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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

On motion of Mr. Cox, of Malden,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the 
thirty-first section of the two hundred and eighty-fourth chap
ter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, as requires 
an insolvent debtor to satisfy the Court that he had reasonable 
cause to believe himself solvent within six months next pre
ceding the filing the Petition by or against him.

Mr. Ilale, of Boston presented the Remonstrance of Francis 
Peabody, Jr., and others, against the Petition of M. Field 
Fowler and others.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough—The Petition of Leonard 
Richmond and others, of Lakeville, to be set off to Middle- 
borough.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield—The Petition of the Springfield 
Institution for Savings, for a renewal of Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Cummings, of Reading—The Petition of Addison Flint 
and others, of North Reading.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers—The Petition of James D. Black 
and others, of Danvers, severally for aid for the Free State 
Settlers in Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Bradbury, of Boston—The Petition of David Sears and 
others, in relation to the preservation of the Ancient Records 
of Towns and Parishes in this Commonwealth.
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Mr. Hyde, of Newton—The Petition of G. W. Bacon and 
others, of Newton, in aid of the Petition of J. £). Towle and 
others.

Several^ referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Bent, of Wayland—The Petition of Benjamin Smith, 
a soldier of the Revolution, for relief.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee on Print
ing, to whom was referred the several Orders of January twenty- 
second, relative to making certain newspapers the Official 
Journals of the Commonwealth, reported

A Resolve in favor of constituting the Boston Daily Atlas, 
and the Boston Daily Bee, the Official Journals of the Com
monwealth.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of January nine
teenth, relative to the powers of Judges of Insolvency, reported

A Bill in addition to the several Acts for the relief of In
solvent Debtors, and the more equal distribution of their effects. 
And said Resolve and Bill were read and ordered to a second 
reading.

A Communication was received from the Governor, through 
the Secretary, transmitting the Report of the Commissioners 
for the erection of a Third Hospital for the Insane, and the 
same was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

A Communication was received from the Reverend F. D. 
Huntington, signifying his acceptance of the appointment of 
Preacher of the next Annual Election Sermon.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals be 

instructed to consider whether any legislation is necessary to 
protect the public from the encroachments of Horse Railroads.
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Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Insti
tutions consider and report whether any legislation is necessary 
to secure the more economical support of the Dudley Indians.

The Petition of Stephen P. Fuller and others, for change of 
Boundary Lines between Boston and Roxbury, came down 
referred to the Joint Special Committee on Lands in the Back 
Bay.

The House non-concurred, and on motion of Mr. King, of 
Roxbury, the same was referred to the Committee on Towns, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on the Militia, relative to the 
State Arsenal at Cambridge, and the condition of the arms 
and munitions of war therein, was read and accepted.

Severally in concurrence.

A Bill concerning the State Prison at Charlestown, was 
read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Bill to incorporate the Merchants’ Mutual Marine Insurance 
Company was read a second time, and ordered to a third read
ing to-morrow.

The Report, leave to withdraw, on the Petitions of Eleazer 
Warner, Erastus Pomeroy and others, and Horace N. Cooper 
and others, was accepted.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Upton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of changing the laws concerning the election of 
Overseers of the Poor, so that they may be chosen for the 
term of three years.

On motion of Mr. C. A. Nowell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the necessity of making a law for the better protection of per
sons buying goods of Commission Merchants.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston,
Ordered, That a Special Committee of Five be appointed 

to consider and report whether any, and what changes are ex
pedient in the laws of this Commonwealth, relating to interest 
of money.

Mr. Macomber, of Marshfield, presented the Petition of 
George Leonard and others, of Marshfield.

Mr. Tyler, of North Brookfield—The Petition of T. W. 
Bayts and others, severally for aid for the Free State Settlers 
in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Dillingham, of Falmouth—The Petition of Silas Hatch 
and others, for leave to construct a cartway.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester—The Petition of James G. 
Tarr and others, for leave to extend their wharf in Gloucester 
Harbor.
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Mr. Farmer, of Roxbury—The Petition of Francis Curtis 
and others, heirs of the late John Curtis, for leave to extend a 
wharf.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Fay, of Chelsea—The Petition of J. L. Jones and others, 
in aid of that of William R. Pearmain and others.

Mr. Atkins, of Boston—The Petition of Edwin Wright and 
others, in aid of that of George H. Plummer and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill—A second Petition of the Di
rectors of the Union Bank, in Haverhill.

Mr. Kimball, of Salem—The Petition of the President and 
Directors of the Asiatic Bank, in Salem.

Severally for an increase of Capital.

Mr. Cummings, of Reading—The Petition of John Hill and 
others, for a Bank to be located in the town of Stoneham.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable—The Petition of David Snow 
and others, for a Bank in Boston, to be called the “ Fisher
man’s Bank.”

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Bankina

Mr. Ring, of Huntington—The Petition of the Overseers of 
the Poor of the town of Huntington, for allowance of a pauper 
account.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River—The Petition of the Troy In
dians, for an appropriation from the Treasury, to enable their
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Guardian to purchase pews in the Meeting-House of the First 
Christian Society, in Westport.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, on leave, introduced a Resolve in 
favor of W. E. P. Haskell, which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty, 
relative to exempting personal property from taxation ; and

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, on the 
Order of January fifteen, relative to the election of United 
States Senator; severally reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Yose, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
t̂ ie Petition of James H. Morton, reported

A Bill for the better establishment of the Police Court of 
the city of Springfield ; also,

On the Order of January twenty-two, relative to the Equal
ization of Taxes.

A Bill in addition to an Act for the Equalization of Taxes.
And said Bills were severally read, and ordered to a second 

reading.

An Engrossed Bill, concerning Clerks of County Commis
sioners, and Engrossed Resolves, concerning the proposed Re
peal of the Cod Fishing Bounty, (which severally originated 
in the Senate,) were severally passed, (the former to be enacted,) 
and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
A Message from the Governor, announcing the resignation 

of the Major-General of the First Division of the Massachu
setts Volunteer Militia, was read; and thereupon,
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On motion of Mr. Grammer, of Woburn, Thursday next, at 
twelve o’clock, M., was assigned as the time for filling the 
vacancy.

The several Petitions of
Otis Holmes and others,
The Hancock Free Bridge Corporation, and 
The Lawrence Bridge Corporation, 

were severally recommitted to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

The Petitions of
William S. Babbitt and others, of Savoy,
A. P. Ticknor and others, of Monterey,
E. H. Lyman and others, of Westhampton,
John Fletcher and others, of Boxborough,
A. B. Fairfield and others, of Florida,
William M. Thayer and others, of Ashland,
Mason Barney and others, of Swanzey,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas, were 
severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

The Petition of the Fort Hill Corporation, for further time 
to complete the objects of their Association ; and

The Petition of William Wright, for leave to extend his 
wharf, were severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.

A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Nashawannuck 
Manufacturing Company, was read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Resolves relating to the Indexes and Papers of the House of 
Representatives, was taken up.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, offered an amendment to the 
same, pending the question on which,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether the Salary of the District-Attorney for the 
Southern District is an,adequate compensation for his services, 
and whether the same ought not to be increased.

On motion of Mr. Bennett, of Leominster,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of a law to enable married men to convey. Real 
Estate that is now subject to the Homestead Exemption 
provided for in the Statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
chapter two hundred and thirty-eight, in cases where the wife 
is insane or otherwise incompetent to join in the conveyance.

4

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing by law, that no Senator or Repre
sentative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil office under the authority of this Com
monwealth, which shall have been created, or the salaries of 
which shall have been increased during such time.

On motion of Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of authorizing the Clerk of the Police Court of 
Lawrence to issue search-warrants in the night time.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of granting divorce from the bonds of 
matrimony in cases where there has been a decree of divorce 
from bed and board, and where the parties have lived, or shall,
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thereafter live entirely separate, furnishing no pecuniary aid, 
the one to the other, for the term of ten consecutive years sub
sequent to the decree of separation.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 

instructed to inquire whether legislation is necessary in regard 
to allowing appeals in cases before Courts of Insolvency.

On motion of Mr. Foster, of Andover,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of revising the 
salaries of the Judges of Probate in this Commonwealth.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, presented the Petition of Sarah 
E. Wall, for extension to women of the right of suffrage.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston—The Petition of Joseph Willard, in 
relation to his Salary as Clerk of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Smith, of Danvers—The Memorial of Zaccheus Gould 
and others, relative to certain alleged misdemeanors of Samuel 
A. Lord, Esq., a magistrate in the County of Essex.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Calley, of Saugus—The Petition of James Newhalland 
others, of Saugus, for repeal of the“ Act concerning the Beach
es in North Chelsea.”

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough—The Petition of the Middle- 
borough and Taunton Railroad Company, for leave to extend 
their road to some convenient point in Middleborough.

Mr. Porter, of Boston—The Petition of Edward H. Barker 
and others, in aid of that of George II. Plummer and others.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury—The Petition of Linus B. Comins 
and others, in aid of that of the West Roxbury Railroad Com
pany.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Atkins, of Boston—The Petition of Morrill Cole and 
others, of East Boston, for remuneration to William Tewks
bury, for loss sustained by him from the passage of the law 
relative to Beaches in North Chelsea.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Edwards, of West Newbury—The Petition of Moses 
Newell and others, for the establishment of a Bank in that 
town.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Smith, of Chicopee—The Petition of D. M. Butterfield 
and others, of Holyoke,

Mr. Thayer, of Boston—The Petition of Caleb C. Dresser 
and others, of Goshen,

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers—The Petition of Alpheus Brown 
and others, of Dalton,

Mr. Joy, of Boston—The Petition of Henry Pierce and oth
ers, of Shutesbury,

Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable—The Petition of John Sanderson 
and others, of Bernardston,

Severally in aid of the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.
On motion of Mr. Webster, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Prisons be instructed 

to inquire and report what change, if any, is necessary in the 
discipline of the State Prison, with power to send for persons 
and papers.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
the Lynn Flour and Grain League,
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Reported, asking to be discharged from the further consid
eration thereof, and that the same be referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures.

Accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Littlefield, from the Committee on Education, to whom 
was referred the Order of January twenty-eight, relative to 
repealing chapter fifteen of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, relative to numbering children between the ages of 
five and fifteen years, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, and said Report 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of William 
S. Andrews, reported

A Bill, “ To prevent the Larceny, or Fraudulent Destruction 
or Concealment of Wills.”

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, from the Joint Special Com
mittee to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to Districting the State for the choice of 
Senators and Representatives to the General Court, reported,

On the Order of January twenty-third, relative to Justices 
of the Peace, Resolves “ For the Amendment of the Constitu
tion in relation to Justices of the Peace.”

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ To repeal an Act relative to Suits against Execu

tors and Administrators,” was referred to the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery.

Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee on Retrench
ment and Reform be instructed to consider and report, by 
what means, if any, the length of our Legislative Sessions 
may be shortened.

The Petitions of
Joseph G. Luther and others,
George II. Plummer and others,
William R. Pearmain and others,
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The Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company,
The West Roxbury Railroad Corporation,
The New York, Newfoundland and London Tele

graph Company,
William Aspinwall and othdrs,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petitions of
John Darling and others,
Jacob Hittinger and others,
James Wellington and others,
Adin Whitaker and others,
Elisha A. Fuller and others,
Alexander Holmes and others, and 
J. W. Spaulding and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Towns.

The Petitions of
W7illiam G. Johnson and others, and 
Nathaniel Whiting and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of Silas Deane and others, of Stoneham, for 
aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas, was referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations.

The Petition of John Belcher and others, in aid of that of 
William Tewksbury and others, was referred to the Committee 
on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.

A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 
election, on the part of that branch, of Brigadier-General 
Samuel Andrews, of Roxbury, as Major-General of the First 
Division of the Volunteer Militia.
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Mr. Billings, of Mansfield, was excused from serving on the 
Joint Special Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in 
State Expenditures, and Mr. Smith, of Chicopee, was appoint
ed in his place.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Orders of 
the Day, and the Resolves, “ Relating to the Indexes and 
Papers of the House of Representatives,” were taken up, the 
question being on the amendment offered yesterday by Mr. 
Browne, of Dorchester; but, without taking any action thereon,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Harris, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of so amending the Statutes 
regulating Jury Trials, as to allow both parties in civil cases, 
and in all cases other than trials for capital offences, the right 
of challenge to the extent of three jurors.

On motion of Mr. Goddard, of Brookline,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of reporting a Bill, “ Defining the Power of County 
Commissioners in laying out Roads at grade crossing over 
existing Railroads, and the liabilities of Towns in being 
chargeable with the expenses of bridging such crossings.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, presented the Remonstrance of 
William Jenkins and others, citizens of Andover* against 
granting the County Commissioners of the County of Essex 
authority to borrow money.

Mr. Burlingame, of Adams—The Petition of G. W. Bly 
and others ; also, the Petition of Abel Wetherby and others, 
severally for the removal of the Registry of Deeds from Lanes- 
borough to the town of Adams.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

On motion of Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth,
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking con

sider the expediency of allowing Savings Banks to loan money 
on Railroad Stocks as collateral security, provided they pay 
semi-annual dividends and are not taken for over eighty per 
cent, of their market value.

8
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On notion of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable,
Ordered, That the Committee who have under considera

tion so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the Right 
of Suffrage and the Qualification of Voters, consider the 
expediency of so amending the Constitution as to provide for 
the Election of Judges of Probate by the people.

Mr. Tyler, of North Brookfield, presented the Petition of 
the officers and stockholders of the Barre and North Brook
field Railroad Company for an amendment of their Charter, 
also, that the Town of North Brookfield may be authorized, 
in its corporate capacity, to subscribe to the stock of said road.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich—The Petition of the President, 
Directors and Company of the Bank of Cape Cod,

Mr. Gill, of Quincy—The Petition of the Quincy Stone 
Bank,

Severally for increase of Capital Stock.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Joy, of Boston—The Petition of S. H. Gardiner and 
others, for an Act of Incorporation as an Insurance Company 
under the title of the Bay State Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson—The Petition of George F. 
Stetson, Jr., and others, of Hanson,

Mr. Thayer, of Boston—The Petition of John A. Fitch and 
others, of Hopkinton,

Mr. Perry, of New Salem—The Petitions of
N. W. Williams and others, of Shrewsbury,
D. A. Dow and others, of Westford,
J. D. Billings and others, of Hatfield,



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1857. 115

Abner Harlow and others, of Rochester,
George P. Bradley and others, of Stockbridge,

Mr. Hunt, of Kingston—The Petition of J. W. Drew and 
others, of Kingston,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the Com
mittee under the Order offered by Mr. Russell, of Boston, on 
the third instant, viz.:—

Messrs. Russell, of Boston,
Farmer, of Roxbury,
Daniels, of New Braintree,
Kimball, of Newburyport, and 
Clapp, of Southampton.

Mr. Day, of Boston, presented the Petition of C. S. B. Spear 
and others, for the establishment of an Asylum for Inebriates, 
and the same was referred to a Joint Special Committee, to 
be appointed.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of the Coun
ty Commissioners of the County of Essex, for leave to borrow 
money,

Reported an Order of Notice on the same, which was read 
and adopted.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order of January twenty-third, rela
tive to the competency of witnesses,

Reported, That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of January
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seventeen, relative to extension of time for proof of claims 
against estates of deceased insolvents,

Reported, a Bill relative to insolvent estates of persons de
ceased.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the same committee, to 
whom w a s  referred the Petition of th e  County C o m m issio n ers  
of the County of Essex, concerning Bonds of Registers of 
Probate.

