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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Remon
strance of the Selectmen of Medford, against the passage 
of the Bill, “ To incorporate the Cambridge W ater 
Works.”

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. West, of Pittsfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be 
instructed to make up the Mileage and Pay of Thomas 
G. Carson to the first day of May.

Mr. Stoddard, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Mayor of the 
City of Worcester, relative to the Police Court, reported

That the same be referred to the next General Court.

Also, the same gentleman, from the same committee, 
on the Petition of Chickering and Sons and others, for 
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a law making the sale of Leased Personal Property by
the Lessee, a penal offence, reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of C. C. Hayward and others, reported

A Bill, “ To establish a Police Court in the City of 
Charlestown.”

Mr. Yose, of Boston, on leave, introduced a Resolve, 
“ For Repairs on the State House.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, on leave, introduced a 
Resolve, “ In  relation to Counsel Fees,” before the Com
mittee on Elections, which was referred to the Committee 

on Finance.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a Bill, “ Relating to the Board of 
Commissioners on Alien Passengers and State Paupers,” 
reported

That the Bill ought to pass.

Read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.
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On motion of Mr. Oliver, of South Reading, the vote 
whereby the Bill, “ To incorporate the Malden and Mel
rose Railroad Company,” was referred to the next General 
Court, was reconsidered, and the Bill, after being 
amended, was ordered to a third reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Resolve, “ In relation to certain Resolutions of the 
Legislature of Connecticut,” was, under a suspension of 
the Rules, read three several times, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

A Bill, “ In relation to the Cape Cod Railroad Com
pany,” came from the Senate, with the House amendment 
non-concurred in. On motion, the House adhered.

Ordered, in concurrence, That four thousand copies of 
the State Census of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, be printed for the use of the Legislature.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ Relating to the Public Cemeteries of the City of 
Roxbury,”

“ Concerning the Charles River and W arren Bridges,”

“ In addition to an Act concerning Judges of Probate,”
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“ To incorporate the Agawam Bridge Company,”

“ To incorporate the Brookline Hotel Company,”

“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Adams Bank,”

“ To authorize the Governor to appoint Commissioners 
of Heeds in foreign countries,”

“ Concerning the Essex Merrimack Bridge,”

“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Millbury Bank,”

“ Changing the time of holding a Probate Court in 
Groton, in the County of Middlesex,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

Resolves,

“ In aid of the New England School of Design for 
Women,”

“ In favor of Isaiah Stoddard,”

“ Concerning the State Reform School for Boys, at 

Westborough,”
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“ On the Petition of Lydia V. Dickson, praying that 
she may receive the personal estate of Elizabeth Lewis, 
deceased,”

“ Relative to the pay of Henry A. Marsh,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

Bills,

“ In relation to Insolvent Debtors,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Broadway 
Railroad Company,”

“ Limiting the time for the Organization of Corpora
tions,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Were passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of the 
Danvers Railroad, was referred to the next General 

Court.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The Report of the Joint Special Committee on the 
Fishways, in the Merrimack River, was next taken up, 
and the Bill, offered as a substitute by Mr. Hard, of 
Lowell, was adopted; and, under a suspension of the 
Rules, took its several readings, and was passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve, “ Concerning Lippincott’s Pronouncing 
Gazetteer,” was indefinitely postponed.

Bill, “ To authorize the Commissioners of the County 
of Bristol to borrow Money, either to repair or to build 
a House of Correction,” was next taken up, the question 
being on ordering the same to a third reading. Mr. Cod- 
man, of Boston, moved its reference to the next General 

Court; pending which,

On motion of Mr. Freeman, of Orleans,

The House

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be 
instructed to make up the Pay Roll to, and including, 

Saturday next.

•

Laid over under the Rule.

Mr. Hildreth, from the Committee on Manufactures, to 
whom was recommitted the Engrossed Bill, “ To incorpo
rate the Malden and Melrose Gas Light Company,” 
reported,

That the Bill ought to pass. And the Bill,

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Burtt, of Lowell, on leave, introduced a Bill, 
“ Authorizing the Courts to sentence certain persons to 

the State Almshouses.”

