
Wednesday, April 1, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Stedman, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Federal Relations inquire 

into the expediency of amending the Constitution, or of 
enacting a law, if it can be done by statute, to the effect, that 
no persons shall hold office of profit or trust under the General 
and State Governments, at the same time.

On motion of Mr. Rolfe, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be requested 

to inquire into the expediency of continuing the appropriation 
for making Meteorological Observations, as provided in the 
seventy-seventh chapter of the Resolves of eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four.

Mr. Cox, of Malden, presented the Remonstrance of Barrett 
and Richardson, against the Petition of the Crystal Lake 
Water Works.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Whiton, of Hingham, presented the Remonstrances of 
Gridley F. Hersey and others,
David Fearing and others,
James S. Lewis and others,

Severally of Hingham, severally against the Petition of Samuel 
Breck and others.
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Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, presented the Petition of Charles 
Tucker and others, of Dartmouth, in aid of the Petition of 
John H. Sisson and others.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, on leave, introduced a Bill, to 
give the consent of this Commonwealth to the taking of cer
tain lands by the United States, for the purposes of military 
defence, and the same was read, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was committed the Annual 
Report of the State Industrial School for Girls, reported there
on, in part,

A Resolve, concerning the State Industrial School for Girls, 
at Lancaster.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
Brighton Market Bank, reported

A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of Brighton Market 
Bank.

And said Resolve and Bill were read and ordered to a sec
ond reading.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petitions of

The Atlas Bank, in Boston,
The Union Bank, in Boston,
The Columbian Bank, in Boston,

Reported,
That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.
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Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Order of March twenty-fourth, 
relative to the choice of School Committees, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And said Reports were severally placed in the Orders of t,ha 
Day.

Tapers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To authorize Silas Hatch and others, to construct a cart

way in the town of Falmouth,”
“ To authorize the Eliot Fire Insurance Company to hold 

Real E s t a t e a n d

A Resolve, “ On the Petition of Charles Brigham,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Educa
tion, on the Petitions of Henry K. Oliver and others, and A. 
Kreissman and others;

Of the Committee on Manufactures, on the Petition of Jon
athan Peirce and others ;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Petition of Sheldon Crowell and others,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Petitions of
The Selectmen of Huntington, relative to Bridges, and 
F. W. Prescott and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges.

The Petitions of
The Town of Methuen, and 
T he City of New Bedford and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Fisheries.
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The Petitions of
The Fairhaven Railroad Company,
The Western Avenue Railroad Company,
The Hampden and Hampshire Railroad Company,
The Horn Pond Branch Railroad Company, and 
William D. Swan and others,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petitions of
Daniel B. Tarr and others,
Charles Friend and Company, and 
Batters and Company and another,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Bill to authorize the County Commissioners of Middle
sex to lay out a Highway, and construct a Bridge over Mystic 
River, in the town of Medford, was committed to the Com
mittee on Roads and Bridges.

The Remonstrance of the Officers, Stockholders and citizens 
doing business with the Attleborough Bank, against the Peti
tion of O. S. Balcom and others, was referred to the Commit
tee on Banks and Banking.

Severally in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ To authorize Abraham Read and others, to build a Wharf 

in the City of Fall River,”
“ To authorize George Dunham and another, to build a 

Wharf, (which severally originated in the House,) and

The Bills,
“ Concerning the Middlesex Horse Railroad Company,”
“ In relation to the Massachusetts Historical Society,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Pemberton Mills,” 

(which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
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The Resolve,
“ Authorizing the Board of Education to appoint Agents,” 

(which originated in the Senate,) and
The Resolve, in favor of Edward Lamb, (which originated 

in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Bill to repeal the one hundred and fifty-second chapter 
of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, was taken from 
the table and considered, and the hour specially assigned for 
taking the question on ordering the same to a third reading, 
having arrived, the same was postponed to one and a half 
o’clock, P. M., which hour having arrived, it was ordered, on 
motion of Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, that the question be 
taken by Yeas and Nays.

And thereupon the Roll was called, when it appeared that 
there were one hundred and eleven Yeas, and one hundred and 
ninety-four Nays.

So the Bill was refused a third reading. [See Appendix, 
No. 14.]

And then

The House

Adjourned.



\



Thursday, April 2, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 

granted for the purpose of an Address on “ a plan of brotherly 
copartnership of the North and South, for the peaceful extinc
tion of Slavery,” by Elihu Burritt, on Wednesday evening 
next.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of so amending the law affect
ing public Notices, as to provide that no Order of Notice 
touching Real Estate, shall be deemed sufficient, unless a 
printed or written copy of said Notice be sent to the owners 
of such Real Estate, or who may appear to be such owners, 
on an examination of the Registry of Heeds of the County, 
where said Real Estate may be situated, by mailing such copy 
to the address of said owners, when the same can be ascer
tained.

On motion of Mr. Perry, of New Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 

inquire into the expediency of repealing chapter one hundred 
and twenty-fourth, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, and also to inquire into the manner of conducting business 
by any and all persons acting under the authority of said Acts, 
with power to send for persons and papers.
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Mr. Alden, of Duxbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
Joshua T. Brewster and others, of Duxbury, against the Peti
tion of Samuel Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of John 
Federhen and others, for a law fixing the Salary of Sealers of 
Weights and Measures in the Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Hall, of Rockport, presented the Petition of Josiah 
Griffin, of Rockport, for payment of arrearages due him as a 
member of the Legislature in the year eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Stephens, of Beverly, presented the Petition of John 
Conant and others, of North Beverly, that the County Com
missioners of Essex County may have authority to lay out 
Essex Bridge as a public highway.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. J. B. Keyes, of Watertown, presented the Remonstrance 
of

A. B. Rogers and others, and 
Isaac Robbins and others,

Severally against the Petition of Stephen Perry and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported,

Granting leave of absence to Mr. Bertram, of Salem, for' 
the remainder of the session, from the sixth instant.

And said Report was accepted.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate
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and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of March 
ninth, relative to Terms of the Probate Court in the town of 
Newton; and

Mr. Fitch, from the same committee, on the Order of March 
twenty-third, relative to preferred claims for labor; and

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petition of Thomas Worcester 
and others,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Ezra 
Hammond and others ; also,

The Petition of Loring Wheeler and others, and Seth Davis 
and others;

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the County Commissioners of the County of 
Essex, for leave to borrow money, reported,

That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.

And said Reports were placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was recommitted the Bill in further addition to 
an Act to establish the City of Cambridge,

Reported the same in a new draft.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill to estab
lish the Terms of the Probate Court in the County of Middle
sex, reported

That the same ought to pass.
The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 

was referred the Order of January twenty-third, relative to the 
distribution of the Estates of Intestates, reported

A Bill, in relation to the distribution of Estates of persons 
deceased.

Mr. Kimball, of Salem, from the Committee on Public Char-
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¡table Institutions, to whom was referred the Report of the 
Inspectors of the State Almshouse, at Tewksbury, reported 
thereon in part,

A Resolve in favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury.

And these Bills and Resolve were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Reports (asking to be discharged) of the Committee on 

Banks and Banking, on the Report of the Receivers of the 
Grocers’ Bank, and

(Inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on Education 
on the House Order of March thirteenth, relative to the duties 
of Teachers of Academies and Private Schools; also,

On the House Order of March eighteenth, relative to the 
Compensation of School Committees; also,

On the Plouse Order of March fourth, relative to the powers 
of School Committees,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Bay.

The Petition of Lyman W. Dean and others, in aid of the 
Petition of O. S. Balcom and others, was referred to the Com 
mittee on Banks and Banking, in concurrence.

An Engrossed Bill, “ Concerning the Trustees of African 
Methodist Episcopal Churches,” (which originated in the Sen
ate,) was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and on 
motion of Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, undebatable matters 
were first acted on ; and

The Bills,
“ Authorizing transcripts of Town or City Records,”
“ To authorize Samuel J. Goodwin to build a Wharf in 

Swampscott,”
“ To incorporate the American Print Works,”
“ To establish the Salary of the Assistant-Clerk of the 

Superior Court of the County of Suffolk,”
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Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ In addition to an Act entitled an Act concerning Notes 

payable on demand,”
“ Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company 

and

The Resolve, “ On the Petition of the Overseers of Gay 
Head,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ Concerning Police Courts,”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Leasehold Estates,”
“ To incorporate the Charles River Navigation Company,”
“ To authorize John Perkins and others to build a Wharf,” 
“ To repeal chapter eighteen of the Resolves of eighteen 

hundred and fifty-one, concerning the Potato Rot,”
“ To incorporate the Monnamoiet Insurance Company,”
“ To amend chapter two hundred and fifteen, of the laws 

of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, entitled, An Act relating to 
the Organization of Corporations for Educational, Charitable 
and Religious purposes,”

“ To establish the dividing line between the towns of East 
Bridgewater and Halifax,” and

The Resolves,
“ Authorizing the sale of certain Real Estate in Boston, for

merly belonging to B. P. Plomer, deceased,”
“ In favor of the Pierring Pond Indians,”
“ In aid of the Troy Indians,”

Were-severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The House Bill, in relation to the powers of County Com
missioners in laying out ways across Railroads,
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Was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Orders of February sixteenth and twen
tieth, relative to Schools and School-houses, was accepted.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Fisheries, on the Petitions of

The Selectmen of Swanzey,
Joseph Fowler and others,
The Town of Plymouth, and 
James Huckins and others ;

Of (reference to the next Legislature) of the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, on the Petition of the Fitchburg Rail
road Company, and

(Inexpedient to legislate) on the Senate Order relative to 
the encroachments of Horse Railroads;

Of the Committee on Education, on the Order of March 
thirteenth, relative to the employment of Female Teachers as 
Principals of High Schools ;

(Leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Towns on the 
Petition of Leonhard Richmond and others,

Were severally accepted, the first six in concurrence, and the 
last two, sent up for concurrence.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Resolves 
for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas.

Mr. Stedman, of Boston, offered an additional Resolve, as 
an amendment to the same, but before taking the question on 
the adoption of the same, the Orders of the Day were laid on 
the table.

Mr. Goddard, of Brookline, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill, “ In relation to the powers of County 
Commissioners in laying out Ways across Railroads,” was 
passed to be engrossed, and the motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.
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On motion of Mr. Stedman, of Boston, the Statement of 
the Expenses of the Alien Commissioners from eighteen hun
dred and fifty-one to eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, was 
taken from the table, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, and sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were again taken up,

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.





Friday, April 3, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Campbell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any further legislation is necessary in regard to bills of 
costs in civil cases.

On motion of Mr. Rariney, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider whether any further legislation is necessary to trans
fer cases of insolvency from Commissioners of Insolvency to 
Courts of Insolvency in cases of death, resignation, or removal 
of the Commissioner.

On motion of Mr. Ranney, of Boston,
The Petition of Fanny Smith and Lynde Smith, with the 

Order of Notice thereon, was taken from the table, and refer
red to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Farley, of Ipswich, presented the Remonstrance of Jacob 
Brown and others, of Ipswich, against the Petition of the City 
of Lawrence, and the same was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Re

form in State Expenditures, consider the expediency of extend- 
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ing the powers and duties of County Officers, and of changing 
the organization thereof, so that the Legislature may be relieved 
from a portion of the minor business now annually brought 
before it.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington,
Ordered, That the Committee on Parishes and Religious 

Societies consider the expediency of amending chapter two 
hundred and thirteen, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, and chapter three hundred and nineteen, of the 
Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, relating to assess
ments of Pews in Churches, so that the consent of two-thirds 
of such pew owners only shall be necessary to authorize such 
assessments, instead of the consent of all, as is now provided 
by the Acts aforesaid.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, presented the Petition of Nathaniel 
Safford and others, relative to the Neponset Bridge, and the 
Weymouth and Braintree Turnpike Corporations.

Mr. Harris, of Springfield—The Petition of the Proprietors 
of Sunderland Bridge, for an amendment to their Charter.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Blackmer, of Rochester, presented the Petition of John 
Bowlin and others, relative to a division of the town of Ro
chester.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Alden, of Duxbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
Calvin Shepherd and others, against the Petition of Samuel 
Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, presented the Memorial of Elizur 
Wright, in regard to Life Insurance, and the same was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed.
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Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Fanny 
M. Smith and Lynde Smith ; also,

The Petition of Lemuel Keyes, for confirmation of title to, 
Real Estate, reported, <1 >

That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, from the Joint Special Com
mittee, to whom was referred the Bill (from the files of last 
year) to secure to the Overseers of Harvard College, their rights 
under the Charter of said College, reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
John Stockman and others, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Roxbury Gas 
Light Company.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of James Reed and others, reported

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Boston and New York Steam
ship Company.”

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Allen Howland 
and others, reported

A Resolve, “ Relating to the Estate of Abraham Russell.”

And these Bills and Resolve were read, and ordered to a 
second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Resolve, “ In favor of Samuel Cook,” was read, and 

ordered to a second reading.

An Order, together with certain Resolves relative to the 
limits of Legislative Power, were read, and on motion of Mr. 
Russell, of Boston, 'specially assigned for consideration on 
Thursday next, April ninth, at eleven o’clock, A. M.
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Mr. Ranney, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Bill, in addition to an Act, entitled, An Act con
cerning Notes payable on demand, was yesterday passed to be 
engrossed, and the motion was placed in the Orders of the 
Bay.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, in relation to 
the powers of County Commissioners, in laying out ways 
across Railroads, was passed to be engrossed, was carried in 
the affirmative, and the Bill was replaced in the Orders of the 
Day.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Resolves 
for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas, the ques
tion being on the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Sted- 
man, of Boston ; before taking the question thereon, the Orders 
of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That the Honorable Justices of the Supreme 
Judicial Court be requested, as soon as they conveniently can, 
to give their opinion to this House, upon the following ques
tion : Is the appropriation proposed in the “ Resolves for the 
relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas,” now pending in 
this House, constitutional ?

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Jud 
ciary, to whom was referred the Senate “ Resolve on the 
Petition of E. B. Stoddard,” reported,

That the same ought to pass, and the Resolve was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Chatham,

The House

Adjourned.



Saturday, April 4, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Auditor be requested to furnish this House 

with a statement of the State Printing for the years eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, drawn up in such manner as to 
show how much has been paid in each year for composition, 
paper, press work, folding and binding, respectively, and the 
quantity of work done of each kind ; also, a statement show
ing how much has been done by order of each branch of the 
Legislature, and how much by order of other officers or depart
ments of the government.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether the one hundred and fifty-seventh chapter 
of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, requires any 
modification.

On motion of Mr. Joy, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of repealing or amending the forty- 
ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and the several Acts in 
addition thereto.
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On motion of Mr. Perkins, of Newbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be instructed 

to consider and report what compensation shall be allowed to 
the Chaplains of the Legislature, for their services during the 
present session.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester, presented the Remonstrance of 
F. G. Low and others, of Gloucester, and

Mr. Perkins, of Newbury, the Remonstrance of Joseph Per
kins and others, of Newbury,

Severally against the Petition of the City of Lawrence.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield, the Petition of 
Marble Shepard and others, with the Order of Notice thereon, 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Bugbee, of Webster, presented the Petition of B. B. 
Chandler, of Webster, for remuneration for damages sustained 
by him from the Indians located in that town.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Hunt, of Kingston, presented the Remonstrance of Hen
ry Pope and others, of Halifax;

Mr. Kinney, of Wareham, the Remonstrance of Oliver 
Churchill and others, of Plympton ;

Mr. Blackmer, of Rochester, the Remonstrances of,
James Ruggles and others,
George Bonney and others,
Rogers L. Barstow and others,

Severally against the Petition of Samuel Breck and others.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on that 
subject.

On motion of Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket,
The Annual Report of the Treasurer of the Marshpee and
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Herring Pond Indians, was taken from the table, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March twelfth, relative 
to the power of Sheriffs to serve venires ; also,

The Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to the powers 
of Constables; also the fees of the said officers, and also Dep
uty-Sheriffs; also,

The Order of February twelfth, relative to the fees of Sher
iffs and their deputies; also,

The Order of January fifteenth, relative to the Acts of eigh
teen hundred and fifty-two, “ Concerning persons under sen
tence of Death,” reported on these several Orders,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports, except the last named, (which was 
accepted,) were placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of March nineteenth, relative to con
veyances of the Real Estate of Married Women who may be 
Insane, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of William Hale and others, and

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Marble Shepard and others,

Severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.

And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Dean, of Rehoboth, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Middle- 
borough and Taunton Railroad Company, reported
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A Bill for the extension of the Middleborough and Taunton 
Railroad.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of February 
nineteenth, relative to the Terms of the Probate Court in the 
County of Bristol, reported

A Bill establishing Terms of the Probate Court for the 
County of Bristol.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty- 
second, relative to the Salaries of the District-Attorneys of 
certain Districts, reported

A Bill to fix the salaries of the District-Attorneys for the 
Northern, Eastern and Southern Districts.

The same gentleman, from the same Committee, to whom 
was referred the Senate Bill concerning the offence of obtain
ing property under false pretences, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

And these Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. King, of Roxbury, was 
rejected.

A Communication was read by the Speaker, from the Rev. 
Daniel B’oster, resigning his appointment as Chaplain of the 
House, the same to take effect from the first of May next.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills, “ concerning the Fairhaven Mutual Marine Insurance 

Company, and the Attleboro’ Mutual Fire Insurance Com
pany,”

“ To amend the Charter of Westfield Academy,”
“ To set off a part of the town of Beverly and annex the 

same to the town of Danvers,”
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“ Concerning the Equitable Marine Insurance Company,” 
and

The Resolves,
“ In favor of Lucas and Mayberry,”
“ In favor of the Massachusetts State Teachers’ Associa

tion,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
relative to the constitutionally of the Act of 1856 for the re
lief of insolvent debtors and the more equal distribution of their 
effects, was referred to the Joint Special Committee on so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to Courts of In
solvency.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
The Sunderland Bridge Corporation,
The Selectmen of Lakeville, and 
Henry F. Pitman.

Severally in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ To incorporate the United States Hotel Company, at 

Lawrence,”
“ Concerning Loan Fund Associations,” (which originated 

in the House of Representatives,)
“ Concerning Police Courts,” (which originated in the 

Senate,)

Wer e severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ Authorizing the sale of certain Real Estate in Boston, 

formerly belonging to B. P. Homer, deceased, (which originated 
in the Senate,)

“ Authorizing the publication of Laws and Official Infor
mation,” (which originated in the House,)
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Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington, the Bill to set off 
a part of the town of Dux bury, and annex the same to the 
town of Kingston, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, 
read a third time, amended, and as amended, passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence, and the amendment was sent up for 
concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and in acting on 
uudebatable matters,

The Bills,
“ To authorize the Eliot Fire Insurance Company to hold 

Real Estate,”
“ To authorize Silas Hatch and others, to construct a Cart- 

way in the town of Falmouth,”
“ In relation to the Distribution of Estates of persons de

ceased,”
“ To establish the Terms of the Courts of Probate in the 

County of Middlesex,”
“ In further addition to an Act to establish the City of Cam

bridge,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Roxbury Gas 

Light Company;”

And the Resolves,
“ Concerning the State Industrial School for Girls,”
“ On the Petition of Charles Brigham,”
“ On the Petition of E. B. Stoddard,”
“ In favor of Samuel Cook,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ Authorizing transcripts of Town or City Records,”
“ To authorize Samuel J. Goodwin to build a Wharf in

Swampscott,”



SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1857. 443

“ To establish the salary of the Assistant-Clerk of the Supe
rior Court for the County of Suffolk,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bill, to incorporate the American Print Works,
Was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, in con

currence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery, on the Petitions of,

Lemuel Keyes,
Fanny M. Smith and Lynde Smith,
Ezra Hammond and Betsey T. Hammond,
Loring Wheeler and others,
Seth Davis and others,
The Commissioners of the County of Essex, for leave to 

borrow money ;

And the Reports (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of 
March ninth, relative to holding certain Terms of the Probate 
Court at Newton ;

On the Order of March twenty-third, relative to preferred 
claims for labor,

Were severally accepted.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Manufactures on the Petition of Jonathan Pierce and others ;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies on 
the Petition of Shelden Crowell and others ;

And (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on Ed
ucation on the Order of March thirteenth, relative to the duties 
of teachers of Academies and Private Schools ;

On the Order of March eighteenth, relative to the compen
sation of School Committees ;

On the Order of March fourth, relative to the powers of 
School Committees ;
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(Asking to be discharged) of the Committee oil Banks and 
Banking,on the Report of the Receivers of the Grocers’ Bank; 
and

(Inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on Education 
on the Petition of Thomas Worcester;

Of the Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the 
Bill (from the fries) to secure to the Overseers of Harvard Col
lege their rights, under the charter of said college,

Were severally accepted, the first six in concurrence, the last 
two sent up for concurrence.

