
e x t r a  s e s s i o n

On the fourteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, being the day to 
which the General Court stood prorogued, the members of the 
House of Representatives convened in the Representatives’ 
Chamber, and were called to order by the Speaker.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Conant, of Scituate.

A Message was received, informing the House that a quo
rum of that branch had assembled, and,

On motion, Mr. Hale, of Boston, was charged with a mes
sage to the Senate, informing that branch that a quorum of 
the House had assembled and were ready to proceed upon the 
public business.

Ordered, in concurrence, That Messrs. Messinger and 
Atwood, of the Senate, and

Messrs. Brooks, of Princeton,
Sawyer, of Charlestown,
Bradbury, of Boston,
Dodge, of Pittsfield, and 

rf, Sherman, of Plymouth,
of the House, be a Committee to wait upon the Governor 
and inform him that the two branches of the legislature, hav
ing assembled, are about to proceed upon the public busi
ness, and are ready to receive any communication it may be 
his pleasure to make to them.

And subsequently Mr. Brooks, from the said Committee, 
reported that they had attended to the duty assigned them, 
and that his Excellency was pleased to say that, as the present 
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session was called for a specific purpose, he had no commu
nication to make.

A Communication was received from the Secretary, trans
mitting the Returns of the census of legal voters from the 
several cities and towns of the Commonwealth ; also a printed 
abstract of the same, agreeable to the Order of the Legis
lature, of May twenty-ninth.

On motion, the same were laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, the operation of 
the twenty-third Rule of the House, relating to motions for 
reconsideration, was suspended during the present session.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Templeton, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn it be to meet to

morrow at ten o’clock, A. M., and that ten A. M. be the hour 
of meeting until otherwise ordered.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleboro’,
Ordered, That

Messrs. Wood, of Middleboro’,
Davis, of Greenfield,
Bachelier, of Sutton,
Hale, of Boston, and 
Grammer, of Woburn,

with such as the Senate may join, be a Committee to consider 
and report in what mode the legislature shall proceed to the 
despatch of the business of the session.

Sent up for concurrence.

Subsequently, a Report of the above committee was re
ceived from the Senate, recommending the adoption of the 
following Order:—

Ordered, that a Committee be appointed, consisting of one 
Senator from each senatorial district, and thirty-one Represent
atives to be apportioned equally as near as may be to the 
census of legal voters in the several counties, to report a Bill 
for the apportionment of representatives, and, a Bill to divide 
the State into Districts for the. choice of Senators and Coun
cillors. And
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Messrs. Shaw, of Dukes and Nantucket; Swift, of Barn
stable; Wheeler, of Plymouth; Ames, of Bristol; Merrick, of 
Norfolk; Taylor, of Berkshire; Green, of Franklin; Bliss, of 
Hampden; Warner, of Hampshire; Taft, of Worcester; Al- 
bee, of Middlesex; flunking, of Essex; and Messinger, of 
Suffolk, were appointed on the part of the Senate.

The House concurred and the Speaker took time to appoint 
the Committee on the part of the House.

Adjourned.





Wednesday, July 15, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, offered the following Order 
which, on motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, was laid on the 
table:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to prepare and report a Bill providing for an apportionment of 
Representatives to the several Counties as follows:—

To the County of Suffolk,. . 28
U a Essex, . . 32
a a Middlesex, . 39
u u Worcester, . 33
u a Hampshire, . . 8
u u Hampden, . 12
u u Franklin, . 8
u a Berkshire, . 11
u a Norfolk, . 20
u a Bristol, . . 20
a a Plymouth, . 17
u a Barnstable, . . 9
a a Dukes County, . 1
u a Nantucket, . . 2

210
And provid ng also for the manner of calling and conduct
the meetings for the choice of Representatives, and of ascer
taining their election.
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Mr. Endicott, of Canton, offered the following Order :—
Ordered, That the several Standing and Special Committees 

of the House, except the Committees on the Pay Roll, on 
Leave of Absence, on Bills in Third Reading, and on Engrossed 
Bills, be discharged.