Placed in the Orders of the Day.
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Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, moved to take from the table 

the Resolves, “ For the relief of the Sons and Daughters 

of Massachusetts, in Kansas,” on which the Yeas and 

Nays were ordered, on motion of Mr. Russell, of Salem, 

and the Roll having been called, it appeared that one 

hundred and fifteen members had answered in the affirma

tive, and one hundred and five in the negative, so the 

motion was carried. The Resolve was then specially 

assigned for consideration on Tuesday next, at ten o’clock, 

A. M., and the hour of eleven o'clock, of the same day, 

was assigned for taking the question.

The Engrossed Bills, “ To incorporate the Wamsutta 

Bank, in Fall River,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,”

W  as passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Resolve, “ In relation to the Massachusetts 

Records,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.
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Bills,

“ To incorporate the Northampton Hotel Company,”

“ Relating to the Registry of Deeds for the Northern 
District of Middlesex,”

“ To incorporate the South Berkshire Institute Asso
ciation,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Dorchester 
Avenue Railroad Company,”

“ To prevent Waste,”

(Which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 

matter being the Bill, “ To authorize the County Com

missioners of the County of Bristol to borrow Money, 

either to repair or to build a House of Correction,” the 

question being on its reference to the next General 

Court; which, after debate, was decided in the negative, 

and the Bill was then ordered to a third reading.

The Report that the Senate Bill, “ Concerning Insol
vent Debtors,” ought not to pass, was accepted, and the 
Bill was rejected.
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The Report relative to Loan and Fund Associations, 
was laid on the table.

Bill, “ Relating to Bank Balances and Bank Returns,” 
was indefinitely postponed.

Bill, “ Concerning the Harbor of Boston, Mystic 
River and Dorchester Bay,” was read a second time, and 
ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Conant, member from 
Scituate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Order of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington, of the 
second instant, relative to the Pay Roll, was taken up, 

and adopted.

Mr. Sever, from the Committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a Resolve, “ In relation to Counsel Fees 
before the Committee on Elections,” reported

That the same ought not to pass.

Accepted.

The Engrossed Pill, “ To incorporate the Shelburne 
Falls Bank,”

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Resolve, “ In  favor of Ansel W right, and George 
F. W right, Deputy-Sheriffs of Northampton,”
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(W hich originated in the House of Representatives.)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
undebatable matters were first considered in their order.

Bills,

“ Concerning the Indexing of Deeds,”

“ Concerning the Superior Court, and the Court of 
Common Pleas,” (amended,)

“ To authorize Donald McKay to build a W harf,”

“ To authorize Luther Drew to build a W harf,”

“ To incorporate the Titticut Academy of Middleton,”

“ To incorporate the Society for the relief of dged 
Women in Salem,”

“ To change the Name of the Amesbury Street Baptist 
Society, and to legalize their doings,”

“ To authorize the Agent of the Charles River and 
W arren Bridges to lease a W harf adjoining Warren 

Bridge,”
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“ To incorporate the Malden and Melrose Railroad 
Company,”

The Resolve, “ Relating to the Compensation of the 
Door-keepers, Messengers and Pages of the General 
Court,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

Bill, “ Concerning the Fitchburg Railroad Company,” 
was read a second time, amended, and ordered to a third 
reading.

Bill, “ In addition to an Act concerning Lines in Bos
ton Harbor,” and

Resolves, “ Concerning the Printing for the Common
wealth,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

Bill, “ Establishing the Salaries of the Deputy-War
den and Clerk of the State Prison,” was indefinitely 
postponed.

Bill, “ To protect Boston Harbor,” was read a second 
time, and refused a third reading.
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The Special Assignment for this day and hour, was 

then taken up, the same being the Resolve, “ For the 

relief of the Sons and Daughters of Massachusetts, in 

Kansas,” the question being on passing the same to be 

engrossed. An amendment was offered by Mr. Part

ridge, of Winchendon, and pending the question, Mr. 

