 
and others, was taken from the files of last year and 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

In concurrence.

Report of the Committee on the Governor’s Address 
was read, laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance be instructed to inquire and report whether any fur
ther legislation is necessary in relation to the business of 
Loan and Fund Associations.

Also,

That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance 
consider and report if any further legislation is necessary 
to regulate the passage of boats and vessels through 
draw-bridges on navigable waters.

The Petition of Seth Adams for leave to extend his 
wharf, was referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.
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The Petition of Alonzo Lewis and others, to have Egg 
Rock ceded to the United States,

Was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

John Russell,
The Town of Tolland,
Amos Abbott and others,
James Smith,
The Boston and Maine Railroad,

for leave to amend and re file its location;

The Boston and Maine Railroad, for leave to 
enter on the Saugus and South Reading Rail
road ;

The Inhabitants of the Town of Erving,
Andrew Haskins and others,
Horatio Dennett, and others,
The Saugus Branch Railroad,
The South Reading Branch and Eastern Rail

road,
The Essex Railroad, 

and P. J. Stone and others.

Severally in concurrence.
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An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of Gil
man Day and others, in concurrence with an amendment.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of Fall 
River, was returned non-concurred, and committed to the 
Committee on Claims, in concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of B. F. 
Bailey, referring the same to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, was adopted, in concurrence.

The Resolve in favor of William Stowe, was passed to 
be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.



*
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Brock, of Nantucket, presented the Petition of

E. M. Gardner and others, in relation to Insane Hos
pitals and Reform Schools.

Referred to the Committee on Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Munroe, of Boston,

The Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, for 
leave to discontinue a draw which has fallen into disuse, 
and to widen one of their viaducts.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Wetherell, of Newton,

The Petition of J. D. Towle and another, for payment 
for Plans of State House.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Bull, of Concord,
14
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The Petition of the Committee of the State Board of 
Agriculture, for aid to purchase land lying contiguous to 
the State Reform School.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Stetson, of South Scituate,

The Petition of the Eliot Bank, for extension of time 
to pay in New Stock.

Mr. Kinsman, of Salem,

The Petition of William Sutton and others, for a Five 
Cents Savings Bank, in Salem.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

On motion of Mr. Batchelder, of Lynn, it was

Ordered, ihat the Committee on Education consider 
the expediency of reporting in favor of altering or amend
ing section first, chapter two hundred and forty, of the 
Supplements of the Revised Statutes, in relation to the 
attendance of children at the Public Schools, by substi
tuting “ sixteen” instead of “ fourteen.”

Also,

Ordered, That the same committee report in favor of 
so altering or amending section third, chapter two hun-
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dred and forty, of the Supplements to the Revised 
Statutes, that it shall be the duty of the School Com
mittee of the several towns and cities to inquire into all 
violations of the first section of this Act, and report the 
same to the Treasurer of the town or city in which such 
violation may occur.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hills, of Franklin,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace all over the Com
monwealth, the same as they now have in their respective 
counties; or so much thereof as relates to taking ac
knowledgment of deeds, and other legal instruments, 
and the issuing of subpoenas.

On motion of Mr. Remick, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of establishing a Police Court in 
the city of Charlestown.

On motion of Mr. Warner, of Northampton,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency ol amending the fifteenth chapter of
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the Revised Statutes, in sections nineteen, thirty-three, 
thirty-six, thirty-seven, and also the twentieth section of 
the twenty-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes, so as 
to give the penalties therein created to the county instead 
of towns.

Mr. Nash, of Boston, by leave of the House, intro
duced a

“ Bill in relation to damages sustained by the laying 
out of Town Ways, and for other purposes,” which was

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Griffin, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order relative to amendment 
of chapter two hundred and seventy-four, of the Laws of 
eighteen hundred and fifty,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and recommending reference 
of the same to the Committee on Education.

Accepted, under a suspension of the Rule.

Mr. Bigelow, from the Committee on Public Charita
ble Institutions,

Reported
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A resolve in favor of Levi L. Goodspeed, which, under 
a suspension of the Rule, was read twice, and ordered to 
a third reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

William Wright, of Boston,
Thomas H. Carruth,
Elijah Holton and others,
John Watson and others,
G. W. Waring and others,
Joshua Cole and others,
Moses Warren,
The Boston Wharf Company;
Sylvester Jewett and Joseph Dana,
The Town of West Roxbury,
The Charles River Railroad,
The Citizens of Braintree, 

and Joshua W. Leland and others.

Severally in concurrence.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of A. 
C. Mayhew and others, in concurrence, with an amend
ment.

Sent up for concurrence.

the Petition of Aaron Clafflin and others, for an Act of 
incorporation as the Milford Hotel Company,

M as referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.
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The Petition of David H. Plumb and others, asking 
for the re-enactment of the Amendments to the Constitu
tion, passed by the last Legislature,

And
The Petition of J. T. Woodbury and others, for Amend

ments to the Constitution, relative to the reading of Pro
testant Scriptures in Schools, and Trial by Jury,

And
The Petition of Sylvanus Adams and others, for Con

stitutional Amendments relative to the qualification of 
legal voters,

Were referred to the Committee on Constitutional 
Amendments.

The Petition of Benjamin Blackwood and others, for 
the incorporation of a new town, to be called Norfolk, 
from the territories of the towns of Wrentham, Franklin, 
Medway, Medfield and Walpole, in the county of Nor
folk, was referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Joint Standing Committee on Manufactures 
consider the expediency of passing a general Act for the 
establishment of Gas Companies.
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Also,

That the Committee on Railroads and Canals be re
quested to examine the propriety of a law, compelling 
railroad companies to forward all freights left at any 
stations within two days after the time it was deposited 
at the freight house of said railroad company.

The Inspector’s Return of the Hospital at Rainsford’s 
Island, was committed to the Committee on Public Char
itable Institutions, in concurrence.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen on the 
part of the House, on the Joint Special Committee on 
the Consolidation of the General Statutes, viz.:—

Messrs. Palmer, of Lanesboro’,
Nash, of Boston,
Whipple, of Salem,
Foster, of Hanson, 

and Mason, of Hancock.

Also,
The following gentlemen as the Committee, under the 

Order of Mr. Burnham, of Lowell, of the eighteenth in
stant, viz.:—

Messrs. Burnham, of Lowell,
Smith, of Amherst,
Presbrey, of Taunton,
Phelps, of Boston, 

and Carpenter, of Rehobotbu
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Also,

The following gentlemen on the part of the House on 
the Committee on the Petition of Daniel Crowd, viz.

Messrs. Penniman, of Braintree,
Robinson, of Charlestown,
Capen, of Canton,
Tower, of Chesterfield, 

and Mann, of Boston.

The Order of Mr. Stone, of Boston, was, on his motion, 
again laid over.

On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston, the Bill in addi
tion to an Act concerning County Commissioners, was 
taken from the table, and under a suspension of the 
Rules was ordered to a third reading.

On motion of the same gentleman, the Resolves for the 
Amendment of the Constitution and Bill of Rights, in 
relation to the Rights ot Juries, was taken from the 
table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Fitch, of Hopkinton, presented the Petition of 
Eli fhayer and others, for an Act of incorporation as the 
New England Emigrant Aid Company.

On motion of Mr. Jewett, of Lowell,

The Petition of the City of Lowell was taken from
the files of last year.

Mr Eobinson, of Charlestown, presented the Petition 
of lion T. T. Sawyer, Mayor of Charlestown, in rela
tion to the Act of June twelve, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four.

Mr. Coggswell, of Leicester,

The Petition of Bejamin NT. Bullock for redress of 
grievance by legal process.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
15
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Mr. Hall, of Bradford,

The Petition of George Coggswell and others, Direc-
O  D O

tors of the Union Bank in Haverhill, for an increase of 
capital stock,

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Howes, of Dennis,

The Petition of Barnabas W. Eldridge and others, of 
Dennis, for leave to build a Fish Weir,

Was referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Hill, of Billerica,

The Petition of .Joseph Reed and others, citizens of 
the towns of Chelmsford, Billerica, Carlisle, and Bedford, 
for a Railroad from Lexington to North Chelmsford,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Nash, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di
rected to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
eighty-second section of chapter three hundred and twelve 
of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, so that the 
party removing actions to the' Supreme Judicial Court 
shall be compelled to enter them as therein provided. |

Also,

As to whether any further legislation is necessary to 
prevent delays in the trial of actions, where applications 
are made for removal from the Court of Common Pleas 
to the Supreme Judicial Court.

Also,

As to the expediency of amending the Act of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, chapter three hundred and twelve, 
by fixing the time within which answers in the Supreme 
Court shall be filed.
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Mr. Hamblin, of Charlestown, introduced the following 
Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con

sider the expediency of providing by law, that whenever 
it shall appear by a certificate of a witness, or otherwise, 
that any witness has attended Court, as such, at the same
time in two or more cases, the Court may, on application,

✓
make an apportionment of the fees of such witness, 
among such cases, as may appear just and equitable,

Which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Phelps, of Boston, as amended by 
Mr. Hood, of Somerset,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, be requested to report upon the expedi
ency of providing by law for the appointment of Commis
sioners, whose duty it shall be to examine, from time to 

time, into the condition and affairs of all Insurance Com
panies, doing business in this Commonwealth.

Sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Moore, of Abington,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of repealing so much of section fif
teen of the nineteenth chapter of the Kevised Statutes, 
as relates to laying lands common, and releasing the par
ties from sustaining partition fences.

On motion of Mr. Frye, of Marlborough,

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing authorize 
the State Printer to furnish copies of the General Court 
Kecords up to the time of the adoption of the Constitu
tion, to any citizen of this Commonwealth who may 
desire and pay for the same.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be instruct
ed, to consider the expediency of making the “ American 
Patriot ” one of the official organs for the State Adver
tising.

On motion of Mr. George, of Boston,

Oidered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the justice and expediency of 
having incorporated into the Constitution of this Com-
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monwealth, provisions which will effectually secure to all 
persons on Massachusetts soil, their inherent and inalien
able rights in all cases whatsoever, except as a punishment 
for crime, and that they shall not be deprived of said 
rights without trial by jury, and what is called due pro
cess of law.

Mr. Webster, of Chelsea, offered the following Order :

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of repealing or amending the Act 
passed in eighteen hundred and fifty-four, in relation to 
Incendiarism,

Which was rejected, but subsequently

Mr. Williams, of Boston, moved its reconsideration, 
which motion was placed in the Orders of the Day for 
Monday.

Mr. Johnson, of Boston, introduced the following Or
der :—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be re
quested to inquire into the propriety of so amending the 
sixth section of the ninety-seventh chapter of the Re
vised Statutes of this Commonwealth, that Alias and
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Plures executions may be renewed and issued at any 
time within three years next after the return day of the 
last preceding execution, instead of the time now fixed 
by law, and to report thereon to this Legislature,

Which was rejected, but subsequently, Mr. Kimball, 
of Salem, moved to reconsider the vote, which motion 
was placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.