And the vote having been taken on the adoption of the 
same, it was decided in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Morissey, of Nantucket,
Ordered, That the Clerk cause the Journal of the present 

session to be printed from day to day, according to the pro
visions of the Order for that purpose, of the last session.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the Com
mittee under the Senate Order, relative to the apportionment 
of Representatives, and districting the State for Senators and 
Councillors, viz.:

Messrs. Hudson, of Lexington,
Lee, of Charlestown,
Hard, of Lowell,
Ballard, of Framingham,
Gardner, of Shirley,
Thayer, of Boston,
Hale, of Boston,
Bradbury, of Boston,
A. J. Wright, of Boston,
Harmon, of Lawrence,
Taggart, of Haverhill,
Webber, of Gloucester,
Andrews, of Danvers,
Bailey, of Fitchburg,
Cogswell, of Worcester,
Bacheller, of Sutton,
Smith, of Templeton,
Deming, of Northampton,
Wells, of Chicopee,
Purple, of Gill,
Dodge, of Pittsfield,
Endicott, of Canton,
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Brewer, of Roxbuvy,
White, of Medway,
Morrill, of Fall River,
Crapo, of New Bedford,
Fox, of Taunton,
Sherman, of Plymouth,
Whiten, o£ Hingham,
Atwood, of Provincetown, and 
Morissey, of Nantucket.

Ordered, in concurrence, that Messrs. Hoar, Burbank, and 
Taylor, of the Senate, and

Messrs. Ranney, of Boston,
Wood, of Middleborough,
Prescott, of Salem,
E. Wright, of Boston,
Keyes, of Watertown,
Titcomb, of Lynnfield,
Fitch, of Sheffield, and 
Shaw, of Belchertown.

be a Committee to report a Bill relative to the manner of call
ing meetings for the choice of Representatives.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, announced the death, (in the recess,) 
of Mr. Furber, one of the members from that town, and there
upon,

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Lynn, a message was sent to 
the Governor and Council, informing them of the death of 
Mr. Furber.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, was also charged with a similar 
message to the Senate.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, offered the following Resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted .

Resolved, That this House has heard with feelings of 
peculiar sorrow and regret, of the decease of our late associate 
and friend, Charles Furber, a representative from the town of
Andover. .. , f ...

Resolved, That the modest, unobtrusive manners, and faith-
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fal devotion to duty which characterized the deceased, are 
remembered by us with abiding satisfaction.

Resolved, That we sympathize in their affliction, with his 
bereaved family and friends upon whom this loss has fallen, 
and with his fellow-citizens, so unexpectedly deprived of his 
services and example.

Resolved, That these Resolve^ be entered on the Journal 
of the House, and a copy of the same transmitted to the fam
ily of the deceased. And that, as a further token of respect 
to his memory, the House do now adjourn.

Adjourned.



Thursday July 16, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem, the Returns of the 
Census of Legal Voters from the several cities and towns of 
the Commonwealth; also, a printed Abstract of the same,were 
taken from the table and referred to a Joint Special Committee, 
consisting of thirty-one members on the part of the House, 
with such as the Senate may join. And the Speaker appointed 
the following gentlemen as the Committee on the part of the 
House, viz.:—

Messrs. Browne, of Dorchester,
Lothrop, of Cohasset,
Russell, of Boston,
Gay, of Boston,
Field, of Boston,
Porter, of Boston,
Putnam, of Danvers,
Chase, of Lynn,
Kimball, of Salem,
Atwood, of Newburyport,
Hyde, of Newton,
Wood, of Hopkinton,
Grammer, of Woburn,
Lamkin, of Melrose,
Lawrence, of Tyngsborough,
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Twiss, of Worcester,
Harris, of Winchendon,
Allen, of Grafton,
Robbins, of Millbury,
Smith, of South Hadley,
Smith, of Chicopee,
Bardwell, of Buckland,
Fitch, of Sheffield,
Lewis, of Fairhaven,
Blood, of Taunton,
Davis, of Westport,
Johnson, of Abington,
Bates, of Plymouth,
Kinney, of Wareham,
Lovell, of Barnstable, and 
Vinson, of Edgartown.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee to whom 
was referred the Order relative to the Apportionment of Rep
resentatives, and Districting the State for the choice of Sen
ators and Councillors, under the Constitution, reported, (in 
part,)

A Bill to apportion Representatives to the several Counties, 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading.

And on motion, the House

Adjourned.