Crossman, of Springfield, moved to lay the whole subject 

on the table; and on this question the Yeas and Nays 

were ordered, on motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, and 

the Roll having been called, it appeared that one hundred 

and thirty-eight members had voted in the affirmative, 

and one hundred and twenty-seven in the negative. So 

the said Resolve was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Gilbert, of New Bedford, 

The House

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Briggs, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Order of Mr. Jones, of Chicopee, 
in relation to constituting each County a Criminal 

District, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom rvas referred the Orders of Mr, Fletcher, of Low
ell, and Mr. Lamb, of Greenfield, relating to the four- 
hundred and forty-fourth chapter of the Acts of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, reported,

That the subject be referred to the next General 

Court.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Stoddard, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred* the Senate Bill, “ To repeal an 
Act entitled an Act to regulate the Paving of Streets in 
the Town of Boston, and for removing obstructions in 

the same,” reported,

That the same ought to pass.
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The Bill was rejected.

Mr. Briggs, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of Mr. Hills, of Cambridge, relative to 
repealing chapter two hundred and twenty-three of the 
Acts of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, rela
tive to the Confinement of Idiots and Insane Persons, 
reported

A Bill, “ To repeal chapter two hundred and twenty- 
three of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was recommitted the Senate Bill, “ In addition to 
several Acts in relation to Registry and returns of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths,” and the Order of Mr. Robinson, 
of Mansfield, relative to the same subject, reported

The same Bill in a new draft.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

A

A Message was received from his Excellency the Gov
ernor, by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, covering 
certain Resolutions of the State of New Hampshire, 
relative to the Naturalization Laws, which were read, 
and laid on the table.
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Papers from the Senate.

Bills,

“ Amending the provisions of the twenty-ninth chapter 
of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
two,” and

“ In addition to the several Acts relating to Insolvent 
Debtors,” came down, passed to be engrossed, in con
currence, with amendments, which were adopted, in 
concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ Authorizing the Towns of Truro and Provincetown 
to construct a Bridge over East Harbor,”

“ To fix the Salary of the District-Attorney for the 
South Eastern District,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

Bills,

“ To protect the Fishery in the Town of Edgartown,” 
120
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“ To incorporate the Bowdoin Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

Resolves,

“ In relation to certain Resolutions of the State of 
Connecticut,”

(W hich originated in the Senate,)

Were passed, and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Russell, of Worcester, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Bill, “ To protect Boston Harbor,” 
was refused a third reading. After debate, the motion 
was carried, and the Bill was ordered to a third reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of Job T. 
Wilson, was accepted.

A Bill, “ Concerning the Taxation of Minor Children,” 

was rejected.

Resolve, “ Concerning the Pilgrim Society at Ply
mouth,” was read, and under a suspension of the
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Rules, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

Resolve, “ In addition to the Resolve authorizing the 
Board of Education to appoint Agents,” was read, and 
ordered to a second reading.

Bill, “ To establish additional Terms of the Court of 
Common Pleas in the County of Worcester,” was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

Bill, “ To promote the Public Safety and Convenience 
by a Bridge at the intersection of the Boston and Lowell, 
the Fitchburg, and the Grand Junction Railroads, in 
Somerville,” was read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Walpole,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Pall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be 
instructed to make up the pay of William H. Bagley to 
the end of the session.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Bill, “ Authorizing the Courts to 
sentence certain persons to the State Almshouse,” reported

That the Bill ought not to pass. The Report was 
accepted, and the Bill rejected.

Mr. Sever, from the Committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred the Order of May thirtieth, relative to the 
sum necessary to defray the contingent expenses of the 
Executive Council, General Court, and officers in the 
State House, reported

A Resolve, “ For the Payment of the Contingent 
Expenses of the Council, Legislature, and officers in the
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State House for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-six,” which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Globe Insurance Com
pany,” came down from the Senate passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence, with an amendment, in which the House 
non-concurred.

The Orders of the Hay were then taken up, and

Bills,

“ Concerning application for Special Legislation,”

“ Relating: to the Board of Commissioners on Alien 
Passengers and State Paupers,”

“ Concerning the Fitchburg Railroad Company,”

Were severally passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

A Bill, “ Concerning the Cambridge W ater W orks,” 
was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Resolve, “ To provide -for the expenses of the 
Insurance Commissioners,” was read a third time, passed 
to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
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A Bill, “ To authorize the Boston and Maine Railroad 
Company to re-locate a portion of its Road in the City 
of Lawrence,” was read a second time, and refused a 
third reading.