Reported, a Bill relating to Bonds to be given by Registers 
of Probate,

And said Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

A Communication was received from the Secretary, trans
mitting the Annual Returns of the Sheriffs of the several 
Counties, with the exception of Nantucket and Franklin, and 
the same were laid on the table.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill to incorporate the Mission Park Association, was read 

and ordered to a second reading.

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Address as relates 
to the alteration of the boundary lines between the cities of 
Boston and Roxbury, be referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the House Order of January twenty-two, re
lative to the measurement of wood, was read, and placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
William Tewksbury,
George PJ. Williams and others,
Solomon Burdett and others, and 
Josiah Gray and others.

Severally in concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, the Petition of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company was taken from the 
table, and referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Sent up for concurrence.

The hour specially assigned for the choice of Major-General 
of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, 
having arrived, on motion of Mr. Perry, of New Salem, the 
consideration of the subject was postponed to Thursday, Feb
ruary twelve, at twelve o’clock, M.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.
The Resolves relating to the. Indexes and Papers of the House 

of Representatives, was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, but without 
taking any action thereon, the' Orders of the Day were laid on 
the table.

The hour specially assigned for a Convention of both 
branches, for the purpose of filling vacancies in the Board of 
Overseers of Harvard College, having arrived, the Senate came 
in, and the Convention proceeded to ballot, and the vote hav
ing been taken, it appeared that E. Rockwood Hoar, of Con
cord, was chosen to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of Samuel Hoar, of Concord, and that 

Francis Bassett, of Boston,
Daniel N. Dewey, of Williamstown,
William Mitchell, of Nantucket,
Lorenzo R. Thayer, of Malden, and 
John Wayland, of Roxbury,

Were chosen Overseers of Harvard College for the full term.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Clerk of the Senate give 
notice to E. Rockwood Hoar, of Concord, that he has been 
elected Overseer of Harvard College, in place of the Honorable 
Samuel Hoar, deceased ; also, to

Francis Bassett, of Boston,
Daniel N. Dewey, of Williamstown,
William Mitchell, of Nantucket,
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Lorenzo R. Thayer, of Malden, and 
John Wayland, of Roxbury,

that they have been elected Overseers of Harvard College; 
also, that he give notice to the Secretary of said Board cf the 
election made this day.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,

The House
Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Twiss, of Worcester,
Ordered,' That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any, and if any, what legislation is necessary in rela
tion to persons arrested for crime, and discharged by reason of 
insanity.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of so altering the last clause of 
the fifteenth section of the Liquor Law of eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, as to require the County Treasurer to pay over 
the fee therein allowed to the counsel who has actually ap
peared for the government in cases where conviction has been 
or shall be had before a Justice of the Peace, and to prevent 
District-Attorneys from appropriating fees to their own uses.

On motion of Mr. Loring, of Marlborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire what 

further legislation is necessary, if any, in relation to the collec
tion of taxes in the several cities and towns of the Common
wealth.

On motion of Mr. Murray, of Weymouth,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of making Slander indictable 
and punishable in the same manner as libels now are by law.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, presented the Petition of 
Thomas J. Fletcher and others, of the Herring Pond Indians, 
for an investigation of their rights in certain property now in 
the possession of others.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Boylston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to inquire whether any further legislation is essential for secur
ing a more general attendance of the children of this Common
wealth upon our public schools.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Roads and 

Bridges consider and report, whether any and what further 
legislation is necessary to protect the rights of persons owning 
land over which any highway may be located without notice 
in fact to such owner.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Library consider 

whether any further legislation is necessary to secure the earlier 
transmission of the public Reports, their preservation and dis
tribution.

Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of B. 
H. Brown and others, for an Act of Incorporation for railroad 
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Scot’s 
Charitable Society, asking for an alteration of their Charter.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Mr. Clapp, of Southampton, presented the Petition of Sam- 
uel Lyman and others, of Southampton, for aid for the. Free 
State Settlers in Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, presented the Petition of Sol
omon F. Wraquish and others, Indians, proprietors of Herring 
Pond Plantation, for aid in building a house of worship.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious Socie
ties.

Mr. Atkins, of Boston—The Petition of Edwin Rice, for 
leave to extend his wharf in Boston Harbor.
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Mr. Hale, of Boston—The Remonstrance of Francis Cabot 
and Company and others, against the Petition of M. Field 
Fowler and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Smith, of Danvers, presented the Petition of the Direc
tors of the Warren Bank, of South Danvers, for an increase 
of Capital Stock.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, presented the Petition of James 
M. Thompson, President of the John Hancock Bank, in 
Springfield, for a modification of the Charter of said Bank.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Johnson, of Upton, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing consider the 

expediency of furnishing to the members and officers of the 
House of Representatives, one copy each, of the following 
works, provided they can be purchased at the largest discount 
made to the trade, viz. : the Massachusetts Register, Hale’s 
Debates and Proceedings of the Legislature of eighteen hun
dred and fifty-six.

On motion of Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, the Yeas and Nays 
were ordered on the adoption of the same, and the Roll having 
been called, it appeared that there were one hundred and thirty 
Yeas and one hundred and fifty-five Nays. (See Appendix, 
No. 2.)

So the Order was rejected.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the Com
mittee on the Petition for the establishment of an Asylum for 
Inebriates, viz.:—

Messrs. Day, of Boston,
Pollard, of Lowell,
Reed, of Leicester,
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Murray, of Weymouth, and 
Gardner, of South Scituate.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Zaccheus Gould and 
others, reported

An Order of Notice thereon, which was read and adopted.

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of Silas Hatch and others, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges. And the same was accepted and sent up 
for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill in addition to an Act to establish the city of New 

Bedford, was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Edu
cation, on the Petition of C. Benjamin Richardson and others, 
was read and placed in the Orders of the Bay.

The Petition of the President and Directors of the Union 
Store Association, of South Danvers, praying for an Act of 
Incorporation, was referred to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of Charles A. Stevens and others, of Ware, for 
aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas, was referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations.

Severally in concurrence.

An Order instructing the Committee on the Fisheries to 
report the facts, as well as conclusions, to which they shall 
arrive in their investigations in the matter of the Petition of 
the Essex Company, was non-concurred in.
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The House proceeded to the consideration of the Orders of 
the Day, the first matter being the Resolves relating to the 
Indexes and Papers of the House of Representatives, the 
question being on the amendment proposed to the same by 
Mr. Browne, of Dorchester.

After debate, the question was taken and decided in the 
negative. So the amendment was rejected.

The question then recurring on ordering the Resolves to a 
third reading, on motion of Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, the 
same were indefinitely postponed, and

On motion of Mr. Joy, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 

instructed to inquire whether any, and what legislation is neces
sary in relation to the duties of Trustees under Railroad Mort
gages.

Mr. Kimball, of Salem, presented the Petition of the Regis
ter of Probate for the County of Essex, for an increase of 
Salary.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
•

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Westford,
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 

Insurance consider the expediency of prohibiting Fire Insur
ance Companies from employing travelling Agents.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Boston 
Inland Mutual Insurance Company, for amendment of Charter.

Mr. Austin, of Salem, presented the Petition of the Essex 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for renewal of Charter.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Baker, of Medford,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 

in State Expenditures be instructed to inquire into the expenses 
of the Executive Department of the Government.
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Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee oil the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order of January twenty-eight, 
relative to amending the laws of Divorce, and

Mr. Russell, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Order of January twenty-two, relative to Liens on Ships 
and Vessels, severally reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Johnson, of Abington, from the Committee on Elections, 
to whom was committed the Credentials of members of the 
House, made a report in part, thereon, by which it appeared 
that there are two hundred and thirty-nine cities and towns 
represented, and eighty-nine unrepresented.

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the Order of January fifteen, relative to amending 
the Constitution in relation to a limitation of the length of the 
Session of the Legislature, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration there
of, and that it be referred to the Joint Special Committee on 
so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to districting 
the State for Senators and Representatives to the General 
Court; and the above Reports were severally placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

Mr. A. J. "Wright, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House yesterday indefinitely postponed the 
Resolves relating to the Indexes and Papers of the House of 
Representatives, and the motion was placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Mr. Armington, of Boston, on leave, introduced Resolves 
relating to the Indexes and Papers of the House of Represen
tatives, and the same were read, and on motion of Mr. Russell, 
of Boston, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield, the Bill for the bet
ter establishment of the Police Court of the city of Springfield 
was discharged from the Orders of the Day, and recommitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Senate Bill in addition 
to an Act to establish the city of New Bedford, reported,

That the same ought to pass, and under a suspension of 
the Rule, the Bill was read three times, and passed to be en
grossed, in concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
A Communication from the President of Amherst College 

was read, announcing a vacancy in the Board of Trustees of 
that Institution, created by the resignation of the Honorable 
Linus Childs, of Lowell.

The Petition of the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corpo
ration, for leave to relocate a portion of their road, was referred 
to the Committee on Railways and Canals, in concurrence.

The Petition of Morrell Cole and others, in aid of that of 
William Tewksbury, came down non-concurred in the House 
reference to the Committee on Claims, and committed to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

On motion, the House receded and concurred with the 
Senate.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
Erastus Ware,
Francis Curtis,
William Wright,
John Perkins and others,
James G. Tarr and others,
The Fort Hill Corporation,
The Broadway Railroad Company, and 
Leonard Richmond and others,

Severally in concurrence.

An Engrossed Bill to continue in force an Act to incorporate 
the Newburyport Mutual Fire Insurance Company, (which 
originated in the House of Representatives,) was passed to be 
enacted and sent to the Senate.
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The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the
Bill in addition to the several Acts for the relief of Insolvent 

Debtors, and the more equal distribution of their effects; and
The Resolve in favor of constituting the Boston Daily Atlas 

and Boston Daily Bee the Official Journals of the Common
wealth, were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading.

The Bill concerning the State Prison at Charlestown, was 
read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Webster, of Boston, 
referred to the Committee on Prisons.

The House Bill, to incorporate the Merchants’ Mutual Ma
rine Insurance Company, was read a third time, and passed to 
be engrossed, and was sent up for concurrence.

The. Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 
Order of January fifteen, relative to the election of United 
States Senators, was accepted ; and

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

On motion of Mr. Bennett, of Leominster,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of a law to prevent the crime of “ Garotte.”

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Boylston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to consider the expediency of providing by law for the benefit of 
the smaller towns of the State which are not favored with 
High Schools, that the scholars of said towns who are suffi
ciently advanced in their education, may be allowed, at the 
discretion of the School Committee, to pursue, in their respec
tive public schools, any of the studies which are admitted into 
the High Schools of the cities and larger towns of the Com
monwealth.

On motion of Mr. Lee, of Charlestown,
Ordered, That

Messrs. Lee, of Charlestown,
Spaulding, of Methuen,
Harris, of Winchendon,
Fuller, of Springfield, and 
Richardson, of Cambridge,

with such as the Senate may join, be a Committee to consider 
and report what measures should be adopted for the observ
ance by the Legislature of the one hundred and twenty-fifth 
Anniversary of the Birth of Washington.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, presented the Petition of Abner 
B. Tucker and others, of Dartmouth, for protection in planting 
Oysters. * &

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.
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Mr. Joy, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Mayor of 
Boston, for the repeal of so much of the Act of the twelfth of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, as limits to ten thou
sand dollars, the annual appropriation by the City of Boston 
to maintain a Public Library.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Mr. Swift, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Mayor of 
the City of Boston, relative to the alteration of the names of 
certain Bridges.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Lawrence, against the 
Petition of the Proprietors of Lawrence Bridge.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Fav, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of the Crystal 
Lake Water Works, for change of corporate name, and other 
purposes.

Mr. Wilder, of Chelsea—The Petitions of 
Caleb Pratt and others, and 
J. P. Langworthy and others,

Severally in aid of that of William Pearmain and others.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Petition of 
George Vaughn and others, in aid of that of the Middleborough 
and Taunton Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Taylor, of Winchester, presented the Petition of B. F. 
Thompson and others, to be incorporated as a Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, in Winchester.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

9
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Mr. Kinney, o f  W a r e h a m ,  presen ted  the  P e t i t io n  of the 
Warehain School C o m m it te e ,  for p a y m e n t  of S c h o o l  .Money.

Referred to  th e  C o m m it t e e  on  E d u c a t io n .

Mr. Pooler, of Lowell, p resen ted  the P e t i t io n  of John P. 
Cleveland an d others, for a Savings Bank in the City of 
Lowell.

Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, presented the Petition of 
Charles H. Carroll and others, for the suppression of small 
Bank Notes.

Mr. Pond, of Wrentham, presented the Petition of the Di
rectors of the Wrentham Bank for increase of Capital Stock.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Petition of William Lin
coln and others, of Warren and Ware, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of January thirty-one, relative to change 
ot place of holding the September meeting of the County 
Commissioners of Middlesex, reported

A Bill, “ 'J o change the place of holding the September 
meeting of the County Commissioners of Middlesex County.”

Mr. Baker, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Petition of William N. Green, Justice of the Police Court 
of Worcester, reported

A Bill, “ Concerning the Police Court of the City of Wor
cester.”

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the same committee, on the 
Order of January twenty-eighth, relative to Billiard Rooms 
and Bowling Alleys, reported

A Bill, “ Jo regulate Billiard Rooms and Bowling Alleys.”
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And said Bills were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ To increase the Capital Stock of the New Bedford 

Gas Light Company,” was read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

A Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the House Order of January twenty-one, rela
tive to the cultivation of the Chinese Sugar Cane, was read, 
and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Petitions of
Joshua Nickerson and others, of Chatham, and 
Zenas D. Bassett and others, of Barnstable, 

that certain classes of vessels be exempt from compulsory 
pilotage, were referred to a Joint Special Committee consisting 
of Messrs. Swift and Harris, of the Senate, and 

Messrs. Dunbar, of New Bedford,
Nickerson, of Boston,
Austin, of Salem,
Dodge, of Chatham, and 
Macomber, of Marshfield, 

on the part of the House.

The Petition of Charles F. Barnard and others, in aid of 
that of C. S. B. Spear and others, for an Asylum for Inebri
ates, was referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Ordered, That the Committee on Federal Relations be 
instructed to report a series of Resolves expressive of the earn
est wishes of the citizens of this State for the recognition of 
the Independence of Hayti and Liberia, by the Federal Gov
ernment, said Resolutions to embody the reasons for action in 
this matter on the part of the Legislature of Massachusetts.

An Order of Notice -was passed on the Petition of Stephen 
P. Fuller and others.

Severally in concurrence.
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Mr. Talbot, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the House accepted the Report of the Committee 
(inexpedient, &c.) on the Order of January fifteenth, relative 
to the election of United States Senators, and the motion 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and Mr. A. 
J. Wright, of Boston, by leave of the House, withdrew the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Resolves relating to 
the Indexes and Papers of the House of Representatives, were 
indefinitely postponed.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of January twenty, relative to 
exempting Personal Property from taxation ; and

A similar Report of the Committee on Education, on the 
Order relative to the numbering of the children between the 
ages of five and fifteen years, were severally accepted, and the 
latter sent up for concurrence.

The Bill in addition to an Act for the Equalization of Taxes, 
was read a second time, amended, and as amended ordered to 
a third reading.

Bills,
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Nashawannuck 

Manufacturing Company
“ To prevent the larceny, or fraudulent destruction, or con

cealment of Wills;”
“ In relation to Insolvent Estates of persons deceased 
“ Relating to bonds to be given by Registers of Probate,”

Were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, on the Order of January twenty-three, rela
tive to the competency of witnesses was taken up.
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Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable moved to recommit the same 
with instructions to Report a Bill as follows, to wit:—

“ No person appearing as a witness before any Magistrate 
or Court of Justice in this Commonwealth, shall be questioned 
as to his religious belief, nor shall any evidence touching the 
same, be received by such Court or Magistrate.”

