
Tuesday, March 3, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Lynn, the doors were closed 
and it was

Ordered, That the Roll be called to ascertain if a quorum 
was present; in compliance therewith, the Clerk proceeded to 
call the Roll, when it appeared there were eighty-two members 
in attendance. [See Appendix, No. 7.]

The Journal of Saturday was read.

Mr. Talbot, of Boston, was charged with a message to the 
Senate, informing that Branch that the House had again 
elected Ebenezer W. Pierce, of Freetown, Major-General of 
the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

Mr. Field, of Boston, offered the following Order :—
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed on the part of this 

House, to meet a like committee of the Senate, to consider the 
subject of the election of Major-General of the First Division 
of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, and report to both 
Houses the name of some person other than that of Samuel 
Andrews or Ebenezer W. Pierce for that office.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Lewis, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of Prentiss 
and Sawyer, asking to be appointed State Printers.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Hinsdale, of Blandford, presented the Petition of Marble
22
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Shepard and others, for the removal of David Shurtlefi from 
the office of Justice of the Peace.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Wells, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of Lemuel 
Keyes, of Chicopee, for confirmation of Title.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Campbell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to report to this Legislature such Resolution as they may deem 
appropriate in relation to the decease of the distinguished 
Arctic Explorer, the late Doctor Kane.

On motion of Mr. Joy, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture be directed to 

consider whether any amendment to the one hundred and 
fifteenth chapter of the Revised Statutes is necessary, and 
whether any further legislation is needed for the improvement 
of Meadows and Low Lands.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Remonstrance 
of James A. Leonard and others, against the Petition of the 
Middleborough and Taunton Branch Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen, presented the Petition of 
Jerome Cross and others, of Methuen, relative to the Fisheries 
in the Merrimack River.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Smith, of South Hadley, presented the Petition of Sam
uel Smith, Jr., and others, to be set off from the town of 
Granby to South Hadley.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. W hitney, of Westminster, from the Committee on Leave 
of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to Daniel Kimball, of 
Boston, for the remainder of the Session.
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Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February twenty- 
sixth, relative to facilitating the business of the House, re
ported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Retrenchment and Reform in State Expenditures.

Severally accepted, and the above-named Order was sent 
up for concurrence.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February twelfth, 
relative to the Fees of Witnesses ; also,

The Order of January thirtieth, relative to Heirships, re
ported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the several Orders of January twenty- 
eighth, February twelfth, and February seventeenth; also,

The Petition of Peter F. Hollywood and others, reported
A Bill relating to Billiard Tables and Bowling Alleys, 

which was read and ordered to a second reading.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Bill to amend An Act concerning the Indexing of Deeds, and

The Resolves,
“ In favor of the late Acting Clerk of the House of Repre

sentatives
“ Granting Taxes for the several Counties,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Bill relating to the Trustee Process was read a third 
time, amended, and ordered to a third reading.
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The House Bills,
“ To incorporate the Dorchester Athenaeum;”
“ Relating to the Police Court in the City of Lawrence ;
“ Concerning Loan Fund Associations;
“ To amend the Charter of the John Hancock Bank, 
li To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Essex Mu

tual Fire Insurance Company;” and
The Resolve on the Petition of Samuel Houghton, Agent 

of the Proprietors of Roxbury, Maine, were severally read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for.con
currence.

The Senate Bills,
“ Concerning Probate Courts in the County of Berkshire;” 
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Medford and 

Charlestown Railroad Company ; ”
“ To amend the twenty-first section of the eighty-third 

chapter of the Revised Statutes, relative to the Bonds of Reg
isters of Probate,” (the latter amended in its title,) and

The Resolve, “ Authorizing J. Ingersoll Bowditch, Executor 
of the last Will and Testament of the late Ephraim Peabody, 
to sell Real Estate of the Testator.”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed.

Severally in concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 
that Senate Bill, “ To repeal an Act relative to Suits against 
Executors and Administrators,” ought not to pass, was taken 
up, the question being on the rejection of said Bill; and the 
vote having been taken, it was decided in the affirmative; so 
the Bill was rejected.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery, on the Order of January twenty-sec
ond, relative to the repeal of the Insolvent Laws;

Of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the Order of Febru
ary twenty-fourth, relative to the recording of Deeds or other 
instruments; also,
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On the Order of February fourteenth, relative to the em
ployment of Counsel to assist District-Attornej s ;

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, 
on the Order of February seventh, relative to Agents of Fire 
Insurance Companies; and

(Leave to withdraw) of the Committee on education, on 
the Petition of the Barnstable Educational Association,

Were severally accepted, and the last two sent up for con
currence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Banks and Banking, on the Order of January twenty-three, 
relative to Deposits of Savings Banks;

Of the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions on the 
Order relative to the union of Towns for the purchase of 
Farms and the establishment of Almshouses,

Were severally accepted, in concurrence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Education on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates 
to the Female Medical College, was taken up.

Mr. Swift, of Boston, moved to amend the Report by sub
stituting therefor, A Resolve concerning the appropriation in 
aid of the New England Medical Education Society.

After debate, the Resolve was rejected, and the Report was 
then accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Adjourned.



■

■

'



Wednesday, March 4, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

On motion of Mr. Griggs, of Westborough,
Ordered, That the reading of the daily Journal be dispensed 

with, from and after date, unless otherwise ordered by a ma
jority of the members of this House.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of extending the provisions of the forty-second 
section of the three hundred and twelfth chapter of the Acts 
of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, so that a writ of quo w arranto  
may be issued in the case of public and quasi Corporations, 
as well as in the case of private Corporations.

Or motion of Mr. Harris, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether any further legislation be expedient to enable 
persons holding a lien or pledge of personal property, to sell 
the same under suitable guards.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of repealing the Statute of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, chapter two hundred and ninety-fourth, 
relating to the settlement of the Estates of deceased persons, 
or of further Amendments of the Revised Statutes relating to 
the same subject.

23
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On motion of Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown,
Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges be di

rected to inquire whether the expenses of Charles River and 
Warren Bridges can be reduced.

On motion of Mr. Monk, of Stoughton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of defining more clearly the powers of School Com
mittees relative to the attendance of scholars in districts where 
their parents do not reside.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Upton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Banking consider the ex

pediency of amending the Act eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 
chapter two hundred and fifty-eight, entitled “ An Act requiring 
returns from Treasurers of Institutions for Savings, so that re
turns shall be made of all depositors having deposits amount
ing to two hundred dollars and upwards.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, presented the Petition of James 
M. Beebe, in behalf of the Boston Board of Trade, for an Act 
to prevent Runners and Agents for sailors’ boarding house 
keepers from boarding vessels in the Harbor of Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Loring, of Marlborough, presented the Petition of Sam
uel Boyd and others, for an Act of incorporation as the 
Mechanics’ Institute, of Marlborough.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of Foster 
Waterman and others, for an Act of incorporation for the 
Home for Orphan and Destitute Children in the city of 
Boston.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, presented the Remonstrance of 
Joseph Shattuck and others, of Andover, against the Petition 
of the Lawrence Bridge Company.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
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Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, presented the Petition of Ed
ward Carnes and others, in aid of the Petition of the West 
Cambridge Railroad Company.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Petition of Na
thaniel Eddy and others;

Mr. Nickerson, of Harwich, presented the Petition of Amos 
Otis and others ;

Severally in aid of, and
Mr. Couch, of North Bridgewater, the Remonstrance of 

Joshua Speare, Jr. and others, against, the Petition of the 
Middleborough and Taunton Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Mr. Wilder, of Hanover, presented the Petition of E. Q,. 
Sylvester and others, of Hanover ;

Mr. Childs, of Lancaster, the Petition of Humphrey Ben
nett and others, of Lancaster;

Mr. Stubbs, of Wellileet, the Petition of George S. New
comb and others, of Wellfleet;

Severally for an amendment of the Constitution, limiting 
the length of the Session of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Petition of James 
H. Duncan and others, for remuneration for injury sustained 
by them in the erection of the Essex Company’s Dam.

Mr. Adams, of Townsend presented the Remonstrance of 
J. N. Tucker and others, of Townsend, against the Petition of 
the Essex Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Rogers, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of John 
Wilson and others, pilots, against any change of the laws 
relating to Pilotage.
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Referred to tlie Joint Special Committee having charge 
of that subject.

Mr. Gill, of Quincy, presented the Petition of William 
Claflin and others, for a Bank in Boston under the title of the 
“ Hide and Leather Bank.”

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, presented the Petition of Daniel 
Shattuck and others, of Concord ;

Mr. Loring, of Marlborough, presented the Petition of Wil
liam H. Wood and others, of Marlborough;

Mr. Hall, of Rockport—The Petition of Newell Burnham 
and others, of Rockport,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Petition of the City of 
Cambridge, reported

A Bill, “ In further addition to an Act to establish the City 
of Cambridge, and the same was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ Concerning the State House,”
“ To authorize William G. Johnson to build a wharf in the 

town of Rowley,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

Lawrence Bridge,”
“ To amend the four hundred and seventy-eighth chapter of 

the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five; ” and
The Resolve on the Petition of Charles S. Breed and others,

Were severally read and ordered to a second readme.
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Bills,
“ To repeal the one hundred and fifty-second chapter of the 

Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five ; ”
“ Concerning Police Courts; ”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Leasehold Estates,”

Were severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Bill, in addition to the several Acts for the relief of In
solvent Debtors, and the more equal distribution of their effects,

Was referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

A Resolve, in relation to the death of Doctor Elisha Kent 
Kane, was laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Re
form be requested to ascertain and report,

First, How much is paid annually from the State Treasury 
to each County, respectively, for the aid and encouragement 
of Common Schools.

Second, How much is paid to each County, respectively, 
for the aid and encouragement of the Massachusetts Militia 
System.

Third, Whether any reduction can be made in respect to 
the expense now incurred in support of our Militia System, 
without endangering the safety and well-being of the Com
monwealth.

Fourth, Whether our present system of Annual Encamp
ments can be abolished, without detriment to the moral in
terests of the community.

Fifth, Whether it would not be more equitable to authorize 
the towns and cities in this Commonwealth to support such a 
Militia, or Police force, as their safety and well-being may 
seem to them to require, than to pay bounties for the support 
of the Militia from the State Treasury.