Mr. Swift, of Boston, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary to whom was referred the Order relative to the 
elevation of railroad bridges, reported requesting to be 
discharged, and referring the same to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, which report, under a suspension 
of the Rules, was accepted, and the Petition referred.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Burnham, of Lowell, presented the Petition of 
1 homas Saunders and others, of Lowell, asking the repeal 
of an Act establishing a Police Court in said city, and the 
establishing of a Municipal Court instead thereof, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Papers from the Senate.

The Bill concerning the Danvers Railroad Company 
was read and ordered to a second reading.
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Ordered, in concurrence,

That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance consider the expediency of passing a. General Act 
for the incorporation of Insurance Companies, and report 
by bill or otherwise.

The Petition of the Providence, Warren and Bristol 
Railroad Company for amendment of charter, was re
ferred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, in con
currence.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

The Danvers Railroad Company, in part, 
The Mayor of the City of Boston,
Charles Hubbard and others,
Isaiah Turner,
Seth Adams,
B. F. Bayley and others,
M. Black, Jr., and Company,
Joseph Robbins and others,
The Fort Hill Corporation, 

and Daniel Parkhurst.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Order of Notice on Petition of Gilman Day and 
others, came down with the House amendment non- 
concurred in, and certain amendments added and sent 
down for concurrence, which were non-concurred in, and 
the Order was recommitted with instructions, to the 
Joint Special Committee for the Division of W orcester 

County.

Sent up for concurrence.
I

The Orders of the Day were taken up,

And

The Resolve in favor of Levi L. Good speed, after be
ing amended in its title, was read again, and passed to be 
engrossed.

And

The Act, in addition to an Act, concerning County 
Commissioners, was read again, and passed to’ be en
grossed.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Ihe Resolves for the amendment of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights, in relation to Rights of Juries,

'Were laid on the table.
15*
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On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston, the Report of the 
Committee on the Governor’s Address was taken fiom 
the table, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported an Act

To amend the three hundred and twenty-second chap
ter of the Statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Prince, from the Committee on the Pay Roll, re
ported a Resolve

Providing for the pay of the Legislature and its officers 
monthly, which was read and ordered to a second reading.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.



*

*
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’,

Presented the Petition of E. P. Carpenter and others, 
concerning the inspection of Nunneries, Convents, &c.

Referred to a Joint Special Committee, and the Speak
er appointed the following gentlemen as said committee, 
on the part of the House, viz.:—

Messrs. Littlefield, of Foxboro’,
Hiss, of Boston,
King, of Middleboro’,
Lapham, of Sandwich, 

and Emery, of Orange.

Mr. Clark, of Boston,

The Petition of the City of Boston, for leave to extend 
North Charles Street,

TV hich was referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

16



166 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

Also,

The Petition of the City of Boston, for leave to extend 
Albany Street.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown,

The Petition of Paul L. Bangs for leave to build a 
wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr Smith, of Cambridge,

The Petition of the Cambridge Railroad Company for 
an Act in addition to an Act incorporating said Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Williams, of Boston,

The Petition of the City of Boston in regard to street 
improvements.

Referred to a Joint Special Committee, and the Speaker
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appointed the following gentlemen as said Committee on 
the part of the House, viz.:—

Messrs. Williams, of Boston,
Stockbridge, of Hadley,
Taft, of Worcester,
Munroe, of Boston, 

and May, of Roxbury.

Mr. Brown, of Fitchburg,

The Petition of Timothy Hoar and others in aid of 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others, for the formation 
-of a new County,

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge 
of that subject.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

The Petition of Wright, Winslow and others, for a 
Savings Bank in Boston, was taken from the files of last 
year and referred to the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing,

Mr. Dodge of Danvers,

Presented the Remonstrance of Jonas Warren against 
the Petition of W . Black & Company for the extension 
of their wharf in Danversport.
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Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Rice, of Newton,

On leave, introduced a Bill entitled “ An Act for the 
diffusion of the Knowledge of American Law and Citi
zenship.”

Referred to the Joint Special Committe on the Consol
idation of the General Statutes.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Prescott, of Westford, on leave, introduced a Bill 
requiring Clerks of Courts of Common Pleas to make 
reports to the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Burnham, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery consider the expediency of so amending the law in 
regard to Taxation of Real Estate as to provide that the 
owner thereof shall be assessed for only the value thereof, 
over and above any mortgage that may exist on the
same.
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On motion of Mr. Nash, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di
rected to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the granting of divorces from the bonds of mat
rimony in all cases where they are now granted from bed 
and board; and also for reducing the time of desertion, 
as ground for granting a divorce, from five to three years.

On motion of Mr. Hiss, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the ninety-fifth chap
ter of the Revised Statutes, as to exempt all persons from 
serving as jurors who are not native born citizens, or who 
are unable to read and write.

«

On motion of Mr. Jewett, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Federal Relations 
report to this House, by resolution or otherwise, the ex
pediency of instructing our Senators and recommending 
our Representatives in Congress to co-operate with us in 
the repeal of the duties on coal.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Farwell, of Boston,
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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
requested to inquire into the expediency of requiring all 
Roman Catholics, on being naturalized, to renounce alle
giance to the Pope of Rome as a temporal prince.

On motion of Mr. Viall, of Melrose,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the Naturalization Laws as to stay further proceedings 
in the issuing of “ First Papers of Naturalization.”

On motion of Mr. Bryant, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Board of Commissioners on the 
extension of the State House be, and they are hereby 
instructed to give a detailed report of their doings, up to 
the present time, to this House.

On motion of Mr. Haskins, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia consider 
the expediency of limiting the Military to the present 
number of organized American Companies ;

Also,

What measures, if any, are necessary to improve the 
efficiency and discipline of the same.
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On motion of Mr. Rogers, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of making it a penal offence for any 
person to convey Real Estate, by deed, mortgage, or oth
erwise, knowing that prior incumbrances exist, w'ithout 
making the same known to the grantee or mortgagee, 
before receiving the consideration.

On motion of the same gentleman,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider and report upon the expediency of abolishing the 
office of Criers of Courts in this Commonwealth.

The Order of Mr. Stone, of Boston, of the eighteenth 
instant, was taken up, and, after debate, indefinitely post
poned.

On motion of Mr. Denham, of New Bedford,

Ordered, lhat the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of so altering or 
amending the laws of this Commonwealth, that persons 
imprisoned on Warrants of Distress may be liberated be
fore the termination of their natural lives.
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On motion of Mr. Wetherell, of Taunton,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of reporting in favor of altering or 
amending section second, chapter seventy-two, of the 
Supplement to the llevised Statutes, in relation to an 
Act concerning Mortgages of Personal Property, so that 
whenever the mortgagor shall remove property in his 
possession, to any other town or city, he shall notify the 
mortgagee, and the mortgagee shall cause the mortgage 
to be recorded in the town or city to which the property 
may be removed; and if he neglect so to do, for thirty 
days after the removal of said property, if he has knowl
edge of the removal, the property shall be subject to at
tachment.

On motion of Mr. Burnham, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of increasing the number of the 
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas;

Also,

f  Of increasing the salaries of the several District 
Attorneys, and providing by law for the appointment 
of an assistant District Attorney, for the county of 
Suffolk.
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Papers from the Senate.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of 
Benjamin Rockwood and others.

The Report on Petition of Harvey Fowler (taken 
from the files of last year,) was referred to the Commit
tee on Claims.

Severally in concurrence.

The Order of Notice on the Petition of A. C. Mayhew 
and others, with certain House amendments thereon, 
came down non-concurred in, and the same recommitted, 
with instructions, to the Joint Special Committee on that 
subject, which was concurred in.

The Bill to continue in force the Acts incorporating 
the Old Colony Insurance Company, of Plymouth, and 
to authorize an increase of its capital stock,

And

The Bill authorizing an increase of the capital stock 
of the Douglass Axe Manufacturing Company,

And

Bill for the appointment of a Commissioner to attend 
the exposition of the Industry of all Nations, to be held 
at Paris, in May, 1855,

W ere severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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The Orders of the Day were taken up,

And

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order 
of Mr. Webster, of Chelsea, relative to Incendiarism 
was rejected, was carried, and the Order adopted.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order 
of Mr. Johnson, of Boston, relative to amendment of 
Revised Statutes in certain particulars wras rejected, was 
carried, and the Order adopted.

The Bill to amend the three hundred and twenty-second 
chapter of the Statutes of 1854,

And

The Resolve, providing for the pay of the Legislature 
and its officers monthly, were severally read a second time, 
and ordered to a third reading.

The Senate Bill concerning the Danvers Railroad Com
pany was read twice, and passed to be engrossed, in con
currence.

The Report of the Committee on the Governor’s Ad
dress was accepted, in concurrence, with an amendment 
referring the third section to the Committee on Federal 
Relations,

Which was sent up for concurrence.
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The Resolves for the amendment of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights, in relation to Rights of Juries,

Were taken from the table, and specially assigned for 
Wednesday next, at twelve o’clock, M.

The Engrossed Resolve, authorizing the Treasurer to 
borrow money, in anticipation of the Revenue, (which 
originated in the House,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Nash, of Boston.

Presented the Petition of the Boston and Lowell Bail- 
road Corporation for an extension of the time for con
structing their branch to Traverse Street, in Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Baihvays and Canals.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth,

The Petition of A. Baker and others, to stop seining in 
the rivers and creeks in the town of Dartmouth.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Rich, of Salisbury,

The Petition of the Managers and Trustees of the 
Provident Institution for Savings in the towns of Salis
bury and Amesbury, for an Act allowing said institution 
to hold real estate.

17
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And

Mr. Robinson, of Newbury port,

The Petition of the Mechanics’ Bank, of Newburyport, 
for remission of fine.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Hawley, of Springfield,

The Petition, of John M. Stebbins and others, to; be 

incorporated as an Insurance Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. White, of Marblehead,

Presented the Petition of Adoniram C. Orne, for in
demnity.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Swift, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Eli Thayer and others, 
the Order in relation to incorporating into the Constitu-
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tion of the State, provisions which will secure to all per
sons on Massachusetts soil their inherent and inalienable 
rights;

Also,

An Order relative to restricting the right of the elec
tive franchise,

Reported, asking to be discharged, and referring the 
same to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Also,

Mr. Howes, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the City of Lowell,
for leave to take water from the Merrimac,

«

Reported, asking to be discharged; and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Towns.

Also,

Mr. Lincoln, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order “ Relative to extending the jurisdic
tion of Justices of the Peace, in certain cases,”

Reported inexpedient to legislate.