Pending the debate upon the motion, the whole subject 
was laid on the table. And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of enacting a General Lien Law, which shall give 
to all classes of Artisans, Mechanics and Laborers, a Lien for 
the payment of their wages, upon all articles manufactured or 
produced by them.

On motion of Mr. Griggs, of Westborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of so amending sections seven, 
eight and nine, of chapter two of the Revised Statutes, as to 
make it obligatory upon all parties having matters requiring 
Orders of Notice, to give such Orders of Notice as are now 
permitted in the sections aforesaid, at least thirty days before 
the session of the next General Court.

On motion of Mr. Moore, of Waltham,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 

directed to inquire if any further legislation is necessary in re
gard to the sale of poisonous drugs by Apothecaries and others.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish the room of 

the Judiciary Committee with a complete set of the Law Re
ports of the State of Massachusetts, and also with a complete 
set of the Special Acts and Resolves.

On motion of Mr. Bennett, of Leominster,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to consider the expediency of a special law to protect School- 
houses, wells, out-buildings, fixtures and furniture on the pre-



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1857. 135

mises, from wilful destruction or malicious injury, by any per
sons, whether minors or adults, whether attending such schools 
or not.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,
Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures considerthe 

expediency of so amending the four hundred and seventy-eighth 
chapter of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
as that the provisions of that Act may apply to all manufac
turing companies established under the provisions of that Act, 
and the Acts to which that is in addition.

Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Town of Watertown, against the Petition of Jacob Hittin- 
ger and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Sweetser, of South Reading, presented the Petition of 
John Waitt and others, of South Reading, in relation to 
Beaches in North Chelsea.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, presented the Petition of a Com
mittee of the Board of Agriculture, for the annual appropria
tion for the State Farm at Westborough.

Severally referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of the 
City of New Bedford, and the Towns of Fairhaven, Freetown, 
Rochester and Lakeville, for an extension of an Alewive Fishery 
in Acushnet River.

Mr. Edwards, of West Newbury, presented the Remon
strance of Rufus K. Knowles and others, of Haverhill, against 
the Petition of the Essex Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the fisheries.

Mr. Gilbert, of Ware, presented the Petition of the Ware 
River Railroad Company, for an extension of time wherein to 
construct their road.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable, presented the Petitions of 
George Lovell and others, and 
Alexander Bacon and others, 

severally of Barnstable, and
Mr. Dodge, of Chatham—The Petitions of 

Isaiah Harding and others, and 
Abel Reynolds and others,

severally of Chatham; severally in aid of that of Zenas D. 
Bassett and others.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on that 
subject.

Severally sent up concurrence.
Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, to whom was referred the Order,of February nine, relative 
to the crime of “ Garotte,” reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon; and the Report 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth be re

quested to lay before the legislature an abstract of the returns 
made to his office under the provisions of the two hundred and 
sixteenth chapter of the Statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one, which returns were made on or before the fifteenth of Jan
uary last, for the preceding year.

The Report of the Joint Special Committee on so much of 
the Governor’s Address as relates to the Right of Suffrage and 
the Qualification of Voters, to whom was referred the Order of 
January twenty-three, relative to the expediency of amending 
the Constitution relative to the Rights of Suffrage as affected 
by a change of residence, was read, and placed in the Orders 
of the Day.

•

The Petitions of
O. R. Earle and others, and 
Daniel Smith and others,

severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas, were 
severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.
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The Petition of the City of Boston for authority to raise 
the dam at the outlet of Lake Cochituate, was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Bridges.

The Petition of Franklin Wilder, for compensation for 
wrongful imprisonment, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims.

Severally in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, “ In addition to an Act to establish the 
City of New Bedford,” (which originated in the Senate,) was 
passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

A Message was received from the Governor, through the 
Secretary, transmitting the Annual Report of the Commis
sioners on Alien Passengers.

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, (asking to 
be discharged, &c.,) on the Order of January fifteen, relative 
to amending the Constitution in regard to the length of the 
Sessions of the Legislature, was discharged from the Orders 
of the Day, and accepted. And accordingly, the Order of 
reference was sent up for concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Report of 
the Committee on the Order relative to the Elections of United 
States Senators, was lost.

The Resolves, “ For the Amendment of the Constitution 
relative to Justices of the Peace,” was taken up, and, pending 
the discussion of an Amendment proposed to the same, by 
Mr. Monk, of Stoughton, the whole subject was committed to 
the Committee who reported the same.

The Report of the Committee on Elections, on the Creden
tials of Members of the House, was recommitted to the Com
mittee on Elections.
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The Senate Eeport (leave to withdraw) of the Committee 
on Education, on the Petition of C. Benjamin Richardson and 
others, was accepted, in concurrence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the House Order relative to the Measurement 
of Wood, was laid on the table.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of January twenty-eight, relative 
to the law of Divorce, and

On the Order of January twenty-two, relative to Liens on 
Ships and Vessels, also,

On the Petition of William Lincoln and others,

Were severally accepted.

The Bills,
“ To incorporate the Mission Park Association,”
“ In addition to an Act to regulate Billiard Rooms and 

Bowling Alleys,”
“ Concerning the Police Court in the city of Worcester,”
“ To change the place of holding the September meeting of 

the County Commissioners of Middlesex,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the New Bedford Gas 

Light Company,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Senate Bill, “ To increase the Capital Stock of the 
Nashawannuck Manufacturing Company,” was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The House Bill, “ Relating to Bonds to be given by Regis
ters of 1 lobate, was read a third time, and passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve, “ In favor of constituting the Boston Daily 
Atlas and the Boston Daily Bee, the Official Journals of the
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Commonwealth, was amended, on motion of Mr. Johnson, of 
Dana, by substituting a new Resolve therefor, which was read 
and passed to be engrossed. The question then recurring on 
the adoption of the tide, the same was, on motion, indefinitely 
postponed.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the Order relative to the Chinese Sugar Cane, 
was accepted, in concurrence.

The Bills, “ In addition to an Act for the equalization of 
Taxes,”

“ To prevent the larceny or fraudulent destruction or con
cealment of Wills,”

“ In relation to Insolvent Estates of persons deceased,”

Were severally passed over.

Mr. Nelson, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Title of the Resolve relative to the Official Jour
nal was indefinitely postponed, and the motion was placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, of Belchertown,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms cause the printed Jour

nal of the House to be filed daily for the use of the members.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary in regard 
to the extradition of persons claimed to be fugitives from jus
tice of other States of the Union.

On motion of Mr. Kimball, of Newburyporf,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider the expediency of requiring County Treasurers to 
make annual returns to the Assessors of towns and cities in 
this Commonwealth, of the debts due from said Counties to 
inhabitants of said towns and cities respectively, in the same 
manner as clerks or treasurers of corporations are required to 
make returns of their stockholders.

On motion of Mr. E. Wright, of Boston,
Ordered, that the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of increasing the Salary of the Assistant-Clerk 
of the Superior Court of the County of Suffolk.

On motion of Mr. Hyde, of Newton,
Oideied, tha t the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of so amending the fifteenth section of chap
ter forty-six of the Revised Statutes, so that Cities and Towns 
rendering tempoiaiy aid to Paupers belonging to other Cities 
and Towns, may receive proper compensation.

On motion of Mr. Putnam, of Danvers,
Ordered, lhat the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed
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to inquire into the expediency of some legislation for the sup
pression of that class of medicines generally known as, and 
usually denominated, quack medicines.

On motion of Mr. Twiss, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of continuing the publication of the Special Laws 
of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 

inquire into the expediency of amending chapter one hundred 
and thirty-one of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-four.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston,
Ordered, That, in addition to the distribution heretofore 

ordered, the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives be each supplied with twelve copies 
of the Debates in the Convention of seventeen hundred and 
eighty-eight.

Mr. Alden, of Duxbury, presented the Petition of G. B. 
Weston and others, of Duxbury, and

Mr. Bennett, of Leominster—The Petition of C. C. Field 
and others, of Leominster, and

Mr. Smith, of South Hadley—The Petition of G. Morgan 
Smith and others, of South Hadley,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Davis, of Ashby, presented the Petition of Benjamin 
Allen and others, of Ashby, for an alteration of the laws con
cerning School Districts.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Bradley, of Tisbury, presented the Petition of George 
Dunham and Matthew P. Butler, for leave to extend a Wharf 
in the town of Tisbury.
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Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Wilder, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of John W. 
Rosborrow and others, in aid of that of William Tewksbury.

Mr. Nickerson, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
Directors of the Bank of North America for increase of Cap
ital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, presented the Petition of J. 0. 
Baker and others, of the County of Barnstable, also,

The Petition of J. S. Chase and others, of Dennis and Har
wich,

Severally for a modification of the laws relative to Pilotage.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, presented the Petition of the 
Town of Plymouth, for a repeal of the present law in regard 
to the Alewive Fishery in Sandwich and Plymouth.

Referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. Fay, of Chelsea, presented the Petition of the Select
men of Chelsea, for a City Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petition of the Young Men’s 
Union, of Salem, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Young Men’s Union, in Salem, 
and the same was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Belvidere
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Woolen Manufacturing Company, was read, and ordered to a 
second reading.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the House Order of January twenty-seven, 
relative to the measurement of Oats, was read, and placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

The Petition of Seth Crowell and others, for an Act to pro
tect the Fisheries in the Flax Pond in Dennis, was referred to 
the Committee on the Fisheries.

The Petition of the Webster Bank, for an increase of Cap
ital Stock, was referred to the Committee on Banks and Bank
ing.

The Petitions of Benjamin Crowell and others, and 
Elisha Taylor and others,

severally of Yarmouth, severally for a modification of the laws 
relating to Pilotage, were referred to the Joint Special Com
mittee having charge of that subject.

Severally in concurrence.

The Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad, for leave to discon
tinue a Branch, and also a certain Avenue in the city of Bos
ton, came down referred to Committee on Railways and Canals.

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown, the House con
curred in the reference of so much of said Petition as relates 
to the discontinuance of said Branch, and non-concurred in so 
much as relates to the maintenance of the said Avenue, and 
the same was referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges, 
and sent up for concurrence.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
The Selectmen of Swanzey,
The Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporation,
The Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Company, 
Josephus Wilder and others, and 
Baze Norton and others.

Severally in concurrence.
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The Order of Notice on the Petition of the Essex Company, 
was passed, in concurrence, with an a m en d m en t,  which was 
sent up for concurrence.

The Communication from the Governor, with the Annual 
Report of the Commissioners for Alien Passengers, was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed.

A Communication was received from the Secretary, trans
mitting the County Estimates of Taxes for the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, and the same were referred to the 
Committee on County Estimates.

A similar Communication was received, covering the Annual 
Returns of the Sheriffs of Franklin and Nantucket, which, 
together with those received on the fifth instant, (taken from 
the table,) were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Title to the 
Resolve relating to the Official Journal was indefinitely post
poned, was carried, and

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Dana, the same was amended, 
and as amended, adopted.

The House Bills,
“ In addition to the several Acts for the Relief of Insolvent 

Debtors and the more equal distribution of their effects
“ To change the place of holding the September meeting of 

the County Commissioners of Middlesex
“ Concerning the Police Court of the city of Worcester ”

V\ ere severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ To incorporate the Mission Park Association •”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the New Bedford Gas 

Light Company,”
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Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary (inexpedient 
to legislate) on the Order of February nine, in relation to the 
crime of Garotte ; and

A similar Report of the Joint Special Committee on Consti
tutional Amendments, relative to the Right of Suffrage, were 
severally accepted, the latter in concurrence.

The Bill in addition to an Act to regulate Billiard Rooms 
and Bowling Alleys was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

The Bills,
“ In addition to an Act for the Equalization of Taxes
“ To prevent the larceny, or fraudulent destruction, or con

cealment of Wills,”
“ In relation to Insolvent Estates of persons deceased,” 

were severally passed over.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House, yesterday, passed to be engrossed 
the Resolves relating to an Official Journal, and the motion 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.
10
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Endicott, of Canton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of altering or repealing so much 
of the fourteenth chapter of the Revised Statutes as required 
that Sheriffs shall receive from their Deputies twenty-five per 
cent, on the amount of fees for travel, service, and levy of all 
writs and executions, and of providing by law that Sheriffs 
shall receive a stated salary, to be paid to them out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Nelson, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary for the 
suppression of gambling in workhsops and manufactories.

On motion of Mr. Patrick, of Bedford,
Ordered, iha t the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of an alteration in the fees of witnesses sum
moned in behalf of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Rockwood, of Hanson,
Ordered, lhat the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider the expediency of amending the law in relation to 
the granting of Marriage Certificates, (Revised Statutes, chap
ter three hundred and thirty-five, section one,) so as to give 
security to town clerks from imposition on the part of persons 
applying for marriage certificates, and greater security to 
parents from the clandestine and premature marriage of their 
children.

On motion of Mr. Severance, of Boston,
Ordered, lhat the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed
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to inquire as to the expediency of amending the Statute relat
ing to the laying out of Streets and Highways, so that the 
benefit accruing to adjacent and neighboring real estates, by 
reason of the laying out Streets and Highways, may be assessed 
thereon.

Mr. Trafton, of Dighton, presented the Petition of Jonathan 
Pratt and others, of Dighton, for alteration in the law relating 
to Widow’s Dower.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, presented the Petition of 
Ephraim Doane and others, in aid of that of Z. D. Bassett 
and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
the subject of the alteration of the Pilot Laws.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, presented the Petition of E. B. 
Gillett and others, of Westfield, for aid for Free State Settlers 
in Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Howard, of Braintree, presented the Petition of Norton 
Pratt and others, for an Act of Incorporation for a Savings 
Bank in the town of Braintree.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, presented the Remonstrance 
of G. M. Atwater and others, against the Petition of O. 
Holmes and others.

Mr. Dana, of Brighton, presented the Remonstrance of the 
Selectmen of Brighton, against the Petitions of the Hancock 
Free Bridge Corporation.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, presented the Petition of the Select
men of Andover, for allowance of expenses of a State pauper.
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Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Nathan Tufts, Jr., and ITammond and Sawyer, for remunera
tion for damage occasioned by the closing of Warren Bridge 
for repairs, &c.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Dike, of Stoneham, presented the Petition of Silas 
Dean and others, in aid of that of William Tewksbury.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, presented the Petition of the 
President and Directors of the Boston Submarine and Wreck
ing Company, asking for change of name and increase of Cap
ital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, presented the Petition of Ansel 
Phelps, Jr. and others, for the repeal of the Act of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, relative to the Shad Fishery in the 
Connecticut River.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of Joshua Nickerson, of Chatham, and others, 

for an Act of Incorporation as the Triton Insurance Company, 
was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

The Petition of Artemas Lee and others, of Templeton, for 
aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas, was referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations.

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of Edwin 
Rice.

Severally in concurrence.



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1857. 149

Mr. Nickerson, from the Joint Special Committee on so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to Districting the 
State for choice of Senators and Representatives to the 
General Court, to whom was committed the Order relative to 
limiting the length of the Session of the Legislature, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration there
of, and that the same be referred to the Committee on Re
trenchment and Reform in State Expenditures, and the same 
was accepted and sent rip for concurrence.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of January thirty, 
relative to the increase of amount exempt from taxation on 
incomes, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, and the same was 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
the Berkshire Mutual Fire Insurance Company, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Berkshire 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, from the Committee on so much 
of the Governor’s Address as relates to Districting the State 
for choice of Senators and Representatives to the General 
Court, to whom was recommitted the Resolves providing for 
the amendment of the Constitution in relation to Justices of 
the Peace,

Reported the same in a new draft, and the said Resolves 
and Bill were read, and ordered to a second reading.

