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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Johnson, of Lynn, presented the Petition of John 
N. Swazey, for leave to extend his wharf.

Mr. Pike, of Newton, the Petition of John P. Jewett 
and others, for an Act of incorporation, as the American 

Stereotype Company.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgarlown, the Petition of Shaw Nor
ris, for leave to construct a wharf on the east side of 

Holmes Hole, in Edgartown Harbor.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 

Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
the Mayor of Charlestown, in behalf of the City Coun
cil, for a reduction of the funds to be raised on the 
Charles River and W arren Bridges.
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Mr. Boyce, of Berkley, the Petition of the Commis
sioners of the County of Bristol, in aid of the Petition 
of Charles PI. Gooding and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Hoads and 
Bridges.O

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of 
Charles Corliss and associates, for an Act of incorpora
tion, to aid them in the erection of a monument to the 
memory of Mrs. Hannah Dunston.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti
tutions.

Mr. Hall, of Cambridge, presented the Remonstrance 
of Amos H ill and others, against the Petition of Cam
bridge W ater Works.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Brooks, of Worcester,

Ordered, Ih a t the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
what further legislation, if any, is necessary, to enable 
owners of real estate, not lying on any public way, to
gain access thereto.
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On motion of Mr. Stone, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the State Auditor be requested to com
municate to the House the total amount that has been 
paid to the Commissioners on the Charles River and 
Warren Bridges, the time when said Commissioners were 
appointed, and to which they have been paid, and the 
amount each has received.

Mr. Williams, from the Committee on Agriculture, to 
whom was referred the Petition of E. W. Gardner and 
others, reported a Bill,

“ To incorporate the Nantucket County Agricultural 
Society.”

Read and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, the commu
nication from the Governor of Vermont, relative to Kan
sas, was taken from the table and read ; and on motion 
of Mr. J. W. Rogers, of Boston, the communication was 
again laid on the table.

Papers from the Senate.

The Report of the Adjutant-General was committed to 
the Committee on the Militia, in concurrence

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Joint Special Corn-
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mittee, to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to intemperance, consider the expedi
ency of amending or repealing chapter four hundred and 
seventy, of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, entitled, “ An Act concerning the purchase of 
Spirituous or Intoxicating Liquors, for Town Agents,” 
and report by Bill or otherwise.

Also, that the Committee on Banks and Banking con
sider the expediency of restoring the compensation of the 
Bank Commissioners, to the amount fixed by chapter 
fourteen, of the Acts of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight, providing for the appointment 
of Bank Commissioners.

Also, that the Petitions of the Boston and New York 
Central Railroad, and the Cambridge W ater Works, be 
taken from the files, and recommitted to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals.

H ie Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
Bills,

“ To extend the time for constructing a highway across 
Mystic River,” and

“ To incorporate the Universalist Sabbath School 
Union,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.
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Bills, “ To protect the Fisheries in Ipswich River,”

“ To incorporate Simpson’s Patent Dry Dock Com

pany,” (as amended)

To change the name of the American Lead W orks,”

and

“ Authorizing an increase of the capital stock of the 
Lawrence Gas Company,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be en
grossed ; the first two sent up for concurrence, and the 
last two in concurrence.

The Engrossed Resolve, “ Authorizing the Treasurer 
to borrow money in anticipation of the Revenue,”

(Which originated in the House) was passed and 
sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Johnson, of Provineetown, presented the Petition 
of Francis Small, for leave to build and maintain a wharf 
in Provineetown.

Mr. Johnson, of Lynn, the Petition of James N. Buf- 
fum and others, in aid of the Petition of John N. 
Swazey.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of Charles 
Leighton and others, for an Act of incorporation as a 
Fire Insurance Company, by the name of the Mechanics’ 
and Builders’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

' Mr. Tenney, of Groveland, presented the Petition of 
N. II. Griffith and others, in aid of the Petition of Wil
liam H. Carlton and others.

Mr. Jones, of Beading, the Petition of Edwin R. W ar
ren and others, to set off a part of the town of Stoneham 
to South Beading.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Loring, of Marlboro’, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of the town of Berlin, that^ they may receive 
their share of the Common School Fund for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of 
the Boston and Maine Railroad for leave to re-locate part 
of their road.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
A. R. Thompson and others, citizens of Charlestown, for 
a reduction of the funds required to be raised on the 
Charles River and W arren Bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’,

Ordered, That the Committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the Per
sonal Liberty Bill of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, inquire into the expediency of requesting the 
opinion of the Judges of the Supreme Court on the con
stitutionality of said Act.

Sent up for concurrence.



SATURDAY, FEBRU A RY  2, 1856. 199

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consid
er the expediency of so amending the ninety-first chap
ter of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
five, as to include within its provisions the twenty-second 
day of February, and that said committee report to this 
House forthwith.

On motion of Mr. Hills, of Cambridge,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed, to consider the expediency of abolishing the 
law of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, chap
ter two hundred and twenty-three, which relates to the 
confinement of Idiots and Insane Persons, and report, 
by Bill or otherwise, what further legislation, if any, is 
necessary thereon.

On motion of Mr. Bitchie, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery consider the expediency of further legislation on the 
subject of Guardians and Wards, and report, by Bill or 
otherwise.

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, covering the estimate of Taxes of 
the several Counties for the present year.

Committed to the Committee on County Estimates.
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Mr. Stoddard, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was recommitted the Bill, “ respecting the custody 
of Minor Children, whose parents are living separate,”

Reported that the Bill ought to pass as originally 
reported.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Briggs, from the same committee, to which was 
committed the Senate Bill, “ in addition to an Act to es
tablish a Police Court in the town of Chicopee,”

Reported that said Bill ought to pass—and the Bill 
was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

Mr. Devereux, from the same committee, to which 
was committed the Senate Bill, “ in addition to an Act 
concerning the Duties and Rights of Jurors,”

Reported that said Bill ought not to pass.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion, the Bill, “ relating to Trials by Jury before 
Justices of the Peace, and Justices of the Police Courts,”

W  as taken from the table, and placed in the Orders 
of the Day for Monday.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Abraham Chase and others, to be set 
off from Grafton and Sutton, and incorporated into a 
Town by the name of Riverton,

Was committed to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of D. Nye and others, requiring the Cape 
Cod Railroad Company to construct a draw in the bridge 
at Wareham, (taken from the files of last year,)

Was committed to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Orders Notice of were issued on the Petitons of

The Directors of the Dorchester Avenue Railroad 
Company, and 

W. N. Ellis and others.
f

Severally in concurrence.

A communication from the Secretary, relative to the 
Personal Liberty Bill, was read and returned.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Edu
cation be authorized to visit, during the session of the 
Legislature, the several Normal Schools, which have 
applied, or may apply, for appropriations of money.



202 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

Also, that the Joint Standing Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions be directed to consider the expe
diency of altering or amending the first section of the 
forty-eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it stand 
adjourned to twelve o’clock M , on Monday next.

A message was received from the Senate by Honorable 
D. Warren, proposing a Convention of the two branches 
on the twenty-second instant, for the purpose of celebrat
ing, in a certain manner stated by the Honorable Senator, 
the bujh-day of George Washington.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, moved that the House non
concur in the proposition of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro', the motion 
of Mr. Austin was laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
Bill,

“ To incorporate the Nantucket County Agricultural 
Society,”

M as read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.
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The Bills, “ To extend the time for constructing a high
way across Mystic River,” and

“ To incorporate the Universalist Sabbath School 
Union,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed; the first sent up for concurrence, and the last 
in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Brayton, of Fall River,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
Frederick Dwight and others, of Agawam P arish ; also, 
the Petition of S. B. Day and others, of W est Spring- 
field, in aid of the Petition of A. H. W heeler and others.

Mr. Fenno, of North Chelsea, the Petition of IT. R. 
Coburn and others, in aid of the Petition of J. Fenno 
and others, for annexation of Chelsea to Boston.

Mr. South worth, of Franklin, presented the Remon
strance of G. W. Mason and others, of Franklin, against 
the Petition of B. Rockwood and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Hall, of Boston, presented the Petition of Joshua 
Bates and another, for leave to extend their wharves in 
East Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Tilton, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of 
•M. C. Renney and others, against the Petition of the 
Cambridge W ater Works.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
28
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On motion of Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of amending section 
nineteen of chapter three hundred and twenty-seven, of 
the Statutes of the Commonwealth, approved May twenty- 
four, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, so that the amount and the time shall be increased, 
in which the creditor whose claim against an insolvent 
debtor or corporation is for labor performed, is secured.

A communication was received from the Auditor, trans
mitting, in compliance with the Order of January thir
tieth, a full statement covering all the expenditures made 
from the appropriations for the enlargement of the State 
House, which have been paid, to the present date.

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petitions of Edward Denney and others for exten
sion of time for constructing the Bane and North Brook
field Railroad, and

Daniel P. Wise and others, to be incorporated under 
the name of the Malden Railway Company,

W ere severally referred to the Committee on Rail-« 
ways and Canals, in concurrence.

An Order of Notice rvas issued on the Petition of 
Jonas B. Clark and others, of Salem, in concurrence.
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Ordered, in concurrence, that the Petitions of 
Benj. Rockwood and others,
E. A. Richards and others,
A. H. Wheeler and others,
M. Haskins and others,
M. Hooper and others,
J. Hittinger and others,
W. H. Carleton and others,
A. H. Fillebrown and others,
Caleb Morton and others,
John Fenno and others,
J. W. Converse and others, and 
Selectmen of W est Roxbury, 

be taken from the files, and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Towns.

Bills, “ To repeal chapter two hundred and thirty-eight 
of the Acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six, being an Act to regulate the assignment and 
distribution of the property of Insolvent D e b t o r s a n d

“ Relating to the unlawful use of private property,” 
(Senate, new draft,)

Were severally read, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Freeman, of Orleans,

Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it be ad
journed to eleven o’clock, A. M., to-morrow, and that 
that be the hour of meeting until otherwise ordered.
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The Orders of the Day were ' then taken up, and the 
Bill, “ Relating to trials by Juries before Justices of the 
Peace and Justices of the Police Courts,”

"N'V as read a third time, amended on motion of Mr. 
Ki.ight, of Marblehead, and laid on the table.

The Senate Bill, “ In addition to an Act to establish a 
Police Court in the town of Chicopee,”

M as read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence.

The Report of the Judiciary Committee, on the Senate 
Bill, “ In addition to an Act concerning the duties and 
rights of Jurors,” that the same ought not to pass, was 
then taken up, the question being on the rejection of 
said B ill; and pending that question, the Bill was spe
cially assigned for consideration on Tuesday, February 
twelve, at twelve o’clock, M.

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, that 
the Bill, « Respecting the custody of Minor Children,” 
ought to pass, was accepted, and the Bill was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The Bill, “ To incorporate the Nantucket County Agri
cultural Society,” was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ Authorizing an increase of the capital stock of the 
Lawrence Gas Company,”

“ To change the name of the American Lead W orks,”

“ To incorporate the Universalist Sabbath School 
Union,” (which severally originated in the Senate,) and

“ To incorporate the Salem Marine Insurance Com
pany,” (which originated in the House,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and were sent to 
the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Boston,

The House
Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of W. H. Taylor and others, of New Bedford, relative to 
the assessment of damages in laying out of streets.

Mr. Usher, of Lynn, the Petition of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city of Lynn, to confh'm the doings of 
the Assessors of Taxes for one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three.

Mr. Estes, of Ipswich, the Petition of Daniel Cogs
well and others, of Ipswich, for the right of Humphrey 
Lakeman to hold certain clam flats in said town.

Also, the Remonstrance of William Treadwell and 
others, of the town of Ipswich, against the Petition of 
Daniel Cogswell and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Austin, of Boston, presented the Petition of Ed
ward Howard and others, to be incorporated as the Bos
ton W atch Company.

Mr. Phillips, of Danvers, the Petition of Henry Cook 
and others, for renewal of charter of the Danvers Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Murdock, of Wareham, presented the Petition of 
J. E. Thayer, Brother, and others, of Boston, in aid of 
the Petition of George Marston and others.

Mr. Fessenden, of W est Cambridge, the Eemonstrance 
of George Stearns and others, against the Petition of the 
Cambridge W ater Works.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Curtis, of South Scituate, presented the Petition 
of Horace Collamore and others, of Pembroke, for alte
ration of the laws in relation to Alewive Fishery in North 
River.

Mr. Lewis, of Fairhaven, the Remonstrance of Wilson,
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Pope, and others, of Fairhaven, against the Petition of 
Edward W. Howland and others, of New Bedford.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Shepard presented the Petition of the Malden and 
Melrose Gas Light Company, for leave to extend their 
pipes to Medford.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Charles Thompson and others, for a reduction of the 
fund required to be raised on Charles River and W arren 
Bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Bliss, of Worcester, presented the Petition of D. 
G. McVey and others, for the establishment of Houses 
of Industry for the unfortunate and destitute.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti-
tutions.
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Mr. Abercrombie, of Quincy, presented the Petition 
of the Mount "Wollaston Bank for increase of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Thaxter, of Watertown, presented the Remon
strance of William May and others, of Watertown, 
against the Petition of Jacob Hittinger and others, for a 
division of said town.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consid
er the expediency of repealing all laws relating to Usury, 
and report thereon.

On motion of Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
be instructed to consider the expediency, as to whether 
any further legislation is necessary to keep brakemen 
constantly at their posts during the time the train is in 
motion.
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Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Stoddard, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred the Order to amend the forty-ninth 

chapter of the Revised Statutes, reported

“ A Bill, amending the forty-ninth chapter of the Re
vised Statutes, respecting the manner of sureties surren
dering their principals in bail bonds.”

Mr. Story, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order in relation to the twenty- 
second day of February, reported

“ A Bill, in addition to the Acts relating to days of 
grace on commercial paper, in certain cases.”

Mr. Conant, from the Committee on Parishes and Re
ligious Societies, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Robert Skerry and others, Committee of the Second 
Baptist Society in Salem, reported

“ A Bill, to change the corporate name of the Second 
Baptist Society in Salem, and also the time of their an
nual meeting.”
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Mr. Temple, from the Committee on Education, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Paul P. Todd and 
others, for a Library Association in the town of Black- 
stone, reported

“ A Bill to incorporate the Blackstone Athenaeum.”

Mr. Dyer, from the Committee on Claims, to whom 
Avas recommitted the Bill “ in addition to several Acts to 
secure a decennial census and statistical information,” 

reported the same in a new draft.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston, the Report of the 
Treasurer and Receiver-General for one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, Avas taken from the table, and 
committed to the Committee on Finance.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston, the Report of 
the Superintendent of Alien Passengers Avas taken from 
the table, and committed to the Joint Special Committee 
on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to that 
subject.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of William H. Austin and others, in fa
vor of the suppression of small bills, Avas committed to 
the Committee on Banks and Banking.
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The Remonstrance of Lyman Whitman, against the 
Petition of A. H. Wheeler and others, was committed to 
the Committee on Towns.

Severally in concurrence.

The House Bill, “ To change the name of the South 
Congregational Society of W oburn,”

Came down from the Senate with the title amended as 
follows, viz.:—“ Bill to change the name of the South 
Congregational Society of W oburn, and authorize it to 
hold property.”

The House concurred in the amendment.

On motion of Mr. Weeks, of Lowell,

The House
Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Upham, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of 
Marshall P. Wilder and others, for a law for the suppres
sion of bank bills under five dollars.

Mr. Baxter, of Quincy, the Petition of the Quincy 
Stone Bank, for increase of capital.

Mr. Case, of Springfield, the Petition of the Stock
holders of the Pynchon Bank, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
James M. Blanchard and others, for aij Act of incorpo
ration, for the purpose of constructing a railroad from 
Connecticut State Line to Springfield.

Mr. Murdock, of Wareham, the Petition of Thomas 
Q. Jewett and others, in aid of the Petition of George 
Marston and others.
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Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, the Remonstrance of Thomas 
Bradley and others, against the Petition of George Mars- 
ton and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Strickland, of Sandisfield, presented the Petition 
of Samuel C. Parsons, in relation to Town and County 
Line.