The House then took up the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the Bill in addition to an Act entitled an Act con
cerning notes payable on demand was passed to be engrossed, 
and the same was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was 
then restored to its place in the Orders of the Day.

The House then renewed the consideration of the Resolves 
for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas, the ques
tion being on the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Sted- 
man, of Boston.

On motion of Mr. Batcheller, of Sutton, the hour of twelve 
o’clock, M., on Friday next, was assigned for taking the ques
tion on ordering the Resolves to a third reading.

The amendment of Mr. Stedman was rejected.

Mr. Batcheller, of Sutton, proposed an amendment to the 
Resolves, pending the question on which the whole subject 
was laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, the Report of the 
Committee on Education on the Order of March twenty- 
fourth, relative to the choice of School Committees, was dis
charged from the Orders of the Day and recommitted to the 
Committee on Education.
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The Senate Bill, To Authorize the Commissioners of 
Worcester County to borrow money, was discharged from the 
Orders of the Day, read a third time, and passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the amendment proposed by Mr. Stedman, of 
Boston, to the Resolves for the relief of Settlers in the Terri
tory of Kansas, was rejected, and the motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the Report (in
expedient to legislate) of the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the Order of March fifth, relative to Keepers of Boarding 
Houses, was accepted.

The Senate Bill relating to the State House, was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The House Bill extending the time for the construction of 
the Mystic Railroad, was read a third time, amended, (also in 
the title,) and as amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence.

The Bill, “ Regulating the payment of Fines, Forfeitures 
and Costs in Criminal Cases,” was amended, on motion of 
Mr. Vose, of Springfield, by substituting therefor a new Bill, 
and the same was read a third time as amended, and passed 
to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, “ Concerning Election Returns,” was laid on the 
table.

The Bill, “ Requiring certain Returns from Treasurers of 
Savings Institutions,” was then considered, the question bein 
on ordering the same to a third reading; but before takin 
the question,

The House

Adjourned.

bC bC





Monday, April 6, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Petition of F. P. H. 
Rogers and wife, for leave to sell Real Estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probat* and Chancery.

Mr. Bacheller, of Lynn, presented the Petition of Stephen 
Hanson, of Lynn, for the privilege of catching and keeping 
native birds for breeding with foreign varieties.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Paine, of Blackstone, presented the Petition of M. Far- 
num and others, for an Amendment to the Constitution, limit
ing the sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate amend
ments to the House Bill in relation to the accounts of Exec
utors, Administrators and Guardians, and examination of 
persons suspected of Embezzlement, in certain cases, reported,

That the same ought to be adopted.
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Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Lewis Pennell and 
others, reported,

That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Baker, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Order of March seventh, relative to certain lands on Bil
lingsgate Island, reported

A Bill ceding jurisdiction over certain lands on Billingsgate 
Island to the United States.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of March 
fourth, relative to the settlement of the Estates of Deceased 
Persons ; also to whom was recommitted the Senate Bill to 
repeal an Act, relative to suits against Executors and Admin
istrators, reported the latter in a new draft.

•

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the Pe
tition of George W. Richardson and George M. Rice, reported

A Bill, “ In further addition to an Act to establish the City 
of Worcester ; ” also,

On the Order of February thirteenth, relative to the times 
and places of holding Probate Courts in the County of Barn
stable, reported

A Bill, “ To establish Terms of the Probate Court for the 
County of Barnstable,”

And these Bills were read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To incorporate the United States Telegraph Company,”
“ To authorize the Boston Five Cents Savings Bank to hold 

Real Estate,” and

A Resolve in favor of Ralph K. Jones,

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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A Report (granting leave to withdraw) of the Committee 
on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of Isaac 
Clapp,

Was read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Petition of Samuel Breck and others, was recommitted 
to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

A Petition of N. P. Banks, Jr., and others, was referred to 
the Committee on Prisons.

Severally in concurrence.

The Engrossed Resolves, relating to the proposed Amend
ments of the Constitution (which originated in the House of 
Representatives) was passed and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ To repeal chapter eighteen of the Resolves of eighteen 

hundred and fifty-one, concerning the Potato Rot,”
“ To authorize John Perkins and others, to build a Wharf,”
“ To incorporate the Monnamoiet Insurance Company,”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Leasehold Estates,” 

(which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Talbot, of Boston, the vote whereby the 
“ Bill relating to the State House,” was, on Saturday, passed 
to be engrossed, was reconsidered, under a suspension of the 
Rules. The same gentleman then offered a substitute for the 
second section of the Bill, which, after beingamended,on motion 
of Mr. Hale, of Boston, was adopted, and the Bill as amended, 
was then passed to be engrossed, and the Amendment was 
sent, up for concurrence.

Mr. Johnson, of Dana, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Bill to authorize the Commissioners of Worces
ter County to borrow money, was passed to be engrossed, and 
the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.
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The Orders of the Day were taken up. and the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Stedman, of Boston, to the Resolves “ For the relief of Set
tlers in the Territory of Kansas” was rejected, was laid on 
the table.

The Unfinished Business of Saturday was then taken up, 
to wit: The Bill requiring certain Returns from Treasurers of 
Savings Institutions.

On motion of Mr. Ranney, of Boston, the same was amend
ed, and as amended, ordered to a third reading.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned



Tuesday, April 7, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Ilaie, of Boston,
Ordered, That Mr. Atwood, of Provincetown, be invited to 

deliver a second lecture on some subject connected with Ichthy
ology, in the Hall the House of Representatives, on Friday 
evening, April tenth, and that the use of the Hall be granted 
for that purpose.

Mr. Endicott, of Canton, presented the Petition of Ezekiel 
Capon and others, of Canton, for aid to the Free State Settlers 
in Kansas.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia consider the 

expediency of amending the third section of the three hundred 
and sixty-seventh chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, so as to confer upon the commanding officers of 
each Brigade, the power therein given to the commanding 
officers of every Regiment, Battalion or detached Company.

Mr. Trafton, of Dighton, presented the Remonstrances of 
William Cobb and others,
Theodore Dean and others,
Allen Presbrey and others, and 
The Town of Raynham,
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Severally against the Petition of the City of New Bedford and 
others, relative to the Alewive Fishery in the Acushnet River.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Bradley, of Tisbury, presented the Petition of Thomas
N. Hillman, for leave to build a wharf in Holmes’ Hole 
Harbor.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of Ben
jamin B. Knight and others, for an Act of incorporation as the 
Hebron Manufacturing Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, presented the Remonstrance of 
Joseph .1. Freeman and others, against the division of the town 
of Attleborough.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of March 
eleventh, relative to Notices of Intention of Marriage, reported

A Bill, “ In addition to the several Acts in relation to the 
Solemnization of Marriage,” and the same was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, That the Special Committee appointed to consider 

the expediency of annulling the contract by which the Farm 
connected with the State Reform School at Westborough, was 
placed under the State Board of Agriculture,” be authorized 
to visit the premises and make such examination as they may 
think proper.

The Petition of the Proprietors of India Wharf, for a law 
to enable them to convert into personal estate the shares in
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said corporation, which are now, by law, real estate, was re
ferred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, to authorize 
the County Commissioners of Worcester to borrow money 
was passed to be engrossed, was laid on the table.

The Bill, providing for the election of Selectmen, Assessors, 
Overseers of the Poor and School Committees, was taken up, 
the question being on the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. 
Wood, of Hopkinton. After debate, the amendment was re
jected, and the Bill was then ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, to confirm an Indenture concerning the Back Bay, 
was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, to exempt from levy on execution the Homestead 
of a Householder, was read a second time, and pending the 
question on ordering the same to a third reading, Mr. E. Wright, 
of Boston, proposed a substitute for the Bill, which was read, 
and ordered to be printed.

The House Bill, relating to the Trustee Process, was read 
a third time, and further amended, on motion of Mr. Ranney, 
of Boston, and as amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence.

The Bills,
“ In relation to Worthless Bank Bills,” and
“ Concerning Guardians and Wards,”

Were severally read a second time, amended, and as 
amended, ordered to a third reading.

The House Bill, in relation to the form of Bond to be given 
by Executors who are residuary legatees, the same being an 
amended draft of the Senate Bill relative to the same subject,
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was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence.

The Bill, “ Authorizing the removal of the office of the Reg
ister of Deeds for the Northern District of Berkshire, from 
Lanesborough to Adams,” was read a third time, and pending 
the discussion on ordering the same to a third reading, Mr. 
Burlingbam, of Lanesborough, offered an amendment to the 
Bill, but before any action was had thereon, the whole subject 
was laid on the table.

The Bill, “ To amend the Charter of the Boston Inland 
Mutual Insurance Company,” was read a second time, but 
before taking the question on ordering the same to a third 
reading,

The House

Adjourned.



Wednesday, April 8, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr Stephens, of Beverly,
Ordered, That Mr. Atwood, of Provincetovvn, be invited to 

repeat his first lecture on some subject connected with Ichthy
ology, in the Hall of the House of Representatives, on Thurs
day afternoon, at three o’clock, and that the use of the Hall 
be granted for that purpose.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
Ordered, That the Auditor be instructed to furnish, for the 

information of the House, a statement in detail of all pay
ments made and expenses incurred on account of the Back 
Bay Lands, since the year eighteen hundred and fifty.

On motion of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire what 

further legislation is necessary to prevent fraudulent returns to 
the Assessors of the various towns in the Commonwealth, from 
Banking and other Corporations, of the Stock holden by in
habitants of such towns.

On motion of Mr. Perkins, of Newbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any further legislation is necessary in regard to the 
division of lands owned in common, or establishing lines 
between adjoining owners of land.
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On motion of Mr. E. Wright, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of amending the eighth section of 
chapter one hundred and seventy-eight of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and forty-four, so as to conform to the provisions of 
subsequent laws upon the same subject.

Mr. Yose, of Springfield, presented the Petition of Laura N. 
Gorham, for leave to sell Real and Personal Property.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Dillingham, of Falmouth, presented the Petition of 
Matiah Gifford and others, Proprietors of Sipwissett Marsh, 
for renewal of Charter.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, presented the Memorial of the 
Boston Board of Trade, relative to the increase of Banking 
Capital ir the city of Boston.

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Petition of Sam
uel N. Tenney, with the Order of Notice thereon, was recom
mitted to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Carver, of Raynham,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of so amending the first section 
of the one hundred and fifth chapter of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight, as to require the towns to cause to 
be printed and distributed for the use of the inhabitants, 
the Annual Reports of the School Committees.

Mr. Foster, of Taunton, presented the Remonstrance of the 
Old Colony Iron Company, against the Petition of the City 
of New Bedford and others.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Tenney, of Groveland, presented the Petition of Na
thaniel Ladd and others, of Groveland, for an Amendment to 
the Constitution, limiting the Sessions of the Legislature.
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Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures.

Mr. Atwood, of Newburyport, presented the Petition of 
Benajmin Stanton and others, for an Act of incorporation a? 
the Mechanics’ Library Association, of Newburyport.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Johnson, of Abington, presented the Remonstrances of 
Ezekiel D. Dyer and others,
Sumner Shaw and others, and 
Micah H. Pool and others ;

Mr. Kinney, of Wenham, presented the Remonstrance of 
Jacob Washburn and others ;

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth—The Remonstrance of Thomas 
Pierce and others,

Severally against the Petition ol Samuel Breck and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to William T. Richardson, 
member from Cambridge, for three days from the ninth instant, 
and said Report was accepted.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Senate Amendments to the 
Bill in relation to the removal of Snow from the Sidewalks of 
cities, reported,

That the House should concur in the adoption of said 
Amendments, and said Report was accepted, and the Amend
ments accordingly adopted in concurrence.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, to whom
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was referred the Petition of Franklin Hanchett and others, and 
R. E. Holbrook and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Senate Bill, relating to complaints under the 
provisions of the forty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, 
reported,

That the same ought not to pass.

Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, from the Committee on Prisons, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Charles Spear and 
others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bill ceding Jurisdiction to the 
United States over certain lands in New Bedford, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to cede to the United States 
jurisdiction over certain lands and shoals in the city and har
bor of New Bedford.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, from the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges, to whom was referred the Petition of the Mayor 
and Aldermen of the city of Lowell, reported

A Bill todrepeal a part of an Act in addition to an Act 
to incorporate certain persons for the purpose of building 
a bridge over Merrimac River, in the county of Middlesex, be
tween the towns of Dracut and Chelmsford.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March fourteenth, 
relative to regulation of the use of Railroads, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to regulate the use of Railroads, 
and said Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.
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Papers from the Senate.
A Bill concerning attachments of Eeal Estate, and
A Resolve on the Petition of Lydia Barrows and another,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

A Bill to amend and consolidate the several Acts concerning 
Imprisonment for Debt, and to punish Fraudulent Debtors, 
was read and ordered to a second reading.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Fisheries, on the Petition of Nathaniel Pulcifer and another ;

Of the Committee on Education, on the Petition of 
Ezra Porter and others, and 
Benjamin Allen and others,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
Nathaniel F. Safford and others, and 
The Brush Hill Turnpike Corporation.

Severally in concurrence.

Mr. Holden, of Billerica, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Bill, providing for the election of Selectmen, As
sessors, Overseers of the Poor, and School Committees, was 
yesterday ordered to a third reading ; and the motion was 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ For taking the Census of the Legal Voters and Inhabitants 

of this Commonwealth,”
“ To incorporate the Charles River Navigation Company,” 

(which originated in the House of Representatives,)
“ To amend chapter two hundred and fifteen of the laws of 

eighteen hundred and fifty-six, entitled, ‘ An Act relating to 
the organization of Corporations for Educational, Charitable 
and Religious purposes,’ ”
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“ To establish the dividing line between the towns of East 
Bridgewater and Halifax,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ In favor of the Herring Pond Indians,”
“ In aid of the Troy Indians,” (which severally originated in 

the Senate,)

Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Patrick, of Bedford, the Resolves for the 
relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas, were taken from 
the table. Also, the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
the amendment proposed to the same by Mr. Stedman of 
Boston, was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Stedman, of Boston, it was
Ordered, That when the question on the motion to recon

sider is taken, it be taken by Yeas and Nays.

After debate, the Roll was called, and it appeared that there 
were ninety-seven Yeas, and one hundred and twenty-nine 
Nays, so the motion to reconsider was lost.

And the Resolves were then laid on the table. [See Appen
dix, No. 15.]

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



T h u rs d a y , April 9, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Putnam, of Danvers,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether further legislation be not necessary to pro
tect the rights of Plaintiffs in Real Action.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Medford,
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 

inquire into the expediency of providing some suitable com
pensation for the service of the Commissioners appointed 
under the Resolve of the sixteenth of February, eighteen hun
dred and fifty-five, for the consolidation and revision of the 
Statutes of this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the officers of the Troy and Greenfield Rail

road Company report to this House, on or before the twentieth 
instant, the amount subscribed to its Capital Stock, the num
ber of shares held by each individual or Corporation, the num
ber and amount of assessments that have been laid on the 
shares, the amount paid in cash by each stockholder to the 
Treasurer of the Corporation, and the amount paid in services, 
labor, materials or otherwise, and the total liabilities now out
standing against them.

Also, that said Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company re
port, at the same time, the estimated average cost per mile of 
their Railroad, exclusive of the Tunnel, and the amount now 
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required to be expended, in order to complete the first seven 
miles of their road.

Also, that they furnish a copy of their contract for the con
struction of their Railroad and Tunnel.

Mr. Tyler, of Adams, presented the Petition of Joseph Ed
munds and others, in aid of the Petition of Charles Marsh 
and others.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Copeland, of West Bridgewater, presented the Petition 
of G. G. Carr and others, for aid to the Free State Settlers in 
Kansas.

Laid on the Table.

Mr. Copeland, of West Bridgewater, presented the Petition 
of Nahum Snell and others, for an Amendment to the Con
stitution, limiting the Session of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures.

Mr. Trafton, of Dighton, presented the Remonstrance of 
William P. Wood and others, of Somerset, against the Peti
tion of the City of New Bedford and others.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Hunt, of Kingston, presented the Remonstrances of 
Paraclete Holmes and others, and 
Alexander Holmes and others;

Mr. Wilder, of Hanover, presented the Remonstrance of 
William Church and others,

Severally against the Petition of Samuel Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of Andrew Cole 
and others, in aid of that of Waltham and Watertown Rail
road Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on ihe Order of March fifth, relative to amending 
the two hundred and sixty-ninth chapter of the Acts of eigh
teen hundred and fifty-three, and

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of February sixteenth, relative 
to costs in Trustee Process,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Joseph Willard, for an increase of 
Salary, reported,

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Order of 
March seventh, relative to the expense of support of the 
inmates of the Reform School, and Industrial School for Girls, 
reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And said Reports were severally read and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the House Bill, in relation to the 
Jurisdiction of the Supreme Judicial Court, with the Senate 
amendments thereto, reported,

That the House should concur in the adoption of said 
amendments, and the Report was accepted, and the amend
ments accordingly adopted, in concurrence.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, from the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges, to whom was referred the Order of February sixth, 
relative to Land taken for Public Ways,reported

A Bill, relating to Land taken for Public Ways.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the
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Judiciary, on the Order of March twenty-third, relative to the 
crime of Embezzlement, reported

A Bill concerning the crime of Embezzlement.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Orders of January twenty- 
seventh, and February twenty-eighth, relative to the fees of 
Sherifls and Deputy-Sheriffs; also, the Petition of Jacob Howe 
and others, relative to the same subject, reported

A Bill concerning the Fees of Sherifls and their Deputies.

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Noah Lincoln and others, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Lincoln Wharf Company.

Mr. Chase, oi Lynn, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of James A. Knowlton and sundry 
others, in aid, reported

A Bill to authorize James A. Knowlton to drive piles on 
Blaney’s Beach, in Swampscott.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was committed the Bill, in addition to an Act 
to incorporate the Young Men’s Union, of Salem, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Young Men’s Union, of Salem.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Boston 
Barre and Gardner Railroad Company, reported

A Bill concerning the Boston, Barre, and Gardner Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad Company, reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act authorizing the loan of the 
State Credit to enable the Troy and Greenfield Railroad to 
construct the Hoosac Tunnel.
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And these several Bills were read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Resolves,
“ On the Petilion of the Selectmen of Dorchester,”
« On the Petition of Henry P. Sturgis and another,”

Were severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

Bills,
“ Relating to the pasturing of Cattle and other Animals in 

Streets or Ways,”
“ To change the Name and Location of the Etna Furnace 

Company,” *
“ To incorporate the Lagoon Pond Company in Dukes 

County,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

A Report (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of March 
nineteenth, relative to the power of the Legislature to increase 
its own pay, was read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed 
to consider and report if any, and what, action of the Legisla
ture is expedient in relation to the Claim of Massachusetts 
against the General Government for Militia services during 
the last war with Great Britain.

The Petition of the Waltham and Watertown Railroad 
Company for leave to extend their Railroad, and

The Remonstrance of William Appleton and others, against 
the Petition of Western Avenue Railroad Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Engrossed Bill to incorporate the American Print Works, 
(which originated in the Senate) was passed to be enacted 
and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ In favor of Samuel H. Reed,” (which originated in the 

House of Representatives,)
“ Authorizing Lucy Davis and George P. Davis, executors 

of the Will of Samuel Davis, deceased, to sell Real Estate 
of the testator,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

The Senate Bill, to authorize the Boston Five Cent Savings 
Bank, to hold Real Estate, was discharged from the Orders 
of the Day, read twice, and under a suspension of the Rules, 
passed'to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Bill in relation to the removal of Insane Convicts at 
the State Prison, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, 
read a third time, and pending the question on ordering the 
Bill to be engrossed, the hour specially assigned having arrived, 
the House proceeded to the consideration of the Senate Order 
and Resolves relative to the proper limits of Legislative 
Power under the Constitution.

On motion of Mr. Monk, of Stoughton, the Yeas and Nays 
were ordered on the question of adopting the same, in concur
rence.

On motion of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, the Previous 
Question was ordered ; and the Roll having been called, it 
appeared that there were one hundred and eighty-six Yea?) 
and ninety Nays. So the Order and Resolves were adopted, 
in concurrence. [See Appendix, No. 16.]

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the foregoing Order and Resolves were adopted.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, moved a suspension of the Rule, in 
order that the motion might be considered at that time.