Also,

lhe same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order concerning eligibility to 
office in this Commonwealth,
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Reported, asking to be discharged, and that the same 
be referred to the Joint Special Committee on Constitu
tional Amendments.

Also,

Mr. Huntington, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the three several Orders for changing the 
places of holding the Supreme Judicial Court in the 
comity of Essex, and certain terms of the Supreme 
Judicial Court and Court of Common Pleas, in said 
county, reported, asking to be discharged and that the 
same be referred to a Joint Special Committee.

Also,

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Benjamin N. Bullock, 
asking for aid from the State to defend in actions brought 
against him, and to defend his reputation, reported that 
the petitioner have leave to withdraw his Petition.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Hood, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Order instruct
ing said committee to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing an Act of eighteen hundred and fifty, chapter 
twenty-fifth,
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Entitled an Act to repeal an Act regulating the sale of 
hard or glance coal, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Eeport of the Committee to whom was referred 
the Governor’s Address, came down from the Senate with 
the House amendment concurred in, and the following 
gentlemen were appointed on the several Joint Special 
Committees named in the report, on the part of the Sen
ate, viz.:—

On Imprisonment for Debt,

Messrs. Wright, of Suffolk, 
and DeWitt, of Hampshire ;

To whom were joined

Messrs. Phelps, of Boston,
King, of Middleboro’,
Hill, of Cambridge,
Pope, of Barnstable, 

and Allen, of Adams,

On the part of the House.

On Intemperance,

Messrs. Ward, of Plymouth,
Cook, of Worcester,
Batchelder, of Essex, 

and Vincent, of Bristol;
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To whom were joined

Messrs. Huntington, of Northampton, 
Williams, of Cambridge,
Tubbs, of Boston,
Prince, of Essex,
Brown, of Fitchburg,
Moody, of Chicopee,
Bardwell, of Whately,
Hood, of Great Barrington,

Marsh, of West Roxbury,
Davis, of Fall River,
Timelier, of Yarmouth, 

and Vincent, of Edgartown,
On the part of the House.

The Speaker announced the following as the Joint 
Special Committee on the several Orders relative to the 
change of places for holding the terms of the Supreme 
Judicial Court in the county of Essex, and certain terms 
of the Supreme Judicial Court and Court of Common 
Picas, in said county, on the part of the House, viz.:—

Messrs. Kimball, of Salem,
Reed, of Newburyport,
Johnson, of Lawrence,
Wctherell, of Taunton, 

and Luther, of Douglas.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Rus
sell, of Salem, on the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery in the place of Mr. Kimball, of Salem, resigned.

Mr. Taft, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a Bill in relation to damages sustained 
by laying out townways, and for land taken for school- 
houses, reported the same in a new draft with amend
ments, which was read and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Bryant, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 
the expediency of repealing so much of the twenty-eighth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes as relates to the sawing 
of lumber by law.

Mr. Wilder, of Brookline, offered the following Or
der :—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
and report as to the expediency of allowing the Attor
ney-General of this Commonwealth to employ clerical 
assistance, in making up the annual report required of 
him by law.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Goff, of Westfield,
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Ordered, That the Judiciary Committee consider the 
expediency of amending the law, in relation to the 
election of the following town officers, viz.: Selectmen, 
Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, -and School Committees, 
so that a third of each Board only shall be elected annu

ally.

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
directed to consider the expediency of repealing an Act 
relating to sales under powers of mortgage deeds, cnapter 
three hundred and seventy-seven of the Acts of 1854.

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, be instructed to consider the expediency 
of enacting a law to prohibit the sale of goods by sample, 
in this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Bradford,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of regulating 
by law, and establishing a uniform system of railroad 
fares on the various railroads throughout the Common
wealth.

Sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Huntington, of Northampton,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire
into the expediency of granting jurisdiction to the United
States, over sites for light-houses on Egg Rods; Island
near Nahant, at Truro (Highlands) Cape Cod, on or near

«

‘‘ Point of Rocks ” Westport, on the Spit at the entrance 
of the Narrows, Boston Harbor, and a day-beacon on 
Point Alderton Bar, Boston Harbor.

Mr. Frazar, of Watertown, offered an Order, That the 
Committee on the Judiciary be instructed, to consider the 
expediency of reporting a Bill, directing the State of 
Massachusetts to offer a standing reward of twelve hun
dred dollars, or such sum as they deem proper, to be paid 
to the persons who shall give such information as shall 
lead to the conviction of an incendiary.

Which Order was rejected.

Mr. Stetson, of South Scituate, offered the followdng 
Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking, 
to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Address 
as relates to the repeal of the usury laws, be directed to 
consider the expediency of so amending the thirty-fifth
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chapter of the Revised Statutes, as to provide that hereaf
ter the interest of money shall be at the rate of seven dol
lars upon one hundred dollars, instead of as now provided* 
excepting only that on mercantile paper having less than 
eight months to run, the rate of interest may be expressed 
on its face, and that the same committee furnish to the 
House a detailed report of the practical effect and opera
tion of the present usury laws in this Commonwealth.

Laid over, under the Rule, on motion oi Mr. Little
field, of Foxborob

Mr. Hills, of Franklin, on leave, introduced a Resolve 
giving the right of suffrage to paupers and certain other 
persons, which was referred to the Committee on the 
J udiciary.

Papers from the Senate.

The Remonstrance of the Fitchburg Railroad Com- 
pany against the Petition of the Fitchburg and Worces
ter Railroad Company for leave to extend their road, was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, in 
concurrence.

A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston 
Hemp Manufacturing Company, was read and ordered to 
a second reading.
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Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

The Inhabitants, of Medford, 
and Charles H. Gooding and others,

Also,

Orders of Notice were reissued on the Petitions of

A. C. Mayhew and others, 
and Gilman Day and others.

Severally in concurrence.

At twelve o’clock, pursuant to assignment, the House 
proceeded to the election, on their part, of a Senator in 
the Congress of the United States, to fill the vacancy oc
casioned by the resignation of the lion. Edward Everett; 
and the vote having been taken it appeared that the Hon. 
H enry W ilson, of Natick, was chosen, and Mr. Slack, 
of Boston, was charged with a message to the Senate to 
inform that branch of such election.

On motion of Mr. Hiss, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Clark, of Boston,

Presented the Petition of the City of Boston in rela
tion to an error of accounts in the County of Suffolk.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

•Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

The Petition of John Gove and others, clothing deal
ers in Boston, for the enacting of a law to better secure 
their property while in the hands of workmen.

Mr. Swift, of Boston,

The Petition of R. E. Apthorp and others, praying for 
the passage of certain laws concerning the rendition of 
Fugitive Slaves.

18
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Mr. Gardner, of Marshfield,

The Petition of N. H. Whiting and others, to remove 
Edward G. Loring from office.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Blaisdell, of Methuen,

The Petition of the School Committee of Methuen, for 
allowance of School Fund,

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Ellis, of Rochester,

The Petition of Loring Meigs and David Pratt, for ex
tension of Wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Rogers, of Mansfield,

The Petition of John C. Codding and others, for the 
inspection of Nunneries and Convents.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that sub-
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Mr. Jones, of Salem,

The Petition of Joseph S. Cabot and others, proprie
tors of the Great Pasture in Salem, for an Act of incor
poration.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Frazar, of Watertown,

The Petition of the Selectmen and citizens of Water- 
town, on Burial Grounds.

Laid on the table.

Ihe Memorial of the Justices of the Court of Common 
Pleas,

TV as taken from the table, and referred to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary.

The Petition of George B. Billings and others, of the 
town of Dorchester,-to be annexed to the town of Quincy,

Referred to the Committee on Towns.
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Mr. Nash, of Boston,

The Petition of the Plymouth Cordage Company, for 
an increase of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Smith, of Cambridge,

The Petition of Charles W. Homer and others, for the 
incorporation of a part of the City of Cambridge, into a 
Town to be called Cambridge.

Referred to a Joint Special Committee,

And the Speaker subsequently reported the following 
gentlemen as said committee, on the part of the House, 
viz.:—

Messrs. Kinsman, of Salem,
Eames, of Malden,
Lovell, of Barnstable, 
Milliken, of New Bedford, 

and Neal, of Boston.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Has
kins, of Middleboro’, on the Joint Special Committee on 
that portion of the Governor’s Address, relative to In
temperance.

Mr. Griffin, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Sarah E. Wall, rela
tive to securing the Eight of Suffrage to Woman,

Eeported leave to withdraw.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Also,

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of the twentieth instant, 
relative to the expediency of amending the sixth section 
of the ninety-seventh chapter of the Eevised Statutes, so 
that Alias and Pluries executions may be renewed and 
issued at any time within three years next after the re
turn of the last preceding execution,

Reported inexpedient to legislate.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.
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Also,

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Hon. T. I. Sawyer, 
Mayor of Charlestown, in behalf of the City Council of 
said city, in relation to the Act of June four, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, reported a Bill, entitled an Act 
in addition to an Act, to regulate the sidewalks in the 
city of Charlestown,

Which was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Also,

Mr. Lincoln, from the same committtee, to whom was 
referred the Order relative to naturalization laws, re
ported that the subject does not come within the juris
diction of State legislation.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Also,

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom Avas referred the Order in relation to Catholics and 
Naturalization, reported that the subject does not come 
within the jurisdiction of State legislation.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.
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Also,

Mr. Taft, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Order, of the tenth instant, relative to Nunne
ries and Catholic Schools; also, an Order relating to the 
appointment of commissioners to visit institutions and 
places where persons are restrained of their liberty against 
their will, reported, that the same be referred to the Joint 

Special Committee on that subject.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Also,

Mr. Huntington, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order instructing them to inquire into 
the matter of claims now pending against the Common
wealth, or any Alien Passenger Commissioner, for capi
tation tax money, reported, asking to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject, which report, 
under a suspension of the Pules, ivas accepted.

Also,

Mr. Swift, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of Adoniram C. Orne, for indemnity 
for losses sustained by executing the laws of the State, 
reported, requesting to be discharged from the further
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consideration of the subject, and asking its reference to 
the Joint Special Committee on the Petition of Joseph 
Hockey, which report, under a suspension of the Pules, 
was accepted.

Also,

Mr. Peabody from the Committee on Public Buildings, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society for the use of the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, on the evening of the 25th 
instant, reported leave to withdraw, which report under 
a suspension of the Rules, was accepted.

On motion of Mr. Lovell, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth Sections of 
the one hundred and twenty-eighth chapter of the Re
vised Statutes of this Commonwealth, which relate to 
extra judicial oaths.