The'hour specially assigned for the choice of Major-General 
of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, 
having arrived, the House proceeded to ballot, and the vote 
having been taken, it appeared upon the second ballot that 
Ebenezer W. Peirce, of Freetown, was elected.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Resolve relating to
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an Official Journal, was passed to be engrossed, was carried, 
whereupon, Mr. Rice, of Newton, offered a substitute for said 
Resolve, which was adopted, and the same was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed, and was sent up for concur
rence.

Bills, “ To incorporate the Young Men’s Union, in Salem, ’
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Belvidere Woolen 

Manufacturing Company,” were severally read a second time, 
and ordered to a third reading.

The House Bill, in relation to Insolvent Estates of persons 
deceased, w’as read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on an Order relative to the measurement of Oats, 
was accepted, in concurrence.

The Bill in addition to an Act for the Equalization of Taxes, 
was amended, on motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield, and laid 
on the table.

The Bill to prevent the larceny or fraudulent destruction or 
concealment of Wills, was passed over, and

On motion,
The Hou se

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Southworth, of Hardwick,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of so amending chapter two 
hundred and fifty-eight of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, entitled, “ An Act requiring Returns from Treasurers 
of Institutions for Savings,” as to require returns of all deposi
tors in said Institutions, and the amount of said deposit, as 
required by the provisions of said Act. And also to inquire 
if any further legislation is necessary in relation to taxing said 
deposits.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 

to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the governments 
of incorporated cities in this Commonwealth to provide by 
ordinance for the removal of snow and ice from sidewalks by 
abutting owners.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 

to inquire into the expediency of establishing an additional 
criminal term of the Court of Common Pleas for Middlesex, to 
be holden at Lowell.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 

to inquire into the expediency of extending the application of 
the law relating to Embezzlement, to Auctioneers and Brokers.

On motion of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

inquire into the expediency of changing the times and places
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at which certain Probate Courts are now required to be holden 
in the County of Barnstable.

Mr. Bradbury, of Boston, presented the Petition of W illiam 
C. Brown, Register of Probate for Suffolk County, for an 
increase of Salary.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Norcross, of Monson, presented the Petition of J. S. 
Potter to be appointed State Printer.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Bodge, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of the 
City of Cambridge for an Amendment of Charter.

Mr. Warren, of Brookfield, presented the Petition of Dexter 
Henshaw and others, of Brookfield, and of I. Davis and others, 
of Worcester, in aid of the same, for remuneration to said 
Henshaw, for costs and damages incurred in the arrest of cer
tain criminals.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Rice, of Newton,
Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Agricul

ture inquire into the expediency of regulating the sale of 
Poultry by law.

On motion of Mr. Whitin, of Northbridge,
Ordered, That the Committee on Fisheries he instructed to 

inquire into the expediency of so amending the second section 
of the fifty-fifth chapter of the Revised Statutes, as to prohibit 
the catching or taking of Trout or Pickerel from any rivers, 
streams or ponds, from the first day of December to the first 
day of May.

Mr. Corbin, of Oxford, presented the Petition of the Direc
tors of the Oxford Bank for an increase of Capital.

Referred to the Committee on^Banks and Banking.
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Mr. Ramsdell, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
Ephraim Brown and others, of Marblehead, for authority to 
locate a Highway over River Head Beach, in said town.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, presented the Petition of the 
Quincy Fire and Marine Insurance Company for change of 
locality from Quincy to Boston.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Calley, of Saugus, presented the Petition of George 
Pearson and others, for aid for the Free State Settlers in 
Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable, presented the Petition of P. A. 
Burlingame and others, for an alteration of the Pilot Laws.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
that subject.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of Ed
ward F. Jones, for indemnification for loss sustained by him in 
the service of the Commonwealth.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.
Severally sent up concurrence.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the Order of February eleven, relative to the suppression of 
the sale of Quack Medicines, and

Mr. Adams, from the same committee, on the Order of Feb
ruary sixth, relative to making Slander an indictable offence,

Severally reported, That it is inexpedient to legislate 
thereon.

And the above Reports were severally placed in the Orders 
of the Day.

Mr. Baker, from the same committee to whom was referred 
the Annual Returns of the Sheriffs of the several Counties,
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Reported, That no legislation is necessary thereon, and recom
mended that the same be printed.

The Report was accepted, and the Returns were accordingly 
ordered to be printed.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was committed the Senate Bill, “ To 
repeal so much of the sixty-third chapter of the Revised Stat
utes as relates to the form of the Bond to be given by an 
Executor who is also the residuary legatee,”

Reported a Bill as a substitute therefor, with the following 
title, viz.:—

“ Bill in relation to the form of Bonds to be given by Exec
utors who are residuary legatees.”

Mr. \  ose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty- 
one, relative to the payment of fines, forfeitures and costs in 
criminal cases,

Reported a Bill regulating the payment of fines, forfeitures 
and costs in criminal cases.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance to whom was referred the Petition of 
Nathaniel Whiting and others, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Charles River Navigation Com
pany, and these Bills were severally read and ordered to a 
second reading.

*

The Engrossed Bills,
“ To incorporate the Mission Park Association 
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the New Bedford Gas 

■ ig it Company, (which severally originated in the Senate,) 
were passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
. The AnnUal +ReP°rt of the Adjutant-General was referred, 
m concurrence, to the Committee on the Militia.

The Petition of Horatio G. Wood and others, of 
borough, for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kan 
referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Middle- 
sas, was
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The Petitions of
Richard Taylor, and others, and 
Enos Kent, and others,

severally for a modification of the Pilot Laws, were severally 
referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of that 
subject.

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of Abner 
Tucker and others.

Severally in concurrence.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, was excused from serving as a mem
ber of the Committee on Finance, and Mr. Farmer, of Roxbury, 
was appointed in his place.

Mr. Kingman, of Middleborough, was charged with a mes
sage to the Senate, informing that branch of the election, on 
the part of the House, of Ebenezer W. Peirce, of Freetown, 
as Major-General of the First Division of the Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia.

Mr. Daggett, member elect from Seekonk, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat.

The Bill, “ In addition to an Act for the Equalization of 
Taxes,” was taken from the table. Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, 
offered an amendment to the same, pending the question on 
which, the subject was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, “ Relative to 
the competency of Witnesses,” was taken from the table, the 
question being on the motion of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, 
to recommit the same with instructions.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, offered an amendment thereto; 
pending the discussion of which,

On motion of Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen,
The House

Adjourned-
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Rolfe, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider the expediency of changing the time for assessing 
taxes, from the first day of May, to the first day of April.

On motion of Mr. Loring, of Marlborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of a law which shall empower Assessors of 
taxes, for a reasonable length of time after the pro ra ta  of taxes 
is made, to assess taxes to such persons and property as they 
may have inadvertently omitted in their assessment of taxes.

On motion of Mr. Putnam, of Danvers,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of providing by statute, that in 
trials upon indictment, it shall be allowable for the complainant 
of prosecutor to employ counsel to assist the Attorney of the 
Commonwealth.

Mr. Burlingame, of Adams, presented the Petitions of 
Jary Thatcher and others, and 
S. A. Kemp and others,

severally for the removal of the Registry of Deeds in Berkshire 
County, from Lanesborough to the town of Adams.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

On motion of Mr. Deming, of Northampton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 

to inquire whether any, or what legislation is necessary, so 
that all Commissioners and other officers of the State be re
quired to make their Reports in printed form on or before the 
second Tuesday in January.
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Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, presented the Remonstrance of 
Levi Thaxter and others, against the Petition of Jacob Hittin- 
ger and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.
f

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, presented the Petition of the Coun
ty Commissioners of Worcester, for authority to borrow money.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on so much of the 
Governor’s Address as relates to the Public Buildings.

Mr. Clark, of Natick, presented the Petition of Chester 
Adams'and others, of Natick, for leave to remove the remains 
of deceased persons in the Old Burying Ground in Natick 5 
and to inter them in the new Cemetery.

Mr. Porter, of Boston, presented the Petition of Daniel E. 
Chapin and others, for change of Name of the Worcester 
District Methodist Episcopal Church Campmeeting Associa
tion.

Mr. Southworth, of Harwich, presented the Petition of the 
First Baptist Society, in Southbridge, for leave to sell Real 
Estate.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Mas
sachusetts Sabbath School Society, for leave to hold additional 
property.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and Re
ligious Societies.

Mr. Foster, of Taunton, presented the Petition of the Direc
tors of the Taunton Bank, for increase of Capital Stock.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Edgerly, of Somerville, presented the Petition of James 
Huckins and others, in aid of that of William Tewksbury.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was committed the Order of February twenty-one, 
relative to Insolvent Debtors, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that*the same be referred to the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the same committee, made a 
similar Report on the Petition of Dexter Henshaw and others, 
and asked that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Claims.

«

Severally accepted.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was referred the Order of February nine, relative to 
the studies of the more advanced scholars in small towns, 
reported

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Wood, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Sarah E. Wall, for extension to 
Woman of the Right of Suffrage, reported 
* That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, from the Committee on Finance,
Reported, a Resolve, “ Authorizing the Treasuer to borrow 

money in anticipation of the Revenue.”

Mr. Wood, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 
Order of February eleventh, relative to the publication of the 
Special Laws,

Reported Resolves, “ Providing for the publication of cer
tain Special Laws.”

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was referred the Petition of M. P. Wilder and 
others,

Reported a Resolve, “ In favor of the State Farm at West- 
borough.”
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Mr. Yose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was recommitted the Bill “ In addition to an 
Act for the equalization of Taxes,”

Reported the same in an amended draft, under the title of 
A Bill, “ For the equalization of Taxes.” •

And said Resolves and Bill were read, and ordered to a sec
ond reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ To amend the twenty-first section of the eighty- 

third chapter of the Revised Statutes, relative to the Bond of 
Registers of Probate,” was referred to the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery.

Bills,
“ To repeal certain Acts concerning persons under sentence 

of Death.”
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Lebanon 

Springs Railroad,”
“ To incorporate the Boston Kansas Company,”
The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Joint Special 

Committee on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates 
to Districting the State for the choice of Senators and Repre
sentatives to the General Court, to whom was committed the 
Order of January twenty-nine, relative to dividing the State 
into twenty Senatorial Districts, and also of providing that 
Senators shall be elected for the term of two years; and

The Report (asking to be discharged, and that the sub
ject be referred to the Committee on Finance of the House) 
of the Joint Special Committee on so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to the Financial Affairs of the Common
wealth,

Were severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Education 
be au thorized to visit, during the session of the Legislature, 
such of the State Normal Schools as they shall deem best.

The Petition of the Agricultural Branch Railroad Company 
for an extension of time in which to construct their Railroad, 
Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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The Report on the Petition of Henry Howland and others, 
(from the files.) was referred to the Committee on Towns.

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of the Mid- 
dleborough and Taunton Railroad Company.

The Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad for leave to discon
tinue a Branch and for other purposes, with the endorsement 
that the Senate non-concur in the reference by the House of 
so much of the said Petition as relates to the maintenance of 
a certain Avenue to the Committee on Roads and Bridges, 
and insist oil the reference of the same to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, came down from the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, the House receded and 
concurred with the Senate.

A Message was received from the Governor through the 
Secretary, covering the Annual Report of the Treasurer of the 
Marshpee and Herring Pond Indians, and the same was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed.

The Engrossed Bill to incorporate the Merchant’s Mutual 
Marine Insurance Company, (which originated in the House 
of Representatives,)

The Engrossed Bill to increase the capital stock of the 
Nashawannuck Manufacturing Company, (which originated in 
the Senate,) were severally passed to be enacted and sent to 
the Senate.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the House re
sumed the consideration of the unfinished business, the same 
being the Report of the Committee on the Judiciary relative to 
the competency of Witnesses, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Spooner, of Boston, to the motion 
of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, to recommit with instructions, 
but before taking any action thereon, the Orders of the Day 
were laid on the table, and on motion,

The House
Adjourned.



Monday, February lb, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any further legislation is necessary in reference to Bills 
in Equity to redeem Mortgages.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, presented the Petition of Sylvanus 
Packard and others, praying for an appropriation to Tufts Col
lege, and on motion of the same gentleman, the Petition was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. C. Nowell, of Boston, presented the Petition of An
toinette L. Brown and others, Committee of Women’s Rights 
National Convention, asking that the right of Suffrage be ex
tended to Women.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Tyler, of Adams, presented the Petition of Shubael W. 
Bates and others, for the removal of the Registry of Deeds in 
Berkshire County, from Lanesborough to South Adams.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, presented the Petition of Edmund 
Chace, Jr., and others, for an additional term of the Probate 
Court in the city of Fall River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Perham, of Chelmsford,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms use greater vigilance 

in enforcing the previous Orders of the House, directing the 
Documents and Journal to be filed daily for the use of the 
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members; and that he cause the same to be deposited in the 
members’ seats every morning as promptly as possible.

Subsequently, Mr. Smith, of South Hadley, moved a recon
sideration of the vote whereby the foregoing Order was 
adopted, and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Webber, of Gloucester,
Ordered, That the Clerk of the House omit hereafter the 

daily reading of the Journal, except when directed so to do by 
the Speaker of the House.

Subsequently, Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, moved a re
consideration of the vote whereby the foregoing Order was 
adopted, and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Stone, of Groton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education inquire into 

the expediency of so amending the two hundred and seventy- 
fourth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty, en
titled, “ An Act concerning Schools,” that the schools therein 
provided shall be kept distinct from the Primary or District 
Schools, and shall be maintained at the expense of the town; 
and that no money apportioned to any District where such 
school shall be located, shall be used for its support.

On motion of Mr. Dresser, of Stockbridge,
Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee on so much of 

the Governor’s Address as relates to Courts of Insolvency, be 
instructed to consider the expediency of abolishing the Courts 
of Insolvency, and conferring the powers of Judges of Courts 
of Insolvency upon Judges of Probate.

Mr. C. Nowell, oi Boston, presented the Petition of Robert 
F. Gourlay, relative to Back Bay Lands.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
that subject.

Mr. Day, of Boston, presented the Petition of .T. C. Cluer 
and others, relative to the establishment of an Asylum for 
Inebriates.
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Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
that subject.

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, presented the Remon
strance of James Russell and others, of West Cambridge, 
against the Petition of Jacob Plittinger and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Newton, of Truro, presented the Petition of D. Lom
bard and others, of Truro ;

Mr. Stubbs, of Wellfleet—The Petition of C. S. Cole and 
others,

Severally for an alteration in the Pilot Laws.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, presented the Remonstrance of S. 
G. Bailey and others, against the Petition of the Essex Com
pany.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, presented the Petition of the 
Towns of Hanover and Hanson, relative to the Herring Fishery 
in North River.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,’ presented the Petition of the 
Dorchester Athenmum for an Act of Incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Petition of H. 
E. Briggs and others, of Piympton, in aid of that of the Mid
dleborough and Taunton Branch Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Coffin, of Conway, presented the Petition of the Con
way Bank for increase of Capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
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Mr. Grarnmer, of Woburn, presented the Petition of the 
First Baptist Society, in Woburn, for leave to hold and 
use certain property.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee on Print
ing, to whom was referred the Petition of Charles Hale and 
others, reported

A Resolve, “ In relation to furnishing public information to 
Daily Papers.”

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was referred the Petition of George H. Dadd 
and others, reported

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Boston Veterinary Associa
tion.” Also,

The same gentleman, from the same commitee, on the 
Order of January twenty-six, relative to the measurement of 
Milk, reported

A Bill, “ Concerning the Measurement of Liquids.”

Mr. Lee, of Charlestown, from the Joint Special Committee 
on the Order of February ninth, relative to the better observ
ance of the Birthday of Washington, reported

Resolves, “ In relation to the’ celebration of the Birthday of 
Washington.”