Friday July IT, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, was excused, at his own request, 
from serving on the Committee to whom was referred the 
Returns of the Census of Legal Voters from the several Cities 
and Towns of the Commonwealth, and Mr. Nelson, of Boston,, 
appointed in his place.

Mr. Johnson, of Upton, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the Committee to whom was referred the 

Returns of Legal Voters, be authorized to send for persons 
and papers, and to take such other measures as shall, in their 
judgment, be deemed necessary; and the question having been 
taken on the adoption of the same, it was decided in the 
negative.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, offered the following Order, 
which was laid on the table:—

Ordered, That the Joint Special Committee to whom were 
referred the Returns of the Census of Legal Voters of the 
several Cities and Towns of the Commonwealth, be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof.

3



836 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

The Bill, “ To apportion Representatives to the several 
Counties,” was read twice, under a suspension of the Rule, 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Saturday July 18, 185?

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Armington, of Boston, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 

at twelve o’clock, M., on Monday next.

Ordered, That the Committee on the subject of Districting 
the State for Senators and Councillors, &c., have leave to sit 
during the daily sessions of the House.

Adjourned.





M o n d a y , J u l y  2 0 , 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Joint Special Com
mittee on the subject of the manner of calling meetings for 
the elections of Representatives, reported (in part)

A Bill, “ Relating to Elections;” and the same was read 
three times, under a suspension of the Rules, and passed to 
be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Report (from the Senate) of the Joint Special Com
mittee to whom was referred the Communication of the Sec
retary, covering the Returns of the Census of Legal Voters 
of the several Cities and Towns of the Commonwealth, was 
accepted, in concurrence.

Adjourned.





Tuesday July 21, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be adjourned to  

meet at two and one-half o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, it was
Ordered, That the Rev. William R. Alger be invited to 

address the members of the House, in the Representatives’ 
Chamber, at such time, during the present session, as may suit 
his convenience.

ö
Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

No quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Morris, of Wil- 
braham,

The House

Adjourned.



W e d n e s d a y , J u l y  22 , 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Bill relating to Elections, came down from the Senate, 
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an amendment.

On motion, the House non-concurred in the adoption of 
said amendment, and the Bill was returned to the Senate.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Order, inviting the Rev. William R. Alger to 
address the members of the House, was adopted. And said 
motion, under a suspension of the Rule, was carried, and the 
Order was laid on the table.

Mr. Wells, of Chicopee, on leave, introduced a Bill to 
divide the Commonwealth into forty Districts for the choice 
of Senators, and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, it was
Ordered, That the several Plans for Districting the State, 

proposed in the Joint Special Committee or in either House of 
the Legislature, be printed, and that a sufficient number be 
printed for the use of the members of both Houses; and that 
the Maps furnished by the Sergeant-at-Arms, under votes of 
the Committee, be considered as furnished for the use of the
two Houses.

Sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Parker, of Worcester, the Bill to divide 
the Commonwealth into forty Districts for the choice of Sen
ators, was read a second time, under a suspension of the Rule, 
and, pending the question on ordering the same to a third 
reading, the same gentleman proposed a substitute therefor; 
pending the consideration of which,

The House

Adjourned.



Thursday July 2o, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to Messrs. Parsons, mem
ber from Ludlow, and White, member from Holyoke, for the 
remainder of the session from and after Thursday, the twenty- 
third instant. And the question being taken on the accept
ance of the Report, it was decided in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Parsons, of Ludlow, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet at 

three o’clock, P. M.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Hay, the first 
matter being the Bill to divide the Commonwealth into forty 
Districts, for the choice of Senators, the question being on 
the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Parker, of Worcester; 
pending the question on which,

The House

6
Adjourned.
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A F T E R X O O N S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

Tlie House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the same 
being the Unfinished Business of the morning session, viz.: 
the substitute proposed by Mr. Parker, of Worcester, to the 
Bill to divide the Commonwealth into forty Districts, for the 
choice of Senators; but before taking the question thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



Friday, July 24, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Johnson, of Abington, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth furnish 

and transmit to the town clerks of each town in the Common
wealth, a map of the Senatorial Districts apportioned under 
the Constitutional Amendments.