Mr. Morrill then proposed to withdraw the motion to recon
sider.

Mr. Hale rose to a point of Order, which, being stated, was,
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that as the motion to suspend the Role was then under con
sideration, it was not competent for the gentleman to withdraw 
his motion to reconsider.

The Chair decided that the point was well taken, and ruled 
as follows : “ It is not competent to withdraw a motion not 
now before the House. The motion to reconsider has been 
placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow, and cannot be 
brought before the House at this time, except by a suspension 
of the Rules, the twenty-second Rule of the House pro
viding that all motions to reconsider shall be placed first 
in the Orders of the Day for the day next succeeding that 
on which the motion shall have been made,—the withdrawal 
of the motion to reconsider at this time, would be analogous 
to the withdrawal of a motion to amend a Bill, the same hav
ing been laid upon the table, or specially assigned for consid
eration at a future day.

“ If the Rules are suspended, the question of reconsideration 
will be before the House; it will then be in Order for the gen
tleman to withdraw his motion, under the ninth Rule, “ before 
amendment or decision.”

Mr. King, of Roxbury, appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and the question having been stated, “ Shall the deci
sion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” the 
vote was taken and decided in the affirmative, so the decision 
of the Chair was sustained.

The question then recurred on the motion to suspend the 
Rule, on which the Yeas and Nays were ordered.

The Roll was called, and it appeared that there were one 
hundred and eighty-two Yeas, and eighty Nays ; so the Rules 
were suspended. [See Appendix, No. 17.]

Thereupon, Mr. Morrill withdrew the motion to reconsider, 
and thereupon, Mr. Swift, of Boston, renewed the motion to 
reconsider, and Mr. Hale, of Boston, moved to suspend the 
Rule, that the motion might be considered at that time. And 
the vote having been taken, it was decided in the allirmative.

The question then recurred on the motion to reconsider, and 
thereon, Mr. Hale, of Boston, moved the Previous Question, 
on which the Yeas and Nays were ordered, and the Roll hav
ing been called, it appeared that there were one hundred and
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thirty-eight Yeas, and eighty-two Nays. [See Appendix, 
No. 18.] The question then recurring on the motion to recon
sider, the Yeas and Nays were ordered thereon, on motion of 
Mr. Plummer, of Boston. Accordingly the Roll was called, 
and it appeared that there were one hundred and fifty-three 
Yeas, and seventy-six Nays; so the motion to reconsider was 
lost. [See Appendix, No. 19.]

The Order and Resolves are as follows:—

O rdered , By the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in concurrence, that the 
accompanying Preamble and Resolutions be adopted as expres
sive of the opinions of the two branches of the Legislature, and 
that the same be entered on the journals accordingly.

C ommonwealth op M assachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

W hereas, The proper and just limit of the powers of the 
legislature of the Commonwealth is a matter which deeply 
concerns the welfare of the people and the prerogative and 
dignity of that branch of the government to which, by the 
Constitution, those powers are intrusted, and

W h erea s , Every official statement of opinion and purpose, 
by the supreme executive magistrate of the Commonwealth, is 
of grave public importance, and deserving respectful and de
liberate consideration, and

W hereas, The senate and house of representatives have been 
recently informed, by a communication from his excellency the 
governor, that an act of the legislature which directs how execu
tive acts shall be promulgated, is, in his judgment, “ an arbi
trary, unjust, and unconstitutional encroachment upon the 
freedom and privileges of the executive department, and an 
unauthorized attempt at dictation as to the manner in which its 
peculiar duties shall be done and in relation thereto his ex
cellency further uses the following language:—“ The Resolve 
is a direct interference, in my judgment, with the legitimate 
functions of the executive branch of the government, and therein
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conflicts directly with that provision, of the Constitution of Mas
sachusetts which declares, that ‘ the legislative department shall 
never exercise the executive and judicial powers, or either of 
them * * * to the end it may be a government of laws
and not of men.’ It certainly must be deemed a novel as well 
as indefensible encroachment on the province of the executive 
to attempt to dictate in what manner purely executive acts shall 
be promulgated and his excellency is further pleased to say 
that it is “ a direct attempt to usurp powers not belonging to 
the legislature,” to enact a law which provides in what mode a 
proclamation for the Annual Fast shall be promulgated ; be it, 
therefore,

R e so lved , That we view with deep regret, the official com
munication from his excellency the governor, of the opinion 
that it is not competent for the legislature to prescribe duties to 
the executive officers of the State, opposed as such opinion 
seems to us to be to the clear provisions of the Constitution, 
and to the uniform practical construction which it has received 
since its adoption.

R eso lved , That the provision of the Constitution that “ the 
legislative department shall never exercise the executive and 
judicial powers, or either of them,” was designed solely to pro
hibit the exercise  by the legislature of executive and judicial 
functions, and not to prevent the legislature from directing the 
performance, by either of those departments, of such executive 
and judicial duties as it shall see fit to prescribe, full power and 
authority being in the Constitution expressly “ given and granted 
to the general court, from time to time, to make, ordain and 
establish all manner of wholesome and reasonable orders, laws, 
statutes and ordinances, directions and instructions, so as the 
same be not repugnant or contrary to the Constitution, as they 
shall judge to be for the good and welfare of the Common
wealth, and for the government and ordering thereof, and to 
set forth the several duties, powers and limits of the several 
civil and military officers of this Commonwealth, so as the same 
be not repugnant to the Constitution.”

R eso lved , That the power now denied by his excellency, has 
been exercised by the legislature, without question, ever since 
the adoption of the Constitution, and in numerous important 
cases ; among others—
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In providing for the reporting and publication of the decisions 
of the Supreme Judicial Court:

In directing the order of business in said court; fixing the 
times and places of the sessions of the same ; providing what 
number of justices shall he a quorum thereof, and assigning 
new duties thereto:

In directing the governor to appoint officers created by the 
legislature, and providing from what persons such appointments 
shall be made:

In providing for the publication of the laws of the Common
wealth, and directing in what newspapers the same shall be 
published:

In providing for the submission to the people of proposed 
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth ; direct
ing his excellency to count the votes of the people upon such 
Amendments; directing the time and manner of such count, 
and the mode in which the result of the same shall be pro
claimed :

In directing the mode of execution of criminals ; at what 
times and to what persons the warrants lor such execution shall 
issue ; in ordering the respiting, by his excellency, of such exe
cution in certain cases, and providing how such warrants shall 
be authenticated.

R e so lv e d , That the end that it be a government of laws and 
not of men, would hardly be attained by a construction of the 
Constitution which exempted any officer or class of officers from 
the power of the law.

R e so lv e d , th e re fo re , That it is competent for the legislature 
to regulate by law, all the duties of the several officers of the 
Commonwealth, and to provide the manner of publication of 
all such official acts, where such regulation and provision is not 
expressly inside in the Constitution.

Adjourned.



Friday, April 10, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 

granted to the members of the Legislature and others, for 
the purpose of holding a Republican State Convention, on 
Wednesday, the twenty-second instant, at seven o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, the Order was re
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield of Foxborough,
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed, of five on the part 

of the House, with such as the Senate may join, to consider 
and report at what time the present Session of the Legislature 
may be brought to a close, consistently with a due regard to 
the interest of the Commonwealth.

A Communication was received from the Auditor, trans
mitting, in compliance with an Order of the House of the 
seventh instant, a detailed statement of all payments made on 
account of Back Bay Lands, since the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty ; and the same was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, presented the Petition of Eli Fer- 
nald and others, of Suffolk, Norfolk and Middlesex Counties, 
for an amendment of the law in relation to the returning of 
the records of attachments on Real Estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
57
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Mr. Adams, of Lowell, presented the Petition of the Justice 
of the Police Court of Lowell, and others in aid, for an altera
tion of the Act establishing said Court.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Remonstrance 
of the Town of Middleborough, against the Petition of the City 
of New Bedford and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Bates, of Plymouth, presented the Remonstrance of 
Warren Wright, and others;

Mr. Kinney, of Wareham, presented the Remonstrances of 
Joseph Barrows and others,
John Murdock and others,
Abiel Thomas and others, and 
Harvey Dunham and others,

Severally against the Petition of Samuel Breck and others

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on that 
subject.

Mr. Perkins, of Newbury, presented the Petition of Belleville 
Congregational Society in Newburyport, for leave to tax 
Pews.

Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, presented the Petition of the Third 
Congregational Society, in Danvers, for a change of Name.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill, to define 
and explain “ An Act relating to the rights and duties of 
Jurors,” which was read and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

Mr. Stedman, of Boston, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Order of
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January twenty-ninth, relative to furnishing supplies and labor 
for the State Almshouses, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And the Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Mayhew, of Milford, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
the Quincy Fire and Marine Insurance Company, reported

A Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy 
Fire and Marine Insurance Company.”

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the same committee, on the Peti
tion of George H. Williams and others, reported

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Jamaica Pond Aqueduct Cor
poration.”

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Petition of the Mayor of 
Roxbury, reported

A Bill, “ Relating to the Fire Department of the City of 
Roxbury.”

And these Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Remonstrance of Jotham Stetson, against the passage of 

a Bill, “ To authorize the construction of a Bridge and High
way in Medford, over Mystic River,” was referred to the Com
mittee on Roads and Bridges.

The Petition of Samuel May and others, for the removal of 
Edward Greeley Loring from the office of Judge of Probate, 
was referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

The Remonstrances of
George Waterman and others,
P. H. Peirce and others,
Ebenezer Pickens and others,
Alfred Wood, Jr., and others,
E. B. Wood and others,
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Severally against the Petition of the City of New Bedford 
and others.

Were severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill, “ To incorporate the Young Men’s Union, of 
Salem, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, read twice, 
under a suspension of the Rules, passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company, 

(which originated in the House of Representatives,)
“ To set off' a part of the town of Duxbury, and annex the 

same to the town of Kingston,”
“ Concerning the State House,” (which originated in the 

Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

An Engrossed Resolve, on the Petition of the Overseers of 
Gay Head, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
was passed and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Resolves 
for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas ; and the 
hour specially assigned for taking the question on ordering the 
same to a third reading, having arrived, it was ordered, on 
motion of Mr. Stedman, of Boston, that the question be taken 
by Yeas and Nays. Accordingly, the Roll was called, and it 
appeared that there were two hundred and six Yeas, and one 
hundred and three Nays; so the Resolves were ordered to a 
third reading. [See Appendix, No. 20.]

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborougb,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any further legislation is necessary in relation to ad
mitting to Bail persons arrested for crime.

On motion of Mr. Bugbee, of Webster,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of repealing so much of the two hundred and 
ninety-eighth chapter of the laws of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, as relates to the Court to be holden at Fitchburg, on the 
first Monday of June.

On motion of Mr. Bates, of Plymouth,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of so amending chapter fifty, section fifth, of the 
Revised Statutes, so far as the same relates to persons present 
at illegal games, that the provisions of said section may be 
extended to all cases where persons are present at said games.

On motion of Mr. Baker, of Medford,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 

to inquire whether any further legislation is required concerning 
the powers of the Supreme Judicial Court, on Writs of Error.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of Lowell, the Report of the 
Committee on the Judiciary on the Petitions of Thomas 
Hanchett and others, and R. E. Holbrook and others, was 
discharged from the Orders of the Day, and recommitted.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the House 
refused to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, “ Providing for 
the election of Selectmen, Assessors, Overseers of the Poor 
and School Committees,” was ordered to a third reading.
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The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Simonds, of Haverhill, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House, during the morning session, ordered 
the Resolves for the Relief of Settlers in Kansas to a third 
reading.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, moved a suspension of the Rule, that 
the motion might be considered at that time, and the motion 
was carried in the affirmative.

The vote ordering the Resolves to a third reading was then 
reconsidered.

The question was then taken on the amendment proposed 
to the Resolves by Mr. Bacheller, of Sutton, and the amend
ment was rejected.

The question then recurring on ordering the Resolves to a 
third reading, the vote was taken, and decided in the affirma
tive.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Saturday, April 11, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Burrill, of Roxbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be instructed 

to consider the expediency of making-up the pay of Amos 
Stevens of Roxbury, to the close of the present session.

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of Perry
G. Macomber, for leave to plant Oysters in “ Red Brook.”

Mr. Stubbs, of Wellfleet, presented the Petition of David 
Childs and others, of Wellfleet, for the passage of a law to 
prevent the fishing with trails in the waters of Massachusetts 
Bay.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, the Remonstrance of William 
Thomas and others, of Plymouth, against the Petition of Sam
uel Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Adams, of Townsend, the Petition of Archelaus Adams 
and others, of Townsend, for an amendment of the Constitu
tion relative to Trial Justices.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Fitch, of Boston, from the Committee on Public Build
ings, to whom was referred the Order of April tenth, relative 

58
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to granting the use of the Representatives’ Chamber for a 
Republican State Convention, reported,

That the same ought to be adopted, and said Report was 
accepted.

Mr. Yose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March thirty-first, 
relative to repealing that part of the Revised Statutes relative 
to the Licensing of Victuallers, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Resolve on 
the Petition of the Selectmen of Dorchester, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Yose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March eighteenth, 
relative to the salary of the Judge of the Police Court of 
Pittsfield, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act entitled, An Act to establish a 
Police Court in the town of Pittsfield; also,

On the Order of March thirteenth, relative to the salary of 
the Clerk of the Courts of the County of Hampden, reported

A Bill establishing the salary of the Clerk of the Courts for 
the County of Hampden ; also,

On the Petition of the Justice of the Police Court in Mil
ford, reported

A Bill concerning the Police Court of the town of Milford.

Mr. Stedman, of Boston, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Annual 
Report of the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, at Monson, 
reported in part,

A Resolve relating to the State Almshouse, at Monson.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Boston 
and Worcester Railroad Corporation, reported
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A Bill, authorizing the Boston and Worcester Railroad 
Corporation to change the location of a portion of their road, 
and for other purposes.

Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, from the Committee on Prisons, 
to whom was referred the Senate Bill, concerning the State 
Prison, at Charlestown, reported the same in a new draft.

nc
And these Bills and Resolve were severally re;gsjr and 

ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, presented a Minority Report of said committee, 
on the Petition of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company,, 
the same being a Bill, under the title of Bill in addition tp' 
an Act authorizing a loan of the State Credit to enable the' 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company to construct the 
Hoosac Tunnel; and the said Report was ordered to be printed, 
with the Report of said committee presented on the ninth 
instant.

Papers from the Senate.
The Bill, “ Relating to the competency of Witnesses,” came 

down passed to be engrossed, with certain amendments, which, 
wdth the Bill, were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Resolves, “ Respecting Hayti and Liberia;” and

Bills,
“ Relating to Warren Bridge,”
“ To discontinue a Crossing, at grade, upon the Warren 

Bridge, and for other purposes,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Reports (leave to withdraw) of" the Committee on the Fish
eries, on the Petition of the Town of Methuen;

Of the Committee on Prisons, on the Petition of Ephraim 
Dow.

(Reference to the next Legislature) of the Committee on
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Towns, on the Petition of W. D. Whitney and others, and on 
the Petition of Samuel Bliss,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Annual Report of the Librarian of the State Library, 
was referred to the Committee on the Library.

e
Ae Lmorial of the Boston Board of Trade, relaiive to an 

increase of the present bank capital of the State, was referred 
to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Railways 
and Canals be instructed' to consider the expediency of pro
viding by law, that whenever the construction of Horse Rail
roads in public streets or highways in which they are not now 
lawfully established and constructed, shall occasion injury to 
the property of a"butters upon such streets or ways, the pro
prietors of such railroads shall make compensation for such 
injury, to be assessed by County Commissioners, and the 
Mayor and Aldermen of cities, and by a jury, in like manner as 
is now provided by law in the case of other railroads.

Severally in concurrence.

An Engrossed Bill, in relation to the removal of snow and 
ice from the sidewalks of cities, (which originated in the 
House of Representatives,) was passed to be enacted and sent 
to the Senate.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, to 
authorize the County Commissioners of Worcester County to 
borrow money was passed to be engrossed, was taken from 
the table, and the vote having been taken, it was decided in 
the negative.

The Bill, authorizing the removal of the Office of the Reg
ister of Deeds for the Northern District of Berkshire from 
Lanesborough to Adams, was taken from the table, the ques
tion being on the amendment proposed to the same by Mr.
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Burlingham, of Lanesborough. After debate, the amendment 
was rejected, and the Bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, to authorize the Boston Five Cents 
Savings Bank to hold Real Estate, (which originated in the 
Senate,) was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Twombly, of Boston, the Bill to increase 
the capital stock of the Oxford Bank, was specially assigned 
for consideration on Tuesday next at eleven o’clock.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and

The Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the proprietors of the 

Quinsigamond House,”
“ To amend an Act concerning Beaches in the town of 

North Chelsea,”
“ To regulate the sale of Grass Seed,”
“ In addition to an Act to establish the City of Fall River,”
“ To protect the Menhaden Fishery in the towns of Dux- 

bury, Plymouth and Kingston.”
“ To define the rights of the children of non-resident parents 

to attend Public Schools,”
“ To fix the salaries of the District-Attorneys for the North

ern, Eastern and Southern Districts,”
“ Concerning the offence of obtaining property under false 

preiences,”
“ Concerning the Fairhaven Mutual Marine Insurance Com

pany and the Attleborough Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”
“ Concerning the Equitable Marine Insurance Company,”
“ In further addition to an Act to establish the City of 

Worcester,”
“ To establish terms of the Probate Court for the County 

of Barnstable,”
“ Ceding jurisdiction over certain lands on Billingsgate 

Island to the United States,”
“ In addition to an Act to cede to the United States juris

diction over certain lands and shoals in the City and Harbor 
of New Bedford, and for other purposes,”



482 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

“ Concerning the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Com
pany,”

“ To authorize James A. Knowlton to drive Piles on Blaney’s 
Beach, in Swampscott,”

« T'o incorporate the Lincoln W^harf Company,
“ Concerning the Fees of Sheriffs and their Deputies,
“ To incorporate the Lagoon Pond Company, in Dukes 

County,”
<t Relating to the pasturing of Cattle and other animals in 

Streets or Ways,”
« l n addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Fire and 

Marine Insurance Company,” and

The Resolves,
it In aid of the Christiantown and Chappequidic Indians,” 
tt Authorizing the removal of the remains of the dead from 

a burial ground in Natick,”
tt On the Petition of John S. Holmes,”
“ In favor of Lucas and Mayberry,” '
tt I n  favor of the Massachusetts State Teachers’ Associa

tion,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
n In relation to the Distribution of Estates of Persons 

Deceased,”
u in further addition to an Act to establish the City of Cam

bridge,”
“ Concerning Guardians and Wards,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ To authorize the Eliot Fire Insurance Company to hold 

Real Estate,”
“ To authorize Silas Hatch and others to construct a cartway 

in the town of Falmouth,” and
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Resolves,
« On the Petition of Charles Brigham,”
“ On the Petition of E. B. Stoddard,”
“ In favor of Samuel Cook,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary on the Senate 
Bill relating to complaints under the provisions of the forty- 
ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, (that the same ought 
not to pass,) was accepted, and the Bill rejected.

The Report of the Committee on Probate and Chancery on 
the Senate amendments to the Bill in relation to accounts of 
executors, administrators and guardians, and examination of 
persons suspected of embezzlement in certain cases, was ac
cepted, and the amendments accordingly adopted, in concur
rence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February twelfth, relative to 
the fees of Sheriffs and Deputy-Sheriffs,

On the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to extend
ing the jurisdiction of Constables ;

On the Order of March twelfth, relative to authorizing Dep
uty-Sheriffs to serve ven ire s ;

On the Order of March nineteenth, relative to conveyances 
of the Real Estate of Married Women who may be insane; 
and the

Reports (leave to withdraw) of the same committee, on the 
Petitions of,

Joseph Willard,
Lewis Pennell and others,
William Hale and others, and 
Marble Shepard and others,

Were severally accepted.
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The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Education, on the Orders of March ninth and twentieth, rela
tive to employment of Teachers by Prudential Committees;

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Order of March twenty-first, relative to Fire Inquests ; ,

Of the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, on the 
Order of March seventh, relative to charging the expense of 
Boys in the Reform School, and Girls in the Industrial School, 
to their respective towns ;

On the Order of March twenty-ninth, relative to furnishing 
supplies and labor for State Institutions,

Were severally accepted ; the first two in concurrence, the 
last two sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (leave to with draw) of the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of Isaac 
Clapp ;

Of the Committee on Education, on the Petition of Ezra 
Porter and others, and Benjamin Allen and others;

Of the Committee on the Fisheries, on the Petition of 
Nathaniel Pulcifer and another;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of George T. 
Carruth and Company ;

Of the Committee on Prisons, on the Petition of Charles 
Spear and others,

Were severally accepted; the first three in concurrence, the 
last two sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the Table.