And said Resolves were read and ordered to a second reading.o

On motion, Mr. Patrick, of Bedford, was charged with a 
message to the Senate, proposing a Convention of the two 
branches on Friday next, at twelve o’clock, for the purpose of 
filling the vacancy in the Board of Trustees of Amherst Col
lege, occasioned by the resignation of Honorable Linus Child, 
of Lowell.

Subsequently, a message was received from the Senate, 
announcing the concurrence of that branch in the proposition.
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A message was also received from the Senate, announcing 
that Brigadier-General Samuel Andrews had been again elected 
on the part of that branch, Major-General of the First Division 
of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

Papers from the Senate.
A Resolve, “ Authorizing J. Jngersoll Bowditch, Executor of 

the last Will and Testament of the late Ephraim Peabody, to 
sell certain Real Estate of the Testator,” and

A Bill, “ Concerning Probate Courts in the County of Berk
shire,”

Were severally referred to the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee 
on Banks and Banking, on the Order of January twenty-seven, 
relative to increasing the present Tax on Banks;” also,

On the Order of January twenty-three, relative to Deposits 
of Savings Banks,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

A Communication from the Guardian of the Dudley In
dians, was referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions.

The Petition of Edward Lamb, for compensation for losses 
sustained in behalf of the State, was referred to the Commit
tee on Claims.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
The Town of Plymouth, and 
The City of New Bedford.

The Petition of the First Baptist Society, in Southbridge, 
with the Order of Notice thereon, was recommitted to the 
Committee on Parishes and Religous Societies.

Severally in concurrence,
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On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston, the Report of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, relative to the competency of 
witnesses, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, the 
question being on the amendment to the motion to recommit 
the same with instructions. After debate, the Previous Ques
tion was ordered, and the vote having been taken on the 
acceptance of the Report, it was decided in the negative.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, again moved to recommit with 
certain instructions.

On motion of Mr. Foster, of Andover, it was
Ordered, That when the question be taken, it be taken by 

Yeas and Nays, whereupon,

On motion of Mr. Swift, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.



Tuesday, February IT, 1857,

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Clark, of Iladley,
Ordered, That on and after the first Tuesday in March 

next, the members of this House hold two sessions in one day, 
commencing at half-past ten o’clock in the forenoon, and at 
two o’clock in the afternoon, with the exception of Saturdays 
and Mondays, on which days the time of meeting shall remain 
the same as heretofore ordered, holding only one session on 
each of said days.

On motion of Mr. Hyde, of Newton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of so changing the law concerning Justices of 
the Peace, that they may be allowed to administer oaths, take 
depositions and acknowledgment of Deeds in any part of the 
State.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether or not it is expedient to authorize and require the In
surance Commissioners to examine and annually report upon 
the condition of the Loan Fund Companies incorporated in 
this Commonwealth, or doing business therein.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of so amending the law relative to the Trustee 
Process, as to diminish the cost of the service of the writ.
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On motion of Mr. Hale, of Rockport,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire if 

further legislation is necessary by which Cities and Towns may 
adopt the laws relating to Bowling Alleys.

Mr. Campbell, of Boston, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule:—

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth be re
quested to inform the House how soon the Abstract of the 
Census of eighteen hundred and fifty-five will be completed, 
and ready for distribution, and give the reasons for its delay.

Mr. Couch, of North Bridgewater, presented the Petition of 
Peter F. Hollywood and others, of North Bridgewater, for the 
enactment of a law which shall enable the several towns in 
the Commonwealth to decide whether any Billiard Room or 
Tables, or any Bowling Alley, shall be used within their limits.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of Jacob 
How and others, of Haverhill and Bradford, relative to the 
Fees of Sheriffs.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Currier, of Salisbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
J. B. Gale and others, of Salisbury ;

Mr. Foster, of Andover—The Remonstrance of John M. 
Bailey and others, severally against the Petition of the Essex 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Read, of Leicester, presented the Petition of Charles 
Butler and others, of Groton, for an alteration of the laws 
relating to High Schools.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Stephens, of Beverly, presented the Petition of the 
Essex Bridge Corporation for extension of Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
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Mr. Swift, of Boston, presented the Petition of Benjamin 
F. Paine and others, relative to the alteration in the law con
cerning Pilotage.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Clark, of Natick, presented the Petition of John M. 
Seaward and others of Natick;

Mr. Monk, of Stoughton, presented the Petition of J. W. 
Dennis and others of Stoughton;

Mr. Furber, of Andover, presented the Petition of James 
Brinley and others, of North Andover,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of Butters 
& Co., and James White, of Haverhill, for leave to build a 
wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, presented the second Petition of 
the Crystal Lake Water Works, for change of Name and for 
other purposes.

Mr. Foster, of Taunton, presented the Petition of W. W. 
Fairbanks and others, of Taunton, in aid of that of the Mid- 
dleborough and Taunton Railroad for extension of Road.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, from the Committee on 
Education, to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to the New England Female Medical Col
lege, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
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Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Crystal 
Lake Water Works; also,

The Petition of A. G. Randall and others, reported,
That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw, and 

said Reports were severally read and placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, from the Committee on the Library, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Mayor of the City of 
Boston, relative to the Public Library, reported

A Bill relating to the Public Library in the city of Boston.

Mr. Stedman, of Boston, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Bill relative 
to the government of the Public Institutions of the City of 
Boston, (from the files,) reported

A Bill to establish a Board of Directors of Public Institu
tions for the City of Boston and the County of Suffolk.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of January thirty-one, 
relative to the further protection of Married Women, reported

£* An Act in addition to an Act to protect the property of 
Married Women.”

And said Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

On motion of Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, the hour of 
twelve o’clock, M., on Thursday, February twenty-sixth, was 
assigned for the choice of Major-General of the First Division 
of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

On motion, Mr. Harris, of Springfield, was charged with a 
message to the Senate proposing a Convention of both 
branches on Friday next, at twelve and a half o’clock, P. M., 
for the purpose of electing two Directors of the Western Rail
road, on the part of the State.
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Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of Joseph Fowler and others of Ipswich, for 

the passage of a law for the preservation of Clams in that 
town, was referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

The Petition of the Lowell Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
for renewal of Charter, and

The Petition of the Stockholders of the Union Bank, in 
Boston; also,

The Petition of the President, Directors and Company of the 
Eagle Bank, of Boston,

Severally for increase of Capital,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Severally in concurrence.

The Resolves authorizing the Treasurer to borrow money in 
anticipation of the Revenue, and

The Resolves relating to the Celebration of the Birthday of 
Washington, were severally discharged from the Orders of the 
Day, read twice, under a suspension of the Rule, and the lat
ter amended, and passed to be engrossed and sent up for con- 
concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and
The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order rela

tive to filing the Documents daily was adopted, was carried, 
and the question recurring on the adoption of the Order, the 
vote was taken and decided in the negative, so the Order was 
rejected.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order rela
tive to the daily reading of the Journal was adopted, was car
ried. The Order was then amended, and the vote having been 
taken on the adoption of the same, as amended, it was decided 
in the negative ; so the Order was rejected.
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The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, relative to 
the competency of Witnesses, was then taken up, the question 
being on the recommitment of the same, with instructions; 
and the vote having been taken, it appeared that there were 
two hundred and eight Yeas, and ninety-five Nays, so the 
Report was recommitted.

The Resolves, “ Providing for the Amendment of the Con
stitution relative to Justices of the Peace,”

And the Resolves, “ Providing for the publication of certain 
Special Laws,” were severally laid on the table.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, offered an amendment to the Bill 
regulating the payment of Fines, Forfeitures and Costs in 
Criminal Cases, which, with the Bill, was laid on the table.

Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Berkshire Mutual 

Fire Insurance Company,”
“ To incorporate the Charles River Navigation Company,”
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Lebanon 

Springs Railroad,”
“ To incorporate the Boston Kansas Company,”
“ To incorporate the Boston Veterinary Association,” and
The Resolve, “ In relation to furnishing public information 

to daily papers,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ To incorporate the Young Men’s Union of Salem,”
“ To prevent the Larceny or Fraudulent Destruction or 

Concealment of Wills,”

V ere severally read a third time, the former amended, and 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bill, “ In addition to an Act to incorporate the 
Belvidere Woolen Manufacturing Company,” was read a 
third time and passed^to be engrossed, in concurrence.
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The Bill “ In relation to the form of Bonds to be given by 
Executors who are residuary Legatees,” was recommitted to 
the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary on the Order of January thirty, relative to taxation 
of Incomes,

On the Order of February eleven, relative to Quack Medi
cines, and

Of the Committee on Education on the Order of February 
ninth, relative to studies of advanced scholars in small towns,

Also, of the Joint Special Committee on so much of the 
Governor’s Address as relates to districting the State for 
choice of Senators and Represenatives on the Senate Order 
relative to dividing the State into twenty Senatorial Districts, 
and also relative to the election of Senators for the term of 
two years,

Were severally accepted, the last in concurrence, and the 
last but one sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on the Petition of Sarah E. Wall,

And (asking to be discharged) of the Joint Special Com
mittee on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
the Financial Affairs of the Commonwealth,

Were severally accepted, the latter in concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, on the Order relative to Slander;

Of the Committee on Banks and Banking, on the Order 
relative to Tax on Banks; also,

On the Order relative to Deposits in Savings Banks, and
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The Resolves in favor of the State Farm at Westborough, 
and

The Senate Bill, to repeal certain Acts concerning persons 
under Sentence of Death,

Were severally passed over.

On motion,

The House
Adjourned.



Wednesday, February 18, 185T

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider whether any further legislation is necessary to require 
from Executors, Administrators and Guardians, a full disclos
ure, in the course of Probate proceedings, of their doings under 
a license to sell Real Estate.

On motion of Mr. Deming, of Northampton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 

inquire and report forthwith how soon the various Reports, 
now in the hands of the printer, will be ready for distribution.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Campbell, of Boston, 
was taken up, and after debate, rejected.

Mr. Hammond, of Nantucket, presented the Remonstrance 
of Job Coleman and others, of Nantucket, against the repeal of 
the Act concerning persons under sentence of death, and the 
same was laid on the table.

Mr. Atkins, of Boston, presented the Petition of Thomas 
Patten and others, for an Act of Incorporation as the Preach
ers’ Aid Society.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Annual Reports of the Railroad Corpo

rations be referred to the Committee oil Railways and Canals, 
for such, action thereon as they may deem expedient.
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Mr. Harris, of Springfield, presented the Petition of E. S. 
Chapin and others, of Springfield, in aid of the Free State 
Settlers in Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

The same gentleman also presented the Petition of the 
Proprietors of the Locks and Canals on the Connecticut River 
at South Hadley, to be released from the obligation to support 
the same.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, presented the Petition of John Wilson 
and others, in aid of the Petition of William Tewksbury.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Goddard, of Brookline, presented the Petition of Wil
liam Dearborn and others, in aid of that of S. A. Shurtleff and
others.

Mr. Wood, of Hopkinton, presented the Petition of the 
President, Directors and Company of the Hopkinton Bank;

Mr. Bardwell, of Buckland—The Petition of the President 
and Directors of the Shelburne Falls Bank,

Severally for increase of Capital.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
William 'lufts and others, that a part of the town of Medford 
may be annexed to the town of Somerville.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Nickerson, of Boston, presented the Memorial of the 
Barnstable County Educational Association, asking for a revi
sion of the School Laws of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Read, of Leicester, presented the Petition of Cheney 
Hatch and others, of Leicester, for an alteration in the laws 
relative to High Schools.

Severally referred to the Committee on Education.
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Mr. Ranney, of Boston, presented the Petition of the Trus
tees of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, for 
an Act of Incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious So
cieties.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Petition of John Augustus and 
others, relative to Imprisonment for Debt, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the Joint Special 
Committee on that subject.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Petition of 
the Newburyport Ladies’ Bethel Society, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Yose, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 
Order of February thirteen, relative to Returns of Treasurers 
of Savings Banks; also

On the Order of January seventeen, relative to alterations 
in the laws relative to Landlords and Tenants ;

Mr. Bailey, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Order of February six, relative to Counsel Fees;

Mr. Wood, from the same committee, on the Order oi Feb
ruary eleven, relative to the law concerning the temporary sup
port of Paupers; and

Mr. Twiss, of Worcester, from the Committee on Educa
tion, on the Order of February six, relative to the attendance 
of Children at School,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.
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Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, from the Committee on Prisons, 
to whom was referred the Petition of T. T. Sawyer and others, 
reported

A Resolve, “ In favor of the families of Solon II. Tenney, 
late Warden, and Galen C. Walker, late Deputy-Warden of 
the State Prison.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
the Boston Inland Mutual Insurance Company, reported

A Bill, “ To amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mutual 
Insurance Company.”

And said Resolve and Bill were read, and ordered to a sec
ond reading.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, the Petition 
of Zaecheus Gould and others, was recommitted to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Armington, of Boston,
The Resolves relating to the Indexes and Papers of the 

House of Representatives, were taken up and referred to the 
Committee on the Library.

The Petition of Silvanus Packard and others, was taken 
from the table, and referred to the Committee on Education.

The Annual Reports of the Treasurer and Receiver-General, 
and the Auditor of Accounts, were severally taken from the 
table, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, That Messrs. Bonney and Hoar, of the Senate, 

and
Messrs. Wood, of Newbury port,

Pond, of Wrentham,
Gardner, of Shirley,
Russell, of Montague, and 
Armington, of Boston,
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be a Committee to consider and report what alterations and 
amendments are necessary in the laws concerning Imprison
ment for Debt, and also to consider the expediency of consoli
dating said laws.

Ordered, That Messrs. Usher and Burbank of the Senate, 
and

Messrs. Hale, of Boston,
Moor, of Lowell,
Furber, of Andover,
Estabrook, of Royalston, and 
Hill, of Williamsburg,

of the House, be a Committee to consider the propriety of the 
adoption by the two branches of the Legislature, of a Joint 
Standing Rule requiring that all Petitions hereafter presented 
shall be authenticated by the written signatures of the Peti
tioners.

The Petition of R. L. Barstowand others,-of Rochester, that 
that part of said town known as Mattapoisett Precinct, may 
be incorporated as a new town, and

The Remonstrance of T. G. Farnsworth and others, of 
Waltham, against the Petition of Jacob Hittinger and others,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of the Farnham Mutual Marine Insurance 
Company, that their doings may be ratified and confirmed,

Was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Orders of Notice on the Petitions of
Henry Howland and others, and 
The Fitchburg Railroad Company,

Were severally passed.

Severally in concurrence.

The following Order came down for concurrence :—
Ordered, Thai the Honorable Justices of the Supreme Ju-
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dicial Court be requested, as soon as convenient, to give their 
opinion upon the following question, viz.:—

Is that portion of the Act of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
chapter two hundred and eighty-four, for the relief of Insolvent 
Debtors and the more equal distribution of their effects, which 
takes jurisdiction of that subject from Commissioners, and 
gives it to the Court and Judges, as therein provided, constitu
tional ?

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, the House non-con- 
curred.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and
The Bill relating to the Public Library in the city of Boston, 

was read and ordered to a second reading.

The House Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Berkshire Mutual 

Fire Insurance Company,”
“ To incorporate the Charles River Navigation Company,” 

and
The Resolve in relation to furnishing public information to 

daily papers, were severally read a third time, and passed to 
be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill to incorporate the Boston Veterinary Association, 
was read a third time, amended, and, as amended, passed to 
be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Lebanon 

Springs Railroad,”
“ To incorporate the Boston Kansas Company,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, on the Order relative to Slander, and



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1857. 181

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, on the Petitions of

A. G. Randall and others, and 
The Crystal Lake Water Works,

Were severally accepted, the last two in concurrence.