The map shall be of a size not exceeding forty-eight by 
thirty-six inches, and the districts shall be properly colored and 
designated by their proper number or names.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, offered the following Order
Ordered, .That the Committee on Printing furnish to this 

House a sufficient number of maps of the State to supply one 
to each member, with town and county lines and names of 
towns only drawn thereon : provided, the cost of such maps 
shall not exceed one dollar each.

Severally laid over, under the Rule.

A Bill, (from the Senate,) relating to Elections, substituted 
in that branch for the House Bill, with the same title, under a 
supension of the Rule, was read three times, and passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence.

On motion, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet at 

three o’clock, P. M.
Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment. •

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the Bill, (introduced by Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,) 
to divide the Commonwealth into forty districts for the choice 
of Senators, the question being on the adoption of the substi
tute proposed therefor by Mr. Parker, of Worcester, and the 
vote having been taken on the adoption of the same, it was 
carried in the affirmative.

The question then recurred on ordering the Bill adopted as 
a substitute, to a third reading, on which question the Yeas 
and Nays were ordered, whereupon Mr. Littlefield asked to be 
excused from voting thereon.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem, the Yeas and Nays 
were ordered on the question of excusing Mr. Littlefield, and 
the Roll having been called, it appeared that it was carried in 
the negative—sixty-one Yeas, one hundred and sixty-four 
Nays.

/
On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston,

The House

Adjourned.



Saturday July 25, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Johnson, of Abington, 
Also, the Order offered by Mr. Brooks, of Princeton,
Were severally rejected.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Orders of 
the Day, the first matter being the Bill to divide the Common
wealth into forty Districts, for the choice of Senators, the 
question being on ordering the same to a third reading.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, gave notice of his intention to 
offer an amendment to the Bill in the next stage, whereupon, 

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, moved the same as an amendment 
at that time, which motion was ruled out of order by the 
Chair.

The same gentleman appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and the Speaker ruled as follows :—

“ The Bill before the House having been inserted as a sub
stitute for the Bill offered by the gentleman from Chicopee, it 
is not in order to amend it in the manner proposed in the 
present stage. The substitute was susceptible of amendment 
before its adoption, and would be also in its next stage.”

And the question having been stated, Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House ? and the vote 
having been taken, it was decided in the affirmative, so the 
decision of the Chair was sustained.

7
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The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to Mr. Wells, member 
from Chicopee, for the remainder of the session from and after 
Saturday, the twenty-fifth instant. Accepted.

The House Bill, to apportion Representatives to the several 
Counties, came down from the Senate, passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence, with an amendment, and the House concurred 
therein.

On motion of Mr. Holden, of Billerica,
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet at 

twelve o’clock, M., on Monday.

The Orders of the Day were taken from the table, when, on 
motion of Mr. Holden, of Billerica,

The House

Adjourned.



Monday, July 27, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, offered an Order, providing for 
the appointment of a Committee, and instructing the same to 
report a Bill (attached thereto) for dividing the Common
wealth into forty Districts for the choice of Senators.

Laid over, under the Rule.

An Engrossed Bill, “ Relative to Elections,” (which origi
nated in the Senate,) and

An Engrossed Bill, “ To apportion Representatives, to the 
several Counties,” (which originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) were severally passed to be enacted and sent to 
the Senate.

A Bill, (from the Senate,) “ Concerning Elections of Repre
sentatives in the General Court,” was read three times, under 
a suspension of the Rule, amended, and as amended, passed 
to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, the first matter being 
the Bill (Mr. Parker’s) to divide the Commonwealth into forty 
Districts for the choice of Senators, the question being on 
ordering the same to a third reading.
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Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Yeas and Nays were ordered on passing the 
Bill to a third reading, and the vote having been taken, it was 
carried in the affirmative, and the question then recurring on 
ordering the Yeas and Nays, the vote was taken, and the Yeas 
and Nays were again ordered ; accordingly the Roll was called, 
and it appeared that there were one hundred and fifty-five 
Yeas and seventy-seven Nays. So the Bill was ordered to a 
third reading. [See Appendix, No. 42.]

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it adjourn to 

meet at two and one-half o’clock, P. M.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, moved a reconsideration of the 

vote whereby the Bill concerning elections of Representatives 
in the General Court was passed to be engrossed, and the 
motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

A Bill, (from the Senate,) “ To divide the Commonwealth 
into forty Districts for the choice of Senators,” was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, moved a suspension of the Rule, in 
order that the House Bill with the same title might be read a 
third time, and the vote having been taken, it was carried in 
the negative.