Mr. Southworth, of Franklin, the Remonstrance of 
Otis Wales and others; and

Mr. Wilkinson, of Dedham, the Remonstrance of 
Charles C. Sewall and others, severally against the Peti
tion of Benjamin Rockwood and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Hinds, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
United States Chemical Manufacturing Company, for 
change of location.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.



W EDNESDAY, FEBRU A RY  6, 1856. 221

Mr. Yose, of Boston, presented the Petition of G. D. 
Evans and others, in aid of the Petition of P. Hubbell 
and others, in relation to Charles River and W arren 
Bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Also, the Petition of John C. Cluer, for the repeal of 
the twenty-third section of the two hundred and fifteenth 
chapter of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on so much of the Gov
ernor’s Address as relates to Intemperance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Bliss, of Worcester, presented the Petition of John
B. Dexter, Jr., for increase of salary as Police Clerk.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Fessenden, of W est Cambridge,
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Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance be instructed to inquire into the expedi
ency of repealing or amending chapter twelve, of the Acts 
of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, entitled 
“ An Act relating to the obtaining of Property by False 
Pretences.”

On motion of Mr. Hildreth, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures be in
structed to inquire what further legislation, if any, is 
necessary, in relation to Stationary Steam Engines.

On motion of Mr. Brayton, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to providing 
by general law for the election of County Officers, be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
general law for the election of the Clerks of the several 
Police Courts in this Commonwealth.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
hereby are, empowered to send for persons and papers
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in the matter of an Order concerning the Reports of the 
Decisions of the Supreme Judicial Court.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of New Marlboro’,

Ordered, That a Special Committee of Five be ap
pointed to audit the accounts of the Assessors of the 
several towns and cities of this Commonwealth, as pro
vided by the fourth section of an Act passed the twenty- 
first day of May, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, entitled “ An Act to obtain statistical informa
tion relating to certain branches of industry.”

On motion of Mr. Dyer, of Boston,

Ordered, That .the use of the Representatives’ Hall 
be granted to the Joint Special Committee appointed to 
consider so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
the subject of intemperance, on Thursday afternoon, at 
three o’clock, for the purpose of giving a public hearing 
to any and all persons who may desire to be heard on 
that subject.

Mr. Crane, from the Committee on Leave of Absence, 
reported that leave of absence be granted to the members 
of this House, representing such towns in this Common
wealth as hold their annual town meetings in the month 
of February, for three days, commencing the Saturday 
previous to the day on which said meetings are held.
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Mr. Fletcher, from the Committee on Elections, to 
whom -was referred the Petitions of William M. Bickford 
and others, Edward Lamb and others, and John B. Dex
ter and others, reported that the petitioners have leave 
to withdraw.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.
Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred the Senate Bill,
“ To prevent the evasion of the laws for the suppres

sion of Lotteries, reported,
That the same ought to pass; and said Bill was read a 

second time, and ordered to a third reading.

Mr. Codman, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of the fifth of January, relative to 
over issues of stock, reported a Bill,

“ To punish frauds of officers of Corporations.”

Also, on the Order of January twrenty-ninth, relative 
to the appointment of an Assistant Clerk of the Supreme 
Judicial Court for the County of Suffolk, a Bill,

“ To establish the office of Assistant Clerk of the Su
preme Judicial Court for the County of Suffolk.”

Also, on the Order of January eleventh, relative to 
permitting parties in civil actions to testify in their own 
causes, a Bill,

“ To enable parties in civil actions to be witnesses 
therein.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Lebanon Springs Railroad Com
pany, for extension of time for building said road, and

The Remonstrance of the Boston and Maine Railroad 
Company, against the Memorial of the Danvers Railroad 
Company,

Were severally committed to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals.

The Petition of S. Hooper and others, in favor of the 
suppression of small bills,

Was committed to the Committee on Banks and Bank

ing-

A “ Resolve in favor of the Astor Library,”

Was committed to the Committee on the Library.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Petitions of 
E. G. Nickerson,
Tisdale Drake,
Daniel Cragin,
John Pew,
Parker Burnham and others,
W. C. Barstow,
Daniel Crowley, and

The Old Colony and Fall River Railroad Company, 
be severally recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.
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Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

J. H. Pearson and others,
David Campbell and others,
Edwin It. W arren and others,
The Boston and Lowell Railroad Co.,
The Lexington and W est Cambridge Railroad 

Co.,
Donald McKay,
David Belcher and others, and 
Abraham Chase and others.

Bills, “ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the 
Lynn Mutual Fire Insurance Company,” and

“ To authorize the Beaman Manufacturing Company 
to increase their capital stock,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

A Message was received from the Governor by the 
Secretary, transmitting the Nineteenth Annual Report of 
the Board of Education, together with the Nineteenth 
Annual Report of the Secretary of said Board.

Committed to the Committee on Education.

Sent up for concurrence.
The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 

Bill,

“ In addition to the Acts relating to days of grace on 
commercial paper, in certain cases,” was indefinitely post
poned.
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Bills, “ To change the name of the Second Baptist 
Church, in Salem,”

“ To incorporate the Blackstone Athenmum,” and

“ Amending the forty-ninth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes, respecting the manner of sureties surrendering 
their principals in bail bonds,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Pike, of Newton, the Bill, “ Relat
ing to trials by jury before Justices of the Peace and 
Justices of the Police Courts,”

Was taken from the table and read a second time.

An amendment offered by Mr. Pike, was adopted, and 
pending the question on a motion to recommit the Bill, 
made by Mr. Hinds, of Boston, on motion of Mr. Briggs, 
of Pittsfield, the Bill was specially assigned for conside
ration to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, M.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill, “ In addition to the Acts re
lating to days of grace on commercial paper, in certain 
cases,” was indefinitely postponed.

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
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The engrossed Resolve, “ In  favor of the Worcester 
South Agricultural Society,” was passed,

And Bills, “ To establish the salaries of the Justices 
of the Supreme Judicial Court,”

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Haver
hill Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ To change the name of the South Congregational 
Society of W oburn, and authorize it to hold property,”

(All of which originated in the House,) and

“ To incorporate the Home Mutual Insurance Com
pany,”

(W hich originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 
the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Temple, member from 
Framingham.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Gould, of Falmouth, presented the Petition of 
Alexander Clark, for a Resolve authorizing sale of real 
estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Gay, of Sharon, presented the Petition of Joel 
Pettee and others, of Sharon, for an Act to enable Town 
Treasurers to cancel and take up their bonds.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Murdock, of Wareham, presented the Petition of 
J. B. Tobey and others, and

Mr. Howes, of Dennis, the Petition of James S. Howes 
and others, severally in aid of the Petition of George 
Marston and others.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, the Petition of the Amherst 
and Belchertown Railroad, for extension of time to com
plete their road.

31
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Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown, the Petition of Asa Fisk 
and others, in reference to railroad crossings.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Parsons, of Northampton, presented the Petition 
of Charles Smith and others, for an Act of incorporation 
under the name of the Northampton Dike Company.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
Jonas W. Clark and others, for a charter to form a mili
tary company.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Lunt, of Newbury, presented the Petition of the 
Overseers of the Poor of the town of Newbury, for 
allowance from the Commonwealth for amount .expended 
in relief of John W. Randall.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Fessenden, of W est Cambridge, presented the 
Remonstrance of James Russell and others, against the 
Petition of Jacob Hittinger and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was committed an Order of January twenty-eighth, 
relating to the increase of pay of County Commission
ers, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Mr. Taft, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
which was referred the Petition of Joseph B. Parker and 

others, reported, a Bill

“ To incorporate the Clinton Steam-Power Company.”

Read and ordered to a second reading.

A Message was received from the Senate, by Hon. Mr. 
Mills, proposing a Convention of the two branches on 
Wednesday next, February thirteenth, at twelve o’clock, 
M., for the purpose of choosing two Directors of the 
Western Railroad, on the part of the Commonwealth.

A Message was received from the Governor, by the 
Secretary, transmitting the Annual Report of the Com

missioners of Alien Passengers.

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Lawrence, of Cambridge, was excused from serv
ing on the Committee on so much of the Governor’s Ad
dress as relates to Alien Passengers, and Mr. Worcester, 
of Townsend, was appointed in his place.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Young Men’s Library Association 
of Worcester, for change of name,

Was committed to the Committee on Education.

The Petition of B. P. Adams, and others, of Topsfield, 
for protection to the Fisheries in Ipswich River, in the 
town of Topsfield,

Was committed to the Committee on Fisheries.

The Memorial of Gardner, Colby and Company, in 
aid of the Petition of the Webster Bank for increase of 
capital,

Was committed to the Committee on Banks and Bank

ing.

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
the House, on Wednesday, indefinitely postponed the 
Bill “ In  addition to the Acts relating to Days of Grace 
on commercial paper.”

After debate, the motion to reconsider was carried, and 
the question being on ordering the Bill to a third read
ing, on motion of Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, the Bill was 
amended, and then ordered to a third reading.
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Pursuant to assignment, at twelve o’clock the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the Bill, “ Relating to 
trials by Jury before Justices of the Peace and Justices 
of the Police Court,” the question being on ordering the 
same to a third reading, as amended; and after debate, 
the previous question was ordered, and the main question 
having been stated, the Bill was refused a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Swallow, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Usher, of Lynn, presented the Remonstrance of 
Mathew Mansfield, against the Petition of the Mayor 
and Aldermen of the city of Lynn.

Mr. Healy, of Dudley, the Petition of Asa E. Ed- 
mands and others, in relation to the powers and duties of 
County Commissioners locating roads.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Emerson, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company, for similar powers and 
privileges as those granted to the Cambridge Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Fessenden, of W est Cambridge, the Remonstrance 
of the Selectmen of W est Cambridge, against the Peti
tion in aid of the Cambridge W ater Works.

Mr. Taft, of Worcester, the Petition of Goddard, Rice 
and Company, in aid of the Petition of James M. Blanch
ard and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
32
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Joseph Huxford and others, proprietors of Pocha Pond 
Meadow and Fishing Company.

Also, the Petition of John A. Baylies and others, in 
aid of the Petition of Joseph Huxford and others.

Mr. Crocker, of Barnstable, the Remonstrance of Free
man Marchant and others, of Barnstable, against the 
Petition of Josiah G. Handy and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Jones, of Boston, presented the Petition of Alfred 
Norton and others, for an Act of incorporation, as the 
New England Paper Mill Insurance Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Orcutt, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of John 
F. Fellows and others, in aid of the Petition of John 
Fenno and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. ‘Williams, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed, to 
furnish forthwith, to each member of the House, the
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complete files of the documents of both branches of the 
Legislature, as well as the Journal of the House, and to 
cause all such documents and pages of the Journal as 
may hereafter be printed, to be placed upon the files 

daily.

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall 
be granted to the friends of Postal Reform, for the after
noon of Thursday next, at three o’clock, P. M., for the 
purpose of an address upon that subject.

On motion of Mr. Reed, of Newbury port,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be direct
ed to inquire into the expediency of amending the law 
respecting the age at which children are admitted to the 
Public Schools of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Dyer, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the subject 
of intemperance, be empowered to call for persons and 
papers.

On motion of Mr. Holbrook, of Braintree,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals
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be instructed to consider whether any legislation is neces
sary in regard to the regulation of Railroad Fares.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Loring, of Marlborough,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a Bill “ providing for 
the appointment of Trial Justices in the several Counties, 
whose jurisdiction in civil cases shall extend to live hun
dred dollars, and whose decision shall be final, where 
judgment rendered does not exceed one hundred dollars; 
and who shall be empowered to call a jury, when either 
party to a suit shall demand it.”

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, offered an Order relative 
to Orders of Notice, which was rejected.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was recommitted a Bill to establish a Police Court 
in the town of Holyoke,

Reported that said Bill be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Stoddard, from the same committee, on the. Peti
tion of Thomas P. Rich, reported “ leave to withdraw.”

Mr. Fessenden, from the Committee on Towns, on the 
Petitions of A. H. Wheeler and others, and of S. B.
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Day ancl others, Frederick Dwight and others, in aid of 
the same, and also the Remonstrance of Lyman Whitman 
and others, against the aforesaid Petition, reported,

Leave to withdraw.

Mr. Mixter, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and insurance, to whom was committed the O d er of Jan
uary twenty-first, relative to the notification of endorsers 
of negotiable paper, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Whiton, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was committed the Petition of 
Daniel Crowley, reported a Bill,

“ To authorize Daniel Crowley to extend his wharf.”

Mr. Austin, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Petition of W. C. Barstow and others, re
ported a Bill,

/

“ To authorize W. C. Barstow, B. C. Ward, E. S. Rand, 
and C. C. Gilbert, to extend their wharf.”

Mr. Briggs, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of January seventeenth, 
relative to venue of action, reported a Bill,
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“ Relating to the venue of certain actions.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

A communication was read from the Clerk, informing 
the House that he had appointed J ames E. B arrell , of 
Chelsea, as«-Assistant Clerk, pro tempore.

The appointment was confirmed by the House, and 
Messrs. Briggs, of Pittsfield, and C. O. Rogers, of Boston, 
were appointed a Committee to wait upon Mr. Barrell to 
the Governor and Council, to take and subscribe the 
necessary oaths of office; who attended to that duty, and 
reported that Mr. Barrell was duly qualified.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Boston, the House con
curred in the proposition received from the Senate yester
day, for a Convention on the thirteenth instant, at twelve 
o’clock, M., for a choice of two Directors of the Western 
Railroad, on the part of the State, and the Clerk was 
charged with a message to the Senate to inform them 
thereof.

The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee 
on the Order offered yesterday by Mr. Adams, of New
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Marlboro’, relative to the accounts for taking the decen
nial census,

Messrs. Adams, of New Marlboro,
Johnson, of Lowell,
Towne, of Pawtucket,
J. W . Eogers, of Boston, and 
Sawyer, of Templeton.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Order offered by him this morning, 
was rejected.

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston, the motion of Mr. 
Austin, of Boston, to non-concur in the message from the 
Senate of February second, for the celebration of W ash
ington’s birthday, was taken from the table, and the 
whole subject was referred to a Committee of Five on 
the part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, 
with instructions to consider and report, what measures, 
if any, shall be taken by the two Houses, in concurrence, 
for the proper observance of the birthday of Washington.

Sent up for concurrence.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Edward Howard and others, came 
down non-concurred in its reference to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, and referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, and the House concurred in 
the reference.

The Order of Notice on the Petition of Ambrose 
Lawrence and others, was committed to the Joint Special 
Committee on that subject, in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Library, consider the expediency of 
reprinting the Debates of the Convention of one thou
sand seven hundred and eighty-eight.

An abstract of the “ Population of Massachusetts as 
given by the census of June one, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, arranged by Congressional Dis
tricts, by Counties and Towns, and by Wards in the City 
of Boston,”

Was committed to the Joint Special Committee on so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to districting 
the State for the choice of Counsellors, in concurrence,
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The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
Bill “ in addition to several Acts to secure a Decennial 
Census and Statistical Information,” was read a second 
time, and pending the question on its passage to a third 
reading, amendments were offered by Mr. W arren, of 
Brighton, and Mr. Dyer, of Boston, when, on motion of 
Mr. Temple, of Framingham, the Bill with the amend
ments, was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

The Bill, “ To prevent the evasion of the laws for the 
suppression of Lotteries,” was passed over in the consid
eration of the Orders of the Day.

The Bill “ To prevent frauds of officers of Corpo
rations,” was specially assigned for consideration on Tues
day, February nineteenth, at twelve o’clock, M.

The Bill, “ To enable parties in civil actions to be 

witnesses therein,”

Was refused a third reading, and subsequently Mr. 
Dyer, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of said vote, 
which was placed in the Orders of the Day for to
morrow.
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The Bill, “ In  addition to the Acts relating to days of 
grace on commercial paper,”

Was then taken up, and the second section was stricken 
out, and the Bill, as amended, passed to be engrossed, and 

was sent up for concurrence.

Bills, “ To authorize the Beaman Manufacturing Com
pany to increase their capital stock,”

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lynn 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ To establish the office of Assistant Clerk of the 
Supreme Judicial Court for the County of Suffolk,” and

“ To incorporate the Clinton Steam-PowTer Company,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading.