The Petitions of
Charles Siders and others, and 
Thomas Moulton and others,

Severally in aid of the Petition of William Tewksbury,
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Were referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

The Petition of the Horn Pond Branch Railroad Company, 
for leave to extend their road; also, for power to lease the 
same, was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Stephen Mansur and others, for the sup
pression of obscene advertisements, was referred to the Com
mittee on Education.

The Remonstrance of Eben Sutton and others, against the 
Petition of the Essex Company, was referred to the Commit
tee on the Fisheries.

The Petition of Francis Jackson and others, for the removal 
of Edward Greeley Luring from the office of Judge of Probate 
for the County of Suffolk, was referred to the Committee on 
Federal Relations.

Severally in concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of Cyrus Knox 
and others, and

On the Petition of the President and Directors of the Union 
Store Association of South Danvers,

Were severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, asked leave to introduce a Resolve 
relating to furnishing Schools with Dictionaries at the public 
expense, and the vote having been taken, it was decided in the 
negative.

Subsequently, Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, moved a re
consideration of the vote. „

Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the House yesterday accepted the Report of the Com
mittee on the Judiciary, on the Order of February fourteenth,
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relative to the employment of counsel to assist District-Attor
neys, and these motions

Were placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Air. Yose, of Springfield, the Bill regulating 
the payment of Fines, Forfeitures and Costs in Criminal Cases, 
was taken from the table, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Resolve, providing for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion, relative to Districting the State for the choice of Repre
sentatives to the General Court, were discharged from the 
Orders of the Day, and specially assigned for consideration 
on Friday next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

The Petition of the County Commissioners of Essex, with 
the Order of Notice passed February fifth, was recommitted 
to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Bill in relation to the powers of County Commissioners, in 
laying out Ways across Railroads, was recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

The Bill, for the Equalization of Taxes, was read a third 
time, further amended, on motion of Air. Swift, of Boston, and, 
as amended, passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February sixth, relative to Coun
sel Fees, was accepted.

The Bill, relating to the Competency of Witnesses, was read 
a second time, and on motion, it was ordered that when the 
question is taken on ordering the same to a third reading, it be 
taken by Yeas and Nays. Accordingly, the Roll was called, 
and it appeared that there were one hundred and seventy-one 
Yeas, and eighty-one Nays. So the Bill was ordered to a 
third reading. [See Appendix, No. 8.]
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On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, the Orders of the 
Day were laid on the table.

And the same gentleman reported a second Order of Notice, 
from the Committee on Probate and Chancery, on the Petition 
of the County Commissioners of Essex for leave to borrow 
money; also,

An Order of Notice on the Petition of Fanny Smith and 
Lynde Smith, and the same were read and adopted.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House yesterday rejected the Senate Bill to 
repeal an Act relative to suits against Executors and Admin
istrators,

And the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Engrossed Resolves, in relation to furnishing public in
formation to Daily Papers, (which orignated in the House of 
Representatives,) was passed and sent to the Senate.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Thursday, March 5, 185T.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough,
Ordered, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully 

requested to transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the An
nual Report of the Board of Education, and the Clerk is 
directed to convey this request to His Excellency.

On motion of Mr. Warren, of Brookfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of amending the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight, chapter one hundred and sixty-fourth, 
and eighteen hundred and fifty-one, chapter three hundred and 
twenty-seven, so as to provide that the laborer shall receive 
the whole amount for his services rendered for the six months 
next previous to the insolvency of any individual, company or 
corporation, instead of twenty-five dollars, as now provided by 
the before-mentioned Acts.

On motion of Mr. Gilman, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of extending the lien now allowed to Innhold
ers and keepers of Boarding-houses.

On motion of Mr. Putnam, of Danvers,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to ascertain what error, if any, was made in the Engrossment 
of the Act, chaptertwo hundred and six, of the Acts of eighteen 

24
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hundred and forty-nine; and if any error be found therein, it 
is ordered further, that the said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of rectifying the same.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Lynn,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider the expediency of altering or amending the first 
section of the two hundred and sixty-ninth chapter of the Acts 
of eighteen hundred and fifty-three.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of John 
R. Rollins and others, relative to the construction of a Court 
House at Lawrence.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. G. N. Thompson, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Boyd Howard, for the repeal of the seventy-sixth chapter of 
the Revised Statutes, relative to Divorce.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture consider the 

expediency of repealing chapter eighteen, of the Resolves 
of eighteen hundred and fifty-one.

On motion of Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence,
Ordered, That

Messrs. Harmon, of Lawrence,
Moore, of Lowell,
Sanderson, of Boston,
Adams, of Worthington, and 
Poole, of Milton,

with such as the Senate may join, be a Committee to consider 
and report upon the expediency of providing for legislation as 
far as practicable, by General Laws, and avoiding in such 
cases as may be, the necessity of special legislation.

On motion of Mr. Perkins, of Newbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia consider 

whether any reduction can be made in respect to the expenses 
now incurred in supporting our Volunteer Militia.
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On motion of Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable,
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons inquire into the 

expediency of abolishing the infliction of stripes now practiced 
as a portion of the discipline of the State Prison.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Remonstrances of 
Apollos Randall and others, of Braintree,
Philemon Washburn and others,
George Soule and others,
Joshua Wood and others,
Cornelius B. Wood and others,
Earle Sproat and others,
George Cox and others,

severally of Middleborough, severally against, and
Mr. Nye, of Sandwich—The Petition of William Stetson 

and others, of Sandwich, in aid of, the Petition of the Middle
borough and Taunton Railroad Company.

Mr. Lewis, of Fairhaven, presented the Petition of Joseph 
Tripp and others, of Fairhaven, in aid of the Petition of John 
H. Sisson and others.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Mr. Bigelow, of Rutland, presented the Petition of J. War
ner Bigelow and others, of Rutland ;

Mr. Wood, of Hopkinton—The Petition of Malachi Bab
cock and others, of Sherborn ;

Mr. Mosely, of West Springfield—The Petition of Aaron 
Bagg and others, of West Springfield,

Severally for an Amendment to the Constitution limiting 
the Session of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was committed the Bill, “ Providing lor an Or-
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nithological Survey of the Commonwealth,” (from the files of 
last year,) also,

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of February twenty-fifth, 
relative to abolishing the Oath required of certain Officers, 
severally reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of James A. Lamoreux and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, from the Committee on Agricul
ture, to whom was recommitted the Bill concerning the 
Measurement of Liquids, reported

The same in a new draft.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, from the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Petition of 
the First Baptist Church, in Woburn, reported

A Bill to incorporate the First Baptist Church, in Woburn.

Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Overseers of the 
Poor of the town of Huntington, reported

A Resolve in favor of the Town of Huntington, and said 
Bill and Resolve were read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Brewer, of Boston, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was referred the Order of March third, relative to 
the decease of Doctor E. K. Kane, reported

Resolves in relation to the recent death of Elisha Kent 
Kane.

And said Resolves, under a suspension of the Rules, were 
read three several times and passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence.
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A Message was received from the Governor, through the 
Secretary, recommending that the Resolve of eighteen hun
dred and fifty-one, chapter eighteenth, be amended so far as to 
place the award therein provided for the discovery of a remedy 
of the “ Potato Rot,” under the control of the Board of 
Agriculture.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

A communication was received from the Adjutant and 
Quartermaster-General, concerning an estimate of the ex 
penses of his department for the ensuing year.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Farmer, of Roxbury, was excused from serving as a 
member of the Committee on Accounts, and Mr. Thompson 
of Boston, was appointed in his place.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, authorizing parties in Civil Actions and Proceedings 

to testify therein, was referred to the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery.

Ordered, That all Orders of Notice upon Petitions, Remon
strances or Memorials, shall be made returnable on or before 
the tenth day of April next; and the consideration of such 
subjects requiring Orders of Notice as cannot be brought 
within the provisions of this Order, be referred to the next 
General'Court.

Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures be instructed to inquire what moneys 
have been paid by the Commonwealth to the Secretary, 
Treasurer, Auditor and Adjutant-General, the past year, inde
pendent of their salaries, and for what services rendered.

Ordered, That a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Green 
and Harris of the Senate, with such as the House may join, 
be a Committee to examine into the condition of the Funds
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of this Commonwealth, the mode of their investments, and the 
nature and value of the securities for the same.

The Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of 
Lowell, for an Act in addition to the several Acts concerning 
Central Bridge, was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

The Petition of E. F. Watson and others, for a Savings 
Bank in Lowell, was referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

The Petition of Joseph Cummings and others, of Ware, for 
an Act of incorporation as the East Hampshire Agricultural 
Society, was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

The Report of the Superintendent and Officers of the State 
Almshouse at Tewksbury was referred to the Committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions.

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petitions of the 
towns of Hanson and Hanover.

Severally in concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day,
And the motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Senate 

Bill to repeal an Act relative to suits against Executors and 
Administrators was rejected, was carried in the affirmative, 
and the Bill was recommitted to the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Report of 
the Committee on the Judiciary on the Order relative to the 
employment of private counsel to aid in criminal prosecutions 
was accepted, was carried in the negative.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House 
refused to grant leave to introduce the Resolve “ Relating to 
furnishing Schools with Dictionaries at the Public Expense,” 
was laid on the table.
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The Bill, “ To establish a Board of Directors of Public 
Institutions for the City of Boston and County of Suffolk,” 
was taken up.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, offered an Amendment to the same, 
pending the consideration of which, the whole subject was 
recommitted to the Committee on Public Charitable Institu
tions.

The Bills,
“ Relating to the Officers of Religious Societies other than 

Congregational
“ Relating to Jury Trials
“ Authorizing the Boston Sub-marine and Wrecking Com

pany to change its Name and to increase its Capital,”

Were severally read a second time, amended, and as amend
ed, ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, to amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mu
tual Insurance Company, was amended and laid on the table.

The Bill to exempt certain articles from Attachment and 
Execution, was passed over.

The Bill, in addition to the several Acts for the relief of In
solvent Debtors and the more equal distribution of their 
effects, was read a second time, and refused a third reading.

Thereupon,
The House

Adjourned.



*



Friday, March 6, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at- Arms be instructed to furnish 

the members of this House with the Massachusetts Register 
for the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven.

Subsequently, Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, moved a reconsid
eration of the vote whereby the foregoing Order was adopted, 
and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Newton, of Truro,
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the ex

pediency of providing by a general Resolve, for the expenses 
incurred under Orders of either Branch of the Legislature, 
when no provision is made by previous Acts and Resolves.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Fairhaven,
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 

report a Resolve, providing funds for the contingent expenses 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms.