The Bill concerning the Measurement of Liquids was re
committed to the Committee on Agriculture.

*

The Resolves in favor of the State Farm at Westborough, 
were laid on the table.

The Bills,
“ For the Equalization of Taxes;”
“ In addition to an Act to protect the Property of Married 

Women;” and
The Reports of the Committee on Education, relative to 

the Female Medical College;
Of the Committee on Banks and Banking, on the Orders 

relative to Tax on Banks ; and
Relative to Deposits in Savings Banks,

Were severally passed over, and

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.





/

Thursday, February 19, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Upton,
Ordered. That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider the expediency of requiring the Treasurers or Clerks 
of Loan Fund Associations to make annual returns to the As
sessors of towns and cities in this Commonwealth, of all per
sons owning shares in said Associations, in the same manner 
as Treasurers or Clerks of other corporations are required to 
make returns of their stockholders.

On motion of Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be requested 

to inquire into the expediency of repealing the Act, “ Changing 
the time of assessing Taxes in the city of Boston,” approved 
May twenty, eighteen hundred and lifty-two.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Templeton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of repealing the seventh section of chapter 
two hundred and forty-four of the Acts of eighteen hundred 
and forty-six, entitled, “ An Act concerning Hawkers and Ped
dlers,” or in any way of modifying its provisions.

On motion of Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 

instructed to consider the expediency of revising the terms of 
the Probate Court for the County of Bristol.

14
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Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of Allen 
Howland and others, relating to the estate of Abraham 
Russell.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery".

On motion of Thompson, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In

surance inquire into the expediency of so amending the fifty- 
fourth section of the two hundred and fifty-second chapter of 
the Acts and Resolves of the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six as will limit it in its application ;

Also, whether any other changes are necessary to be made 
in said two hundred and fifty-second chapter.

Mr. Dodge, of Chatham, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule:—

Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so altering or amending the 
Act of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, chapter one hundred 
and one, entitled, “ An Act concerning vacancies in School 
Committees,” that selectmen of towns shall have the power 
to appoint said Committee when the Committee elected at the 
annual meetings, from any cause shall have failed to act.

On motion of Mr. South worth, of Hardwick,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to take into consideration the expediency of providing by law 
that all school-houses for common school purposes now con
structed or hereafter to be constructed in this Commonwealth, 
shall be owned, constructed and maintained by the several cities 
and towns within whose limits they may be now situated or 
hereafter erected.

Mr. Bassett, of Ashfield, presented the Petition of Ilosea 
Blake and others, of Ashfield ;

Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield, presented the Petition of Cyrus 
A. Stowell and others,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.
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Mr. Batcheller, of Sutton, presented the Remonstrance of 
Edmond J. Mills and others, of Sutton, against the Petition of 
John Darling and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, presented the Petition of Jona
than A. Smith and others, of Lynnfield, for repeal of the Act 
concerning Beaches in North Chelsea.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, presented the Petition of Thacher 
Magoun and others, of Medford, in aid of that William 
Tewksbury.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance.

Mr. Lee, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of the 
Middlesex Horse Railroad Company, for a different terminus 
of their road in Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Petition of Thomas Patten and 
others, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies.

Mr. Ward, of Abington, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty- 
nine, relative to an alteration of the Constitution of the 
United States in regard to the manner of election of President, 
reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Twiss, from the Committee on Education, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Wareham School Committee, 
reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.
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And said Reports were severally placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order of January twenty-four rela
tive to the repeal of the Act of eighteen hundred and fi.tty-fi.ve, 
concerning the Trustee Process, reported

A Bill relating to the Trustee Process; also,
On the Petition of Samuel Houghton, for the confirmation 

of the, title to certain lands in Maine ;
A Resolve on the Petition of Samuel Houghton, Agent of 

the Proprietors of Roxbury, Maine.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, on 
the Order of February fifth, relative to the powers of County 
Commissioners, reported

A Bill, “ In relation to the powers of County Commission
ers in laying out ways across Railroads.”

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petition of the Dorchester 
Athenaeum, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Dorchester Athenaeum; and said 
Bills were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the Resolve in favor of the late Acting 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, reported,

That the same ought to pass, and the Resolve was placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Lose, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was recommitted the Bill, “For the better establishment of the 
Police Court of the city of Springfield,” reported,

I hat the same ought to pass, and the Bill was accordingly 
ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of D. B. Hager and others, officers of the 

Massachusetts State Teachers’ Association for an appropri
ation in aid of the periodical called the Massachusetts Teacher, 
was referred to the Committee on Education.
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The Petition of the Merchants’ Bank, in Lowell, for an 
increase of Capital Stock, was referred to the Committee on 
Banks and Banking.

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Par
ishes and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Peti
tion of the First Baptist Society, in Southbridge,

Was accepted.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
George Dunham and others,
A. W. Smith and others, and 
Silas Dean and others.

Severally in concurrence. J

A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
concurrence of that branch in the assignment of Friday next, 
at twelve and one-half o’clock, for the choice of two Directors 
of the Western Railroad, on the part of the State.

The Annual Report of the Land Agent was taken from the 
table and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

The Annual Report of the Expenses of the Office of the 
Adjutant-General was taken from the table and referred to the 
Committee on the Militia.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on Banks and Banking 
(inexpedient to legislate) on the House Order of January 
twenty-seventh, relative to Tax on Banks, was discharged 
from the Orders of the Day on motion of Mr. Brooks, of 
Princeton, and recommitted to the committee with instruc
tions to report a Bill increasing the present tax on the capital 
of the Banks in this Commonwealth, one-quarter of one per 
cent.

Subsequently, Mr. Webster, of Boston, moved a reconsider
ation of the vote recommitting the above Report,

And the motion was placed inHhe Orders of the Day.
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Mr. Gilbert, of Ware, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Lynn Hour and 
Grain League, reported

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw,
And the Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Orders of 
the Day, and

The Bill to establish a Board of Directors of Public Institu
tions, for the city of Boston and the county of Suffolk, was 
read a second time and ordered to a third reading.

The Bill for the Equalization of Taxes, was read a second 
time, amended, and ordered to a third reading.

The Bill relating to the Public Library in the city of Bos
ton, was read a third time and passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.
' The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February eleven, relative to the 
temporary support of Paupers ; also,

On the Order of February thirteen, relative to Treasurers 
of Savings Banks; and

A similar Report of the Committee on Education, on the 
Order of February six, relative to the attendance of Children 
upon Schools,

Were severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concur
rence.

The several Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Com
mittee on the Judiciary on the Orders of February sixth, and 
of January seventeenth, were passed over.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the House yesterday passed to be engrossed the Bill 
to incorporate the Boston Kansas Company.

Adjourned.



Friday, February 20, 185T.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any further legislation is necessary to insure a more 
prompt, economical and speedy administration of justice in 
this Commonwealth.

Mr. Cone, of West Stockbridge, presented the Petition of
L. Pennell and others, for an alteration of the laws relative to 
taxation ; also,

The Petition of George H. Cobb and others, relative to the 
laws concerning the election of Assessors.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Burlingham, of Lanesborough—The Remonstrance of
M. S. Palmer and others, of Lanesborough, against the Peti
tion of Samuel Ingalls and others.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Dodge, of Chatham, 
was taken up and adopted.

Mr. Mosely, of West Springfield, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen of West Springfield, for an allowance for ex
penses incurred in defending, in a suit for costs of supporting a 
Lunatic.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.
15
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Mr. Williams, of Amherst, presented the Petition of Edward 
Hitchcock and others, of Amherst; also,

The Petition of Enos Dickinson and others, of Amherst,
Severally for an alteration of the law relating to High 

Schools, so far as they apply to towns where there are incor
porated Academies.

Mr. St.udley, of Dennis, presented the Petition of Joseph 
Crowell and others, for alteration of the Pilot Laws.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Woodman, of Fall River, presented the Petition of 
Abraham Read and others, for leave to build a wharf.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur
ance.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of C. 
Curtis and others, that the law authorizing Stockholders in 
Banks to vote by proxy, may be repealed or modified.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

..Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of the twenty- 
seventh of January, relative to the taxation of stock or raw 
material owned by non-residents, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the same committee, on the 
Order of February fifth, relative to Jury Trials, reported

A Bill relating to Jury Trials.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, on the 
Order of January twenty-nine, relative to Officers of Religious 
Societies other than Congregational, reported

A Bill relating to the Officers of Religious Societies other 
than Congregational.
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Mr. Russel], of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was recommitted their Report relative to the Order offered by 
Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, reported

A Bill relating to the Competency of Witnesses.

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was committed the Senate Bill concerning 
Probate Courts in the County of Berkshire, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

And these several Bills were read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of the Millbury and Southbridge Railroad 

Corporation, for extension of time to complete their road, was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
Silas Hatch and others, and 
The Crystal Lake Water Works.

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, the first matter being 
the motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Report of the 
Committee on Banks and Banking, relative to an increase of 
the present Tax on Banks was recommitted, but before taking 
any action thereon, the Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

At twleve o’clock, pursuant to assignment, the Senate 
came in, and the two branches being assembled together, pro
ceeded to elect a Trustee of Amherst College, in place of 
Linus Child, of Lowell, resigned, a n d  the vote having been 
taken, it appeared on the third ballo t that N a t h a n  A l l e n , of 
Lowell, was elected.

The hour specially assigned then having arrived, the Con
vention proceeded to ballot for two Directors on the part of the 
State, in the Western Railroad Corporation, and the vote hav-
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ing been taken, it appeared that Messrs. Ansel L. Tyler, of Char- 
lemont, and Charles Hudson, of Lexington, were elected , and 
the business for which the two branches assembled having 
been accomplished, the Convention dissolved, and the Senate 
withdrew.

'fhe Resolves, “ Relating to the Celebration of the Birthday 
of Washington,” came down passed to be engrossed with an 
amendment, which was adopted, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, entitled, “ An Act in addition to an 
Act to incorporate the Belvidere Woolen Manufacturing Com
pany,” (which originated in the Senate,) was passed to be 
enacted and sent to the Senate.

On motion,

The House
Adjourned.



Saturday, February 21, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterd.ay was read.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 

instructed to inquire whether any further legislation is neces
sary to give to the Supreme Judicial Court full Equity Juris
diction, according to the usage and practice of Courts of 
Chancery, in all cases where there is not a plain, adequate and 
complete remedy at law.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge.
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery be 

instructed to inquire whether any further legislation is neces
sary in regard to the form of commencing Suits in Equity.

Mr. Swift, of Boston, presented a Petition of the Mayor of 
Boston, for the passage of a law relative to Sewerage ; also,

A Petition of the same, for the enactment of a law relative 
to assessing estates benefited by opening or widening streets.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Parker, of Worcester, presented the Remonstrances of 
John.Milton Earle and others,
.J. G. Adams and others, and 
T. W. Higginson and others,

Severally against repealing the law in regard to persons 
under sentence of Death.

Severally laid on the table.
16
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On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Mercantile 

Affairs and Insurance consider and report whether any, and 
what farther legislation is necessary in regard to the Bonds re
quired by Auctioneers, or the Returns to be made by them.

On motion of Mr. Stickney, of Gloucester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals in

quire whether the Boston and Maine Railroad Company, and 
the Eastern Railroad Company, have entered into any unlaw
ful compact designed to injure and embarrass other and smaller 
Railroad Corporations, to monopolize business and increase 
the rates of fares; also,

Whether they have not, in bad faith, and to the great pre
judice of others’ rights, bound themselves by written compact 
not to make or renew any arrangements designed to bring 
business to other Railroads, and if so, whether, during the 
pendency of such compact, it is expedient to make or extend 
any loan to either of said Corporations.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 

Insurance consider the expediency of repealing chapter four 
hundred and twenty-four of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, providing for Fire Inquests.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton,
Ordered, That the Committee on so much of the Governor’s 

Address as relates to Retrenchment and Reform in State Ex
penditures, be directed to inquire and report as soon as pos
sible, what measures, if any, can be adopted to bring the 
present Session of this Legislature to a speedy close; also,

What measures, if any, can be adopted, calculated to shorten 
the Session of future Legislatures.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance of 
James E. Ames and others, of Haverhill, against the repeal of 
chapter two hundred and eighty-nine of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-six, as prayed for by the Essex Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.
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Mr. Lee, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of Henry 
A. Snow, Agent and Treasurer of the Somerville Dyeing and 
Bleaching Company, for leave to conduct water into the Com
pany’s premises.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Tufts, of Boston, presented the Petition of James Read 
and others, for an Act of Incorporation for a Steamship 
Company.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of Philip 
Ulmer and others, for an Act of Incorporation for the purpose 
of building a Hotel, and for other purposes.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Edgerly, of Somerville, presented the Petition of George 
O. Brastow and others, for corporate railroad privileges.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, it was Ordered, 
that the Committee on so much of the Governor’s Address as 
relates to the Retrenchment and Reform in State Expenditures, 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the Constitution, 
as to abolish the Executive Council.

Subsequently, Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, moved a recon
sideration of the vote whereby the above Order was adopted, 
and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Engrossed Bill, extending the time for the construction 
of the Lebanon Springs Railroad, (which originated in the 
Senate,) and

The Engrossed Resolves, relating to the celebration of the 
Birthday of Washington, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) were severally passed, and the former to be 
enacted.



196 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Subsequently, Mr. Swift, of Boston, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote whereby the Resolves were passed, which motion, 
under a suspension of the Rule, was considered, and the vote 
having been taken, the motion was lost, and the Resolves and 
Bill were sent to the Senate.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee on Print
ing, to whom was referred the Order of February eighteen, 
relative to the number of Reports now in the hands of the 
State Printer, made a report thereon, which was read and 
accepted.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Order of February four, 
relative to the Police Court of the city of Lawrence, reported 

A Bill, “ Relating to the Police Court of the City of Law
rence.”

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the same committee, on the 
Order of January twenty-one, relative to amending the Act 
concerning the Indexing of Deeds, reported 

“ An Act concerning the Indexing of Deeds.”

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to -whom was referred the Petition of 
the Essex Mutual Fire Insurance Company, reported

A Bill, “ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the 
Essex Mutual Fire Insurance Company.”

Mr. Twombly, of Boston,, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of James M. 
Thompson, President of the John Hancock Bank, reported 

A Bill, “ To amend the Charter of the John Hancock Bank, 
of Springfield

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Orders of February seventeen, rela
tive to Loan Fund Associations, reported

A Bill, “ Concerning Loan Fund Associations
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Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill, “ To 
amend the twenty-first section of the eighty-third chapter of 
the Revised Statutes relative to the Bond of the Registers of 
Probate,” reported,

That the same ought to pass.

And these Bills were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Resolve, (from the files of last year,) “ Providing for an 

Amendment to the Constitution relative to Districting the 
State for the choice of Representatives to the General Court,” 
was read, and ordered to a second reading.

Ordered, That the Secretary give notice to the Governor, 
that Nathan Allen, of Lowell, has been chosen by the two 
branches of the Legislature, a Trustee of Amherst College, in 
place of the Hon. Linus Child, resigned.

Ordered, That the Secretary give notice to
Messrs. Ansel L. Tyler, of Charlemont, and 

Charles Hudson, of Lexington, 
that they have been elected by the two branches of the Legis
lature, Directors of the Western Railroad on the part of the 
Commonwealth, for the term of two years.

Orders of Notice were passed, on the Petitions of 
Preston Ware and others,
R. L. Barstow and others, and
The First Baptist Society in Southbridge.

Severally in concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Report of the Com
mittee on Banks and Banking, relative to an increase of the 
present Tax on Banks, was recommitted, was lost.
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The House also refused to reconsider their vote whereby the 
Bill, “ To incorporate the Boston Kansas Company ” was 
passed to be engrossed.