Bills, “ To change the name of the Second Baptist 
Church in Salem,”

“ To incorporate the Blackstone Athenaeum,” and

“ Amending the forty-ninth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes respecting the manner of sureties surrendering 
their principals in bail bonds,”
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Were severally read a third time, and passed to be en

grossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petitions 
of William M. Bickford and others, was accepted.

The engrossed Bills, “ In  addition to an Act to estab
lish a Police Court in the town of Chicopee,” and

“ To extend the time for constructing a highway across 
Mystic River,” (which originated in the House,) and

“ To protect the Fisheries in Ipswich River,” (which 
originated in the Senate,)

Were passed to be enacted and were sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Andrews, of Danvers,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Brewster, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Mayor of the city of Boston for authority to extend 
Albany Street.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Gardner, of Duxbury, presented the Petition of 
Stephen Soule and another for the right to propagate 
Clams on flats owned by them.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Goss, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Thomas W ait and others, in aid of the Petition of Peter 
Hubbell and others.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Jacobs, of Wellfleet presented the Petition of Isaac 
Baker and others, proprietors of meadows, in the town 
of Wellfleet, for an Act of incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
33
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Mr. Thaxter, of Watertown, presented the Remon
strance of Estes Howe and others, against the proposed 
incorporation of the Town of Belmont.

Mr. Fenno, of North Chelsea, the Petition of Benja
min Shurtleff and others, for the annexation of North 

Chelsea to Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, presented the Petition of 
Henry Clay and others, relative to the repeal of the Act 
“ concerning Beaches in the town of North Chelsea.”

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’,

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
consider the expediency of establishing a reserve fund 
from the Bank Tax, for the redemption of the notes of 
such banks as may become insolvent.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. W arner, of Belchertown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary iuquire 
whether any further legislation is necessary in relation to 
the election of Town Officers.
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On motion of Mr. Adams, of North. Brookfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a Bill 
authorizing County Commissioners to administer oaths or 
affirmations to witnesses who may appear to testify re
specting any matter depending before them, if the Com
mittee find that the Commissioners do not already pos

sess such authority.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lowell, the Petitions or 
Thomas Nesmith and others,
Henry Worcester and others, and 
Joshua M. Hovey and others, 

relating to the charter of the Essex Company, at Law
rence, were taken from the files of last year, and referred 
to the Committee on the Petition of Ambrose Lawrence 

and others.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of January twenty-first, 
relative to equity powers, of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
reported a Bill,

“ Giving further remedies in Equity.”

Mr. Thayer, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, to whom was referred the Order of Febru-
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ary first, that they be directed to consider the expediency 
of altering or amending the first section o f the forty- 
eighth chapter of the Revised Statutes, reported a Bill,

“ Relating to the appointment of Trustees of the State 

Lunatic Hospitals.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. TIale, from the Committ.ee on the Library, to which 
was referred the Resolve in favor of the Astor Library, 
reported, that the same ought to pass, with certain ver
bal amendments.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington*

Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet at twelve o’clock, on Monday next.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Committee, on the part of the House, on the Order of
fered yesterday, by Mr. Sever, of Boston, relative to the 
birthday of Washington, viz.:'—

Messrs. Sever, of Boston, •
Chamberlain, of Salem,
Weeks, of Lowell,
Adams, of North Brookfield, and 
Davis, of Royalston.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petitions of Catherine S. Brown, and

Samuel R. Heywood and others,

for an Asylum for Inebriates, (taken from the files of 
last year,) were committed to the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions.

The Petition of the Selectmen of Marshpee, in behalf 
of the Marshpee Indians,

Was committed to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.

Orders of Notice were issued on the several Petitions 
of

Shaw Morris,
Dana Crowell,
John N. Swasey,
Francis Small, and 
John Gary.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Joint Committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to consider and report upon the expediency of 
measures being taken for the removal of the Insane Pau-
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pers now confined in the Boston Lunatic Hospital, at the 
expense of the Commonwealth, to the different State 

Institutions.

Also, that the Committee on Banks and Banking be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to consider, and report 
upon the expediency of the passage of a law restricting 
the loans of any Bank, of this Commonwealth, to any 
individual, in the same manner that loans to their Direc
tors are now restricted.

The Second Annual Report of the Receivers of the 
Cochituate Bank, was committed to the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, in concurrence.

Bills “ Concerning the Perkins Mills and Dwight Man
ufacturing Company, and to increase the capital stock 
of the latter,” (on the Petition of William Sturgis and 
others,) and,

“ To extend the time for the construction of the Mill- 
bury and Southbridge Railroad,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

I  he Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order yester
day offered by Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, was rejected, 
was carried, and the Order was adopted, as follows, viz.:
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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of reporting a Bill requiring all peti

tioners to the legislature for special legislation, where 

Orders of Notice are necessary, to lodge their Petitions 

with the Secretary of State, on or before the tenth day in 

each year ; that the Secretary shall cause said Petitions 

to be laid before the Governor and Council, on the said 

tenth day of December, and they shall order such notice 

to be served and published by the petitioners, as in their 

judgment may be necessary, such notice to be served, 

and the last publication made, on or before the second 

Wednesday in January in each year; and that all Peti

tions of the nature herein-named, not presented in con

formity with this Order, shall be referred to the next 

General Court.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, 
“ To enable parties in civil actions to be witnesses there
in,” was yesterday refused a third reading, was specially 
assigned for consideration on Thursday next, February 
fourteenth, at twelve o’clock, M,

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on Petition of A. 
H. Wheeler and others, was passed over in the considera
tion of the Orders of the Day.
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Reports, indefinitely postponing the Rill to establish a 
Police Court in the town of Holyoke, and

“ Inexpedient to legislate ” concerning the endorsers of 
negotiable paper,”

Were severally accepted.:]

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
Thomas P. Rich, was, with the accompanying papers, laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed.

Bills, “ To authorize W. C. Barstow and others to ex
tend their wharf,” and

“ To authorize Daniel Crowley to extend his wharf,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading.

The “ Bill relating to the venue of certain actions,”

Was read a second time, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed.

The Bill “ To prevent the evasion of the laws for the 
suppression of lotteries,”

W as amended and laid on the table.

Bills “ To authorize the Beaman Manufacturing Com
pany to increase their capital stock,” and
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“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lynn 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

Bills, “ To establish the office of Assistant Clerk of 
the Supreme Judicial Court for the County of Suf
folk,” (as amended) and

“ To incorporate the Clinton Steam-Power Company,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Sparrell, of Medford,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Codman, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
William Minot, Jr., and others, for the repeal of the two 
hundred and eighty-third chapter of the Acts of one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Pratt, of Grafton, presented the Petition of Charles 
Brigham, for payment of his account, and services as 
Trustee for the Hassanamiscoe tribe of Indians.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Murdock, of Wareham, presented the Petition of 
James H. Look and others, of Plymouth County, rela

tive to public schools.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Crocker, of Barnstable, presented the Petition of 
Solomon Ataguire and others, of Marshpee, in aid of the 
Petition of Josiah G. Handy and others.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.
34
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Mr. Story, of Essex, presented the Remonstrance of J. 
M. Richardson and others, against the Petition of David 
Choate and others.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Batchelder, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of 
John Williams and others, in aid of the Petition of J. 
Fenno and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Emery, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of amending chapter 
two hundred and thirty-seven, of the Statutes of one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, so as to extend 
its provisions to the Municipal Authorities, and the School 
Committees of cities.

On motion of Mr. Crosby, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
consider the expediency of requiring Treasurers of Sav
ings Banks and Institutions for Savings, upon making 
up every dividend, to notify, in writing, each depositor 
whose deposit exceeds the sum upon which interest is al
lowed, informing him how much of his deposit is draw
ing no interest.
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On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Ambrose Lawrence and 
others, in relation to fish ways on the Merrimack River, 
be, and hereby are authorized to send for persons and 
papers.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Bill to establish the office of As
sistant Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, was passed 
to be engrossed.

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion ©f Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition of 
the State Mutual Life Insurance Company, for a repeal 
of the Act of one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, 
relative to the Mutual Life Insurance Companies, (House, 
Number twenty,) was taken from the table and com
mitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, the Bill, to pre
vent the evasion of laws for the suppression of lotteries, 
was taken from the table, and recommitted to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to report a new 
Bill.
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On motion of Mr. Partridge, of Winchendon,
Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it be ad

journed to eleven o’clock, A. M., to-morrow, and that 
that be the hour of meeting until otherwise ordered.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petitions of James Savage and others, in behalf 

of the Provident Institution for Savings in the town of 

Boston; and,
The Suffolk Bank, for permission to increase their in

terest in real estate; and,
Carver Hotchkiss and others, for a bank at Shelburne 

Falls,
Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 

and Banking.

The Petitions of B. Perkins, Jr. and others, to be 
incorporated as a Steamship Company; and

George C. Shattuck for leave to extend his wharf,
Were severally referred to the Committee on Mer

cantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of William F. Veazie, for a repeal of a 
part of the two hundred and thirtieth chapter of the 
Acts of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Ca
nals.

The Petition of Anna Hunnewell and others, to have 
the lines of Cambridge and Somerville straightened,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.
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The Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of the town 
of Huntington, to amend their former Petition,

Was referred to the Committee on Claims.

The Petition of H. C. Kimball and others, for abol
ishing the Police Court in the town of Blackstone,

Was referred to a Joint Special Committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Carey and Brakenridge on the part of the 
Senate, and such as the House may join.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth furnish each member of the Legislature 
with a copy of “A Tabular View of the Representation in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, from seventeen 
hundred and eighty to eighteen hundred and fifty-three,” 
now in his office.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of A. H . 
Wheeler and others, was accepted, and sent up for con
currence.

Bills, “ To extend the time for the construction of the 
Millbury and Southbridge Railroad,” and “ Concerning 
the Perkins Mills and Dwight Manufacturing Company, 
and to increase the capital stock of the latter,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.
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The Report of the Committee on the Library, on the 
Resolve in favor of Astor Library, that the same ought 
to pass, with amendments, was accepted, and the Bill was 
ordered to a second reading.

Bills, “ To authorize W. C. Bar stow and others to ex
tend their wharf,” and

“ To authorize Daniel Crowley to extend his wharf,”

W ere severally read a third time and passed to be en

grossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Goss, of Charlestown,

The House

Adjourned.



TUESDAY, FEBRU A RY  12, 1856. 263

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by tire Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Blood, of Taunton, presented the Remonstrance of 
Theodore Dean and others. .

Mr. Standish, of Middleboro’, he Remonstrance of 
Andrew C. Wood and others, severally against the Petition 

of Charles II. Gooding and others.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Murdock, of W ar eh am, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen of ihe town of Marion, to change one sec
tion in their Act of incorporation.

Mr. Moore, of Douglas, the Petition of John Darling 
and others, for annexing the south part of Sutton to the 
town of Douglas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of C. B. II. Fessenden and others, against the Petition of 
Edward W. Howland and others.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
3d
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Mr. Usher, of Lynn, offered the following Order:—

That the Committee on Banks and Banking consider 
the expediency of requiring each bank in this Common
wealth to deposit in the Treasury an amount equal to 
two per cent, per annum, of the tax they now pay, the 
same to be appropriated for the redemption of the notes 
of such banks as may become insolvent.

Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, offered the following Order:—

That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire what, if any, legislation is necessary for the sup
pression of dances, dancing schools, balls, cotillon parties, 
and all other such like assemblies on Saturday evenings, 
and that they be requested to report by Bill, or otherwise.

Severally rejected.

Mr. Yose, from the Joint Special Committee on the 
Enlargement of the State House, to whom was committed 
the Order of Mr. Haynes, of Dorchester, of the twenty- 
ninth of January, inquiring whether the public interest 
requires that said Board of Commissioners be further 
continued, have considered the same, and report,

“ That the commission of said Board expired on the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five.”

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The following gentlemen were appointed, in concur
rence, as the Committee on the part of the House, on 
the Petition to abolish the Police Court in the town of 
Blackstone.

Messrs. Wheeler, of North Bridgewater, 
Gaston, of Itoxbury,
Southworth, of Franklin,
Bead, of Boston, and 
Harding, of Lawrence.

On motion of Mr. Pratt, of Middleboro’, the Petition 
of Andrew Haskins and others, was taken from the files 
of last year, and referred to the Committee on Towns.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Briggs, of Pittsfield, the Bill relat
ing to the venue of certain actions, (House Hoc. No. 43,) 
was taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

A message was received from the Governor, by the 
Secretary, transmitting the Report of the Commissioners 
appointed under chapter fifteen of the Resolves of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, to estab
lish the boundary line between Gay Head and the town 
of Chilmark;

Also, the Report of Commissioners appointed under 
chapter sixty-nine of the Resolves of the year one thou-
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sand eight hundred and fifty-five, to examine the title to 
certain lands in the town of Tisbury.

Severally laid on the table and ordered to he printed.

Mr. Mixter, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
Hampshire Mutual Fire Insurance Company for a re
newal of charter, reported a Bill,

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the 
Hampshire Mutual Fire Insurance Company.”

Bead, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Proprietors of the Lawrence 
Bridge, for a change in the tariff of tolls on said bridge,

TV as referred to the Committee on Bonds and Bridges, 
in concurrence.

The Petition of the Mayor of the City of Boston, for 
authority to extend Albany Street, came down non-con- 
curred in its reference to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, and referred to the Committee on 
Bands and Bridges, and the House concurred in the re
ference.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Joint Special Com- 
prittee on Alien Paupers, be directed to visit the State 
Almshouse at Tewksbury.
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The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House, on 
Saturday, passed to he engrossed the Bill to establish the 
office of Assistant Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court 
of the County of Suffolk, was carried ; the question then 
recurred on passing the Bill to be engrossed. And the 
Bill was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur

rence.

Bills, “ Relating to the appointment of Trustees of the 
State Lunatic Hospitals,” and

“ Giving further remedies in Equity,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

Bills, “ To extend the time for the construction of the
«

Millbury and Southbridge Railroad,”

“ Concerning the Perkins Mills and Dwight Manufac
turing Company, and to increase the capital stock of the 
latter,”

Were severally read a third time arid passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence. *

The “ Resolve in favor of the Astor Library,” (as 
amended,)

Was passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.
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Pursuant to assignment, at twelve o’clock the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the Bill, in addition to 
the duties and rights of Jurors, the question being on the 
rejection of said Bill. Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, offered 
an amendment, and, pending that question,

On motion of Mr. Dyer, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

. The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Hicks, of Hew Bedford, presented the Petition of 
the Bedford Commercial Bank, for leave to increase their 

capital.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, the Petition of George W. 
Lee and others, for charter of Pentucket Bank in Haver

hill.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Smith, of Chatham, presented the Petition of 
George Eldridge and others, and

Mr. Hye, of Sandwich, the Petition of Francis A. Nye 
and others, severally for leave to construct fish weirs.

Mr. Howes, of Dennis, the Remonstrance of Obed 
Baker, second, and others, against the Petition of Josiah 
G. Handy and others,

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Jacobs, of Wellfleet, presented the Petition of 
Benjamin II. Breit and another, for leave to build a wharf 
in the town of Wellfleet.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, the Petition of the New- 
buryport Railroad Company, for extension of time to lo
cate and build a branch railroad over Merrimack River.

36
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Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals,

Mr. Lamb, of Greenfield, presented the Petition of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company, praying the 
State to subscribe one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
to their capital, and to take part in the direction of the 
Company.

Referred to a Joint Special Committee to consist of 
Seven on the part of the Senate, and one from each 
county, on the part of the House.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Mixter, of Hardwick,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
consider the expediency of providing by law, that all 
railroads within this Commonwealth, when they have 
been in operation over the whole length of the road for 
the space of five years, shall close construction account.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Foster, of Andover,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
so much of the twenty-sixth section of chapter three 
hundred and twenty-seven of the Acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, entitled “ An Act 
to secure the equal distribution of the property of In
solvent Corporations among their creditors,” as renders
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said chapter inapplicable to railroad corporations, and 
report thereon.

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that the Hon. F rancis H. D ew ey  had been 
appointed President pro tempore.