'  On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any legislation is necessary to suppress the uttering 
or circulation of uncurrent bank bills within this Common
wealth.

Mr. Day, of Boston, presented the Petition of Charles H. 
Crosby, to be appointed State Printer.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.
25
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Mr. Holland, of Westfield, presented the Petition of Josiah 
S. Knowles and others, of Westfield, for a change of laws 
relative to the employment of Convicts; and the same was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

On motion, of Mr. Johnson of Dana,
Ordered, That the Committee on Towns be instructed to 

inquire into the expediency of making it obligatory upon each 
town of this Commonwealth to furnish a fire-proof safe for 
the safe-keeping of its records and other valuable public 
papers, and report thereon.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, presented the Petition of James A. 
Knowlton, for leave to make improvements upon the beach in 
the town of Swampscott.

Mr. Atwood, of Provincetown, presented the Petition of the 
President and Secretary of the Equitable Marine Insurance 
Company, of Provincetown, for an Act to legalize certain pro
ceedings of said company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen, presented the Petition of the 
Town of Methuen, for remedies against the Essex Company 
for injuries sustained from the establishment of the Dam of 
said company.

Mr. Goodwin, of Amesbury, presented the Remonstrances of 
Jonathan Merrill and others, and 
Town of Amesbury,

Severally against the Petition of the Essex Company.

Mr. Kingman, of Middleborough, presented the Petition of 
the Selectmen of Lakeville, for an alteration in the law re
lating to the Fisheries in Nemasket River.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.
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Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, presented the Remonstrance of 
Artemas Hale and others, of Bridgewater, against the Petition 
of the Middleborough and Taunton Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Burrill, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of the Pro
prietors of the Catholic Cemetery, in Dorchester, for an amend
ment of their Act of incorporation.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Field, of Boston, presented the Petition of George T. 
Carruth, for payment for articles furnished the Legislature of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Bugbee, of Webster, presented the Petition of E. D. 
Thayer and others, of Webster, to be incorporated for banking 
purposes.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, presented a second Petition of Ben
jamin L. Pitcher and others, of Pawtucket, to be incorporated 
as the Franklin Savings Bank.

Severally referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, presented the Petition of Alanson 
Thayer and others, of Pawtucket;

Mr. Dickinson, of Heath—The Petition of Arad Hall and 
others, of Pleath;

Mr. Sanford, of Boylston—The Petition of John Andrews, 2d. 
and others, of Boylston ;

Mr. Whiting, of Holliston—The Petition of Thomas A. Co
rel! and others,

Severally for an Amendment of the Constitution limiting 
the Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.
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Mr. Loring, of Marlborough, presented the Petition of 
Thomas E. Hapgood and others, for Aid for the Free btate 
Settlers in Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February fourth, 
relative to the appointment of members of the Legislature to 
offices created during the term for which they are elected, re
ported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Zaccheus Gould and others ;

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee on 
Retrenchment and Reform in State Expenditures, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Thomas J. Chipman and others;

Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket, from the Committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Peti
tion of Noah Tillotson and others ;

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the Petition of the Town of Andover!

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
M. Field Fowler and others, severally reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw; and these 
Reports were placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Thomas J. Fletcher and others, 
Indians of the Herring Pond Tribe, reported

A Resolve on the Petition of Thomas J. Fletcher and 
others, Indians of Herring Pond.
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Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of February sixteenth, relative 
to Bills in Equity to redeem Mortgages, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act, entitled an Act in relation to 
Mortgages.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of February twelfth, relative to 
Banns of Marriage, reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act relating to Banns of Marriage.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of February 
seventh, relative to the duties of Trustees under Railroad 
Mortgages, reported

A Bill, relating to Trustees under Railroad Mortgages.
And said Resolve and Bills were severally read, and ordered 

to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, to.incorporate the Fall River and Warren Railroad 

Company, was read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Remonstrances of Welcome Young and others of East 
Bridgewater, and Edward Southworth and others, of North 
Bridgewater,

Severally against the Petition of the Middleborough and 
Taunton Railroad Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

The Petition of Levi Baker and others, for an appropriation 
to enable them to test the Constitutionality of the “ Search 
Law ” of Virginia, relative to the seizure of vessels, was re
ferred to the Committee on Claims.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of the 
Ware River Railroad Company, and 
Hiram Brooks,

Severally in concurrence.
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Orders of Notice on the Petitions of
Jesse P. Pattee and others, and 
John H. Sisson and others,

were passed in concurrence, with amendments, which were 
sent up for concurrence.

A Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Educa
tion, on the Petition of David Roberts and others, was read 
and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Annual Report of the Commissioners of Pilots was 
taken from the table and referred to the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs and Insurance.

A Message was received from the Governor, through the 
Secretary, covering the Report of the Secretary of the Board 
of Education, for the year eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and 
the same was referred to the Committee on Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on Agriculture, on Order rela
tive to the Measurement of Wood ;

The Bill in addition to an Act to protect the property of 
Married Women;

The Bill to repeal certain Acts concerning Persons under 
Sentence of Death, were severally taken from the table and 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Resolves providing for the publication of certain 
Special Laws, were taken from the table and referred to the 
Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in State Expendi
tures.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ Concerning Probate Courts in the County of Berkshire
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Medford and 

Charlestown Railroad Company
“ To amend the twenty-first section of the eighty-third 

chapter of the Revised Statutes relative to the Bonds of Reg
isters of Probate and
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The Resolve, “ Authorizing J. Ingersoll Bovvditch, Executor 
of the last Will and Testament of the late Ephraim Peabody, 
to sell certain Real Estate of the Testator,” (which severally 
originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed, and the first three to be enacted, and 
sent to the Senate.

The hour having arrived, the House, pursuant to assign
ment, proceeded to the consideration of the Resolve, “ Provid
ing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative to Dis
tricting the State for the choice of Representatives to the 
General Court.”

The Resolve was read a second time, when Mr. Monk, of 
Stoughton, offered an amendment to the Resolve, in the form 
of a substitute for the same.

The Speaker ruled that the amendment was inadmissible, 
as the Constitution required that the vote of the House should 
be upon the Resolve in the precise form referred to it by the 
preceding Legislature.

The Resolve was then ordered to a third reading, and the 
further consideration of the same was specially assigned for 
Tuesday next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield, it was ordered that 
the final question on agreeing to the Resolve be taken on 
Wednesday next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill in addition to the several Acts for the 
relief of Insolvent Debtors and the more equal distribution of 
their effects was yesterday refused a third reading, and the 
motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Orders of 
the Day ; and the Resolves providing for the Amendment 
of the Constitution relative to Justices of the Peace, were 
refused a third reading.

The Bill, relating to Billiard Tables and Bowling Alleys, 
was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.
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The Bill, in relation to Public Reports and Documents, was 
read a second time, amended, and ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, in addition to an Act establishing the salaries of 
certain Public Officers, was recommitted to the Committee on 
Finance.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) on Order of February 
twelfth, relative to Fees of Witnesses, was recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to report a Bill 
increasing the fees of witnesses summoned by the Common
wealth, to one dollar and fifty cents per diem.

And thereupon,
The House

Adjourned.



Saturday, March 7, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 

granted to Mr. J. D. Farren, of Lawrence, Kansas Territory, on 
Wednesday Evening, March eleventh, for the purpose of a 
Lecture upon Kansas, and the display of his Map of that Terri
tory.

On motion of Mr. Baker, of Medford,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of ceding to the United States, jurisdiction over 
certain lands in the vicinity of the mouth of Wellfleet Bay, in 
the town of Wellfleet, for the construction of a Light House.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of Charles
C. Mead, to be appointed State Printer.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.

On motion of Mr. Brooks, of Princeton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu

tions inquire into the expediency of charging the expense and 
care of supporting and employing the persons committed to the 
Reform School for Boys, and to the State Industrial School 
for Girls, to the respective towns from which they were com
mitted, or in which they have legal settlement.

The Report of the Commissioners for the erection of a Third 
Hospital for the Insane, was taken from the table, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

26
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Mr. Atwood, of Provincetown, presented the Petition of 
Elisha Tillson and others, of Provincetown ;

Mr. Jones, of Sandisfield—The Petition of L. K. Strickland 
and others, of Sandisfield, severally for an Amendment to the 
Constitution, limiting the Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, presented the Petition of the 
Towns of Lynnfield and North Reading, for a change of the 
Boundary Line between said towns.

Mr. Edgerly, of Somerville, presented the Petition of John 
Lewis, Jr., and others, of Malden, in aid of that of Henry 
Howland and others.

Mr. Wilder, of Hanover, presented the Memorial of the 
Town of Hanover, against the Report of the Commissioners 
appointed to fix the Boundary Line between the towns of 
Hanover and South Scituate;

And these Petitions, together with the Report of said Com
missioners, (taken from the table,) were referred to the Com
mittee on Towns.

Mr. Campbell, of Boston, presented the Memorial of Samuel 
H. Jenks, relative to the payment of labor performed by him 
in the preparation of the Annual Abstract of Returns from 
Foreign Insurance Companies.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, Presented the Petition of Cor
nelius Bird and others, in aid of the Petition of William D. 
Swan and others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the Order of February twenty-fourth, 
relative to amending or repealing chapter one hundred and 
twenty-one of the Acts of eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, 
reported



SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1857. 267

A Bill, “ In addition to an Act entitled, an Act concerning 
notes payable on demand.”

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Chester W. Chapin and others, reported

A Bill, “ To incorporate the Massasoit Insurance Com
pany.”

Mr. Harris, of Springfield, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the Order of March sixth, relative to the 
contingent expenses of the Sergeant-at-Arms, reported

A Resolve, “ Providing for the Contingent Expenses of the 
Council, Legislature, and Offices in the State House;” also,

On an Order of the same date, relative to providing for the 
payment of expenses incurred by authority of one or both 
branches of the Legislature, reported

A Resolve for the payment of certain general expenses not 
otherwise provided for, and said Bills and Resolve were sever
ally read, and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the Petitions of Nathan Tufts, Jr., and 
Hammond and Sawyer, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw, and the Report 
was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, to establish the City of Chelsea, was read, and 

ordered to a second reading.

Ordered, that the Joint Special Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform in State Expenditures, have leave to sit during 
the Session of the Legislature.