A Bill, “ To divide the Commonwealth into Districts 
for the Choice of Councillors,” was then taken up, the 
question being on passing the same to be engrossed; 
pending which, on motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, 
a new Bill was substituted, which was passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bills,

“ In addition to the several Acts relating to Registry 
and Returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths,”

“ To establish a Police Court in the City of Charles

town,”

“ To change the Name of the Trustees of the Free 
Grammar School in Brimfield,” and

Resolves,

“ Authorizing the Board of Education to appoint 

Agents,”

“ Relating to extra Clerk Hire,
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“ Concerning the Journals and Papers of the Senate,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

The House

Adjourned.



W ED N ESD A Y , JU N E  4, 1856. 1147

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Walker, of Roxbury, on leave, introduced a 
Resolve, “ In favor of the State Almshouse at Bridge- 
water,” which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, on leave, introduced a 
Resolve, “ Concerning the publication of the State Laws,” 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, the vote 
whereby the Resolve, “ To provide for the expenses of 
the Insurance Commissioners,” was passed to be 
engrossed, was reconsidered. The Resolve was then 
amended, and as amended, passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, “ To establish additional Terms 
of the Court of Common Pleas in the County of W or
cester,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.
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A Message was received from the Governor, by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, relative to the assault 
upon the Hon. Charles Sumner, in Congress, which was 
referred to a Joint Special Committee of five on the part 
of the House, 'with such as the Senate may join, and the 
Speaker took time to appoint.

Papers from the Senate.

A Bill, “ Amending the provisions of the twenty-ninth 
chapter of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two,” was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

A Bill, “ In  addition to the several Acts relating to 
Insolvent Debtors,” was read, and referred to the Com
mittee on Probate and Chancery.

The Engrossed Bill, “ For the preservation of Fish in 
the Merrimack River,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and

Bills,

“ To prevent Fraud in the Measurement of Wood,”
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“ To authorize the Commissioners of the County of 
Bristol to borrow Money either to repair or to build a 
House of Correction,” (as amended,)

“ Concerning the Harbor of Boston, Mystic River and 
Dorchester Bay,”

“ In addition to an Act concerning Lines in Boston 
Harbor,”

“ To protect Boston Harbor,”

“ To promote the Public Safety and Convenience by a 
Bridge at the intersection of the Boston and Lowell, the 
Fitchburg, and the Grand Junction Railroads, in Somer

ville,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

Bills,7 •

“ To establish a Police Court in the City of Charles
town,”

“ In addition to the several Acts relating to the Reg
istry of Births, Marriages and Deaths,”

Were severally indefinitely postponed.
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A Resolve, “ Authorizing the Board of Education to 
appoint Agents,” was rejected.

A Bill, “ To repeal chapter two hundred and twenty- 
three of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six,” was, under a suspension of the Rules, read a 
third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

Resolves,

“ For the Payment of the Contingent Expenses of the 
General Court,”

“ Concerning Printing for the Commonwealth,”

“ For repairs on the State House,”

W ere severally read a third time, passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

«

A Resolve, “ Concerning the Journals and Papers of 
the Senate,” was read a third time, amended, passed to be 
engrossed, under a suspension of the Rules, and sent up 
for concurrence.

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Trustees of the Free Gram
mar School in Brimfield,” was passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.
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A Resolve, “ Relating to extra Clerk Hire,” was read 
a third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston,

Ordered, That when this House adjourn, it be to meet 
on Thursday, at ten o’clock, A. M.

