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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of Friday was read.

Mr. Sawyer, of Sterling, presented the Petition of J. 
S. Butterick and others, of Sterling, in aid of the Petition 
of John W. W ork and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Divi
sion of Worcester County.

Mr. Coburn, of Dracut, presented the Petition of A. O. 
Yarnum and others, of Dracut, in aid of the Petition of 
J. C. Bartlett, for a law regulating the Sale of Milk.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, presented the Petition of 
Walter Blanchard and others, School Committee of the 
town of Wilmington, for said towrn’s proportion of the 
State School Fund.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Parker, of Groton, presented the Remonstrance of 
H. P. Ross and others, against the incorporation of a 
new Town, to be called Fremont.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.
51
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Mr. Dyer, of Boston, presented the Petition of Abner 
T. ITopkins, for remuneration for injuries sustained on 

Charles River Bridge.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, presented the Petition of Daniel 
E. Chapin and others, for an Act to incorporate the Trus
tees of the Worcester County Camp Meeting Association.

Mr. Gordon, of Newbury, presented the Petition of J. 
L. Bailey and others, of the Second Parish of West New
bury, for leave to sell their burial grounds.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.

Mr. Gavitt, of Dighton, presented the Remonstrance 
of Anthony Shove and others, of Dighton, against the 
passage of any law to prohibit the issue and circulation 
of bank notes of a less denomination than five dollars.

Mr. Abercrombie, of Quincy, presented the Remon
strance of Adam Curtis and others, of Quincy;

Mr. Babcock, of Milton, presented the Remonstrance 
of Elijah Tucker and others, of Milton ;

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, presen ted  the R em onstrance 

of James Rider and o thers,

Severally against the suppression of bank bills under 

the denomination of five dollars.
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Mr. Warren, of Brighton, presented the Petition of 
the Brighton Market Bank, for increase of capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 

Banking.

Mr. Pool, of Abington, presented the Remonstrance of 
B. E. Faxon and others;

Mr. Nelson, of Plymouth, presented the Remonstrance 
of Elisha Nelson aud others ;

Mr. Johnson, of Lowell, presented the Remonstrance 
of George W. Swift and others ;

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Remon
strance of Daniel Fisher and others, of Edgartown, also,

The Remonstrance of Moses Brown and others,

Severally against the Petition of George Marston and 
others.

Mr. Jones, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of T. 
B. Ridder and others;

Mr. Ingraham of South Iladley, presented the Peti
tion of Amos Kellogg and others, of South Ilad ley ;

Mr. Crossman, of Springfield, presented the Petition 
of Artemas King and others ;
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Mr. Converse, of Brirafield, presented the Petition of 
N. Norton and others;

Mr. Freeland, of West Springfield, presented the Peti
tion of Heber Miller and others ;

Mr. Smith, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of Lu

cas B. Chapin and others ;

Mr. Robbins, of Millbury, presented the Petition of 

James Rose and others,

Severally in aid of the Petition of James M. Blanch
ard and others, for leave to build a Railroad from Con
necticut State Line to Springfield.

Mr. Poor, of Danvers, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen and others, citizens of South Danvers, in aid 

of the Memorial of the Danvers Railroad Company.

Mr. Smith, of West Roxbury, presented the Petition 
of Stephen M. Weld and others, of W est Roxbury, for 
an Act of incorporation as the West Roxbury Railroad 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Dyer, of Boston, presented the Petition of R  B. 
Forbes and William Appleton and others, for a Nautical 
School for the Education of Boys.

Read, and referred to a Joint Special Committee, con
sisting of Five on the part of the House, with such as 
the Senate may join ; and the Speaker took time to ap

point.

Mr. Faulkner, of Clinton, presented the Petition of 

Sidney Harris and others, for change of place for holding 
Probate Courts, in the county of Worcester.

Mr. Howard, of Westford, presented the Petition of 
Jonathan Hartwell and others, of the town of Littleton, 
to he annexed to the Northern District of Middlesex, for 
the Registration of Deeds.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

Mr. Dyer, of Boston, presented the Petition of John 
L. Porter and others for an Act of incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture be in
structed to consider the expediency of repealing the two 
hundred and ninety-sixth chapter of the Acts of one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, which required
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Agricultural Societies receiving bounty from the State, to 

withhold premiums in certain cases.

The Annual Report of the Attorney-General of the 
Commonwealth, with accompanying abstracts, was read, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 

to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Reed, of Newbury port, the Ninth 
Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Reform 
School, at Westboro’, with the accompanying Reports of 
the Officers of the Institution, was taken from the table, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Charitable In

stitutions.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of the same gentleman, the Majority and 
Minority Reports of the Committee on Elections, on the 
Petition of Edward W. Hinks and William M. Cornell, 
were taken from the table, and placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester, the communi
cation from the Governor, relative to a communication 
concerning the Territory of Kansas ; also,
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The communication from the Governor of Vermont, 
covering Resolutions relative to Kansas,

Were severally taken from the table and referred to 
the Joint Special Committee on "Resolutions relative to 
the Territory of Kansas.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.

The Annual Report of the Trustees of the State 
Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, was referred to the Com
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions.

The Petition of J. W. Clark and others to be incorpo
rated as the Framingham Hotel Company, was referred 
to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of Tewksbury and Caldwell, for balance 
due on a contract to build the State Almshouse at Mon- 
son, was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Petitions of

Horace Collamore and others, and 
Joseph Iluxford and others,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Fisheries.
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Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 

several Petitions of

D. Nye and others,
Elijah Norton and others,
Benjamin W orth and others, and 
W. N. Ellis and others, (additional.)

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” of the Committee 
on Fisheries, on the Petition of Samuel II. Turner and 
others, was accepted, in concurrence.

Bill, “ To incorporate the Female Benevolent Society 
at South Danvers,” was read, and ordered to a second 

reading.

Bill, “ In relation to the Observance of Certain Days, 
was read, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Resolves, “ In relation to the Territory of Kansas,” 
came down with the endorsement that the Senate non
concur in the House amendment. On motion of Mr. 
Orcutt, of Chelsea, the House receded and concurred 
with the Senate; and the Speaker took time to appoint 

the Committee.

The Engrossed Bills, “ Relating to the unlawful use 

of private property,”

(W hich originated in the Senate,)
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In addition to an Act “ In  relation to Female Con
victs,”

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Merwin, of Boston, the undebatable mat
ters were first considered, in their order.

The Report “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Senate 
Order relative to the publication of Statement of Affairs 
by Manufacturing Companies, was accepted, in concur
rence.

The Resolves, “ On the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Marshpee,”

“ On the Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of the 
town of Newbury,” and

The Bills, “ To incorporate the New England Railroad 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

“ In addition to Act to incorporate the President and 
Directors of Maverick Bank,”

“ In. addition to an Aot to incorporate the Dorchester 
Avenue Railroad Company.”
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“ To authorize John Pew to extend his wharf in 
Gloucester Harbor,”

“ To incorporate the Williams House Company,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

The Resolve relating to the Massachusetts Records, 
(amended,)

W  as read a third time, passed to be engrossed, and 
sent to the Senate.

The Bill “ In  addition to an Act concerning the Duties 
and Rights of Jurors,” was then taken up, the question 
being on the amendment offered by Mr. Austin, of Bos
ton, and then on ordering to a third reading ; but before 
taking the question,

On motion of Mr. Waters, of Beverly,

The House

kdj ourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Freeland, of West Springfield, presented the Peti
tion of A. Allen and others, in aid of the Petition of 
James M. Blanchard and others.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
George Sawyer and others, asking that they may have 
the benefit of the provisions of chapter one hundred and 
ninety-one, of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-five, relative to the use of railroads.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Milliken, of New Bedford, presented the Remon
strance of James S. Kelley and others; also,

The Remonstrance of Edmund Baylies and others.

Mr. Blood, of Taunton, presented the Remonstrance 
of Alfred Pauli and others,

Severally against the suppression of bills under the 
denomination of five dollars.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

52
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Mr. Blood, of Taunton, presented the Petition of W il
liam Cobb and others, of Dighton and Berkley, for leave 
to construct a Ferry across Taunton River, between the 
towns of Dighton and Berkley; also,

The Petition of IT. W. Church and others, of Taun
ton, in aid of the Petition of William Cobb and others.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Nathaniel Austin and others, in aid of the Petition of 

Peter Ilubbell and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 

Biidges.

Mr. Cole, of Sutton, presented the Remonstrance of 
James Taylor and others, legal voters of the town of 

Sutton; also,

The Remonstrance of Jason Dudley and others,

Severally against the Petition of John Darling and 

others.

Also, The Remonstrance of Harvey Dodge and others; 

also,

The Remonstrance of Putnam King and others,

Severally against the Petition of Abraham Chase and 

others.
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Mr. Ilammond, of "Rochester, presented the Petition 
of the Fourth Congregational Precinct in Rochester, for 
a change of name.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Worcester, of Townsend, presented the Petition 
of William Sheldon and others, in relation to School 
District Taxes.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Pratt, of East Bridgewater,

Ordered, Jh a t the Committee on the Judiciary be re
quested to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven, of the 
Acts of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, as 
compels Cities and Towns to revise their list of Jurors 
once in each year.

The Speaker announced the following gentlemen as the 
Joint Special Committee, on the part of the House, on the 
Resolutions relative to the Territory of Kansas, viz.:—

Messrs. Temple, of Framingham,
Smith, of Truro,
Davis, of Westport,
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Upham, of Dorchester,
C. O. Rogers, of Boston,
Dennie, of Boston,
Estes, of Ipswich,
Andrews, of Danvers,
Partridge, of Winchendon,
Baldwin, of Wilbraham, and 
Brown, of Cheshire.

Also, on the Joint Special Committee on the Petition 
of R. B. Forbes and others, for a Nautical School for the 
Education of Boys, on the part of the House, viz.:—

Messrs. Dyer, of Boston,
Barney, of Nantucket,
Nickerson, of Harwich,
Merwin, of Boston, and 
Bagley, of Salisbury.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Brayton, from the Committee on Bills in the Third 
Reading, on the Bill entitled “ An Act to incorporate the 
Williams House Company,” reported

lh a t  the Bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, the same being incor
rectly drawn.

Accepted.
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Mr. Littlefield, from the Committee on Education, on 
the Bill, in addition to an Act entitled, “ An Act con
cerning vacancies in School Committees,” reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act entitled, “ An Act con
cerning vacancies in School Committees.”

Mr. Dyer, of Boston, from the Committee on Claims, 
on the Petition of James W . Eichardson, reported

A Eesolve on the Petition of James W . Eichardson,

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of George B. Blake and others, for the 
artificial propagation of fish in our rivers, bays, &c.,

Was referred to the Committee on Fisheries.
t

The Petition of Enos Clark, Jr., of Northampton, for 
release of a certain lot of land now in possession of the 
Commonwealth, by mistake in the Deed of Transfer,

Was referred to the Committee on Claims.

The Petition of Amos Stone and others, in aid of the 
Petition of William F. Yeasie,

Was referred to the Committee on Bail ways and Canals.
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Ordered, in concurrence, that the Petitions of

James M. Blanchard and others,
Daniel P. Wise and others, and 
The Agricultural Branch Railroad Company, 

be taken from the files, and recommitted to the Com
mittee on Railways and Canals. Also,

Ordered, That the Joint Committee on Roads and 
Bridges consider and report upon the expediency of 
amending the laws in relation to Sidewalks.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of C. P. Judd and others, of Reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the unfinished business, viz.: “ Bill in ad
dition to an Act concerning the Duties and Rights of 
Jurors,” the question being on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Austin, of Boston, and then on ordering the Bill.to 
a third reading. But before taking the question, the 
Special Assignment was taken up, the same being the 
“ Resolve providing for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion, relative to the Qualifications of Voters.”

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester, the consideration 
of the same was postponed for one hour.
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The House resumed the consideration of the Bill, in 
addition to an Act concerning the duties and rights of 
Jurors. After debate, the Previous Question was ordered 
on motion of Mr. Calef, of Boston, and the question 
being first on the amendment of Mr. Austin, of Boston, 
the roll was called, and it appeared that one hundred and 
three members had voted in the affirmative, and one hun
dred and thirty-five in the negative; so the amendment 
was rejected. The question then recurred on ordering 
the Bill to a third reading. On motion of Mr. Merwiu, 
of Boston, the Yeas and Nays were ordered, and the roll 
having been called, it appeared that ninety members had 
voted in the affirmative, and one hundred and fifty-one 
in the negative ; so the Bill was refused a third reading.

Mr. Pollard, of Taunton, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote, which motion was placed in the Orders of the 

Day.

On motion of Mr. W hite, cf Medway,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Williams, of Hadley, presented the Petition of 
William Blake and others, in aid of the Petition of 
James M. Blanchard and others.

Mr. Emerson, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Fitchburg Railroad Company for obviating Railroad 
Crossings in Somerville.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Reed, of Newburyport, presented the Petition of 
Hon. Henry W . Kinsman and others, in aid of that of 
the Proprietors of Essex Merrimack Bridge.

Mr. Brayton, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
Daniel B. Eddy and others, that the County Commission
ers of the County of Bristol may be authorized to lay 
out a road and construct a bridge across a creek in Som
erset.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Howard, of Westford, presented the Petition of
Andrew Whitcomb and others, legal voters of Littleton

s;j



412 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

and Westford, in aid of the Petition of J. Bartlett, of 

Chelmsford.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, presented the Petition of B. 
F. Spaulding and others, selectmen of Tewksbury, asking 
compensation for taking and recording the births and 
deaths in the State Almshouse, until the time of the 'first 
return to the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Goulding, of Athol, presented the Remonstrance 
of John IJ. Partridge and others, of Athol, against the 
Division of Worcester County.

Mr. Worcester, of Townsend, presented the Remon
strance of the Town of Townsend, against the formation 
of any new county which shall include that town.

Mr. Whitney, of Ashburnham, presented the Petition 
of Benjamin Barret and others, of Townsend, in aid of 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others, for the forma

tion of a new county ; also,

Mr. Putnam, of Fitchburg, presented the Petition of 

David Boutelle and others, in aid of the same.

Mr. Worcester, of Townsend, presented the Remon
strance of Samuel Adams and others, legal voters of 
Townsend, against the formation of a new county, and in 
aid of the Petition of John W ork and others.
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Mr. Merriam, of Gardner, presented the Remonstrance 
of John Edgell and others, legal voters of Gardner, against 
the Division of Worcester and Middlesex County.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Mr. Sever, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Society of the Cincinnati of Massachusetts, respecting the 
care of their Archives.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Goff, of Rehoboth, presented the Petition of Mason 
Barney and others, of the town of Swanzey, praying that 
the Act of one thousand eight hundred and fifty five, 
chapter two hundred and thirty-five, exempting from 
levy and execution the homestead of a householder, be 

repealed.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture consider 
the expediency of amending the first section of the two 
hundred and thirty-second chapter of the Acts of one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, relating to the sell

ing of grain by weight.

Sent up for concurrence.
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Also, on motion of the same gentleman,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consid
er what legislation, if any, is necessary, upon the man
ner of conducting elections, and of ascertaining the result 
thereof in conformity to the provisions of the present 
Constitution.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of so amending the second section 
of the three hundred and twenty-first chapter of the Acts 
of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five as to pro
vide, that the Clerk of the Police Court of the city of 
Newburyport shall be appointed by the Governor.

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

Ordered, That the sum of five hundred dollars be, and 
hereby is appropriated, for the purpose of procuring a 
catalogue of such papers as are to be found in the pub
lic offices of England, relating to the history of this 
Commonwealth,—and that the Governor be authorized 
to take measures for procuring such catalogue, and to 
draw his warrant for the expense attending the same, to 
any amount not exceeding five hundred dollars.
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Subsequently, Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, moved a recon
sideration of the vote whereby the Order was adopted, 
which motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Orcutt, of Chelsea, the Petition of 
Josiah G. Handy and others, was taken from the files and 
recommitted to the Committee on Fisheries.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Holbrook, of Braintree, it was 
ordered that when this House adjourns, it be to meet 
to-morrow morning at ten o'clock.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, offered the following Order:

Ordered, That on motions of reconsideration, no mem
ber of this House shall speak more than once on each 
side of the question, and that the time occupied by each 
member shall be limited to ten minutes.

Laid ever, under the Rule.

Mr. Williams, from the Committee on Agriculture, on 
the Resolve in favor of the State Farm at Weslboro’, re
ported that the Resolve ought to pass.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, from the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of Albert 
Bowker and Joshua Bates, reported
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A Bill to authorize Albert Bowker and Joshua Bates 
to build and extend their wharves.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, the Report 
of the Committee on Elections, on the Petition of Ed
ward W. Blinks and William M. Cornell, was discharged 
from the Orders of the Day, and accepted.

Papers from the Senate.

The Report of Charles Marston, Treasurer of the 
Marshpee and Herring Pond Indians, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, in concur
rence.

The following Order was referred to the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, in concurrence :—

Ordered, That the Bank Commissioners be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to examine into the doings of the 
various banks of this Commomvealth, with a view to dis
cover any transactions of the officers of said banks, where
by there has been secured to the bank on loans, a rate of 
interest beyond what is allowed by law, whether it be 
by giving checks in other places, at a rate of exchange
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beyond the market rates, or otherwise : and in all cases 
of a breach of the laws, to institute suits against said 
banks on behalf of the Commonwealth, and that the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth be directed to notify 
said Commissioners of the passage of this Order.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the several Petitions of 
Port H ill Corporation,
George C. Shat tuck,
Benjamin H. Brett and another, and 
Joseph Friend and Company,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

L. Maynard and others,
Solomon Piper and others, and 
Aaron Smith and others.

The Reports, “ leave to withdraw,” on the several Pe
titions of

Benjamin Rockwood and others, and 
William Pomeroy and others,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Bills, “ Authorizing the County Commissioners
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of the County of Middlesex to lay out a Highway, and 
construct a Bridge over Malden River,”

“ To set off a part of the town of Boxford, and annex 
the same to the town of Groveland,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading

The Engrossed Bills, “ To incorporate the Bowdoin 
Literary Association of Dorchester,”

“ To amend an Act entitled an Act to authorize the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad Company to alter the con* 
struction of a Bridge and the location thereof, passed on 
the twenty-first day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 

five,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

“ Respecting Naturalization,” and

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Dan
vers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and to change the 
corporate name of the same,”

W hich severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and were sent t© 
the Senate.
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' The Engrossed Resolve, “ On the Petition of .John L. 

Priest and others,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Whis passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken np, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
the Bill “ In addition to an Act concerning the duties 
and rights of Jurors,” was refused a third reading. On 
motion of Mr. Hall, of Boston, the Previous Question 
was ordered, and the vote having been taken it was de
cided in the «negative, and the motion to reconsider was 
lost.

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Boston, the Orders of the 
Day were laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, under a sus
pension of the Rules, the vote whereby the House ac
cepted the Report of the Committee on Elections, was 
reconsidered. The question then recurred on the accept
ance of the Report. Mr. Hinds, of Boston, moved the 
Minori y Report of the Committee as a substitute for 
the Report. Pending the question, the further considera-
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tion thereof was specially assigned to Friday, at eleven 
o’clock, A. M.

The Orders of the Day were then taken np, the next 
matter being the “ Resolve providing for an Amendment to 
the Constitution relative to the Qualifications of Voters,” 
the question being on ordering the same to a third read
ing. The Resolve was amended on motion of Mr. Pike, 
of Newton. An amendment was offered by Mr. Hinds, 
of Boston, pending which, on motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Bosworth, of Boston, the doors were 
closed, and the Roll was called.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Conant, member from 

Scituate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Hero, of Milford, presented the Petition of A. C. 
Mayhew and others, for the abolition of the Police Court 
in the town of Milford.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Petition 
of 11. C. Kimball and others.

Mr. Miles, of Hubbardston, presented the Remonstrance 
of Lyman Woodward and others, citizens of the town of 

Hubbardston.

Mr. Mudge, of Petersham, presented the Remonstrance 
of Artemas Bryant and others, citizens of Petersham.

Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, presented the Remon
strance of W. S. Thurston and others, citizens of the 
town of Lancaster.

Severally against the Division of Worcester and Mid
dlesex Counties.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on
the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

54
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Mr. Follard, of Taunton, presented the Remonstrance 
of Silas Shepard and others ; also,

The Remonstrance of Edmund Baylies and others,

Severally against the passage of any law prohibiting 
the issue and circulation of bank notes of a less denomi
nation than five dollars.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Oliver, of South Reading, presented the Petition 
of George P. Burnham and others, for a Horse Railroad 
from Melrose to Malden.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Freeman, of Orleans, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen of the town of Eastham, for leave to build 
a bridge over Boat Meadow River, in the town of East- 
ham.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Robins, of Northbridge, presented the Petition of 
the Committees of the towns of Uxbridge and Northbridge, 
for the establishment of a division line between said 
towns.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston,

Ordered, the Senate concurring herein, That the sev
eral Committees of the Legislature, and the various de
partments of the government be directed to report to the 
Auditor of the Commonwealth, on or before the first day 
of April next, an estimate of the amount of all appro
priations that will be required for matters which they 
have respectively in charge for the current year.

Sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Board of In
surance Commissioners, in reply to an Order of the 
House of Representatives, o f February twenty-third, of 

the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, which 
was read and placed on file.

The Order of Mr. Devcreux, of Salem, of the sixth 
instant, relative to debate on motions to reconsider, was 
taken up and adopted.

Mr. Upham, of Dorchester, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote vvhertby the Order of Mr. Taft, of Worcester, 
of the sixth instant, relative to the selling of grain by 
weight, was adopted.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Sever, from the Committee on Finance, on the 
communication fiom the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the Com
mit ee on Public Build ngs, reported
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A Resolve relative to Repairs and Furniture for the 
State House.

Read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Fessenden, from the Committee on so much of 
the Governor’s Address as relates to districting the State 
and providing by general law for the election of county 
officers and clerks of courts, to whom was referred the 
Order of Mr. Brayton, of Fall River, of the sixth ultimo, 
relative to the election of Clerks of Police Courts, 
reported, that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.

The Remonstrance of C. Stearns and others, citizens 
of Ashburnham, and

The Remonstrance of A. G. H ill and others, citizens 
of Harvard, and

The Remonstrance of Calvin Haskell, and others,

W ere severally referred to the Joint Special Committee 
on the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

The Petition of Elias E. Davison, for liberty to fill up 
a wharf in South Bay,

W as referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.
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The Petition of Paoli Latlirop and others, in aid of 
the Petition of J. M. Blanchard and others,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Otis Clapp and others, for an Act of 
incorporation as the Massachusetts Savings Bank, to be 
located in the city of Boston,

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Petition of Sheiburn T. Morey, Constable of 
Gloucester, and

The Petition of George Lane, Constable of Glouces
ter, severally for an allowance of Fees,

Were referred to the Committee on Claims,

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth be directed to request of the President of 
the Western Railroad Corporation, a report for the infor
mation of the Legislature, concerning the number of suits 
at law that have been brought against said Corporation 
during the last seven years, the nature and result of each 
suit, so iar as the same has been tried and determined, 
both as to damage and loss, in all cases where the plain
tiffs have prevailed; and also, the condition of all such 
as are now pending, giving the names of the several 
plaintiffs, and the county in which the suits are b rough t; 
also,
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Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking 
consider the expediency of altering the nineteenth section 
of the thirty-sixth chapter of the Revised Statutes, so as 
to require all banks to elect twelve directors at their 
annual meetings ; also,

Ordered, That the time of return of the Order of No
tice on the Petition of the County Commissioners of the 
County of Bristol, asking for leave to loan money, &c., 
be extended to the twenty-seventh in stan t; also, that a 
publication of the same, in the Fall River Monitor, twice, 
shall be deemed sufficient, so far as that paper is con
cerned ; also,

Ordered, That the Petitions of
Gilman Day and others, and 
John W. W ork and others,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Committee 
on the Division of Worcester and Middlesex Counties ; 

also,

Ordered, That the Petitions of
Abel Prescott and others,
David Gore,
C. P. Judd and others,
L. Maynard and others, and 
Aaron Smith and others,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Com
mittee on Towns,
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The Reports “ leave to withdraw ” on the several Peti
tions of

The Quincy Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
The Fayette Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and
Elizur W right, relative to Life Insurance,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The House Bill in addition to several Acts to secure a 
Decennial Census and Statistical Information, came 
down from the Senate, passed to be engrossed, in con
currence, with an amendment, which was adopted, in con
currence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby the 
Order of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, relative to procuring 
a catalogue of papers in the public offices of England, 
relating to the history of this Commonwealth, was adopted. 
The vote was taken, and the motion was carried.

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 
Order, when, on motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, it 
was referred to the Committee on the Library.

Sent up for concurrence.

The unfinished business was then taken up, viz :— 
'I he Resolve providing for an Amendment to the Con-



428 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

stitution, relative to the Qualifications of Voters, (amend
ed,) the question being on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Hinds, of Boston, and then on ordering the Resolve to a 
third reading. The vote was taken, and the amendment 

rejected.

An amendment was then offered by Mr. Austin, of 
Boston, pending which, the Special Assignment was taken 
up, the same being the Report of the Committee on 
Elections, on the Petitions of Edward W . Hinks and 
William M. Cornell, the question being on the amend
ment offered by Mr. Hinds, of Boston, viz.: the substitu
tion of the Report of the Minority for that of the Ma
jority Report of the same committee.

On motion of Mr. Barney, of Nantucket, the Yeas 
and Nays were ordered, and the Roll having been called, 
it appeared that ninety-seven members had voted in the 
affirmative, and one hundred and thirty-six in the nega

tive, and the amendment' was rejected.

The question then recurred upon the acceptance of the 
Report, pending which,

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Phillips, of Danvers, presented the Remonstrance 
of E. W. Upton and one hundred and ninety-eight others, 
citizens of South Danvers, against the Petition for open
ing the connection with the Danvers Railroad.

Mr. Colton, of Longmeadow, presented the Petition of 
Seth P. Norton and others, in aid of the Petition of J. 
M. Blanchard and others.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 

Jacob Foss and others, in aid of the Petition of William 
F. Veazie.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Partridge, of Winchendon, presented the Petition 
of Elisha Murdock and others, legal voters of Winchen- 
don, in reference to the Free State citizens of Kansas.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Reso
lutions relative to the Territory of Kansas.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Remon
strance of Joseph Mayhew, against the Petition of C. F.
and E. R. Dunham.

55
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Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Goulding, of Athol, presented the Petition of 
George Farr and others, of Athol, in aid of the Petition 
of Gilman Day and others.

Mr. Partridge, of Winchendon, presented the Remon
strance of E. Murdock, Jr., and others, legal voters of 
Winchendon, against the Division of Worcester County.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
the Petition of Gilman and others.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Manson, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of 
the Mayor of Cambiidge, for an amendment to the City 

Charter.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Pollard, of Taunton,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of modifying or repealing the one 
hundredth chapter of the Statutes of the year one thou
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and report thereon.

On motion of Mr. Worcester, of Townsend,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judicary be re
quested to consider the expediency of repealing or amend-
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ing the two hundred and sixty-fourth chapter of the Acts 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
entitled an Act to amend the ninety-seventh chapter of 
the Revised Statutes relating to the exemption of Per
sonal Property of the Debtor, from levy on execution.

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery inquire into the expediency of so amending 
section third of chapter one hundred and eighty-nine, of 
the Acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two, that the evidence of debt against the estate of 
an insolvent debtor, may be delivered to the legal repre
sentative, or authorized agent of the party who proved 
the same.

Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Petition of A. C. Mayhew and others, 
for the abolition of the Police Court in the town of Mil
ford, was referred, on the seventh instant, to the Joint 
Special Committee on the Petition of II. C. Kimball and 
others. Under a suspension of the Rules, the motion was 
carried, and the Petition was laid on the table.

Also, the same gentleman moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Senate report “ leave to withdraw,” 
on the Petition of Elizur W right, relative to Life Insur-
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ance, was accepted, on the seventh instant. Motion placed 

in the Orders of the Cay.

On motion of Mr. Murdock, of Wareham,

Ordered, That the Committee on Fisheries consider 
the expediency of enacting a general law for the protec
tion of fish on the shores of the bays, in the harbors and 
in the ponds, rivers and brooks, of Massachusetts.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Johnson, from the Committee on Fisheries, on the 
Petition of Horace Collamore and others, of Pembroke, 

reported

A Bill relating to Fishways at the several Dams on 
Barker’s River, so called, in the town of Pembroke.

Mr. Gould, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of Shaw Norris, for leave 
to build a wharf, reported

A Bill to authorize Shaw Norris to build a wharf.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of Francis Small, for leave to extend his wharf, 

reported

A Bill to authorize Francis Small to extend his wharf.

Mr. W hitton, from the same committee, on the Petition
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of James W. Clark and others, ‘for an Act of incorpora

tion, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Framingham Hotel Company.

Mr. Austin, from the same committee, on the Petitions 

of John N. Swazey and James N. Buffum, reported

A Bill to authorize John N. Swazey to extend his 

wharf in Lynn.
m

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of H. F. Thomas and others, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Pacific Mutual Insurance 

Company.

Mr. Lamb, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of Mr. Dyer, of Boston, of the nineteenth of 
January, relative to the Hour of making W rits returna

ble in Justice and Police Courts, reported

A Bill relating to the Return of W rits in Civil Actions, 
before Justices of the Peace and Police Courts.

Mr. Devereux, from the same committee, on the Order 
of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, of the twenty-second ultimo, 
in relation to the Trustee Process, reported

A Bill in relation to the Trustee Process.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Austin, of Boston, from the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was recommitted 
the Senate Bill “ To incorporate the Williams House 
Company,” reported, that the same ought to pass with an 
amendment.

The Report was accepted and the amendment adopted, 
and the Bill was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, 
with the amendment, which w7a  ̂ sent up for concur
rence.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary- 
on the Senate Bill, “ Concerning the Vermont and Mas, 
saehusetts Railroad Company,” reported,

That the Bill ought to pass.

The Report was accepted, and the Bill read a second 
time, and ordered to a third reading.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Senate Bill, “ To prevent the evasion of the laws for the 
Suppression of Lotteries,” reported

The same in a new draft, with amendments.

The Bill w'as read a second time, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed.

Mr. Hale, from the Committee on the Library, on the 
Order of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, of the sixth instant,
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relative to procuring a catalogue of documents in the 
public offices of England, reported

“ A Resolve for procuring a catalogue of certain pa
pers in the public offices of England,” which was read, 

and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Cushing Burr and others, in aid of the 
Petition of Gilman Day and others, for a New County, 

and

The Petition cf Courfland Sanderson and others, of 
Phillipston, in aid of the same, and

The Remonstrance of Janies Stone and others, citizens 
of Phillipston, against the Division of Worcester and 
Middlesex Counties,

Were severally referred to the Joint Special Commit
tee on the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Severally in concurrence.

An Order of Notice (additional) was issued, in con
currence, on the Petition of Daniel P. Wise and others.

The Report “ inexpedient to legislate,” of the Com
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions, on the Order of 
Mr. Ereeland, of West Springfield, of the twenty-third
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ultimo, relative to the settlement and support of Luna
tics, was accepted, in concurrence.

The House non-concurred in the Senate reference of a 
Bill “ In  relation to Railroad Corporations ” to the Com
mittee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Bill “ Relating to the issuing of Bank Bills, and the 
rate of Interest to be paid to Banks by the Common
wealth,”

W as read and ordered to a second reading.

Bill “ Concerning the Metropolitan Railroad Com
pany,” was read, and referred to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals.

Bill “ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the Rocha 
Pond Meadow and Fishing Company in Edgartown,” on 
motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, under a suspension 
of the Rules, took its several readings, and passed to be 

engrossed, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Bray ton, of Fall River, the undebatable 
matters were first considered, in their order.

The Bills, “ In  addition to an Act entitled an Act to 
incorporate the Trinity Church in the town of Bridge- 
water,”
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“ To set off a part of the town of Boxford, and annex 
the same to the town of Groveland,”

“ In addition to an Act concerning Vacancies in School 

Committees,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 

third reading.

The Senate Bills,
\

“ To regulate the construction of Fish Weirs;”
O

“ To protect the Fisheries in Ipswich River, in the 
towns of Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield, Boxford and 
Middleton

“ 'In addition to an Act to incorporate the Young Men’s 
Library Association of Worcester,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence, and sent to the Senate.

The House Bills,

“ To accept the surrender of the Charter of the Rail
road Mutual Fire Insurance Company

“ To authorize Parker Burnham, Joseph B. Burnham, 
and Elias Burnham, to extend their Marine Railway

“ To incorporate the New England Railroad Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company;”
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“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the President 
and Directors of the Maverick Bank

“ To authorize John Pew to extend his wharf in Glou
cester Harbor,” and

The Resolves “ On the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Marshpee,” and

“ On the Petition of the Overseers of Poor of the 
town of Newbury,”

W ere severally read a third time, passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company,” was recommit
ted to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Orders of the Day were then laid on the table, 
and on motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston, under a sus
pension of the Rules, the vote whereby the “ Bill to 
incorporate the New England Railroad Mutual Fire In
surance Company,” was passed to be engrossed, was 
reconsidered. The question then recurred on passing the 
Bill to be engrossed.

The same gentleman then offered an amendment to the 
Bill, which was adopted, and the Bill, as amended, was 
again passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
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The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order of Mr' 
Taft, of Worcester, of the sixth instant, relative to the 
selling of grain by weight, was adopted, was lost.

The Kesolve, “ Providing for an Amendment to the 
Constitution relative to the Qualifications of Voters,” 
was then taken up, the question being first on the amend
ment of Mr. Austin, of Boston, and then on ordering the 
Resolve to a third reading; and the vote having been 
taken, the amendment vras adopted, and the Resolve, as 
amended, was ordered to a third reading.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill 
concerning the compensation of Bank Commissioners 
was refused a third reading, was, after debate, on motion 
of Mr. Freeman of Orleans, indefinitely postponed.

The Orders of the Day were laid cn the table, and

On motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.



.

*

■
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Hicks, of New Bedford, presented the Remon
strance of Luther G. Hewins and others, of New Bed
ford, against the passage of any Bill restricting the cir
culation of bank bills of a less denomination than five 
dollars.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking:.

Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown, presented the Petition 
of "William M. Wheildon and others, in aid of the Peti
tion of William F. Veazie.

Mr. Murdock, of Wareham, presented the Petition of 
Gustavus Parker and others, for extension of time in 
building the Plympton and Wareham Railroad.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen and others, of Topsfield, in aid of the Memo
rial of the Danvers Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

56
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Mr. Emerson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Luther Drew, for extension of his wharf.

Deferred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Haynes, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of 
the Gardner Library Association for an Act of incorpo

ration.

Deferred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Whitney, of Ashburnham, presented the Petition 
of Jerome W . Foster and others, of Ashburnham ;

Mr. Howes, of Dennis, presented the Petition of L. 

W . Partridge and others, of Doyalston ;

Mr. Smith, of Fitchburg, presented the Petition of 
Samuel Farrar and others, of Pepperell; also,

' The Petition of Elisha Garfield and others, of hitch- 

burg ;

Mr. Merriam, of Gardner, presented the Petition of
/

A. B. Jackson and others, of Gardner,

Severally in aid of the Petition of Gilman Day and 
others, for a New County.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Russell, of Worcester, introduced the following 
Order :—

Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it be to 
meet to-morrow at ten o’clock, and that be the hour of 
meeting until otherwise ordered, except on Mondays, when 
the House shall meet at eleven o’clock.

Laid over, under the Rule.

Papers from the Senate.
' , i

The Annual Report of the Librarian of the State Li
brary, was referred to the Committee on the Library.

The Petition of A. C. Carey, of Ipswich, for leave to 
build a Wharf, and

The Petition of Henry B. Blanchard and others, for 
an Act of incorporation as the Boston and Albany Steam
ship Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of Julius Uay and others, of W est Spring- 
field, in aid of the Petition of J. M. Blanchard and 
others, for a Railroad from Connecticut State Line to 
Springfield, and

The Petition of Park Warner, Isaac Morgan and 
others, citizens of Granby, in aid of the same,
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Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

An Order of Notice (additional) was issued, in concur
rence, on the Petition of Benjamin II. Breit and another.

Bill, in further addition to an Act in relation to Law 
Library Associations, was read, and referred to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

Bill, in addition to an Act entitled an Act to incorpo
rate the Mercantile Library Association, passed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, on motion 
of Mr. T. P. Hale, of Boston, under a suspension of the 
Rules, took its several readings, passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence, and was sent to the Senate.

The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Nut
ter, of Boston, on the Committee on the Resolutions rel
ative to Kansas Territory, in place of C. O. Rogers, of 
Boston, resigned.

On motion of Mr. Yose, of Boston, the Orders of the 
Day were then taken up, and the motion to reconsider 
the vote whereby the House accepted the Report “ leave 
to withdraw ” on the Petition of Elizur W right, relative 
to Life Insurance, was carried. The question then re-
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curved on the acceptance of the Report. Mr. C. Hale, of 
Boston, offered a Bill concerning Returns from Life Insu
rance Companies, as a substitute for the Report, pending 
which the whole subject was laid on the table, and the 

Bill ordered to be printed.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Order 
of Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, relative to furnishing pub
lic schools with books, was taken up, the question being 
on the acceptance of the same.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, offered a Bill as a substi
tute for the same, pending which, the whole subject was 
indefinitely postponed.

The Bill to repeal the four hundred and fifty-eighth 
chapter of the Acts of the year one thousand eight hun
dred and fifty-five, was taken up, read a third time, 
amended, and ordered to a third reading.

The Bill relating to the “ Venue of Certain Actions,” 
was read a third time, amended, and passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

The Engrossed Bills, “ In addition to an Act to incor
porate the Pocha Pond Meadow and Fishing Company 
in Edgartown,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)
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“ To authorize County Commissioners to administer 
Oaths and Affirmations,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

The Engrossed Resolve, “ Relating to the Massachu
setts Records,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,) 

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Walker, of Roxbury,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Remonstrance 

of Abraham Osborn, against the Petition of C. F. and 

E. R. Dunham.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Davis, of Royalston, presented the Remonstrance 
of Joseph Raymond, and other legal voters of Royalston.

Mr. "Whitney, of Westminster, presented the Remon
strance of William S. Bradbury and others, of W est
minster, severally against the Division of Worcester and 
Middlesex Counties.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Mr. Bowker, of Hopkinton, presented the Petition, of 
the Selectmen of Hopkinton, for a law requiring children 
from five to fifteen years of age to attend school.

Referred to the Committee on Education.
57
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Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ashley, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
Job T. Wilson, in relation to land escheated to the State.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Woodcock, of Leicester, presented the Memorial 
of Benjamin N. Bullock, for redress of grievances.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges 
consider the expediency of amending chapter two hun
dred and fifty-three of the Acts of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, that females on foot may be 
exempt from tolls.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Beal, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of providing by general law, as to 
the manner and period of the election, from time to time, 
of Senators to the Congress of the United States.

The Order of Mr. Russell, of Worcester, of the tenth 
instant, relative to the hour of meeting of the House, 
was taken up and adopted.
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On motion of Mr. Morrisy, of Nantucket, the Report 
of the Commissioners under the Resolve of one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, to examine the title to cer
tain lands in the town of Tisbury; and

The Report of the Commissioners appointed to deter
mine the boundary line between Gay Head and the town 

of Chilmark,

Were severally taken from the table, and referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Bliss, of Worcester, the Petition of 
E. F. Cutter, relative to the Territory of Kansas, was 
taken from the table, and referred to the Joint Special 
Committee on Resolutions relative to the Territory of 

Kansas.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Strickland, of Sandisfield, the Peti
tion of Samuel Jennison, Jr., for leave to sell Real Estate, 
was taken from the files, and recommitted to the Com

mittee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. S. O. Lamb, from the Committee on the J  udiciary, 
on the Order of Mr. Wells, of Stockbridge, of the 
eighteenth ultimo, relative to Fence Viewers, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
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Mr. Codman, from the same committee, on the Petition 
of N. F. Ackley and others, for regulating the fees of 
Registers of Deeds, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their 
Petition.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the inhabitants of the town of Halifax for 
the right of assessing money on the polls and estates of 
the inhabitants of the town of Halifax, to defray the 
expenses of transporting the mail, excepting the amount 
received from the General Government, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their 
Petition.

Mr. Lamb, from the same commi tee, on the Petition 
of Joel Potter and others, legal voters of the town of 
Sharon, for an Act enabling Town Treasurers to cancel 
and take up their bonds, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their 
Petition.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Order of Mr. W illard, of Harvard, of the sixteenth 
ultimo, relative to the taxation of Minors, reported,
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That it is “ inexpedient to legislate thereon.”

Severally accepted.

Mr. Johnson, from the Committee on Fisheries, on the 

several Petitions of
Edward T. Young,
Collins Howes, Jr.,
John Taylor,
Francis Nye, and 
George Eldridge and others, 

for leave to build fish weirs, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ilitchie, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, on the Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorpo
rate the Dorchester Avenue Railroad,” reported

The same Bill in a new draft. The Bill was read a 
third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con
currence.

Mr. Lamb, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Senate Bill, entitled, “ An Act to repeal chapter two 
hundred and thirty-eight, of the Acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six,” being an Act to 
regulate the assignment and distribution of the property 
of Insolvent Debtors, reported,
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That the same ought to pass.

The Bill was read a second time, and laid on the table.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Senate Bill “ In  addition to an Act to establish a State 
Reform School for Girls,” reported,

That the said Bill ought to pass.