The Petitions of
Silas Dean and others,
Samuel S. Lewis and others,
Abraham Read and others,
Samuel J. Goodwin, and 
Ephraim Brown and others,
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Were recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petitions of
The First Baptist Society, in Southbridge, and 
Chester Adams and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies.

The Petitions of
The Crystal Lake Water Works,
New York, Newfoundland and London Tele

graph Company,
B. H. Brown and others,
Preston Ware, Jr., and others,
Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporation, 
The Proprietors of the Locks and Canals on the 

Connecticut River,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

The Petitions of
Salmon Burdon and others,
William Tufts and others,

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on Towns.

The Petitions of
The Essex Bridge Corporation,
The City of Boston, relative to a Dam at the oulet of 

Lake Cochituate,
Silas Hatch and others, and 
A. W. Smith and others,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Roads and Bridges. 

The Petitions of
The City of New Bedford and others, and 
The Town of Plymouth,



SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1857. 269

Were severally recommitted to the Committee on the Fish
eries.

The Petition of Stephen Cole and others, to set off a part of 
the town of Sutton and annex the same to the town of 
Douglas,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.

The Petition of A. W. Spencer and others, in aid of that of 
William D. Swan and others,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Lewis C. Gerrish and others, with the 
second Order of Notice thereon, was recommitted to the 
Committee on Agriculture.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of
The Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Lowell, 
Samuel Bliss and others, and 
The Selectmen of Provincetown.

Severally in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury, it was ordered, that 
when the House adjourn it be to meet on Monday next, at 12 
o’clock, M. And further, that that be the hour of meeting on 
Monday of each week, until otherwise ordered.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury, it was
Ordered, That in the consideration of the Orders of the Day 

undebatable matters be first acted on.
After which, other matters were taken up and the House 

refused to reconsider the vote whereby the Order relative to 
furnishing members with the Massachusetts State Register, 
was adopted.

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, in addi
tion to the several Acts for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, and 
the more equal distribution of their effects, was refused a third
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reading, was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was then 
ordered to a third reading.

The Bills,
“ In further addition to an Act to establish the City of Cam

bridge,”
“ To amend the four hundred and seventy-eighth chapter of 

the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

Lawrence Bridge,”
“ To authorize William G. Johnson to build a wharf in the 

town of Rowley,”
“ To incorporate the First Baptist Church in Woburn,”
“ To incorporate the Fall River and Warren Railroad,” and

The Resolves,
“ On the Petition of Charles S. Breed,” and
“ In favor of the Town of Huntington,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ Authorizing the Boston Submarine and Wrecking Com

pany to change its Name, and to increase its Capital Stock,”
“ In relation to Public Reports and Documents,”
“ Relating to Bowling Alleys and Billiard Tables,” and

The Resolves,
“ I*1 favor of the late Acting Clerk of the House of Repre

sentatives,” and
“ Granting Taxes for the several Counties,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of January thirtieth, relative to 
Heirships;
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Of the Committee on Agriculture, on the Bill, (from the 
files,) “ Relative to an Ornithological Survey of the State,”

Were severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concur
rence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on the Petition of Zaccheus Gould and others;

Of the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in State 
Expenditures, on the Petition of Thomas J. Chipman and 
others;

Of the Committee on Education, on the Petitions of 
David Roberts and others, and 
David Sears and others;

Of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on 
the Petitions of

Cyrus Knox and others,
The Union Store Association, of South Danvers, and 
James A. Lamoreux and others ;

Of the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, on the 
Petition of Noah Tillotson and others,

Were severally accepted, and all but the first mentioned, 
sent up for concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Parsons, of Ludlow, moved to reconsider the vote 
whereby the Report of the Committee on the Judiciary on the 
Order of February twelve, relative to Fees of Witnesses, was 
recommitted with instructions, and the motion was placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

A Message was received from the Governor, through the 
Secretary, returning to the House the “ Resolve in relation to 
furnishing public information to daily papers,” with his objec
tions thereto, and the same was read and laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed.

The Message was as follows:—
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t , C o u n c il  C h a m b e r , i 
Boston, March 7, 1857. j

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives :—

I return to the House of Representatives, in which body it 
originated, a Resolve, entitled, “ A Resolve in relation to fur
nishing public information to Daily Papers,” with reasons for 
declining to give it my official approval.

The Resolve provides, “ That the Secretary of the Common- 
wrealth, and other State officers, be authorized and directed to 
furnish, at the same time, to all daily papers published in the 
city of Boston, all announcements of appointments, returns of 
votes, and public notices designed for the general information 
of the people, issuing from the Secretary’s Office, and other 
departments at the State House, for the publication of which 
no money is paid by the State.”

My first objection to the Resolve is, that it is unnecessary, 
and so far as my knowledge extends, unprecedented in the his
tory of either of the States, or of the general government. No 
one will assert, I presume, that the ends of public information 
have not been satisfactorily answered by the publication of 
appointments, returns of votes, and public notices, in the way 
that public use has sanctioned in our Commonwealth for three- 
quarters of a century.

The Resolve is a direct interference, in my judgment, with 
the legitimate functions of the executive branch of the govern
ment, and therein conflicts directly with that provision of the 
Constitution of Massachusetts which declares, “ that the legis
lative department shall never exercise the executive and judi
cial powers, or either of them, * * * to the end it may
be a government of laws and not‘of men.” It certainly must 
be deemed a novel, as well as indefensible encroachment on the 
province of the executive, to attempt to dictate in what manner 
purely executive acts shall bo promulgated. To illustrate my 
meaning, let mo instance, that in a few days, in accordance with 
long and hallowed custom, I shall issue a Proclamation for the
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Annual Fast. Is it not a direct attempt to usurp powers not 
properly belonging to the legislature, to endeavor to compel me 
to furnish a copy of that Proclamation “ at the same time,” “ to 
all daily papers published in the city of Boston ?”

Another objection consists, in the necessary delay in furnish
ing the public with information, which would be caused by this 
Resolve, though it doubtless is intended to promote the facility 
of communicating it. At present, a copy of the return of votes, 
or proclamation, is furnished to one paper, from which the five 
or six evening dailies can, if they see lit, reprint it within six 
or eight hours of its first publishment, and the remainder within 
a day after it first appears. While it would sometimes require, 
(as for instance, the results of the official vote of last fall,) sev
eral days, to prepare a sufficient number of manuscript copies, 
to furnish one to each paper “ at the same time.”

Its unnecessary cost is another objection. Complaint has 
been made of the increasing expenses of the extra clerk hire in 
the office of the Secretary of State, but if this Resolve becomes 
a law, the present force would probably prove entirely inade
quate ; the same is more or less true of the other heads of 
departments, and most probably the chief executive magistrate 
would be compelled to apply for an appropriation for a private 
secretary.

A much longer array of matter would be furnished for publi
cation for “ which no money is paid by the State ” than, proba
bly, the legislature, or the newspapers, contemplate. More than 
a hundred commissions are sometimes issued in a single day, 
upon reappointments alone, to the various offices of Justices of 
the Peace, Notaries Public, and others similar. The State, by 
this Resolve, is required to furnish some fifteen manuscript 
copies of all these daily, while it is very probable in a short 
time the papers would cease to print them. They are certainly 
under no obligation not to refuse, and much of the matter 
would be of so little interest, that it would disappoint but few 
readers if omitted.

It may also be justly questioned whether it is entirely con
sistent with the dignity of the Commonwealth to send volumi
nous matter to the daily papers, tacitly, at least, asking their 
services and their favor, and at the same time declaring, that 
for these services “ no money is paid by the State.” Would it
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not be more consistent with her dignity and propriety, to pub
lish such executive acts as the executive power deems the 
public will be interested in knowing, in some one or more 
papers, and paying therefor a reasonable and satisfactory com
pensation ? This last course is precisely the one now existing.

It may not be amiss to notice the absolute impossibility of 
complying with the precise tenor of the Resolve, which provides 
that the “ Secretary,” “ and other State officers ” be “ directed 
to furnish at the same time, to all daily papers.” Had this been 
phrased to read “ upon the same day,” obedience to it would 
not have been morally impossible.

The thought naturally suggests itself why daily papers “ in 
Boston ” alone, are included in the Resolve. I know of no 
exigency which would render necessary a grave legislative act 
of this character, regarding the Boston papers, which would 
not extend to all the other daily papers in the State, nearly 
equal in number to those included in the Resolve, and none of 
them more than three hours distant from Boston.

For the reasons, then, that in my.judgment this Resolve is un
precedented in the legislation of any State that it is an arbitra- 
ry, unjust and unconstitutional encroachment upon the freedom 
and privileges of the executive department, and an unauthorized 
attempt at dictation as to the manner in which its peculiar du
ties shall be done ;—that it would cause an unnecessary delay 
in furnishing our citizens witli information from that depart
ment ;—that it would create very considerably increased expense, 
which our treasury can ill afford to bear ;—that it is inconsistent 
with the dignity of the Commonwealth to seek to compel, by a 
Resolve, the authorities of the State to continue to send, day 
after day, a very large amount of matter to any newspaper 
which has not asked for it, does not want it, and even may pub
licly refuse to print i t ; and that it is an absolute impossibility 
to comply with the specified requirements of the Resolve,—I 
feel justified in withholding from it my approval.

HENRY J. GARDNER.
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The engrossed “ Resolves in relation to the recent death of 
Elisha Kent Kane,” (which originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) were passed and sent to the Senate.

And thereupon,
The House

Adjourned.





Monday, March 9, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to furnish 

the Officers and Reporters of the House with the Massachu
setts Register for the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven.

On motion of Mr. Lewis, of Fairhaven,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of so amending section two, chapter two hun
dred and seventy-one of the Acts and Resolves of eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, and chapter three hundred and fifty of 
the Acts and Resolves of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, as to 
provide for a Commission to be named by the Supreme Ju
dicial Court, to act in the place of the County Commissioners, 
as a tribunal for the determination of certain matters therein 
named.

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, of Rutland,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of allowing married women to testify in civil suits 
to which their husbands are parties.

On motion of Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket,
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing consider the ex

pediency of having printed, for the use of the Superintendents, 
five hundred extra copies of each of the Reports of the Char
itable Institutions aided or supported by the State.