On motion of Mr. Carey, of Ipswich,

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Buildings be 
directed to inquire into, and make an early report of, all 
matters connected with the enlargement of the State
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House, and especially by what authority and under 
whose direction and supervision, and to what extent al
terations have been made in the plan adopted by a former 
Legislature, and the expense attending said alterations.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Lynn, it was

Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia consider 
and report upon the expediency of reimbursing the Vol
unteer Companies, recently disbanded by order of the 
Commander-in-Chief, a portion or the whole of the ex
penses incurred by them on uniforming and equipping 
themselves, according to law.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Order of Mr. Stetson, of South Scituate, of the 
twenty-third instant, was taken up, and amended, and as 
amended, adopted and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Goff, of Westfield, it was

Ordered, That all Committees having under considera
tion the amendment or alteration of any existing law, 
when reporting to this House (such report recommending 
amendments or alterations) be instructed to attach to 
their report the section or clause to be amended or al
tered.
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On motion of Mr. Eames, of Malden, it was

Ordered, That the Auditor of the State be directed to 
communicate for the information of this House, a state
ment of the receipts and expenditures of Malden Bridge 
from January 1st, 1850, to January 1st, 1855, specifying 
the amounts received for tolls, and the amounts expended 
for repairs, improvements, care of draws, and collection 
of tolls, and

Also,

The amount paid to Commissioners, to whom, and for 
what services, together with a statement of the fund in 
accumulation for the purchase of said bridge, as pro
vided in the law extending its charter.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lawrence, it was

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be re- 
quested to consider the expediency of reporting a Bill to 
so amend our common school law, that no person shall 
teach a private school in the elementary branches of an 
English education, in any city or town of this Common
wealth, until he or she shall have been duly qualified on 
examination before the School Committee or Superin
tendent of the Common Schools in the town or city 
where he or she shall be so employed as teacher.
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Also,

That the School Committees in the towns and cities of 
this Commonwealth, shall have power to visit all private 
schools, with a view to ascertain if the studies pursued 
are such as to meet the demands of a common school 
education, as now defined by law.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Petition of E. P. Carpenter and others, concern
ing Nunneries and Convents, which was referred to a 
Joint Special Committee, came down concurred, and

Messrs. Hitchcock, of Middlesex, 
and Pillsbury, of Hampden,

Were joined on the part of the Senate.

Also,

The Petition of the City of Boston in regard to street 
improvements, which was referred to a Joint Special 
Committee, came down concurred, and

Messrs. Barker, of Suffolk, 
and Robinson, of Bristol,

Were joined on the part of the Senate.
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The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the Resolve for the Amendment of the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights, in relation to rights of juries, having 
arrived, the Resolve was, after discussion, recommitted, 
with instructions to consider the expediency of reporting 
an Amendment to the Constitution in relation to the 
rights of juries.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Isaac Stebbins and others, in behalf 
of B. Farnum, proprietor of the Chelsea Omnibuses, for 
a reduction of tolls on Charles River and Warren 
Bridges,

Was referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

The Report on Petition of the Trustees of the Par
tridge Ministerial Fund, in Duxbury, (taken from the 
files of last year,)

Was referred to the Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of
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Thomas Sparrow and others,
Ira Wixon and others,
William W. Eldridge,
Jesse Tuttle and others,
Henry Kendrick and others,

And

The Petition of E. Forristall and R. D. Parmelee,

Was recommitted to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally in concurrence.

A Bill to amend an Act in Addition to an Act to in
corporate the Eagle Fire Insurance Company, was read 
and ordered to a second reading.

The Orders of the Day were taken up and the

Bill to amend the sixty-first section of the thirty-ninth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes, and for providing fur
ther remedies for persons whose lands are taken by rail
road companies,

And

The Bill to amend the two hundred and first section 
of the twenty-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes,
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And

The Bill to amend the fifteenth chapter of the Re
vised Statutes as to the election of Selectmen,

And

The Bill to continue in force the Acts incorporating 
the Old Colony Insurance Company, of Plymouth, and 
to authorize an increase of its capital stock,

And

The Resolve for the appointment of a Commissioner to 
attend the Exposition of the Industry of all Nations, to 
be held at Paris, in May, 1855,

And

The Bill relative to laying out townways, and land 
taken for School-houses,

And

The Bill in Addition to An Act to incorporate the Bos
ton Hemp Manufacturing Company,

Were severally read again, and ordered to a third read
ing.

The Bill to amend the three hundred and twenty-sec
ond chapter of the statutes of 1854,
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And

The Resolve providing for the pay of the Legislature 
and its officers, monthly,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed.

Severally sent up for concurrence,

The Act authorizing an increase of the capital stock 
of the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company was laid on 
the table.

The Report of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance on the Order relating to the Act regula
ting the sale of hard or glance coal, was accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned,
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. George, of Boston, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with,

Mr. Ellis, of Rochester, presented the Petition of 
Rogers L. Barstow and others, for the amendment of an 
Act passed May fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two, to incorporate the town of Marion,

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Nye, of Tisbury,

The Petition of Abner Mayhew and others, relative to 
a creek running from Squibnocket Pond to the sea.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Hussey, of Lancaster,

The Petition of Stedman Nourse and others, in aid of
the Petition of Artemas Lee and others,

19
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deferred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject 

Mr. Gould, of Chatham,

The Petition of Samuel Young for leave to construct 
a Fish Weir.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries,

Mr. Chandler, of Duxbury,

The Petition of William Cook for leave to extend his 
Wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Morse, of Dedham,

The Petition of Gideon Perkins, Jr., and others, to be 
incorporated as the Taunton Tack Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures,

Mr. Stone, of Boston,

The Petition of Daniel Upton and others, voters of 
Adams, for legislation regarding arrests of Fugitive 
Slaves, and Trial by Jury.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.
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Mr. King, of Middleboro’,

The Petition of Ebenezer Richmond and others, to be 
incorporated as the Middleboro’ Steam Mill Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Moore, of Gardner,

The Petition of C. S. Greenwood and others, in aid of 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Emery, of Orange,

The Remonstrance of the Vermont and Massachusetts 
Railroad Company against the Petition of the Eitchburg 
and Worcester Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Bryant, of Boston,

Ihe Petition of Theodore Parker and others, relative 
to certain persons testifying in courts of justice.

And
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Mr. Clifford, of Lowell,

The Petition of Charles Seaver and others, in aid of 
the Petition of Theodore Parker and others ;

And

Mr. Holbrook, of Weymouth,

The Petition of Atherton X. Hunt and others, of 
Weymouth, relative to the same subject.

Mr. Stone, of Boston,

The Petition of John C. Haynes and others, for the 
removal of E. G. Loring from office.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Dyer, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Petition of the City of 
Boston, in regard to Trust Funds,

Reported

A Bill concerning Trustees of Charitable Funds be
queathed to cities and towns, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow.

Mr. Griffin, from tire same committee-, to whom was
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referred the Petition of Mary XI. Merrick for grant of 
power to legalize the sale of certain lands,

Reported

A Resolve in favor of Mary H. Merrick, which was 
read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow.

The same gentleman, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order inquiring into the 
expediency of repealing a part of section fifteenth of the 
nineteenth chapter of the Revised Statutes,

Reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, which re
port was read and placed in the Orders of the Day for 
to-morrow.

Mr. Taft, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Resolves giving the right of suf
frage to paupers and certain other persons,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Constitutional Amendments,
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Which Report was read, and placed in the Orders of 
the Day for to-morrow.

Mr. Griffin, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order relative to various matters of Practice 
in the Supreme Judicial Court,

Reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon,

Which Report was read, and placed in the Orders of 
the Day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,

The Election of Preacher of the next Annual Election 
Sermon, was specially assigned for Thursday next, at 
twelve and one-half o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Jewett, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance consider the expediency of repealing so 
much of chapter four hundred and fifty-three of the Acts 
and Resolves of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, as re
lates to Foreign Insurance Agents in this Commonwealth.

Sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Craven, of Attleboro’,

Ordered, That the Committee on the J udiciary be in
structed, to consider and report on the expediency of 
enacting a law providing for the reparation of wrongs 
done those who, having been imprisoned, shall afterwards 
be found innocent of the charge or charges for which 
they were imprisoned.

Mr. Johnson, of Boston, offered the following Order :—

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be author
ized to cause to be printed, from time to time, for the use 
of the House,, such papers and documents as, in the opin
ion of said committee, may be necessary and expedient 
for the information of the House.

Rejected; but subsequently, on motion of Mr. Slack, 
of Boston, under suspension of the Rules, the vote was 
reconsidered and the Order adopted.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Amherst,

Ordered, That the Committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Governor’s Address, as refers to the sub
ject of Temperance, be instructed to inquire into the ex
pediency of appointing by the State, agents, whose duty 
it shall be to attend to the purchase and importation of 
foreign wines and ardent spirits; to attend to the man-
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ufacture of ardent spirits; and to provide such con
venient places as may be necessary for their deposit and 
beeping; to determine, as far as may be, the purity of 
the spirits and wines deposited, and to supply, from such 
places of general deposit, liquors and wines to the liquor 
agents appointed by the several towns.

And

Also, of prohibiting, so far as is consistent with the 
constitution and laws of the United States and the 
constitution of this Commonwealth, the purchase, impor
tation, and sale of such "wines, except by the aforesaid 
regularly appointed agents.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. May, of Roxbury, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 
the expediency of altering the time of redemption on 
mortgage of real estate, so as to make the time one year 
instead of three years.

Rejected.

On motion, the Order of Mr. Wilder, of Brookline, of 
the twenty-second instant, was taken from the table and 
adopted.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Zaccheus Ilowwassee and others, over
seers of the Gay Head Indians for a commission to de
termine the boundary of their lands, was referred to the 
Joint Special Committee on the Petition of the Punka- 
poag Indians.

The Petition of P. I). Walbridge and others, relative 
to the visitation of convents and schools not now open 
to the public, was referred to the Joint Special Commit
tee on that subject.

Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee on the con
solidation of the General Statutes, be directed to con
sider the expediency of so amending the Act, entitled an 
Act for the relief of insolvent debtors, and for the more 
equal distribution of their effects, and the several Acts in 
addition thereto, that all the various Acts and parts of 
Acts now in force relating to the same subject matter, 
may be brought together, and into one Act.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

Owen Adams and others,
Henry Jones and others,
Ephraim Brown,
Charles F. Dunham, 

and J. M. Usher and others.
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Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
first subject being the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the House on Tuesday accepted the Report “ In
expedient to legislate” on the Order relative to extend
ing the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace.

The motion to reconsider was carried, and the Report 
recommitted, with instructions to report a Rill in accord
ance with the the Order.

The Bills

“ To incorporate the Spy Pond Water Power Com
pany,”

And

“ To amend an Act to incorporate the Eagle Fire 
Insurance Company,” were severally read again, and or
dered to a third reading.