Also, the same gentleman, from the same committee, 
on the Senate Bill to change the name of the State Re
form School for Girls, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

Mr. Story, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 
Order of Mr. Story, of Somerville, of January eleventh, 
relative to the Suppression of Horse Racing, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act suppressing Horse Racing, 
approved on the eighth day of April, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-six.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Order of Mr. Hinds, of Boston, of the fourteenth of Jan
uary, relative to the Superior Court, reported
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A Bill to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Superior 
Court of the County of Suffolk, and of the Court of 

Common Pleas.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Petition of Elisha Huntington and others, in rela
tion to the Kecords of the Northern District of Middlesex 
County, reported

A Resolve in relation to the Records of Middlesex 

County.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on 
the Petition of II. H. ITunnewell and others, for a change 
of the laws respecting landlord and tenant, reported

A “ Bill in addition to an Act respecting leasehold 
estates, St. 1847, Ch. 267.”

Mr. Gould, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of Zeno Crowell and 
others, reported

A Bill to authorize Zeno Crowell to build a wharf.

Mr. Johnson, from the Committee on Fisheries, on the 
Petition of James S. Chace and Edson V. Chace, for fur-
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ther protection to their oyster beds in Taunton Great 
River, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act entitled an Act authoriz
ing James S. Chace to plant oysters in Taunton Great 
River.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Henry Hastings and others, of Win
ch endon, and

The Petition of Benjamin Wyman and others, of 
Westminster, and

The Petition of William S. Clark and others, of Hub- 
bardston, and

The Petition of Calvin Phelps and others, of Lancas
ter, and

The Petition of Laban W. W right and others, of 
Ashby,

Severally in aid of the Petition of Gilman Day and 
others, for a New County,

W ere severally referred to the Joint Special Commit
tee on the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Severally in concurrence.
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Ordered, in concurrence, That the Joint Special Com
mittee on Hoads and Bridges be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of amending chapter two hundred and 
fifty-three of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three, relating to tolls on the Charles River and 
Warren Bridges, so that the driver of any team or vehicle 
used exclusively for carrying passengers, shall pay one 
cent toll for each person in such team or vehicle. Also,

Ordered, That the Joint Committee on Roads and 
Bridges inquire into the expediency of any further legis
lation in regard to the passage of the draws of Charles 
River and W arren Bridges.

The Reports, “ leave to withdraw,” on the several Pe
titions of

Field, Converse and Company and others, and
The Lexington and West Cambridge Railroad Company,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Reports, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Senate 
Order relative to the reappointment of Inspectors of the 
State Prison, and

On the Order of Mr. Baxter, of Quincy, of the eighteenth 
ultimo, relative to Passengers’ Fares on Railroads, and
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On the Order of Mr. Freeland, of Orleans, of the 
twenty-third ultimo, relative to Directors giving free 
passes over Railroads, where the State is a stockholder,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence. .

The Resolve, providing for an Amendment to the Con
stitution for Districting the State for the choice of Rep
resentatives to the General Court, was laid on the table.

Bill, “ To abolish the Police Court in the town of 

Blackstone,”

Was read and ordered to a second reading.

The Engrossed Bill, “ In  addition to an Act entitled 
an Act to incorporate the Mercantile Library Association, 
passed in the year eighteen hundred and forty-five,”

(W hich originated in the Senate,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
“ Resolve of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
providing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative 
to Eligibility to Office,” was read a third time, the ques
tion being on agreeing to the final passage of said Re-



TUESDAY, M ARCH 11, 1856. 457

solve, according to the requirements of the Constitution ; 
pending which, on motion of Mr. Dyer, of Boston, the 
further consideration of the same was postponed to Fri

day next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

The “ Resolve providing for an Article of Amendment 
to the Constitution relative to the Right of Suffrage,” was 
read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

The Resolve of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-six, providing for an Amendment to the Consti
tution relative to Eligibility to Office, was read a third 
time, the question being on agreeing to the passage 
of said Resolve, according to the requirements of the 
Constitution ; pending which, on motion of Mr. Fletch
er, of Lowell, the further consideration thereof was spe
cially assigned for Friday next, at one o’clock, P. M.

The Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the East 
Boston Free Bridge, was read a second time, the ques
tion being on ordering the Bill to a third reading. 
Amendments were offered by Mr. Emerson, of Boston, 
pending which, on motion of Mr. Orcutt, of Chelsea, the 
whole subject was recommitted to the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges.

“ Bill to allow the Suffolk Bank, in Boston, to increase 
their investment in Real Estate,” was read a second time,
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the question being on ordering the same to a third read
ing. After debate, the vote was taken, and the Bill was 
refused a third reading.

On motion of Mr. P. C. Jones, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.



W EEN ESD A Y , M ARCH 12, 1856. 459

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Pearce, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of 
E. H. Tracy and others, of Gloucester, for an Act of in
corporation for a Cemetery.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Poor, of Danvers, presented the Petition of James 
M. Collen and others, of South Danvers, to change the 
dividing line between Danvers and Salem. Also,

The Petition of Sidney C. Bancroft and others, of 
Salem, in aid of the same.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Worcester, of Townsend, presented the Remon
strance of the Town of Ashby, against the Division of 
Worcester and Middlesex Counties.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Peti
tion of Gilman Day and others.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
59
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Baze Norton and others, for the privilege of erecting a 
dam across the Lagoon Pond, in Edgartown, for the pur
pose of forming a perch and herring fishery.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Chapin, of Westfield, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen of Westfield, and the Trustees of Westfield 
Academy, and others, for a law authorizing said town to 
issue Scrip to aid in establishing an agricultural depart
ment in the aforesaid academy.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Story, of Essex, presented the Petition of John 
Prince and others, of Essex, to be incorporated as a 

Library Association.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of 
Thomas N. Chase and others, of Haverhill, that one-sixth 
of all tax may be lawfully assessed on the polls.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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On motion of Mr. Slade, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law, for the analyzing of Spirituous Liquors sold by Town 

and City Agents.

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of further legislation on the subject 
of Mortgages of Personal Property.

On motion of Mr. Whitney, of Ashburnham,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery inquire into the expediency of extending the powers of 
Selectmen or Overseers of Poor in binding out Minors, 
or causing them to be put under Guardianship.

Mr. Temple, from the Committee on Education, on 
the Senate Order relative to Libraries and Lyceums, re
ported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Littlefield, from the same committee, on the Order 
of Mr. Reed, of Newburyport, of the eighth ultimo, re
specting the age at which children are allowed to attend 
the Public Schools, reported,
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That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon,

Mr. Turner, from the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing, on the Order of Mr. Holbrook, of Braintree, of the 
twenty-first ultimo, relative to the Taxation of Deposits 
in Savings Institutions, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Phelps, from the same committee, on the Senate 
Order relative to the charging of Usurious Interest by 
the Banks, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
«

Mr. Thomas, from the same committee, on the Petition 
of Franklin Haven and others, relative to the pay of 
Bank Commissioners, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their Pe

tition.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Militia, on 
the Petition of Jonas W. Clark and others, for a charter 
to form a Military Company, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr.. Stoddard, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Petition of Cyrus Bancroft and others, relative to 
compelling Plaiulitfs in Civil Actions to give Bonds for 

costs, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Senate Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Proprietors of the Rural Cemetery, in Worcester, 

reported, *

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Ritchie, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, on the Senate Bill concerning the Metropolitan 
Railroad Company, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

Mr. Stoddard, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Petition of Boyd Howard; also, on the Order of 
Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, of the twenty-second of Janu
ary, rd  tive to amending the laws of Divorce, reported
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A Bill relating to Divorce.

Mr. Briggs, from the same committee, on the Petition 
of S. W arren Appleton, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act relating to Public Amuse
ments.

Mr. Strickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the Petition of Samuel Jennison, Jr., 
Guardian, reported

A Itesolve on the Petition of Samuel Jennison, Jr., 
Guardian. *

Mr. C. Hale, from the Committee on the. Library, on 
the Petition of the Society of the Cincinnati of Massa
chusetts, reported

A Ecsolve on the Petition of the Society of the Cin
cinnati of Massachusetts.

Mr. Pollard, from the Committee on Education, on the 
Petition of Stephen M. Weld and others, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Jamaica Plain Athenaeum.

H ie same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the School Committee of the town of W il
mington, for their proportion of the School Fund, re
ported
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“ A Resolve in favor of the Town of Wilmington.”

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the Selectmen of the town of Berlin for their 
proportion of the School Fund, reported

“ A Resolve in favor of the Town of Berlin.”

Sir. Temple, from the same committee, on the Petition 
of B. C. Marchant and others, for an additional sum of 
money for Educational purposes, reported

“ A Resolve in favor of the Chappequiddic Indians.”

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of Charles Marston, Treasurer of the Herring 
Pond Plantation, for aid for the School in the Indian 
District in that place, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Herring Pond Indians.

Sir. Johnson, from the Committee on Fisheries, on the 
Petition of Benjamin W . Miller, for the further protec
tion cf his Oyster Beds in Taunton Great River, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act entitled an Act authorizing 
Benjamin SV. Miller to plant oysters in Taunton Great 
River. Also,
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A Bill in addition to an Act, entitled, “ An Act author
izing Benjamin TV. Miller to plant oysters in Taunton 
Great River.”

Mr. Fessenden, from the Committee on Towns, on the 
Petition of E. A. Richards and others, praying to be set 
oif from the town of Braintree to the town of Quincy, 
reported

A Bill to set off a part of the Town of Braintree, and 
annex the same to the Town of Quincy.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Pollard, of Taunton, the Bill to 
prevent the evasion of the Laws for the Suppression of 
Lotteries, was taken from the table and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of James W. Pattillo and others, for an 
allowance of fees for services as witnesses in certain 
cases under the law of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two, relating to the Manufacture and Sale of Intox
icating Liquors, and

The Pet tion of Henry Dennis, a' Deputy Sheriff of 
Essex County, for an allowance of fees for services ren
dered by him under the same law,
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Were severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

The Remonstrance of Frederick Parker and others, of 

Templeton, and

The Remonstrance of Henry Smith and others, of 

Templeton, and

The Remonstrance of Joseph Raymond and others, of 
Royalston, severally against the Division of Worcester 
and Middlesex Counties, were severally referred to the 
Joint Special Committee on the Petition of Gilman Day 

and others.

The Petition of the Selectmen and others, of Boxford, 
in aid of the Memorial of the Danvers Railroad Com
pany, was referred to the Committee on Railways and 

Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition 
of B. T. Ricketson for a renewal of the Charter of the 
Pacific Mutual Insurance Company, of New Bedford, 
was accepted, in concurrence.

The Bill authorizing the United States Chemical 
Manufacturing Company to change their name and 
location, was read and ordered to a second reading.
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A communication was received from His Excellency 
the Governor, by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
covering a communication from Colonel Thayer, of the 
United States Corps of Engineers, relative to a cession of 
jurisdiction on the part of the State to the General Gov
ernment, of certain lands situated in the city of New 
Bedford, on which it is contemplated to erect fortifications 
for the defence of that city.

The Engrossed Bills, “ To protect fisheries in Ipswich 
River, in the towns of Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield, 
Boxford, and Middleton,”

(W hich originated in the Senate,)

“ In addittion to several Acts to secure a Decennial 
Census and Statistical Information,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

Ih e  Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
first matter, viz. : “ Bill in addition to an Act concerning 
Beaches in the town of North Chelsea,” was read a second 
time, the question being on ordering the Bill to a third 
reading ; pending which, on motion of Mr. Fenno, of 
North Chelsea, the Bill was laid on the table.
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The Bill, to prevent Bank Officers from Voting by 
Proxy, was read a second time, the question being on 
ordering the same to a third reading; pending which, on 
motion of Mr. Thurston, of Lancaster, the Bill was re
committed to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Bill, in addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Bank of Mutual Redemption, (amended,) was read a 
third time, the question being on passing the same to be 
engrossed. The Bill was further amended in the sixth 
section, on motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem, and 
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with the amend
ments, which were sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, to incorporate the Female Benevolent Society, 
at South Danvers, was read a second time and ordered to 
a third reading.

The Report of the Committee on Elections, on the 
Petition of Edward W. Ilinks and William M. Cornell, 
was next taken up, the question being on the acceptance 
of the same, pending which, on motion of Mr. Weeks, 
of Lowell, it was ordered, that when the question is 
taken, it be taken by Yeas and Nays. Mr. Thayer, of 
Boston, moved the indefinite postponement of the whole 
subject, and upon this question, on motion of Mr. Briggs,
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of Pittsfield, the Yeas and Nays were ordered; and 
pending \\ hich, Mr. Emerson, of Boston, moved to lay 
the Report upon the table. Upon this question, also, 
the Yeas and Nays were ordered, on motion of Mr. 
Briggs, of Pittsfield, and the Roll having been called, it 
appeared that eighty-one members had voted in the 
affirmative, and one hundred and forty-four in the 
negative, and the motion to lay on the table was lost.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Bagley, of Salisbury, presented the Remonstrance 
of Paul Bickford and others, against the Proprietors of 
the Essex Merrimack Bridge.

Mr. Low, of Manchester, presented the Petition of A. 
W. Smith and others, for leave to build a bridge across 
the tide waters of Manchester River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Tarbell, of Lunenburg, presented the Petition of 
S. H. Bailey and others, in aid of the Petition of Gilman 
Day and others, for a New County.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the Petition 
of Gilman Day and others.

Mr. Tenney, of Georgetown, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen and others, of Georgetown.

Mr. Jones, of Reading, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen and others, of North Reading, in aid of the
Memorial of he Danvers Railroad,

59
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Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
the President and Directors of the John Hancock Bank, 
for a modification of their charter, to allow them to re
move the location of their bank.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Loring, of Marlboro’, presented the Petition of 
the Board of Health, of the town of Marlboro’, for re
muneration for expenses incurred in maintaining a State 
pauper out of the almshouse.

Mr. Usher, of Lynn, presented the Petition of J. S. 
Jones, M. D., for compensation for medicines furnished 
the first regiment of infantry.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. French, of Stoughton, presented the Petition of 
Darius Littlefield and others, to set off a portion of 
Randolph, and annex the same to the town of Quincy.

Mr. Pratt, of Grafton, presented the Remonstrance of 
J. W. Slocumb and others, legal voters of the town of 
Grafton, against the Petition of Abraham Giace and 

others.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Kingsley, of Northampton,

Ordered, That the Petition of the Wardens of Trinity 
Church, in Bridgewater, be recommitted to the Com
mittee on Parishes and Religious Societies, with the 
accompanying papers.

On motion of Mr. Temple, of Framingham,

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be directed 
to consider the expediency of modifying or repealing 
chapter one hundred and fifty-three of the Acts of one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing, on the Order of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, of the 
ninth ultimo, concerning a Reserve Fund from the Bank 
Tax, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
Mr. Reed, from the Committee on Public Charitable 

Institutions, on the several Petitions of 
Wendell Phillips and others,
W. D. G. McVey and others,
Solomon Lincoln and others,
Catharine S. Brown, and 
Samuel II. Ileywood,
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Severally for the establishment of an Asylum for Ine
briates, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.

Severally sent tip for concurrence.

Mr. Yose, from the Committee on Public Buildings, 
on the Keport of the Commissioners on the Enlargement 
of the State House, reported

A Resolve relative to the Enlargement of the State 
House.

Under a suspension of the Rules, on motion of Mr. 
Austin, of Boston, the Resolve was read three times, 
passed to be engrossed, and was sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ritchie, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, on the Petition of the Boston, Bane and Gardner 
Railroad Corporation, reported

A Bill concerning the Boston, Barre and Gardner Rail
road Company. Also,

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the Amherst and Belchertown Railroad Com
pany, reported
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A Bill to extend the time for locating and construct- 
ing the Amherst and Belchertown Railroad.

Mr. Con ant, from the Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies, on the Petition of the Fourth Congrega
tional Precinct, in Rochester, reported

A Bill to change the corporate name of the Fourth 
Congregational Precinct in Rochester, and for other pur
poses.

Mr. Ritchie, from the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, on the Petition of the Rockport Railroad Com
pany, reported

A Bill to extend the time for locating and constructing 
the Rockport Railroad.

Mr. Potter, from the Committee on Mileage, on the 
Order of Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, of the fifteenth of 
January, reported

A Resolve providing for the pay of the Council, Sen
ate and House of Representatives.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The communication of Ilis Excellency the Governor, 
received yesterday, was read and referred to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of James Ritchie and others, for an Act 
of incorporation for a lecture hall in Roxbury, was re
ferred to the Committee on Education.

The Petition of Joseph Wetherbee and others, for an 
Act of incorporation as the First Baptist Society in East 
Abington, was referred to the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies.

The Petition of Joseph L. Drew and others, asking to 
be incorporated as a Mutual Fire Insurance Company, in 
the city of Boston, was referred to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Remonstrance of Paul Garfield and others, of 
Princeton, against the Petition of Gilman Day and 
others. A so,

The Petition of T. Everett and ethers, of Princeton, 
and

The Petition of Stillman Wetherbee and others, of 
Harvard,

Severally in aid of the Petition of Gilman Day and 
others,

Were severally referred to the Joint Special Committee 
on the Petition of Gilman Day and others.
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The Petition of Lewis Aiken, to be paid for work on 
the State House, was referred to the Committee on 

Claims.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Edward W. Howland and others,
Daniel B. Eddy and others,
The Selectmen of Wellfleet,
The Selectmen of Eastham,
Samuel Burdon and others, and 
The Committee of the towns of Uxbridge and 

Northbridge.

The Peport, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petitions of 

Benjamin Blackford and others, and 
Theodore Drew and others,

Was accepted, in concurrence.

Bill, to incorporate the Webster Institute in the city 
of Cambridge, was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

The Bill, authorizing the County Commissioners of the 
County of Norfolk to construct a bridge across the Bos
ton and New York Central Railroad, in Dorchester, was 
read and ordered to a second reading.
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The House Bill, “ In  addition to an Act relating to 
Savings Banks,” came down from the Senate, passed to 
be engrossed, in concurrence, with an amendment, which 
was adopted, in concurrence.

Subsequently, Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, moved a recon
sideration of the vote, which motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day,

The Engrossed Bills,

“ To regulate the construction of fish weirs,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Young Men’s 
Library Association of Worcester,”

“ To incorporate the Williams House Company,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

“ To authorize Daniel Crowley to extend his wharf,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the unfinished business, viz. : Report of the 
Committee on Elections, on the Petition of Edward W. 
Hinks, and William M. Cornell, the question being first 
on the indefinite postponement of the whole matter,
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and upon which, the Yeas and Nays had been ordered. 
The Roll was called, and it appeared that one hundred 
and twenty members had voted in the affirmative, and 
one hundred and fifty-three in (he negative, so the 
motion to indefinitely postpone was lost. The question 
then recurred upon the acceptance of the Report, upon 
which the Yeas and Nays had been ordered, and the Roll 
having been called, it appeared that one hundred and 
fifty-six members had voted in the affirmative, and one 
hundred and eleven in the negative, and the Report 

was accepted.

Mr. Staples, of Concord, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House accepted the Report. Sub
sequently, Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, rose to a point of 
order, which point of order was, that the vote whereby 
the House had accepted the Report of the Committee, 
having been once reconsidered, a motion to reconsider 
was not in order. The Speaker, (Mr. Littlefield, of 
Foxboro’, in the chair,) decided that the point of order 
was well taken, and that the motion of the gentleman 
from Concord, was not in order.

The Resolves, “ On the Petition of James \V. Richard
son,”

“ Relative to repairs and furniture for the State House,”
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“ For procuring a catalogue of certain papers in the 
Public Offices in England,” and

The House Bills, “ To authorize Albert Bowker and 
Joshua Bates to build and extend their wharves,”

“ Relating to the return of writs before Justices of the 
Peace and Police Courts,” and

The Senate Bill, “ Authorizing the County Commis
sioners of the County of Middlesex to lay out a high
way and construct a bridge over Malden River,”

W ere severally read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading.

The Resolve in favor of the State Farm at Westboro’, 
was read a second time, the question being on ordering 
the Bill to a third reading. Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, 
moved that the Bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Finance, pending which, on motion of Mr. Pike, of New
ton, the whole subject was laid on the table.

The Bill relating to the Trustee Process was read a 
second time, the question being on ordering the same 
to a third reading, pending which, on motion of Mr. 
Briggs, of Pittsfield, the Bill was recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Burbank, of Boston, the Orders of 
the Day were laid on the table, and on motion of Mr.
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Fletcher, of* Lowell, the twenty-second Rule of the Rules 
and Orders, which requires that “ when a motion for re
consideration is decided, that decision shall not be recon
sidered, and no question shall be twice reconsidered,” was 
suspended.

Mr. Pool, of Abington, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House accepted the Report of the Com
mittee on Elections, on the Petition of Edward W . Hinks 
and William M. Cornell, which motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Worcester, of Townsend,

The House

Adjourned.





FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 1856. 483

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Parker, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of 

S. S. Shattuck and others, citizens of Pepperell ;

Mr. Mudge, of Petersham, presented the Remonstrance 
of W. W. Loring and others.

Mr. Worcester, of Townsend, presented the Remon
strance of Charles Chandler and others, of Shirley,

Severally against the Division of Worcester and Mid
dlesex Counties, and the Petition of Gilman Day and 
others,

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
the Petition of Gilman Day and others.