27
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On motion of Mr. Hyde, of Newton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of establishing two or more Terms of 
the Probate Court for the county of Middlesex, in the town of 
Newton.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of the 
Mayor of Roxbury, for additional powers to Engineers of the 
Fire Department, for the better security against Fire.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, presented the Petition of R. C. Hol
brook and others, for a change in the manner of selecting 
Jurors and testing their qualifications.

The same gentleman also presented the Petition of Frank
lin Hanchett and others, asking that the ancient and Common 
Law Rights of Juries, to fix the Sentences in all Criminal 
Cases, may be restored to them.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance 
of O. Woodbury and others, against the passage of the Bill 
in addition to the several Acts for the relief of Insolvent 
Debtors, and the more equal distribution of their effects.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
that no increase in Railroad Fares shall be legal unless the 
Railroad Corporations causing such increase shall have given 
public notice of the same, one year previous to its taking 
effect.

On motion of Mr. Perkins, of Newbury,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of providing by law, that the 
business of contracting with the teachers of our public schools 
be committed unconditionally, to School Committees of the 
several cities and towns in the Commonwealth.
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Mr. White, of Holyoke, presented the Petition of A. H. 
Bullen and others, of Northampton; also,

The Petition of Edwin Chase and others, of Holyoke.

Mr. Smith, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of James T. 
Ames and others; also,

The Petition of Ezekiel Blake and others, severally of 
Chicopee.

Severally in aid of Petition of Otis Holmes and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Adams, of Lowell, presented the Petition of A. J. 
Richmond and others, in aid of that of the Town of Methuen.

•

Mr. Hard, of Lowell, presented the Remonstrance of Albert 
Wheeler and others, of Lowell, against the Petition of the 
Essex Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of Alfred 
Presson and others, of Gloucester, for the passage of an Act 
prohibiting all persons from taking sand, stones and gravel, 
from the Beach south of Canal Street in said town.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Nichols, of Shrewsbury, presented the Petition of Lean- 
der Fales and others, of Shrewsbury ;

Mr. Ferry, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of Henry 
Bacon and others,

Severally for an amendment to the Constitution limiting the 
Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

On motion, the Petition of Josiah S. Knowles and others,
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was taken from the table, and referred to the Committee on 
Prisons.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the Petition of A. E. Knight, reported,

That the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

And said Report was placed in the Orders of Day.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of Febru
ary eighteenth, relative to Executors, Administrators and 
Guardians, answering fully as to proceedings under license to 
sell Real Estate, reported

A Bill in relation to the accounts of Executors, Adminis
trator and Guardians, and the examination of persons sus
pected of embezzlement in certain cases.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February thir
teenth, relative to the removal of snow from sidewalks in 
cities, reported

A Bill in relation to the removal of snow from the sidewalks 
of cities.

Mr. Stedman, of Boston, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, to whom was recommitted the Bill to 
establish a Board of Directors of Public Institutions for the 
City of Boston and the County of Suffolk, together with the 
amendment to the same offered by Mr. Ranney, of Boston, 
reported

The same in a new draft, and these several Bills were read 
and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Rogers, of Boston, from the Committee on the Militia, 
to whom was referred the Estimate of the Adjutant-General of 
the Expenditures connected with his department for the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, reported
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A Resolve, “ Concerning the Quartermaster-General’s De
partment, and said Resolve was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, offered the following Order, which 
was rejected:—

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at- Arms be instructed to keep a 
list of those members of the House who shall receive from him 
a copy of the Massachusetts Register, and that he shall return 
such list to the Treasurer, who shall deduct the cost of one 
copy of the Book from the pay of each member designated on 
said list, at the close of the session.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill to repeal chapter eleven of the Resolves of eighteen 

hundred and fifty-five, was referred to the Committee on 
Printing.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Fisheries have power 
to send for persons and papers in relation to the Petition of 
the Essex Company.

The Petition of the Eliot Fire Insurance Company for 
leave to hold additional Real Estate, was referred to the Com
mittee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

The Petition of Horace G. Hutchins and others, in aid of 
that of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, was referred to the' 
Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
the Fisheries, on the Petitions of

Seth Crowell and others,
Jerome Cross and others,
Ansel Phelps, Jr. and others ;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Dexter 
Henshaw and others;

Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Petition of the First Universalist Society, in Fitchburg;
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Of the Committee oil Towns, on the Petition of Erastus 
Ware and others,

Were severally read and placed in the Orders of the Hay.

The Senate Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Com
mittee on Banks and Banking, on House Order of January 
twenty-seventh, relative to tax on Banks, and

The Bill to amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mutual 
Insurance Company,

Were severally taken from the table and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

The Bill to establish the City of Chelsea was discharged 
from the Orders of the Day, read twice, under a suspension of 
the Rule, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Bill relating to Billiard Tables and Bowling 
Alleys was ordered to be engrossed,

And the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, Wednesday next, 
at twelve o’clock, M., was assigned for the reconsideration of 
the “ Resolve in relation to furnishing public information to 
Daily Papers,” returned by the Governor to the House, with 
•his objections thereto, on the seventh instant.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the Report of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order relative to the Fees of Witnesses 
was recommitted with instructions, was carried in the affirma
tive.

The Bills,
“ Relating to the State House,”
“ Relating to Trustees under Railroad Mortgages,”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Banns of Marriage,”
“ To incorporate the Massasoit Insurance Company,”
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Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Bill to repeal an Act to incorporate. Towns and Cities 
into Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, at their election, was 
read a second time, and the question being on ordering the 
same to a third reading,

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, offered an amendment to the 
same, which, with the Bill, was laid on the table, and the 
amendment ordered to be printed.

The Bill, “ In relation to the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Judicial Court,” was read a second time, amended, and ordered 
to a third reading.

The Bill, “ Relating to Jury Trials,” was read a third time, 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February twenty-fifth, relative 
to Oaths of certain Officers ;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petitions of Hammond 
and Sawyer, and Nathan Tufts, Jr.,

Were severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concur
rence.

Adjourned.





Tuesday, Marcii 10, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of providing by law, that parties giving 
notice of intention of marriage, shall be required to do so over 
their own signatures.

Mr. Mayhew, of Milford, presented the Petition of the Justice 
of the Police Court of the town of Milford, for establishing 
the office of Clerk of said Police Court.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Federal Relations be in

structed to inquire into the expediency of instructing our 
Senators, and requesting our Representatives, in Congress, to 
propose so to amend the first section of the third Article of the 
Constitution of the United States, as to provide that the Judges 
of the Supreme and Inferior Courts shall be elected by the 
people for a term of years.

On motion of Mr. Campbell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking, con

sider the expediency of providing by law, that officers of Banks 
shall give reasonable notices to promisors of notes left with 
them for collection, of the time when such notes shall become 
due and payable.

28
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On motion, it was 
Ordered, That

Messrs. Couch, of North Bridgewater,
Hudson, of Lexington,
Lee, of Charlestown,
Hale, of Boston, and 
Ranney, of Boston,

with such as the Senate may join, be a Committee to con
sider and report what measures should be taken in view of the 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, in the 
Died Scott case.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, presented the Petition of Valen
tine Pease and others, for an Act of incorporation as the 
Caleb’s Pond Fishing Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Mayhew, of Milford, presented the Petition of J. R. 
Johnson and others, of Milford, for the establishment of an 
Asylum for Inebriates.

Referred to the committee having charge of that subject.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, presented the Petition of Robert
K. Remington and others, of Fall River, to be incorporated as 
the Fall River Young Men’s Christian Association.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, presented the Petition of John H. 
Pearson and others, for an amendment of the Pilot Laws.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
that subject.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, presented the Petition of the 
Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Corporation, for an exten
sion of time in which to construct their Road.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of E. P. 
Tileston and others, of Dorchester, in aid of that of William
D. Swan and others.
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Mr. Mayhew, of Milford, presented the Petition of the Mil
ford and Woonsocket Railroad Company, for an extension of 
time in which to construct their road.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, presented the Petition of E. W. Fitch 
and others, of New Marlborough ;

Mr. Smith, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of M. 1). 
Whittaker and others, of Chicopee ;

Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield, presented the Petition of Wallace
R. Warner and others, of Sunderland,

Severally for an amendment of the Constitution limiting 
the Sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of Daniel
B. Farr and others, for leave to build a wharf in Gloucester 
Flarbor.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Smith, of Templeton, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Horn 
Pond Branch Railroad Company, reported

A Bill to extend the Horn Pond Branch Railroad.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Flduca- 
tion, to whom was referred the Order of March tenth, relative 
to the protection of School-houses and their furniture,'reported

A Bill concerning School-houses and other Public Buildings.

Mr. Hudson, also from the same committee, to whom was 
reefrred the Order of January thirty-first, relative to an altera
tion of the laws in relation to High Schools, so far as they affect
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towns where there are incorporated academies ; also, the sev
eral'Petitions of

Edward Hitchcock and others,
Charles Butler and others,
Cheney Hatch and others,
Enos Dickinson and others, 

relative to the same subject, reported,
That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.
And said Report was read, and placed in the Orders of the 

Day.

Mr. Grarnmer, of Woburn, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Selectmen of Woburn, against the Petition of the Horn 
Pond Branch Railroad Company.

Laid on the table.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ Concerning the Boston and New York Central Railroad 

Company,”
“ Concerning the Millbury and Southbridge Railroad Com

pany,”
“ To amend chapter fifty-five of the Revised Statutes, re

lating to the Fisheries,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Report (asking to be discharged) of the Committee on 
Towns, on the Bill, (from the files of last year) “ To set off a 
part of Salem and Marblehead to Swampscott,” was read and 
placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House Resolve, in favor of the families of Solon H. 
Tenney, late Warden, and Galen C. Walker, late Deputy- 
Warden, of the State Prison, came down passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence, with an amendment, which was adopted, in 
concurrence.

The Petitions of Ephraim Dow, for compensation for ser
vices rendered at the request of the Inspectors of the State
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Prison, at Charlestown, and of Samuel Talbot, Jr., and others, 
in aid of the same,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Prisons.

The Petition of Mark Fay and others, of Marlborough, for 
the removal of Edward Greeley Coring from the office of 
Judge of Probate for the County of Suffolk,

Was referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

The Petition of Thomas Matthews and others, of Barnstable 
County, in aid of the Petition of the Middleborough and 
Taunton Railroad Company,

Was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Daniel K. Aiken and others, of Yarmouth, 
in aid of that of Levi Baker and others, was referred to the 
Committee on Claims.