Pursuant to assignment, the hour having arrived for 
the choice of two Directors for the Western Pail road, 
the Senate came in, and the two branches being in Con
vention, proceeded to the choice of two Directors of the 
Western Railroad on the part of the Commonwealth ; 
and the votes having been taken and counted, it appeared 
that but one person had been elected, viz.:—-

Sylvander  J ohnson, of Adams.
The Convention again proceeded to ballot for the sec

ond Director, and the votes having been taken and count
ed, it appeared that there was no choice; whereupon, on 
motion, the Convention dissolved, and the Senate with
drew.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of John A. Knowles and others, of Low
ell, in aid of the Petition of the Boston and Lowell Rail
road Company for a branch track in Lowell; and

The Petition of T. P. Pingree and others, of Salem, in 
aid of the Petition of the Danvers Railroad Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.
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The Petition of John It. Bulkley and others, for an 
Act of incorporation as the Williams Bank,

W as referred to the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing.

The Petition of the Female Medical Education Society, 
for change of name,

W as referred to the Committee on Education.

An Order of Notice was issued on the Petition of Jo
seph Huxford and others; also

An Order for the extension of time on the Order of 
Notice on the Petition of Daniel Cragin.

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
unfinished business of yesterday, viz.: “ The Bill in ad
dition to an Act concerning the rights and duties of Ju
rors,” was debated, the question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’ ; but before the 
question was taken,

On motion of Mr. Pollard, of Taunton,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Emerson, of Boston, presented the Report of the 
former Agent of Charles River and W arren Bridges, 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
the Proprietors of the City Hotel in Worcester, for 
change of name and amendment of charter.

Mr. Wright, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
Jason Chamberlain and others, praying for the enactment 
of a law punishing with severer penalties, the fraudulent 
transactions of bank and railroad officers.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, presented the Petition of the 
Mayor of Salem, for alteration of city charter.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Codman, of Boston, presented the Petition of E. 
M. P. A\ ells and others, for incorporation as the Marga* 
ret Coffin Prayer Book Society.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
37
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Mr. Howes, of Dennis, presented the Remonstrance of 
Isaiah Baker and others, of Dennis, against the Petition 
of Josiah G. Handy and others, and against all other Pe
titions of a similar character.

Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, presented the Remon
strance of B. F. Ricketson and others, of New Bedford, 
against the Petition of E. W . Howland and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
E. E. Bradshaw and others, citizens of Charlestown, in 
aid of the Petition of Peter Ilubbell and others.

Mr. Barrows, of Easton, presented the Remonstrance 
of John II. Swain and others, of the town of Easton, 
against the Petition of Charles II. Gooding and others.I

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Lawrence, of Cambridge, presented the Petition 
of Field, Converse and Company and others, for the pas
sage of a law requiring green slaughter hides to be in
spected before they are sold, and for the appointment of 
an Inspector-General thereof.

Mr. Cook, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of 
Joseph Friend and Company, for leave to extend their 
wharf in Gloucester.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.
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Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen and others of Lynnfield, in aid of the 
Memorial of the Danvers Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Brayton, of Fall River, the Petition of the Coun
ty Commissioners of Bristol County, for authority to bor
row money.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking, 
be instructed to consider the expediency of prohibitin 
all officers and clerks of banks, and other persons em
ployed about the same, from holding or voting on the 
proxies or power of attorneys of their stockholders, for 
directors. Also, that no person shall vote on proxy bear
ing date more than fourteen days preceding the election.

On motion of Mr. Slade, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
be instructed to inquire if any legislation is necessary to 
secure to passengers at the different railway stations, 
between the opening of the ticket office and the starting 
of the trains, time to procure their tickets.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

to.
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On motion of Mr. Holbrook, of Weymouth,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of making it obligatory upon all 
Loan and Lund Associations to pay the holders of shares 
the amount credited upon their books, with five per cent, 
interest; the said holders of shares giving them thirty 
days’ notice of their desire to close their account with the 
association.

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, of Cambridge,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing an 
Assistant Officer to the Attorney of the Commonwealth 
for the County of Suffolk.

Mr. Mixter, of Hardwick, offered the following 
Order :—

Oidered, That the officers of the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad furnish forthwith, for the use of the Legisla
ture, the names of the officers of said corporation, the 
amount of capital stock subscribed, the number of 
shares held by each individual or corporation, the amount 
paid in by each stockholder on their subscription, and the 
amount of liabilities now outstanding against said corpo
ration.

Laid over, under the rule.
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The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Joint Special Committee on the part of the House, on 
the Petition of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Com
pany, viz.:—

Messrs. Thayer, of Suffolk,
Poor, of Essex,
Fessenden, of Middlesex,
Deane, of Franklin,
Morrell, of Bristol,
Littlefield, of Norfolk,
Gray, of Plymouth,
Putnam, of Worcester,
Shaw, of Hampshire,
Hammond, of Dukes and Nantucket,
Upton, of Berkshire,
Chapin, of Hampden, and
Gould, of Falmouth. ■ *

Mr. Taggart, from the Committee on Accounts, to 
whom was referred the Auditor’s Annual Report of the 
expenses of his office, reported that no legislation thereon 
is necessary, and asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof.

Mr. Pratt, from the same committee, on the Annual 
Report of the Adjutant-General, of the expenses of his 
office, reported, that no legislation is necessary thereon, 
and asking to be discharged from the further considera
tion then of.

Severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom Avas referred the Order of Mr. West, of the twenty- 
eighth ult., relative to the expediency of repealing the 
twenty-eighth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, reported a Bill respecting Naturalization.

Mr. Ritchie, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, on the Petition of the Plympton Branch Bail- 
road Company, reported a Bill to change the name of the 
Plympton Branch Railroad Company.

Mr. Thayer, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, to whom was referred the Petition of Charles 
Carliss and others, reported a Bill “ To incorporate the 
Duston Monument Association.”

Mr. Hale, from the Committee on the Library, on the 
Order relative to the expediency of reprinting the debates 
of the Convention of the year one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty-eight, reported

A Resolve relating to the Massachusetts Convention of 
the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight.

Also, The same gentleman, from the same committee, 
on the Order of Mr. Thaxter, of Watertown, of the 
seventeenth ult., relative to printing an edition of the 
Records of Massachusetts, reported

A Resolve relating to the Massachusetts Records.
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Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Ashburnham, the Bill 
in addition to several Acts to secure a Decennial Census 
and Statistical Information, (House Doc. No. 46,) was 
taken from the table, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Petition of the Mayor of Salem, for an alteration of 
the City Charter, reported a Bill, in further addition to 
an Act establishing the City of Salem, which, under a 
suspension of the Rules, took its several readings, passed 
to be engrossed, and was sent up for concurrence.

A message was received from the Senate by Honorable 
Mr. Monroe, proposing a Convention of the two branches 
on Tuesday, February nineteenth, at twelve o’clock, M., 
for the purpose of choosing a Director of the Western 
Railroad.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston, the House 
nonconcurred in the proposal, and substituted Wednes
day, February twentieth, at twelve o’clock, M., and Mr. 
Austin was charged with a message to the Senate, to in
form them thereof. Subsequently, a message was re
ceived from the Senate by the Clerk of that body, 
announcing their concurrence in the proposition.
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Papers from tire Senate.

The Petition of Richard W . Swan and others, for the 
incorporation of the Berkshire Collegiate Institute, was 
referred to the Committee on Education.

The Petition of David Choate and others, was taken 
from the files, and recommitted to the Committee on 
Parishes and Religious Societies.

The Petition of Jonas B. Clark and others, and

The Petition of Abram Chase and others, were sever
ally taken from the files and recommitted to the Commit

tee on Towns.

Severally in concurrence.

A Bill extending the time for the construction of the 
Boston and New Y ork Central Railroad, was read, laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed.

A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate a State Re
form School for Girls, was referred to the Committee on 

the Judiciary.

The House Bill “ To incorporate th e  Nantucket County 

Agricultural Society,” came down amended, and the 
House concurred in the amendments.
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The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the unfinished business of yesterday, viz.: 
the “ Bill in addition to an Act concerning the Duties 
and Rights of Jurors,” but before taking the question, 
on motion of Mr. Vose, of Boston, the Bill was laid on 

the table.

The next matter in the Orders of the Day, v iz .: “ Bill 
relating to the venue of certain actions,” was taken up, 
but before taking the question, the special assignment 
was called for, the same being the motion to reconsider 
the vote whereby the Bill “ To enable parties in civil 
actions to be witnesses therein,” was refused a third read
ing. After debate, the motion was carried. The ques
tion then recurred on ordering the Bill to a third reading, 
pending which, on motion of Mr. Hall, of Boston, the 
Bill was specially assigned for Friday next, at twelve 

o’clock, M.

The Engrossed Bills, “ To incorporate Simpson’s P a

tent Dry Dock Company,”

“ Requiring a new promise of an Insolvent Debtor, 
after his discharge, to be in writing,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) and
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Bills, “ to authorize the Beaman Manufacturing Com
pany to increase their capital stock,”

“ Concerning the Perkins Mills and Dwight Manufac
turing Company, and to increase the capital stock of the 
latter,”

“ To extend the time for the construction of the Mill- 
bury and Southbridge Railroad,”

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lynn 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 
the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Leach, of Plymouth, presented the Petition of 
Henry B. Holmes and others, in aid of the Petition of 
Caleb Morton and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, presented the Petition of Caleb 
Curtis and others, in aid of the Petition of the Town of 
Winthrop.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Merwin, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, for a change of 
the rates of toll on the Western Avenue.

Mr. Blood, of Taunton, presented the Remonstrance of 
Lovett Morse and others; also, the Remonstrance of Lot 
Presbrey and others, severally against the Petition of 
Charles H. Gooding and others.

Mr. Sparrell, of Medford, presented the Petition of 
George W. Porter and others, in aid of the Petition of 
Peter Hubbell and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

38
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Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
City of Boston, for leave to unite under one Board of Di
rectors, the Houses of Industry, Reformation, Correction, 
and the Lunatic Hospital of the County of Suffolk.

Mr. Phillips, of Danvers, presented the Petition of 
Sarah L. Winchester and others, to be incorporated as 
the Female Benevolent Society of South Danvers.

Severally referred to the Committee on Public Chari
table Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ccdman, of Boston, presented the Petition of H. 
H. Hunnewell and others, for a change of the law in 
relation to landlord and tenant.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
William Greenleaf, for license to dispose of real estate of 
Wards.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Andrews, of Danvers,

Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture inquire 
•ÿito the expediency of providing, by law, for what shall 
constitute the -weight of onions by the bushel.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Reading,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in

structed to inquire into the expediency of so far amend-
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ing section twenty-seven, chapter seven of Revised Statutes, 
establishing the rate of poll taxes, that in case of any 
special appropriation, voted by towns for public improve
ments, the rate of the poll tax may be increased and 
graduated according to the sum of money so raised.

On motion of Mr. Lamb, of Greenfield,

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
cause to be printed, for the use of the Legislature, the 
last Annual Report of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
Corporation, which was accidentally omitted from the 
printed Annual Reports of Railroad Corporations.

On motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston,

Ordered, That the powers of the Committee appointed 
under the Order of the sixth instant, to audit the ac
counts of Assessors, as provided by the fourth section of 
the Act of May twenty-one, of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, entitled “ An Act to obtain 
Statistical Information relating to certain branches of 
Industry,” be suspended until the action of the Legisla
ture upon the Bill now pending, which proposes to re
peal said fourth section.

The Order of Mr. Mixter, of Hardwick, of the four
teenth instant, was then taken up, the question being on 
its adoption. On motion of the same gentleman, the 
Order was amended, and as amended, adopted.
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A communication was received from the Auditor of 
Accounts, covering a statement of payments to Commis
sioners on Charles River and W arren Bridges, which was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Gould, of Falmouth, the Report of 
the Commissioners for the establishment of a State Re
form School for Girls, was taken from the table and re
ferred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Briggs, of Pittsfield, the Report on 
the Senate Bill, “ In  addition to an Act concerning the 
Duties and Rights of Jurors,” (Senate Doc. No. 17, 
amended,) that the same ought not to pass, was taken 
from the table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Abercrombie, from the Committee on Accounts, to 
whom was referred the Treasurer’s Annual Report of the 
expenses of his office, reported that no further legislation 
is necessary thereon.

Accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Strickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of Mr. 
Ritchie, of Boston, of the second instant, relative to 
guardians and wards, reported,

A Bill “ Concerning Guardians and Wards.”
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Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Order of Mr. Lawrence, of Cambridge, of the 
fourteenth instant, relative to an assistant officer to the 
Attorney of the Commonwealth, for the County of Suf
folk, reported a Bill, “ To establish the office of Assistant- 
Attorney for the County of Suffolk,”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Remonstrance of William F. Wheeler and others, 
against the Petition of the Cambridge W ater W orks, for 
an amendment of their charter, and

The Petition of the Agricultural Branch Railroad 
Company, for extension of time to construct their rail
road, and also for authority to issue preferred stock,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petition of the Fort H ill Corporation, for an Act, 
in addition to their charter, was referred to the Committee 
on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Statement of the Bank Commissioners’ Salaries, 
&c., and

The Report of the Receivers of Grocers’ Bank,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking.

Severally in concurrence.
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Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Samuel C. Parsons,
John Darling and others, and 
Horace Collamore and others.

The Petition of A. J. Richmond and others, was taken 
from the files, and recommitted to the Joint Special Com
mittee on the Petition of Ambrose Lawrence and others, 
in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to consider and report, upon the expediency 
of a law enforcing prompt payment of losses by Mutual 
Marine Insurance Companies ; also,

That the Clerk of the Senate be directed to inform 
Sylvander Johnson, of Adams, that he has been elected 
a Director oi the W estern Railroad on the part of the 
Commonwealth.

Bill, “ To change the name of the State Reform School 
for Girls, was read, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.

Bills, “ To extend the time for the construction of the 
Western Avenue Railroad,” and
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“ Extending the time for the construction of the Barre 
and North Brookfield Railroad,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Report of the Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies, on the Petition of David Choate, refer
ring the same to the Committee on the Judiciary, was 
accepted, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the unfinished business of yesterday, viz.: 
“ Bill relating to the venue of certain actions,” the ques
tion being on ordering the Bill to a third reading. Pend
ing the question, the Orders of the Day were laid on the 
table, on motion of Mr. Ritchie, of Boston.

Pursuant to asssignment, the House proceeded to the 
consideration of the Bill, “ To enable parties in civil 
actions to be witnesses therein,” the question being on 
ordering the Bill to a third reading. Mr. Ritchie, of 
Boston, offered an amendment to the Bill, pending the 
discussion of which, the whole subject was, on motion of 
Mr. Sever, of Boston, recommitted to the Committee on the 
J  udiciary.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Bray ton, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
S. Angier Chase and others, praying for incorporation as 
the Wamsetta Bank.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown, presented the Remon
strance of John W. Davis and others, against the Peti
tion of George Marston and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Abercrombie, of Quincy, presented the Petition of 
the Quincy Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for an 
amendment of charter.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Reed, of Newburyport, presented the Petition of 
the Proprietors of the Essex Merrimack Bridge, for re
peal of an Act passed May fifteen, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Weld, of Winchester, presented the Petition of 
M. Field Fowler, to incorporate the Boston Linseed Oil 
Company.

39
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Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Crossman, of Springfield, presented the Remon
strance of Harvey Foster and others, against the Petition 
of Elisha A. Fuller and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of Clem. Jenkins, of Hagarstown, State of Maryland, for 
leave to inherit certain real estate in the city of New Bed
ford.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Willard, of Hammond,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of repealing or amending the one 
hundred and sixth chapter of the Acts and Resolves of 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, in relation to 
the taxation of minor children.

On motion of Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish the Com
missioners appointed under the Resolves of March nine, 
and May seventeen, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
five, with three hundred copies of the Reports by them 
respectively made, to be distributed among the Indians 
and others directly interested therein, and that a suffi-
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cient additional number of copies be printed for that 
purpose.