On motion of Mr. Dyer, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Taft, of Worcester, presented the Petition of John 
Purington and others, of Shrewsbury, which was laid 
on the table. \

Mr. Williams, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of George 
H. Raymond for leave to sell Real Estate, reported,

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the Senate Bill, “ Amending the pro
visions of the twenty-ninth chapter of the Acts of one 
thousand eight hundred and .fifty-three,” reported,

That the same be referred to the next General Court.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Frye, from the Committee on Printing, to whom 
was referred the Resolve, “ In favor of the Proprietors of 
the Boston Daily Bee,” reported,

That the same ought to pass, with an amendment.
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Under a suspension of the Rules, the Report was 
accepted, and the Resolve, as amended, took its several 
readings, was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee of Conference, to 
whom was referred the Bill, “ Concerning the location of 
the Eastern Railroad,” reported,

That the Bill ought to pass, W’ith an amendment.

The amendment was adopted, and the Bill, as amended, 
was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Baker, of Beverly, on leave, introduced a Resolve, 
“ In  aid of the New England School of Design for 
Women,” which, under a suspension of the Rules, was 
read three times, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, the Resolves, 
“ Concerning the Northerly Shore of South Boston,” wrere 
taken from the table, and referred to the next Legisla

ture.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Temple, of Framingham, under a 
suspension of the Rules, the vote whereby the Resolve,
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“ Authorizing the Board of Education to appoint 
Agents,” was refused a third reading, was reconsidered, 
and the Bill was read a third time, passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Speaker appointed the following members as 
the Committee on the Governor’s Message concerning 
the assault upon the Hon. Charles Sumner, in Congress, 

viz.:—

Messrs. Austin, of Boston,
Morrisy, of Nantucket,
Curtis, of South Scituate,
Titcomb, of Lynnfield, and 
Trench, of Stoughton.

t
Papers from the Senate.

The Report on Bill, “ Relative to the Election of 
School Committees,” was accepted, in concurrence.

Bill, “ In relation to the Treasury of the Industrial 
School for Girls,” was referred to the Committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ To change the Name of the Amesbury Street Baptist

Society, and to legalize their doings,”
121



1156 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

“ To authorize Luther Drew to build a W harf,”

“ Concerning the Superior Court in the County of 
Suffolk, and the Court of Common Pleas,”

“ To incorporate the Titicut Academy of Middle- 
borough,”

“ To incorporate the Society for the relief of Aged 
Women in Salem,”

“ Concerning the Cambridge W ater Works,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 

Senate.

The Engrossed Resolve, “ Relative to the Compensa
tion of the Door-keepers and Pages of the General 

Court,”

(W hich originated in the Plouse of Representatives,)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet 
at three and one-half o’clock, this afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Clerk be directed to prepare, and 
cause to be printed, an Index of the printed Journal of 
the House. Also, an Appendix containing the Yeas and 
Nays taken during the present session.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’,

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms, in connection 
with the Committee on Public Buildings, be directed to 
prepare and furnish a suitable room for the preservation 
of the Journals, Papers, and Documents of the House 
of Representatives, and for the use of the Clerk and the 
persons employed by him, immediately after the close of 
the present session, provided that the expense shall not 
exceed the sum of fifty dollars.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred an Order relative to Bowling Alleys 
and Billiard Saloons, reported,

That the same be referred to the next Legislature.
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Mr. Thayer, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, to whom was referred the Bill, “ In relation 
to the Treasurer of the State Reform School for Girls,” 
reported,

That the Bill ought not to pass.

Mr. Tike, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill, entitled “ An 
Act in addition to the several Acts relating to Insolvent 
Debtois,” reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Thayer, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, to whom was referred the Resolve, “ In favor 
of the State Almshouse at Bridgewater,” reported,

That the Resolve ©ught to pass.

The Resolve was read three times, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ In addition to an Act concerning Lines in Boston
Harbor,”
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“ To authoiize Donald McKay to build a W harf,”

“ To authorize the Agent of Charles River and W ar

ren Bridges to lease a W harf adjoining W arren Bridge,”

(Which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 

Senate.