The Resolves for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of 
Kansas, were discharged from the Orders of the Day, and 
Wednesday, the twenty-second instant, at twelve o’clock, M., 
was assigned for taking the question on ordering the same to 
be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, the Resolves 
were then laid on the table.
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On motion of Mr. Baker, of Medford, the Order of March 
twenty-first, relative to the hours of meeting of the House, 
was so far modified as to annul the limitation of the Session 
on Saturdays.

The Bill in relation to the removal of Insane Convicts at 
the State Prison, w.as read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed.

Subsequently, Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, moved a 
reconsideration of the vote, and the same was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

Mr. Prescott, of Westford, asked leave to introduce a Re
solve for submitting the pending Resolves for the Relief of 
Settlers in Kansas to the people. Objection being made, it was 
ordered that the question on granting leave, be taken by yeas 
and nays, and thereupon, on motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, 
the whole subject was laid on the table.

Adjourned.





Monday, April 13, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Field, of Athol,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether further legislation is necessary to protect the Keepers 
of Livery Stables.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee on Print
ing, to whom was referred the Petitions of J. S. Potter, Pren
tiss and Sawyer, Charles H. Crosby, and H. W. Dutton and 
Son, reported,

A Resolve, concerning the Printing for the Commonwealth, 
and the same was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Nelson, of Boston, from the same committee, presented 
a Report of a Minority of that committee, concluding with 
certain Resolves relative to the same subject, which, with the 
former, were ordered to be printed.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of John R. Rollins 
and others, and sundry others in aid of the same, reported

A Bill to authorize the County Commissioners of the Coun
ty of Essex to borrow Money.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of March twenty-fourth, relative to 
malicious injuries to Dams and Reservoirs, reported

A Bill, concerning wilful and malicious injuries to Dams 
and Reservoirs.

59



488 JOURNAL OP THE HOUSE,

And these Bills were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Bill, (from the Senate,) to repeal the 
two hundred and ninetieth chapter of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, reported,

That the same ought not to pass.
And this Report was made the order of the day for to-morrow.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the com
mittee, under the Order offered by Mr. Littlefield, of Fox- 
borough, on the tenth instant, on the part of the House :— 

Messrs. Littlefield, of Foxborough,
Mitchell, of East Bridgewater,
Grammer, of Woburn,
Taylor, of Winchester, and 
Upham, of Spencer.

Sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
A Resolve on the Petition of the First Baptist Society, in 

Southbridge, was read and ordered to a second reading.

A Report (reference to the next General Court) of the Com
mittee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of 
Thomas N. Hillman, was read and placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

A Remonstrance of D. A. White and others, against the 
passage of the Bill requiring certain returns from the Treas
urers of Savings Institutions, was laid on the table.

An Engrossed Bill, in relation to the Jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, (which originated in the House of Rep
resentatives,) was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the first matter 
therein, being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby the
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Bill, “ In relation to the removal of Insane Convicts at the 
State Prison,” was passed to be engrossed, the same was, on 
motion of Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, laid on the table.

The Unfinished Business of Thursday, the same being the 
Bill, “ To amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mutual 
Insurance Company,” was taken up, the question being on 
ordering the same to a third reading, but before taking the 
question thereon,

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, presented the Petition of James 
Leeds, for leave to sell certain Real Estate ; also,

The Petition of George H. Brown, for similar power.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Samuel N. 
Tenney, reported

A Resolve, on the Petition of Samuel N. Tenney; also,

On the Order of April tenth, relative to Bail in criminal 
cases,

A Bill, concerning Bail in criminal cases.

And said Bill and Resolve were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading.

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Bill (from the Senate) 
concerning attachment of Real Estate ;

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, from the Committee on Towns, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Stephen P. Fuller and 
others, reported,

That the further consideration thereof be referred to the 
next General Court.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day,



M O N D A Y , A P R IL  13, 1857. 491

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the House re
sumed the consideration of the Bill to amend the Charter of 
the Boston Inland Mutual Insurance* Company, when on 
motion, the same was passed.

The Bill, to exempt from levy on execution the Homestead 
of a Householder, was passed over.

The Report (leave to withdraw) on the Petition of James 
Wellington and others, was taken up, the question being on 
the acceptance of the same.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, offered a Bill as a substitute there
for, which, with the Report, was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed.

The Bill, to repeal the three hundred and sixty-third-chapter 
of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Bill, relating to Divorce, was read a second time, 
amended, and as amended, ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, to exempt certain articles from attachment and 
execution, was read a third time, and pending the discussion 
on ordering the same to be engrossed, Mr. Whiting, of Hol- 
liston, proposed an amendment thereto; but before taking the 
question thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



'

.

■



Tuesday, April 14, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Spaulding,.of Methuen,
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 

report, for the information of this House, on or before Friday 
next, all the facts and evidence presented at the various hear
ings of said committee, on the Petition of J. S. Potter and 
others.

Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket, from the Committee on Pub
lic Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Report 
of the Trustees of the State Reform School at Westborough, 
reported

A Resolve, in favor of the State Reform School for Boys, at 
Westborough.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was referred the Petition of William Brown 
and others, reported

A Bill, concerning Pound Keepers; and the Resolve and 
Bill were read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Talbot, of Boston, from the Committee of Conference 
on the matter of the election of Major-Ceneral oi the I'ir 
Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, presented 
the Report of said committee, recommending the election of 
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Colonel C. H. French, of Canton ; also, a Minority Report 
of ihe same committee, recommending the election of General 
Samuel Andrews, of Roxbury ; and said Report was placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, the hour of twelve 
o’clock, M., to-morrow, was assigned for the choice, on the 
part of the House, of a Major-General of the First Division 
of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Senate Amendments to the 
Bill, “ Relating to the Competency of Witnesses,” reported

That the House should concur in the adoption of the same, 
and the Report was accepted, and the - amendments were 
accordingly adopted, in concurrence.

Bapers from the Senate.
The Order of March fifth, relative to the expenses of sup

porting the Volunteer Militia, came down adopted, in concur
rence, with amendments, which were adopted, in concurrence.

Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies, on the Petition of George K. Pervear 
and others ;

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Petition of William Wright;

Of the Committee on Towns, on the Petition of William 
Tufts and others ;

Of the Committee on Manufactures, on the Petition of 
Stephen Sibley and others,

W ere severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Spooner, of Boston, the Report (leave to 
withdraw) ol the Committee on Banks and Banking, on the 
Petition ol the Tremont Bank, was discharged from the Orders 
of the Day. And thereupon, the same gentleman moved to 
substitute lor said Report, a “ Bill to increase the Capital 
Stock of the Tremont Bank,” pending the question on the
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adoption of which, the hour specially assigned having arrived, 
the House proceeded to the consideration of the Bill to increase 
the Capital Stock of the Oxford Bank. The Bill was read a 
second time, and pending the question on ordering the same to 
a third reading,

The House

Adjourned.

)y
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking be 
instructed to report Bills increasing the Capital Stock of such 
sound, well-conducted Banks in Boston as have petitioned 
for an increase of capital, to the amount of three million dol
lars, distributed according to their best, discretion, and all upon 
condition that such increase be attended with no additional 
privilege of circulation.

On motion of Mr. White, of Medway,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 

1o inquire into the expediency of providing by law that, in 
Criminal Cases, the costs of bail bonds shall be paid out of the 
Treasuries of the several Counties.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Boston, the Memorial of 
Elizur Wright, of Boston, in regard to Life Insurance, was 
taken from the table and referred to the Committee on Mer
cantile affairs and Insurance.

t
\

Mr. Bent, of Wayland, presented the Remonstrance of 
, Hor^Ae Heard and others, of Wayland and Sudbury, against 

the Pi ..tion of the City of Boston for leave to raise the dam 
at the outlet of Coehifuate Lake.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on, the Judiciary,.
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to whom was referred the Order of February thirteenth, relative 
to an additional term of the Court of Common Pleas, at Lowell, 
reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
And the Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the

House Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the 

Quinsigamond House,” 
li To regulate the sale of Grass Seed,”
“ In addition to an Act to establish the City of Fail River,” 
“ To protect the Menhaden Fishery in the towns of Dux- 

bury, Plymouth and Kingston,”
“ To define the rights of the children of non-resident parents 

to attend Public Schools,”
“ In further addition to an Act to establish the City of Wor

cester,”
“ To establish terms of the Probate Court for the County of 

Barnstable,”
“ Ceding jurisdiction over certain lands on Billingsgate 

Island to the United States,”
. “ In addition to an Act to cede to the United States juris
diction over certain lands and shoals in the City and Harbor 
of New Bedford, and for other purpose?,”

“ Concerning the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad 
Company,”

“ To authorize James A. Knowlton to drive Piles on Blaney’s 
Beach, in Swampscott,”

“ To incorporate the Lincoln Wharf Company,” and 

The Resolves,
“ In aid of the Christiantown and Chappequiddic Indians,” 
“ Authorizing the removal of the remains of the dead from a 

burial ground in Natick,”
“ On the Petition of John S. Holmes,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.
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.The Senate Bills,
“ To amend an Act concerning Beaches in the town of 

North Chelsea,”
“ Concerning the offence of obtaining Property under false 

pretences,”
“ Concerning the Fairhaven Mutual Marine Insurance Com

pany, and the Attleborough Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”
“ Concerning the Equitable Marine Insurance Company,”
“ To incorporate the Lagoon Pond Company, in Dukes 

County,”
“ Relating to the pasturing of Cattle and other animals, in 

Streets or Ways,” and

The Resolves,
“ In favor of Lucas and Mayberry,”
“ In favor of the Massachusetts State Teachers’ Associa

tion,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The House resumed the consideration of the Bill, “ To 
increase the Capital Stock of the Oxford Bank,” but before 
taking any question thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



Wednesday, April 15, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Gilman, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals be 

instructed to consider and report if any additional legislation 
is required on the subject of fires caused by Locomotives used 
upon the Railways of this Commonwealth.

Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, offered an Order relative to 
amending chapter two hundred and sixty-seven of the Statutes 
of 1851, the same being “ An Act to authorize the business of 
Banking,” which, after debate, was rejected.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Spooner, of Boston, 
was laid on the table.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, presented the Petition of H. F. Wall
ing, in reference to the State Map.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Stedman, of Boston, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Report of 
the Inspectors of the Hospital at Rainsford Island, reported 
thereon, in pari,

A Resolve in favor of the Hospital at Rainsford Island.
61
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Mr. Mayhew, of Milford, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Eliphalet Pearson and others, and

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of Alfred Presson and others, also

On the Petition of George D. Ricker and others, and

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the same committee, on the Pe
tition of S. H. Gardner and others, also

On the Petition of Ephraim Brown and others,

Severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.

And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill in addition to an Act to cede to the 
United States jurisdiction over certain lands and shoals in the 
City and Harbor of New Bedford, and for other purposes, was 
yesterday passed to be engrossed, and, under a suspension of 
the Rule, the same was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill 
was then amended, and as amended, passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petitions of

Henry W. Bishop and others, and 
Henry F. Pitman,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petitions of
Samuel Smith, Jr., and others,
Silas Hale and others, and 
Stephen Ring and others,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Towns.
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The Petitions of
Nathaniel F. Safford and others,
The Proprietors of Sunderland Bridge, and 
“ The Brush Hill Turnpike Corporation,”

Were recommitted to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the House 
resumed the consideration of the unfinished business of yester
day,—Bill, “To increase the Capital Stock of the Oxford Bank,” 
but, before taking any question thereon, the further considera
tion of the same was postponed to, and specially assigned for, 
Thursday, April twenty-third, at twelve o’clock, M.

The unfinished business of Monday was then taken up, 
the same being the Bill, to exempt certain articles from 
Attachment and Execution.

After debate, the question was taken upon the adoption of 
the amendment proposed thereto, by Mr. Whiting, of Holliston, 
and the same was rejected ; the Bill was then amended, on 
motion of Air. Hinckley, of Barnstable, and pending the question 
on ordering the same to be engrossed, as amended, Mr. Endicott, 
of Canton, proposed to substitute therefor the Bill reported by 
the committee, but, before taking the question thereon, the 
hour specially assigned for the choice of Major-General of the 
First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, having 
arrived, the House proceeded to ballot; and the vote having 
been taken, it appeared that A lbert  J. W r i ght , of Boston, 
was elected. And Air. Thayer, of Boston, was charged with 
a message, to inform the Senate thereof.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Bill, to 
exempt certain articles from Attachment and Execution, the 
question being on the substitute proposed by Air. Endicott, of 
Canton ; but before taking the question, the Orders of the 
Day were laid on the table.
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The Engrossed Bills,
“ In relation to the Accounts of Executors, Administrators 

and Guardians, and the examination of persons suspected of 
Embezzlement, in certain cases,”

“ To authorize Samuel J. Goodwin to build a wharf in 
Swampscott,”

“ To incorporate the Young Men’s Union, of Salem,” (which 
originated in the House of Representatives,)

“ To authorize the Eliot Fire Insurance Company to hold 
Real Estate,”

“ To authorize the Commissioners of Worcester County to 
borrow money,”

“To authorize Silas Hatch and others to construct a Cart
way in the town of Falmouth,” (which originated in the 
Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ On the Petition of E. B. Stoddard,”
“ On the Petition of Charles Brigham,”
“ In favor of Samuel Cook,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Bugbee, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Claims consider the expe

diency of allowing the Account of S. Shumway, a Deputy- 
Sheriff of Worcester County, for expenses incurred in pursuing 
John Gleason and Patrick Burke, Jr., charged with the crime 
of Murder.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, from the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges, to whom was referred the Petition of the Select
men of Huntington, reported

A Bill, relating to Pitcher Bridge, in the town of Huntington, 
in the County of Hampden.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Charles Friend and others, reported

A Bill, to authorize Charles Friend and Nathaniel Friend 
to extend their wharf in Gloucester; also,

On the Petition of Henry F. Pitman, reported
A Bill, to authorize Henry F. Pitman to extend his wharf.

Mr. Morissey, of Nantucket, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Annual Re
port of the Trustees of the Idiotic School, at South Boston, 
reported

A Resolve, “ Concerning Idiotic Children.”

And these Bills and Resolve were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading.

Mr. Joy, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and
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Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of Stephens 
Baker and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.
And this Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Morrill, of Pall River, moved that when the House ad
journ, it be to meet on Friday next, at two o’clock, P. M.

Mr. Fay, of Chelsea, moved to amend the motion of Mr. 
Morrill, by substituting the words “ Monday next, at twelve 
o’clock, M.,” for Friday next, at two o’clock, P. M. And on this 
motion the Yeas and Nays were ordered ; but before taking 
the question, the whole subject was laid on the table.

The House then proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and 
resumed the consideration of the Bill, to exempt certain articles 
from Attachment and Execution, the question being on the 
substitution of the Bill reported by the committee, for that pro
posed by Mr. Baker, of Medford, and adopted by the House. 
After debate, the vote was taken, and decided in the affirma
tive, and the Bill was then read a third time, and passed to he 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, to amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mu
tual Insurance Company, was then taken up, the question 
being on ordering the same to a third reading; but before 
taking the question,

The House
Adjourned.



Friday, April IT, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Tarbell, of Peppered, presented the Remonstrance of 
Richard Pierce and others, against the Petition of J. W. 
Spaulding and others, and the same was laid on the table.

•

Mr. Blackmer, of Rochester, presented the Remonstrance of 
Daniel Hall and others, against the Petition of Samuel Breck 
and others.

Referred to the Committee on that subject.

Mr. Harris, of Springfield, presented the Remonstrance of 
Eliphalet Williams and others, of Northampton, against the 
Petition of the Hampshire and Hampden Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Annual Report of the Attorney-General, with the 
Abstracts of the Annual Reports of the District-Attorneys, was 
taken from the table, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To authorize Daniel B. Tarrand others, to build a Wharf,”
“ To protect Mariners and Shipowners from imposition,”
“ To provide for the maintenance of the Essex Bridge,”

62
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“ To set off a part of the town of Groton and annex the 
same to the town of Peppered,”

“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lowell 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Pris- 
' ons, on the Petitions of

The Officers of the State Prison, and 
E. Hempstead, Chaplain of the State Prison;

Of the Committee on Railways and Canals, on the Petition 
of S. S. Arnold and others;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Petition of the Trustees and members of the First Reli
gious Society in Halifax,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Petition of the New England Railroad Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, for an amendment of Charter, was re
ferred, in concurrence, to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Bill, to repeal an Act to incorporate Towns and Cities 
into Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, at their election, was 
taken from the table, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and on motion of 
Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, undebatable matters were first 
acted upon; and

The Bills,
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Agricultural 

Branch Railroad,”
“ For the better preservation of Municipal Records,”
“ To incorporate the Boston and New York Steamship 

Company,”
“ In addition to the several Acts in relation to the solemni

zation of Marriages,”
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“ Concerning the crime of Embezzlement,”
“ Relating to land taken for Public Ways,”
“ To change the name and location of the Etna Furnace 

Company,”
“ Relating to the Fire Department of the City of Roxbury,” 
“ To incorporate the Jamaica Pond Aqueduct Corporation,” 
“ Authorizing the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corpora

tion to change the location of a part of their road, and for 
other purposes,”

“ Concerning the Police Court in the Town of Milford,”
“ In addition to an Act entitled, an Act to establish a Police 

Court in the Town of Pittsfield,”
“ Concerning wilful and malicious injuries to Dams and 

Reservoirs,”
“ Concerning Bail in Criminal Cases,”
“ To authorize Henry F. Pitman to extend his wharf,”
“ Tb authorize Charles Friend and Nathaniel Friend to 

extend their wharf, in Gloucester Harbor,”
“ Relating to Pitcher Bridge, in the Town of Huntington, in 

the County of Hampshire ;”

And the Resolves,
“ Relating to the Estate of Abraham Russell,”
“ In favor of Ralph K. Jones,”
“ Relating to the State Almshouse at Monson,”
“ Respecting Hayti and Liberia,”
“ On the Petition of Samuel N. Tenney,”
“ On the Petition of the First Baptist Society in South- 

bridge,”
“ On the Petition of the Selectmen of Dorchester,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ Authorizing Abner R. Tucker and others to plant Oysters 

in Apponigansett River,”
“ In relation to worthless Bank Bills,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Fire and 

Marine Insurance Company,” and
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The Resolve concerning the State Industrial School for 
Girls, at Lancaster,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed^ 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Roxbury 
Gas Light Company, was recommitted to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Reports (inexpedient) of the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the Order of March fifth, relative to Justices’ Execu
tions ;

On the Order of March thirty-first, relative to Licensing' 
Victuallers;

On the Order of February thirteenth, relative to additional 
terms of the Court of Common Pleas at Lowell;

Were severally accepted.

A Report of the same committee on the Senate Bill to 
repeal the two hundred and nineteenth chapter of the Acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, was accepted, and 
accordingly the Bill was rejected.

The Report of the Committee on Conference, on the matter 
of the election of Major-General, was rejected.

The Reports (inexpedient) of the Committee on Retrench
ment and Reform in State Expenditures, on the Order of 
March first, relative to restricting the Legislature from increas
ing the pay of its own members; and

(Leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Manufactures, 
on the Petition of Stephen Sibley and others;

Of the Committee on Prisons, on the Petition of Ephraim 
Dow;

Of the Committee on the Fisheries, on the Petition of the 
Town of Methuen;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Petition of George K. Pervear and others;
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Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Petition of William Wright;

Of the Committee on Roads and Bridges, on the Petition 
of Henry A. Snow; and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Committee 
on Towns, on the Petitions of

Samuel Bliss and others,
W. D. Whitney and others,
Stephen P. Fuller and others,

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Petition of Thomas N. Hillman ; and

(Leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance, on the Petitions of,

Stephen Baker and others,
Ephraim Brown and others,
S. H. Gardner and others,
George D. Ricker and others,
Alfred Presson and others, and 
E. Pearson and others,

Were severally accepted, the first ten in concurrence, and 
the last seven sent up for concurrence.

The House then resumed the consideration of the unfinished 
business of Wednesday, the same being the Bill to amend the 
Charter of the Boston Inland Mutual Insurance Company.