The Reports of the Inspectors of the State Almshouses at 
Bridgewater and Monson ; also,

The Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Asylum 
at Northampton,

Were severally referredto theCommittee on Public Charitable 
Institutions

An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of Samuel 
Smith, Jr., and others.

Severally in concurrence.

A message was received from the Senate, announcing that 
Samuel Andrews had again been elected on the part of that 
branch, Major-General of the First Division of the Massa
chusetts Volunteer Militia.

Pursuant to assignment, the hour having arrived, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the Resolve providing for an 
Amendment to the Constitution relative to districting the
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State for the choice of Representatives to the General Court, 
the question being on agreeing to the same, but before taking 
any action thereon, the Resolve was laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, “ Relating to Billiard 
Tables and Bowling Alleys,” was passed to be engrossed, was 
carried in the affirmative.

The Bill was then amended, on motion of Mr. Joy, of Bos
ton, and the same, as amended, was then passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolves, “ In favor of the State Farm at West- 
borough,” were read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Engrossed Bill, “ To incorporate the Dorchester Athe
naeum,” (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Resolve on the Petition of Thomas J. Fletcher and 
others, Indians of Herring Pond,

Was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

And
The House

Adjourned.



Wednesday, March 11, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Endicott, of Salem,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to cause 

the American flag to be raised at half-mast from the cupola 
of the State House, on Thursday, the twelfth instant, the day 
designated for the obsequies of the late Elisha Kent Kane.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Draper, of Roxbury, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to pro

cure and furnish to the members, officers and reporters of the 
House, who may apply therefor, one copy each of Hale’s De
bates of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and one copy 
each of Cushing’s Manuel.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That Thursday next, at twelve o’clock, be specially 

assigned for the election, on the part of the House, of Major- 
General of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia.

Severally laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield,offered an Order relative to the abol
ishment of the present Militia System, which was rejected.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, presented the Petition of John 
Gustin and others, of Danvers, in relation to the engrossment 
of chapter two hundred and six of the Acts of eighteen hun
dred and forty-nine.

29
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Mr. Russell, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of Josiah 
P. Cooke and others, against the Petition of the Mayor of 
the City of Boston, relative to assessing damages in laying out 
streets.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston, presented the Remonstrance of 
Horatio Harris and Company and others, against the passage 
of the Bill “ In addition to the several Acts for the relief of In
solvent Debtors and the more equal distribution of their 
effects.”

Laid on the table.

Mr. Field, of Boston, presented the Petition of Charles Spear 
and others, for an Inspector of Prisons for the State of Massa
chusetts.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, presented the Petition of Paul 
Mirick and others, of Princeton, for an Amendment to the 
Constitution limiting the Sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in 
State Expenditures.

Mr. Estabrook, of Royalston, presented the Petition of Silas 
Hale, of Royalston, that a part of the town of Phillipston may 
be annexed to the town of Royalston.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, presented the Petition of the 
Trustees and Members of the First Religious Society of Hali
fax, for the enactment of a law exempting parish funds from 
taxation.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of John 
Stockman and others, for leave to lay down gas pipes in West 
Roxbury.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.
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Mr. Davis, of Westport, presented the Petition of Job Davis 
and others, of Westport, for aid to the Free State Settlers in 
Kansas.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

The Remonstrance of the Selectmen and others of Woburn, 
against the Petition of the Horn Pond Branch Railroad, was 
taken from the table, and referred to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals.

Severally sent up concurrence.

Mr. Trask, of Springfield, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of George Dunham and Matthew P. Butler, reported

A Bill, to authorize George Dunham and another to build a 
.wharf.

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Abram Read and others, 
reported

A Bill, to authorize Abraham Read and others to build a 
Wharf in the City of Fall River.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Edward Lamb, reported

A Resolve, “ In favor of Edward Lamb.”

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Dor
chester Avenue Railroad Company, reported

A Bill, “ In addition to an Act incorporating the Dorchester 
Avenue Railroad Company.”

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petition of P. J. Stone and others, 
reported

A Bill, “ Extending the time for the construction of the 
Mystic Railroad.”
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Arid these Hills and Resolve were severally read, and or
dered to a second reading.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Levi Baker and others, 
reported,

Asking to be discharged, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Accepted, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Selectmen of West Spring- 
field, and

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, from the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges, to whom was referred the Petition of the Mayor 
of the City of Boston, relative to a change of the names of 
certain Bridges, severally reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported an Order of Notice on the Petition of Marble 
Shepard and others ;

Mr. Wood, from the same committee, reported a similar 
Order on the Petition of John R. Rollins and others,

And they were severally read and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Grammer, of Woburn, the Bill to extend 
the Horn Pond Branch Railroad, was discharged from the 
Orders of the Day, and recommitted to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, with instructions to issue an Order of 
Notice on the Towns of Winchester and Woburn.

Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the Order of March fifth, relative to the examination
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into the mode of investment of the funds of the Common
wealth, was adopted in concurrence, and, under a suspension 
of the Rules, the motion was considered and carried. And on 
motion of the same gentleman, the House non-concurred with 
the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
The Bill to prevent the larceny and fraudulent destruction 

or concealment of Wills, came down m a new draft under the 
title of “ Bill to punish the larceny, fraudulent destruction, or 
concealment of Wills,”

And the same was referred to the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery.

The Bill to extend the time within which to construct 
the New York and Boston Railroad, was read, and ordered 
to a second reading.

The Report of the Committee on Railways and Canals, on 
the Petition of the Eastern Railroad Company, for an exten
sion of the time of payment of scrip issued by the Common
wealth, was accepted; and it was accordingly ordered, in 
concurrence,

That the Attorney-General be requested to give his opinion 
upon the validity of the mortgage which the State holds upon 
the road and franchise of the Eastern Railroad Corporation) 
and whether the loan thereby secured can be extended without 
prejudice to the interests of the Commonwealth.

Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law that the per diem of the members of the Legislature 
shall not exceed three hundred dollars to each for any one 
Session.

The Petition of the Selectmen of East Bridgewater, for a 
change of line between said town and the town of Halifax,

Was referred to the Committee on Towns.
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An Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of Stephen 
Cole and others.

Severally in concurrence.

Mr. Couch, of North Bridgewater, was excused from serv
ing on the Joint Special Committee under the Order of yester
day, relative to the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in regard to the Dred Scott case, and Mr. 
Stickney, of Georgetown, was appointed in his place.

The Resolve providing for an amendment to the Constitu
tion, relative to districting the State for the choice of Repre
sentatives to the General Court, was taken from the table, and 
at eleven o’clock, pursuant to assignment, the question being 
stated on agreeing to the same, the roll was called, and it 
appeared that there were two hundred and sixty-six yeas, and 
fifty-two nays, so the amendment was agreed to, in concur
rence. (See Appendix, No. 9.)

The Engrossed Bill to amend the charter of the John Han
cock Bank of Springfield, which originated in the House of 
Representatives, was passed to be enacted, and sent to the 
Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the
Bills,
“ Regulating the Payment of Fines, Forfeitures and Costs 

in Criminal Cases,”
u -I-0 establish a Board of Directors of Public Institutions 

lor the City of Boston and the County of Suffolk,”
u U relation to the Accounts of Executors, Administrators 

and Guardians, and examination of persons suspected of Em
bezzlement in Certain Cases,”

11 In relation to the removal of Snow from the Sidewalks of 
Cities,”

lo  amend chapter fifty-fifth of the Revised Statutes, re
lating to the Fisheries,”

“ Concerning the Millbury and Southbridge Railroad Com 
pany,” and
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The Resolves,
“ For the payment of certain General Expenses not other

wise provided for,”
“ Providing for the Contingent Expenses of the Council, 

Legislature, and offices in the State House,”
“ Concerning the Quartermaster-General’s Department,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ To incorporate the First Baptist Church, in Woburn,”
“ In relation to the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Judicial 

Court,”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Banns of Marriage,”
“ To incorporate the Massasoit Insurance Company and
The Resolve, “ In favor of the Town of Huntington ;”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ To amend the four hundred and seventy-eighth chapter of 

the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

Lawrence Bridge,”
“ To authorize William G. Johnson to build a Wharf in the 

town of Rowley,”
“ To incorporate the Fall River and Warren Railroad Com

pany,” and

The Resolve, “ On the Petition of Charles S. Breed and 
others,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Claims,-on the Petition of A. E. Knight;

On the Petition of Dexter Henshaw and others ;
Of the Committee on Towns, on the Petition of Erastus 

Ware and others;
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Of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, on 
the Petition of the First Universalist Society in Fitchburg; 

Of the Committee on the Fisheries, on the Petitions of

And the Report, asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, of the Committee on Towns on the 
Bill, (from the files,) to set off a part of Salem and Marble
head, and annex the same to Swampscott, were severally 
accepted, the last seven in concurrence, and the first sent up 
for concurrence.

The hour specially assigned having arrived, the House pro
ceeded to the reconsideration of the “ Resolve in relation to 
furnishing public information to daily papers,” the same hav
ing been returned to the House by the Governor, with certain 
objections thereto. And the question having been stated on 
passing the same, the objections to the contrary notwithstand
ing, the roll was called, and it appeared that there were one 
hundred and ninety-five yeas, and eighty-eight nays, so the 
Resolve was passed.

The yeas and nays were as follows :

Seth Crowell and another, 
Jerome Cross and others, 
Ansel Phelps, Jr., and others;

Yeas.