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, moved a suspension of 
the Rule, that the Senate Bill might be read a second time, 
and the vote having been taken, it was carried in the affirma
tive, and accordingly the Bill was read a second time, and 
pending the question on ordering the same to a third reading, 
Mr. Parker, of Worcester, proposed to amend the Bill by sub
stituting therefor a Bill with the same title.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, offered an Amendment to that 
proposed by Mr. Parker, of Worcester, the same being another 
m  ♦Ah the same title, and on the adoption of which, the 
Yeas and Nays were ordered.

On motion of Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, the PrOdous Ques
tion was ordered.

And the Roll having been called, 
rejected—fifty-eight Yeas and one 
Nays.. [See Appendix, No. 43.]

it appeared that it was- 
hundred and fifty-two*
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The question then recurring on the Substitute proposed by 
Mr. Parker, upon which the Yeas and Nays were ordered ; and 
the Roll having been called, it appeared that there were one 
hundred and forty Yeas and seventy-three Nays.

So the Substitute was adopted.
The Bill was read a third time, under a suspension of the 

Rule, and pending the question on ordering the same to be 
engrossed, Mr. Prescott, of Salem, moved to recommit the 
same to a Special Committee, with certain instructions.

On motion of Mr. Tufts, of Charlestown, it was
Ordered, That the question on the commitment be taken at 

six o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem, the Yeas and Nays 
were ordered ; and the Roll was accordingly called, and it 
appeared that there were one hundred and four Yeas and forty 
Nays. So the motion to commit was lost.

The question then recurred on ordering the Bill to be 
engrossed, and the vote having been taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative. So the Bill was passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.

And thereupon
The House

Adjourned.

■ > A



Tuesday, July 28, 1857,

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on 
Leave of Absence, reported

That leave of absence be granted to Messrs. Field, of Athol, 
and Norcross, of Monson, for the remainder of the Session, 
from and after Tuesday, the twenty-eighth instant, and the 
Report was accepted.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Hinckley, of Barnsta
ble, and laid over, under the Rule, was taken up and rejected.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, it was
Ordered, That the Secretary of State be required to furnish, 

as soon as may be, the Board of County Commissioners, of 
each County, a certified copy of the Returns of Legal Voters 
of the several towns of their respective Counties.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule,

Ordered, That no member of this House (as a legislator) 
shall draw p a y  from the Treasury after July twenty-eighth, 
and that the C o m m it te e  on tfie Pay Roll be instructed to 
make up the Fay Roll accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Parsons, of Ludlow, it was
Ordered That no member of the House shall receive com

pensation for his services after Wednesday, the twenty-ninth 
9
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instant, and the Committee are hereby instructed to make 
up the Pay Roll accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Farmer, of Roxbury, it was
Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be instructed 

to make up the pay of Amos Stevens, of Roxbury, for the 
present Session, as if he had not been prevented by sickness 
from attending the Session.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Orders 
of the Day, the first matter being the motion to reconsider 
the vote whereby the Bill concerning Elections of Represen
tatives in the General Court was passed to be engrossed, and 
the vote having been taken, it was carried in the affirmative.

The Bill was then further amended, on motion of Mr. 
Keyes, of Watertown.

Amendments were also proposed to the Bill by Messrs. 
Wood, of Middleborough, and Prescott, of Westford, but 
before taking any action thereon, the whole subject was 
recommitted to the Joint Special Committee who reported 
the Bill.

•The House Bill, “ To divide the Commonwealth into Forty 
Districts for the choice of Senators,” was laid on the table.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, on leave, introduced a “ Resolve 
for the Pay of the Chaplain of the Legislature,” and

Air. Bliss, of Pawtucket, a “ Resolve for the Pay of the 
Clerks, Doorkeepers and Messengers of the General Court,” 
and the same were severally read three times, under a suspen
sion of the Rule, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

And

The House

Adjourned,



Wednesday, July 29, 1857

Met according to adjournment,

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Bos
ton, and laid over, under the Rule, was, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Order instructing the Committee on the Pay 
Roll to make up the same to, and including, July twenty-eight, 
was adopted, and the motion having been considered, under a 
suspension of the Rule, was carried in the affirmative. The 
question then recurring on the adoption of the Order, the vote 
was taken and the same was rejected.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Joint Special Com
mittee to whom was recommitted the Bill concerning Elections 
of Representatives in the General Court, reported the same in 
a new draft, and the Bill was read twice, under a suspension 
of the Rule, whereupon Mr. Prescott, of Westford, proposed 
a substitute therefor, which was adopted.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, offered an amendment to the same, 
pending the consideration of which, the whole subject was 
laid on the table.