Mr. Poor, of Danvers, presented the Remonstrance o f 

William Cutler and others, citizens of South Danvers, 
against the Petition of James Culler and others, fo r

change ot line between South Danvers and Salem.
60
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Mr. Pratt, of Grafton, presented the Remonstrance of 
Horace Batchelder and others, legal voters of Grafton. 
Also,

The same gentleman presented the Remonstrance of 
Luke Leland and others, of Grafton, severally against 
the Petition of Abraham Chace and others, for a New 
Town.

Mr. Wilkinson, of Dedham, presented the Petition of 
the Overseers of the Poor of the town of Dover, for pay 
for the support of State Paupers.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Reed, of Newburyport, presented the Petition of 
John Porter and others, of Newburyport, and

Mr. Lunt, of Newbury, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen and others, of Newbury, severally in aid of 
the Memorial of the Danvers Railroad Company.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
George W. Rice and others, in aid of the Petition of J. 
M. Blanchard and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Chapin, of Westfield, presented the Remonstrance 
of Samuel Williston and others. Also,

The Remonstrance of the Town of Westfield, severally 
against the Petition of James M. Blanchard.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, and ordered to be printed.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Burbank, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, for a suitable 
room for his labors, and the proper care and custody of 
the Documents of the House.

Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings.

Mr. Crocker, of Barnstable, presented the Petition of 
Peter L. Foller and others, of the Marshpee Tribe of In 
dians, for an alteration of the laws in relation to Voting 
in District Affairs in Marshpee.

Mr. Pike, of Newton, presented the Petition of Thomas 
Keyes and others, that Juries may fix the sentence in 
criminal cases. Also,

The Petition of George W. Searle and others, that the 
Superior Court of the city of Boston, and the Court of 
Common Pleas, shall have concurrent jurisdiction with 
the Supreme Judicial Court, in the matter of W rits of 
Habeas Corpus. Also,

I  he Petition of Samuel Eldridge and others, that par
ties may be competent as Witnesses in civil and criminal 
cases. Also,
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The Petition of George W . Adams and others, that 
every adult citizen shall be eligible as a juror.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Phelps, of Springfield,

Ordered, That the Petition of J. M. Blanchard and 
others, and the Petitions in aid thereof; also, the Affida
vits put in the case by the petitioners, be printed.

On motion of Mr, Robinson, of Mansfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the third section of 
the one hundred and fifty-ninth chapter of the Acts of 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, as to make 
Certificates of Marriages returnable to the city or town 
clerks who issued the same, and report by Bill, or other
wise.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Reading,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be re
quested to consider the expediency of so far amending 
the statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, as to no 
longer make it obligatory on Towns to support at least 
one agency for the sale of Liquors.

On motion of Mr. Bliss, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance report to 
this House the items of expenditure incurred in furnish-
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ing of the State House, and so far as they can be 

ascertained, the causes of the excess of the expenditure 
over the appropriations.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston,

Ordered, That when this House adjourn, it be 
adjourned to eleven o’clock, A. M., to-morrow, and that 
that be the hour of meeting hereafter.

On motion of Mr. Parsons, of Northampton,

Ordered, That the Committee an Agriculture inquire 
whether any legislation is necessary, concerning the 
irrigation of land for Agricultural purposes, and report 
by Bill or otherwise.

Sent up for concurrence.

Weeks, of Lowell, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule.

Ordered, I hat the Secretary of the Commonwealth be 
instructed to furnish each member of the present Legis
lature, and each member of tire Executive Department, 
with one copy of the Records of the Colony of New 
1 1}mouth ; also, one copy of the first five volumes of the 
Massachusetts General Court Records, at the expense of 
the Commonwealth.
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Mr, Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Bill to enable parties in civil actions to be witnesses 
therein, reported,

That the Bill ought to pass.

On motion of Mr. Pike, of Newton, the further con
sideration thereof was specially assigned for Friday next, 
at one o'clock, A. M.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Order of Mr. Beed, of Newburyport, of January twenty- 
first, respecting the velocity of railroad trains, when 
crossing bridges, reported,

That the same he referred to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals. The Report was accepted, and the 

Order sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Devereux, from the same committee, on the Order 
of Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, of January nineteenth, relative 
to Lottery and Gift Enterprises, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Mr. Flail, from the Committee on Banks and Banking, 
on the Senate Order relative to the amount of specie to 
be kept on hand by banks, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
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Mr. Thayer, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, on the Petition of the Trustees of the State 
Lunatic Hospitals, for a more just and equal compensa
tion for the support of State Lunatic Paupers, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally accepted.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on Education, on the 
Petition of Henry A. Langley and others, of Belcher- 
town, for their proportion of the School Fund, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Town of Belchertown.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on an Order relative to the expediency of further legis
lation in relation to Mortgages of Personal Property, re
ported

A Bill in addition to an Act concerning Mortgages of 
Personal Property.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Bills in a Third 
Reading, on the Resolve on the Petition of James W. 
Richardson, reported
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The same Bill in a new draft.

The Bill was read a third time, passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Briggs, of Pittsfield, the

Bill “ Relating to the issuing of Bank Bills, and the 
rate of Interest to be paid to Banks by the Common
wealth,”

W  as discharged from the Orders of the Day, and spe
cially assigned for consideration on Wednesday next, at 
eleven o’clock, A. M.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the Resolve providing for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion, relative to Eligibility to Office, having arrived, the 
same was, on motion of Mr. Beal, of Boston, postponed 
for thirty minutes.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of Sumner Sargent and others, of Boston, 
for an Act of incorporation for the purpose of manufac
turing locomotive boilers and other articles of wood and 
iron, was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of Ichabod Morton, for the establish
ment of State Scholarships for Females, was referred to 
the Committee on Education.
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The Petition of the Mayor of Roxbury for the dis
continuance of the burial grounds oq the corner of 
Washington and Eustis Streets, (taken from the files cf 
last year) was committed to the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies.

The Petition of Henry Crocker and others, in aid of 
the Petition of William F. Yeazie, was referred to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State 
Almshouse at Tewksbury, and

The Annual Report of the State Almshouse at Monson,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions.

Severally in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Joint Standing Com
mittee on the Library be instructed to inquire as to what, 
if any, provisions can be made for a room adjoining the 
Library, for the use of the Secretary of the Board of 
Education, the Librarian, and the Committee on Educa
tion and on the Library.

An Order of Notice (additional) was issued, in concur
rence, on the Petition of David Gore, of Hopkinton.
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The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Senate 
Order, instructing the Bank Commissioners to inquire 
into certain transactions of the banks in the Common
wealth. Also,

On the Senate Order, relative to banks electing twelve 
Directors at their annual meetings. Also,

On the Senate Order, relative to inquiring of such 
Banks as petition for an increase of capital as to their 
practice of loaning money out of the State, &c. Also,

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
Matthew Hooper and others, of Danvers,

Were severally accepted.

Severally in concurrence.

Mr. Cole, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House, yesterday, ordered to a third 
reading, the Bill to authorize Albert Bowker and Joshua 
Bates to build and extend their wharves.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
the House accepted the Report of the Committee on 
Elections, on the Petition of Edward W. Hinks and 
William M. Cornell.
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Mr. Justin Jones, of Boston, rose and proceeded to 
address the House.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, rose to a point of Order,
which point of Order was, that the acceptance of the Report
aforesaid had declared that Mr. J. Jones was not entitled
to his seat, and that therefore it was not in order for the 
•
gentleman to speak on the floor of the House, without 
leave having been first granted him by the House, and 
he therefore moved that the Report be laid upon the table.

The vote was taken, and the motion was carried.

On motion of Mr. Beal, of Boston, the Special Assign
ment w7as taken up, the same being the Resolve provid
ing for an Amendment to the Constititution relative to 
Eligibility to Office; and on motion of the same gentle
man, the further consideration of the same was specially 
assigned for Tuesday next, at twelve o’clock, M.

Mr. "\ ose, of Boston, rose to a point of order, which 
point of order was : 1 hat the motion of Mr. Devereux, 
of Salem, to lay the Report of the Committee on Elec
tions, on the Petition of Edward W. Ilinks and William 
M. Cornell, on the table, was out of order, the gentleman 
having raised a point of order, which must first be decided
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before any other business is entertained, and that con
sequently the motions entertained by the Chair were 
null and void.

The Speaker decided that the point of order was well 
taken, and that the subject before the House was the 
point of order, raised by the gentleman from Salem, Mr. 
Devereux. •

Mr. Devereux withdrew his point of order, and the 
question then recurred upon the reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House accepted the aforesaid Report 
of the Committee on Elections, and the vote having been 
taken, it was decided in the affirmative, and the recon
sideration was carried. The question then recurred upon 
the acceptance of the Report, pending which, on motion 
of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, the same was recommitted 
to the Committee on Elections.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House 
concurred in the Senate amendment to the Bill in addi
tion to an Act relating to Savings Banks, was carried, 
and on motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, the House 
non-concurred in the said amendment.

The Bills, “ To incorporate the Pacific Mutual Insur

ance Company,”
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“ To authorize John N, Swazey to extend his wharf in 

Lynn,”

“ To incorporate the Framingham Hotel Company,”

“ To authorize Francis Small to extend his wharf,”

“ To authorize Shaw Norris to build a wharf,”

“ Relating to the several Fishways in the several dams 
on Barker’s River, so called, in the town of Pembroke,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading.

The Bill concerning the Vermont and Massachusetts 
Railroad was read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Resolve providing for an Amendment to the Con
stitution relative to the Qualification of Voters, (amend
ed,) was read a third time, the question being on agree
ing to the passage of the same, according to the require
ments of the Constitution. The Resolve was further 
amended, on motion of Mr. Pike, of Newton. The ques
tion having been stated, the Roll was called, and the 
Speaker (Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,in the chair,) declared 
that the Resolve was not agreed to, the requisite number 
not having voted in favor thereof. Subsequently the 
Speaker announced to the House that the Clerk had dis-
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covered an error in the result as before declared. The 
Eoll was read to verify the vote.

Mr. Pool, of Abington, rose in his seat and requested 
to change bis vote from the negative to the affirmative.

The Speaker decided that the gentleman could not so 
change his vote, the result having been once declared, 
and the Speaker having only the right to correct a 
clerical error.

Mr. Yose, of Boston, rose to a point of order, which 
point of order was, that members have the right to 
change their votes until the result was declared.

The Speaker reaffirmed his decision.

Mr. Swallow, of Boston, appealed ; pending which, 
Mr. V ose, of Boston, withdrew his point of order.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, renewed the point of order.

Subsequently, Mr. Swallow withdrew his appeal, which 
appeal was renewed by Mr. Menvin, of Boston, and the 
question having been stated, “ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House V' the vote 
was taken, and the Chair was sustained.
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The Speaker then proceeded to declare the vote, and 
it appeared that one hundred and eighty-eight members 
had voted in the affirmative, and ninety-four in the nega
tive ; and two-thirds of the members present and voting 
thereon, having voted in favor thereof, according to the 
requirements of the Constitution, said Resolve and 
Article of Amendment are agreed to, as amended, and the 
same referred to the General Court next to be chosen.

Said Resolve and Article of Amendment were as 
follows, viz. :—

Co m m o n w e a lth  of M assachusetts .

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six.

R E S O L V E

Providing for an Amendment to the Constitution, rela
tive to the Qualification of Voters.

Resolved, Ey both Houses, the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senators and two-thirds of the 
members of the House of Representatives, present and 
voting thereon, that it is expedient to alter the Constitu
tion of this Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined 
Article of Amendment, and that the same as thus agreed 
to, be entered on the Journals of the two Houses, with
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the Yeas and Nays taken thereon, and referred to the 
General Court next to be chosen ; and that the same be 
published ; to the end that if agreed to by the General 
Court next to be chosen, in the manner provided by the 
Constitution, it may be submitted to the people for their 
ratification, in order that it may become part of the Con
stitution of this Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment.

No person shall have the right to vote, or be eligible 
to oifice under the Constitution of this Commonwealth, 
who shall not he able to read the Constitution in the 
English language, and write his name.

Provided, however, That the provisions of this Amend
ment shall not apply to any person prevented by a physi
cal disability from complying with its requisitions, nor to 
any person who now has the right to vote, nor to any 
persons who shall be sixty years of age, or upwards, at 
the time this Amendment shall take effect

The Yeas and Nays on agreeing to the foregoing Re
solve and Article of Amendment, are as follows :—
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Messrs. Abercrombie 

Allen, J. 

Allen, S. 

Arnold 

Ashley 

Austin 

Babcock 

Bagley 

Barrows 

Batchelder, G. 

Batchelder, S. 

Baxter, W. W. 

Beal, J. H. 

Belden 

Blair 

Blake 

Bliss 

Blood 

Bosworth 

Bowker 

Boyce 

Brayton 

Briggs, E . 

Briggs, H. S. 

Burtt 

Calef

Chamberlain 

Child, A.

Child, W . P. 

Clapp 

60*

Yeas.
Messrs. Clifford 

Coburn 

Cole, M. 

Colton 

Conley 

Crocker 

Crosby 

Curtis 

Davenport 

Davis, J. 

Devereux 

Dewey 

Dunton 

Dupee 

Dyer, D. 

Earl 

Em ery 

Endicott 

Estes 

Evans 

Felch 

Fenno 

Fessenden 

Flagg 

Fletcher 

Floyd 

Ford 

Foster 

Freeman 

French



500 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOU&E,

Messrs. Fuller 

Gale 

Gavitt 

Gay 

Gilbert 

Godfrey 

Goff 

Gould 

Goss 

Gray, E .

Gray, J.

Guilford

H ager

Hall, S. W .

Hammond, A. B.

Hammond, D.

Hammond, E.

Hard

Harding

Hartwell

Haynes

Healy

Hero

Herrick

Heustis

Hills

Holbrook, A.

H om er

Howes

Huse

Ingalls

Ingraham

Messrs. Johnson, J. P.

Johnson, W . F. 

Jones, P. C. 

Keith, E .

Keith, P.

Leach 

Lewis, D. J. 

Lewis, J. S. 

Lincoln

Loring, Harrison

Lovett

Low

Luscomb

Manning

Mansfield

Manson

Mayhew

Mayo

Merriam

Miles

Mixter

Morrill

Murdock

Nye

Oliver

Orcutt

Paine

Parsons, E . T.

Partridge

Pearce

Phelps, H. Jr. 

Phelps, S. H.
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Messrs. Pike

Pitman

Plummer

Pollard

Porter

Potter

Pratt, C. M.

Pratt, J., 2d.

Putnam

Reed

Rhoades

Robbins

Robinson, E . R. 

Robinson, S. W. 

Roby 

Rockwood 

Rogers, C. 0 . 

Russell, J. W . 

Sawyer, J ., 2d. 

Shaw 

Slade

Smith, B. M. 

Smith, H.

Smith, S. H. Jr., 

Smith, W.

Snow

Southworth 

Sparrell 

Stand ish 

Staples 

Stone 

Story, I.

Messrs. Story, S.

Strickland

Swan

Taft, C. A. 

Tagart 

Taylor, C. J. 

Taylor, C. 

Tarbell

Tem ple, J. H.

Tenney, J.

Thayer

Thatcher

Thacher

Thaxter

Tidd

Towne

Turner

Upham

Upton

Usher

Vose

W arner

W eeks

Weld

Wells

W heeler, A. B. 

W heeler, L. 

White, T . S. 

W hitney, 0 . ,  Jr, 

Whiton 

Wilcox

Williams, P. S.
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N ays.

Messrs. Adams, L. 

Andrews 

Armington 

Baker 

Baldwin 

Barney 

Bates 

Brown 

Burbank 

Burrill 

Case 

Chapin 

Cole, S.

Conant

Converse, A. L. 

Converse, W . B. 

Cooley 

Crane 

Crossman 

Davis, A.

Dean

Dennie

Eastm an

Emerson

Faulkner

Freeland

Frye

Gardner

Gordon

Goulding

Messrs. H ale, C.

H ale, T . P.

H all, F .

Handley

Haviland

Flicks

Hinds

Howard

Jacobs

Jenkins

Jones, Jon.

Kingsley

Knight

Lamb

Lawrence, A. F

Loring, Hollis

Lunt

Marble

Merwin

Morrisy

Mudge

Nelson

Newhall

Nickerson

Nutter

Parsons, S. L.

Phillips

Pomeroy

Pool

Poor
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Messrs. Pratt, A,. Jr. 

Pratt, I.

Rice

Robinson, W .

Russell, G. W .

Sawyer, M., 2d.

Sears

Sever

Shepard

Smith, M.

Stebbins

Stevens

Stoddard

Stratton

Swallow

Taft, P. W .

Taggart

On motion,

Messrs. Thurston 

Tilton 

Titcomb 

Walker 

Ward 

Warren 

Webb 

Webber 

West 

Weston 

W hite, M. 

W hitney, H. G. 

Wilkinson 

Williams, J. O. 

Wood 

Woodcock 

Worcester

The House

503

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Jones, member from Reading.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, presented the Petition of Samuel 
Gregg and others, for an Act of incorporation for a Ho
moeopathic Medical Society, of Massachusetts. Also,

The Petition of John PI. Wilkins and others, for an 
Act of incorporation for a Homoeopathic Medical Dis

pensary.

Severally referred to the Committee on Public Char
itable Institutions.

Mr. Johnson, of Provincetown, presented the Petition 
of J. E. Bowley and others, of Provincetown, for an ex
tension of time for paying in the capital stock of the 

American Insurance Company.

Mr. Hicks, of New Bedford, presented the Remon
strance of Joseph V. Kelley, against the Petition of C. 
F. and E. R. Dunham, of Edgartown, in relation to ex
tension of their wharf.

* Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile
Affairs and Insurance.

61
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Mr. Lamb, of Greenfield, presented the Account of 
the Overseers of the Poor of the town of Shelburne, for 
the support of State Paupers.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Adjutant and 
Quartermaster-General, covering an estimate of the ex
penses of his Department for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

A communication was received from the President of 
the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company, covering the 
Report required by the Order of the House, of February 

fifteenth.

Referred to a Special Committee on the Troy and 

Greenfield Railroad.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Brayton, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery be instructed to consider and report the expediency 
of changing the time of holding a term of the Probate 
Court for the county of Bristol, from the first Tuesday of 
November, as now required by law, to the Friday next* 

after the first Tuesday in November.



SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1856. 507

On motion of Mr. Taft, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of amending the second section of 
the one hundred and sixty-seventh chapter of the Acts 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
relating to the Lists of Jurors,

On motion of Mr. Ashley, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges 
be instructed to consider the expediency of extending the 
po visions of the fifty-fifth section of the thirty-ninth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes to county and town roads.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Swan, of Williamstown,

Ordered, That the Bill in addition to an Act to incor
porate the Trinity Church in the town of Bridgewater, 
be discharged from the Orders of the Day and recom
mitted to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies, for further consideration.

Mr. Crane, from the Committee on Leave of Absence, 
reported

Leave of absence to Mr. Parker, of Cambridge, for ten 
days from the fourteenth instant.

Accepted.
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Mr. Austin, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of W . R. Hazletine and 

others, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Boston and Kennebec Steam
boat Company.

Mr. Dyer, from the Committee on Claims, on the 
Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of the town of 
Huntington, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Town of Huntington.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Order of Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, of the fourteenth 
instant was taken up, the question being upon the 
adoption of the same.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, offered an amendment, and 
Mr. Burbank, of Boston, offered an amendment to the 
amendment, pending which, on motion of Mr. Devereux, 
of Salem, the Previous Question was ordered. The 
question then recurred on the amendment to the amend
ment, and the vote having been taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative, and the amendment was adopted. The 
question then recurred upon the amendment offered by 
Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, as amended, and the vote hav-
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ing been taken, it was decided in the negative, and the 
amendment, as amended, was rejected.

The question then recurred on adopting the Order, and 
the vote having been taken, it was decided in the affirma
tive, and the Order was adopted.

Subsequently, Mr. Johnson, of Lowell, moved a recon
sideration of the vote, which motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Order of Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, 
relative to printing the Petition of J. M. Blanchard and 
others, and the Petitions and other Documents in aid of 
the same. Also,

The vote whereby the House voted to print the Re
monstrances of Samuel Williston and others, and the 
Town of Westfield, against the same.

Under a suspension of the Rule, the motions were .sev
erally considered, and the reconsideration carried.

The question then recurred on the motion to print, 
and the vote having been taken, it was decided in the 
negative.