The House Bills

“ To amend the sixty-first section of the thirty-ninth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes, and providing further 
remedies for persons whose lands are taken by railroad 
companies,”
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“ To amend the two hundred and first section of the 
twenty-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes,”

“ To amend the fifteenth chapter of the Revised Sta
tutes, as to the election of Selectmen,”

“ Relative to laying out townways and land taken for 
school-houses,”

Were severally passed to he engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

The Senate Rills,

“ To continue in force the Acts incorporating the Old 
Colony Insurance Company of Plymouth, and to author
ize an increase of its capital stock,”

“ I11 addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston Hemp 
Manufacturing Company,”

And

Ihe Resolve for the appointment of a Commissioner 
to attend the Exposition of the Industry of all Nations, 
to be held at Paris, in May, 1855,”

Meie severally passed to be engrossed in concur
rence.
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The Report “ Inexpedient to legislate,” on the Order 
relative to Amending the sixth section of the ninety- 
seventh chapter of the Revised Statutes,

And

“ Leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of Sarah E. Wall,

And

“ Reference to Joint Special Committee,” on the Order 
relative to Nunneries, Catholic Schools, and the right of 
visiting places where arms and implements of war are 
concealed,

And

The Reports on the Order relative to Naturalization 
Laws,

And

On the Order relative to Catholics and Naturalization, 

W ere severally accepted.

The Act authorizing an increase of the Capital Stock 
of the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company,

Was taken from the table, and placed in the Orders of 
the Day for'to-morrow.
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The Bill concerning the Danvers Railroad Company, 
(which originated in the Senate,) was passed to be enact
ed, and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Milliken, from the Committee on the Judiciary,

Reported an Order of Notice on the Petition of Thomas 
Saunders and others,

Which was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Marsh, of Roxbury,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

Mr. George, of Boston, offered the following Order

Ordered, That during the remainder of the session, the 
reading of the Journal be dispensed with, which was dis
cussed, and,

On motion of Mr. Ingalls, of Plymouth,

The whole subject was postponed until the first day of 
April next.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Prince, of Essex, presented the Petition of Wil
liam A. Frogg and others, asking for the removal of 
Edward Greeley Loring from the office of Judge of Pro
bate.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
20
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Mr. Leighton, of Cambridge,

The Petition of L. Marrett and others, praying that 
the east part of the City of Cambridge may be incorpo
rated as a separate Town.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject

Mr. Rice, of Newton,

The Petition of Charles S. Macreading and others, in 
aid of the Petition of the Charles River Railroad,

And

Mr. Howard, of Lowell,

The Remonstrance of Sidney Spalding and others, 
against the Petition of the Boston and Lowell Railroad 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Whitcomb, of Bolton,

The Petition of George F. Rice and others, in aid oi 
the Petition of Artemas Lee and others,

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Divi
sion of Worcester County,
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On motion of Mr. Churchill, of Pittsfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing all 
Acts, or parts of Acts, relating to the holding of Real 
Estate by possession, and report by Bill or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Swift, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery consider the expediency of providing by law, that 
in the trials of libels for divorce, either party may have- 
the issue of fact to be determined therein, tried by a jury, 
if such party shall claim such trial in writing.

On motion of Mr. Bryant, of Boston,

Ordered, That the report of the Commissioners on the 
enlargement of the State House, directed to be furnished 
to this House under an Order of the twenty-second in
stant, be accompanied by the same general and mechani
cal description and drawings that accompanied the reports 
of said commissioners, to the Legislature of eighteen hun
dred and fifty-four. (Senate Document 76.)
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On motion of Mr. Lovell, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the appointment of a measurer 
of corn and grain, in such towns and ■cities in this Com
monwealth as shall require the same; and report thereon 
by Bill or otherwise.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed, to consider the expediency of amending the fifth 
section of chapter one hundred and sixty-three of the 
Acts passed in the year eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, and the fifth section of chapter one hundred and 
twenty-four of the Acts passed in the year eighteen hun
dred and forty-one, relative to the relief of insolvent 
debtors.

On motion of Mr. Prince, of Essex,

Ordered, That the Committee on Claims, consider the 
expediency of reporting to this House a Resolve provid
ing for the pecuniary relief of John V. Low, of Boston,
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who was for more than forty years assistant messenger 
to the Governor and Council of this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Batchelder, of Holliston.

Ordered, That the Committee on Education inquire 
and report as to the expediency of so altering or amend
ing chapter two hundred and twenty-three, section sec
ond, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and forty-six, and 
chapter one hundred and seventeen, section first of the 
Acts of eighteen hundred and forty-nine, that it shall be 
the duty of the Assessors of the several towns and cities 
in this Commonwealth to ascertain in the month of May 
of each year, the number of persons between the ages of 
five and fifteen years in their respective towns or cities 
and report the same to the school committee of said town 
or city on or before the first of October following.

And

Also consider and report in relation to Public Schools 
defraying their incidental expenses from the school 
money.

On motion of Mr. Lyon, of Lynn,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance consider the expediency of so amending
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sections eight and nine of the thirty-second chapter of 
the Revised Statutes, as to provide for a more efficient 
system of Pilotage, for the commerce of Massachusetts 
Bay.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
be instructed to inquire if the Savings Bank of the city 
of Salem complies with the law of the Commonwealth, in 
making investments of its deposits, and report to this 
Plouse thereon.

On motion of Mr. Kendall, of Westminster,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, inquire into the expediency of amending 
the Act entitled, An Act to exempt from levy on execu
tion, the homestead of a householder having a family, 
so far as it requires the owner of such property to give 
notice in the deed of purchase or otherwise, of his inten
tion to hold the same as a homestead, under the lawr of 
the Commonwealth.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Howard, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 
the expediency of so amending the Practice Act, as to 
provide,

First,—That in the trial of all civil causes, the Court 
may examine the parties under oath ;

Second,—That the Court may assign a time for trying 
any cause pending therein, and that no cause shall be 
continued, without leave of Court;

Third,—That all pleadings in equity shall be sworn to 
by the parties;

Fourth,—That all questions of law carried up to the 
Supreme Court shall be accompanied by a short statement 
in print, of the points and authorities relied upon by 
counsel for the parties, upon which the court may decide 
the same without further argument, unless otherwise 
ordered.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Haverhill,

Ordered, lhat the Committee on Railways and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting
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a Bill requiring railroad companies to employ no person 
who uses intoxicating liquors as a beverage, to fill any 
position where lives or property are at risk.

On motion of Mr. Bull, of Concord

Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture be in
structed to proceed to Westborough, for the purpose of 
examining the lands belonging to the State Reform 
School, and the lands proposed to be purchased for the 
use of said institution, and to report to this House 
whether it be wTise and necessary to make such purchases.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion Mr. Stone, of Boston,

Ordered, That Thursday, February first, at twelve, 
o’clock, M., be specially assigned as the time for the 
choice of a State Auditor for the current political year, 
and that a message be sent to the Senate proposing a 
Convention of the two Branches at that time for the 
purpose aforesaid, and Mr. Stone was charged with the 
message.
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Mr. Kimball, of Salem, offered the following order :—

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance consider the expediency of reporting a 
Bill declaring that the provisions of the thirty-first sec
tion of the four hundred and fifty-third chapter of the 
Acts passed in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
entitled “ An Act concerning Insurance Companies; ” 
enacting that no Foreign Insurance Company, by their 
agent in this Commonwealth, shall insure property in 
this Commonwealth, or contract for insurance with any 
residents in this Commonwealth unless the capital stock 
of the Company amounts to one hundred thousand dol
lars, all of which sums shall have been paid in and in
vested, (exclusive of stockholders’ obligations of any 
description, and the debts of the Company,) nor unless 
the Company is restricted by its charter or otherwise 
from incurring any greater hazard in one risk than one- 
tenth of its capital, do not apply to foreign Mutual In
surance Companies.
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Rejected; but subsequently Mr. Stone, of Boston, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote, which motion was 
placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Order of Mr. May, of Roxbury, cf the 
twenty-fifth instant, relative to mortgages on Real Estate, 
was rejected, which motion was placed in the Orders of 
the Eay for to-morrow.

Mr. Taft, of Worcester, offered the following Order:—

Whereas, by an Act of the eleventh of March, eigh
teen hundred and fifty-four, it ivas provided, that the 
County Commissioners then in office should be divided 
into three classes, whose terms of office should be deter
mined by lot, and should continue severally—of the first 
class, until the annual election in eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four; and of the second class until the annual elec
tion in eighteen hundred and fifty-five; and of the third 
class until the annual election in eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six; and, i.11 each case, until successors should be 
chosen and qualified in their stead, and no longer, and 
that afterwards one Commissioner should be chosen 
annually;

And
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Whereas, the Commissioners then in office had been 
elected by ballot by the people, for a prescribed number 
of years, which term had not expired at the time of the 
passage of the Act aforesaid, and could not expire before 
said Act was to take effect;

And

Whereas, discrepancies of opinion have arisen among 
the various Boards of Commissioners in regard to the 
construction which they are required to put upon the Act 
of the eleventh of March, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, by reason of which some have vacated their offices 
and others have not; and some who were elected under 
the Act aforesaid have entered upon the duties of the 
office and others have not; thus leaving it in doubt and 
uncertainty, whether the Acts done and performed by 
Boards of County Commissioners which have been 
changed or have not been changed under the operation 
of the Act aforesaid, are to be regarded as valid in law, 
and of binding force upon the people.

Therefore, to settle the construction which is to be put 
upon the statute of the eleventh of March, eighteeen hun
dred and fifty-four, and to secure uniformity in the con
stitution and action of the several Boards of County 
Commissioners, it is
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Ordered, That the Honorable, the Justices of the Su
preme Judicial Court, be requested, at their earliest con
venience, to communicate to the House of Representa
tives their opinion in answer to the following questions, 
viz.:—-

First,—Is the Statute of the eleventh of March, eigh
teen hundred and fifty-four, entitled an Act concerning 
County Commissioners, constitutional 1 inasmuch as it 
provides for the removal from office of public officers 
chosen by ballot, by the people, for a term of years fixed 
and prescribed by law, and the filling the vacancy thus 
created by another election.

Second,—Are the acts and doings of Boards of County 
Commissioners which have not observed the provisions 
of the Act of the eleventh of March, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, valid in law and of binding force upon the 
people 1

Which was adopted.

On motion of-Mr. Frazar, of Watertown,

The various Petitions in relation to Burial Grounds 
were taken from the table, and referred to a Joint Special
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Committee; and the Speaker appointed the following 
o-entlemen as that committee, on the part of the House, 
viz.:—

Messrs. Frazar, of Watertown,
Russell, of Salem,
Johnson, of Boston,
Bliss, of Worcester, 

and Stevens, of Richmond.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Speaker appointed Mr. Thayer, of Boston, on the 
Committee on the Improvement of Medical Science, in 
place of Mr. Phelps, of Boston, resigned.