Messrs. Adams, J. Messrs. Bates
Adams, S. P. 
Alden
Allen, A. H. 
Allen, J.
Allen, T.
Allen, W. H. 
Andrews, I. W. 
Andrews, J. L. 
Austin 
Bachelier 
Bailey 
Bardwell 
Bassett

Bennett
Bent
Bertram
Bigelow
Brewer, J. N.
Brewer, T. M.
Brown
Burrage
Carver
Chase
Childs
Clapp
Clark, N.
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Messrs. Clark, T.
Coffin
Cogswell
Copeland
Couch
Crowell
Cummings
Currier
Curtis
Dana
Daniel
Daniels
Davis, A,
Davis, C. A. 
Davis, D. G. 
Davis, W. T.
Day 
Deming 
Dennison 
Dillingham 
Dodge, J. C. 
Dodge, R. B. 
Dodge, T.
Draper
Dickenson
Estabrook
Edgerly
Edwards
Endicott
Fai es '
Farley
Farmer
Faulkner
Fay
Ferry
Field, of Athol. 
Field, of Boston. 
Fitch, G. M. 
Fitch, J.
Foster, C.
Fry
Gardner, H, N.
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Messrs. Gardner, M. T. 
Gay 
Gilbert 
Gill
Gleason 
Goodhue 
Goodwin, A. E. 
Hale, C 
Hale, T. 
Hammond 
Harris, D. L. 
Harris, J. B. 
Hastings 
Hills, H. S. 
Hinckley 
Hinsdale 
Holden 
Hopkins 
Hudson 
Hunt
Johnson, D. U. 
Johnson, F. M. 
Johnson, H. D. 
Johnson, N. L. 
Jones 
Kelly 
Keyes
Kimball, John 
King
Knowlton
Lamkin
Lewis, J.
Litchfield
Lombard
Loring, II.
Loring, S. L.
Loud
Macomber
Mitchell
Monk
Moore, I. L. 
Mosely
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Messrs. Murray 
Nelson 
Newland 
Newton 
Norcross 
Nowell, C.
Noyes
Paine
Parker
Parsons
Payne
Pearl
Perham
Perkins
Perry
Pollard
Pond
Prescott, W. C.
Purple
Putnam
Reed
Rice J.
Rice J. P.
Rice T., Jr. 
Rickards, H. M. 
Richards, M., Jr. 
Richardson, W. T. 
Ring 
Robbins
Rockwood, S. L. 
Russell, T. H. 
Sanford 
Sargent 
Sawyer, M., 2d 
Sawyer, T. T. 
Schouler 
Seabury 
Shaw, S. A. 
Sherman 
Smith, B.
Smith, G. A. 
Smith, J.

Messrs. Smith, J. H. 
Smith, R.
Southworth
Spaulding
Spooner
Stebbins, S.
Stephens
Stickney
Stone, W. F.
Stubbs
Sweetzer
S wift
Taft, E. W. 
Talbot 
Tarbell 
Taylor
Thompson, G. F. 
Tufts, A.
Tufts, 0.
Tuttle 
Tyler, H.
Tyler, I.
Upham
Vinson
Vose
Wadsworth, J. P.
Wadsworth, S.
Walden
Ward, J. W.
Warren
Webster
Wells
White, F. W. 
Whitney 
Wilder, I. M. 
Williams 
Wood, D.
Wood, W. H. 
Woodbery 
Woodman 
Wright, A. J.
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Nays.

Messrs. Adams, L.
Allen, L. F.
Armington
Baker
Ballard
Batcheller
Blackmer
Bliss
Blood
Bradbury
Browne
Burlingham
Campbell, I. T.
Colton
Conant, N.
Conant, T.
Cook
Corbin
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Crosby
Daggett
Dike
Dodge, E. H.
Dresser
Dunbar
Flanders
Fuller
Gilman
Goddard
Goodwin, J. A.
Grammer
G riegs
Hard
Hardy
Hathaway
Heaton
Hills, T. C.

Messrs. Hodges 
Howard 
Humphrey 
Hyde 
Joy
Kimball, H. 
Larned 
Lawrence 
Lewis, D. J. 
Lovell 
Merrill 
Miller 
Moore, H.
Morrill
Morris
Morse
Newmarch
Nichols
Page
Plummer
Pooler
Porter
Potter
Prescott, L.
Ramsdell
Rice, L. H.
Richardson, H.
Rockwood, M., Jr.
Sanderson
Saunders
Simonds
Smedley
Smith, II.
Soule
Stebbins, M. 
Tenny
Thompson, G. N.
Trafton
Trask
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Messrs. Twiss 
Wales
WTard, A. A.
Webber
Wheeler

Messrs. White, T. S.
Whiting 
Wilder, J. E. 
Wood, W. W. 
Wright, FI.

Thereupon
'l'he House

Adjourned.



Thursday, March 12, 185T

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Russell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of amending chapter fifty-two of the Laws of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five.

On motion of Mr. Stickney, of Georgetown,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of so amending section fifteen, chapter ninety-five 
of the Revised Statutes, as that Deputy-Sheriff's may have the 
power to serve venires in the same manner as Constables now 
have.

On motion of Mr. Harris, of Winchendon,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 

consider the expediency of so amending the three hundred and 
sixty-third chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five, as to allow all persons who have become bona fide citizens 
of this Commonwealth, to take the benefit of the Insolvency 
Laws.

On motion of Mr. Harris, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the outstanding Bills nowin the hands of the 

Sergeant-at-Arms against the Commonwealth, for repairing 
and furnishing the State House in eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five and eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and not provided for 
in the appropriations, be referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings.

31
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Mr. Russel], of Boston, presented the Petition of H. W. 
Button and Son, to be appointed State Printers.

Referred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Taggart, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Town of Haverhill, against the Petition of the County 
Commissioners of Essex, for leave to borrow money.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, presented the Petition of Ezra 
Hammond and others, for leave to sell certain Real Estate in 
Andover.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Allen, of Grafton, presented the Petition of A. F. Smith 
and others, for an amendment to the Act of incorporation of 
the “ Quinsigamond House.”

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, presented the Remonstrance of
S. G. Bowdlear and Company and others, against'the passage 
of the Act now before the House, in addition to the several 
Acts for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, &c.

Laid on the table.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Draper, of Roxbury, 
was laid on the table.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, 
relative to the election of Major-General, was amended, on 
motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, by striking out the words,
“ Thursday next,” and inserting instead the words, “ Thursday, 
the nineteenth instant; ” and, as amended, was adopted.

Mr. White, of Medway, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to furnish 

the officers, member and reporters of this House, with one 
copy each of Hale’s Debates for the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six.

Laid over, under the Rule.
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On motion of Mr. Fay, of Chelsea,
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture consider the 

expediency of authorizing Towns to set out shade trees upon 
their public squares and highways.

On motion of Mr. Field, of Athol,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Library examine and 

report such alterations as are necessary to be made on the 
plates of the State Map, and the expense of the same.

Mr. Twiss, of Worcester, presented the Petition of T. W. 
Higginson and others, for the establishment of an Asylum 
for Inebriates.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Nye, of Sandwich, presented the Petition of Abram 
Nye and others, for an alteration in the Pilot Laws.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on that subject.

Mr. Currier, of Salisbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Town of Salisbury against the Petition of the Essex 
Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of S. 
G. Stinson and others, for an Act of incorporation as an 
Insurance Company in the city of Charlestown.

Mr. Batchelier of Sutton, presented the Petition of George
D. Ricker and others, for an Act of incorporation as the Bos
ton Union Coal Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Mayhew, of Milford, presented the Petition of Charles 
F. Chapin and others, of Milford ;

Mr. Deming, of Northampton, presented the Petition of S.
E. Bridgman and others, of Northampton,
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Severally for an amendment of the Constitution limiting 
the Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. Harris, of Winchendon, presented the Petition of Ezra 
Porter and others, that all real estate may be taxed for school 
district purposes in the district where it is situated.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Order of February 
fifth, relative to allowing Savings Banks to loan money on 
Railroad Stocks; also,

On the Order of March third, relative to Returns from Sav
ings Institutions ;

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the Joint Special Committee 
on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the Right 
of Suffrage and the Qualification of Voters, to whom was refer
red the Order of February twenty-fourth, relative to the Returns 
of the Election of Governor and Lieutenant-Governor ; also,

On the Order of February fifth, relative to the Election of 
Judges of Probate,

Severally reported, that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of E. F. Watson 
and others, for a Savings Bank in Lowell; also,

The Petition of Charles H. Carroll, for the suppression of the 
circulation of small Bank Notes ; also,

The Petition of John P. Cleveland and others, for a Savings 
Bank in Lowell, reported,

That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of the 
Day.



THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 1857. 307

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petitions of Benjamin
L. Pitcher and others, reported

A Bill “ To incorporate the Franklin Savings Bank, in Paw
tucket,” which was read once and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ To perpetuate the evidence of title to Real Proper

ty obtained under Mortgage Deeds containing a power of 
sale,” was referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Massachusetts 

Sabbath School Society,”
“ To set off a part of the town of Duxbury, and annex the 

same to the town of Kingston,” and

The Resolve, “ Authorizing the Board of Education to ap
point Agents,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

The Resolve (from the files of last year) providing for an 
Amendment to the Constitution, relative to the qualifications 
of voters, was read, and assigned for consideration to-morrow, 
at twelve o’clock, M.

On motion, it was ordered further, that the question on 
agreeing to the same be taken at twelve o’clock, M., on Tues
day next.

The Petition of Richard Borden and others, for an Act of 
Incorporation, under the title of the American Print Works 
Company,

Was referred to the Committee on Manufactures.
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Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
James A. Knowlton and others,
E. W. Madge and others,
The Towns of Lynnfield and North Reading, and 
S. S. Arnold and others,

Severally in concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Chase, of Lynn, the vote whereby the 

Report of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Levi 
Raker, referring the same to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, was accepted, was reconsidered. The 
Report was then amended, by substituting a Special Com
mittee of the House for the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Ihe Report was then sent up for concurrence.

The Bill relating to the Trustee Process, was discharged 
from the Orders of the Day and recommitted to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

The Bill to amend the Charter of the Boston Inland Mu
tual Insurance Company, was discharged from the Orders of 
the Day and recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance.

The Engrossed Bill, to establish the City of Chelsea, (which 
originated in the Senate,) was passed to be enacted and sent 
to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day; and

The Bill, to amend an Act concerning the Indexing of 
Deeds, was read a third time, amended, and as amended 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill relating to the Competency of Witnesses was read 
a third time, and amended, on motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cam
bridge, the question then being on ordering the same to be 
engrossed, as amended. The Yeas and Nays were ordered on 
the same.
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And the Roll having been called, it appeared that there were 
one hundred and sixty-seven Yeas, and one hundred and ten 
Nays; so the Bill was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence. (See Appendix, No. 10.)

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

An additional Order of Notice was passed, in concurrence, 
on the Petition of Ephraim Brown and others, and

The House

Adjourned.



.



Friday, March 13, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

propriety of increasing the amount to be retained by the Clerk 
of the Courts for the County of Ilampden, for his annual 
salary.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. White, of Medway, 
was taken up and rejected.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of so modifying the laws of this Commonwealth 
relating to High Schools, as to allow of the employment of 
female teachers as principals of such schools.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Boylston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to inquire into the oxpediency of a law requiring teachers of 
Academies and Private Schools to report to the School Com
mittee of their respective cities and towns, those facts in refer
ence to their schools which said committee is required to report 
to the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Ferry, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Roads and 

Bridges consider and report what legislation is necessary to 
prevent the pasturing of cattle upon highways in towns and 
villages, with a keeper.