Mr. Reed, of Newburyport, on leave, introduced a 
Bill in addition to an Act, entitled “ An Act concerning 
vacancies in School Committees,” which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Education.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Sever, from the Joint Special Committee, to whom 
was referred the message of the Senate of February 
first, relative to the proper observance of the birthday of 
Washington, reported,

“ Resolves relative to the observance of the birthday 
of Washington,” which, under a suspension of the Rules, 
took their several readings, passed to be engrossed, and 
were sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Torrey, of Boston, the Annual Re
port of the Commissioners of Alien Passengers was taken 
from the table, and referred to the Joint Special Commit
tee on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
that subject.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Morrell, of Fall River,

Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it be ad
journed till twelve o’clock, M., on Monday next, and that 
that be the hour of meeting until otherwise ordered.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Elisha A. Fuller and others, of Spring- 
field, to be set off into a new town by the name of Del
ano, was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of Marcus Morton, Jr. and others, for 
amendment of the Act incorporating the Punehard Free ' 
School in Andover, was referred to the Committee on 
Education.

The Remonstrance of William Tewksbury, and

The Remonstrance of Elisha Cutler, severally against 
the Petition of David Belcher, of the town of Winthrop, 
were severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.

The Petition of Benjamin H. Breit and Barnabas S 
Young, to build a wharf at Great Island, in the town of 
Wellfleet, came down from the Senate, non-curred in the 
House reference to the Committee on Railways and Ca
nals, and referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

On motion, the House receded and concurred.
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Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 

several Petitions of
James M. Blanchard and others, and 
H. C. Kimball and others.

<*

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Petition of Caleb 
Howard and others, relative to the removal of sea weed 
from the beaches in the town of North Chelsea, be taken 
from the files and recommitted to the Committee on Ag
riculture.

The Report of the Commissioners on Mystic River, 
Boston Harbor and Dorchester Bay, taken from the files 
of last year, was referred to the Joint Special Committee 
on that part of the Governor’s Address relating to Boston 
Harbor.

The Report of the Committee on Banks and Banking, 
on the Second Report of the Receivers of the Cochituate 
Bank, that no legislation was necessary thereon, was 
accepted.

Severally in concurrence.

The Report “ inexpedient to legislate ” of the Com
mittee on Agriculture, on the Order relative to the meas
ure of Grain, was read and placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Bill “ Concerning the Boston and New York Central 
Railroad Company,” and
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The Resolve, providing for an Amendment to the Con
stitution relative to the abolition of imprisonment for 

debt,

W ere severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston, the debatable mat
ters were passed over for to-day.

The House Bills, “ To continue in force an Act to in- 
corporate the Hampshire Mutual Fire Insurance Com
pany,”

“ To incorporate the Duston Monument Association,”

“ To change the name of the Plympton Branch Rail
road,”

“ Concerning Guardians and Wards,” and
♦

The Senate Bills, “ Extending the time for the con
struction of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad,”

“ To extend the time for the construction of the 
Western Avenue Railroad,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.
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The House Bill, “ Relating to the appointment of 
Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital,” was read a third 
time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The House Bill, “ Giving further remedies in Equity,” 
was read a third time, and amended, on motion of Mr. 
Codman, of Boston, and as amended, passed to be en
grossed. Subsequently, Mr. Vose, of Boston, moved a 
reconsideration of the vote, which motion was placed in 

the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Wheeler, member from 

North Bridgewater.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Conant, of Scituate, presented the Petition of 
Samuel H. Turner and others, of Scituate and Marsh
field, for further legislation in regard to the herring fish
eries in the North River, so called.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
Isaiah Belain and others, in aid of the Petition of Joseph 

Huxford and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, presented the Petition of 
Elisha Huntington and others, in relation to the records 
of the Northern District of Middlesex.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Baxter, of Quincy, offered an Order relative to 
railroad fares, which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Stockbridge,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con- 
40
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sider the expediency of amending the nineteenth chap
ter of the Revised Statutes, so as to allow Fence Viewers 
to assess damages to either party, at their discretion.

Cn motion of Mr. Heard, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 
consider the expediency of amending the eighth section of 
the Act of eighteen hundred and fifty-one, in regard to 
Insolvent Corporations, so that the oath of a majority of 
the officers of any insolvent corporation, shall be deemed 
sufficient in any case where a portion of said officers may, 
at the time of making said oath, be absent from the 
State.

*

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of further 
legislation respecting adjustments by compromise or arbi
tration, by executors, administrators, guardians and 
trustees.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

Ordered, That when this House adjourn, it be ad
journed till Tuesday, at eleven o’clock, A. M , and that 
that be the hour of meeting until otherwise ordered.

On motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston, the Report of 
the former Agent of Charles River and W arren Bridges,
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was taken from the table, and referred to the Committee 

on Roads and Bridges.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, the Senate Bill 
extending the time for the construction of the Boston 
and New York Central Railroad, was taken from the 
table, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of James W alker and others, in aid of 
the Petition of T. F. Caldicot and others, was referred to 
the Committee on Education.

The Petition of W. H. Wood and others, in aid of the 
Petition of George Marston and others, was referred to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Solomon Lincoln and others, praying 
for the establishing of an Asylum for Inebriates, was re
ferred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Daniel P. Wise and others,
George C. Shattuck, and 
Albert Bowker and Joshua Bates.
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Ordered, in concurrence, That the Joint Special Com
mittee to whom was referred the subject of districting 
the State, and providing for the election of certain county 
officers, consider the expediency of providing by law, that 
all election returns and proclamations for Thanksgiving 
and Fast Days, be transmitted by m ail; also,

That the Committee on Banks and Banking be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to consider and report upon 
the expediency of a law fixing the time for closing the 
banks in the city of Boston, daily, at three o’clock.

The "Report “ leave to withdraw,” of the Committee on 
Fisheries, on the Petition of Stephen Soule and another, 
praying for the right to propagate clams in the town of 
Duxbury, was accepted, in concurrence.

Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Bank of 
Mutual Redemption, wTas read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed.

Bill concerning the compensation of Bank Commis
sioners, was read, and ordered to a second reading.
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The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and on
motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston, the undebatable matters

/

were first considered.

The House Bills, “ To continue in force an Act to in
corporate the Hampshire Mutual Fire Insurance Com
pany,”

“ To incorporate the Duston Monument Association,”

“ To change the name of the Plympton Branch Rail
road Company,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills, “ Extending the time for the con
struction of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad,”

“ To extend the time for the construction of the 
Western Avenue Railroad,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, 
“ Giving further remedies in Equity,” was passed to be 
engrossed, was lost, and the Bill was sent up for concur
rence.

Bills, “ Relating to the venue of certain actions,”

“ In  addition to several Acts to secure a Decennial 
Census, and Statistical Information,”
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“ To es'ablish the office of Assistant-Attorney for the 
County of Suffolk,” and

The Report on Senate Bill, “ In  addition to an Act 
concerning the duties and rights of Jurors,”

Were severally passed over.

The House Bill, “ Respecting Naturalization,” and

The Resolve, providing for an Article of Amendment 
to the Constitution, relative to the abolition of imprison- , 
ment for debt, were severally read a second time, and or
dered to a third reading.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate ” of the Com
mittee on Agriculture, on the Order relative to the sale 
of Grain by measure, was accepted, in concurrence.

The Senate Bill, “ Concerning the Boston and New 
York Central Railroad Company,” was read a second 
time, and amended, on motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston, 
and ordered to a third reading.

The Engrossed Bills, “ Respecting the custody of minor 
children whose parents are living separate,”

“ To incorporate the Nantucket Agricultural Society,”
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“ To authorize W. C. Barstow, B. C. Ward, E. S. 
Band, and C. C. Gilbert, to extend their wharf,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Second Baptist 
Society in Salem, and also the time of their annual meet

ing,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Bepre- 
sentatives,) were severally passed to be enacted and sent 
to the Senate.

/

On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Ashburnham,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Conant, member from Scituate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Leach, of Plymouth, presented the Petition of 
Aaron Sampson and others, and

The Petition of Nathaniel Swift, Jr. and others, severally 
in aid of the Petition of Caleb Morton and others; also,

The Pemonstrance of J. H. Loud, William C. Davis, 
and E. C. Turner, Selectmen of Plymouth, and

The Pemonstrance of Thomas Pearce, Jr. and others, 

and

The Remonstrance of Robert B. H all and others, 
severally against the Petition of Caleb Morton and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Freeland, of W est Springfield, presented the Pe
tition of Gideon Stiles and others, in aid of the Petition 
of James M. Blanchard and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
41
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Mr. Hicks, of New Bedford, presented the Remon- 
strance of Joseph S. Tillingham and others, against the 
passage of any law prohibiting the circulation of bank 
bills under five dollars.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

On motion of Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider 
the expediency of allowing to the Indians of Gay Head, 
for the support of common schools, an additional sum of 
money, proportional to that allowed the Indians at Marsh- 
pee, by a Resolve of April twenty-six, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five.

On motion of Mr. Howes, of Dennis,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance be instructed to consider the expediency 
of so amending the existing laws in relation to Pilots and 
Pilot Commissioners, as to confer a discretionary power 
to grant general commissions as Bay Pilots, when, in the 
opinion of the Commissioners, the interest of commerce 
shall require it. Also, in all cases, to prevent unauthor
ized persons from exercising the duties of a Pilot, when 
an authorized Pilot can be obtained, and to report by 

Bill, or otherwise.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Austin, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
Directors of the Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Com
pany, reported

“ An Act to continue in force an Act to incorporate the 
Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and to change 
the corporate name of the same.”

Read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the several Petitions of 
D. Belcher and others,
D. W. McKay,
John N. Swazey,
John Gary,
John II. Pearson and others,
Shaw Norris,
Francis Small,
Zeno Crowell,
Daniel Cragin,

Albert Bowker, and 
Joshua Bates,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance; also,
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That the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions 
be instructed to consider and report upon the expediency 
of providing for the support and maintenance of such 
Indians, or a portion of them, as are a State charge, in 
apartments connected with the State Almshouse, and 
recommend such laws as may deemed necessary in the 
case.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House rejected the Order of Mr. 
Baxter, of Quincy, of the eighteenth instant, relative to 
passengers’ fares on railroads.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
“ Resolve relating to the Massachusetts Convention of 
the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight,” 
was read a second time and ordered to a third reading.

The House Bill, concerning Guardians and Wards, 
was then taken up and read a third time, the question 
being on passing the same to be engrossed; pending 
which, the Special Assignment was called for, and taken 
up, viz. ; Bill “ To prevent Frauds of Officers of Corpora
tions,” the question being on ordering the same to a



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1856. 311

third heading. The Bill was amended, on motion of 
Messrs. J. W. Rogers, of Boston, and Beal, of Boston, 
and Ritchie, of Boston. Mr. J. W. Rogers, of Boston, 
offered another amendment, when, on motion of Mr. 
Brayton, of Fall River, the Bill, with the accompanying 
amendment, was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

The House resumed the consideration of the Bill 
concerning Guardians and Wards, when, on motion of 
Mr. Phillips, of Danvers, the Bill was indefinitely post
poned.

The Senate Bill, “ Concerning the compensation of 
Bank Commissioners,” was read a second time, and re
fused a third reading.

The Senate Bill, “ Extending the time for the construc
tion of the Boston and New York Central Railroad,” was 
read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

The Senate Bill, “ Concerning the Boston and New 
York Central Railroad Company,” was read a third time 
and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an 
amendment, which was sent up for concurrence.

The House Bill, “ Concerning Naturalization,” was 
read a third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.
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The Resolve, providing for an Article of Amendment 
to the Constitution, relative to the abolition of Imprison
ment for Debt, was read a third time.

The question was then stated to be on agreeing to the 
passage of the Resolve, as required by the Constitution, 
pending which, on motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed until 
Tuesday, February twenty-sixth.

The House Bill, relating to the venue of certain actions, 
was then taken up, the question being on ordering the 
same to a third reading. Mr. Sever, of Boston, moved 
the indefinite postponement of the B ill; pending which, 
the previous question wTas ordered, on motion of Mr. 
Fenno, of North Chelsea, and the main question being 
stated, the vote was taken, and the Bill was ordered to a 
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston, the Orders of the 
Day were laid on the table.

The Petition of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
Company, praying the State to subscribe to their capital 
stock, and take part in the direction of the Company,
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came down from the Senate, with the House reference to 
a Joint Special Committee, concurred in, and

Messrs. Lee, of Worcester,
Raymond, of Middlesex,
Carpenter, of Norfolk,
Mills, of Berkshire,
D. W arren, of Suffolk,
Baxter, of Barnstable, and 
Batchelder, of Essex, 

were joined on the part of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.



.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was x-ead.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, presented the Petition of David 
Gore, asking to be set off from Hopkinton, and annexed 
to the town of Ashland.

Mr. Orcutt, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of Henry 
Slade and others, in aid of the Petition of John Fenno 
and others.

Mr. Parker, of Groton, presented the Petition of Abel 
Prescott and others, of Groton and Shirley, for the in
corporation of a new Town.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Case, of Springfield, presented the Remonstrance 
of Hiram Harrison and others, of Westfield, against the 
Petition of A. A. Lawrence and others, for the suppres
sion of small Bills.

Read, and referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Thatcher, of Yarmouth, presented the Petition of 
Charles F. Swift and others, in aid of that of George 
Marston and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.'
41
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Mr. Shepard, of Malden, presented the Remonstrance 
of Uriah Chamberlain and others, against the Petition of 
H. Williams and others.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
Elijah Norton and others, for leave to stop the outlet to 
the Farm Pond, in Edgartown.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Pratt, of East Bridgewater, presented the Petition 
of Francis Worcester and others, in aid of the Petition 
of George Marston and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
Charles F. and Edward R. Dunham, for the privilege to 
extend a wharf in Edgartown Harbor.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
John El. Pearson and others, that lines of extension may 
be defined between proprietors on the northerly shore of 
South Boston.

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed.
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Mr. Smith, of Fitchburg, presented the Petition of N. 
F. Ackley and others, for a law regulating fees of Regis

ters of Deeds.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, the State
ment of Payments to Commissioners on Charles River 
and Warren Bridges, was taken from the table, and re

ferred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Hadley,

Ordered, That the Committee on Towns be instructed, 
to consider the expediency of reporting a Bill, requiring 
additional monuments to be erected on town lines.

On motion of Mr. Swan, of W illiamstown,

Ordered, That the Petition of the Wardens of Trinity 
Church in Bridgewater, be taken from the files, and re
committed to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 

Societies.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

MrqStrickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, reported Orders of Notice on the several 1 e- 

titions of
Edward Blake, and 
Alexander Clark.

Severally accepted.
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Mr. Loring, from the Committee on the Order of Jan
uary seventeenth, relative to forwarding the business of 
the Legislature, reported the following Order :—

Ordered, That all Orders of Notice shall be made re
turnable on or before the first day of April, and all 
Petitions requiring Orders of Notice, which cannot be 
made returnable on or before that time, shall be referred 
to the next Legislature.

The Report was accepted, and the Order adopted.

Mr. Fessenden, from the Committee on Towns, on the 
Petition of the Selectmen of the town of Marion, re
ported that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, relative to the want of room in his 
office, which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings.

The Engrossed Bills, “ In  further addition to an Act 
establishing the City of Salem,”

“ To incorporate the Blackstone Athenaeum,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) and

“ To extend the time for the construction of the Barre 
and North Brookfield Railroad,”
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“ To extend the time for the construction of the W est

ern Avenue Railroad,”

(Which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 

the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolve, “ Relative to the observance 
of the Birthday of W ashington,”

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

The Annual Report of the State Almshouse at Bridge- 
water, and

The Second Annual Report of the State Lunatic Hos
pital at Taunton,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions.

The Remonstrance of Jacob IT. Loud and others, 
against the Petition of Caleb Morton and others, was 
referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of the Webster Fire and Marine Insur
ance Company, for extension of time to pay in capital 
stock, was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, severally in concurrence.
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Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 

several Petitions of
Anna Hunnewell and others,
Benjamin Shurtleff and others,
Benjamin H. Breitt and Barnabas Young,
Elisha A. Fuller and others, and 
The Fort H ill Corporation,

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Petitions of 
David Campbell and others,
George Marston and others,
The Directors of the Dorchester Avenue Railroad 

Company,
The Lexington and W est Cambridge Railroad 

Company, and
The Boston and Lowell Railroad Company, 

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Railways and Canals.