Mr. Sever, of Boston, on leave, introduced a Resolve 
in favor of the widow of John V. Low, late assistant- 
messenger to the Governor and Council, deceased, which,
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under a suspension of the Buies, was read three times, 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Besolve, in favor of the widow of 
John Y. Low, late assistant-messenger to the Governor 
and Council, deceased,

(W hich originated in the House of Bepresentatives,)

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Besolve providing for an Amend
ment to the Constitution, relative to the Qualification of 
Voters, was passed and referred to the General Court 
next to be chosen, according to the requirements of the 
Constitution, which motion was placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of A. B. Shedd and others, in aid of the 
Petition of William F. Veazie, was referred to the Com
mittee on Bailways and Canals, in concurrence.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of A. C. Carey.
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Ordered, in concurrence, that the several Petitions of

The Essex Merrimack Bridge Company,
The Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation,
The Proprietors of the Lawrence Bridge,
The Mayor of the City of Boston, relative to 

Albany Street,
J. W . W alcott and others, and 
W. N. Ellis and others,

be taken from the files, and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Roads and Bridges. Also,

Ordered, That the several Petitions of 

David Low,
C. P. and E. It. Dunham,
J. Curtis and others,
S. Piper, and
B. PI. Breit and another,

be taken from the files, and recommitted to the Commit
tee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” of the Committee 
on Manufactures, on the several Petitions of 

J. P. Jewett and others,
to be incorporated as the American Stereotype Company,



512 JO U RN A L OF T H E  HOUSE,

Oliver Estes and others,
to be incorporated as the Plymouth Zinc M ills;

Edward Earned and others,
for incorporation as the Taconic Woollen Mills ;

»

Edward Howard and others, 
to be incorporated as the Boston W atch Company, was 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

Bill, in addition to an Act to incorporate the Trustees 
of the Punchard Free School, in the town of Andover.

Bill, to set off a part of the town of Stoneham, and 
annex the same to the town of South Reading,

W ere severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Beal, of Boston, the Resolve of one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, providing for an 
Amendment to the Constitution relative to Eligibility to 
Office, question on agreeing to the final passage of the 
Resolve, as required by the Constitution, was discharged 
from the Orders of the Day, and specially assigned for 
consideration on Tuesday next, at twelve o’clock, M.

And on motion of the same gentleman, the Resolve of 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, providing for 
an Amendment to the Constitution relative to Eligibility 
to Office, (Senate, No. 42,) question on agreeing to the 
passage of the Resolve, as required by the Constitution,
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was discharged from the Orders of the Day, and specially- 
assigned for consideration on Thursday next, at twelve 

o’clock, M.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Brayton, of Boston, the undebatable mat
ters were first considered in their order.

The Bills, “ In  addition to an Act entitled an Act 
authorizing James S. Chace to Plant Oysters in Taunton 

Great River,”

“ To authorize Zeno Crowell to build a wharf,”

“ In  addition to an Act respecting Leasehold Estates, 
statute one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, 
chapter two hundred and sixty-seven,”

“ To abolish the Police Court in the town of Black- 

stone,”

“ Bill to incorporate the Jamaica Plain Athenaeum,”

“ Authorizing the United States Chemical Manufac
turing Company to change their name and location,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading.
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The Bill, to set off a part of the town of Braintree, 
and annex the same to the town of Quincy, was passed 
over.

The Committee on Bills in Third Reading, on Bill 
relating to Fishways in the several dams on Barker’s 
River, so called, in the town of Pembroke, reported,

That the same be recommitted to the Committee on 
Fisheries.

Accepted.

The Senate Bills, “ To set off a part of the town 
of Boxford, and annex the same to the town of Grove- 
land,”

“ In  addition to an Act to establish a State Reform 
School for Girls,”

“ To change the name of the State Reform School for 
Girls,”

“ To incorporate the Female Benevolent Society at 
South Danvers,”

“ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
of the Rural Cemetery in Worcester,”

W ere severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.
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The House Bills, “ To incorporate the Pacific Mutual 
Insurance Company,”

“ To authorize John N. Svvazey to extend his wharf in 

Lynn,”

“ To authorize Francis Small to extend his wharf,” 

“ To authorize Shaw Norris to build a wharf,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be en- 
rogssed, and sent up for concurrence.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Tilton, of Poston, pres°nted the Petition of Henry 
Frothingham, in aid of the Petition of the Proprietors of 
the Essex Merrimack Bridge.

Mr. Smith, of Truro, presented the Petition of Benja
min Allstrum, and Joseph L. McDonald and others, 
lemd voters of Trovincetown and Truro, that a Bridge 
may be built across the East Harbor in Barnstable.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 

Biidges.

Mr. Webber, of Marblehead, presented the Remon
strance of Thomas Stone, Jr., and others, of Swampscott, 
against the Petition of Jonas B. Clarke and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Menvin, of Boston, presented the Petition of Seth 

II. Maxim, for authority to make a Herring Fishery 

in Red Brook, in Wareham.

Mr. Morrisy, of Nantucket, presented the Petition of 
62
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William Savery and others, in aid of that of Seth H. 
Maxim.

Mr. Nye, of Sandwich, presented the Petition of 
Salathiel H. Perry and others, for leave to plant and bed 
oysters near the head of Buzzard’s Bay, in a place called 
Back River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Pool, of Abington, presented the Petition of 
Asaph Dunbar and others, of Abington, for the incorpo
ration of a Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. French, of Stoughton, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen and other inhabitants of Stoughton, for an 
Act to confirm the tax assessed in said town in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Gould, of Falmouth, presented the Remonstrance 
of the Selectmen and others, of the town of Falmouth, 
against the Petition of Alexander Clark.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
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On motion of Mr. L imb, of Greenfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to consider the expediency of so amending the 
eleventh section of the four hundred and forty-fourth 
chapter of the Acts of the year one thousand eight hun
dred and fifty-five, that the oath required by said section 
may be made before a justice of the peace.

On motion of Mr. Bowker, of Hopkinton,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di
rected to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
first section of an Act, “ entitled an Act relative to State 
Paupers,” passed May twenty-one, eighteen hundred and 

fifty-five.

On motion of Mr. Gilbert, of New Bedford,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
inquire into the expediency of legislation upon the 
subject of the height of Bridges over Railroads.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. AVells, of Stockbridge, on leave, introduced a Re
solve concerning the Franking Privilege, which was read, 
and referred to a Joint Special Committee, consisting of
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Five on the part of the House, with such as the Senate 
may join ; and the Speaker took time to appoint.

Mr. Strickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the Petition of E. M. P. Wells and others, 

reported

A Bill, to incorporate certains persons by the name of 
the Margaret Coffin Prayer Book Society.

Mr. Dyer, from the Committee on Claims, on the Peti
tion of the inhabitants of the town of Millbury, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Town of Millbury.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Senate Bill, in relation to the Observance of Cer
tain Days, reported

A Bill, concerning the Observance of Certain Days.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Yose, from the Committee on Public Buildings, 
oil the communication from the Secretary of the Com
monwealth, relative to extra room, reported,

That in their opinion the suggestion contained in said 
communication ought to le  adopted as soon as practica
ble. Also,



MONDAY, M ARCH 17, 1856. 521

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Statement of the Auditor, of the 
expenses in regard to the Enlargement of the State 

House, reported,

That no further legislation is necessary thereon.

Severally accepted.

On motion of Mr. Story, of Somerville, the Bill to en
large the jurisdiction of the Superior Court of the County 
of Suffolk, and of the Court of Common Pleas, was dis
charged from the Orders of the Day, and recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Upton, of Adams, the Resolve pro
viding for an Amendment to the Constitution for Dis
tricting the State for the choice of Representatives to the 
General Court, was taken from the table, and placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. C. Ilale, of Boston,

Ordered, That the various Constitutional Amendments 
pending, be printed in one document for the use of the 

House.
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Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of W. B. Norris, Physician and Surgeon 
of the Massachusetts State Prison, for an increase of sal
ary, was referred to the Committee on Prisons.

A communication from the Insurance Commissioners, 
relative to sundry matters referred to them by the Legisla
ture of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, was re
ferred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur

ance.

Severally in concurrence.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
the Hampshire and Hampden Railroad Company, was 
accepted, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
first matter, being the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the Bill to authorize Albert Bowker and Joshua 
Bates to build and extend their wharves was ordered to 
a third reading, the vote was taken, and the motion was 

lost.

The next matter in the Orders of the Day was then 
taken up, the same being the motion to reconsider the 
vote whereby the Order of Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, rela-



MONDAY, M ARCII 17, 1856. 523

tivc to furnishing the members of the Legislature, and 

the Executive Department, with certain Books, was 

adopted.

Mr. M orrill, of Fall Liver, moved the indefinite post

ponement of the whole subject, pending which, on mo

tion of Mr. Ilagar, of Newton, the Previous Question 

was ordered, and the question then recurring on the mo

tion to reconsider, the yeas and nays were ordered there

on, <n motion of Mr. Robinson, of Lexington, and the 

Roll having been called, it appeared that one hundred and 

sixty-one members had voted in the affirmative, and sev

enty-two in the negative, and the motion to reconsider, 

was carried.

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 

Order. Mr. Burbank, of Boston, offered an amendment, 

and Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, offered an Order as a sub

stitute for the original Order; pending which,cn motion 

of Mr. Oreu'.t, of Chelsea, the whole subject was indefi

nitely postponed.
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The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Resolve 
providing for an Amendment to the Constitution was 
agreed to, was lost.

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Remonstrance 
of James Wilbur and others, against the Petition of Elijah 
Norton and others.

Mr. Baker, of Beverly, presented the Petition of James 
Whiting, of Boston, and others, in aid of the Petition 
of William F. Veazie.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Kingsley, of Northampton, presented the Remon
strance of W. A. Arnold, against the Petition of Charles 
Smith and others, for a Dike Company in Northampton.

Mr. Martyn, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance 
of Abel Chace and others, of the town of Plaverhill, 
against the Petition of the Proprietors of the Essex Mer
rimack Bridge.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Joint Special Committee on the Resolves concerning the
Franking Privilege, viz :—

63
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Messrs. Wells, of Stockbridge,
Rice, of Westboro’,
Lovett, of Charlestown,
Merriam, of Gardner, and 
Lawrence, of Pepperell, 

on the part of the House.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston,

Ordered, That the use of the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, for Thursday evening next, be tendered 
to R. J. Elliot, of St. Louis, Mo., for a lecture on the 
Commerce of the West.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance inquire into 
the expediency of reporting a Bill, increasing the salary 
of the Treasurer of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill in 
addition to an Act to authorize W. C. Barstow, B. C. 
Ward, E. S. Rand, and C. C. Gilbert, to extend their 
wharf, which, under a suspension of the Rules, was read 
three times, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con
currence.
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Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred an Order of Mr. Jones, of Reading, 
of the fifteenth of February, relative to the rate of Poll 

Taxes, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Mr. Mixter, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, to whom was referred the Order of Mr. 
Hinds, of Boston, of the twenty-eighth of February, rela

tive to Joint Stock Companies, reported,

That the same be referred to the Committee on Man

ufactures.

Mr. Fessenden, from the Committee on Towns, on the 
Petition of Abel Prescott and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Accepted. Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Turner, of Brookline, from the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, on the Order of Mr. Emerson, of 
Boston, of January fifteenth, relative to the suppression 
of Bank Bills of a less denomination than five dollars ; 
also, sundry Petitions in aid of the same, reported

A Bill for the gradual suppression of small Bills.
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Also, the same gentleman presented the Minority Report 
of said committee, relative to the same subject.

Severally laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Thurston, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was recommitted the Bill to prevent 
Bank Officers from voting as proxy, reported

A Bill, “ To prevent Bank Officers from voting as 
proxy.”

Read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Bill, “ To incorporate the Webster Institute in 
the city of Cambridge,” reported,

That the Bill ought to pass.

The Bill was read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Engrossed Bills, “ To establish the office of As
sistant-Attorney for the County of Suffolk,”

“ To accept the surrender of the Charter of the Rail
road Mutual Eire Insurance Company,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.
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The Engrossed Resolves, “ Relative to the Enlargement 

of the State House,”

«• On the Petition of the Selectmen of Marshpee,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen

tatives,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of William Appleton and Company and 
others, for incorporation as the Globe Insurance Com
pany, with a capital of one million dollars, was referred 
to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, 
in concurrence.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Sidney C. Bancroft and others, and 
The Fitchburg Railroad Company.

The Bill “ Concerning the Middlesex Railroad Com
pany,” and

The Resolves, “ Relative to a Scientific Survey of Bos
ton Harbor,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the 
Bill in addition to an Act concerning vacancies in School
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Committees, was read a third time, the question being 
on passing the same to be engrossed. The Bill was 
amended, on motion of Mr. W arren, of Brighton, and as 
amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Bill “ To Repeal the four hundred and fifty-eighth 

Chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five,” 

was read a third time, the question being on passing the 

same to be engrossed. The Bill was amended, on motion 

of Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, and Codman, of Boston, and 

as amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con

currence.

The Resolve relating to the Records of Middlesex 
County, was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Bill in addition to an Act suppressing Horse 

Racing, approved April eighth, A. D. one thousand 

eight hundred and forty-six, was read a second time, the 

question being on ordering the same to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, the Bill was 

amended by striking out the fourth section. Mr. Briggs, 

of Pittsfield, offered an amendment. Mr. Littlefield, of 

Foxboro’, rose to a point of order, which point of order
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was that the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pittsfield, was substantially the same as the section 
stricken out, and therefore could not be entertained.

The Speaker decided that the point of order was well 
taken. The question then recurred on ordering the Bill, 
as amended, to a third reading, and the vote having been 
taken, it was decided in the affirmative, and the Bill was 
ordered to a third reading.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the Resolve of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
providing for an amendment to the Constitution relative 
to Eligibility to Office, having arrived, the same was, on 
motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, specially assigned 
for consideration on Friday next, at twelve o’clock, M.

The Resolve, on the Petition of Samuel Jennison, Jr., 
Guardian, was read a second time, the question being on 
ordering the same to a third reading.

The Resolve was amended, on motion of Mr. Thaxter, 
of Watertown, and, as amended, ordered to a third read
ing.

The Bill, in addition to an Act concerning Public 
Amusements, was read a second time, the question being
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on ordering the same to a third reading, pending which, 
on motion of Mr. Weeks, of Lowell, the Bill was indefi
nitely postponed.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Walker, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of
D. A. Simmons and others, in aid of the Petition of 

J. W. Wolcott and others.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Pratt, of Middleboro’, presented the Petition of 
Isaac Pratt and others, to be incorporated as the Titicut 
Academy Company, in Middleboro’.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of 
Ellen P. Minot and other ladies, of Haverhill, for an Act 
of incorporation, under the name of the Haverhill La

dies’ Charitable Association.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti

tutions.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, presented the Petition of 
John Nickerson and others, relative to Seining.

64
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Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of 
William Cummings, for leave to build a fish weir from 
Chappequiddic Point to the Middle Ground in Edgar
town Harbor.

Severally referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Tenney, of Georgetown, presented the Petition of 
the School Committee of the town of Boxford, for an 
allowance of school money

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Chapin, of Westfield, presented the Remonstrance 
of the citizens of Westfield, against the Petition of James 
M. Blanchard.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
R. R. W right and others, in aid of the said Petition.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, presented the Petition 
of Augustus Wheeler and Lucy Wheeler, for the ap
pointment of an Agent to convey real estate.

Referred to t\ie Committee on Probate and Chancery.
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Mr. Gordon, of West Newbury, presented the Peti
tion of Benjamin Brown and others, of West Newbury, 
for a law to restrict the powers of County Commis
sioners.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary,

On motion of Mr. Crossman, of Springfield,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be 
requested to report what further legislation, if any, 
is necessary, in relation to mortgaged real estate.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lowell,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, con
sider the expediency of reporting a Bill authorizing the 
Assessors to change the assessment of Taxes, from one 
party to another, when it may have been assessed to the 
wrong owner.

Mr. Howes, of Dennis, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, whereby the Bill entitled, an Act in addition to an 
Act to authorize W. C. Barstow, B. C. Ward, E. S. 
Rand, and C. C. Gilbert, to extend their wharf, was 
passed to be engrossed, and, under a suspension of the 
Rule, the motion w^s carried. The question then recurred 
on passing the Bill to be engrossed, pending which, Mr.
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Austin, of Boston, introduced a Bill as a substitute, 
which was adopted, and the Bill was read and ordered to 

a second reading.

Mr. Homer, from the Committee on Hoads and Bridges, 
on the Petition of the Selectmen of Dennis, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Temple, from the Committee on Education, on the 
Petition of the Selectmen of Hopkinton, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Order of Mr. Slade, of Fall River, of the twelfth 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, 
relative to the analyzing of spirituous liquors, reported, •

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Lamb, from the same committee, on the Petition 
of Barnilla Benedict and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted.
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Mr. Potter, from the Joint Special Committee on Com
missions, to whom was referred the Order of Mr. Potter, 
of the twenty-seventh ultimo, reported in part an Order.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Senate Bill, in further addition to an Act in rela
tion to Law Library Associations, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

The Bill was read a second time, and ordered to a third 

reading.

Mr. Codman, from the same committee, on the Order 
of Mr. Taft, of Worcester, of the third instant, relative 

to the manner of conducting elections, and ascertaining 
the results thereof, reported

A Bill concerning the Election of Civil Officers.

Mr. Briggs, from the same committee, on the Order of 
Mr. Burbank, of Boston, relative to the election of a 
Register of Deeds in the County of Suffolk, reported

A Bill to provide for the election of a Register of 
Deeds for the County of Suffolk.

Mr. Devereux, from the same committee, on the Bill 
relating to the Trustee Process, reported
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A Bill, “ Relating to the Trustee Process.”

Mr. Codman, from the same committee, on the Petition 
of John L. Porter and others, reported

A Bill “ To incorporate the Boston Union Coal Com
pany.”

Mr. Johnson, from the Committee on Fisheries, on the 
Bill relating to Fishways at the several Dams on Bar
ker’s River, so called, in the town of Pembroke, reported

A Bill, i( Relating to Fishways at the severa 1 Dams 
on Barker’s River, so called, in the town of Pembroke.”

Mr. Conant, from the Committee on Parishes and Re
ligious Societies, on the Petition of E. IT. Stacy and 
others, reported

A Bill, « To incorporate the Proprietors of Oak Grove 
Cemetery, in Gloucester.”

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of Daniel E. Chapin and others, reported

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Trustees of the Worces
ter District Methodist Episcopal Church Camp-meeting 
Association.”

1 he same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of J. L. Bailey and others, reported
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A Bill, “ To authorize the Second Parish in W est 
Newbury to dispose of their Burial Grounds.”

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the Congregational Society of the Second Pre
cinct in Attleboro’, reported

A Bill, “ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the Con
gregational Society in the Second Precinct in Attleboro.”

Mr. Littlefield, from the Committee on Education, on 
the Petition of the Gardner Library Association of Dor
chester Lower Mills, reported

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Gardner Library Associa
tion.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Congregational Library Association 
of Boston, for an alteration in their charter, was referred 
to the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies.

The Petition of E. F. Moseley and others, legal voters 
of Springfield, in aid of the Petition of E. A. Fuller and 
others, praying to be set off from the city of Springfield, 
and incorporated as a New Town, was referred to the 
Committee on Towns.
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The Petition of Charles F. Dodge and others, of Bev
erly, for a highway and bridge over Bass River, was re
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally in concurrence.

The Petition of Timothy A. Smith, relating to the 
Reform School at Westboro’, was committed to a Joint 
Special Committee, consisting of Messrs. Fisher and King, 
on the part of the Senate, with such as the House may 
join; and the Speaker took time to appoint.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 
several Petitions of

Dennis Littlefield and others,
Gage, Sawyer and Company,
Baze Norton and others, and 
James M. Caller.

The Petitions of
Benjamip W orth and others, and 
Elijah Norton and others,

were severally taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Fisheries.

The Bill, to divide the Commonwealth into Districts 
for the choice of Councillors, and

The Bill, to incorporate the Haverhill Mechanics’ Insti
tute,
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Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Bill in addition to an Act relating to Savings 
Banks came down from the Senate with the following 
endorsement, viz.: “ The Senate insists.” On motion of 
Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, the House insisted in their non

concurrence, and
Messrs. C. Hale, of Boston,

Andrews, of Danvers, and 
Case, of Springfield,

were appointed a Committee of Conference on the part of 

the House.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ To authorize John Pew to extend his wharf in Glou
cester,”

“ To incorporate the New England Railroad Mutual 
Eire Insurance Company,”

“ To authorize Parker Burnham, Joseph B. Burnham, 
and Elias Burnham, to extend their Marine Railway.”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) and

“ To set off a part of the town of Box ford and annex 
the same to the town of Groveland,”
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“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
of the Rural Cemetery in Worcester,”

“ To change the name of the State Reform School for 
Girls,”

“ To incorporate the Female Benevolent Society, at 
South Danvers,”

“ Concerning the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail
road,”

“ In  addition to an Act to establish a State Reform 
School for Girls,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

W ere severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,

“ On the Petition of Jared Benson and others,”

“ On the Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of the 
town of Newbury,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Represen

tatives,)

W ere severally passed, and sent to the Senate.
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The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the Bill relating to the issuing of bank bills, and the rate 
of interest to be paid to the banks of the Commonwealth, 
having arrived, the same was taken up, and read a second 
time, the question being on ordering the same to a third 
reading; amendments were offered by Mr. C. Hale, of 
Boston, pending which, on motion of Mr. Lovett, of 
Charlestown, the Previous Question was ordered, and the 
vote having been taken on the amendments, they 
were rejected. The question then recurred upon order
ing the Bill to a third reading, and the vote having been 
taken, it was decided in the negative, and the Bill was 
refused a third reading.