Also,

Mr. Carey, of Ipswich,

On the Committee on Courts in Essex County, in the 
place of Mr. Wetherell, of Newton, resigned.

Mr. I aft, from the Committee on ihe Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order relating to the taxation of 
real estate,

Reported,
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Asking to be discharged from the consideration thereof, 
and that the same be referred to the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery.

Read and placed in the Orders.

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Memorial of the Justices of the 
Court of Common Pleas,

Reported

A Resolve in favor of Mary Duncan Wells, widow of 
the late Chief Justice Wells, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow.

Mr. Taft, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of George W. Richardson, Mayor of 
the city of Worcester,

Reported

A Rill in addition to an Act to establish the City of 
Worcester, which was read and ordered to a second read
ing tomorrow.

Mr. Griffin, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Order relative to amend-
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ing chapter one hundred and sixty-three, section twenty- 
four, of the Revised Statutes of eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight,

*

Reported,

Asking to be discharged from the consideration thereof.

Accepted, under a suspension of the Rule.

Papers from the Senate.

ihe Petition of Lucretia O. Everett and others, to he 
incorporated as an Industrial School for Girls,

AVas referred to the Committee on Education.

I lie 1 etition of the Revere Copper Company, for an 
increase of capital stock,

AA as referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Ihe I etition of Ichabod Washburn and others, for an 
Act to incorporate the Mechanics’ Mutual Eire Insurance 
Company of Worcester,

AA as referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.
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Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia take into 
consideration the expediency of repealing or modifying 
the Encampment Law.

Ordered, That the Committee on Education inquire 
into the expediency of placing common schools entirely 
under the supervision of their several towns, and abolish
ing the present district system, so called, and that they 
report by Bill, or otherwise.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 

Joseph Peed and others,
The Fitchburg and Worcester Pailroad Company, 
The Harvard Branch Pailroad Company,
The Town of Plymouth, and 

Hunking ITewes.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill establishing the rates of toll on omnibuses, 
on the Charles Piver and Warren Bridges, was read, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Or
ders of the Day,

And
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Bills “ Authorizing an increase of the Capital Stock 
of the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company; ”

«In addition to an Act to regulate the Sidewalks in the 
city of Charlestown; ”

“Concerning Trustees of Charitable Funds bequeathed 
to cities and towns,”

And

The Resolve in favor of Mary H. Merrick,
4

Were severally read again, and ordered to a third read
ing to-morrow.

The House Bill

To incorporate the Spy Pond Water Power Company,

Was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bill,

To amend an Act to incorporate the Eagle Fire Insur
ance Company,

Was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence.

20
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The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, on a 
Resolve relative to extending the right of suffrage to pau
pers and certain other persons, was accepted.

A communication was received from the State Auditor, 
in reply to an Order of the House requesting informa
tion respecting Malden Bridge.

Read and laid on the table.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.



V
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Lincoln, of Deerfield,

Presented the Petition of George T. Davis and others, 
requesting a separation of the terms of the Court for 
criminal and civil business in the County of Franklin.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Nye, of New Bedford,

The Petition of James D. Thompson, for the enlarge
ment of the House of Correction at New Bedford.

Also,

ihe Petition of Elbridge Morton, on the same subject.

Severally referred to the Committee on Prisons.
21



238 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr. Coburn, of Dracut,

The Petition of Asa Clement and others, that the 
County Commissioners be authorized to lay out and estab
lish Pawtucket Bridge over Merrimack River, as a county 
road, free from tolls.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Howard, of Lowell,

The Petition of Ambrose Lawrence and others, citizens 
of Lowell, for the establishment of a second and inde
pendent line of railroad between the cities of Boston and 
Lowell.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Hawley, of Springfield,

The Petition of George H. Roberts and others, of 
Springfield, in aid of that of John M. Stebbins and 
others.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and
Insurance.
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Mr. Nye, of New Bedford,

The Petition of Thomas Nye, Jr., and others, for the 
purpose of manufacturing Iron at New Bedford.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hawley, of Springfield,

The Petition of William P. Young, of Boston, for the 
removal of Edward Greeley Loring.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Burnham, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Improvement of 
Medical Science, he requested to inquire into the expe
diency of amending the two hundred and forty-second 
chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
concerning the study of Medicine.

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of repealing chapter ninety-five, 
section twenty-three of the Revised Statutes, relative to 
empaneling juries in criminal cases,
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On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance consider the expediency of reporting a 
Bill repealing or amending such sections oi the foui 
hundred and fifty-third chapter of the laws passed in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, as are inconsistent 
with each other and with the general laws or the Com
monwealth.

On motion of Mr. Swift, of Boston,

Ordered, That Committee on the Judiciary consider 
the expediency of providing by larv that in criminal trials 
jurors shall not be inquired of as to their opinions, if 
otherwise competent, except upon motion of the defend
ant.

On motion of Mr. Chapin, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to provide the members of this House with printed sta
tistics of the legal voters in the respective towns and cities 
of this Commonwealth, according to the census of eigh
teen hundred and fifty.
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Mr. Hood, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred an Order in rela
tion to the sale of goods by sample, in this Common
wealth, reported inexpedient to legislate thereon, which 
report, under a suspension of the Rules, was considered 
and accepted.

Mr. Taft, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred an Order relating to the taxation of 
mortgaged real estate,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further considera
tion of the subject, and that it be committed to the Com
mittee on Probate and Chancery.

And

Mr. : Swift, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of N. PI. Whiting and others, and 
John C. Haynes and others, for the removal of Edward 
G. Loringfrcm the office of Judge of Probate,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
of that subject, and that the same be referred to the Com
mittee on Pederal Relations.
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And

Mr. Milliken, from the same commute, to whom was 
referred the Order to consider the expediency of amend
ing the law in relation to the election of town officers,

Reported

Inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Slack, from the Committee on Education, to whom 
was referred an Order, relative to amending chapter two 
hundred and seventy-four, of the laws of eighteen hun
dred and fifty-four,

Reported

Inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.

A Message was received from the Senate non-concur- 
ling in the assignment of next Thursday, at twelve and a 
half o’clock, P. M., for the election of State Auditor, and 
proposing instead thereof a Convention on Thursday, the 
eighth day of February next, at twelve o’clock, M., for 
that purpose.

The Resolve in favor of the Bridgewater State Alms
house, and Levi L. Goodspeed, (which originated in the 
Hoo.se,) was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
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The House reconsidered its vote assigning the time for 
election of Auditor, and concurred in the Senate’s assign
ment, and Mr. Kimball, of Salem, was charged with a 
Message to inform them thereof.

Papers from the Senate.

The petition of the Adams Bank for legislative relief 
from a penalty claimed of said Bank by the Common
wealth,

And

The Petition of A. C. May hew and others for an increase 
of capital of the Milford Bank.

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking.

The Petition of the Overseers of the Gay Head Indians 
for the support of Clara Shepherd, a lunatic, was referred 
to the Committee on Claims.

'I he Petition of the Mount Washington Avenue Cor
poration for extension of time to complete their road, was 
referred to Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance.

. I he Petition of Samuel Wolcott and others in aid of 
the petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, for division of
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Worcester County, was referred to the Joint Special Com
mittee on that subject.

The Petition of George Mansfield and others, of Low
ell, that the County Commissioners may be authorized to 
take and lay out Pawtucket Bridge as a highway, was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
consider what amendments are necessary to section third, 
chapter three hundred and seven of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, to make more explicit the manner 
in which the President or Cashier of Banks shall trans
mit to the Secretary of the Commonwealth the returns 
required in said third section.

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instruct
ed to inquire and report, if there lias been any improper 
separation of scholars from the public schools, because 
of sectarian differences,

Also,

What has been the result as to the scholarship of 
children thus gathered into sectarian schools,

Also,
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Whether any additional legislation is necessary in view 
of facts as they may be found to exist, and that the said 
committee be authorized to send for persons and papers 
to secure the end contemplated in this Order.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

The City of Boston, for leave to extend Albany Street,
The City of Boston, for leave to extend North Charles 

Street; and 
Paul L. Bangs.

The Order of Notice on Petition of Inhabitants of 
Medford, (from the files of last year,) was recommitted to 
the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up. The first mat
ter being the reconsideration of the vote, whereby the 
Order offered by Mr. Kimball, of Salem, relative to 
amending, in certain prticulars, the laws relating to In
surance Companies, was rejected.

The motion, after debate, was carried, and the Order 
was amended, and, as amended, adopted.

The motion to reconsider the vote, whereby the Order
offered by Mr. May, of Roxbury, relative to the time of 

21 *
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redemption on mortgage of real estate, was rejected, 
was carried, and the Order was adopted.

The Reports “ Inexpedient to legislate ” on the Order 
relative to repeal of section fifteenth of the nineteenth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes,

And

On Order relative to various matters of practice in the 
Supreme Judicial Court,

And

The Report Reference to Committee on Probate and 
Chancery,” on Order relative to the taxation of mort
gaged real estate,

Were severally accepted.

The Resolve in favor of Mary Duncan Wells, widow 
of the late Chief Justice Wells.

And

The Bills
In addition to an Act to establish the City of Worces-
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And

“Establishing the rates of toll on omnibuses on the 
Charles River Bridge and the Warren Bridge,” were sev
erally read again and ordered to a third reading to-mor

row.

The Senate Bill authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concur
rence.

The House Bills,

“ In addition to an Act to regulate the Sidewalks in 
the City of Charlestown ; ”

“ Concerning Trustees of Charitable Funds bequeathed 
to Cities and Towns; ”

And

The Resolve in favor of Mary H. Merrick,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ingalls, of Clinton,

Moved that the House do now adjourn ; whereupon,
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Mr. Slack, of Boston,

Moved to amend the motion, by substituting Monday, 
at twelve o’clock, M., instead Monday at eleven o’clock, A. 
M. A discussion arose upon the adoption of the amend
ment, pending which, Mr. Williams, of Boston, arose to 
a point of order, which, being stated, was, “ That any 
debate at this time was in violation of the eleventh Rule 
of the House, which requires that a motion to adjourn 
shall be decided immediately, and without debate.”

The Chair ruled the amendment out of order, and the 
vote being taken on the motion of Mr. Ingalls, it was 
lost; whereupon, Mr. Stone, of Boston, moved that when 
the House adjourn, it he adjourned till Monday next, 
at twelve o’clock, which was carried ; and on motion of 
the same gentleman,

The House

Adjourned.



MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 1855. 249

Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Gray, of Williamstown,

Presented the Petition of James Eidridge and others, 
for revision of the Militia Laws.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Kinsman, of Salem,

The Petition of the Eastern Railroad Company for 
leave to extend the time of constructing their Road, &c.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Clark, of Boston,

The Petition of the City of Boston, in relation to pau
per accounts.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.
22
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Mr. Nash, of Boston,

The Petition of Lawrence Richards and others, to erect 
a "Wharf on the northerly shore of South Boston, to the 
Haibor Line.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Oldham, of Medford,

The Remonstrance of Daniel Lawrence and others, 
against the Petition of J. M. Usher and others, for a Bridge 
over Mystic River.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Bowers, of Milford,

Ordered, That the Committee on Constitutional Amend
ments consider the expediency of so altering or amending 
the Constitution, as to provide that at any National, 
State, County, District, or City election, including elec
tions for Representatives, the ballots shall be deposited in 
sealed envelopes.

On motion of Mr. French, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chance
ry consider the expediency of providing by law, that any 
amount of property, not exceeding five hundred dollars,
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owned or held by any householder or person having a 
family, shall be exempted from attachment or levy on ex
ecution.

Mr. Moore, of Abington, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
section fifteen of the nineteenth chapter of the Kevised 
Statutes, so that parties owming wood lands adjoining im
proved lands, shall he required to fence the same.

Rejected.

Mr. Clifford, of Lowell, offered the following Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
altering or amending the existing laws relating to di
vorces, that in all petitions for divorce for the cause of 
wilful desertion, the court before whom the same may be 
pending may, at their discretion, dispense with proof of 
desertion for five years, and grant the same upon proof of 
wilful desertion for any less time.

Rejected.
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Mr. Dyer, of Boston, offered the following Order

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the nineteenth chapter of the Revised Statutes so as to 
provide that in all attachments of real estate in this 
Commonwealth, the attachment shall date from the time 
that the original writ, or a copy thereof, without the 
declaration, is filed at the office of the clerk of the 
court for the county in which the real estate so attached 
is situated.

Rejected.

The engrossed Resolve for the appointment of a Com
missioner to attend the Exposition of the Industry of all 
Nations, to be held at Paris, in May, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five,

And

The Bill to continue in force the Acts incorporating 
the Old Colony Insurance Company, of Plymouth, and to 
authorize an increase of its capital stock,

And

The Bill in addition to an Act concerning County 
Commissioners, the two first of which originated in the 
Senate, and the last in the House,

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.
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A Message was received from the Governor, covering 
a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, re
lative to ceding the jurisdiction of certain lands in the 
town of Gloucester, for the purpose of erecting thereon 
a Custom House.

Read, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Report of the Commissioners, on the Enlargement 
of the State House, was received, laid on the table, and 
twelve hundred copies ordered to be printed.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Z. L. Raymond, Mayor of the city of 
Cambridge, asking that the portion of land in the town 
of Watertown, known as the “ Cambridge Cemetery,” may 
be annexed to the city of Cambridge, was referred to the 
Committee on Towns.

The Petition of Henry Slade and another, for leave to 
extend their wharf in Chelsea, to the Commissioners’ 
Line, was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, for a new 
County, was referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
that subject.



254 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

The Report of Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance on Order relative to the expediency of a gen
eral law for incorporating insurance companies, was re
committed to a Joint Special Committee to consist, on the 
part of the Senate, of

Messrs. White and Palmer, to be joined on the part of 
the House.

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, consider the expediency of providing by 
law’, for the establishing of a commission for the general 
oversight of Insurance Companies, having their duties 
prescribed, similar to Bank Commissioners, and also the 
expediency of taxing the Insurance Companies to defray 
the expense of said commission.

The Petitions, with Orders of Notice thereon, of

William Wright,
The Boston Wharf Company,
Charles Hubbard and others,
B. F. Bayley and others,
David Parkhurst,
Moses Warren,
Seth Adams, 

and Thomas Carrutli,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance.
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Severally in concurrence.

A Bill further to prevent and punish fraudulent arrests, 
was read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the

Report,

“ Reference to the Committee on Federal Relations,” 
on the Petitions of N. H. Whiting, and J. C. Haynes,

Was accepted.

The Report,

“ Inexpedient,” on the Order relative to amendment of 
the law in regard to the election of Selectmen and certain 
other town officers,

Was, after being amended, accepted.

Also,
The Report,

“ Inexpedient,” on the Order relative to amending the 
two hundred and seventy-fourth chapter of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and fifty,

W as accepted, but subsequently,
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Mr. Jenks, of Adams, moved a reconsideration of the 

vote,

Which motion was placed in the Orders of the Day 
for to-morrow.

The House Bill

In addition to an Act to establish the City of Worces
ter, after being amended,

And

The Resolve in favor of Mary Duncan Wells, widow 
of the late Chief Justice Wells, were severally read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

The Senate Bill

Establishing the rates of tolls on omnibuses on the 
Charles River Bridge, and the Warren Bridge, was read 
a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Chapin, of Worcester, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers,

Presented the Petition of Henry T. Bresford and 
others, asking for an alteration of the law relating to 
matrimony, so that two years instead of five, be the time 
requisite to relieve the victim, after wilful desertion.

Keferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Churchill, of Pittsfield,

The Petition of II. S. Briggs and others, for a change 
of name of the Berkshire County Mutual Life Insurance 
Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Murdock, of West Boylston,

The Petition of Oliver S. Kendall and others, for a 
law against arresting, holding, or assisting in any way to 
return Fugitive Slaves.

23
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Referred to tire Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Griffin, of Charlestown,

The Memorial of the School Committee of the City of 
Charlestown, in relation to the School Fund of 1853.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Leighton, of Cambridge,

The Petition of Joseph N. Howe and others, for an 
Act compelling the Boston and Maine Railroad Com
pany to widen their draw over Miller’s River.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Crawford, of Northboro’,

The Petition of Joseph Allen and others, for a revision 
of the Militia Laws.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Moore, of Gardner,

The Petition of Martin Wheelock for the renewal of 
his pension.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.



TUESDAY, JANUARY SO, 1855. 259

Mr. Stone, of Boston,

The Petition of Henry Miller and others, of Sandis- 
fieid, for legislation concerning Fugitive Slaves, and Trial 
by Jury,

And

Mr. Slack, of Boston,

The Petition of John Bailey and others, of Lynn, for 
the removal of Edward G. Loring from the office of 
Probate Judge.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Rela
tions.

Mr. Nash, of Boston,

The Petition of Cyrus Alger for leave to maintain a 
wharf,

And

Mr. Chase, of Harwich,

The Petition of Remark Chase and others, for the re
moval of a tide gate from Herring River in Harwich.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.
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Mr. Gould, of Stoneham,

The Petition of Allen Rowe and others, for an A c t o 
incorporation for a Five Cents Savings Bank.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Leighton, of Cambridge,

The Remonstrance of Joseph N. Howe, against the 
Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, for leave to 
close their draw.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Stone, of Boston,

The Petition of Robert Carter and others, for legisla
tion concerning Fugitive Slaves, and Trial by Jury.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Waters, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures, be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the Act relating to Joint Stock Companies, passed May
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fifteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, as to allow the 
formation of companies under the provisions of said Act 
with a capital stock not exceeding five hundred thousand 
dollars, and report by Bill or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be in
structed to provide blank certificates, to be placed on the 
Clerk’s desk, for the use of the members of this House 
who desire to draw their pay for the month of January, 
in part, as provided by the Resolve now before the Legis
lature. Said certificate to contain, for the present month, 
a blank for the number of miles travelled and the 
amount paid therefor.

On motion of Mr. Slack, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be re
quested to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law that the several cities and towns shall provide all the 
text books required to be used in the common schools.

On motion of Mr. Keith, of East Bridgewater,

Ordered, ihat the Committee on the Judiciary be au
thorized to inquire into the expediency of altering so much, 
of chapter sixty-four, section one, of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to a widow’s dower, that she become sole heir
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to her husband’s property, to the amount of five thou
sand dollars, if he die without a will, provided he leave 
no issue.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as a 
Committee, on the part of the House, on Senate Order of 
the nineteenth instant, relative to the expediency of a gen
eral law for incorporating Insurance Companies, viz.:—

Messrs. Warner, of Northampton,
Howard, of Lowell,
Wilder, of Brookline,
Williams, of Boston, 

and Wetherell, of Newton.

Mr. Moore, of Abington,

Moved a reconsideration of the vote, whereby the 
House rejected the Order instructing the Committee on 
the Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of amending 
section fifteen, of the nineteenth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes, in relation to fencing wood lands,

Which motion was placed in the Orders of the Day 
for to-morrow.

Mr. Rog ers, of Worcester, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote of yesterday, whereby the House passed to be 
engrossed “ An Act in addition to an Act to establish
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the City of Worcester, which motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Mr. Wilder, of Brookline, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote of yesterday, whereby twelve hundred copies of 
the Report of the Commissioners on the enlargement of 
the State House were ordered to be printed, which, under 
a suspension of the Rule, was carried,

And the Order was amended, on motion of the same 
gentleman, by adding, “ and six hundred and twenty-five 
copies of the drawings illustrating the same,” and as 
amended, adopted.

Papers from the Senate.

1 he Petition of John P. Monks, for leave to extend 
his land and flats in South Boston, to the Commissioners’ 
Line,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Ihe Petition with the Orders of Notice thereon of the 
City of Boston,

Was recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.
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Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of

Barnabas W. Eldridge and others, 
and A. Baker and others.

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, the only mat
ter being the reconsideration of the vote whereby the 
Report on Order relative to amending chapter two hun
dred and seventy-four of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and fifty,

Was accepted,

And the vote having been taken, the motion was lost.

Mr. Thayer, from the Committee on Education, to 
whom was referred the Order relative to the admission of 
Malachi Andrews into the institution for the blind,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Mr. King, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Order relative to amending the fourth section 
of the Act concerning attendance of children at school,
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Reported,

That it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted, under a suspension of the Rule, and 
sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Howes, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order in relation to returns from 
Savings Institutions,

Reported,

lhat it was inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Swift from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of R. C. Apthorp and others, relative 
to the rendition of Fugitive Slaves, and the Petition of 
William C. Young and others for the removal of E. G. 
Loring from the office of Judge of Probate,

Reported,

Asking to be discharged, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Severally accepted, under a suspension of the Rule.
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Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown, on leave, introduced a

C1 Bill to regulate Trials in Capital Cases,” which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Farwell, of Boston, on leave, introduced a

“ Bill restricting the powers and duties of the several 
Courts of this Commonwealth in relation to Naturaliza
tion.”

Read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was recommitted the Order relative to the 
Amendment of the Constitution in regard to the rights 
of juries,

Reported

A “ Bill concerning the Duties and Rights of Jurors,” 
which was read and ordered to a second reading, and five 
thousand copies ordered to be printed.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston 
Hemp Manufacturing Company,”
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“ To amend an Act in addition to an Act to incorporate 
the Eagle Fire Insurance Company.”