The Bill, “ To amend the Charter of the Boston Inland 
Mutual Insurance Company,” was read a second time, and 
ordered to a third reading.

The Resolve, “ In favor of the families of Solon II. Tenney, 
late Warden, and Galen C. Walker, late Deputy-Warden of 
the State Prison,” was read a second time, amended, and 
ordered to a third reading, as amended.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table, and

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet 

on Monday next, at eleven o’clock, A. M., for the purposes 
mentioned in the Resolves, “ Concerning the Observance of 
the Birthday of Washington,” and further, that the next meet
ing of the House for the transaction of ordinary legislative 
business, be on Tuesday next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Monday, February 23, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Couch, of North Bridge - 
water.

On motion of Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with.

Agreeable to the provisions of the Resolve passed on the 
twenty-first instant, relative to the observance of the Birthday 
of Washington, the two branches met in Convention, together 
with the Governor and Council and the Heads of the Depart
ments, in the Hall of the House of Representatives.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

The Hon. Speaker of the House then read the Farewell 
Address of George Washington, after which, the Governor, 
the Council, and the Heads of the Departments, withdrew, and 
the two branches separated.

Adjourned.
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Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of Saturday and yesterday was read.

Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule:—

Ordered, That the Insurance Commissioners be, and they 
are, hereby authorized to report to the Legislature in print, 
upon the general standing and past business transactions of 
the several Loan Fund Associations incorporated by and do
ing business under the laws of this Commonwealth, making 
such suggestions in addition thereto as may, by them, be deem
ed expedient.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of amending or repealing the law of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, chapter one hundred and twenty-one.

On motion of Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

what further legislation is necessary concerning Mill and Reser
voir Dams.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,
Ordered, That the Committee on the .Judiciary consider the 

expediency of so amending the two hundred and forty-sixth 
chapter of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
that the charge for blank writs issuing from the Supreme- 
Court and Court of Common Pleas, provided for in that Act; 
may also apply to writs issuing from Police Courts and Jus
tices Courts.
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On motion of Mr. Monk, of Stoughton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing by law, for the Record of Deeds and 
other Instruments relative to Real and Personal Property by 
the Clerks of the several towns and cities.

On motion of Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of Revising the Salaries of Registers 
of Probate throughout the Commonwealth.

Mr. Field, of Athol, presented the Petition of Fanny M. 
Smith and Lynde Smith, for leave to sell Real Estate under a 
Will.

Mr. Taft, of Dedham, presented the Petition of Jonathan 
II. Cobb, Register of Probate for the county of Norfolk, for an 
increase of compensation.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery. •

Mr. Monk, of Stoughton, presented the Petition of Charles 
Upbam, 2d, and others, of Stoughton, for an amendment of 
the Constitution, in order that Trial Justices may be elected 
by the people.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee upon so much 

of the Governor’s Address as relates to the right of Suffrage 
and the Qualification of Voters, inquire into the expediency of 
amending so much of the sixteenth article of amendment of 
the Constitution as relates to the examination by the Gov
ernor and Council of the returned copies of the records of the 
election of Governor, Lieutenant-Governor and Councillors.

Mr. Simonds, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance of 
Amos A. Kelley and others, of Haverhill;

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill—The Remonstrance of Charles 
Haddock and others, of Haverhill;
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Mr. Lawrence, of Tyngsborough—The Remonstrance ol 
Joseph Danforth and others, of Tyngsborough ;

Mr. Hard, of Lowell—The Remonstrance of Stephen Man
sur and others, of Lowell,

Severally against the Petition of the Essex Company.

Mr. Alden, of Duxbury, presented the Petition of G. B. 
Weston, and others, for the passage of an Act for the protec
tion of the Menhaden Fishery in the Harbors of Duxbury, 
Kingston and Plymouth.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, presented the Remonstrance of 
John Leishman and others, against the Petition of the Scots 
Charitable Society.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, the Petition of the Atlas Bank, 
of Boston;

Mr. Taft, of Dedham, presented the Petition of the Direc
tors of the Dedham Bank,

Severally for an increase of Capital Stock.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, presented the Petition 
of Jesse P. Butler and others, of West Cambridge, for an Act 
of Incorporation as the West Cambridge Horse Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Ruggles, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of Dor
chester and Milton Branch Railroad Company, for further 
time to locate and construct the “ extension of said road.”

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, presented the Petition of Charles 
Heineman and others, to be incorporated as a Religious 
Society.
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Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious So
cieties.

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of Noah 
'l’illotson and others, for an Act of incorporation for Charita
ble purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of George 
W. Kelley and others, of Haverhill, for aid for the Free State 
Settlers in Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.
»

Mr. Edwards, of West Newbury, presented the Petition of 
Thomas J. Chiprnan and others, of West Newbury, for the 
enactment of a law requiring that the duration of the daily 
sessions of the General Court shall be not less than eight 
hours.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in 
State Expenditures.

Mr. Batcheller, of Sutton, presented the Remonstrance of 
Harvey Dodge and others, against the Petition of John Darl
ing and others.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Report of the Inspectors and other officers of the State 
Prison, was taken from the table, and referred to the Commit
tee on Prisons.

The Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Reform 
School was taken from the table, and referred to the Commit
tee on Public Charilable Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
A Report of the Joint Special Committee on the Order 

relative to the adoption of a Joint Rule in regard to the sig-
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natures of Petitions, was read, recommending that the follow
ing be adopted as Rule fortieth of the Senate, and Rule 
seventieth of the House, namely:—“ No member shall present 
any Petitions, Remonstrances, Memorials, or papers of a like 
nature, which are not authenticated by written signatures.”

On motion, the Report was accepted, and the Rule adopted.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee 
on Public Charitable Institutions, on the Order relative to the 
union of towns for the purchase of farms and the establish
ment of almshouses, was read, and placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

The Petition of Samuel S. Lewis, and others, for an Act of 
incorporation as the North American Depot and Wharf Com
pany, and

The Petition of Samuel J. Goodwin for leave to extend a 
wharf at Swampscott,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance.

The Petition of S. S. Arnold and others, asking that the 
Cambridge Horse Railroad Company may be required to re
move their present rails and substitute therefor others less dan
gerous to public travel,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of the Pro
prietors of the Locks and Canals on Connecticut River, at 
South Hadley.

Severally in concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order 
relative to abolishing the Executive Council, was adopted. 
After debate the vote was taken, and the motion was lost.
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The House then proceeded to the consideration of the Sen
ate Bill to repeal certain Acts concerning Persons under Sen
tence of Death.

Mr. Marble, of Boston, offered an amendment to the same, 
but before taking any action thereon

The House
Adjourned.



Wednesday, February 25, 185T.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Sargent, of Essex,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

propriety of repealing so much of the law of this Common
wealth as provides that persons chosen to serve as Surveyors 
of Highways, Surveyors of Lumber, Surveyors of Wood and 
Bark, and Field Drivers, be required to take an oath.

Mr. Tyler, of Adams, presented the Petition of Andrew J. 
Babbitt and others, of Windsor; also,

The Petition of B. B. Richmond and others, of Cheshire,

Severally for the removal of the Registry of Deeds from 
Lanesborough to South Adams.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia inquire into 

the expediency of procuring from the Department at Wash
ington having custody thereof, copies of the Pay Rolls for the 
services of the Militia of Massachusetts in defence of the 
Commonwealth, during the War of eighteen hundred and 
twelve to eighteen hundred and fifteen.

On motion of the same gentleman,
Ordered, That the Committee on so much of the Govern

or’s Address as relates to Retrenchment and Reform in State 
Expenditures, inquire into the expediency of so amending the 

18
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Constitution as to connect the office of Lieutenant-Governor 
with the actual legislation of the Commonwealth, by making 
him, e x  officio, President of the Senate.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, was 
taken up and adopted.

Mr. Fales, of West Brookfield, presented the Petition of 
Samuel Bliss, of Warren, asking for an alteration of boundary 
line between said town and West Brookfield.

Mr. Alden, of Duxbury, presented the Remonstrance of the 
Town of Duxbury, against the Petition of Alexander Holmes 
and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Hammond, of Nantucket, presented the Petition of 
Charles G. Coffin and others, of Nantucket, for alteration of 
the laws relative to pilotage.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
that subject.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of Warren 
Ordway and Company and others, in aid of that of the Union 
Bank, Haverhill, for increase of Capital.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of Messrs. 
Lucus and Mayberry, for payment for medical attendance upon 
Margaret Peters, one of the Chappequiddic Indians.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Rev. E. Plempstead, Chaplain of State Prison, for increase of 
salary.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Mr. Crowell, of Yarmouth, presented the Petition of George 
Shove and others;



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1857. 209

Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable, the Petition of B. S. Pope, and 
others,

Severally in aid of that of the Middleborough and Taunton 
Railroad Company.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, presented the Petition of Mar
shall S. Rice and others, asking for further time to locate and 
construct the New York and Boston Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of Bar
nard C. Marchant, Guardian of the Chappequiddic Indians, 
for aid in repairing their School-house.

The same gentleman also presented the Petition of Isaac 
D. Rose and others, Overseers of the Gay-Head Indians for an 
appropriation for the purpose of building a School-house.

Severally referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Prescott, of Westford, presented the Remonstrance of 
J. B. Fletcher and others, of Westford ;

Mr. Lawrence,of Tyngsborough, presented the Remonstrance 
of Ebenezer Gibson and others, of Tyngsborough ; also,

The Remonstrance of Benjamin French and others, of 
Dunstable,

Severally against the Petition of the Essex Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Patrick, of Bedford, presented the Petition of 
F. Hinckley, of Hyannis,
Sidney Brooks and others, of Harwich,
C. A. Stebbins and others, of Deerfield,
C. W. Reding and others, of Manchester,
Aaron D. Weld and others, of Winchester;
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Mr. Johnson, of Upton—The Petition of Levi Fish and 
others, of Upton,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, presented the Petition of Shel
don Crowell and others, of Harwich, for alteration of the 
Pilot Laws.

Referred to the committee having charge of that subject.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of Wil
liam Potter and others, in aid of that of Philip Ulman and 
others.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Swift, of Boston, presented the Petition of E. R. Liv
ingston and others, for remuneration for labor performed on 
the preparation of an Index and Catalogue of papers, and a 
General Index of the Journals of the House of Representa
tives.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Order of 
February seventh, relative to Agents of Fire Insurance Com
panies, and

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of January 
twenty-second, relative to the repeal of the Insolvent Laws) 
also,

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, on the Order of February thirteenth, relative to embez
zlement by Auctioneers and Brokers,
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Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
*

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill,
“ To repeal an Act relative to Suits against Executors and 
Administrators,” reported,

That the same ought not to pass.

And the above Reports were severally placed in the Orders 
of the Day.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Senate Resolve, “ Authorizing J. In- 
gersoll Bovvditcb, Executor of the last Will and Testament of 
the late Ephraim Peabody, to sell certain Real Estate of the 
Testator,” reported,

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of February second, relative to altera
tion of the thirty-first section of the two hundred and eighty- 
fourth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
reported

A Bill, “ In addition to the several Acts for the relief of In
solvent Debtors and the more equal distribution of their effects.”

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of January twenty- 
first, relative to an alteration of the two hundred and sixty- 
fourth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
reported

A Bill, “ To exempt certain articles from Attachment and 
Execution.”

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile Af
fairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of the 
President and Directors of the Boston Submarine and Wreck
ing Company, reported

A Bill, “ Authorizing the Boston Submarine and Wrecking
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Company to change its Name, and to increase its Capital 
Stock.” ,

And the said Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

The Resolves for the Amendment of the Constitution, 
relative to Justices of the Peace, were taken from the table 
and placed in the Orders of the -Day.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, That the Insurance Commissioners be and they 

are hereby requested to make an investigation into the present 
condition and past business transactions of the Shawmut 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of Boston, and report thereon 
to the Legislature, as soon as may be, making such sugges
tions in addition thereto as may by them be deemed advisable 
in the premises.

The Petitions of
Abner R. Tucker and others,
Baze Norton and others,
The Selectmen of Swanzey, and 
The Essex Company,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on the Fisheries.

The Petition of Lewis C. Gerrish and others, was recommit
ted to the Committee on Agriculture.

The Report of the Committee appointed by the last Legis
lature, under the Resolve in relation to lands in the Back 
Back Bay, was committed to the Joint Special Committee 
having charge of that subject.

The Petition of Stephen Sibley and others, for an Act of 
Incorporation for manufacturing purposes, was referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures.

The Petition of the Selectmen of Southwick, for an altera
tion of the School Laws, so that they may receive their share
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of the State School Fund, was referred to the Committee on 
Education.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
Chester Adams and others,
Butters and Company and others,
The Essex Bridge Corporation,
Joseph Fowler and others,
The City of Boston,
William Tafts and others.

Severally in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, to incorporate the Boston Kansas Com
pany, (which originated in the Senate,) and

The Engrossed Resolve, authorizing the Treasurer to borrow 
money in anticipation of the Revenue, (which originated in 
the House,) were severally passed, and the former to be enacted, 
and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the unfinished business of yesterday, to wit: 
The Bill, “ To repeal certain Acts concerning persons under 
sentence of Death.”

By leave of the House, Mr. Marble, of Boston, withdrew 
his amendment to the same.

The question then recurred on ordering the Bill to a third 
reading; pending which, but before taking any action thereon, 
the doors were closed, and a call of the House was ordered, 
on motion of Mr. Smith, of Chicopee. And the Roll having 
been called, it appeared that there were one hundred and sev
enty-one members present.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, it was
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms bring in the absentees, 

and that they be required to give their reasons for their 
absence.
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In accordance with the Order, the Clerk proceeded to call 
the names of the absentees, pending which, the farther execu
tion of the Order was dispensed with, on motion of Mr. 
Schouler, of West Cambridge.

On motion,

The House

Adjourned.



Thursday, February 26, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Blood, of Taunton, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That no member be allowed to speak more than 
fifteen minutes on any one subject, unless by leave of the ma
jority of the members present.

Mr. Dresser of Stockbridge, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule:—

Ordered, That during the remainder of the present session, 
no member shall speak longer than twenty minutes at any one 
time.

On motion of Mr. Adams, Lowell,
Odered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire and report whether any legislation is necessary to 
protect Executors and Administrators, Assignees of Insolvent 
Debtors, Sheriffs, and other officers, in the sale of spirituous 
and intoxicating liquors, in the discharge of their respective 
duties.

On motion of Mr. Foster, of Andover,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of recommending limitation of 
the debates of the House, or other means whereby business 
may be facilitated.

On motion of Mr. Bates, of Plymouth,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any further legislation is necessary in relation to the 
authority of Constables, so as to empower them to serve Writs 

19
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exceeding in amount that now prescribed by law, and to in
elude the Counties in which they may reside, suita > e ion s 
being required therefor; also, in relation to the Fees of Deputy- 
Sheriffs, and the above-named officers.

On motion of Mr. Hinsdale, of Blandford,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of passing an Act limiting the power of the 
County Commissioners in respect to lown Roads.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any legislation is necessary to provide for taking de
positions in criminal cases.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any further legislation is necessary in addition to 
chapter sixty-sixth of the Statutes of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, relating to dissolution of Attachments.

Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield, presented the Petition of Wil
liam Hale, and others, of Deerfield, for repeal of the Act of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, concerning the Rights of Jurors.