The Bills, “ Relating to Divorce,”

“ In addition to an Act, entitled an Act authorizing 
Benjamin W. Miller to plant oysters in Taunton Great 
River,” (also, another Bill,)

“ In addition to an Act, entitled an Act authorizing 
Benjamin W. Miller to plant oysters in Taunton Great 
River,” and

The Resolves, “ In favor of the Herring Pond Indians,”

“ In favor of the Town of Berlin,”

“ In favor of the Town of Wilmington,”
o  '
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“ On the Petition of the Society of Cincinnati of Mas
sachusetts,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading.

The Resolve, “ In  favor of the Chappequiddic In 
dians,” was read a second time, amended, and ordered 
to a third reading.

The Bill, “ Concerning the Metropolitan Railroad 
Company,” was read a second time, and refused a third 

reading.

On motion of Mr. Upton, of Adams,

The House

Adjourned.



THURSDAY, M ARCH 20, 1856. 545

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr Batchelder, of Holliston, presented the Petition of 
Elias Bullard and others, for incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
Lyman Whitman and others, for an Act of incorporation 
as the Agawam Bridge Company. Also,

The Petition of Jesse Sikes and others, in aid of the 
same.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Taft, of Worcester, presented the Petition of Levi 
Lincoln and others, for the repeal of the two hundred 
and ninety-sixth chapter of the Acts of one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Abercrombie, of Quincy, presented the Petition of 
Calvin Swallow and others, in aid of the Petition of W il
liam Yeazie.
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Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Remon
strance of Daniel Butler and others, against the Petition 
of Benjamin W orth and others.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Phelps, of Springfield, presented the Petition of 
G. C. Merriam and others, in aid of the Petition of the 
John Hancock Bank.

Mr. Crossman, of Springfield, presented the Remon
strance of William E. Montague and others, against the 
Petition of the John Hancock Bank, of the city of 
Springfield.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

■ Mr. Blood, of Taunton, presented the Petition of 
Louisa Winslow and others, of Freetown, for the altera
tion of the law as regards the widow’s right of dower.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, presented the Petition of 
Nathaniel Appleton and others, for leave to transfer 
funds to Seamen’s Widow and Orphan Association.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Slade, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be instruct
ed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a Bill or 
Resolve, authorizing the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
to sell, upon the best terms for the interest of the State, 
the three hundred volumes, more or less, of the Massa
chusetts Records now on hand belonging to the Com
monwealth. And also, the stereotype plates of the said 
Massachusetts Records, now the property of the Com
monwealth.

On motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Joint Order whereby Orders of No
tice were to be made returnable on or before the first day 
of April, be rescinded.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Codman, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Bill relating to Divorce, was ordered 
to a third reading. Motion placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, the Bill in addition to an 
Act entitled an Act authorizing Benjamin W. Miller to
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plant Oysters in Taunton Great River, was discharged 
from the Orders of the Day.

The Bill was read a third time, the question being on 
passing the same to be engrossed, pending which, Mr. 
Morrill offered a Bill, “ In  addition to certain Acts au
thorizing Benjamin W. Miller to plant Oysters in 
Taunton Great River,” as a substitute, which was adopt
ed, and the Bill was read and ordered to a second read

ing.

On motion of Mr. Austin, of Boston, the vote whereby 
the House concurred in the Order of Notice issued on 
the Petition of Darius Littlefield and others, of Stough
ton, was reconsidered, and the question then recurring 
on the concurrence, the House concurred.

On motion of Mr. Thomas, of New Bedford, the Bill 
for the gradual suppression of small Bills, and the Ma
jority and Minority Reports thereon, were taken from 
the table, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

A message was received from the Senate, by the Hon. 
Mr. Thacher, announcing the election of Hon. B. P. 
W h i t e , as President pro tan., of that body.
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Mr. Taft, from the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
on the Petition of Gustavus Parker and others, for ex
tension of time in building the Plympton and Wareham 
Railroad, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Lamb, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of Mr. Jones, of Reading, of March four
teenth, concerning the sale of Liquors by Town Agencies, 
reported,

That the same be referred to the Joint Special Com
mittee on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates 
to the Bill concerning Spirituous and Intoxicating 

■ Liquors.

The Report was accepted, and the Order sent up for 
concurrence.

Mr. Codman, from the same committee, on the Memo
rial of Benjamin N. Bullock, of Leicester, for redress of 
grievances, reported,

That the same be referred to a Joint Special Commit
tee. The Report was accepted, and the Speaker took 
time to appoint said committee.
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Mr. Ritchie, from the Committee on Railways and Ca
nals, on the Petition of the Newbnryport Railroad Com
pany, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to authorize the New- 
buryport Railroad to construct a Branch Railroad.

Mr. Temple, from the Committee on Roads and Bridges, 
on the Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the East 
Boston Free Bridge, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the East 
Boston Free Bridge.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Militia, on 
the estimate of the Adjutant and Quartermaster-General, 
of the expenses of his department, reported

A Resolve concerning the Quartermaster-General’s 
Department.

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee on Public Chari
table Institutions, on the Report of the Commissioners on 
the establishment of a State Reform School for Girls, 
reported

A Resolve in favor of the State Reform School for 
Girls.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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On motion of Mr. Hero, of Milford, the Petition of 
A. C. Mayhew and others, for the abolition of the Police 
Court in the town of Milford, was taken from the table 
and referred to a Joint Special Committee, and the Speaker 
took time to appoint.

Papers from the Senate.

The Remonstrance of Nathan W. ITazen against 
the Petition of the Boston and Maine Railroad Company, 
was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
in concurrence.

The Reports, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
Ichabod Morton, and William Sheldon and others, and

Inexpedient to legislate, on the Bill relative to the 
examination of Private Schools, were severally accepted, 

in concurrence.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of Seth S. Maxim.

The Resolve, on the Petition of Charles Scudder, was 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Bill to establish a Board of Directors of Public 
Institutions for the City of Boston and the County of 
Suffolk, was read, and ordered to a second reading.
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The Bill relating to the Venue of certain Actions, 
came down from the Senate amended, and the House 
concurred in the amendment.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the Resolve providing for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion relative to Eligibility to Office, having arrived, the 
same was taken up, the question being on agreeing to the 
same according to the requirements of the Constitution, 
pending which,

On motion of Mr. Freeman, of Orleans,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Martyn, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance 
of Daniel Palmer and others, citizens of Haverhill, against 
the Petition of L. Maynard and others, of Bradford, that 
Clemant’s Island, in Merrimack River, may be annexed 
to Bradford.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
A. G. Underwood and others, to be incorporated as the 
Oxford Hotel Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Hye, of Sandwich, presented the Petition of B. 
Brown and others, citizens of Sandwich and Wareham, 
asking for a law to protect the fish upon their shores.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Parker, of Groton, presented the Petition of W il
lard Torrey and others, for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion.
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Referred to the Committee on Constitutional Amend

ments.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Briggs, of Pittsfield, presented the Petition of 
Patrick Boise, Administrator, for leave to sell real estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Nye, of Tisbury, presented the Petition of John 
P. Norton and others, relating to the Rights of Women.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Hinds, of Boston, presented the Petition of D. D. 
Kelley and others, praying for a repeal of the Personal 
Liberty Bill of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on so much of the Gov
ernor’s Address as relates to the Bill, “ Concerning the 
Rights and Liberties of the People of Massachusetts.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Committee on the Petition of Timothy A. Smith, viz..

Messrs. Brayton, of Fall River,
Titcomb, of Lynnfield, and 
Haynes, of Dorchester.

Sent up for concurrence.
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Also, on the Petition of A. C. Mayhevv and others, the 
following gentlemen as said committee, viz.:—

Messrs. Lawrence, of Cambridge,
Baxter, of Quincy,
Plummer, of Boston,
Cooley, of Conway, and 
Paine, of Randolph.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Lamb, of Greenfield, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House yesterday accepted the Re
port of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the Memorial 
of Benjamin N. Bullock. Under a suspension of the 
Rules, the reconsideration was carried. The question 
then recurred on the acceptance of the Report. On 
motion of the same gentleman the Report was amended 
by substituting the words, “ a Special Committee,” for 
“ a Joint Special C o m m i t t e e a n d  the Report, as amend
ed, was accepted.

The Speaker appointed the following gentleman as the 
said committee, viz.:—

Messrs. Williams, of Boston,
Miles, of Ilubbardston,
Webb, of Otis,
Stratton, of Northfield, and 
Hard, of Lowell,
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On motion of Mr. Ashley, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth be 
instructed to cause to be printed for the use of the Legis
lature, two thousand copies of the First Annual Report 
of the Insurance Commissioners.

Mr. Williams, from the Committee on Agriculture, on 
the Petition of the Selectmen of Westfield, and the Trus
tees of the Westfield Academy, reported

An Act to aid in the establishment of an Agricultural 
Department in Westfield Academy. Also,

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of Marshall P. Wilder and others, for authority, 
as Trustees, to hold and apply funds for the promotion of 
Agriculture, reported

A Rill to incorporate the Massachusetts School of Ag
riculture.

Papers from the Senate.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of A. W. Smith and others.

The Petition of Joseph G. Luther and others, was 
taken from the files, and recommitted to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals, in concurrence.
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Ordered, in concurrence, That the Petitions of the 
Committees of the towns of Uxbridge and Northbridge, 

Samuel Burdon and others,
S. C. Bancroft and others,
James M. Caller and others,
Darius Littlefield and others, 

be taken from the files, and recommitted to the Com

mittee on Towns. Also,

Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures con
sider the expediency of so amending the “ Act in relation 
to Joint Stock Companies,” which limits the amount of 
the capital of any company organized under it to the sum 
of five hundred thousand dollars, as to increase the sum 
to seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

The Report, “ inexpedient to legislate,” on the Senate 
Order relative to assigning a room for certain committees 
and

The Report, “ that no further legislation is necessary 
on the Annual Report of the Librarian of the State Li
brary,”

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
the Proprietors of the Lawrence Bridge, was accepted,
in concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston, the House 
non-con curred in the Report, reference to the next 
General Court on the Petition of Luther Drew.

The Bill in relation to bank directors, and bank loans, 
&c., was referred to the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing, in concurrence.

The Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Bank 
of Mutual Redemption, came down from the Senate with 
the endorsement, viz. : Concurred in the first amendment, 
and non-concurred in the remainder. On motion of Mr. 
Fletcher, of Lowell, the House voted to insist, and

Messrs. Fletcher, of Lowell,
Briggs, of Pittsfield, and 
Emerson, of Boston,

were appointed a Committee of Conference, on the part 
of the House.

The Engrossed Bills, “ In addition to an Act to incor
porate the Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company,”

“ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the President 
and Directors, and Company, of the Maverick Bank,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)
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Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. Briggs, of Pittsfield, the Bill, “ To 

provide for the election of Register of Deeds in the 

County of Suffolk,” was discharged from the Orders of 

the Day, and under a suspension of the Rules, read 

twice, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur

rence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up. The Resolve 

of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, 

providing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative 

to Eligibility to Office, was, on motion of Mr. Dyer, of 

Boston, specially assigned for consideration on Wednesday 

next, at twelve o’clock, M. ; and on motion of Mr. Sever, 

of Boston, the hour of one o’clock, on Thursday next, 

was specially assigned for taking the question on agree

ing to said Resolve, as provided by the Constitution.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table, and, on 

motion of Mr. Swallow, of Boston, as amended by Mr. 

Morrill, of Fall River, it was ordered, that in the con

sideration of the Orders of the Day for to-day, the un-
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debatable matters shall be first considered, and that any 
member wishing matters to be passed, shall give notice 
of his intention to debate them.

The Resolve, providing for an Amendment of the Con
stitution relative to the Right of Suffrage, was, on motion 
of Mr. Austin, of Boston, discharged from the Orders of 
the Day, and laid on the table.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of the 
Resolve of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
providing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative 
to Eligibility to Office, having arrived, the same was laid 
on the table.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the Bills,

“ To prevent the Evasion of the Laws for the Suppres
sion of Lotteries,”

“ Extending the time for locating and constructing the 
Rockport Railroad,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Fourth Con
gregational Precinct in Rochester, and for other pur

poses,”

“ To extend the time for locating and constructing the 

Amherst and Belchertown Railroad,”
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“ Authorizing the County Commissioners of the Coun
ty of Norfolk, to construct a bridge across the Boston 
and New York Central Railroad, in Dorchester,”

“ In addition to an Act entitled an Act concerning 
Mortgages of Personal Property,”

“ To incorporate the Boston and Kennebec Steamboat 
Company,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Trustees of 
the Punchard Free School iu the town of Andover,”

“ Concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company,”

“ In addition to an Act to authorize W. C. Barstow, 
B. C. Ward, E. S. Rand and C. C. Gilbert, to extend 
their wharf,”

“ To authorize the Second Parish in W est Newbury to 
dispose of their Burial Grounds,”

“ To incorporate the Proprietors of the Oak Grove 
Cemetery, in Gloucester,”

Relating to Fishways at the several Dams on Barker’s 
River, so called, in the town of Pembroke,”

Io  incorporate the Gardner Literary Association,”
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“ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the Congrega
tional Precinct in Attleboro’,”

“ To incorporate the Haverhill Mechanics’ Institute,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the East Boston 

Free Bridge,”

» In addition to an Act to authorize the Newburyport 
Railroad Company to construct a Branch Railroad,”

“ In addition to certain Acts authorizing Benjamin W. 
Miller to plant Oysters in Taunton Great River,” and

The Resolves,

“ In  favor of the Town of Belcher town,”

“ In  favor of the Town of Millbury,”

“ Concerning the Quartermaster-General s Depart

ment,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 

third reading.

The Senate Bills,

Authorizing the United States Chemical Manufac
turing Company to change their name and location,’
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“To incorporate the Webster Institute in the city of 
Cambridge,”

“ In further addition to an Act in relation to Law 
Library Associations,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to he 
engrossed, in concurrence.

I

The House Bills,

“ Relating to the return of W rits before Justices of 
the Peace and Police Courts,”

“ To incorporate the Framingham Hotel Company,”

“ To authorize Zeno Crowell to build a wharf,”

“ In addition to an Act respecting Leasehold Estates,”

“ To authorize Albert Bowker and Joshua Bates to 
build and extend their wharf,”

“ In addition to an Act suppressing Horse Racing, ap
proved April eighth, A. D. one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six,” and

The Resolves, “ For procuring a catalogue of certain 
papers in the public offices in England,”

Relating to the Records of Middlesex County,”
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“ On the Petition of Samuel Jennison, Jr., Guardian,”

“ In favor of the Herring Pond Indians,”

“ In  favor of the Town of Berlin,”

“ In  favor of the Town of Wilmington,”

“ On the Petition of the Society of the Cincinnati of 
Massachusetts,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, in addition to an Act entitled an Act author
izing Benjamin W. Miller to plant Oysters in Taunton 
Great River, was, on motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall 
River, indefinitely postponed.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table, and on 
motion of Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, the Report of the 

Committee on Commissions, (in part,) recommending the 

adoption of an Order calling on the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth, for information relative to the Commis

sions now existing, was discharged from the Orders of 

the Day, and accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.
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The hour specially assigned for the consideration of the 
Bill to enable parties in civil actions to be Witnesses 
therein, having arrived, the sam e was taken up, the 
question being on ordering the same to a third reading, 
pending which, on motion of Mr. Beal, of Boston, the 
Bill was laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were again taken up, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill relating 
to Divorce, was ordered to a third reading, was carried. 
The question then recurred on ordering the Bill to a 
third reading. The Bill was amended, on motion of Mr. 
Wilkinson, of Dedham, and pending the 'main question, 
the further consideration thereof was specially assigned 
to Tuesday next, at one o’clock, P. M.

The next matter in the Orders of the Day, was the 
Resolve providing for the pay of the Council, Senate and 
House of Representatives. The Resolve was read a sec
ond time, and ordered to a third reading.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Briggs, of Attleboro’, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of Swanzey, praying for an alteration of time 
in fishing privilege in Palmer’s River.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
Phineas W. Leland and others, to be incorporated as the 

Fall River Athenaeum in Fall River.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown, presented the Petition 
of George P. Kettell and others, in aid of the Petition 
of William F. Yeazie.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Swan, of Williamstown, on leave, introduced a 
Bill, in addition to an Act in relation to conveyances and 
devises of personal and real estate for religious purposes.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed.

67



568 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

On motion of Mr. Mansfield, of Blackstone,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of further legislation relative to the 

collection of taxes on personal property.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of Mr. Brooks, of Worcester, relating to own
ers of real estate not lying on any public way, re
ported,

Inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Bill to prevent frauds in officers of corporations, reported

A Bill to prevent frauds in officers of corporations, 
and other persons.

Mi% Strickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the Petition of Eliab Whitney for a Pro
bate Court in the town of North Bridgewater, reported

A Bill establishing a Probate Court in North Bridge- 
water, in the county of Plymouth, and changing the time 
for holding the Probate Court in Middleboro’, in said 
county.
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Mr. Lamb, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of Mr. Worcester, of Townsend, of March 
eighth, relative to the expediency of amending the two 
hundred and sixty-fourth chapter of the Acts of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, reported

A Bill to exempt certain articles from attachment and 

execution.

Mr. Devereux, from the same committee, on the Peti
tion of the Mayor of the city of Cambridge, for an 
amendment of the charter of that city, reported

A Bill in further addition to an Act establishing the 

City of Cambridge.

Mr. Hale, from the Committee on the Library, on the 
Senate Order relative to the occupancy of the new Li

brary Room, reported

A Resolve relating to the State Library.

Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Bills in a Third 
Reading, on the Resolve in favor of the Chappequiddic 

Indians, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Guardian of the Chappe
quiddic Indians and others.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Hall, of Cambridge, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote, whereby the Resolve relating to the Records of 
Middlesex County was passed to be engrossed.

Motion placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Emerson, of Boston, the Report on 
the Petition of Luther Drew was recommitted to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the School Committee of the town 
of Boxford, for allowance of School Money, came down 
from the Senate, non-concurred in the reference to the 
Committee on Claims, and referred to the Committee on 

Education.

On motion, the House receded and concurred.

The Bill, to change the name and location of the 
American Composite Marble Company, was referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, in concurrence.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of Henry Frothingham.

Ordered, in concurrence, That at the close of the pre
sent session of the Legislature, the Secretary of the Com
monwealth prepare a Circular, setting forth all the duties
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of Registrars and Clerks of the several towns and cities, 
under the several Acts then in force, relative to returns 
of Births, Marriages and Deaths; also, the duties of such 
individuals as are to make returns to the said Registrars 
and Clerks, and of the penalties of neglect of such duties. 
A copy of such circular to be sent to each Registrar, 
Clerk, Justice of the Peace, and Clergyman, throughout 
the Commonwealth.

A Bill, to authorize the appointment of Auditors, and 
defining their powers, was read, and referred to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

Bill in relation to lands mortgaged to the Common
wealth, under a suspension of the Rules, took its several 
readings, and was passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, “ In  relation to lands mortgaged 
to the Commonwealth,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and on motion 
of Mr. Taylor, of Great Barrington, it was ordered, that 
in the consideration of the Orders of the Day for to-day, 
the undebatable matters shall be first considered in their
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order, and that any member wishing matters to be passed 
•hall give notice of his intention to debate them.

The Bills, “ Extending the time for the construction 
of the Boston, Barre, and Gardner Railroad,”

“ Relating to the Trustee Process,”

“ To incorporate the Worcester District Methodist 
Episcopal Church Camp-Meeting Association,” and

The Resolve, “ In  favor of the Town of Huntington,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a 

third reading.

The Resolve relating to Repairs and Furniture for the 
State House, was liad on the table.

The Senate Report, leave to withdraw, on the several 

Petitions of
J. P. Jewett,
Edward Larned and others,
Oliver Edes and others, and 
Edward Howard and others,

Was laid on the table.

The Senate Bills, authorizing the County Commission
ers of the county of Norfolk to construct a Bridge across
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the Boston and New York Central Railroad in Dorches
ter,

In addition to an Act to incorporate the Punchard 
Free School in the town of Andover,

To incorporate the Haverhill Mechanics’ Institute,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

The House Bills, “ To extend the time for locating:
O

and constructing the Rockport Railroad,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Fourth Con
gregational Precinct in Rochester, and for other pur
poses,”

“ To incorporate the Boston and Kennebec Steamboat 
Company,”

“ In addition to an Act to authorize W. C. Barstow, 
B. C. AVard, E. S. Rand, and C. C. Gilbert to extend 
their wharf,”

“ To authorize the Second Parish in AVest Newbury to 
dispose of their Burial Grounds,”

“ To incorporate the Proprietors of the Oak Grove 
Cemetery in Gloucester,”
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“ Relating to Fishways at the several dams on Bark
er’s River, so called, in the town of Pembroke,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Congrega
tional Society in the Second Precinct in Attleborough,”

“ In addition to an Act to authorize the Newburyport 
Railroad Company to construct a Branch Railroad,” and

The Resolves, “ Concerning the Quartermaster-Gen

eral's Department,”

“ In favor of the Town of Millbury,”

“ In  favor of the Town of Belckertown,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be engross
ed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, authorizing the County Commissioners of the 
County of Middlesex to lay out a highway, and construct 
a bridge over Malden River, was next taken up, and read 
a third time, the question being on passing the same to 
be engrossed.