And

Authorizing an increase of the Capital Stock of the 
Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company, (all of which 
originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. House, of Greenwich, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Mr. Johnson, of Lawrence,

Presented the Petition of the Mayor, School Commit
tee and others, of the City of Lawrence, praying for the 
enlargement of the powers of School Committees.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Lapham, of Sandwich,

The Petition of the citizens of Sandwich, praying for 
indemnity to certain persons, for damages sustained by 
them in consequence of having destroyed a quantity of 
spirituous liquor, under the law of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-two.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Peti
tion of Joseph Hockey.

24
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Mr. Dewing, of North Chelsea,

The Petition of Henry W. Dale and others, in relation 
to taking land for burial places.

Deferred to the Joint Special Committee on Burial 
Grounds.

Mr. King, of Roxbury,

The Petition of the New England Worsted Company, 
for amendment of charter.

And

Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable,

The Remonstrance of James Lovell and others, against 
the Petition of Joseph Robbins and others.

And

Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown,

The Petition of J. E. Bowly and others, of Province- 
town, for a charter for a Marine Insurance Company.

And
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Mr. Williams, of Boston,

The Petition of the Mariners’ Mutual Insurance Com
pany of Boston, for extension of time to organize said 
company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Lyon, of Lynn,

The Petition of Increase Emerton, of Lynn, for con
tinuation of Pension for injuries received while in the 
discharge of military duty.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Jewett, of Lowell,

The Petition of D. B. Worthen and others, legal 
voters of the city of Lowell, praying that the Act estab
lishing the Police Court in the city of Lowell may be 
repealed, and that a Police Court may be established, 
whose Judge assistant Judge and Clerk shall be compen
sated by fixed salaries.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
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Mr. Mansfield, of Saugus,

The Petition of Anthony Hatch and others, citizens of 
Saugus, in relation to Railroad crossings.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

The Petition of Daniel R. Bowker and others, to be 
incorporated for manufacturing purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown,

The Petition of John S. Meserve and others, in relation 
to Charles River and Warren Bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

The Petition of William Silver and others, in aid of 
the Petition of J. Vincent Brown and others, for a Five 
Cents Savings Bank in Salem.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
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Mr. Gardner, of Marshfield,

The Petition of William Eames for privilege of herring 
fisheries.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Grammer, of Woburn,

The Petition of Joseph Dow and others, legal voters of 
Woburn, for Legislation concerning Fugitive Slaves, and 
trial by jury.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Stewart, of Seekonk,

The Petition of Johnson Gardner, for allowance of 
claim.

Referred to the Committee on the Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Buttrick, of Barre,

The Petition of J. E. Farwell, to be appointed State 
Printer.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.
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On motion of Mr. Bigelow, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
punishment of persons convicted of the third offence, as 
night walkers, to a longer term than at present.

Also,

Ordered, That the same committee be instructed to in
quire into the expediency of authorizing the Justices of 
the Police Court of Boston, to sentence persons convicted 
under chapter one hundred and forty-three, section five, 
of the Revised Statutes, to the State Institution at Pains- 
ford Island, on receiving the assent of the Superinten
dent of said Institution.

Also,

That the same committee be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing the Justices of the Police 
Court of Boston, to sentence persons convicted of drunk
enness, and committed for non-payment of fines,- to the 
House of Industry, instead of the County Jail.

Also,
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On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Lynn,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider and report upon the expediency of 
providing by law that no Judge of Probate, or of any 
other court established by the laws of this Common
wealth, shall be qualified to act in any judicial capacity 
under the General Government, whether as United States 
Commissioner, or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking, 
consider and Report whether any change should be made 
in the present mode of assessing the Bank Tax.

And,

Also if any legislation is necessary in relation to the 
redemption of bills of country banks in the city of Bos
ton.

On motion of Mr. Viall, of Melrose,

Oidered, That the Committee on Towns inquire into 
the expediency of legislating in relation to volunteer en
gine companies.



276 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

On motion of Mr. French, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance consider the expediency of providing by 
law Commissioners whose duty it shall be to have the 
general oversight of Loan and Fund Associations, with
O  O

powers and duties prescribed similar to those of Bank 
Commissioners of this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Frye, of Marlboro’,

Ordered, That, the Senate concurring, all Orders of 
Notice upon any subject to be acted upon at the present 
term of the General Court shall be made returnable on 
or before the fourteenth day of March, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Wilder, of Brookline,

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Buildings in
quire and report, if additional accommodation can be 
provided, for the more convenient keeping of documents 
and papers of members of this House in their seats.
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On motion of Mr. Carey, of Ipswich,

Ordered, That a committee of five members, with such 
as the Senate may join, be appointed and instructed to 
report a Bill for the regulation of the hours of labor in 
incorporated establishments;

And the Speaker appointed the following gentlemen, 
viz.:—

Messrs. Carey, of Ipswich,
Chandler, of Duxbury,
Clifford, of Lowell,
Boynton, of Westboro’, 

and Ellis, of New Bedford.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Taft, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order relative to the assessment 
of taxes in the City of Boston,

Reported

A Bill to repeal an Act to change the time of assess
ing taxes in the City of Boston.

Mr. Thaxter, from the Committee on Education, to 
whom was referred the Order relative to amending chap
ter two hundred and twenty-three, section two of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and forty-six,
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And,

Also, relative to public schools defraying their inciden
tal expenses from the school money,

Reported

The following Bills, viz :—

A Bill relative to the numbering of persons between 
the ages of five and fifteen years,

And

A Bill to amend the second section of the two hun
dred and twenty-third chapter of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and forty-six.

Mr. Johnson, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
City of Boston, for continuance of a temporary Railroad 
Bridge over the South Bay,

Reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to authorize the City of 
Boston to construct a temporary Railroad.
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Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order relative to the location 
and repair of Ways and Bridges, &c.,

Beported

A Bill concerning the location and repair of Ways and 
Bridges, with draws across navigable waters.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order, in relation to ceding juris
diction to the United States over certain sites for Light 
Houses,

Beported

A Bill to cede to the United States jurisdiction over 
Egg Bock Island and certain other places, for the erection 
of Light Houses, keepers’ dwellings and beacons, and 
for other purposes.

Mr. Churchill, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order in relation to 
the taxation of mortgaged Beal Estate,

Beported,

A Bill relating to the assessment of Taxes on mort
gaged Beal Estate.
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Mr Kin", from the Committee on Education, to whom 
was referred the Memorial of the Superintendent of 
Schools and School Committee of the town of Methuen,

Reported,

A Resolve in favor of the town of Methuen.

Also, the same gentleman from the same Committee, to 
whom was referred the Order relative to amending the 
laws in relation to public schools, in certain particulars,

Reported,

On so much of the Order, as relates to the attendance 
of children at school, inexpedient to legislate, which was 
read, and under a suspension of the Rule, accepted.

And

On so much of the Order as relates to the amendment 
of chapter two hundred and forty, section first, of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, relating to the 
Reports of School Committees,

A Bill in addition to an Act concerning the attendance 
of children at school.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Milliken, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of January twenty-second, 
relative to abolishing the office of Crier of Courts in this 
Commonwealth,

Reported inexpedient to Legislate thereon.

Under a suspension of the Rule, the Report was con
sidered,

And

On motion of Mr. Rogers, of Worcester, the Order 
was recommitted to the same committee, with instructions 
to report a Bill in accordance with said Order.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of John Terry and others, of Marshfield, 
praying for laws to prevent foreign pauperism, and to 
maintain the reserved rights and the dignity of the Com
monwealth,

Was referred to the Committee on Charitable Institu
tions.

The Petition of James Small, in relation to the pres
ervation of Cape Cod Harbor,
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Was referred to a Joint Special Committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Sellew and Lucas, of the Senate, to be joined 
on the part of the House.

The Petition of the Selectmen of Northampton, for a 
commission to establish the boundary line between North
ampton and Easthampton,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition from the Institution for the Blind, in be
half of adult blind indigent persons, capable of work, 
but too old to be admitted to the School,

Was referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions.

ft

The Petition of Erastus Pugg and others, of Chelsea, 
for a highway or county road from the City of Charles
town to the Town of Chelsea,

And

The Petition of IT. Williams and others, for a bridge 
and highway from Medford to Somerville,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges.
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The Petition of A. L. Brooks and others, for an act of 
incorporation as a Lumbering Company,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Report on Petition of Elizabeth B. Wilson, (from 
the files of last year)

Was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of J. 
V. C. Smith, relative to streets in the City of Boston.

Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee on Peti
tion of Joseph Hockey, consider the expediency of re
porting a Bill for indemnifying magistrates and officers 
against whom damages have been, or may be recovered, 
for destroying intoxicating liquors in their official capac
ity, by virtue of the Act entitled An Act concerning the 
Manufacture and Sale of Spirituous and intoxicating 
Liquors, passed in the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Petitions of John C. Haynes and others, and N. 
H. Whiting and others, came down non-concurred in 
the reference to the Committee on Federal Relations, 
and referred to a Joint Special Committee consisting of 
Messrs. Hall and Albee of the Senate, with such as the 
House may join, and sent down for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Knowles of Eastham, the House 
non-concurred in such reference, and voted to adhere to 
their vote of reference to the Committee on Federal Ee- 
lations.

An Order extending the time on the Order of Notice 
on the Petition of David Parkhurst, was adopted in con
currence.

The Articles of Amendment of the Constitution in 
relation to Councillors,

In relation to Secretary, Treasurer, and Receiver 
General, Auditor and Attorney General,

In relation to Sheriffs, Registers of Probate, and Coro
ners,

In relation to the Election of Civil Officers,
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In relation to Annual Meeting for the choice of State 
Officers,

In relation to Districting the State for the choice of 
Senators and Representatives,

In relation to Sectarian Schools, which were adopted 
by the Legislature of last year, came down from the 
Senate agreed to by that branch,

And were read and ordered to a second reading to
morrow.

The Orders of the Day were taken up,

And

The motion to reconsider the vote, whereby the Bill 
m addition to An Act to establish the City of Worcester 
was passed to be engrossed, was carried,

And

On motion of Mr. Rogers, of Worcester, the sixth 
section of said Bill was amended, and as amended, passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order 
relative to amending the fifteenth section of the nine
teenth chapter of the Revised Statutes, in regard to par- 

24* 1
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tition fences was rejected, was carried, and the Order 
adopted.

A message was received from the Senate announcing 
the election on their part of Hon. Henry Wilson, as 
United States Senator to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Hon. Edward Everett.

On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Salem,

Ordered, That the use of the Hall be granted to the 
members of the Legislature immediately after the adjourn
ment of the House to-day, for holding a Legislative Cau
cus.

On motion of Mr. Chapin, of Worcester,

Adjourned.

The House