Mr. Spooner offered certain amendments thereto, pending 
the discussion of which,

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, presented the Petitions of 
John Clark and others, and 
Benjamin Jackson and others,

Severally in aid of the Petition of the Hampshire and 
Hampden Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, presented the Petition of George W. 
Chipman and others, for an Act of incorporation as the Mari
ners’ Bethel Mission Ship Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee on Print
ing, to whom was referred the Order of the fourteenth instant, 
instructing said committee to report the evidence presented to 
the committee, on the Petition of J. S. Potter, made a Report 
thereon, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Rogers, of Boston, from the Committee on the Militia, 
on the Order of February twenty-fifth, relative to copies of 
the Pay Roll of the Militia of Massachusetts, serving in the 
war of eighteen hundred and twelve, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, and said Report 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.
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Ordered, in concurrence, That Messrs. Cowdin and Whitney, 
of the Senate, and

Messrs. Fitch, of Boston,
Southworth, of Hardwick,
Lamkin, of Melrose,
Buggies, of Dorchester, and 
Atwood, of Newburyport,

be a Standing Committee on Public Buildings, under the Act 
entitled, an “ Act concerning the State House,” approved 
April fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven.

An Engrossed Bill, relating to the Competency of Witness
es, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) was 
passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill, to exempt certain articles from Attach
ment and Execution, was, on Wednesday, passed to be en
grossed, and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and resumed 
the consideration of the Bill, to amend the Charter of the 
Boston Inland Mutual Insurance Company, the question being 
on the amendments proposed thereto by Mr. Spooner, of Bos
ton. After debate, the amendments were adopted.

Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, proposed to further amend the 
Bill.

Mr. Baker, also proposed an amendment to the same, pend
ing the consideration of which, Mr. Hale, of Boston, gave 
notice of intention to offer a substitute for the Bill as amended, 
when the whole subject was laid on the table, and the substi
tute of Mr. Hale ordered to be printed.

And thereupon,

The House
Adjourned.





Saturday, April 18, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 

consider the expediency of requiring by law, that the Judges 
of Probate in the Commonwealth hold annual meetings for 
the purpose of making rules for the government of said courts, 
to the end that uniformity may be secured in their proceed
ings.

On motion of Mr. Pooler, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking in

quire into the expediency of so amending chapter thirty-six, 
section seventeen, of the Revised Statutes, that no person shall 
be a director or trustee in two Savings Banks or Institutions 
at the same time.

On motion of Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater,
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Insti

tutions consider the expediency of reporting a Bill for the 
further protection of invalid paupers, by requiring the certifi
cate of a physician in all cases of removal of sick paupers to 
or from any State or Town Almshouses.

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, presented the Petition of Zebu- 
Ion Pratt and others, of Middleborough, in aid of the Petition 
of Samuel Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.
63
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Mr. Grouard, of Fall River, presented the Petition of Stephen 
Marble and others, of Somerset, for a modification of the 
Pilot Laws.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Paine, of Blackstone, presented the Petition of Caleb 
Thayer and others, for the removal of Edward Greeley Loring 
from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, on leave, introduced certain 
Resolves in relation to the Bred Scott case, and the same 
were referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge 
of that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of March sev
enteenth, relative to an alteration of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and fifty, in regard to Insolvent Debtors;

Mr. Yose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of April eleventh, rela
tive to Orders of Notice in matters affecting Real Estate;

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of March nineteenth, relative to 
obstructions in the Streets of Cities and Towns;

Mr. Wells, of Chicopee, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, to whom was referred the Order of April first, rela
tive to the incompatibility of certain Offices;

Mr. Bradley, of Tisbury.from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of January twenty-second, relative to 
amending the Act to protect the Rights and Liberties of the 
people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and

Mr. Ramsdell, of Marblehead, from the same committee, on 
the Order of March sixteenth, relative to the tenure of office
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and manner of electing of the Judges of the United States 
Supreme Court;

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, from the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Order of 
April third, relative to Taxing Pews ;

«
Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 

and Canals, on the Order of March ninth, relative to increase 
of Railroad Fares ; also,

On the Order of February twentieth, restricting the Eastern 
and the Boston and Maine Railroad Companies in regard to 
certain Contracts,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, from the Committee, on Railways • 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of Ebenezer
L. Pierce and others; and

Mr. Dean, of Rehoboth, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of William D. Swan and others, and 
sundry others in aid ; also,

The Petition of John B. Taft and others ;

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of George O. Brastow and others; 
also,

The Petitions of the Officers and Stockholders of the Barre 
and North Brookfield Railroad Company; also,

The Petitions of the Proprietors of Locks and Canals on 
Connecticut River at South Hadley;

Of Jesse P. Pattee and others, and sundry others in aid of 
James M. Stone and others ;

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Horn Pond Branch Railroad 
Company ;

Mr. Twiss, of Worcester, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Benjamin Stanton and 
others;



516 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of S. G. Stinson and others ;

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, from the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Petition of 
C. W. Prouty, >

Mr. Hard, of Lowell, from the Committee on Towns, to 
whom was committed the Report (from the files of last year) 
on the Petition of Henry Howland and others,

•
Severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with

draw.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Bill, (introduced on 
leave, by Mr. Davis, of Greenfield,) in relation to Railroad 
Crossings, reported,

That the same ought not to pass.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of March thirtieth, relative to Railroad 
Intersections, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Lorenzo W. Joy 
and others; and

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and insurance, to whom was referred the Memorial 
of FJizur Wright,

Severally reported, that the same be referred to the next 
General Court.

And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 
Day.
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Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Annual Report of the Attor
ney-General, with the Abstracts of the Annual Reports of the 
District-Attorneys, reported

That legislation is unnecessary thereon, and said Report 
was accepted.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Joseph Leonard and others, reported

A Bill, to prevent the fraudulent sale of personal property 
leased or hired.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, from the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Isaac Dunham and others, reported

A Bill, to incorporate the Directors of the Wesleyan Church, 
in Duxbury.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of February elev
enth, relative to Fugitives from Justice, reported

A Bill in relation to Fugitives from Justice; also,

On the Order of April fourth, relative to the one hundred 
and fifty-seventh chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act concerning the election of Civil 
Officers.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of April sixth, 
relative to amending chapter one hundred and seventy-eight 
of the Acts of eighteen hundred and forty-four, reported

A Bill in amendment of chapter one hundred and seventy- 
eight, section eight, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and forty- 
four. relating to Insolvent Debtors and the more Equal Distri
bution of their Effects.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, from the Committee on Retrench
ment and Reform in State Expenditures, to whom was com-



518 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

mitted the Resolve upon the Petition of Thomas J. Fletcher 
and others, Indians of Herring Pond, reported,

The same in a new draft.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Report of 
the Commissioners and Trustees of the State Hospital for 
Insane, at Northampton, reported,

A Bill in addition to an Act establishing a Hospital for 
Insane in Western Massachusetts; also,

On the Order of March thirtieth, relative to destitute and 
neglected Children, reported

A Bill to authorize the Overseers of the Poor to remove 
destitute and neglected Children to Almshouses.

Mr. Wells, of Chicopee, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, to whom was referred the Order of March twenty- 
first, relative to Citizens of this State denationalized by the 
decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case, reported

A Bill concerning Citizenship and Personal Freedom.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Senate Order, relative 
to the location of Horse Railroads, reported,

A Bill, “ Concerning the locating of Horse Railroads;” also,
On the Petition of the Fairhaven Branch Railroad Com

pany, reported
A Bill, “ To prevent obstructions in the Ferry Way between 

New Bedford and Fairhaven ;” also,
On the Petition of the Ware River Railroad Company 

reported
A Bill, “ To extend the time for building the Ware River 

Railroad.”

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Dorchester Avenue Railroad 
^Company, reported

A Bill, “ Concerning the Dorchester Avenue Railroad Com
pany;” also,
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On the Petition of the Broadway Railroad Company, re
ported

A Bill, “ Concerning the Broadway Railroad Company 
also,

On the Petition of the West Roxbury Railroad Company, 
and sundry others in aid, reported

A Bill in addition to the Act to incorporate the West Rox
bury Railroad Company.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Special Committee to whom 
was referred the Order of February third, relative to the usury 
laws, reported

A Bill in relation to the Interest of Money.

And these Bills were read, and ordered to a second reading 

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To authorize the County Commissioners of Norfolk 

County and other persons, to lay out ways across Muddy 
River

“ Concerning the branches to be taught in the Public Schools 
and for other purposes and

The Resolve in relation to the compensation of the Door
keepers, Messengers and Pages, for filing Documents,

i

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Claims, 
on the Petition of B. B. Chandler and others; also,

On the Petition of Samuel H. Jenks,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ Extending the time for the location and construction of 

the Mystic River Railroad,”
To incorporate the First Baptist Church, in Woburn,” 

(which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)
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“ To amend an Act, concerning Beaches in the Town of 
North Chelsea,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
« In favor of the Massachusetts State Teachers’ Association,”
“ In favor of Lucas and Mayberry,” (which originated in the 

Senate,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Bill to incorporate the Lgaoon Pond Com
pany was recommitted to the Committee on the Fisheries.

■ Mr. Thayer, of Boston, presented the Petition of C. 0. 
Rogers and others, for an Act of incorporation as the Journal 
Newspaper Company. And the same was referred to the Com
mittee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, and sent up for 
concurrence.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, moved to reconsider the vote whereby 
the Report of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance, on the Petition of Alfred Presson and others, was 
accepted. And the motion was placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

On motion of Mr. Simonds, of Haverhill, the Resolves for 
submitting the pending Resolves for the Relief of Settlers in 
the Territory of Kansas, to the people, were taken from the 
table, the question being on granting leave to introduce the 
same; and, on this question the Yeas and Nays having been 
ordered, the Roll was called, and it appeared that there were 
one hundred and two Yeas and one hundred and thirty-six 
Nays. So leave was not granted. [See Appendix, No. 21.]

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and in 
acting upon undebatable matters,

The Bills,
“ To repeal certain Acts concerning Suits against Executors 

and Administrators,”



SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1857. 521

“ To incorporate the United States Telegraph Company,”
“ Concerning the. State Prison at Charlestown,”
“ Relating to Warren Bridge,”
“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lowell 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”
“ To authorize David B. Tarr and others, to build a wharf,” 
“ To protect Mariners and Shipowners from imposition;” and

The Resolves,
“ In favor of the State Reform School for Boys, at West- 

borough,”
“ Concerning Idiotic Children,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ In addition to an Act entitled, an Act concerning Notes 

payable on demand,”
“ To fix the Salaries of the District-Attorneys for the North

ern, Eastern and Southern Districts,”
“ Concerning the Fees of Sheriffs and their Deputies,”
“ Concerning the crime of Embezzlement,”
“ Relating to Land taken for Public Ways,”
“ Relating to the Fire Department of the City of Roxbury,” 
“ To incorporate the Jamaica Pond Aqueduct Corporation,” 
“ Authorizing the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corpora

tion to change the location of their road, and for other pur
poses,”

“ Concerning the Police Court of the Town of Milford,”
“ In addition to an Act entitled, an Act to establish a Police 

Court in the Town of Pittsfield,”
“ To authorize Henry F. Pitman to extend his Wharf,” 
“ To authorize Charles Friend and Nathaniel Friend to 

extend their Wharf in Gloucester Harbor,”
“ Relating to Pitcher Bridge in Huntington, in the County 

of Hampshire,” and

The Resolves,
“ Relating to the Estate of Abraham Russell,”
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“ In favor of Ralph K. Jones,”
“ Relating to the State Almshouse at Monson,”
“ On the Petition of Samuel N. Tenney,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to establish the Fort Hill Corpora

tion,”
“ To establish the Terms of the Courts of Probate in the 

County of Middlesex,” and

The Resolves,
“ On the Petition of the Selectmen of Dorchester;”
“ On the Petition of the First Baptist Society, in South- 

bridge ;”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence. «

The Report of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, on 
the Senate “ Bill in addition to the several Acts for the relief 
of Insolvent Debtors and the more equal distribution of their 
effects,” was accepted and the Bill accordingly rejected.

The Reports (inexpedient) of the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the Order of February sixteenth, relative to Costs in 
the Trustee Process;

Of the Committee on the Militia, on the Order of February 
twenty-fifth, relative to the Pay Roll of the Massachusetts 
Militia who served in the war of eighteen hundred and twelve,

Were severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concur
rence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Parishes and Religious Societies, on the Petition of the Trus
tees and Members of the P'irst Religious Society, in Halifax ;
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Of the Committee on Railways and Canals, on the Petition 
of S. S. Arnold and others;

Of the Committee on Prisons, on the Petition of Reverend 
E. Hempstead, Chaplain of the State Prison ;

Of the same committee, on the Petition of the Officers of 
the State Prison,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, to ex
empt certain articles from Attachment and Execution, was 
passed to be engrossed, was carried in the negative; and the 
Orders of the Day were laid upon the table.

And thereupon,

The House
Adjourned.





Monday, April 20, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Tyler, of Adams,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inqivre into 

the propriety of so amending the two hundred and seventy- 
seventh chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
as to require the Standing Justice of the Police Court of Adams 
to hold his Courts in specific places.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Chatham,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of reporting a law to prohibit the publication 
of evidence in cases of Adultery, Rape, Fornication or Divorce, 
(when the alleged offence is Adultery,) during the pendency 
of such cases in Court.

Mr. Robbins, of Millbury, presented the Petition of E. W. 
Gouch and others, relative to the fees of Sheriffs and Con
stables, in criminal cases.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, presented the Petition of C. L. 
Flint, for an appropriation for furnishing the rooms set apart 
for the use of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture.

Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings.

Mr. Norwood, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of Epes 
Lane and others, of Gloucester, for the prohibition of the fish
ing with trawls in the Bays or Rivers of Massachusetts.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
64
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Mr. Ranney, of Boston, gave notice that he~should, when 
the Bill to amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mutual 
Insurance Company came up, submit an amendment thereto; 
and on motion of the same gentleman, the Amendment was 
laid on table, and ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem,
The Bill to set off a part of the town of Beverly and annex 

the same to the town of Danvers, was discharged from the 
Orders of the Day, read twice, and passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Bugbee, of Webster, the Senate Report 
of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of B. B. Chan
dler, was discharged from the Orders of the Day and recom
mitted to the committee.

Mr. Russell, oE Boston, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March fourteenth, 
relative to the Jurisdiction of Common Pleas and Supreme 
Court; also,

The Order of March twenty-third, relative to suits by 
Assignees of choses in action, and

The Order of March -------- relative to Naturalization of
Foreigners; also,

The Order of March twenty-sixth, relative to the dismissal 
of proceedings in criminal cases, and

The Order of February third, relative to the buying of 
goods of commission merchants ;

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the same committee, on the 
Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to the protection of 
Officers in the sale of Intoxicating Liquors; also,

On the Order of January twenty-eighth, relative to County 
Auditors;

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, 
on the Order of March ninth, relative to the establishment of 
a Commission for the determination of certain questions ; also,
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On the Order of March fourth, relative to the writ of quo 
warranto ;

Mr. Foster, from the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 
to whom was referred the Order of April third, relative to the 
repeal or amendment of the forty-ninth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes;

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Order of 
March seventeenth, relative to vessels sailing on shares,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of Norton 
Pratt;

Mr. Foster, from the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Eli Fernald and others;

Mr. Purple, of Gill, from the Committee on Towns, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Samuel Smith and others; 
also,

The Petition of Josephus Wilder and others; and
The Petition of Henry White and others; also,
The Petition of Adin Whitaker and others; also,
A second Petition of the same,

Severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.

And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill, “ To per
petuate the evidence of Title to Real Property obtained under 
Mortgage Deeds containing a Power of Sale, reported

The same in a new draft.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi-



528 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of the Justice of the 
Police Court, of Lowell, reported

A Bill, concerning the Police Court, in Lowell.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of March seventeenth, relative to the 
sale of Poisons, reported

A Bill, relating to the sale of Deadly Poisons.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
Order of April third, relative to costs in Civil Cases, reported 

A Bill, in relation to costs in Civil Cases.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, on 
the Order of January twenty-fourth, relative to the limitation 
of Personal Actions, also the issuing of Executions, reported 

A Bill, extending the time for the issue of Executions ; also, 
On the Order of February twenty-fourth, relative to Mill 

and Reservoir Dams, reported
A Bill, in addition to an Act relating to Mill and Reservoir 

Dams.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Mayor of Boston, relative to 
Streets, reported

A Bill, in relation to laying out, altering or discontinuing 
Streets in the City of Boston.

Mr. Pooler, of Lowell, from the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Robert K. Remingtou and others, reported

A Bill, to incorporate the Fall River Young Men’s Christian 
Association.

k,

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, from the Committee on Towns, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Towns of Lynnfield 
and North Reading, reported
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A Bill to change the Boundary Line between the Towns of 
Lynnfield and North Reading.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of James Leeds, 
reported

A Resolve on the Petition of James Leeds; also,
On the Petition of George H. Brown,
A Resolve on the Petition of George H. Brown.

Mr. Joy, from the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance, on the Order of February nineteenth, relative to 
the two hundred and fifty-second chapter of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-six, reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act concerning Insurance Com
missioners.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Exchange Mutual Insurance 
Company, reported

A Resolve, “ On the Petition of the Exchange Mutual 
Insurance Company,”

And these Resolves and Bills were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the 

Sunderland Bridge,”
“ To regulate the use of Proxies in B a n k s a n d

The Resolves, “ In aid of the State Library,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Manufactures, on the Petitions of Joel Hayden and others;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Gaius 
Thompson and others,
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Were severally read, and placed in the Orders-of the Day.

The Petition of the Milford and Woonsocket Railroad 
Company, was recommitted to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petition of the Selectmen of the town of Lakeville, 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Severally in concurrence.

The Petition of the President and Secretary of the Shaw- 
mut Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for action on the Re
port of the Insurance Commissioners, on the said company, 
was referred, in concurrence, to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Engrossed Bills,
“ Authorizing transcripts of Town and City Records,”
“ In addition to an Act to establish the City of Fall River,” 

(which originated in the House,)
“ Concerning the offence of obtaining property under false 

pretences,”
“ Concerning the Fairhaven Mutual Marine Insurance Com

pany, and the Attleborough Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”
“ In relation to the form of Bond to be given by Executors 

who are residuary legatees,”
“ Concerning the Equitable Marine Insurance Company,”
“ Relating to the pasturing of Cattle or other animals in 

streets or ways,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Bill, to fix the Salaries of the District-Attorneys 
for the Northern, Eastern and Southern Districts, was passed 
to be engrossed, and under a suspension of the Rule, the 
motion was carried, and the Bill was then recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Hinckley,, of Barnstable, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill, concerning Fees of Sheriffs and their 
Deputies, was passed to be engrossed, and the motion was 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

And

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Fitch, of Boston,
Ordered, That from and after the twenty-third instant, no 

member be allowed to speak on any question more than twen
ty minutes, without special leave of the House.

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Boston,
Ordered, That from and after the twenty-first instant, on 

questions of reconsideration, no member be allowed to speak 
more than ten minutes, unless by special leave of the House.

On motion of Mr. Fox, of Taunton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of authorizing the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Cities and the Selectmen of Towns, to take lands for the loca
tion or enlargement of burial grounds, as they are now allowed 
to for other purposes.

Mr. Smith, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of Fran
cis Welch and others, against the Petition of the City of Bos
ton, relative to Streets.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was recommitted the Bill to fix the Salaries of 
the District-Attorneys of the Northern, Eastern and Southern 
Districts, reported

The same with certain amendments, which were adopted, 
and the Bill was then passed to be engrossed, as amended, 
and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Coleman C. Kenrick, of 
Medford, and

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks and
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Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Merchants’ 
Bank,

Severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petitions of 

J. D. Towle and others, and 
G. W. Bacon and others;

Also, the Order of February seventh, relative to the election 
of School Committees; and

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March ninth, relative 
to real actions ; and

Mr. Vose, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Order of April fifteenth, relative to Bail Bonds; also,

Mr. Adams, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
an Order of April eighth, relative to the division of Common 
Lands,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Wood, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Petition of Maltiah Gifford and others, reported,

Recommending that the same be referred to the next Gen
eral Court.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Charles Marsh and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 
Day,

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, from the Committee on the Fish
eries, to whom was recommitted the Engrossed Bill, “ To 
incorporate the Lagoon Pond Company in Dukes County,” 
reported,
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That the same ought to pass as engrossed, and said Report 
was accepted, and the Bill passed to be enacted and sent to 
the Senate.

Mr. Harris, of Springfield, from the Joint Special Commit
tee on the subject of the Investments of the Funds of the 
Commonwealth, agreeable to the Order of March twenty-first, 
reported

A Bill, relative to the Extinguishment of the Public Debt.