The Report of the Joint Committee on Accounts on 
the Annual Report of the Secretary of the Common
wealth of the expenses of his office, and

The Report of the Joint Committee on Banks and 
Banking, on the Report of the Receivers of Grocers’ 
Bank, that no legislation is necessary thereon,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.
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Bill “ To amend an Act, entitled an Act to authorize 
the Boston and Lowell Railroad Company to alter the 
construction of a bridge and the location thereof, passed 
on the twenty-first day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five,” and

The Resolve of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, providing for an Amendment to the Con
stitution, relative to Eligibility to Office ; and also,

Another Resolve of the year one thousand eight hun
dred and fifty-six, providing for an Amendment to the 
Constitution relative to Eligibility for Office,

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Pursuant to assignment, at twelve o’clock, M., the 
Senate came in, and the two branches went into Con
vention, for the purpose of choosing a Director of the 
Western Railroad Corporation, on the part of the Com
monwealth ; and the votes having been taken and counted, 
it appeared that

J o n a t h a n  B o u r n e , J r . ,  of New Bedford, was elected.

The business for which the two branches had convened 
having been accomplished, the Convention dissolved, and 
the Senate withdrew.

• Mr. Dyer, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill, “ Relating to the venue of certain 
actions,” was ordered to a third reading.
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Mr. Gilbert, of New Bedford, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote whereby the Bill, “ Concerning the compen
sation of Bank Commissioners,” was refused a third read- 

ing.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall Iliver, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Bill, “ Concerning Guardians and 
Wards,” was indefinitely postponed.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote wdiereby 
the House rejected the Order of Mr. Baxter, of Quincy, 
of the eighteenth instant, relative to Passengers’ Fares, 
and after debate, the motion was reconsidered. The Or
der was then amended, on motion of Mr. Beal, of Bos
ton ; and, as amended, adopted, and sent up for concur
rence, in terms as follows, viz.:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a Bill, requiring 
all Railroad Companies in this Commonwealth, to give 
six months’ notice, at least, before raising the price of 
passenger fares on their roads; and of restricting the 
speed of passenger trains, in running time not to exceed 
twenty miles per hour, and freight trains not to exceed 
ten miles per hour.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The next matter in the Orders of the Day, viz.:—The 
Report on the Senate Bill, “ In  addition to an Act con
cerning the Duties and Rights of Jurors,” that the same 
ought not to pass, was taken up, the question being first 
on the amendment offered by Mr. Littlefield, of Fox- 
boro’, and then on the rejection of the Bill.

Mr. Bray ton, of Fall River, raised a point of order, 
that the amendment offered by Mr. Littlefield, of Fox- 
boro’, was not in order, and the Speaker ruled that the 
point of order was well taken.

The question then recurred on the rejection of the 
Bill, and after debate, Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, moved the 
Previous Question, which motion the Speaker decided was 
not in order.

Mr. C. Hale then appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, but after debate, and with the consent of the 
House, Mr. Hale withdrew the appeal, and,

On motion of Mr. Ritchie, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Conant, of Scituate, presented the Petition of 
Stephen Coombs and others, in aid of the Petition of 
the Selectmen of Marshpee.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 

Societies.

Mr. Beal, of Boston, presented the Petition of W en
dell Phillips and others, to establish an Asylum for Ine
briates.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti
tutions.

Mr. Smith, of Chatham, presented the Petition of 
Joshua Nickerson and others, of Chatham, and

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, the Petition of N. 13. 
Kelley and others, severally in aid of the Petition of 
George Marston and others, for incorporation of the 
Boston and Cape Cod Marine Telegraph Company.

Mr. Codman, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance 
of Enoch Train and Company, against the Petition of the 
Cambridge W ater Works.

43
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Mr. Earle, of Swanzey, presented the Petition of 
Joseph G. Luther and others, for an Act incorporating 
the Fall River and W arren Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Mr. Orcutt, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of W. 
E. P. Haskell and John Low, in aid of the Petition of 
John Fenno and others, for the annexation of Chelsea to 

Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
the Chicopee Bank, for increase of capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ford, of W est Stockbridge, presented the Petition 
of Barzilla Benedict and others, for. relief from taxation 
on bank stock, &c., owned out of the State.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of 
Francis Jackson and others, against the repeal of the 
law giving to juries the right to judge of law as well as 

fact.

Read, and laid on the table.
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On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Statement 
of the Auditor of the Expenses in regard to the En
largement of the State House, was taken from the table, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings; and,

On motion of the same gentleman, the Bill in addition 
to an Act to incorporate the Bank of Mutual Redemp
tion, was taken from the table, and placed in the Orders 

of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Holbrook, of Braintree,

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
be instructed to inquire what further legislation, if any, 
is necessary, in relation to the taxation of deposits in 

institutions for savings.

Mr. Thurston, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, on the Order relative to the expediency of re
stricting the amount of the loans by the banks in this 
Commonwealth to individuals, reported that it is inexpe

dient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of Mr. Sever, of Boston, 
of the nineteenth ultimo, relative to an Act to protect 
the property of married women, reported that it is inex
pedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.
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The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of Mr. Loring, of Marl
boro’, relative to the expediency of reporting a Bill for 
the appointment of Trial Justices, in the several counties, 
reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

The same .gentleman, from the same committee, on 
the Order of Mr. Adams, of North Brookfield, of the 
ninth instant, relative to authorizing County Commis
sioners to administer oaths, reported

A Bill “ To authorize County Commissioners to admin
ister oaths and affirmations.”

Mr. Strickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Jared 

Benson and others, reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of Jared Benson and 
others.”

Mr. Turner, from the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing, on the Petition of James Savage, Robert C. Win- 
throp, and F. B. Crowninshield, reported

A Bill “ In addition to an Act relating to Savings 
Banks.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Senate Bill “ Relating to the unlawful use of private 
property,” reported, that the same ought to pass.

Read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of J. W. Wolcott and others, relative to 
the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike Corporation, was re
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges, in con
currence.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Committee on Edu
cation inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
amount of property which may be held by Libraries and 
Lyceums under chapter forty-one of the Revised Statutes. 
Also, to inquire into thê expediency of allowing Literary 
Societies more latitude in the choice of their corporate 
name; also,

That the Committee on Banks and Banking be in
structed to consider the expediency of passing a law 
requiring the Savings Banks of this Commonwealth to 
invest not less than one-half of all their deposits in State, 
County, City or Town Scrip, or in notes secured by mort
gage on Real Estate within this Commonwealth.
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The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Joint 
Committee on Railways and Canals, on the Order of Mr. 
Slade, of Fall River, of the fourteenth instant, relative to 
Railroad Tickets, and

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Com
mittee on Agriculture, on the Senate Order of the eight
eenth ultimo, relative to Agricultural Exhibitions, and

The Report, “ inexpedient to legi slate,” on the State
ment of the Bank Commissioners’ Salaries, were sever
ally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Bill, “ To incorporate the Bowdoin Literary As
sociation of Dorchester,” and

The Resolve, “ Providing for an Amendment to the 
Constitution, relative to the qualifications of voters,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
the Bill relating to the venue of certain actions, was 
ordered to a third reading, and the vote having been 
taken, it was decided in the negative.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill 
concerning the compensation of Bank Commissioners, 
was refused a third reading, was, at the request of Mr. 
Austin, of Boston, passed over.
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The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, 
“ Concerning Guardians and Wards,” was indefinitely 
postponed, was, after debate, decided in the negative.

The next matter in the Orders of the Day, viz.:—

Report on Senate Bill, “ In addition to an Act con
cerning the Duties and Rights of Jurors,” (Senate Doc. 
No. 17, amended,) that the same ought not to pass, was 
then taken up, the question being on the rejection of the 

Bill.

Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, inquired if the Previous 
Question would be in order at this time.

The Chair stated that the House would remember, 

that when the motion for the Previous Question was made 

yesterday, he had stated that he had not had an oppor

tunity to examine the authorities upon the point, but 

had been informed, that it had been the usage of the 

House in past years, to exclude all motions enumerated 

in the tenth Rule of the House, from application to the 

case provided for in the fifty-second Rule, under which 

the House were now acting. That the Chair was aware 

that this was not in accordance with the well-known 

parliamentary law, that the Previous Question was appli-
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cable to nearly if not all debatable questions, and that if 

no objection was made, the motion would be put.

Objection having been made, the Chair said that while 

this doubt existed, he would rule, for the purposes of 

the present occasion, that the Previous Question could 

not be admitted at that stage of the question.

Since the adjournment, the Chair had examined the 

subject, and was of opinion that the Previous Question, 

being in the nature of a call, like the call for the yeas 

and nays, the latter referring to the manner, the former 

to the time of taking a question, both being incidental 

and matters of form, could not properly be considered one 

of the motions which were excluded by usage, from appli

cation to the case arising under the fifty-second Rule. The 

motion would, therefore, be entertained, if made.

T he Speaker added, he trusted the House would believe 
that in any rulings, or in the revision of any rulings he 
might be called upon to make, he would cherish only the 
single purpose of aiding the House in conducting busi
ness according to established usage, and in a manner to 
give the greatest promptness and efficiency to its legisla
tive will.



THURSDAY, FEBRU A RY  21, 1856. 333

Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, then called for the Previous 
Question, which was ordered, and the Main Question 
having been put, it was decided in the negative, and the 
Bill was ordered to its second reading, in course.

The “ Resolve relating to the Massachusetts Records/’ 

was passed over.

The Bill “ In addition to several Acts, to secure a De
cennial Census and Statistical Information,” was then 
taken up, the question being first on the amendment of 
Mr. Warren, of Brighton; then on the amendment of 
Mr. Dyer, of Boston ; and then on ordering to a third 
reading.

After debate, the amendment offered by Mr. Warren, 
of Brighton, was adopted. The question then recurred 
on the amendment offered by Mr. Dyer, of Boston, to 
the Bill as amended; and after debate, the amendment 
was rejected, and the Bill was ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston,

Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet at eleven and three-fourths o’clock, to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Swallow, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Fenno, of North Chelsea, presented the Remon
strance of George A. Tapley and others, against the Pe
tition of Benjamin Shurtleff and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown, presented the Petition 
of Eben. S. Smith and others, in aid of the Petition of 

George Marston and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. T. P. Hale, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
J. M. Beebe, Richardson and Company and others, for 

Amendments to the Insolvent Laws.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
44
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Pursuant to assignment, at twelve o’clock, M., the 
Senate came in, and, the two branches being in Conven
tion, in accordance with a Resolve of the Legislature, a 
Committee was chosen to wait upon His Excellency the 
Governor, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the Hon
orable Council, and the heads of the different depart
ments of Government, and inform them that the two 
branches are in readiness to unite with them in the com
memoration of the Birthday of Washington. And, 
soon after, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and 
the Honorable Council, with the heads of the different 
departments of Government, came in ; and prayer was 
offered by the Chaplain of the Senate. The President 
of the Senate, Plonorable Elihu C. Baker, then pro
ceeded to read the Farewell Address of

GEORGE W ASHINGTON.

After which, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, the 
Honorable Council, and the heads of the different depart
ments of the Government, withdrew. And the purposes 
for which the two branches were convened having been 
accomplished, the Convention dissolved, and the Senate 
withdrew.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

Adjourned.

The House
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Jones, member from Read

ing.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Jones, of Reading, presented the Petition of C. 
P. Judd and others, for leave to fence the Common in 

Reading.

Mr. Tidd, of Stoneham, presented the Remonstrance 
of John Hill and others, of Stoneham, against the Pe
tition of E. R. W arren and others, for setting off of a 
part of Stoneham and annexing the same to South Read
ing.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Smith, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of An
drew Hubbard and others, in aid of the Petition of James 
M. Blanchard and others.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, presented the Petition of 
the selectmen and citizens of the town of Danvers, in 
aid of the Memorial of the Danvers Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

45
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Mr. Cook, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of 
David Low, to extend George Parkhurst’s wharf in Glou
cester.

Mr. Brewster, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
John Curtis and others, for liberty to extend their wharf 
in Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Mr. Endicott, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Maverick Bank, in Boston, for change of location.

Mr. Cooley, of Conway, presented the Petition of the 
Conway Bank, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance 
of Josiah Bradlee, James Lee and Company, and other 
firms and individuals in Boston, against the suppression 
of bills of a less denomination than five dollars.

Read, and referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.
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Mr. Manning, of Chelmsford, presented the Petition of 
J. C. Bartlett and others, of Chelmsford, for a law in re
lation to the measurement and sale of milk.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston, the Annual Re
port of the Auditor of Accounts, for the year one thou
sand eight hundred and fifty-five, was taken from the 
table and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Moses Williams and others, for the repeal of the Usury 
Laws now in force in this Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Freeland, of W est Springfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending section nine of chapter forty-eight of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to the settlement and support 
of Lunatics.

On motion of Mr. Freeman, of Orleans,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
be instructed to consider the expediency of reporting a
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Bill to prevent any Director from granting a free ticket 
or pass over any railroad in this State, where the State is 
a stockholder.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
what further legislation, if any, is necessary in relation 
to the Trustee Process; also,

That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 
expediency of providing by law, that in all criminal 
actions before any police court in this Commonwealth, 
the witnesses for the government shall be paid their travel 
and attendance by the Clerk of said court, when it has a 
Clerk, and by the Justice of said court in the absence of 
a Clerk, immediately after the trial of the case in which 
they have testified shall have been closed.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Insurance Commissioners be in
structed to prepare and furnish for the use of the Legis
lature, an abstract of the present condition of all the 
Loan and Fund Associations, examined by them in this 
Commonwealth.
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Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, offered the following Or

der :—

Ordered, That His Excellency, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, be requested to inform, the House of 
Representatives if he has received, in his official capacity, 
any communication in relation to the Territory of K an
sas, and if not incompatible with the public interest, that 
he will communicate the same to the House.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Mixter, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of the Morning Star 
Beneficial Society of New Bedford, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Fletcher, from the Committee on Elections, on the 
Petition of Edward W. Hinks, and William M. Cornell, 
presented a Majority and Minority Report, which were 
severally laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of Mr. Lawrence, of Cambridge, of the twen-



342 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

ty-first ult., relative to the repealing of an Act providing 
for the maintenance of wives whose husbands are under 
guardianship for Idiocy or Insanity, reported

A Bill to repeal the four hundred and fifty-eighth 
chapter of the Acts of the year one thousand eight hun
dred and fifty-five.

Mr. Swan, from the Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies, on the Petition of the Wardens of Trin
ity Church, in Bridgewater, reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act entitled, “ An Act to in
corporate Trinity Church, in the Town of Bridgewater.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading, and 
the latter ordered to be printed.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of ITenry W. Benchley and others, for the 
passage of a law establishing a Board of Railroad Com
missioners, for certain purposes, was referred to the Com
mittee on Railways and Canals.

The Remonstrance .of John K. Hall and others, in 
the matters of legislation of the hours of banks in Boston, 
and *

The Petitions of P. and J. P. Howes and Company 
and others,
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The Petition of J. W. Paige and Company and others,

The Petition of F. Skinner and Company and others, 

and

The Petition of Butler, Keith and Hill, and others,

Severally in aid of the Petition of the W ebster Bank,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks 

and Banking.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

David Grove, and 

Abel Prescott and others.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, be instructed to inquire into the 

expediency of calling on the officers of such Banks as 
petition for increase of Capital Stock, for informatioxr as 
to what proportion of their loans are loaned out of the 
State, and what proportion of their bills paid out on 
notes discounted, are taken out of the State and put into 
circulation; also,

That the Committee on Banks and Banking consider 
and report upon the expediency of more stringent laws
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in relation to the subject of the charging of usurious 
interest by the Banks on their loans ; also,

That the Clerk of the Senate be directed to notify 
Jonathan Bourne, Jr., of New Bedford, that he has been 
elected a Director of the W estern Railroad, on the part 
of the Commonwealth; also,

That the Petitions of
E. R. W arren and others,
Samuel C. Parsons,
Benjamin Shurtleff and others,

John Darling and others,
Anna Hunnewell and others,
Elisha Fuller and others,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Joint 
Committee on Towns; also,

That the Petitions of
Charles FI. Gooding and others,
FI. Williams and others, and 
The East Boston Free Bridge,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the. Commit
tee on Roads and Bridges.