The Resolve was amended, on motion of Mr. Titcomb, 
of Lynnfield, passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with 
the amendment, which was sent irp for concurrence.

The Bill, to set off a part of the town of Stoneham, 
and annex the same to the town of South Reading, was
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taken up and read a second time, the question being on 
ordering the same to a third reading.

Mr. Tidd, of Stoneham, moved the indefinite postpone
ment of the whole matter, pending which, the Previous 
Question was ordered, and the vote having been taken, 
the Bill was ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of New Marlboro’,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Eastman, of Amherst, presented the Petition of 
John S. Adams and others, in aid of the Petition of J. 
M. Blanchard and others, for leave to build a railroad.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Freeland, of W est Springfield, presented the Pe
tition of M. A. Kirkland and others, in aid of the Peti
tion of Lyman W hitman and others, for an Act of 
incorporation as the Agawam Bridge Company.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Freeman, of Orleans, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the R ule:—

Ordered, That the Order of the House passed March 
fourteenth, whereby the House agreed to adjourn to 
eleven o’clock, in future, be rescinded, and that when 
this House adjourn, it adjourn to meet to-morrow, at ten 

o’clock, and that be the hour of meeting until otherwise 
ordered.

68
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On motion of Mr. Slade, of Fall River,

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Atfairs 
and Insurance, be directed to consider the expediency of 
amending the third section of chapter one hundred and 
eighty-eight, of the Acts of one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, regulating the sale of coal, so as to read as 
follows, viz.: No person engaged in the business of sell
ing coal, and no person acting as clerk, servant, factor or 
agent, to a coal dealer, shall act as weigher.

Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, offered an Order relative to 
the pay of the members of the General Court, which was 

rejected.

On motion of Mr. Strickland, of Sandisfield, the Peti
tion of Edward Blake was taken from the files, and re
committed to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Petition of G. W . Adams and others, reported

Inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Mr. Strickland, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the Petition of Edward Blake, reported
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A Resolve on the Petition of Edward Blake for leave 

to sell real estate.

Read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Boston and Lowell Railroad Com
pany for an extension of time for filing location and con
structing their branch railroad in the city of Lowell, was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, in 
concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals inquire into the expediency of granting 
additional powers to Railroad Commissioners appointed by 
the Supreme Court under the Act of March twenty-fifth, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five.

The Report, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition of 
the Lebanon Springs Railroad Company, was accepted, 
in concurrence.

The Bill to incorporate the Pacific Mutual Insurance 
Company, came down from the Senate with an amend
ment, which was adopted, in concurrence.

The Bill in addition to several Acts in relation to 
Registry and Returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths, 
and
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The Bill establishing Boards of Trustees for the State 
Lunatic Hospitals, and in addition to the Acts concerning 
Lunatic Hospitals,

Were severally read, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.

Bill relating to Savings Banks and Institutions for 
Savings was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the motion 
to reconsider the vote whereby the Resolve relating to 
the Records of Middlesex County was passed to be en
grossed, was carried. The question then recurred on 
passing the Resolve to be engrossed, pending which, on 
motion of Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, the same was in
definitely postponed.

The Bill to abolish the Police Court in the town of 
Blackstone, was read a third time, amended, on motion of 
Mr. Mansfield, of Blackstone, and passed to be engrossed, 

in concurrence.

The Bill to incorporate the Jamaica Plain Athenæum 
was read a third time, amended, on motion of Mr. Smith, 
of West Roxbury, passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence.



MONDAY, M ARCH 24, 1856. 581

Bill, “ To set off a part of Braintree, and annex the 
same to the town of Quincy,” was, on motion of Mr. 
Holbrook, of Braintree, laid on the table.

Bill, “ Concerning the Observance of Certain Days,” 
was read a third time, passed to be engrossed, and sent 

up for concurrence.

Bill, “ To incorporate certain persons as the Margaret 
Coffin Prayer Book Society,” was read a second time, 
amended, on motion of Mr. Strickland, of Sandisfield, 

and ordered to a third reading.

The Resolve, “ Providing for an Amendment to the 
Constitution for Districting the State for the choice of 
Representatives to the General Court, was read a second 
time. Mr. Fenno, of North Chelsea, offered amendments 
to the Resolve, which were ordered to be printed. The 
further consideration of the Resolve was then, on motion 
of Mr. Fenno, of North Chelsea, specially assigned to 
Tuesday, April first, at twelve o’clock.

The Bill, “ To prevent Bank Officers from voting as 
proxy,” was read a second time, amended, on motion of 
Mr. Lawrence, of Cambridge, and ordered to a third 
reading.
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Resolves, “ Relative to a Scientific Survey of Boston 
Harbor,” were read a second time. Amendments were 
offered by Messrs. Conley, of Boston, and Calef, of 
Boston, pending which, on motion of Mr. Austin, of 
Boston, the whole subject was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Boston, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Edwards, of Southbridge, presented the Petition 
of the School Committee of the town of Southbridge, for 

an allowance of school money.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Stone, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Henry Howland and others, that the territory known as 
the South and South-west Districts, in the town of Mal
den, be set off and incorporated as a new town, by the 
name of Belmont.

Mr. Poor, of Danvers, presented the Petition of E. W. 
Upton and others, in aid of the Petition of S. C. Bancroft 
and others, for changing the dividing line between Salem 
and South Danvers.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Hawks, of Adams, presented the Petition of A. W . 
Richardson and others, to be incorporated as the American 
Hotel Company, in North Adams.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

69
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Mr. Hinds, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
George Everett, to be indemnified for certain costs in
curred by him while in the discharge of official duties.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Smith, of W est Roxbury, presented the Petition 
of the inhabitants of West Roxbury, for a Bank Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester, presented the Petition of 
the City of Worcester, for an Act amendatory of an Act 
for supplying the city with pure water.

Mr. Russell, of Salem, presented the Petition of 
George Wheatland and others, of Salem, in favor of the 
Memorial of the Danvers Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hawks, of Adams,

Ordered, That the Judiciary Committee consider 
whether some more effectual method for suppressing 
idleness and dissipation may not be adopted than at 
present exists.
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Also, on motion of the same gentleman,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 
the propriety, of authorizing justices of the peace to 
issue warrants for the arrest of offenders escaping from 
adjoining States, and cause them to be returned to the 
line of the State from which they have fled, upon appli
cation being made by proper authority.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed, to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
Bill, giving justices of the peace jurisdiction in civil 
causes, in case of the death of the justice of the peace 
before whom any action is pending, without any addi
tional cost.

On motion of Mr. Clapp, of Boston,

Ordered, That the Order adopted the twenty-first inst., 
directing that two thousand extra copies of the Annual 
Report of the Insurance Commissioners be printed, is 
hereby rescinded.

On motion of Mr. Estes, of Ipswich,

Ordered, That the Committee on Fisheries consider
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the expediency of reporting an Act in addition to an Act 
for the protection of the fisheries in Ipswich River, in 
the town of Ipswich.

Mr. Ashley, of Fall River, offered an Order relative to 
the pay of the members of the General Court, which was 
rejected.

Mr. P. C. Jones, of Boston, offered an Order relative 
to increasing the salaries of the Warden and Deputy 
W arden of the State Prison, which was rejected.

The Order of Mr. Freeman, of Orleans, relative to the 
hour of meeting, was taken up, and rejected.

Mr. Johnson, from the Committee on Fisheries, on the 
Petition of William Cummings, for the privilege of build
ing a fish weir, reported,

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Codman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Petition of George W . Searle and others, that the 
Superior Court of the city of Boston, and the Court of 
Common Pleas, shall have concurrent jurisdiction with
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the Supreme Judicial Court in the matters of W rits of 
Habeas Corpus, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their 
Petition.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of Thomas Keyes and others, that juries may 
fix the sentence in criminal cases, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their 
Petition.

Mr. Lamb, from the same committee, on the Order of 
Mr. Hinds, of Boston, of January twenty-fifth, relative 
to Draw Bridges over navigable waters, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Crane, from the Committee on Leave of Ab
sence, reported leave of absence to Peter C. Jones, of 
Boston, for five days from and after the twenty-fourth 
instant.

Severally accepted.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Communication from Ilis  Excellency the Gover
nor, transmitting a letter from Col. Thayer, of United
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States Corps of Engineers, relative to the cession of ju 
risdiction over Egg Island Shoal, and other localities in 
the city and harbor of New Bedford, reported

A Bill to cede to the United States jurisdiction over 
certain lands and shoals in the city and harbor of New 
Bedford, and for other purposes.

Mr. Hale, from the Committee on the Library, on the 
Senate Older relating to correcting and publishing the 
State Map, reported

Itesolves in relation to Town Maps.

Mr. Strickland, from the  Committee on Brobate and 
Chancery, on the Betition of John Hartwell and others, 
reported

A Bill, “ Concerning the Registry cf Deeds, in the 
town of Littleton.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Brayton, from the Committee on Bills in a Third 
Reading, on the Bill to incorporate certain persons under 
the name of the Margaret Coffin Prayer Book Society, 
reported

The same Bill in a new draft, which was read a third 
time, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Reed, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, on the Order directing them to inquire into 
the expediency of suspending all proceedings commenced 
under the Act passed May twenty-one, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, for establishing a Hospital for In
sane in Western Massachusetts, reported,

That said proceedings ought to be suspended.

The Report was laid on the table, and one thousand 
extra copies ordered to be printed.

Mr. Devereux, of Salem, on leave, introduced a Re
solve concerning the Journals and Papers of the House 
of Representatives, which, under a suspension of the 
Rules, took its several readings, was passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ In further addition to an Act in relation to Law Li
brary Associations,”

“ To incorporate the Webster Institute in the city of 
Cambridge,”

“ To authorize the United States Chemical Manufactur
ing Company to change their name and location,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,) and
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The Sills,

“ Relating to the Venue of Certain Actions,”

“ To authorize Francis Small to extend his wharf,”

“ To authorize John N. Swazey to extend his wharf in 
Lynn,”

“ In addition to an Act authorizing James S. Chase to 
plant Oysters in Taunton Great River,”

“ To authorize Shaw Norris to build a wharf,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

W ere severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of S. P. Ileywood and others, that the 
County Commissioners of the County of Middlesex may 
be authorized to lay out certain bridges as a portion of 
the public highway, was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges.

The Petition of Nathaniel Austin, of Charlestown, 
and others, in aid of the Petition of William F. Veazie, 
was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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The Petition of the Mayor of the city of Boston, 
relative to laying out and widening streets, was referred 
to a Joint Special Committee, consisting of Messrs. Ray
mond and King, on the part of the Senate, and

Messrs. Worcester, of Townsend,
Usher, of Lynn,
Earle, of Swanzey,
Converse, of Monson, and 
Warren, of Brighton, 

on the part of the House.

The Bill in relation to the Boston Clearing House, 
was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill in relation to Lunatics and Idiots, was read 
and ordered to a second reading.

The Bill in.addition to an Act relating to Savings 
Banks, came down from the Senate with Messrs. Dewey, 
White and Osgood, joined as a Committee of Conference 
on the part of the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the Bill to 
incorporate the Boston Union Coal Company, was read 
a second time, the question being on ordering the same
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to a third reading; pending which, on motion of Mr. 
Yose, of Boston, the Bill was indefinitely postponed.

The Bill concerning the Election of Civil Officers, was 
read a second time, the question being on ordering the 
same to a third reading; pending which, on motion of 
Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, the same was recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Bill to divide the Commonwealth into Districts 
for the choice of Councillors, was read a second time, 
amended, on motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, and or
dered to a third reading.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration oi 
the Bill relating to Divorces, having arrived, the same 
was taken up, the question being on ordering the Bill, 
as amended, to a third reading. The Bill was further 
amended, on motion of Mr. Wilkinson, of Dedham, and 
as amended, ordered to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Gray, of Holyoke, presented the Petition of Olis 
Holmes and others, in aid of the Petition of J. M. 
Blanchard.

Mr. Bates, of Southampton, presented the Remon
strance of the citizens of Southampton, against the Pe
tition of J. M. Blanchard and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Baker, of Beverly, presented the Petition of D. 
W. Bradley and others, for further time to pay land notes 
due the Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. Hero, of Milford, presented the Remonstrance of 
Eliab Littlefield and others, against the Petition of Elias 
Bullard and others.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
70
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On motion of Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con
sider the expediency of reporting a Bill to regulate the 
liability of inn-keepers, as to the custody of personal 
property belonging to their guests.

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell,

Ordered, That a Joint Special Committee of Five, with 
such as the Senate may join, be appointed, with instruc
tions to consider and report a standing Buie, as to whether 
or not votes east for ineligible candidates, to any of the 
offices under the Constitution of this Commonwealth, 
should he considered and treated as blanks, and that said 
committee he further instructed, to report before the 

ten th  day of April next, and
Messrs. Fletcher, of Lowell,

Wilkinson, of Dedham,
Briggs, of Pittsfield,
Merwin, of Boston, and 
Dyer, of Boston,

were appointed on the part of the House.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Johnson, of Lowell, presented the Remonstrance 
of the Board of Investment of the Lowell Institution for
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Savings, against the proposed Bill, relating to Savings 
Banks.

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Claims, on the Pe
tition of J. S. Jones, reported,

That the same be referred to the Committee on the 
Militia.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hinds, from the Joint Special Committee on so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to Districting 
the State for the choice of Councillors, the election of 
County Officers, &c., reported

A Bill, “ Concerning the election of Clerks of Courts 
and other County Officers,” which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall Elver, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Bill, “ To divide the Common
wealth into Districts for the choice of Councillors,” was 
ordered to a third reading.
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Mr. Torrey, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Resolve relative to the Journals and 
Papers of the House, was passed to he engrossed.

Motions severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.

The Petition of the Salem and Lowell Railroad Com
pany, for leave to use the branch tracks of the Boston 
and Lowell Railroad Company, wras referred to the Com

mittee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Edward Earl and others, for an Act 
of incorporation as the Worcester Peat Company, w!as 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Remonstrance of N. IT. Sherman and others, 
against the Petition of David Nye and others, and

The Remonstrance of Peter Mackie and others, against 
the same, were severally referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges.

Severally in concurrence.

An Order of Notice was issued, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of Charles P. Dodge and others.
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The Petition of A. C. Cary, was taken from the files, 
and recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 

and Insurance.

Bill, in addition to an x\ct to incorporate the Tremont 

Gas Light Company, was referred to the Committee on 

Manufactures.

Severally in concurrence.

The 33ill concerning the Sinking Fund of the Western 

Railroad Company, was read, and ordered to a second 

reading.

On motion of Mr. Sever, of Boston, the Resolves rela

tive to a Scientific Survey of Boston Harbor, were taken 

from the table and considered, the question being first on 

the amendment to the amendment. By leave of the 

House, Mr. Calef withdrew his amendment; the ques

tion then recurring on the amendment offered by Mr. 

Conley, of Boston, the vote was taken, and the amend

ment was rejected. The question then recurred on or

dering the Resolve to a third reading, and the vote hav

ing been taken, the same was ordered to a third reading.
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The hour specially assigned for the consideration of 
the Resolve providing for an Amendment to the Consti
tution relative to Eligibility to Office, having arrived, the 
same was taken up, the question being on agreeing to the 
same, as provided for in the Constitution. Mr. Ritchie, 
of Boston, offered a substitute, which was adopted. Mr. 
Fletcher, of Lowell, offered an amendment, pending 
which, the Resolve was laid on the table.

The Engrossed Bills, “ To incorporate the Pacific 
Mutual Insurance Company,”

(W hich originated in the House of Representatives,)

“ Authorizing the County Commissioners of the County 
of Norfolk to construct a bridge across the Boston and 
New York Central Railroad, in Dorchester,”

“ In  addition to an Act to incorporate the Punchard 

Free School, in the town of Andover,”

“ To incorporate the Haverhill Mechanics’ Institute,”

(W hich severally originated in the Senate,)

W ere severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 

Senate.
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The Engrossed Resolve, on the Petition of James W. 
Richardson,

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,) 

Was passed, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Bray ton, of Fall River, 

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Kingsley, of Northampton, presented the Petition 
of Lorenzo AY. Joy and others, for confirmation of title 
to certain lands in Northampton.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Cole, of Sutton, presented the Remonstrance of 
George E. Belknap and others.

Also, the Remonstrance of D. C. ILaviland, sev'era iiy 
against the Petition of Abraham Chase and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hinds, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
on the Bill in addition to an Act entitled “ An Act con
cerning \ racancies in School Committees,” reported,

That the same be recommitted to the Committee on 
Education.

Papers from the Senate.

The Report of the Commissioners under the Act con- 
71
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earning the purchase of Spirituous Liquors for I  own 
Agents, was referred to the Committee on so much of 
the Governor’s Address as relates to Intemperance.

The Petition of the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Com
pany, relative to the acceptance of their charter, was re

ferred  to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of the Town of Orleans, for the pro
tection of the fisheries in said town, through their Com
mittee, was referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bills, “ Concerning Draw Bridges,”

“ Relative to the House of Correction and Jail in the 

county of Plymouth,”

“ To authorize the Boston and Lowell Railroad Cor
poration to establish an additional branch track of their 
railroad, in the city of Lowell,”

“ To incorporate the Town of Cushman,”

' W ere severally read and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. C. Hale, of Boston, the Resolve 
providing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative 
to Eligibility to Office, was taken from the table and con-
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sidered, the question being first on the amendment of 
Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, and then on agreeing to the . 
Resolve, as amended, as provided by the Constitution. 
The hour specially assigned for taking the question hav
ing arrived, the vote was taken, and the amendment -was 
rejected. The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
Resolve, and the Roll having been called, it appeared 
that one hundred and sixty-six members had voted in the 
affirmative, and one hundred and twenty-nine in the nega
tive ; and two-thirds of the members present and voting 
thereon, not having voted in the affirmative, the Resolve 
was lost.

The Resolve and Article of Amendment were as 
follows, viz.:—

C o m m o n w e a lt h  of M assachusetts .

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six.

R E S O L Y E

Providing for an Amendment to the Constitution, relar 
tive to Eligibility to Office.

Resolved, by both Houses, (the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senators, and two-thirds of the mem
bers of the House of Representatives, present and voting 
thereon):—
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That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this 

Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of 

Amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed to, be en

tered on the Journals of the two Houses, with the Yeas 

and Nays taken thereon, and referred to the General 

Court next to be chosen, and that the same be published, 

to the end that, if agreed to by the General Court next 

to be chosen, in manner provided by the Constitution, it 

may be submitted to the people for their ratification, in 

order that it may become part of the Constitution of this 

Commonwealth.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

No person shall hold any political, judicial or military 

office, under the Constitution and laws of this Common

wealth, unless he shall have been born within the juris

diction of the United States of America, or unless, if 

born without the jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, he shall have been the child of an American 

born citizen.

The Yeas and Nays, on agreeing to said Resolve and 

Article of Amendment, were as follows:—
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Yeas.

Messrs. Abercrombie 

Arnold 

Ashley 

Austin 

Babcock 

Bagley 

Baldwin 

Barrows 

Batchelder, G. 

Batchelder, S. 

Baxter, VV. VV. 

Beal, G., Jr. 

Belden 

Blair 

Blake 

Blood 

Bosworth 

Bowker 

Boyce 

Brayton 

Briggs, E . 

Burtt 

Calef

Chamberlain

Clapp

ClifFord

Coburn

Codman

Cole, M.

Colton

Messrs. Conley 

Cook 

Crosby 

Curtis 

Davenport 

Davis, A. 

Devereux 

Dewey 

Dyer, D. 

Dyer, M., J. 

Earl 

Em ery 

Estes 

Evans 

Farrington 

Felch 

Fenno 

Fessenden 

Flagg 

Fletcher 

Floyd 

Ford 

Freem an 

French 

Fuller 

Gale 

Gay 

Gilbert 

Godfrey 

Goff
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Messrs. Gould 

Goss 

Gray, J.

H agar

Hall, S. W .

Hammond, A. B.

Hammond, D.

Hard

Harding

Haynes

Healy

Hero

Herrick

Heustis

Hicks

Hills

Holbrook, A.

Holbrook, J. E .

Homer

Howe

Howes

Huse

Johnson, J. 

Johnson, J. P. 

Johnson, W . F. 

Jones, T . N. 

Keith, E .

Keith, P.

Leach

Lewis, D. J. 

Lewis, J. S. 