Mr. Spooner, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the 
Finances of the State, reported

A Resolve, repealing chapter seventy-six of the Resolves of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty- 
second, relative to Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, reported

A Bill, in relation to Mutual Fire Insurance Companies.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, to whom was committed the Senate Bill, 
to enable parties in civil actions and proceedings to be wit
nesses therein, reported

The same in a new draft.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance to whom was referred the Petition of 
E. VV. Mudge and others, reported

A Bill, to incorporate the Lynn Water Works.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of Milford and 
Woonsocket Railroad Company, reported

A Bill, to extend the time of locating and constructing the 
Milford and Woonsocket Railroad; also,

On the Order of April fifth, relative to fires caused by Lo
comotives on Railroads, reported

A Bill, concerning Railroad Corporations.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile
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Af£ait*>anri-lfiaGraticc, to whom was referred the Order of 
February twenty-first, relative to Bonds and Returns of 
Auctioneers, reported

A Bill, relating to Auctioneers. •

And these Bills and Resolves were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty- 
sixth, relative to Coroners’ Inquests ; also,

The Order of February nineteenth, requiring returns from 
Treasurers and Clerks of Savings Institutions; and

The Order of January twenty-third, relative to Stock Fire 
Insurance Companies, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Tyler, of North Brookfield, the Report of 
the Committee on Railways and Canals, on the Petition of 
the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Company, was dis
charged from the Orders of the Day, and recommitted to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals, wTith instructions to report 
a Bill on that part of the Petition which asks for amendment 
of Charter.

And the same was sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby thq Report of the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of Alfred 
Presson and others, was accepted, was carried in the affirma
tive, and the Report was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of B#ston, all the Bills and Reports 
of the Committee on Banks and Banking, were laid on the 
table.

The Senate Report of the Committee on Agriculture, on 
the Order of March twelfth, relating to Shade Trees, was next 
considered, and on motion of Mr. P'ay, of Chelsea, a Bill, “ To 
authorize Cities and Towns to set out Shade Trees,” was
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substituted for the Report, and the same was reau <wid 
to a second reading.

The Bill a u th o r iz in g . the Selectmen of Manchester to con
struct a Town-Way over tide-water, was indefinitely post
poned.

The Bill in relation to the powers of County Commission
ers in laying out Ways across Railroads, wTas taken up, when 
Mr. Goddard, of Brookline, offered therefor a substitute, when 
the whole subject was kid on the table and ordered to be 
printed.

The Bill relating to Trustees under Railroad Mortgages, 
proposed as a substitute by Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, for 
the Bill reported by the Committee, was adopted, read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill to incorporate the proprietors of the Holyoke and 
Willimansett Bridge, was read a second time, amended, and as 
amended, ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, “ in addition to an Act to protect the Property of 
Married Women ” was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Ranney, of Boston, and 
the vote having been taken, the amendment was rejected, and 
the Bill was then ordered to a third reading.

The Bill “ concerning the appointment of Members of the 
Legislature to certain offices,” was next considered, the question 
being on ordering the same to j. third reading.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxboro’, offered a substitute therefor, 
which was adopted, and the question then recurring on order
ing the same to a third reading, the Roll was called, and it 
appeared that there were on© hundred and thirty-five Yeas, 
and fifty-five Nays, so the Bill was ordered to a third reading. 
[See Appendix, No. 22.]

And thereupon,

The House
Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of February fourteenth, 
relative to a change of time of Assessing Taxes; also,

On the Order of April tenth, relative to powers of the Su
preme Judicial Court, on Writs of Error;

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, on the 
Order of January twenty-first, relative to the Superior Court 
of the County of Suffolk; and

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, on the 
Order of February fourteenth, relative to the Assessment of 
Taxes; also,

On the Order of February fourteenth, relative to the Collec
tion of Taxes; also,

On the Order of April third, relative to the Returns of Cor
porations; also,

On the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to taking 
Depositions in criminal cases ; also,

On the Bill introduced, on leave, by Mr. Spooner, of Boston, 
to define and explain an Act relative to the Rights and Duties 
of Jurors; and

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the same committee, on the 
Order of March twenty-sixth, relative to the writ of cerlio- 
ari;

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate
65
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and Chancery, on the Order of February twentydirst, raiatwe- 
to the form of commencing Writs in Equity,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of E. W. Gouch and 
others, reported

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw; also,
On the Order of March ninth, relative to allowing Married 

Women to testify in Civil Suits where their husbands are 
parties; reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, on the Order of April third, relative to pro
ceedings in Insolvency, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally accepted.

Mr. Russell, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the Order of January fifteenth, relative to returns 
of votes for Governor, Lieutenant-Governor and Councillors, 
reported

A Bill in relation to the returns of votes.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of February 
twenty-first, relative to giving full equity jurisdiction to the 
Supreme Judicial Court, reported

A Bill, “ In addition to the several Acts giving jurisdiction 
to the Supreme Judicial Court.”

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, on the Order of February nineteenth, relative to repeal
ing an Act to change the time of Assessing Taxes in the City 
of Boston, reported
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A Bill, “ To repeal an Act to change the time for Assessing 
Taxes in the City of Boston.”

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the same committee, on the 
Order of March twelfth, relative to amending chapter fifty-two, 
of the laws of eighteen hundred and. fifty-five, reported 

A Bill, “ In relation to the trial of Libels for Divorce.”

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Mayor of the city of Boston, 
relative to Sewerage, reported

A Bill, concerning Drains and Sewers in the city of Boston.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Resolve on 
the Petition of Henry P. Sturgis and another; also,

The Resolve on the Petition of Lydia Barrows and another, 
reported,

The said Resolves severally ought to pass.

And these Resolves and Bills were read, and ordered to 
a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, concerning Petitions for partition, was referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary.

A Bill, to extend the time of the payment of the State Loan 
to the Eastern Railroad Company, was, on motion of Mr. Mor
rill, of Fall River, laid on the table.

Bills,
“ In relation to Gaming, Billiard Tables and Bowling 

Alleys,”
“ To change the Name of the Third Orthodox Congrega

tional Society, in Danvers,”
“ To change the Name of the Worcester District Methodist 

Episcopal Church Camp-Meeting Association ; ” and

Ihe Resolve, in favor of John H. Wilkins, II. B. Rogers, 
and Francis B. Fay,
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Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance consider and report what changes are 
required in the law regulating Common Carriers.

Engrossed Bills,
“ To establish the Terms of the Court of Probate, in the 

County of Middlesex,” (which originated in the Senate,)
“ In further addition to an Act to establish the City of 

Cambridge,” (which originated in the House of Representa
tives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and, unde- 
batable matters being first passed upon,

The Bills,
“ To amend the Charter of the Westfield Academy,”
« To set off a part of the Town of Groton, and annex the 

same to the Town of Peppered,”
“ To extend the time for building the Ware River Railroad,” 
“ To incorporate the Trustees of the WAsleyan Church, in 

Duxbury,”
“ To authorize the County Commissioners of Norfolk 

County, and other persons, to lay out Ways across Muddy 
River,”

“ To incorporate the Fall River Young Men’s Christian 
Association;”

« To extend the time of locating and constructing the Mil
ford and Woonsocket Railroad,”

« To authorize Cities and Towns to set out Shade Trees,
and

The Resolves,
“ In favor of the Hospital at Rainsford Bland,”
“ In relation to the compensation of the Door-keepers, Mes

sengers and Pages, for filing Documents,”
“ In aid of the State Library,”
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“ On the Petition of George H. Bruer,”
“ On the Petition of James Leeds,”
“ On the Petition of the Exchange Mutual Insurance Com

pany,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ Concerning wilful and malicious injuries to Dams and 

Reservoirs,”
“ Concerning the State Prison at Charlestown,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Agricultu

ral Branch Railroad,”
“ For the better preservation of Municipal Records,”
“ To change the name and location of the Etna Insurance 

Company,”
“ To incorporate the United States Telegraph Company,”
“ Relating to Warren Bridge,”
“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lowell 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,”
“ To authorize Daniel B. Tarr and others to build a wharf,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The House Resolve in favor of the State Reform School 
for Boys, at Westboro’, was read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, on the Order of March seventeen, relative 
to an amendment or alteration of the ninety-seventh chapter of 
the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty ;

Of the Committee on the Judiciary on the Order of April
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two, relative to Orders of Notice on matters affecting Real 
Estate;

On the Order of March nineteenth, relative to the Obstruc
tions of Streets in Cities and Towns ;

On the Order of January twenty-third, relative to Stock 
Fire Insurance Companies;

On the Order of January twenty-sixth, relative to Coroners’ 
Inquests;

On the Order of March ninth, relative to Real Actions;
On the Order of March fourth, relative to the writ of quo

warranto;
On the Order of March ninth, relative to the establishment 

of a Commission to determine certain questions instead of 
County Commissioners;

On the Order of January twenty-eighth, relative to County 
Auditors;

On the Order of March twenty-sixth, relative to the dismis
sion of Proceedings in Criminal Cases;

On the Order of March----- , relative to the Naturalization
of Foreigners;

On the Order of March twenty-third, relative to suits by 
Assignees of choses in Actions ;

On the Order of April fifteenth, relative to Bail Bonds;
On the Order of April eighth, relative to the division of 

Common Lands, and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Petitions of 
Maltiah Gifford and others, and 
Lorenzo W. Joy and others, and

(Leave to withdraw) on the Petition of Charles Marsh and 
others ; also,

Of the Committee on Finance, on the Petition of Coleman 
C. Kenrick,

Were severally read and accepted.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Federal Relations, on the Order of March sixteenth, relative
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to the tenure of office and manner of electing United States 
Judges;

On the Order of January twenty-second, relating to amend
ment of the Personal Liberty Bill;

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Order of March seventeenth, relative to vessels sailing on 
shares;

Of the Committee on Railways and Canals, on the Order 
of March thirtieth, relative to Railroad Intersections;

On the Bill, (introduced, on leave, by Mr. Davis, of Green
field,) relative to Railroad Crossings ;

On the Order of February tenth, relative to the Boston 
and Maine and Eastern Railroad ;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Order of April third, relative to taxing Pews; and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Committee on 
Towns, on the Petition of Samuel Smith and others; and

(Leave to withdraw) on the first and second Petitions of 
Adin Whitaker and others,
Josephus Wilder and others,
Henry White and others,
Henry Howland and others;

Of the Committee on Railways and Canals, on the Peti
tions of

Ebenezer L. Pierce and others,
John B. Taft and others,

The Proprietors of the Locks and Canals on the Connecti
cut River at South Hadley,

The Horn Pond Branch Railroad Company,
Of the Committee on Banks and Banking, on the Petition 

of Norton Pratt and others,
Of the Committee on Education, on the Petition of Benja

min Stanton and others,
Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 

the Petition of S. G. Stinson and others,

Were severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence.
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The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Man
ufactures, on the Petition of Joel Hayden ;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Gaius 
Thompson and others,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, on the Petition of the Merchants’ Bank, in Low
ell, was laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

The Bill in relation to the powers of County Commission
ers in laying out Ways across Railroads, was taken from the 
table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, the Resolves for 
the Relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas, were taken 
from the table and considered, but before taking any question 
thereon,

The House
Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of repealing or amending chapter fifty-six, of the 
Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, relating to jury trials 
for divorce, and of providing by law that such trials shall be 
held before the courts sitting in chambers.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of John
L. Sullivan, praying for authority to prosecute certain Claims.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Pollard, of Lowell, presented the Petition of J. R. Hayes 
and others, of Lowell, for a modification of the four hundred 
and thirty-sixth,chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Auditor, transmit
ting, in compliance with an Order of April fourth, a detailed 
Statement of the State Printing for the years eighteen hun
dred and fifty-four, five and six, and the same was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed.

m

Mr. Day, of Boston, from the Joint Special Committee on 
the subject of an Asylum for Inebriates, to whom was referred 
the Petition of C. S. B. Spear and others; also, sundry others 
in aid of the same, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.



546 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the Order of April tenth, relative to the removal of 
the June Term of the Courts from Fitchburg, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these several Reports were accepted, and the former 
sent up for concurrence.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Resolves 
for the Relief of Settlers in Kansas.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, proposed an amendment to the 
same, and the whole subject was laid on the table.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, con
cerning the Fees of Sheriffs and their Deputies was passed 
to be engrossed, was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill 
was then laid on the table.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) on the Petitions of 
A. Kreissman and others, and 
Henry K. Oliver and others,

Were severally recommitted.

The Resolve, in favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury, 
was read a second time and ordered to a third reading.

The Bills,
“ For the extension of the Middleborough and Taunton 

Roilroad,”
“ To confirm an Indenture concerning the Back Bay,”

Were severally laid on the table.

The Bill, requiring certain Returns from Treasurers of 
Savings Institutions, was read a third time, and indefinitely 
postponed.
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The Bill, “ To repeal a part of an Act in addition to an Act 
to incorporate certain persons for the purpose of building a 
Bridge over Merrimac River, in the County of Middlesex, 
between the towns of Dracut and Chelmsford,” was read a 
second time, and pending the question on ordering the same 
to a third reading,

The House

Adjourned.



fr



Wednesday, April 22, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Stone, of Sudbury,
Ordered, That on and after the twenty-seventh instant, the 

Monday morning Sessions commence at eleven o’clock, A. M.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Petition of 
Sidney Bartlett, Executor of B. B. Mussey, for leave to sell 
Real Estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Marble, of Boston, presented the Petition of Pearl Martin 
and others, to be incorporated as the Real Estate Improvement 
Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, presented the Remonstrances of 
W- B. Wood and others,
Philander Washburn and others,
Z. Leonard, Jr., and others,
Jared Alden and others,

■ Severally against the Petition of the Middleborough and 
Taunton Railroad Company.

Severally laid on the table.

Mr. Brewer, of Boston, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Stephen Mansur and 
others, reported,

66
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Asking to be discharged, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was referred the Order of March thirty-first, 
relative to an amendment of the one hundred and ninety- 
sixth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these several Reports were accepted and sent up for 
concurrence.

Mr. Smith, of South Hadley, from the Committee on 
Prisons, to whom was referred the Petitions of Josiah S. 
Knowles and others, and N. P. Banks, Jr., and others, 
reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw; also,
On the Order of February twenty-seventh, in relation to 

the contracts for labor of the Convicts at the State Prison) 
reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Twiss, of Worcester, from the Committee on Educa
tion, on the Order of April first, relative to Meteorological 
Observations; and

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, on the Order of April fifteenth, relative to Direc
tors or Trustees of Savings Banks,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of George H. 
Plummer and others, reported

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

And these Reports were placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on'Mercan-
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tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of John Stockman and others, reported

A Bill, relating to the Roxbury Gas Light Company.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Report of the Board of Educa
tion, reported

A Resolve, in addition to the Resolves in favor of Normal 
Schools and School Agents ; also,

A Resolve, concerning the State Normal Schools.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, from the Committee on the Pay 
Roll, to whom was referred the Order of April fourth, relative 
to the Compensation of the Chaplains of the Legislature, 
reported

A Resolve, in behalf of the Chaplains of the Legislature.

And these Bills and Resolves were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, to establish a Police Court in the town of Framing

ham, was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A Resolve on the Petition of John B. Alley and Francis O. 
Matts, Executors of the Will of Sarah B. Foster, deceased, 
and of the said Alley, as Guardian of his minor Children, 
was referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Bills,
“ Empowering the Supreme Judicial Court to decree the sale 

of Real Estate, in certain cases,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

India Wharf,”
“ To authorize Francis Butters and others to build a wharf,” 
“ To incorporate the North American Depot and Wharf 

Company,”
In addition to an Act to establish the Mount Washington 

Avenue Corporation,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Towns, 
on the Petition of Stephen Perry and others;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Josiah 
Griffin ;

Of the Committee on Roads and Bridges, on the Petition 
of George W. White and others;

Of the Committee on Manufactures, on the Petition of Ben
jamin Knight and others;

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Petitions of

Edwin Rice,
John Federhen and others,
Jerome Wells and others,
William Tewksbury, and 
Silas Dean and others; and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Committee on 
Towns, on the Petition of Silas Hale and others,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking be 
instructed to consider and report, whether any alteration is 
expedient in the general Banking Law of this State; and also, 
to report what further legislation is necessary to enable exist
ing institutions to increase their Capital Stock, under the pro
visions of said general law.

The Report of the Insurance Commissioners upon the con
dition of the Shawmut Mutual Fire Insurance Company, was 
referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance-

Severally in concurrence.

A Remonstrance of Lyman Reed, against the repeal of the 
Resolve concerning the Potato Rot, was laid on the table.

The House Bil], regulating the payment of Fines and For
feitures in Criminal Cases, came down passed to be engrossed, 
with an amendment, which was adopted, in concurrence.
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Mr.. Morrill, -of-Fall River, on leave, introduced a Bill to 
amend the Act establishing the City of Fall River, which, 
under a suspension of the Rule, was read three times and passed 
to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Engrossed Bills,
“ To incorporate the Lincoln Wharf Company,”
“ To protect the Menhaden Fishery, in the towns of Dux- 

bury, Plymouth and Kingston,” (which originated in the House 
of Representatives,)

“ In addition to an Act to establish the Fort Hill Corpora
tion,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ On the Petition of the Selectmen of Dorchester,”
‘‘In favor of Ralph K. Jones,”
“ On the Petition of the P'irst Baptist Society, in South- 

bridge,”

(Which severally originated in the Senate,)

* Were passed, and sent to the Senate.

The Senate Bill, in addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Proprietors of the Sunderland Bridge, was discharged from 
the Orders of the Day, read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolves, “ For the Relief of Settlers in the Territory 
of Kansas,” were taken from the table and considered, and the 
hour specially assigned for taking the question on ordering the 
same to be engrossed, having arrived, it was

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Twiss, of Worcester, That the 
question be taken by Yeas and Nays; and accordingly the 
Roll was called, and it appeared that there were one hundred 
and fifty-nine Yeas, and one hundred and fifty-two Nays. [See 
Appendix, No. 23.] So the Resolves were passed to be 
engrossed.
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Mr. Spooner, of Boston, moved a reconsideration oL the 
vote whereby the above Resolves were passed to be engrossed, 
and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Porter, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Resolve, “ In favor of the State Almshouse at 
Tewksbury,” was yesterday ordered to a third reading.

Mr. Dodge, of Chatham, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Bill, requiring certain Returns from Savings In
stitutions, was yesterday indefinitely postponed ; and these 
several motions were placed in the Orders of the Day.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston,
Ordered, That five hundred extra copies of the Report of 

the Special Committee on Rates of Interest be printed, three 
hundred of the same to be at the disposal of said committee.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Senate Bill, to establish a 
Police Court in the town of Framingham, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

And the Bill was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, movea a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Report of the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the Petition of Eli Fernald, was accepted.

Mr. Griggs, of Westborough, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the Bill extending the time for the construc
tion of the Agricultural Branch Railroad, was yesterday passed 
to be engrossed.

And these several motions were placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Bill in relation to 
trials of Libels for Divorce, was discharged from the Orders of 
the Day, and recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and re
sumed the consideration of the Unfinished Business, the same
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being, “ Bill to repeal a part of an Act in addition to an Act 
to incorporate certain persons for the purpose of building a 
bridge over Merrimack River, in the county of Middlesex, be
tween the towns of Dracut and Chelmsford,” the question being 
on ordering the same to a third reading. After debate, the 
vote was taken, and decided in the affirmative.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Thursday, April 23, 185T.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Perry, of New Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider the expediency of authorizing the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth to furnish to the town of New Salem, such 
books and documents as are usually furnished to new towns, 
to supply so far as may be, the recent losses of that town, in 
the destruction of the Clerk’s Office by fire.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule.

Ordered, That on and after Monday next, the House hold 
evening Sessions,—Saturday evening excepted,—said Sessions 
to commence at seven o’clock, P. M.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of Leopold 
Herman and others, for an Act of incorporation for manufac
turing purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of 
Caleb Stetson and others, against the increase  ̂ of Bank 
Capital.

Laid on the table.

The Petition of Francis T. Cordis and Edward Cordis, with
67
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the Order of Notice thereon, was recommitted to the Com
mittee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petition of the Worcester 
County Mechanics’ Association, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw. And the Re
port was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Barre 
and North Brookfield Railroad Company, reported

A Bill to amend the Charter of the Barre and North Brook
field Railroad Company.