Mr Hale, of Boston, from the Committee to whom was 
referred the subject of districting the State for the choice of 
Senators and Councillors, reported a Bill to arrange the Sena
torial Districts into eight districts for the choice of the Coun
cil and the same was read three times, under a suspension 

10 5
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of the Rule, amended, and passed to-be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence.

Engrossed Resolves,
For the pay of the Clerks, Door-keepers, and Messengers of 

the two Houses of the Legislature ;
“ For the pay of the Chaplain of the Legislature,”
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

The Engrossed Bill to divide the Commonwealth into Forty 
Districts for the choice of Senators, was reported by the 
Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, as “ rightly 
and truly engrossed,” and the question being on passing the 
same to be enacted, the Yeas and Nays were ordered thereon, 
on motion of Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, and the Roll having 
been called, it appeared there were one hundred and eighty-three 
Yeas and ninety-one Nays—[see Appendix, No. 46,]—so the 
Bill was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, of Belchertown, it was
Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be instructed 

to make up the same to, and including, July thirty-first.

A Petition (from the Senate) of Luke Robinson and others, 
praying for an Act requiring the Fitchburg Railroad Company 
to run cars over the Waltham and Watertown Branch Rail
road, &c., was referred, in concurrence, to the next General 
Court.

And thereupon

The House

Adjourned.

f



Thursday, July 30, I85T.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

The House Bill to arrange the Senatorial Districts, for the 
choice of the Council, came down passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence, with an amendment, which was adopted, in 
concurrence.

The Bill concerning Elections of Representatives in the 
General Court, (being the Bill substituted for the Senate Bill 
with the same title,) was taken from the table and ordered to 
a third reading.

The Bill was then read a third time, under a suspension of 
the Rule, amended, and as amended, passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

An Engrossed Bill, to arrange the Senatorial Districts for 
the choice of the Council, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) was passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet at four 

o’clock, P. M.

And

The House

Adjourned.
11
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a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n .

Met according to adjournment.

The House Bill concerning Elections of Representatives in 
the General Court, (being that substituted by the House for 
the Senate Bill with the same title,) came down with the fol
lowing indorsement, to wit: “ The Senate non-concur.”

On motion, the Bill was laid on the table. And thereupon, 
Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, on leave, introduced a Bill with 
the same title.

Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, proposed a substitute for the 
same, which was adopted, read three times, passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

A Communication from the Commissioners for the estab
lishment of a Hospital for Insane in Western Massachusetts, 
relative to extending their term of office, was referred, in con
currence, to the next General Court.

And thereupon

The House

Adjourned.



Friday, July 31, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, the House took a 
recess till eleven and one-fourth o’clock.

At that hour, the House again assembled.

The House Bill concerning Elections of Representatives in 
the General Court, came from the Senate, passed to be 
engrossed, in concurrence, with certain amendments, which 
were adopted, in concurrence.

Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown, offered the following Reso
lution, which was unanimously adopted

Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due to the Hon
orable Charles A. Phelps, for the faithful manner in which he 
has performed the duties of Speaker during the present session, 
and that they are hereby tendered to him, with the cordial 
regards and good wishes of the members, who appreciate his

, ’ on,i the excellent spirit which he has uniformlyability, ana
manifested.
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The Speaker replied, as follows :—

G entlem en o f  the H ouse o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s :—

I thank you cordially for this renewed expression of your 
kindness and regard. I assure you I am not insensible to that 
generosity which accords this flattering approval to an honest 
though imperfect endeavor to discharge the duties of the Chair.