Lincoln

Messrs. Littlefield 

Lovett 

Low

Luscomb

Mansfield

MayhewMayo
Meekins

Merriam

Miles

Milliken

Moore

Morrill

Murdock

Nye

Oliver

Orcutt

Paine

Partridge

Pearce

Phelps, C. A.

Phelps, H. Jr.

Phelps, S. Id.

Pollard

Potter

Pratt, J ., 2d.

Putnam

Read

Reed

Rhoades

Robinson, E . R.

Robinson, J.
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Messrs. Robinson, J. D. 

Roby 

Rockwood 

Russell, J. W. 

Sawyer, J ., 2d. 

Shaw 

Slade

Smith, B. M. 

Smith, H. 

Smith, W .

Snow

Southworth

Sparrell

Staples

Stone
<k
Story, I.

Story, S.

Swan

Taft, C. A. 

Tagart 

Taylor, C. J.

Messrs. Temple, A. H. 

Tem ple, J. H. 

Tenney, J. 

Thayer 

Thatcher 

Thacher 

Tidd 

T urner 

Upham 

Upton 

Usher 

W arner 

W eeks 

Wells

W heeler, A. B. 

W heeler, L. 

W hite, M. 

W hite, T . S. 

Whiton

Williams, P. S. 

York

Nays.

Messrs. Adams, E . 

Adams, L. 

Allen, J. 

Allen, S. 

Armington 

Baker

Messrs. Barney 

Bates

Baxter, J. A. 

Beal, J. II. 

Bliss 

Brewster
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Messrs. Brooks 

Brown 

Burrill 

Case 

Chapin 

Child 

Childs 

Cole, S.

Conant

Converse, A. L.

Converse, W . B.

Cooley

Crane

Crocker

Grossman

Dean

Dennie

Dunton

Dupee

Edwards

Em erson

Endicott

Faulkner

Floyd

Foster

Freeland

Frye

Gardner

Gaston

Gordon

Goulding

Gray, E .

Messrs. Guilford 

H ale, C.

Hall, F.

Hammond, E .

Handley

Ilaviland

Hinds

Howard

Ingalls

Ingraham

Jacobs

Jenkins

Jones, J.

Kingsley

Knight
*

Lamb

Lawrence, A. F. 

Lawrence, A. L. 

Loring, Harrison 

Loring, Hollis 

Lunt

Makepeace

Manning

Manson

Marble

Mixter

Morrisy

Nelson

Nickerson

Nutter

Parker, J. W. 

Parker, W.
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Messrs. Parsons, E . T . Messrs.

Parsons, S. L.

Phillips

Pike

Pitman

Plummer

Pomeroy

Pool

Poor

Porter,

Pratt, A ., Jr.

Pratt, I.

Rice

Ritchie

Robbins

Robinson, S. W.
Robinson, W.

Rogers, C. O.

Rogers, J. W.

Sawyer, M., 2d.

Sever 

Shepard 

Smith, J. H.

Smith, M.

Stebbins

Stevens

Stoddard

On motion,

The House

Swallow

Taft, P. W .

Taggart

Taylor, C.

Tarbell

Tenney, G. I.

Thaxter

Thurston

Tilton

Torrey

W alker

W ard

W arren

Webb

W ebber

W est
Weston

W hitney, II. G.

W hitney, 0 .,  Jr.

Wilcox

Wilkinson

W illard

Williams, J. O.

Wood

Woodcock

W orcester

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Case, of Springfield, presented the Remonstrance 
of George W. Holt and others, operatives in the W ard 
Manufacturing Company, in Springfield, against the pro
posed Ten Hour Law.

Referred to the Committee on the Ten H our Law.

Mr. faint, of Newbury, presented the Petition of Car
oline Withington and her associates, for incorporation of 
the Ladies’ Benevolent Association, in the town of New
bury.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti
tutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Milliken, of New Bedford, presented the Petition 
of the City of New Bedford, for an alteration of charter.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lynn,

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 
72
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consider the expediency of reporting a Bill authorizing 
County Commissioners to require Kail road Corporations 
to place such protection at railroad crossings as the 
Mayor and Aldermen of cities, and the Selectmen of 
towns, shall deem expedient for the safety of the public.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Stoddard, of Worcester,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consid
er the expediency of reporting a Bill, authorizing Justices 
of the Peace and Justices of the Police Court to take 
recognizances for the appearance of Witnesses in Crimi
nal Cases, when an appeal has been taken.

Mr. Williams, from the Committee on Agriculture, on 
the Petition of Mr’. Taft, of Worcester, of the twenty- 
ninth ultimo, relative to selling grain by weight, re
ported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Austin, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petition of John Gary, reported

“ A Bill to authorize John Gary to extend his wharf.”
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Mr. Temple, from the Committee on Education, on the 
Petition of Phineas W. Leland and others, reported

A Bill, to incorporate the Fall Fiver Atheneeum.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Devereux, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Senate Bill, in addition to several Acts in relation 
to Registry and Returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths, 

reported,

That the same ought to pass.

The Bill was read a second time and ordered to a third 

reading.

Papers from the Senate.

The Remonstrance of the Hartford and New Haven 
Railroad Company, against the Petition of J. M. Blan

chard and others,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Petitions of

Daniel P. Willard and others,
The Fitchburg Railroad Company, and 
Gage, Sawyer and Company, and others,
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be taken from the files, and recommitted to the Com

mittee on Railways and Canals.

The Report, leave to withdraw, on the Petition of the 
Mayor of Roxbury, to discontinue Burial Grounds on 
the corner of Washington and Eustis Streets,

Was accepted, in concurrence.

Bill to incorporate the Boston and Cape Cod Marine 
Telegraph Company, was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

The Engrossed Bill to abolish the Police Court in the 
town of Blackstone,

(W hich originated in the Senate,)

W as passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up. and the 
first matter being the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the Bill to divide the Commonwealth into 
Districts for the choice of Councillors was ordered to a 
third reading, the vote was taken, and the motion was 
lost.

The next matter being the motion to reconsider the 
vote whereby the Resolve relative to the Journal and
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Papers of the House was passed to be engrossed, was 
then taken up, and the vote being taken, the motion 
was carried. The question then recurred on passing the 
Resolve to be engrossed, pending which, on motion 
of Mr. Brooks, of Worcester, the Resolve was amended, 
and as amended, passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence.

The Resolve, in favor of the State Reform School for 
Girls, was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The B ill, for the gradual suppression of Small Bills, 

was next taken up, and read a second time, the question 

being on ordering the Bill to a third reading. Mr. 

Cooley, of Conway, moved the indefinite postponement 

of the whole subject, and on this question the Yeas and 

Nays were ordered, on motion of Mr. Emerson, of Bos

ton, and the Roll having been called, it appeared that 

one hundred and fifty-five members had voted in the 

affirmative, and ninety-five in the negative, and the Bill 

was indefinitely postponed.

Subsequently, Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, moved a re
consideration of the vote, which motion was placed in 
the Orders of the Dav,
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On motion of Mr. Crocker, of Barnstable, the Orders 
of the Day were laid on the table.

Bill, to cede to the United States jurisdiction over cer

tain lands and shoals in the city and harbor of New 

Bedford, and for other purposes, was, on motion of Mr. 

Devereux, of Salem, discharged from the Orders of the 

Day, and under a suspension of the Buies, read twice, 

passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Lynn, the Bill to set off 

a part of the town of Braintree, and annex the same to 

the town of Quincy, was taken, from the table and placed 

in the Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were again taken up, and the 

Bill, “ To establish a Board of Directors of Public In

stitutions for the City of Boston, and the County of Suf

folk,” was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Dyer, 

of Boston, recommitted to the Committee on Public 

Charitable Institutions.

Bill, “ To aid the establishment of an Agricultural De
partment in Westfield Academy,” was taken up and read 
a second time, the question being on ordering the same 

to a third reading.
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1 The Bill was amended by Messrs. Mixter, of Hardwick, 
Chapin, of Westfield, and Littlefield, of Foxboro’, and 
the question then recurred on ordering the Bill to a third 
reading; pending which, on motion of Mr. Mixter, of 
Hardwick, the Bill was recommitted to the Committee on 

Agriculture.

The Bill, “ To incorporate the Massachusetts School 
of Agriculture,” was read a second time, the question 
being on ordering the same to a third reading.

The Speaker, (Mr. Bike, of Newton, in the chair,) put 
the question, but before declaring the vote, Mr. W alker, 
of Itoxbury, rose and addressed the Chair.

Mr. Taft, of Worcester, rose to a point of Order, which 
point of Order was, that when a vote is called for and 
taken, a declaration of the result thereof is necessary 
before any other motion is in order.

The Chair decided that the point of Order was am
biguous, and not well taken, and that as no result had 
been declared, the gentleman (Mr. Walker, of Itoxbury) 
was in order.

On motion of Mr. Walker, of Roxbury,

The House

Adjourned.



-



SATURDAY, M ARCH 29, 1856, 619

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Freeland, of W est Springfield, presented the Peti- 
tition of Silas W. Clark and others, in aid of the Petition 
of Lyman Whitman and others, for an Act of incorpora
tion as the Agawam Bridge Company.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Eastern Railroad Company, for leave to amend the loca
tion of the extension of their road from North Chelsea 
to Boston, in conformity with a late decision of the Su
preme Court.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Ritchie, of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill, 
“ Concerning the Fitchburg Railroad Company,” which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, on leave, introduced a Resolve, 
“ Concerning the Attorney-General’s Office,” which Avas
read, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

73
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On motion of Mr. Lunt, of Newbury,

Ordered, That the Committee on Hoads and Bridges 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so alter

ing the law (Revised Statutes, chapter twenty-four, sec

tion forty-six) that whenever the County Commissioners 

in any county shall lay out and establish any highway, 

or shall make an alteration therein which they shall 

judge to be of general use or importance to the public, 

the expense of making such highway or such alteration, 

shall be paid out of the county treasury. Also,

To inquire as to the expediency of providing by lav/, 

that whenever such commissioners (Revised Statutes, 

chapter twenty-four, section seventy-one) shall order a 

town or private way to be laid out or altered, the town 

may have a jury to determine the necessity or expediency 

of such laying out or alteration, whose verdict shall 

control the action of said commissioners in such behalf.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Chicopee,

Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture be in

structed to inquire, what further legislation is necessary
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in relation to tlie measurement of wood upon wagons, 
and report by Bill or otherwise.

Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Devereux, of Salem,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
structed to inquire into the expediency of further legis
lation in regard to appeals in criminal cqses ; also,

On motion of the same gentleman,

Ordered, That Dr. W. W . Hebard be allowed-the use 
of this Hall, on the evening of Thursday, the third day 
of April next, for the purpose of a Poem Lecture before 
the members of the Legislature.

The same gentleman, from the Committee on the J u 
diciary, on the Petition of the Mayor of Lowell for the 
establishment of another term of the Court of Common 
Pleas in said city of Lowell, reported

A Bill, “ In relation to the Court of Common Pleas 
in and for the County of Middlesex.”

Lhe same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Order of Mr. AY hitney, of Ashburnham, of January 
fourteen, relating to the election of Assessors of Towns, 
reported
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A Bill, “ Concerning the Election of Assessors of 

Cities and Towns.”

Mr. Milliken, from the Committee on Prisons, on the 
Report of the W arden of the State Prison, reported

A Resolve, “ In  favor of the State Prison.”

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Joint Special Com
mittee on the Petition of Timothy A. Smith, be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to proceed to Westborough, for 
the purpose of investigating the matters contained in said 
Petition, and that they be further authorized to send for 
persons and papers. Also,

Ordered, That the Petitions of
Charles Smith and others,
Ilenry Frothingham,
D. Nye and others,
Selectmen of the Town of Eastham, 
Selectmen of the Town of Wellfleet,
Daniel B. Eddy and others,

be taken from the files and recommitted to the Committee 
on Roads and Bridges.
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The Report, “ leave to withdraw ” on the Petition of 
James IT. Cook and others, was accepted, in concurrence.

Bill, “ To change the name of the Female Medical 
Education Society, to New England Female Medical Col
lege, and to reorganize the same,” was read and ordered 
to a second reading.

A

The House “ Resolve in favor of the Town of Belcher- 
town,” came down from the Senate, passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence, with an Amendment, which was adopted, 
in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the motion 
to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill for the gradual 
suppression of Small Bills was indefinitely postponed, was 
lost.

The Bill to incorporate the Massachusetts School of 
Agriculture was next taken up, the question being on 
ordering the same to a third reading.

An Amendment was offered by Mr. Temple, of Fra
mingham, pending which, the Bill was recommitted to 
the Committee on Agriculture.

The Bill to set off a part of the Town of Braintree, 
and annex the same to the Town of Quincy, was next
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taken up, the question being on ordering the same to a 

third reading. Amendments were offered by Mr. Aber

crombie, of Quincy, pending which, the Orders of the 

Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, from the Committee on Elec
tions, on the Remonstrance of Joseph Day and others, 
reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Burt, of Lowell, the Report of the 

Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, on an Or

der relative to suspending work upon the Lunatic Hos

pital in W estern Massachusetts, was taken from the 

table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ In  addition to an Act relating to Leasehold Estates,”

“ To extend the time for locating and constructing the 
Rockport Railroad,”

(W hich severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) and
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“ Authorizing the County Commissioners of the County 
of Middlesex to lay out a highway and construct a bridge 
over Malden River,”

(Which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Barney, of Nantucket, presented the Petition of 
William R. Easton and others, citizens of Nantucket, in 
aid of the Petition of R. B. Forbes and others, for a State 
Nautical School.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Evans, of Amesbury, presented the Remonstrance 
of D. C. Bagley and others, of the town of Amesbury, 
against the extension or renewal of the charter of the 
Essex Merrimac Bridge.

Mr. Bagley, of Salisbury, presented the Remonstrance 
of Ezekiel Brown and others, against the same.

Mr. Low, of Manchester, presented the Remonstrance 
of Isaac Allen and others. Also,

The Remonstrance of J. W. Allen and others, severally 
against the Petition of A. W. Smith and others, for au
thority to locate a public way across the tide-waters of 
Manchester River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
74
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Mr. Leach, of Plymouth, presented the Hemonstrance 
of Josiah Robbins and others, of Plymouth.

Mr. Baxter, of Quincy, presented the Remonstrance of 
Joshua Whitmarsh and others, legal voters of Abington.

Mr. Upham, of Dorchester, presented the Remonstrance 
of Frederick Davis and others, legal voters of Falmouth. 
Also,

The Remonstrance of Reuben Higgins, second, and 
others, legal voters of Wellfleet. Also,

The Remonstrance of Daniel Fisher and others, of 
Edgartown. Also,

The Remonstrance of Thomas Bradley and others, of 
Tisbury. Also,

The Remonstrance of Jesse C. Snow and others, legal 
voters of Orleans. Also,

The Remonstrance of Joseph L. McDonald and others, 
legal voters of Truro. Also,

The Remonstrance of Lewis Smith and others, legal 
voters of Eastham. Also,

The Remonstrance of E. T. Cushman and others, legal 
voters of Kingston. Also,

The Remonstrance of Thacher Ryder, and others, of 
Chatham, severally against the passage of the Bill to
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incorporate the Boston and Cape Cod Marine Telegraph 
Company.

Severally laid on the table.

Mr. Lovett, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Seth W. Parshley, for damages sustained by him during 
the rebuilding of Charles River Bridge.

Mr. York, of Rockport, presented the Petition of W il
liam Goday, of Rockport, for aid.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Harding, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of 
the First Freewill Baptist Society of Lawrence, for an 
Act of incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Andrews, of Danvers,

Ordered, That Dr. J. S. Rock be allowed the use of 
the Hall, on Friday evening, the fourth day of April 
next, for the purpose of delivering a lecture on th • Unity 
of the Races, before the members of the Legislature.
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On motion of Mr. Stone, of Charlestown,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary con

sider the expediency of providing by law, that where 

damages are sustained by any person by reason of a de

fect in streets, obstructions, or from other causes, in con

sequence of the location of any Horse Railroad, that has 

been, or may hereafter be located in any street or high

way, within any city or town in the Commonwealth, and 

where legal proceedings become necessary to recover said 

damages, that sudi suits shall be brought against said 

railroad corporations, instead of the city or town where 

damages are sustained.

Also, the expediency of providing, that where judg

ment for damages shall be recovered against such corpo

rations, and sufficient effects of said corporation cannot 

be found to satisfy said judgments, that the private prop

erty of stockholders shall be liable to satisfy damages 

thus determined.

Mr. Austin, of Boston, from the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance, reported an Order of 
Notice on the Petition of Luther Drew, to extend his 

wharf.

Accepted.
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Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Sever, from the Committee on Finance, on the 
Order of Mr. Fletcher, of Lowell, in relation to the 
salary of the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Mr. Fessenden, from the Committee on Towns, on the 
Order of Mr. Williams, of Hadley, of the twenty-fourth 
ultimo, in relation to monuments on town lines, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Accepted.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hall, from the Committee on Bills in a Third 
Reading, on the Resolve in favor of the State Reform. 
School for Girls, reported the same Bill in a new draft. 
The Bill was read a third time, passed to he engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hinds, of Boston, the Bill in rela
tion to the election of Clerks of Courts and other County
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Officers, was taken from the table, and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Board of Education, relative to the appropriations for 
that department, which was referred to the Committee on 

Finance.

The Engrossed Bills,

“ To authorize the Second Parish in W est Newbury to 
dispose of their Burial Grounds,”

“ To incorporate the Framingham Hotel Company,”

“ In  addition to certain Acts authorizing Benjamin 
W. Miller to plant Oysters in Taunton Great River,”

“ In  addition to an Act to authorize the Newburyport 
Railroad Company to construct a Branch Railroad,”

“ To extend the time for locating ai d constructing the 
Amherst and Belchertown Railroad,”

“ Relating to Fishways at the several Dams on Barker’s 
River, so called, in the town of Pembroke,”

“ To authorize Zeno Crowell to build a wharf,”

“ To change the corporate name of the Fourth Congre

gational Precinct in Rochester, and for other purposes,”
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“ In  addition to an Act to authorize W . C. Barstow, 
B. C. Ward, E. S. Rand and C. G. Gilbert, to extend their 

wharf,”

To authorize Albert Bowker and Joshua Bates to 
build and extend their wharves,”

(Which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives.)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

The Engrossed Resolve, “ Concerning the Quarter
master-General's Department,”

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)

W as passed, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.

Ordered, in concurrence, That all Orders of Notice 
shall be made returnable on or before the fifteenth day of 
April, and all Petitions requiring Orders of Notice, which 
cannot be made returnable on or before that time, shall 
be referred to the next Legislature. Also,

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions consider the expediency of amending the
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laws concerning the examination of convicts in the State 
Prison, alleged to be insane.

Orders of Notice were issued, in concurrence, on the 

several Petitions of
Henry Howland and others, and 
Donald McKay, (additional.)

The Reports, “ leave to withdraw,” on the Petition 
of Sumner Sargent and others, and

J. W. Slocumb and others, were severally accepted, in 
concurrence.

Bills, “ Concerning the Boston and Roxbury Mill Cor

poration,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Tremont 

Gas Light Company,”

“ In addition to an Act to extend Albany Street, in the 

city of Boston,”

“ Concerning the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike Cor

poration,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, the first 
matter being the Bill to set off a part of the town of
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Braintree and annex the same to the town of Quincy, 
the question being first on the amendments offered by Mr. 
Abercrombie, of Quincy, and then on ordering the same 
to a third reading. The Previous Question was ordered, 
on motion of Mr. Pool, of Abington, and the question 
having been taken, the amendments were adopted, and 
the Bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading.

The Bill to prevent the evasion of Laws for the sup
pression. of Lotteries, was then taken up, read a third 
time, amended, on motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve providing for the pay of the Council, 
Senate, and House of Representatives, was read a third 
time, amended, on motion of Mr. C. Llale, of Boston, 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bill in addition to an Act entitled an Act concerning 
Mortgages of Personal Property, was read a third time, 
amended, on motion of Mr. Loring, of Boston, passed to 
be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company 
was read a third time, amended, on motion of Mr. Taft, 
of Worcester, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.
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Bills, “ To extend the time for the construction, of the 
Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad,”

“ To incorporate the Gardner Library Association,” 
and

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the East Boston 
Free Bridge,”

Were severally read a third time, passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bills, “ To punish Frauds in Officers of Corporations, 
and other persons,”

“ In  further addition to an Act establishing the City of 
Cambridge,”

“ Establishing a Probate Court in North Bridgewater, 
in the County of Plymouth, and changing the time for 
holding the Probate Court in Middleboro’, in said 
County,” and

The Resolves, “ On the Petition of the Guardian of the 
Chappequiddic Indians, and others,”

“ In relation to the State Library,”

W ere severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.
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The Bill, “ To exempt certain articles from Attach
ment and Execution,” was read a second time, and re
committed to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Senate Resolve, “ In addition to a Resolve relating 
to the Massachusetts Convention of one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-eight,” was read three times, under a 
suspension of the Rules, and passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Baxter, of Quincy,

The House

Adjourned.