An Order relative to printing five hundred copies of 
Rev. Mr. Miller’s speech before the Board of Overseers 
of Harvard College, was non-concurred in.
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The Report “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Commit
tee on Education on the Order of D. A. litcomb, of 
Lynnfield, of the twenty-first ultimo, relative to furnish
ing Public Schools with necessary school books, and

The Report “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Commit
tee on Manufactures on the Senate Order relative to the 
publication of statement of affairs by Manufacturing 

Corporations,

Were severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Resolve on the Petition of John L. Priest and 
others, was read and referred to the Committee on the 

Judiciary.

The Bill, “ To regulate the construction of Fish 
Weirs,” was read and ordered to a second reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, the undebatable 
matters were first considered, in their order, and

The “ Resolve relating to the Massachusetts Conven
tion of seventeen hundred and eighty-eight,” was read a 
third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con
currence.
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The Senate Bill, “ extending the time for the construc
tion of the Boston and New York Central Railroad,” 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in con
currence.

The Bills, “ relating to the Venue of Certain Actions,”

“ In  addition to several Acts to secure a Decennial 
Census and Statistical Information,” and

The “ Resolves of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, pro
viding for an Amendment to the Constitution relative to 
Eligibility to Office,” were severally passed over.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Com
mittee on the Judiciary, on the Order of Mr. Sever, of 
Boston, relative to an Act to protect the Property of 
Married Women,” was accepted.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” of the Committee 
on Towns, on the Petition of the Selectmen of the town 
of Marion, was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Reports, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on 

the Senate Order, of January eighteenth, relative to Ag
ricultural Exhibitions,

“ On the Order of Mr. Slade, of Fall River, relative 
to Railroad Tickets,”

“ On the Statement of the Bank Commissioners' Sal-

anes 3?
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Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Senate Bill, “ To amend an Act, entitled, an Act 
to authorize the Boston and Lowell Railroad Company 
to alter the construction of a bridge, and the location 
thereof, passed on the twenty-first day of May, one thou
sand eight hundred and f i f t y - f i veand

The House Bills, “ In addition to an Act relating to 

Savings Banks,”

“ To authorize County Commissioners to administer 

oaths of office,” and

The Resolve “ On the Petition of Jared Benson and 
others,” and

The Senate Bill, “ To incorporate the Bowdoin Liter
ary Association of Dorchester,” and

The Bills “ To establish the office of Assistant-Attor
ney for the County of Suffolk,”

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Dan
vers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and to change the 
corporate name of the same,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, the Orders 
of the Day were laid on the table.
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The Engrossed Resolve, “ In  favor of the Astor Li
brary,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives.)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Bills, “ Concerning the Boston and 
New York Central Railroad Company,”

(W hich originated in the Senate,)

“ Relating to the appointment of Trustees of the State 
Lunatic Hospital,” and

“ To incorporate the Clinton Steam-Power Company,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,)

W ere severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 
the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it be ad
journed to Monday, at twelve o’clock, M.

On motion of Mr. Weeks, of Loweli,

The House

Adjourned.



MONDAY, FEB RU A RY  25, 1856. 349

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, presented the Remonstrance 
of Samuel Fay and others, of Lowell, and

The Remonstrance of the Directors of the Lowell 
Manufacturing Company, and

The Remonstrance of A. Wheeler and others, and

The Remonstrance of A. S. Brooks and others,

Severally against the Petition of the Boston and Lowell 
Railroad Company, for leave to build a Branch Railroad 
in the city of Lowell.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
David F. McGilvray and others, in aid of the Petition of 
J. M. Blanchard and others.

Mr. Babcock, of Milton, presented the Remonstrance 
of Thatcher Ryder and others, against the Petition of 
George Marston and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

46
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Mr. Gale, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of the 
Fayette Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for power to 
issue policies, as companies do with a specific capital.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Pratt, of Grafton, presented the Petition of J. 
W. Slocum and others, to be incorporated as the Grafton 
Gas Light Company.

Mr. Brown, of Cheshire, presented the Petition of S. 
T. Whipple and others, for an Act of incorporation as 
the Berkshire Paper Mills.

Severally referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Bowker, of Hopkinton, presented the Petition of 
Aaron Smith, of Hopkinton, for an alteration of the line 
between Hopkinton and Ashland.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
Benjamin W orth and others, for an Act to prevent the 
seining of fish in the harbor or waters of said town.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Lewis, of Fairhaven, presented the Remonstrance 
of Isaiah F. Terry, Job C. Tripp and others, against the 
suppression of bank bills of a less denomination than 
five dollars.
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Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Chicopee,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be in
structed to inquire what further legislation is necessary 
in relation to an Act concerning Truant Children and 
Absentees from School, passed May third, eighteen hun
dred and fifty, and report by Bill, or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Boston, the Report of the 
Inspectors, Warden, Chaplain, and Physician of the State 
Prison, was taken from the table and referred to the 
Committee on Prisons.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Petition 
of John H. Pearson and others, that lines of extension 
may be defined between proprietors on the Northerly 
Shore of South Boston, was taken from the table and re
ferred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In 
surance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House cause to be 
completed, under his supervision, the General Index of 
the Journals of the House, up to the close of the present 
session, and also prepare a General Index of the files of 
the House, similar to the General Index of the Senate.
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The Order of Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, of the 
twenty-third instant, relative to inquiring of the Gov
ernor if he has received, in his official capacity, any in
formation relative to the Territory of Kansas, was taken 
up and adopted.

Mr. Pollard, of Taunton, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House refused to concur with the 
Senate, in an Order to print the speech of Rev. Rodney 
A. Miller, D. D., before the Overseers of Harvard Uni
versity.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston, the Report, “ leave 
to withdraw,” on the Petition of Thomas P. Rich, was 
taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Waters, of Beverly, on leave, introduced a Re
solve in favor of the State Farm at Westboro’, which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Crane, from the Committee on Leave of Absence, 
reported

Leave of absence to Mr. Guild, of Roxbury, for the 
remainder of the session, from the twentieth instant.
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Mr. Brayton, from the Committee on Bills in the 
Third Reading, on the Bill entitled an Act to continue 
in force an Act to incorporate the Danvers Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, and to change the corporate name 
of the same, reported that the Bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, the same 

being incorrectly drawn.

The Reports were severally accepted.

Papers from the Senate.

The Report of the Inspectors of Rainsford Island, and

The Petition of the County Commissioners of Middle
sex, and the Overseers and Superintendent of the House 
of Correction, for the repeal of the statute requiring 
Counties to provide Receptacles for the Insane,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Public 

Charitable Institutions.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals consider and report upon the expedi
ency of modifying the law which requires trains to stop 
near railway crossings, so far as to require those compa
nies only, to stop their trains, which have laid their rails
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across the tracks of other railroads, and to prohibit the 
stopping of any part of a train across the line of any 
other railroad.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

The County Commissioners of the County of Bristol,
Marcus Morton, Jr. and others, and
Joseph Friend and Company.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Order 
of Mr. Holbrook, of Braintree, of the eighth instant, 
was accepted, in concurrence.

A Resolve, providing for an Article of Amendment to 
the Constitution, relative to the Right of Suffrage, was 
read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Bill, “ In addition to an Act in relation to Female 
Convicts,” came down from the Senate, passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence, with an amendment, which was 
adopted, in concurrence.

The Speaker appointed Mr. Hinds, of Boston, on the 
Committee on Engrossed Bills, in place of Mr. Guild, of 
Roxbury.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the Re
solve of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, pro-
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viding for an Amendment to the Constitution relative to 
Eligibility to Office, was read a second time, and ordered 

to a third reading.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Com
mittee on Banks and Banking, on the Order relative to 
restricting loans of banks to individuals, was accepted, in 
concurrence.

The Senate Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate 
the Bank of Mutual Redemption,” was then taken up and 
read a second time. The question then recurred on order
ing the Bill to a third reading, pending which, the Bill 
was amended by striking out the fifth and sixth sections. 
Mr. T urner, of Brookline, offered a further amendment, 
to strike out the seventh section, pending the question 
on which, on motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, the fur
ther consideration of the Bill was specially assigned to 
Friday next, at twelve o’clock, M.

The Bill, “ In  relation to the unlawful use of Private 
Property,” was, then taken up, the question being on or
dering the Bill to be engrossed. The Bill was read a 
third time, amended, on motion of Mr. Wilkinson, of 
Dedham, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

I  he Resolve, “ Providing for an Amendment to the 
Constitution, relative to the Qualifications of Voters,”
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was, on motion of Mr. Dyer, of Boston, specially assigned 
for consideration on Friday next, at one o’clock, P. M.

The Orders of the Day were then laid on the table.

Mr. Austin, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Bill “ To continue in force an Act 
to incorporate the Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Com
pany, and to change the corporate name of the same,” 
reported the same Bill in a new draft. The Bill was read 
a third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con
currence.

Mr. T. P. Hale, of Boston, moved that the House do 
notv adjourn, and the vote having been taken, it was 
decided in the affirmative, and the Speaker declared the 
House adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, M.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Burt, member from Lowell.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Webber, of Marblehead, presented the Remon
strance of the Town of Marblehead, against the Petition 
of Jonas B. Clark and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of Lathrop, Davis and others, in aid of 
the Petition of George Marston and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Hall, of Boston, presented the Petition of Frank
lin Howe and others, in aid of the Bill for the increase 
of the pay of the Bank Commissioners.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Story, of Somerville, presented the Petition of 
Hammall Billings, in behalf of the Pilgrim Society of 
Plymouth.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. P. C. Jones, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Boyd Howard, of Boston, for Divorce.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
47
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Mr, Knight, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
Ephraim Brown, of Marblehead, that the County Com
missioners of Essex County may be empowered to lay 
out a highway over River Head Beach, in Marblehead.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Stone, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That until otherwise ordered, the hour for 
the House to meet shall be fixed at eleven o’clock, in the 
morning, except on Monday mornings, which shall be at 
twelve o’clock.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of passing an Act authorizing the 
Governor to appoint Commissioners for the Common
wealth of Massachusetts, in foreign countries.

Mr. Crane, from the Committee on Leave of Absence, 
reported leave of absence to Mr. Upham, of Dorchester, 
for the remainder of this week, which report was ac
cepted.

Mr. Mixter, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of Thomas Hopkinson, 
reported
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A Bill to incorporate the New England Railroad Com

pany.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of John Howe and others, reported

A Bill to accept the surrender of the charter of the 
Railroad Mutual Eire Insurance Company.

Mr. Conant, from the Committee on Parishes and Re
ligious Societies, on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Marshpee, in behalf of the Marshpee Indians, reported

Resolves on the Petition of the Selectmen of Marsh
pee.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading, and 
the latter ordered to be printed.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Charles B. Hall and others, of Boston, 
for a change in the rate of Interest on State Loans from 
Banks, was referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

The Remonstrance of J . S. Eaton and others, of South 
Reading, against setting off a part of the town of Stone- 
ham, and annexing the same to South Reading, as prayed 
for by E. R. W arren and others, was referred to the 
Committee on Towns.
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The Petition of the Mercantile Library Association, 
for an Amendment of their Act of incorporation, was re
ferred to the Committee on Education.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

The Essex Merrimack Bridge Company, for repeal of 
an Act of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five,

The Agricultural Branch Railroad,
The Proprietors of the Lawrence Bridge, for a change 

in the Tariff of Tolls on said bridge,
The Mayor of the city of Boston, for authority to ex

tend Albany Street, in said city, and
The Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, for a change 

of Tolls on the Western Avenue.
The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Order 

of Mr. Williams, of Boston, relative to the speed of rail
way trains, and

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
Isaac Baker and others, and

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
M. F ield Fowler and others,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Bill, “ Relative to the Examination of Private 
Schools,” was referred to the Committee on Education, in
concurrence.
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The Special Assignment was then taken up, the same 

being the Resolve providing for an Amendment of the 

Constitution relative to the Abolition of Imprisonment 

for Debt, the question being on agreeing to the final pas

sage of the Resolve, as provided by the Constitution, 

And the vote having been taken, it appeared that there 

were fifty-one Yeas, and two hundred and one Nays, and 

two-thirds of the members present and voting thereon 

not having voted in favor thereof, as required by the Con

stitution, the said Resolve and Article of Amendment 

were rejected.

The said Resolve and Article of Amendment are as 

follows :—

C o m m o n w e a lt h  of M assachusetts ,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six. 

R E S O L V E

Providing for an Amendment to the Constitution, rela
tive to the Abolition of Imprisonment for Debt.

Resolved, by both Houses, the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senators, and two-thirds of the 
members of the House, present and v o tin g  thereon,
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That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this 
Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of 
Amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed to, be en
tered on the Journals of the two Houses, with the yeas 
and nays taken thereon, and referred to the General 
Court next to be chosen, and that the same be published ; 
to the end that if agreed to by the General Court next 
to be chosen, in the manner provided by the Constitu
tion, it may be submitted to the people for their ratifi
cation, in order that it may become part of the Con
stitution of this Commonwealth.

No person shall be imprisoned for any debt hereafter 
contracted, except in cases of fraud.

The Yeas and Nays, on agreeing to the said Resolve 
and Article of Amendment, are as follows:—

Yeas.

Messrs. Andrews Messrs. Calef

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

Austin

Batchelder, G. 

Batchelder, S. 

Baxter, W. W. 

Beal, G ., Jr.

Cole, S. 

Davenport 

Freem an 

French

Clapp

Clifford

Coburn

Bosworth

Bowker

Burtt Gardner
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Messrs. Gay

Gray, J.

Guilford

Hard

Haynes

Hildreth
i

Jenkins 

Johnson, J.

Jones, T . N

Luscomb

Mayo

Millikgn

Newhali

Phelps, H. Jr.

Pool

Pratt, C. M.

Robinson, J.

N

Messrs. Abercrombie 

Adams, Edwin 

Adams, Levi 

Allen, Sylvester 

Armington 

Arnold 

Ashley 

Babcock 

Baldwin 

Barney 

Barrows

Messrs. Robinson, J. D. 

Roby 

Rockwood 

Russell, J. VV. 

Sears 

Shepard

Smith, S. FI., Jr.

Snow

Sparrell

Stone

Story, I.

Vose 

Webb 

Weeks 

White, T . S. 

Whiton

Messrs. Beal, James H. 

Blair 

Blake 

Blood 

Boyce 

Brayton 

Brewster 

Briggs, Elkanah 

Briggs, Henry S. 

Brooks 

Brown
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Messrs. Burbank 

Burrill 

Case

Chamberlain

Chapin

Child, Amos

Child, William P.

Codman

Colton

Conant

Converse, Alfred L.

Converse, W . B.

Cook

Cooley

Crane

Crocker

Crosby

Davis, Abiel

Davis, Jervis

Dean

Dennie

Devereux

D unton

Dupee

Dyer, Daniel 

Earl

Edwards

Emerson

Em ery

Endicott

Estes

Faulkner

Messrs. Felch 

Fenno 

Fessenden 

Fletcher 

Floyd 

Ford 

Foster 

Freeland 

Gale 

Gaston 

Gavitt 

Gilbert 

Godfrey 

Golf 

Gordon 

Goulding 

Goss 

H agar

Hale, Charles

H ale, Theodore P.

Hall, Franklin

Hall, Samuel W.

Hammond, Amitta B.

Hammond, Daniel

Hammond, Edward

Handley

Hartwell

Haviland

Healy

Hero

H errick

Ileustis
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Messrs. Hicks 

Hills 

Hinds 

Homer 

Howard 

Howe 

Howes 

Huse 

Ingalls 

Jacobs

Johnson, William F. 

Jones, Jonathan 

Jones, Peter C. 

Keith, Elbridge 

Keith, Parmenus 

Kingsley 

Knight 

Lamb

Lawrence, Asa F. 

Leach

Lewis, Daniel J.

Loring, Hollis

Lovett

Low

Lunt

Makepeace

Manning

Mansfield

Manson

Marble

Merwin

Miles

Messrs. Mixter 

Moore 

Morrill 

Mudge 

Murdock 

Nickerson 

Nutter 

Nye

Parker, John W.