Mr. Fay, of Chelsea, from the Committee on Prisons, to 
whom was referred the Order of March fourteenth, relative to 
a revision and equalizing the salaries of the Officers in the 
State Prison, reported

A Bill, relating to the Salaries of certain Officers of the 
State Prison.

Mr. Farmer, of Roxbury, from the Committee on Finance, 
on the Order of April ninth, relative to the Compensation of 
the Commissioners to consolidate and revise the Statutes of 
this Commonwealth, reported

A Resolve to pay the Commissioners for the consolidation 
of the General Statutes of the Commonwealth.

And these Bills and Resolve were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, the Bill, in 
addition to an Act authorizing the loan of the State Credit to 
enable the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company to con
struct the Hoosac Tunnel, was discharged from the Orders of 
the Day, and specially assigned for consideration on Tuesday 
next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.
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Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Roads and 

Bridges consider the expediency of repealing chapter sixty of 
the Resolves passed in eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled 
“ Resolves in favor of giving additional powers to the Commis
sioners on Boston Harbor and Back Bay, authorizing the said 
Commissioners to lay railways of single or double tracks upon 
the Mill Dam and roads belonging to the Boston and Roxbury 
Mill Corporation, and upon any of the highways of the town 
of Brookline.

/

A communication was received from the Troy and Green
field Railroad Company, transmitting certain information 
required by the Order of the House of the ninth instant, and 
the same was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

The" House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and unde- 
batable matters being first acted upon,

The Bills,
“ To change the Name of the Third Orthodox Congrega

tional Society, in Danvers,”
“ Relating to the Roxbury Gas Light Company,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

India Wharf,”
“ To authorize Francis Butters and others to build a Wharf”

And the Resolves,
“ In favor of John H. Wilkins, H. B. Rogers and Francis B. 

Fay,”
“ On the Petition of Henry P. Sturgis and another,”
“ In behalf of the Chaplains of the Legislature,”

• “ On the Petition of Lydia Barrows and another,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ To extend the time for building the Ware River Railroad,”
“ To incorporate the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church, in 

Duxbury,”
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“ To incorporate the Fall River Young Men’s Christian 
Association,”

“ Concerning the Police Court, in Lowell,”
“ To authorize Cities and Towns to set out Shade Trees,”

And the Resolves,
“ In favor of the Hospital at Rainsford Island,”
“ On the Petition of George H. Buer,”
“ On the Petition of James Leeds,”
“ On the Petition of the Exchange Mutual Insurance Com

pany,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ To amend the Charter of Westfield Academy,”
“ To authorize the County Commissioners of Norfolk County 

and other persons to lay out Ways across Muddy River;” and

The Resolve, “ In aid of the State Library,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient) of the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, on the Order of February twenty-first, relative 
to the form of commencing suits in Equity ;

Of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the Order of March 
twenty-sixth, relative to the writ of certiorari;

On the Bill introduced by Mr. Spooner, of Boston, relative 
to the Rights of Jurors;

On the Order of P’ebruary twenty-sixth, relative to taking 
depositions in Criminal Cases ;

On the Order of April third, relative to the Returns of Cor
porations ;

On the Order of February sixth, relative to the Collection 
of Taxes ;

On the Order of February fourteenth, relative to the Assess
ment of Taxes ;

On the Order of January twenty-first, relative to the Supe
rior Court of the County of Suffolk ;
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On the Order of April tenth, relating to powers of the Su
preme Court on Writs of Equity;

On the Order of February fourteenth, relative to the change 
of time of Assessing Taxes,

Were severally accepted.

The Reports (inexpedient) of the Committee on Education, 
on the Order of April first, relative to Meteorological Observa
tions ;

Of the Committee on Banks and Banking on the Order of 
April fifteenth, relative to the Directors or Trustees of Savings 
Banks, and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, on the Petition of George H. Plummer 
and others,

Were severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petitions of 

Edwin Rice,
John Federhen and others,
Jerome Wells and others,
William Tewksbury, and 
Silas Dean and others ;

Of the Committee on Manufactures, on the Petition of 
Benjamin B. Knight and others;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Josiah 
Griffin;

Of the Committee on Towns, on the Petition of Stephen 
Perry and others;

Of the Committee on Roads and Bridges, on the Petition 
of George W. White and others; and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Committee on 
Towns, on the Petition of Silas Hale and others,

»

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.



562 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

The Reports, on the Order of February twenty-seventh, 
relative to the contracts for labor at the State Prison ; and

The Petitions of
Josiah S. Knowles and others, and 
N. P. Banks, Jr., and others,

Were severally laid on the table.

The House then proceeded to consider the motion to recon
sider the vote whereby the Resolves, for the Relief of Settlers 
in the Territory of Kansas, were passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston, it was Ordered, That 
when the question is taken, it be taken by Yeas and Nays; 
before taking the question thereon, the hour specially assigned 
for the consideration of the Bill, to increase the Capital Stock 
of the Oxford Bank, arrived, when, on motion, the same was 
postponed to two and a half o’clock, P. M.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Resolves, 
and the Roll having been called, it appeared that there were 
seventy-three Yeas, aqd two hundred and eighteen Nays, 
[See Appendix, No. 241,] so the motion to reconsider was lost. 
And the Resolves were sent up for concurrence.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Putnam, of Danvers,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be instructed 

to report a Resolve providing for the pay of the members of 
the Executive Council, and the Legislature and its officers, for 
their travel and attendance ; and also for the compensation of 
the Clerks of the Senate and House of Representatives.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Pearl Martin and 
others, reported

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

And the Report was placed in the Orders of the Day

Mr. Cogswell, from the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, to whom was referred the Petition of Sidney Bartlett, 
Executor of the late B. B. Mussey, reported

A Resolve on the Petition of Sidney Bartlett, Executor of 
the last will and testament of Benjamin B. Mussey, deceased, 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading.

Engrossed Bills,
“ Concerning the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Com

pany,”
“ To authorize James A. Knowlton to drive piles on Blaney’s 

Beach, in Swampscott,”
“ In further addition to an Act to establish the City of 

Wore’ ' lly originated in the House of Rep-
re" drives,)

•( To incorporate the United States lelegraph Company,
“ To set off a part of the town of Beverly and annex the 

same to the town of Danvers,”
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“ To change the name and location of the iEtna Furnace 
Company,” (which originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves,
“ On the Petition of Samuel N. Tenney,”
“ In aid of the Christiantown and Chappequidic Indians,” 

(which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were passed, and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Webster, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Report on the Petition of George H. 
Plummer and others, was accepted.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Report on the Order relative to the Returns 
of Corporations, was accepted.

And these motions were severally placed in the Orders of the 
Day. \

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby the 
Resolve, “ In favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury,’ 
was ordered to a third reading; pending the debate on which, 
but before taking any action thereon, the hour specially assigned 
for the consideration of the Bill, “ To increase the Capital 
Stock of the Oxford Bank,” arrived, and accordingly it was 
taken up, but before any action was had thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



1857.F r id a y ,  A p r i l  2 4 ,

Met according to adjournment.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Littlefield, of Fox- 
borough, was rejected.

Mr. Bradley, of Tisbury, presented the Petition of the 
Town of Chilmark, for indemnification for sums paid for sup
plies furnished certain Indians in said town.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, presented the Petition of John 
W. Gulliver, for a hearing on the matter of the discovery of a 
means of prevention of the Potato Rot.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Order of March twenty-fourth, 
relative to the number of members of the School Committee 
to be elected each year, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon. And said Report 
was accepted.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Engrossed Bills,
“ To authorize Daniel B. Tarr and others to build a wharf,”
“ Relating to Warren Bridge,”
“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lowell 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,” (which severally originated 
68
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in the Senate,) were passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

An Engrossed Resolve, authorizing the removal of the 
remains of the dead from a burial ground in Natick, (which 
originated in the House of Representatives,) was passed and 
sent to the Senate.

An Engrossed Bill in addition to an Act establishing the 
City of Fall River, (which originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the House 
refused to reconsider the vote whereby the Resolve in favor of 
the State Almshouse, at Tewksbury, was ordered to a third 
reading; also,

The vote whereby the Report of the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, on the Petition of Eli Fernald and others was 
accepted.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, “ Re
quiring certain Returns from Treasurers of Savings Institu
tions,” was indefinitely* postponed, was carried in the affirma
tive, and the Bill was then ordered to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Senate Bill, 
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Agricultural 
Branch Railroad ” was passed to be engrossed, was carried in 
the negative.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Report on 
the Petition of George H. Plummer, was accepted, was taken 
up and carried, when Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, proposed as 
a substitute for the Report, a Bill, “ To incorporate the Suffolk 
Railroad Company,” which, with the Report, was laid on the 
table, and the Bill ordered to be printed.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Report, on 
the Order relative to the Returns of Corporations, was accept-
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ed, was carried in the affirmative, when a Bill, “ In addition 
to the several Acts for the more equal Assessment of Taxes,” 
was proposed as a substitute therefor, by Mr. Hinckley, of 
Barnstable, and the same was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed.

The House resumed the consideration of the Bill, to increase 
the Capital Stock of the Oxford Bank; but before taking the 
question,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Ward, of Orange, it was Ordered, That 
when the House adjourns on Thursday, April thirtieth, it 
adjourn to meet on Monday, May fourth, at eleven o’clock, 
A. M.

On motion of Mr. Hyde, of Newton,
Ordered, That a Joint Special Committee, consisting of 

seven members on the part of the House, with such as the 
Senate may join, be directed to visit the Hoosac Tunnel, and 
report, as soon as practicable, any information they may ob
tain, which, in their opinion, will be useful in considering the 
measure now before the Legislature proposing to alter the 
terms of the Loan Act of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, in 
aid of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company.

Mr. Ramsdell, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
Henry A. Potter and others, of Marblehead, for leave to extend 
their Wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insu
rance.

Mr. Bradbury of Boston, presented the Petition of Jesse J. 
Underhill and others, for an Act of incorporation for a Five 
Cents Savings Bank, in South Malden.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, presented the Petition of the Secre
tary of the Association of Banks for the suppression of Coun
terfeiting, for a hearing before the Committee on Finance, and 
the same was referred to the said committee.

And on motion of the same gentleman, the Resolve, repeal-
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ing chapter seventy-six of the Resolves of eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, and 
recommitted to the same committee, with instructions to hear 
the parties in accordance with the prayer of the last named 
Petition.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was referred the Petition of Samuel Nicholson 
and others, reported .

A Bill to incorporate the Massachusetts Peat Coal Com
pany.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Resolve on the 
Petition of John B. Alley and Francis O. Watts, Executors of 
the Will of Sarah B. Foster, deceased, and of the said Alley, 
as guardian of her minor children, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

And these Bills were severally read and ordered to a 
second reading.

The Bill concerning the Fees of Sheriffs and their Deputies, 
was taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the House re
sumed the consideration of the Bill, to increase the Capital 
Stock of the Oxford Bank, the question being on ordering 
the same to a third reading ; and the vote having been taken, 
it was decided in the affirmative.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table, and

The Bills,
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Quincy Stone Bank, 

in Quincy,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Conway Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Miller’s River Bank, ’
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Mechanics’ Bank, in 

New Bedford,”
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“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Old Colony Bank, in 
Plymouth,”

“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Mount Wollaston 
Bank, in Quincy,”

“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Cape Cod Bank, in 
Harwich,”

“ To increase the Capital Stock, of the Hopkinton Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Dedham Bank, at 

Dedham,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Taunton Bank, in 

Taunton,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Asiatic Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Wrentham Bank,”
<• To increase the Capital Stock of tl>e Woburn Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Warren Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Malden Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Union Bank, in 

Haverhill,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Haverhill Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Brighton Market 

Bank, in Brighton,”

Were severally taken from the table, read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading.

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, on the Petition of S. A. Sburtleff and 
others, was taken from the table.

Mr. Goddard, of Brookline, proposed^ Bill as a substitute 
for said Report, and the same, with the Report, was laid on 
the table, and the Bill ordered to be printed.

The Report of the same committee, on the Petition of the 
Tremont, Bank, was next taken up, when Mr. Hale, of Boston, 
proposed a Bill as a substitute therefor.

The Report of the same committee, on the Petition of 
Moses Newell and others, was also taken up, when Mr. Ed
wards, of West Newbury, proposed a Bill as substitute for 
the same; and these Reports and Bills were laid on the table, 
and the Bills ordered to be printed.
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The Bill, to establish a Police Court in the town of Fra
mingham, was read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading. ,

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



*



Saturday, April 25, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Lombard, of Warren, the vote whereby 
the Order offered yesterday by Mr. Ward, of Orange, was 
adopted, was, under a suspension of the Rule, reconsidered, 
and the question then recurring on the adoption of the Order, 
the vote was taken, and the Order was rejected.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of the 
Commissioners of Dukes County, for leave to borrow money. 
And the same was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of April twentieth, 
relative to the location of Burial Grounds; also,

The Order of April tenth, relative to persons present at ille
gal games, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally read and accepted.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as 
relates to the Finances of the State, also the Reports of the 
Treasurer and Auditor of the Commonwealth, reported . <’(

A Bill, to apportion and assess a tax of eight hundred and 
ninety-ninety thousand nine hundred and seventy-three dollars.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi-
69
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ciary, to whom was referred the Senate Bill concerning Peti
tions for partition, reported

That the same ought to pass.

And these Bills were severally read and ordered to a 
second reading.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of amending the one hundred and fifty-seventh 
chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, relating 
to the election of civil officers.

A Bill from the Senate, in addition to an Act to authorize 
the County Commissioners of Middlesex to lay out a Highway 
and construct a Bridge over Mystic River, in the town of Med
ford, was read three several times, under a suspension of the 
Rule, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Bill to extend the time for locating and constructing 
the Medford and Woonsocket Railroad was discharged from 
the Orders of the Ddy, read twice, under a suspension *of the 
Rule, amended, and^as amended, passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve on the Petition of Sidney Bartlett, Executor 
of the last will and testament of Benjamin B. Mussey, de
ceased, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, read twice, 
under a suspension of the Rule, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Bills,
“ To protect Mariners and Ship Owners from Imposition,”
“ In relation to Gaming, Billiard Tables and Bowling Alleys,”

Were severally discharged from the Orders of the Day, 
amended, and replaced in the Orders of the Day.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the Com-
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mittee under the Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Hyde, of 
Newton, vi2.:

Messrs. Hyde, of Newton,
Cogswell, of Worcester,
Gay, of Boston,
Norcross, of Monson,
Farmer, of Roxbury,
Hinckley, of Barnstable, and 
Ruggles, of Dorchester.

Sent up for concurrence.

The “ Bill in addition to an Act to regulate the use of Rail
roads” was discharged from the Orders of the Day and recom
mitted to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The “ Bill to regulate the use of Proxies in Banks ” was 
discharged from the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Yose, of Springfield, offered a substitute therefor, which, 
with the Bill, was laid on the table, and the substitute was 
ordered to be printed.

The Report of the Committee on Towns, on the Petition 
of James Wellington and others, was taken from the table 
and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and in act
ing upon undebatable matters,

The Bills,
“ Concerning Pound Keepers,”
“ To prevent the Fraudulent Sale of Personal Property, 

leased or hired,”
“ In amendment of chapter one hundred and seventy-eight, 

section eight, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and forty-four, 
relating to Insolvent Debtors and the more equal Distribution 
of their Effects,”

“ To authorize the Overseers of the Poor to remove Desti
tute and Neglected Children to Almshouses,”

“ Concerning the Broadway Railroad Company,”
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“ In addition to an Act relating to Mill and Reservoir Dams,”
“ Extending the time for the issue of Executions,”
“ To change the Name of the Worcester District Methodist 

Episcopal Church Camp-Meeting Association,”
“ Empowering the Supreme Judicial Court to decree the 

Sale of Real Estate, in certain cases,”
“ In addition to an Act to establish the Mount Washington 

Avenue Corporation,”
“ To amend the Charter of the Barre and North Brook

field Railroad Company,”
“ To incorporate the Massachusetts Peat Coal Company,” 

and

The Resolves,
“ On the Petition of John B. Alley and Francis O. Watts, 

Executors of the Will of Sarah B. Poster, deceased, and of 
the said Alley as guardian of her minor children,”

“ To pay the Commissioners for the Consolidation of the 
General Statutes of the Commonwealth,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ Concerning Bail in Criminal Cases,”
“ Concerning the appointment of Members of the Legisla

ture to certain offices,”
“ To repeal a part of an Act in addition to an Act to incor

porate certain persons for the purpose of building a Bridge 
over Merrimack River, in the County of Middlesex, between 
the towns of Dracut and Chelmsford,”

“ Relating to the Roxbury Gas Light Company,” and
The Resolve in behalf of the Chaplains of the Legislature,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ To change the name of the Third Orthodox Congregational 

Society, in Danvers,”
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“ To authorize Francis Butters and others to build a 
Wharf,”

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the proprietors of 
India Wharf,”

“ To establish a Police Court in the town of Framingham 
and

The Resolves,
“ In favor of John IL Wilkins, H. B. Rogers, and Francis 

B. Fay,”
“ On the Petition of Henry P. Sturgis and another,”
“ On the Petition of Lydia Barrows and another,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative 
to the protection of Officers in the sale of Intoxicating Liquors ;

On the Order of February nineteenth, requiring Returns 
from Treasurers and Clerks of Loan Fund Associations;

Of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, relative to the 
repeal of the forty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes;

Of the Committee on Federal Relations, on the Order of 
April first, relative to the incompatibility of certain Offices,

Were severally accepted, and the last sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on the Petition of Pearl Martin;

Of the Committee on Education, on the Petition of George 
W. Richardson and others,

Were severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concur
rence.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

The Order offered by Mr. Spooner, of Boston, relative to 
the increase of Capital of certain Banks, was taken from the
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table, and on motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, the fol
lowing was adopted as a substitute therefor:—

Ordered, That the whole subject of the Banks, on which the 
House has not acted, be recommitted to the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, that they may revise their Reports on the 
subject, and report the result to the Legislature.

After debate, on motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, the 
Previous Question was ordered, and the Order, as amended, 
was adopted, and accordingly

The Reports (leave to withdraw) on the Petitions of,
Cyrus Smith and others,
The Shelburne Falls Bank,
The Webster Bank,
The Freeman’s Bank,
The Faneuil Hall Bank,
The North Bank,
The Shawmut Bank,
E. D. Thayer and others,
The Atlas Bank,
The Columbian Bank,
The Union Bank, Boston,
The Merchants’ Bank, Lowell, and
The Bill to incorporate the Hide and Leather Bank, in Bos

ton,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Adjourned.



Monday, April 27, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Bradbury, of Boston, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That the legislative week, commencing Monday, 
May fourth, shall be considered the last week of the present 
Legislature.

On motion of Mr. Lee, of Charlestown,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be requested 

to inquire into the expediency of altering or amending the law 
relative to the Commitment of Vagabonds.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Senate Amendment to the 
House Bill, regulating the payment of Fines and Forfeitures 
in Criminal Cases, reported,

That the same ought to be adopted. And the Report was 
accepted, and the amendment was accordingly adopted, in 
concurrence.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of February 
tenth, relative to the sale of Poisonous Drugs ;

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, from the same committee, on the 
Order of March twenty-seventh, relative to Estates in common, 
and
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Mr. Grammer, of Woburn, from the Committee on the Mili
tia, on the Order of April seventh, relative to amending section 
third of the three hundred and sixty-seventh chaptertof the 
Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-four ;

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom.was referred the Order of April second, relative 
to the Police Court in the town of Adams, reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act to establish a Police Court in 
the town of Adams.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, on the 
Petition of the Commissioners of Dukes County, reported

A Bill, to authorize the Commissioners of Dukes County to 
borrow money.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Francis 
T. Cordis and others, reported

A Resolve on the Petition of Francis T. Cordis, of Long- 
meadow, and others.