Bills,

“ To authorize the Commissioners of the County of 
Bristol to borrow Money either to repair or to build a 
House of Correction,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Trustees of 
the Brimfield Free Grammar School,”

“ Relating to the Board of Commissioners on Alien 

Passengers and State Paupers,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre

sentatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 

Senate.
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Resolves,

“ For the Payment of the Contingent Expenses of the 
Council, Legislature, and officers in the State House, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six,”

“ To provide for the expenses of the Insurance Com
missioners,”

(W hich severally oiiginated in the House of Repre
sentatives,)

W ere severally passed, and sent to the Senate,

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington,

Ordered, That when this House adjourn, it be to meet 
to-morrow, at ten o’clock, A. M.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Conant, of Scituate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was recom
mitted the Report of the Committee on the Message of 
His Excellency the Governor, relative to defraying the 
expenses of the illness of lion. Charles Sumner, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Austin, from the same committee, presented a 

Minority Report, concluding with a Resolve, “ Providing 

for the expenses of the sickness of Hon. Charles Sumner.” 

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, moved the substitution of 

the Resolve for the Report. Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, 

offered an amendment to the substitute; pending which, 

on motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, the whole subject 

was laid on the table.

The vote whereby the Report of the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery, on the Bill, “ Relating to Insol-
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vent Debtors,” was accepted, was reconsidered, and the 
Bill was read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.

A Bill, “ To establish a Police Court in the City of 
Charlestown,” was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, “ Concerning the location of the 

Eastern Railroad,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,) 

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,

“ In addition to a Resolve authorizing the Board of 

Education to appoint Agents,”

“ Concerning the publication of the State Laws,

“ Concerning the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth,”

“ Relative to Extra Clerk Hire,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Repre

sentatives,)

W ere severally passed, and sent to the Senate.
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The Engrossed Bills,

“ To divide the Commonwealth into Districts for the 
Choice of Councillors,”

“ To incorporate the Malden and Melrose Railroad 
Company,”

“ Concerning the Harbor of Boston, Mystic River, 
and Dorchester Bay,”

“ To promote the Public Safety and Convenience by a 
Bridge at the intersection of the Boston and Lowell, the 
Pitchburg and Grand Junction Railroads, in Somerville,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Were passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Boston.

Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet 
at two and one-half o’clock, this afternoon.

On motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Haynes, from the Committee on the Pay Roll, 
reported,

That the Pay Roll amounted to one hundred and fifty- 
six thousand seven hundred and ninety-one dollars.

The Report was accepted.

On motion of Mr. Haynes, of Dorchester,

Ordered, That there he allowed and paid, out of the 
Treasury of the Commonwealth, to the members of the 
House of Representatives, for Travel and Attendance at 
the present session, the several sums set against their 
respective names, and that a warrant be drawn therefor.

Papers from the Senate.

Bill, “ To protect Boston Harbor,” came down, passed 
to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an amendment, 
which was adopted, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day wrere then taken up, the same 
being the Bill, “ In relation to the several Acts relating
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to Insolvent Debtors,” which, on motion of Mr. Fletcher, 
of Lowell, was indefinitely postponed.

The Engrossed Bill, “ Concerning the Indexing of 
Deeds,”

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,

“ Concerning the Printing for the Commonwealth,”

“ For repairs upon the State House,”

“ In favor of the State Almshouse at Bridgewater,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre

sentatives,) and

“ Concerning the Journals and Papers of the Senate,”

“ In addition to a Resolve in aid of the New England 
School of Design for Women,”

(Which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.
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The Engrossed Bills,

“ lo  incorporate the Globe Insurance Company, in 
Boston,”

“ To protect Boston Harbor,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, That Messrs. Shaw, of Nan
tucket, Thacher, of Suffolk, and Batchelder, of Essex, 
on the part of the Senate, and

Messrs. Calef, of Boston,
Stoddard, of Worcester,
Morrill, of Fall River, and 
Williams, of Hadley,

on the part of the House, be a Committee on the subject 
of Lands in the Back Bay, under a Resolve, “ Concern
ing Lands in the Back Bay, approved May thirtieth, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six.”

Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, offered the following Resolve, 
which was unanimously adopted:—

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be, and they 
are hereby tendered, to the Hon. C harles A. P h elps ,
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for the able, impartial arid courteous manner in which he 
has presided over our deliberations, and we hereby extend 
to him our cordial wishes for his future happiness and 
welfare.