Parker, William

Parsons, Elisha T.

Parsons, Samuel L.

Pearce

Phillips

Pike

Pitman

Plummer

Pomeroy

Poor

Porter,

Potter

Pratt, A., Jr.

Pratt, I.

Pratte

Read

Reed

Rhoades

Rice

Ritchie

Rohbins

Robinson, S. W. 

Rogers, J. W.



366 JO U R N A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

Messrs. Russell, G. W. 

Sawyer, J., 2d. 

Sawyer, M., 2d 

Sever 

Slade

Smith, Ilem an 

Smith, Hiram 

Smith, J. H. 

Smith, M.

Stan dish

Stebbins

Stevens

Stoddard

Stratton

Swallow

Swan

Taft, C. A.

Taylor, C. J.

Tarbell

Tenney, J.

Thatcher

Thacher

Thaxter

Thomas

Thurston

Tilton

Messrs. Titcomb 

Torrey 

Towne 

T urner 

Usher 

Vinson 

W alker 

Ward 

W aters 

Webber 

Weld 

Wells 

West 

Weston

W heeler, A. B.

W heeler, L.

W hite, M.

W hitney, IT. G.

Wilcox

Wilkinson

Willard

Williams, J. O.

Woodcock

Worcester

York
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A Message wa3 received from His Excellency the 
Governor, by the Messenger of the Governor and Coun
cil, relative to Kansas.

On motion of Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Smith, of West Roxbury, presented the Petition 
of Stephen M. Weld and others, of West Roxbury, for 
an Act incorporating the Jamaica Plain Athenaeum.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Child, of Waltham, presented the Remonstrance 
of Charles V. Stearns and others, against the Petition of 
Abial H. Fillebrown and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Endicott, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
W. D. Pickman and others, for incorporation for manu
facturing purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The communication from His Excellency the Gover
nor, received yesterday, was taken up, read, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Brayton, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider and report, upon the expediency of so amending 

48
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the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth sections of the twenty- 
third chapter of the Revised Statutes of this Common
wealth, so that in the assessment of school tax, the real 
estate of a non-resident owner shall be taxed to such 
owner in the school districts in which the same is situated.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of so amending the ninth section of 
the one hundred and twentieth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes, that if a person against whom a cause of action 
shall have accrued, shall, after the time of the accruing 
ef the action, be absent from the State two years or more, 
continuously, the time of such absence shall not be taken 
as any part of the time limited for the commencement.

On motion of Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth,

Ordered, That a Joint Special Committee be appointed 
to consider and report if any, and, if so, what commissions 
now existing in the Commonwealth, may be dispensed 

with.

Sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Serjeant-at- 
Arms, .and the Committee on Public Buildings, relative 
to expenses incurred by them in furnishing rooms in the 
State House, which was read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed.
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Mr. Brooks, of Worcester, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House adopted the Order of Mr. 
Stone, of Charlestown, of the twenty-sixth instant, rela
tive to the hour of meeting, and, under a suspension of 
the Rules, the question was taken, and the motion was 
lost.

Mr. Mixter, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of Parker Burnham and 
others, reported

A Bill “ To authorize Parker Burnham, Joseph B. 
Burnham, and Elias Burnham, to extend their Marine 
Railway.”

Mr. Temple, from the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges, on the Petition of the East Boston Free Bridge 
Corporation, for an alteration of their charter, reported

A Bill “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the East 
Boston Free Bridge.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Senate Resolve on the Petition of John L. Priest 
and others, reported, “ that the same ought to p a s s a n d  
the Resolve was read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Rodney Smith and others, for an Act 
of incorporation for the purpose of manufacturing paper 
at Holyoke, was referred to the Committee on Manufac
tures, in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on 
Prisons inquire into the expediency of placing the Houses 
of Correction in the different counties, under the care of 
the Sheriffs of the County in which they are situated.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of C. F. and E. R. Dunham.

The Reports “ leave to withdraw ” on the several 
Petitions of

M. Haskins and others,
A. Haskins and others,
Edward G. Nickerson, and
The Webster Fire and Marine Insurance Company,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The House non-concurred in the Senate reference of 
“ Resolves in relation to the Territory of Kansas,” to a 
Joint Special Committee, consisting of five on the part 
of the Senate, and one from each Congressional District 

on the part of the House.
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The Bill concerning the Vermont and Massachusetts 
Railroad Company, was read and referred to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary.

The Bill “ To protect the Fisheries in Ipswich River, 
in the towns of Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield, Boxford, 
and Middleton,” was read and ordered to a second read

ing.

The Engrossed Bills, “ Amending the forty-ninth chap
ter of the Revised Statutes, respecting the manner of 
sureties surrendering their principals in bail bonds,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Plympton 
Branch Railroad Company,”

(Which severally originated in the House,) and

“ Extending the time for the construction of the New 
York Central Railroad,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 
the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
first matter, viz.: the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the House non-concurred in the Senate Order 
relative to printing five hundred copies of the speech of 
Mr. Miller, before the Board of Overseers of Harvard
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College, was, on motion of Mr. Wells, of Stockbridge, 

indefinitely postponed.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on tire Petition of 
Thomas P. Rich, was accepted.

The Resolve, “ Relating to the Massachusetts Records,” 
were read a second time, amended, and ordered to a third 

reading.

The Senate Bill, “ In addition to an Act concerning 
the Duties and Rights of Jurors,” was then taken up 
and read a second time. The question was then stated 
on ordering the same to a third reading.

An amendment was offered to the Bill by Mr. Austin, 
of Boston, on which the Yeas and Nays were ordered, on 
motion of Mr. Vose, of Boston ; but before taking the 

question,

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Pollard, of Taunton, presented the Petition of N. 
Tillinghast, Principal of the Normal School at Bridge- 
water, for an appropriation from the State on account of 
a deficiency of salary, and the expenses of extra assist
ance in instruction.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Hammond, of Rochester, presented the Petition of 
R. L. Barstow and others, against any Act preventing the 
circulation of bank bills under five dollars.

Mr. Hawkes, of Adams, presented the Petition of the 
Adams Bank, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Haynes, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of 
the Dorchester and Milton Extension Railroad Company, 
for further time to construct their road.

Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
49



376 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Corporation, to 
extend the time for the construction of their road.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, presented the Petition of Solo
mon Piper, for leave to extend his wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of 
L. Maynard and others, to be set off from Haverhill and 
annexed to Bradford.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown, presented the Petition 
of Lydia V. Dickinson, that she may inherit the property 
of Elizabeth Lewis, she having died without a will, or 
legal heirs.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Xye, of Sandwich, presented the Petition of 
Charles Marston, Treasurer of the Herring Pond Indians, 
asking aid for the School in that place, and the Indian 
District.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.
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On motion of Mr. Hinds, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, be instructed to consider what further 
legislation is necessary, if any, relating to Joint Stock 
Companies formed under the provisions of the one hun
dred and thirty-third chapter of the Acts passed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and the 
Acts in addition thereto.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Temple, of Framingham, under a 
suspension of the Buies, the vote whereby the House 
non-concurred in the Senate reference of the Resolves 
relative to the Territory of Kansas, was reconsidered.

The question then recurred on concurring with the 
Senate in their reference. On motion of the same gen
tleman, the reference was amended by striking out the 
words, “ one from each Congressional District,” and in
serting, “ one from each County,” and the reference, as 
amended, was concurred in, and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, leave was 
granted to the Committee on Elections to sit during the 
session of the House.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of E. G. Stephens and others, in aid of 
the Petition of J. W. Converse and others, to have a part 
of Stoneham annexed to South Reading, was referred to 
the Committee on Towns, in concurrence.

The Report “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Com
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions, on the Senate 
Order relative to the support of Indians in the State 
Almshouses, was accepted, in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Charles Smith and others, and 
J. W. Wolcott and others.

The Bills, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Young Men’s Library Association of Worcester,”

“ To allow the Suffolk Bank in Boston to increase 
their investment in Real Estate,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Bill in addition to an “ Act to incorporate the 
Proprietors of the Rural Cemetery, in Worcester,

Was read, and referred to the Committee on the Judi
ciary.
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The Bill “ To incorporate the Duston Monument Asso
ciation,” came down from the Senate, passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence, with an amendment, which was 
adopted, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the unfinished business of yesterday, viz. : 
“ Bill in addition to an Act concerning the Duties and 
Rights of Jurors,” the question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Austin, of Boston, but, before taking 
the question,

On motion of Mr. Pollard, of Taunton,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Sever, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Petition of Charles Marston, Treasurer 
of the Herring Pond Plantation, was yesterday referred 
to the Committee on Finance. Under a suspension qì 
the Rules, the motion was considered, and the vote hav
ing been taken, the motion was carried, and the Petition 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Pollard, of Taunton, presented the Petition of the 
Congregational Society in the Second Precinct of Attle
borough, for leave to sell real estate, &c.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Whiton, of Hingham, presented the Remonstrance 
of David Fearing and others, of the town of Hingham, 
against the suppression of small bills.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
O
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Mr. Jacobs, of Wellfleet, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of Wellfleet, for leave to build a bridge across 
Duck Creek.

Mr. Howes, of Dennis, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of the town of Dennis, for an Act requiring 
County Commissioners, in all cases where they order a 
road to be widened, to procure the material, and at the 
expense of the County.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Taft, of Worcester, presented the Petition of Sal
mon Burdon and others, to be set off from the town of 
Sutton, and annexed to the town of Northbridge.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. York, of Rockport, presented the Petition of the 
Rockport Railroad Company, for extension of time to 
construct their road.

Mr. Nye, of Sandwich, presented the Petition of G. L. 
iessenden and others, in aid of George Marston and 
others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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Mr. Howes, of Dennis, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Selectmen of the town of Dennis, as instructed by 
said town, against the passage of any Act prohibiting 
seining or the setting of nets north of a line drawn from 
Sucanesset Point to Monomoy Point, in Barnstable 

County.

Mr. Pollard, of Taunton, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of Marshpee, in aid of the Petition of J. G. 
Handy and George Lovell, to protect fisheries.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr Weld, of Winchester, presented the Petition of 
Cyrus Bancroft and others, of Winchester, for a law com
pelling plaintiffs in civil actions to give bonds for costs.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Bliss, of Worcester, presented the Petition of Cal
vin Cutler and others, citizens of Warren, relative to the 
Territory of Kansas.

Read and laid on the table.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Joint Special Committee on the part of the House, on the 
Order of Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, of the twenty- 
seventh instant, relative to Commissions, viz.:—
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Messrs. Potter, of Dartmouth,
Emerson, of Boston,
Weld, of Winchester,
Baxter, of Quincy, and 
Floyd, of Lawrence.

On motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee, having 
under consideration so much of the Governor’s Address 
as relates to Intemperance, consider the expediency of 
repealing the Act approved May twenty-one, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, chapter four hundred and 
seventy.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hills, of Cambridge,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 
inquire into the expediency of enabling Judges of Pro
bate to act in the settlement of estates of deceased per
sons, in cases where the original claim or debt due to said 
Judges from such deceased persons shall not exceed one 
hundred dollars.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Reading,

Oi'dered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be re
quested to consider the expediency of enacting a law 
protecting Manufacturers against the loss of stock by 
embezzlement, while intrusted to their workmen.
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On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it be ad
journed to meet again on Tuesday next, March fourth, 
at twelve o’clock, M.

Mr. Hawkes, of Adams, offered the following Order, 
which was rejected :—

Ordered, That a Committee of Five be appointed, to 
take into consideration the propriety of making all per
sons who keep houses or places where idleness or dissi
pation are encouraged and fostered, responsible for the 
time thus spent through their instrumentality, to such 
person or persons as the benefit of such services may be 
due.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, from the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of John

✓

Pew, reported

A Bill, “ To authorize John Pew to extend his wharf 
in Gloucester.”

Mr. Ritchie, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, on the Petition of the President and Directors of 
the Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company, reported

A Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Dor
chester Avenue Railroad Company.”
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Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Banks and Banking, 
on the Petition of the Maverick Bank of Boston, reported

A Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the 
President, Directors and Company of the Maverick Bank 
in East Boston.”

Mr. Thurston, from the Committee on Banks and Bank- . 
ing, on the Order of Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield, of the 
twenty-first instant, reported

A Bill, “ To prevent Bank Officers from voting by 
proxy.”

Mr. Williams, from the Committee on Agriculture, on 
the Petition of Caleb Howard and others, reported

A Bill, “ In  addition to an Act concerning Beaches in 
the town of North Chelsea.”

Mr. Dyer, from the Committee on Claims, on the Peti
tion of the Overseers of the Poor of the town of New
bury, reported

A “ Resolve on the Petition of the Overseers of the 
Poor of the town of Newbury.”

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Report of the Prison Committee for one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, was committed to the Com
mittee on Prisons, in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on the 

Library be directed to inquire what further provision is 
necessary to prepare the new Library Room for occupancy 
by the State Library ; also,

That the Committee on Prisons inquire into the expe
diency of repealing so much of chapter thirty-seven, of 
the Statutes of one thousand eight hundred and fifty, as 
relates to the ineligibility of the Prison Inspectors to re
appointment.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” of the Committee 
on Banks and Banking, on the Senate Order, “ In  rela
tion to an hour for closing the banks of the city of Bos
ton, daily,” and

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” from the Committee 
on Railways and Canals, on the Petition of the Metropoli
tan Railroad Company,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.
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Orders of notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Joseph G. Luther and others,
John Curtis and others, and 
Daniel Low and others.

Bill, “ To incorporate the Williams House Company,” 

Was read and ordered to a second reading.

The Bill, “ Respecting Naturalization,” came down, 
from the Senate, passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, 
with an amendment, which was adopted, in concurrence

On motion of Mr. Fessenden, of W est Cambridge, the 
Bill, in addition to several Acts to secure a Decennial 
Census, and Statistical Information, was discharged from 
the Orders of the Day, read a third time, passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day wrere then taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester, the undebatable mat
ters were first considered.

The Senate Bills, “ To regulate the construction of 
fish weirs,”

“ To protect the fisheries in Ipswich River, in the 
towns of Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield, Boxford, and 
Middleton,”
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“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Young 
Men’s Library Association of Worcester,” and

The House Bills, “ To authorize Parker Burnham, 
Joseph B. Burnham, and Elias Burnham, to extend their 

Marine Bailway,”

“ To accept the surrender of the Charter of the Mu

tual Fire Insurance Company,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 

third reading.

The House Bills, “ To establish the office of Assistant- 
Attorney for the County of Suffolk,”

“ In addition to an Act relating to Savings Banks,”

“ To authorize County Commissioners to administer 
oaths of office,” and

The “ Besolves on the Petition of Jared Benson,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills, “ To incorporate the Bowdoin Lit
erary Association of Dorchester,”

“ To amend an Act, entitled, An Act to authorize the 
Boston and Lowell Kailroad Company to alter the con-
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struction of a bridge and the location thereof, passed on 
the twenty-first day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five,” and

The “ Resolve on the Petition of John L. Priest and 
others,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the “ Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Bank 
of Mutual Redemption,” having arrived, the same was 
postponed for twenty m inutes; but, subsequently, the 
vote was reconsidered, and the House proceeded to the 
consideration thereof. The question was stated to be on 
the amendment offered by Mr. Turner, of Brookline, and 
then on ordering to a third reading; and the vote having 
been taken, the amendment was adopted. The Bill was 
further amended, on motion of Messrs. Devereux, of Sa
lem, Briggs, of Pittsfield, and Smith of Chicopee, and 
the Bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading.

The House, then, pursuant to assignment, proceeded 
to the consideration of the Resolve of one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-six, providing for an Amendment to the 
Constitution, relative to the qualifications of voters, and 
on motion of Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, the same was 
further assigned to W  -dnesday next at twelve o’clock, M.
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The Engrossed “ Resolve, relating to the Massachu
setts Convention of one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight,”

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrpssed Bills, “ Giving further remedies in 
Equity,”

To establish the office of Assistant-Clerk of the Su
preme Judicial Court, in the County of Suffolk,”

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Hamp
shire Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ To incorporate the Duston Monument Association,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent to 
the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of New Marlboro’,

The House

Adjourned.
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