And these Bills and Resolve were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, concerning the jurisdiction of Police Courts, was 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The House Bill, in addition to an Act, entitled, “ An Act 
in relation to Mortgages,” came down passed to be engrossed, 
with an amendment, which, with the Bill, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

A Bill, to repeal an Act to provide for the inspection of 
Foreign Sumac,
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And a Resolve concerning the Massachusetts Claim against 
the General Government,

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Fisheries, on the Petitions

Of James H. Duncan and others,
The Town of Lakeville, and the Towns of Hanover and 

Hanson,
Of the Joint Special Committee on Lands in the Back Bay 

on the Petition of Robert F. Gourlay ; *
Of the Committee on the Militia on the Petition of James 

W. Clark and others ;
Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 

the Petition of the Belleville Congregational Society of New- 
buryport; and

The Petition of Charles Heiueman and others;
Of the Committee on Education, on the Petition of Heman 

Ford and others; and

(Inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on Education, 
on the House Order of April eighth, relative to Reports of 
School Committees; also,

On so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to the 
repeal of the Act of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, trans
ferring certain shares of Western Railroad Stock to the 
School Fund; and

(Reference to the next General Court) of the Committee 
on Claims, on the Petition of G. W. Richardson and George
M. Rice,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Engrossed Bills,
“ Concerning the Measurement of Milk,” (which originated 

in the House,)
“ For the better preservation of Municipal Records,”
“ To authorize the County Commissioners of Norfolk Coun

ty and other persons, to lay out Ways across Muddy River,”
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“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the 
Sunderland Bridge,”

“ In addition to an Act to authorize the County Cammis- 
sioners of Middlesex County to lay out a Highway and con
struct a Bridge over Mystic River, in Medford,”

“ Extending the time for the construction of the Agricul
tural Branch Railroad,” (which severally originated in the 
Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Bills, m
“ Concerning Election Returns,”
“ To amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mutual 

Insurance Company,”
“ To extend the time of the payment of the State Loan to 

the Eastern Railroad Company,”

Were severally taken from the table and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Bill, establishing Terms of the Probate Court for the County 
of Bristol, was read a second time, and pending a motion 
by Mr. Hodges, of Norton, to amend, the Bill was passed.

The Bill, providing for the election of Selectmen, Assessors, 
Overseers of the Poor, and School Committees, was read a 
third time, and pending the question on ordering the same to 
be engrossed, Mr. Monk, of Stoughton, proposed a substitute 
therefor, when the whole subject was laid on the table, and the 
substitute ordered to be printed.

The Bill, to amend and consolidate the several Acts con
cerning Imprisonment for Debt, and to punish Fraudulent 
Debtors, was read a second time, amended, and pending the 
question on a further amendment proposed thereto by Mr. A. 
J. Wright, of Boston,

The House
Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, presented the Memorial of Henry
H. Boardman and others, against a reduction in the prices 
paid for State Printing, and the same was laid on the table.

Mr. Whitney, of Leominster, from the Committee on Leave 
of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to James T. Dillingham, 
member from Falmouth, for the remainder of the session, 
from the twenty-ninth instant.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of John L. 
Sullivan, reported,

That the petitioner have leave tb withdraw.

And these Reports were severally accepted.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of February fourth, relative to appeals 
in cases pending in Courts of Insolvency, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Brewer, of Boston, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Silvanus Packard and 
others, reported,

That the same be referred to the next Legislature.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Orders of February
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fourth and twenty-fourth, also the Petitions of the Registers 
of Probate for the counties of Suffolk, Essex and Norfolk, re
ported

A Bill, “ Establishing the Salaries of Judges and Registers 
of Probate named therein,” and the same was read, and or
dered to a second reading.

On the motion of Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, the Report on 
the Order relative to Railroad Fares, was discharged from the 
Orders of the Day, and laid on the table.

The Piouse*proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the Unfinished Business, Bill to amend and con
solidate the several Acts concerning Imprisonment for Debt 
and to punish Fraudulent Debtors.

The pending amendments thereto were rejected.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, moved to substitute a new Bill 
for that under discussion, and on motion of the same gentle
man, the yeas and nays were ordered on the question of adopt
ing the same.

Accordingly the roll was called, and it appeared that there 
were thirty-eight yeas and one hundred and sixty-eight nays. 
So the substitute was rejected, and the Bill, as amended, was 
ordered to a third reading. [See Appendix, No. 25.]

The Bill to establish the salary of the Clerk of the Courts 
for the County of Hampden, was read a second time and or
dered to a third reading.

The Bill, to discontinue a crossing at grade upon the War
ren Bridge, and for other purposes, was read a second time, 
amended on motion of Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown, and as 
amended, ordered to a third reading.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Tuesday, April 28, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Lamkin, of Melrose, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That when the House adjourn on Thursday after
noon next, it adjourn to meet on Saturday next, at ten o’clock, 
A. M.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Bradbury, of Boston,
was taken up, and

Mr. Johnson, of Dana, offered the following as a substitute 
for the same :—

Ordered, That, the Senate concurring, the legislative week 
commencing Monday next, shall be the last week of the pres
ent session of this Legislature.

After debate, the whole subject was laid on the table.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported

That leave of absence be granted to John Brooks, member 
from Princeton, for the remainder of the session.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of April twenty- 
seventh, relative to the commitment of Vagabonds, reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally accepted.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the same committee, to whom 
71
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was referred the Senate Amendments to the Bill in addition 
to an Act entitled an Act in relation to Mortgages, reported

That the House should concur in said amendments. And 
said Report was accepted, and the amendments accordingly 
adopted.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Senate Bill concerning the Jurisdiction 
of Police Courts, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of April twenty- 
third, relative to the Town of New Salem, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Town of New Salem.

And this Bill and Resolve were read and ordered to a sec
ond reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Petition of Franklin Wilder, asking for compensation for 

unjust imprisonment, was referred, in concurrence, to the Com
mittee on Claims.

Resolves,
“ On the Petition of William B. Richards and others, for 

confirmation of Partition of Real Estate,”
“ On the Petition of George Morey,”
« On the Petition of Ada B. White, for the appointment of 

a Commissioner to settle the Estate of William A. White,”

Were severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the 

Catholic Cemetery, in Dorchester,”
“ Concerning the Waltham and Watertown Railroad Com

pany,”
“ Concerning the Brush Hill Turnpike Corporation,”
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“ In addition to an Act to set off a portion of the town of 
Dorchester, and annex it to Quincy,”

“ To authorize Hiram Brooks to extend his wharf,”
“ Determining the Boundary Line between South Scituate 

and Hanover,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Engrossed Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Fire and 

Marine Insurance Company,”
“ Relating to Pitcher Bridge, in Huntington, in the county 

of Hampshire,”
“ To authorize Henry F. Pitman, to extend his wharf,”
“ To amend the Charter of Westfield Academy,”
“ To authorize Charles Friend and Nathaniel Friend to 

extend their wharf in Gloucester,” (which severally originated 
in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

An Engrossed Resolve, “ In aid of'the State Library,” 
(which originated in the Senate,) was passed and sent to the 
Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and

The Bills,
“ Establishing Terms of the Probate Court for the County 

of Bristol,”
“ To authorize the County Commissioners of the County 

of Essex to borrow Money,”

Were severally read a second time, amended, and or
dered to a third reading.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of the Bill 
in addition to an Act authorizing the loan of the State Credit 
to enable the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company to con
struct the Hoosac Tunnel, having arrived, the same was, on
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motion of Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, postponed to, and 
specially assigned for, Friday next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

The Resolve concerning the Printing of the Commonwealth, 
was read a second time, when,

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, proposed a substitute for 
the same, pending the question on the adoption of which,

The House
Adjourned.

I
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Met according to adjournment.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, offered an Order changing the 
hour of meeting for the Afternoon Session, from two o’clock 
to two and one-quarter o’clock, P. M., and after debate the 
same was rejected.

Mr. Russel], of Boston, asked leave to introduce a “ Bill in 
addition to the Acts relating to Insolvent Debtors,” and the 
question on granting leave having been stated, the vote was 
taken and decided in the negative.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Gran
ite Bank for an increase of capital stock.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of April 
eighteenth, relative to meetings of Judges of Probate, reported

A Bill authorizing Judges of Probate to hold Annual 
Meetings, also

On the Petition of Laura N. Gorham, reported
A Resolve on the Petition of Laura N. Gorham.

And the Bill and Resolve were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Mercantile 

Affairs and Insurance, in the matter of the Petition of the
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Officers of the Shawmut Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of 
Boston, be, and they are, hereby authorized to send for persons 
and papers, as to them shall seem proper.

A Message was received from the Governor, transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts 
School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, and the same 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the Unfinished Business, viz.: The Resolve, 
“ Concerning the Printing for the Commonwealth,” the ques
tion being on the substitute offered by Mr. Schouler, of West 
Cambridge. After debate, the vote was taken, and the sub
stitute was rejected.

The question then recurring on ordering the Resolve to a 
third reading ; the vote was taken, and decided in the nega
tive, so the Resolve was refused a third reading.

The Report that the Senate Bill, concerning Attachments 
of Real Estate, ought not to pass, was accepted, and the Bill 
accordingly was rejected.

The Bill relating to Divorce, was read a third time and 
further amended, on motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston, 
and as amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con
currence.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Resolve concerning the Printing for the Com
monwealth was refused a third reading, and the motion was 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Wednesday, April 29, 1857,

Met according to adjournment.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Lamkin, of Melrose, 
was taken up and rejected.

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of repealing so much of chapter one hundred and 
thirty-nine of the Acts of eighteen hundred and thirty-nine as 
relates to the taxing of horses employed in stages or other ve
hicles for the transportation of persons.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule.

Ordered, That on and after Tuesday, May fifth, the House 
shall meet daily, ( Mondays excepted,) at nine o’clock, in the 
forenoon, and shall be adjourned by the Speaker, at half past 
twelve, and shall meet in the afternoon at two o’clock, and 
shall be adjourned by the Speaker at five, and no motion for 
an adjournment for an earlier hour shall be in order; on Mon
days the House shall meet at ten o’clock, on Saturdays, the 
afternoon Sessions may be dispensed with.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was recommitted the several Reports 
of said committee, on the Petitions of vaiious parties for incor
poration of Banks, and increase of Capital Stock, reported 
thereon,

72
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That the Committee have again considered the matter, and 
find no occasion to alter their former report in relation thereto.

And said Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To repeal section second, of the one hundred and seventy- 

first chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-six,”
“ Concerning the Boston and Lowell Railroad, and certain 

Railroads connected therewith,”
“ Concerning the Dorchester and Milton Branch Railroad 

Company,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Lee Bank,”
“ in addition to an Act relating to Joint Stock Companies,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second readme.
O

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals on the Petition of B. H. Brown and others, 
was read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

A Bill to define the rights of the Children of Non-resident 
Parents to attend Public Schools, came down passed to be en
grossed, with an amendment, which was adopted, in con- 
curenee.

A Bill concerning the Criminal Courts in the County of 
Worcester, was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A Bill to extend the time for the construction of the East 
Walpole Branch Railroad, was referred to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals.

Ordered, That the Joint Committee on Railways and 
Canals consider and report whether any additional provisions 
far the safety of Passengers and Trains are required at the 
Crossings of Railroads.

A Petition of Reuben Whitcomb, Jr., and others, for the 
establishment of an Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, was refer
red to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.
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Severally in concurrence.

Engrossed Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to cede to the United States juris

diction over certain lands and shoals in the city and harbor of 
New Bedford, and for other purposes,”

“ Authorizing the removal of the office of the Register of 
Deeds for the Northern District of Berkshire, irom Lanesbor- 
ough to Adams,”

“ To establish terms of the Probate Court for the County of 
Barnstable,”

“ Ceding jurisdiction over certain lands on Billingsgate Isl
and, to the United States,”

u I'o establish the salary of the Assistant-Clerk of the Supe
rior Court of the County of Suffolk,

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa
tives,)

“ To authorize Francis Butters and others to build a wharf,”
“ To change the Name of the Third Orthodox Congrega

tional Society, in Danvers,’
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves, ^
“ Concerning the State Industrial School for Girls,
“ In behalf of the Chaplains of the Legislature,”
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)

“ On the Petition of Henry P. Sturgis and another,”
« in favor of John H. Wilkins, H. B. Rogers, and Francis

B. Fay,”
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and in 
acting upon undebatable matters,
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The Bills,
“ Concerning Petitions for Partition,”
“ To authorize the Commissioners of Dukes County to bor

row money,”
“ In addition to an Act, to establish a Police Court in the 

town of Adams,”
“ Concerning Election Returns,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the 

Catholic Cemetery, in Dorchester,”
“ Concerning the Waltham and Watertown Railroad

Company,”
“ Concerning the Brush Hill Turnpike Corporation,”
“ In addition to an Act to set off a portion of the Town of 

Dorchester, and annex it to Quincy,”
“ To authorize Hiram Brooks to extend his Wharf,” and

The Besolves,
“ On the Petition of Francis T. Cordis, of Longmeadow, 

and others,”
“ Concerning the Massachusetts Claim against the General 

Government,”
“ In favor of the Town of New Salem,”
“ On the Petition of Laura N. Gorham,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ Concerning the Fees of Sheriffs and their Deputies,”
“ To prevent the fraudulent sale of Personal Property loaned 

or hired,”
“ To authorize the Overseers of the Poor to remove destitute 

and neglected children to Almshouses,”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Mill and Reservoir 

Dams,”
“ Extending the time for the issue of Executions,”
“ To amend the Charter of the Barre and North Brookfield 

Railroad Company,”
“ To incorporate the Massachusetts Peat Coal Company,” 
“ To establish the salary of the Clerk of the Courts for the 

County of Hampden,”
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“ Establishing Terms of the Probate Court for the County 
of Bristol,” and

The Resolves,
“ To pay the Commissioners for the consolidation of the 

General Statutes of the Commonwealth,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ To change the name of the Worcester District Methodist 

Episcopal Church Camp-Meeting Association,”
“ To amend and consolidate the several Acts concerning 

Imprisonment for Debt and to punish Fraudulent Debtors,”
“ To discontinue a crossing, at grade, upon the Warren 

Bridge, and for other purposes,” and

The Resolve on the Petition of John B. Alley and Francis
O. Watts, Executors of the Will of Sarah B. Foster, deceased, 
and of the said Alley, as Guardian of her minor Children,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of April thirteenth, relative to 
Livery Stable Keepers,

Of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, on the Order 
of March twenty-seventh, relative to Estates in Common,

On the Order of February tenth, relative to the Sale of 
Poisonous Drugs ;

Of the Committee on the Militia, on the Order of April 
seventh, relative to amending the third section of the three 
hundred and sixty-seventh chapter of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four,

Were severally accepted, and the last sent up for concur
rence.
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The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Joint Special Com
mittee on Lands in the Back Bay ;

Of the Committee on the Fisheries, on the Petitions of 
James H, Duncan and others,
The Town of Lakeville, and the 
Towns of Hanover and Hanson ;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Petitions of Charles Heineman and others,

Of the Belleville Congregational Society, of Newburyport;
Of the Committee on Education, on the Petition of Heman 

Ford and others, and

(Inexpedient to legislate) of the same committee, on the 
Order of April ninth, relative to the Reports of School Com
mittees ; also,

On so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the 
repeal of the Act of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, transfer
ring certain shares of the Western Railroad Stock to the School 
Fund ; and

(Reference to the next Legislature) of the Committee on 
Claims, on the Petition of George W. Richardson and others,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Plouse then took up the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the Resolve concerning the Printing for the Com
monwealth was refused a third reading, and after debate the 
same was carried in the affirmative; and the question then 
recurring on ordering the same to a third reading, Mr. Vose, 
of Springfield, offered a substitute therefor, under the title of a 
Resolve in relation to the State Printing, which was adopted, 
and ordered to a third reading.

1 he Bill, to exempt from levy on execution the Homestead 
of a Householder, was next taken up, Ihe question being on 
adopting the substitute proposed by Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, 
but before taking any action thereon,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The House resumed the consideration of the Unfinished 
Business in the Orders of the Day, the same being the adop
tion of the substitute proposed by Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, 
to the Bill to exempt from levy on execution the Homestead of 
a Householder; after debate the same was rejected and the Bill 
ordered to a third reading.

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Towns on the Petition of William Tufts and others, was ac
cepted, in concurrence.

The Bill to provide for the maintenance of the Essex 
Bridge, and

The Bill in addition to the several Acts in relation to the 
solemnization of Marriages, (the last having been amended,)

Were severally laid on the table.

The Bill to incorporate the Boston and New York Steam
ship Company, was read a third time, amended, and as 
amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolves respecting Hayti and Liberia, were laid on 
the table.

The Bill to repeal an Act to incorporate Towns and Cities 
into Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, at their election, was 
taken up, the question being on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, the same having been accepted by 
Mr. Andrews, of Danvers; after debate the substitute was 
rejected, and the Bill was then ordered to a third reading.

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Hudson, of Lexington 
was amended by striking out the following words, viz.: “ and 
shall be adjourned by the Speaker at five, and no motion for 
an adjournment for an earlier hour shall be in order;” and 
was adopted.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That when the House adjourn this afternoon, it 
adjourn to meet on Saturday morning, May second, at the 
usual hour.

On motion of Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth,
Ordered, That His Excellency the Governor be requested 

to inform the Legislature, if not inconsistent with the public 
interest, whether the Commissioners appointed by, or in pur
suance of the four hundred and fiftieth chapter of the Acts of 
the Legislature of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, or either 
of them, be now in office, or be now performing any functions 
as Commissioners, in relation to the rebuilding or repairing or 
superintending Charles River and Warren Bridges ; and also 
whether said Commissioners, or either.of them, be now receiv
ing, or have received, during the year last past, directly or indi
rectly, from the treasury of the Commonwealth, the agent of 
said bridges, or otherwise, any compensation or allowance for 
services performed during the last year under the provisions of 
said Act, and if so, whether the public interest requires their 
continuance in office.
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Mr. Vose, of Springfield, presented the Petition of A. S. 
Haven, for payment of expenses incurred in the preservation 
of certain property of the Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Merrifield, of Worcester, presented the Petition of the 
President, Directors and Company of the City Bank, of Wor
cester, for increase of Capital Stock.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of March eighteenth, 
relating to limited partnerships ; and

Mr. Lothrop, of Cohasset, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, on the Order of April eighteenth, rela
tive to the further protection of Invalid Paupers, severally re
ported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally read and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

Mr. Kimball, of Salem, from the Committee on Public Char
itable Institutions, to whom was referred the Order relative to 
the support of the Dudley Indians, reported

A Resolve, in favor of the Dudley Indians, and the same was 
read and ordered to a secon'd reading.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Senate Bill concerning the 
Criminal Courts in the County of Worcester, reported

That the same ought to pass, and the Bill was read three 
times under a suspension of the Rule, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

t

Engrossed Bills,
“ Regulating the payment of fines and forfeitures, in Crimi

nal Cases,”
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« Concerning the Milford and Woonsocket Railroad Com
pany,” (which severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

“ To establish a Police Court in the town of Framingham,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the proprietors of 

India Wharf,” (which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ On the Petition of Sidney Bartlett, Executor of the last 

Will and Testament of Benjamin B. Mussey,” deceased, (which 
originated in the House of Representatives,)

« On the Petition of Lydia Barrows and another,” (which 
originated in the Senate,)

Were passed, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ Relating to Persons committed to the State Lunatic Hos

pital, not having a known settlement in the Commonwealth,
“ Concerning Railroad Returns,” and
The Resolve, “ In favor of Isaiah B. Young,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.
A Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Rail

ways and Canals, on the Petition of the Western Avenue 
Railroad, was read and placed in .the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Bill in relation to the Interest of Money, was read a second 
time, and after debate, was refused a third reading.

The Bill concerning Citizenship and Personal Freedom, was 
read a second time, and pending the question on ordering the 
same to a third reading, Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, proposed 
an amendment to the Bill, but, before taking any action 
thereon,

The House
Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Carver, of Raynharn, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House, yesterday, accepted the Report of 
the Committee on Education on the Order relative to Reports 
ot School Committees, and the motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and re
sumed the consideration of the Unfinished Business, the same 
being the Bill concerning Citizenship and Personal Freedom, 
the question being on the amendment proposed thereto, but 
before taking the question thereon, the whole subject was 
recommitted to the Committee on Federal Relations.

The Bill in addition to an Act establishing a Hospital for 
the Insane in Western Massachusetts, was read a second time 
and laid on the table.

The Bills,
“ l'1 relation to Fugitives from Justice,”
“ In addition to an Act concerning the Election of Civil 

Officers,”
“ Concerning the Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company,”
“ addition to the Act to incorporate the West Roxbury 

Railroad Company,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

1 he Bill, “ To prevent obstructions in the Ferry-way between 
New Bedford and Fairhaven,” was read a second time, and 
pending the question on ordering the same to a third reading, 
the same was recommitted to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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The Bill, “ Concerning the locating of Horse Railroads,” 
was read a second time, amended, and as amended, ordered to 
a third reading.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Thompson, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House, yesterday, accepted the Report of the 
Committee on Probate and Chancery, on the Order of March 
twenty-seventh, relative to Estates in Common, and the motion 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Remonstrance of Caleb Stetson and others, against the 
increase of the present Bank Capital, was taken from the table 
and referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking, and 
sent up for concurrence.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.