I confess that I cannot look upon this scene unmoved. A 
few weeks since we separated, but with the expectation of 
again assembling after a short interval.' During this brief 
period, one of our number, esteemed for his modest and unob
trusive merit, has passed from our midst to return no more. 
May this soften to us the asperities of party warfare, and remind 
us of the vanity of all earthly ambition.

The relations which we have held to each other and to the 
State, as members of the House of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, are about to close. The Constitutional Amendments 
which have been adopted by the people changing the organi
zation of the Senate and House, will mark this as an impor
tant period in the legislative history of our Commonwealth. 
May the future of our ancient Commonwealth be as glorious as 
the past. What we have done will live in record and influence. 
But we ourselves as a legislative body now pass away. The 
traveller in Italy, who visits that immortal painting of “ The 
Last Supper,” on the walls of the Dominican Convent in the 
city of Milan, is sometimes told, on leaving, by the aged priest 
who exhibits it, that, as he looks upon those mute forms, and 
remembers that for three hundred years they have been visited 
by the lovers of art from every nation and from every clime, 
he is tempted to believe that they  are the rea l persons, and that 
the visitors who have come and gone are but the fleeting shad
ows of a day.

Often as I have surveyed this scene during the debates of 
our late session, I have thought that our venerable Sergeant- 
at-Arms, whose term of service has now run to nearly a quarter 
of a century, when he recalls the annual changes in our State 
government, the many whom he has seen come here and 
depart, might well say “ Men and parties die—the State alone 
endures.”
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Gentlemen, these thoughts come not unnaturally with the 
word—Farewell! But no tinge of sadness shall cloud our 
parting. God grant that from the generations yet to be, when 
time with us shall have become a “ forgotten circumstance,” 
honest and good men shall come up to these halls, with high 
aims and pure motives, to dispense justice and enact wise 
laws. Amid all changes, may the institutions of our beloved 
Commonwealth and our common country be upheld and per
petuated in that spirit of liberty in which they were founded.

But, gentlemen, I will not detain you. I part with each one 
of you with the assurance of my warmest wishes for your per
sonal welfare, and with emotions of the deepest gratitude.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, from the Committee on the Pay 
Roll, reported the Pay Roll of the members of the House, 
amounting to the sum of twenty-one thousand two hundred 
and eighty-nine dollars. Also, that there is a deficiency in the 
Pay Roll of the last Session, amounting to four hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars, and the Report concluded with an Order 
requesting the Governor to draw his warrant for the above 
amounts.

And the Order was adopted.

On motion, it was
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it be to meet at 

two and one-half o’clock, P. M.

And accordingly,

The House

Adjourned.
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A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N .

Met according to adjournment.

An Engrossed Bill concerning Elections of Representatives 
in the General Court, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) was passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

On motion of Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, it was
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth be 

directed to furnish, on or before the first Tuesday of August 
next, a certified copy of an Act concerning Elections of Rep
resentatives in the General Court, passed July thirty-first, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, or the eighth section thereof, 
to the County Commissioners, Mayor and Aldermen and Board 
of Aldermen, whose duty it is to divide the State into repre
sentative districts, and to designate and appoint a place in 
every representative district at which the clerks of towns and 
cities, or wards of cities, shall assemble for the purpose of 
ascertaining the result of elections.

Sent up for concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That Messrs. Shaw and Taft, of 
the Senate, and Harmon, of Lawrence, Day, of Boston, and 
Brewer, of Roxbury, on the part of the House, be a Committee 
to wait on the Governor, and inform him that the two branches 
have passed on the business before them, and request him to 
prorogue them to the Tuesday next preceding the first 
Wednesday of January next.

Subsequently, Mr. Harmon, from the Committee, reported,
That the Committee had attended to the duty assigned 

them, and that His Excellency was pleased to say, that, after 
consulting with his Council, he would communicate with the 
two branches, through the Secretary.
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And soon afterwards, the Secretary came in with a message 
from the Governor, informing the House that His Excellency 
had officially approved five Bills and two Resolves, being all 
the Bills and Resolves which- had been passed by the concur
rent action of the two branches, and that it was His Excel
lency’s pleasure, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Council, and at the request of the two branches, to prorogue 
them to the Tuesday next preceding the first Wednesday of 
January next.

And at thirty minutes after three o’clock, P. M., the General 
Court was accordingly prorogued.