To which the Speaker replied as follows:—

Gentlemen o f the House o f Representatives

I  have no words with, which to express to you my 

gratitude. Having never presided over any deliberative 

assembly until your partiality called me to this- position, 

I stood here the first hour of the session filled with solic

itude lest I  should fail to deserve your approbation. I 

stand here at its last hour, oppressed with a sense of 

obligation for your unnumbered favors.

Those official duties in whose performance embarrass

ment and difficulty might have been anticipated, you 

have rendered congenial and pleasant.

Our labors, gentlemen, are drawing to a close. I t  has 

been said that no word ever spoken ceases to vibrate in 

the ever widening currents of sound. Certainly no word 

recorded here can cease to affect for long years, the Com

monwealth in whose service we have labored. You have
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not given one grace or beauty, or added one stone to the 

temple of justice and human rights, which will not 

endure long after we all shall have passed away. I 

remember, therefore, with pride and gratulation, that 

worthy aims and noble motives have guided your delib

erations and controlled your actions. That though 

exciting questions have been discussed upon which 

widely different views were entertained, the debates of 

this body, without a single exception, have been con

ducted with manliness, dignity and decorum.

You will allow me to bear testimony, and I  have 

pleasure in doing so, to the industry, ability and fidelity 

of the officers of the House—the Clerk and his assist

ants, the venerable Sergeant-at-Arms, the Pages and 

Messengers. You will agree with me that they, one and 

all, have performed their various duties in the most 

acceptable manner.

Death has not failed to admonish us “ W hat shadows 

we are, and what shadows we pursue.” One who sat 

with us, at the beginning of the session, in the full vigor 

of manhood, is to-day absent. His seat is vacant, his 

lips are mute, he has passed on to the land of silence.
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Soon we shall grasp the parting hand and speak the 

parting word. W ith you I  return to the pursuits of 

private life. In all human probability we shall never all 

meet again, but I  assure you, gentlemen, that the friend

ships here formed, and the many favors I have received 

at your hands, new every morning and fresh every eve

ning, will be to me the sweetest memories I shall take 

into the vale of years. I  can never see you, never hear 

your names, without a thrill of emotion ! I  am not 

aware that I have given cause of offence to any single 

gentleman of this body, but if, in moments of haste, or 

amid the pressure of business, I have spoken a word 

unadvisedly to any one, I here and now crave his for

giveness. W ith my last words I invoke upon you and 

yours the choicest of Heaven’s blessings. Permit me 

once more to repeat the expression of my gratitude, and 

again to tender you my warmest thanks.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, introduced the following 
Itesolve, which was unanimously adopted:—

Resolved, That the faithful and courteous manner in 
which the Clerk and Assistant-Clerks of the House have 
discharged their respective duties, deserves, and hereby 
receives, our warmest thanks.
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Ordered, in concurrence, That Messrs. Mills and D. 
W arren, on the part of the Senate, and

Messrs. Temple, of Framingham,
Thurston, of Lancaster,
Taft, of Worcester,
Lamb, of Greenfield, and 
Austin, of Boston,

on the part of the House, be a committee to wait on the 

Governor and inform him that the two branches have 

passed on all the public business necessary to be acted 

on, and request him, with advice of Council, to prorogue 

them to the Tuesday next preceding the first Wednesday 

of January next. And the committee, subsequently, 

through their chairman, reported that they had attended 

to the duty assigned them, and that his Excellency was 

pleased to say that he would communicate with the two 

branches, through the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

in compliance with the request of the Legislature, as 

soon as practicable.

And, soon after, the Secretary of the Commonwealth 

came in with a Message from the Governor, informing 

the House that his Excellency had officially approved 

three hundred and eighty Acts, and one hundred and
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three Resolves, and that he had withheld his signature 

from one Act, and that it was his Excellency’s pleasure, 

by and with the consent of the Council, and at the request 

of the two branches, to prorogue them to the Tuesday 

next preceding the first Wednesday in January next.

And at seven minutes before five o’clock, P. M., the 
General Court was accordingly prorogued.

W. E. P. HASKELL, Clerk.
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