Mr. Wilson, of Dalton, presented the Remonstrance of A. 
C. Morse and others, of Dalton ;

Mr. Burlingham, of Lanesborough, presented the Remon
strances of

William Hadsell and others, of Hancock,
William A. Morey, and others,
Hezekiah Sabin and others, and 
William Young and others, 

severally of Williamstown ; also, the Remonstrance of 
Elihu Ingraham and others, of New Ashford,

Severally against the Removal of the Registry of Deeds 
from Lanesborough to South Adams.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
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Mr. Prescott, of Westford, presented the Petition of Solo
mon Richardson and others, of Westford, for an Amendment 
to the Constitution, relative to Trial Justices.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, presented the Petition of B. F- 
Jackson and others, of Lowell;

Mr. Clapp, of Southampton—the Petitions of 
Samuel Farrar and others, of Pepperell,
J. M. Wilder and others, of Holliston,
John Buntin and others, of Newburyport,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Griggs, of Westborough, presented the Petition of J. 
H. Hero and others, of Westborough ;

Mr. Marble, of Boston, presented the Petition of William 
R. Stacy and others, of Boston,

Severally for an Asylum for Inebriates.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, presented the Petition of Abram 
R. Thompson and others for a reduction of tolls on Charles 
River and Warren Bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn presented the Petition of George K. 
Perear and others, for an Act of Incorporation for the Second 
Baptist Society, in Lynn.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious So
cieties.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of William 
D. Swan and others, of Dorchester, for a Horse Railroad from 
Roxbury Line to Meeting-House Hill, in Dorchester.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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Mr. Trask, of Springfield, presented the Petition of Ches
ter W. Chapin and others, of Springfield, for an Act of incor
poration as an Insurance Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Currier, of Salisbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
William Svvett and others, of Amesbury ;

Mr. Lawrence, of Tyngsborough, presented the Remon
strances of

Joseph Upton and others, of Tyngsborough, and 
Ira Hall and others, of Dunstable;

Mr. Richardson, of Dracut—The Remonstrance of Charles 
B. Varnum and others, of Dracut;

Mr. Stoue, of Groton, the Remonstrance of Nathaniel S. 
Gibson and others, of Groton,

Severally against the Petition of the Essex Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, presented a second Petition of the 
County Commissioners of Worcester, for authority to borrow 
money.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Public Buildings.

Mr. Hunt, of Kingston, presented the Petition of the Town 
of Kingston; also,

The Petition of Samuel Ring and others, of Duxbury,

Severally in aid of the Petition of Alexander Holmes and 
others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Bradley, of Tisbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
Seth Daggett and others, of Tisbury, against the Petition of 
Z. D. Bassett and others;

Mr. Kimball, of Newburyport, presented the Petition of R. 
Bayley and others, for relief from payment of Commissioners’ 
Fees on Pilotage,
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Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee on the 
subject of the alteration of the Pilot Laws.

Mr. Swift, of Boston, presented the Petition of Jonas W. 
Clark and others, of Boston, for leave to organize a Military 
Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Mr. Wood, of Hopkinton, presented the Petition of Samuel 
Davenport and others, of Hopkinton, asking for an Amend
ment to the Constitution limiting the length of the Session of 
the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in 
State Expenditures.

Mr. Davis, of Westport, presented the Petition of John II. 
Sisson and others, of Westport, relative to the House of Cor
rection in Bristol County.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on Leave 
of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to Mr. Loring, of Charles
town, for eleven days, from the twenty-eighth instant.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was referred the Order of February twenth-sixth, 
relative to the sale of Poultry, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
And said Reports were severally accepted, and the latter 

sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Jona
than Pratt and others, and

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of B. F. Thompson and others, severally reported that the
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Petitioners have leave to withdraw, and these Reports were 
placed in the, Orders of the Day.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Order of 
January twenty-seventh, relative to the Act concerning Town 
and City Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, reported

A Bill, “ To repeal an Act to incorporate Towns and Cities 
into Mutual Fire Insurance Companies at their election.”

Mr. Webster, of Boston, from the Committee on County 
Estimates, to whom was referred the estimates of the sev. 
eral counties for the grant of their taxes for the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, reported

A Resolve granting taxes for the several counties; and the 
Resolve and Bill were read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Medford and 

Charlestown Railroad Company, was read and ordered to a 
second reading.

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals con
sider the expediency of requiring all Horse Railroad Corpora
tions to construct their roads within six months after the 
location of the road, or such location to be void.

The Petitions of
The Broadway Railroad Company,
I he Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Company,
I he Middleborough and Taunton Railroad Company,
I he Fitchburg Railroad Company,

Mere severally recommitted to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petitions of
Francis Curtis,
Tisdale Drake,
William Tewksbury,
William Wright,
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Edwin Rice,
John Perkins and others,
George H. Williams and others,
James G. Tarr and others,
George Dunham and others, and 
The Fort Hill Corporation,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Mercan- 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Petitions of
Henry Howland and others,
Erastus Ware and others,
Stephen P. Fuller and others,
Leonard Richmond and others,
Josiah Gray and others, and 
Josephus Wilder and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of the Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company, 
for leave to build an additional track through certain streets in 
Boston, and

A Petition of the same for an amendment of Charter, and
A Petition of the Boston and New York Central Railroad 

Company, for extension of time in which to construct their 
road,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

The Petition of Moses G. Farmer and another, for the in
corporation of the United States Telegraph Company,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of
B. H. Brown and others,
Ephraim Brown and others.

A second Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of 
Lewis C. Gerrish and others.
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The Petition of Sheldon Crowell and other* was recom
mitted to the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies.

Severally in concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on Banks and Banking, on 
the Order relative to increasing the present rate of tax on Banks, 
came down non-concurred in the recommitment of the same 
with instructions to the said committee; and on motion of 
Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, the whole subject was laid on the 
table.

The hour specially assigned for the choice of Major-General 
of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, 
having arrived, Mr. Hale, of Boston, offered the following 
Order:—

Ordered, That Brigadier-General Samuel Andrews be, and 
he hereby is, appointed on the part of this House, Major-Gen
eral of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia.

On motion of Mr. Tufts, of Charlestown, the Previous 
Question was ordered.

And on motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, the Yeas and Nays 
were ordered on the question, and the Roll having been called, 
it appeared that there were one hundred and forty-one Yeas 
and one hundred and fifty-five Nays, so the Order was 
rejected.

Thereupon Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, offered the following 
Order:—

Ordered, That Brigadier-General Ebenezer W. Pierce, of 
Freetown, be, and hereby is, appointed on the part of this 
House Major-General of the First Division of the Massachu
setts Militia.

On motion, it was ordered, that when the question is taken, 
it be taken by Yeas and Nays.

And thereupon
The House

Adjourned.



Friday, February 27, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Templeton, it was
Ordered, That all debate upon the Bill to repeal certain 

Acts concerning Persons under Sentence of Death, in its pres
ent stage, shall terminate in half an hour after said Bill shall 
be taken up.

Mr. Woodberry, of Manchester, presented the Remonstrance 
of citizens of the town of Manchester, against the Petition of 
A. W. Smith and others.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, presented the Petition of Charles B. 
Hall and others, relative to the rate of interest to be paid by 
the State for loans from the Banks.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Perham, of Chelmsford, presented the Remonstrance of 
William Fletcher and others, of Chelmsford, against the Peti
tion of the Essex Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Davis of Greenfield, presented the Petition of Samuel 
H. Reed, Sheriff of Franklin County, for reimbursement of ex
pense incurred in defending in suit brought against him for 
destroying certain liquors under the Order of Court.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.
20
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Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of John 
P. Putnam and Samuel Lawrence, for an increase of Capital 
Stock of the Pemberton Mill.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Hyde, of Newton, presented the Petition of Stephen 
Perry and others, of Watertown, that a portion of that town 
may be set off and annexed to Newton.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Lovell, of Barnstable, presented the Petition of Water
man Eldridge and others, in aid of the Petition of the Mid- 
dleborough and Taunton Railroad Company.

Mr. Burrage, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of Hiram 
Brooks, of Cambridge, for leave to extend his Wharf.

Mr. Bacheller, of Lynn, presented the Petition of E. W. 
Mudge and others, to be incorporated as an Aqueduct Com
pany.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Blood, of Taunton, 
was indefinitely postponed.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Dresser, of Stockbridge, 
was taken up, and after debate, rejected.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That on and after Monday next, this House meet 

at two o’clock, P. M., and that the Order of the seventeenth 
of February, requiring two sessions per day, be and is hereby 
rescinded.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That when the Roll shall have been called, or the
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Yeas and Nays taken, the Clerk shall append to his record 
thereof, a list of such members as were absent upon the regu
lar duties of committees : provided, that every member so 
mentioned, shall first give seasonable notice to the Clerk, of 
his absence and its cause.

Severally laid over, under the Rule.

On motion of Mr. Stephens, of Beverly,
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons be instructed to 

inquire if the interests of the State have been justly protected 
in the contracts made for the labor of the Prisoners in the State 
Prison at Charlestown.

The Annual Report of the Commissioners of Alien Passen
gers, was taken from the table, and

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

A Communication was received from the Secretary, asking 
instructions relative to an application made to him by the 
Canadian Parliament, for certain printed Public Documents.

Referred to the Committee on the Library.

Severally sent up concurrence.

A Communication was received from the Attorney-General, 
transmitting his Annual Report, together with the Abstracts of 
the Annual Reports of the District-Attorneys, and the same 
were laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to Mr. Charles Hale, of 
Boston, for one week from the twenty-eighth instant.

Accepted.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, from the Committee on the Library, to 
whom was referred the Order of February sixth, relative to 
the printing and distribution of Public Documents, reported

A Bill relative to Public Reports and Documents.
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Mr. ¡Spooner, of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the Order of February eleventh, relative 
to amending chapter one hundred and thirty-first, of the Acts 
of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act establishing the Salaries of 
certain Public Officers.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred an Order of January twenty- 
seventh, relative to the Entry of Actions at law terms of the 
Supreme Court, reported

A Bill in relation to the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Ju
dicial Court.

And these Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

An Engrossed Bill, In addition to an Act to incorporate 
the Berkshire Mutual Fire Insurance Company, (which origi
nated in the House of Representatives,) was passed to be 
enacted and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
The Remonstrance of the Old Colony Railroad Company 

against the Petition of the Middleborough and Taunton Rail
road Company, was referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
Samuel J. Goodwin,
Abraham Read and others,
Samuel S. Lewis and others, and
The New York and Newfoundland and London Tele

graph Company,
Severally in concurrence.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Foster, of 
Andover, relative to a limitation of the debates in the House, 
was adopted, and the motion was

Placed in the Orders of the Day.
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The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first mat
ter being the Order relative to the election of Major-General 
of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, moved to amend the same, by strik
ing out all after the word “ that,” and inserting the following, to 
w it: The House proceed to elect a Major-General of the First 
Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, by ballot.

After debate, the amendment was adopted ; and the ques
tion then recurring on adopting the Order, as amended, the 
Roll was called, and it appeared that there were one hundred 
and seventy-eight Yeas, and one hundred and twenty-three 
Nays. So the Order was adopted.

The House then proceeded to ballot, and the vote having 
been taken, it appeared, on the second ballot, that 

E b e n e z e r  W. P ierce  
was again elected on the part of the House.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the un
finished business of Wednesday, the same being the Bill, “ To 
repeal certain Acts concerning persons under sentence of 
Death,” the question being on ordering the Bill to a third 
reading.

Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen, moved to amend the Bill by 
substituting a new Bill; pending the discussion of which 
motion, the whole subject was laid on the table, and thereupon

The House
Adjourned.
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Saturday, February 28, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of revising the whole system of Fees of Con
stables and Sheriffs, and their Deputies, or of establishing an 
entirely new system for the same, for the purpose of better 
compensating said officers, and establishing with certainty the 
costs payable by parties to suits.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, 
was laid on the table.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, 
was taken up, when Mr. Vose, of Springfield, proposed a sub
stitute for the same, as follows:—

“ Ordered, That after Monday next, the House meet daily 
at ten o’clock, A. M., and that the Order of February seven
teenth, requiring two sessions per day, be, and is hereby, 
rescinded.”

After debate, the whole subject was laid on the table, but 
was subsequently taken up, and the amendment of Mr. Vose, 
of Springfield, was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Bates, of Plymouth,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of reporting a Bill, “ Providing for the election of 
School Committees in rotation and for the term of three years, 

21



230 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

so that one-third of said committees, as nearly as may be, 
shall be chosen every year.”

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Nevvburyport,
Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee on the subject 

of Imprisonment for Debt, have leave to report in print.

Mr. Burlingame, of Adams, presented the Petition of Thom
as A. Brayton and others, of Adams, for a limitation of the 
Sessions of the Legislature to one hundred days.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Petition of Thomas 
Worcester and others, to be incorporated as the New Church 
Institute in Waltham.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, presented the Remonstrance of thir
teen Insurance Companies and fifty Mercantile Firms, of Bos
ton, against an alteration in the Laws relative to Pilotage.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hudson, from the Committee on Education, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Barnstable County Educa
tional Association, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Mr. "V ose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February four
teenth, relative to employment of Assistant Counsel in trials 
of indictment; also,

O'1 the Order of February twenty-fourth, relative to the 
Record of Deeds and other Instruments by Clerks of Towns 
and Cities, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day.
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Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of James Huckins andj'others, for .protection 

against trespasses in the Beach and Fiats at Squantum, in 
Quincy, was referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of Henry 
A. Snow, Agent.

Severally in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ Concerning the PoliceaCourt of the City of Worcester 
“ To incorporate the Young Men’s Union, of Salem;”
“ Relating to the Public Library in the City of Boston,” 

(all of which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

The Resolves, “ In favor of the State Farm at Westbo- 
rough,” were takenifrom the table, and placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Order to 
the Committee on the Judiciary relative to a limitation of the 
debates of the House’was adopted, was lost.

The Bills,
“ To incorporate the’Dorchester Athenaeum;”
“ Concerning Probate Courts in the County of Berkshire 
“ Relatingdo the Police Court of the City of Lawrence 
“ Concerning Loan Fund Associations;”
“ To amend the Charter of the John Hancock Bank, of 

Springfield;”
“ To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Essex Mu

tual Fire Insurance Company;”
“ To amend the twenty-first section of the eighty-third chap-
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ter of the Revised Statutes, relative to the Bond of the Reg
ister of Probate

“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Medford and 
Charlestown Railroad Company;” and

The Resolves,
“ On the Petition of Samuel Houghton, Agent of the Pro

prietors of Roxbury, Maine;”
“ Authorizing J. Ingersoll Bowditch, Executor of the last 

Will and Testament of the late Ephraim Peabody, to sell 
Real Estate,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bill, “ For the better establishment of the Police 
Court of the City of Springfield and

The House Resolve, “ In favor of the families of Solon H. 
Tenney, late WTarden, and Galen C. Walker, late Deputy- 
Warden of the State Prison,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) on the Petition of 
The Wareham School Committee,
B. F. Thompson and others, and 
Jonathan Pratt and others,

Were severally accepted, and the first two sent up for con
currence.

The Report (asking to be discharged) on the Petition'of 
Thomas Patten and others, was accepted, and the Order sent 
up foFconcurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of Jan. 
uary twenty-fifth, relative to Amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States, in regard to the manner of electing Pres
ident ;
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On the Order of January seventeenth, relative to Landlords 
and Tenants;

On the Order of January twenty-seventh, relative to Tax
ation of Stock or Raw Material;

On the Order of February thirteenth, relative to Embezzle
ment by Auctioneers and Brokers ; and

(Leave to withdraw) on the Petition of the Lynn Flour and 
Grain League,

Were severally accepted, and the first and last mentioned, 
sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, “ In addition to an Act to Protect the Property of 
Married Women,” was amended, and on motion of Mr. Ran- 
ney, of Boston, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Endicott, of Canton, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet on 

Tuesday next, at ten o’clock, A. M.

And thereupon, on motion,

The House
Adjourned.
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