32
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Mr. Burlingame, of Adams, presented the Petition of Jacob 
Holman and others, of Adams ; also,

The Petition of N. P. Brown and others, of Florida;

Mr. Ferry, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of George 
Sheldon and others, of Chicopee,

Severally for an amendment of the Constitution limiting 
the Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of Peter 
Hubbell and others, in aid of that of the Fitchburg Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Bertram, of Salem, presented the Petition of W. S. Mes- 
servey and others, of Salem, in aid of the Petition of the 
Eastern Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Ring, of Huntington, presented the Petition of the 
Selectmen of Huntington, for relief from the support of cer
tain bridges.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Severally sent up concurrence.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February tenth, 
relative to the expediency of enacting a general Lein Law ; 
also,

The Order of February nineteenth, relative to Hawkers and 
Peddlers;

Mr. Yose, also from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Order of February eleventh, relative to requiring 
County Treasurers to make ,returns to the Assessors of Towns,
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of the debts due from said counties to the inhabitants of said 
towns,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Mr. Wood, also from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the Order of March fifth, relative to uncurrent Bank 
Bills, reported

A Bill, “ Concerning worthless Bank Bills.”

Mr. Yose, also from the same committee, on the Orders of 
January seventeenth, twenty-fourth, and February third, rela
tive to the Homestead Exemption, reported

A Bill, “ To exempt from levy on execution, the homestead 
of a householder.”

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Senate Bill, “ To repeal the one hundred and 
fifty-second chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five, reported,

That the same ought to pass.

And these Bills were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the Petition of Benjamin 
Smith, for a pension for Revolutionary services, reported

A Resolve on the Petition of Benjamin Smith, a soldier of 
the Revolution, and the same was read three several times 
under a suspension of the Rules, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, the Order offered by 
him relative to the roll call of the House, was taken from the 
table and rejected.
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The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House re
fused leave to introduce the Resolve relating to furnishing 
Schools with Dictionaries at the public expense, was taken 
from the table, and the vote having been taken, the motion 
was rejected.

The Engrossed Bill, to continue in force an Act to incorpo
rate the Essex Mutual Fire Insurance Company; and

The Resolve, in favor of the families of Solon H. Tenney, 
late Warden, and Galen C. Walker, late Deputy-Warden of 
the State Prison, (which severally originated in the House of 
Representatives,) were severally passed, the former to be 
enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of the Fairhaven Branch Railroad Company, 

for an Act to regulate the Perry Way, between their slips, was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of the Selectmen of Halifax for a change in 
the dividing line between that town and East Bridgewater, 
was referred to the Committee on Towns.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
The Agricultural Branch Railroad Company,
The Plorn Pond Branch Railroad Company, and 
Alfred Presson and others.

Ordered, That Messrs. Hoar and Bonney, of the Senate, 
and

Messrs. Vose, of Springfield,
Baker, of Medford,
Ranney, of Boston,
Cogswell, of Worcester, and 
Browne, of Dorchester,

on the part of the House, be a Committee, whose duty it shall 
be to consider and report what legislation, if any, is necessary 
to provide for the submission to the people of such proposed 
Amendments to the Constitution as shall be agreed to by the
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Legislature, and also what legislation may be needed to carry 
into effect such as may be adopted by the people, before the 
adjournment of the Legislature.

The Report of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of 
Levi Baker, came down non-concurred in the reference of said 
Petition to Special Committee of five on the part of the House, 
and referred to a Joint Special Committee, consisting of two 
on the part of the Senate, to be joined to the number proposed 
on the part of the House.

On motion, the Flouse receded, and concurred with the 
Senate, and the Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as 
the Committee on the part of the House, viz. :—

Messrs. Johnson, of Abington,
Prescott, of Salem,
Field, of Boston,
Soule, of New Bedford, and 

• Crowell, of Yarmouth.

The hour specially assigned for the consideration of the Re
solve providing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative 
to the qualifications of voters, having arrived, the same was 
laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and
The Bill, relating to the Officers of Religious Societies 

other than Congregational, was read a third time, and passed 
to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, concerning the Measurement of Liquids, was taken 
up, when Mr. Grammer, of Woburn, proposed as a substitute 
for the same, a new Bill, which was read, and after discussion, 
adopted, and ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, to exempt certain articles from attachment and 
execution, was laid on the table, together with a substitute 
proposed thereto by Mr. Baker, of Medford, and the substitute 
was ordered to be printed.

The Bill, in addition to an Act, entitled, “ An Act in relation
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to Mortgages,” was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

The Report (leave to withdraw) on the Petition of M. F'ield 
Fowler and others ; and

(Inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of January twenty- 
second, relative to the Measurement of Wood,

Were severally accepted, the latter in concurrence, and the 
former sent up for concurrence.

I he Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Claims, on the Petition of the Selectmen of Andover, was 
amended by substituting therefor, on motion of Mr. Foster, of 
Andover, a Resolve, l< In favor of the Town of Andover,” 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading.

I he Report (inexpedient to legislate) on Order relative to 
appointment of members of the Legislature to office, was 
amended, on motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborough, by sub
stituting therefor a Bill, “ Concerning the appointment of 
Members of the Legislature to certain offices,” and the same 
was read, and ordered to a second reading.

the Bill to repeal certain Acts concerning Persons under 
Sentence of Death, was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen, 
but before taking any action thereon,

The House,

On motion of Mr. Armington, of Boston,

Adjourned.



Saturday, March 14, 185T.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Griggs, of Westborough,
Ordered, That the vote on the Bill “ To repeal certain Acts 

concerning Persons under Sentence of Death,” be taken this 
day at twelve o’clock, meridian.

On motion of Mr. Coffin, of Conway,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Dred Scott case in

quire into the expediency of asking the opinion of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of this State, on the following questions :—

First. Is the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in relation to the above mentioned case, in accordance 
with the National Constitution?

Second. How far does that decision have binding force on 
the people of Massachusetts ?

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, the 
vote whereby the above Order was adopted, was reconsidered, 
and the question then recurring on the adoption of the Order, 
it was decided in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Chase, of Lynn,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether any amendment of chapter one hundred 
and ninety-one, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and forty-live, 
is necessary to secure to connecting Railroad Corporations the 
benefit intended to be secured to them by that Act.

33
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On motion of Mr. Joy, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct

ed to inquire, whether any further legislation is necessary in 
regard to the jurisdiction of the Court of Common Pleas, and 
of the Superior Court for the County of Suffolk.

Mr. Perkins, of Newbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Town of Newbury, against the Petition of the County 
Commissioners of Essex County to borrow money.

Mr. Edwards, of West Newbury, also presented a similar 
Remonstrance of the citizens of that Town,

And the same were referred to the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington,
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons be requested to 

inquire into the expediency of revising and equalizing the Sal
aries of the Officers in the Massachusetts State Prison.

Mr. Twiss, of Worcester, presented the Petition of the 
Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospitals at Worcester and 
Taunton, for an increase of allowance for the support of State 
patients within said institutions.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Remonstrances of 
J. W. Mulliken and others, and 
Ebenezer Hobbs and others,

Severally against the Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad 
Company.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
Samuel S. Gay, against the Petition of the Worcester Rail
road Company, for leave to relocate a part of their line.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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Mr. Barrett, of Concord, presented the Petition of Willard 
Farrar and others, of Concord, for the removal of Edward 
Greeley Loring from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, presented the Petition of Isaac 
Clapp, for relief from the Statute of Limitations.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary 
to whom was recommitted the Bill relating to the Trustee Pro
cess, reported

The same in an amended draft.

Mr. Bodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was recommitted the “ Bill in relation 
to the form of Bonds to be given by Executors who are residu
ary legateesalso,

The Senate Bill relative to the same subject, reported
The same in a new draft.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Samuel Ingalls and others ; also,

Sundry Petitions in aid of the same, reported
A Bill authorizing the removal of the office of the Register 

of Deeds for the Northern District of Berkshire, from Lanes- 
borough to Adams.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of Josiah 
Hooker, and others, reported

A Bill relating to the Springfield Institutions for Savings.

Mr. Wells, of Chicopee, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, to whom were referred sundry Petitions for aid for 
the Free State Settlers in Kansas, reported

Resolves for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of Kansas.
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Mr. Hale, of Boston, from the Committee on the .Library, 
to whom was referred the Resolves relating to the Indexes and 
Papers of the House of Representatives, reported,

As a substitute therefor
A Resolve, to complete the Index to the Journals, and cata

logue of the papers of the House of Representatives.

And said Bills and Resolve were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading.

Mr. Hale, also from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Petition of E. R. Livingston and others, reported

A Resolve on the Petition of E. R. Livingston and others, 
and under a suspension of the Rule the same was read three 
several times and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Order of March tenth, 
relative to notices on promissory notes, and

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, from the Committee on the Judi. 
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of February six, relative 
to persons arrested for crime, severally reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of February twenty- 
six relative to dissolutions of attachments, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration there
of, and that the same be referred to the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

The Petitions of
Charles Wright and others, and 
D. A. Hathaway and others,

for an amendment to the Constitution limiting the Sessions
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of the Legislature, were referred to the Committee on Re
trenchment and Reform in State Expenditures,

Severally in concurrence.

A Bill to authorize James G. Tarr and others to extend 
their wharf,

And a Resolve on the Petition of Calvin Jennings and J. S 
Montague,

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

A Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Claims 
on the Petition of the Town of Brewster, and

A Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Library, on the communication of the Secretary relative to 
the application of the Canadian Parliament,

Were severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ To authorize WTlliam G. Johnson to build a wharf in the 

town of Rowley,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

Lawrence Bridge,”
“ To amend the four hundred and seventy-eighth chapter of 

the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five,”
li To incorporate the Fall River and Warren Railroad Com

pany,” (which severally originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The Bill, to repeal an Act to incorporate Towns and Cities 
into Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, at their election, was 
taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Resolve on the Petition of Thomas J. Fletcher and 
others, Indians of Herring Pond, was discharged from the 
Orders of the Day, and recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.
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The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. King, of Roxbury, it was
Ordered, That in consideration of the Orders of the Day, 

to-day, and on each succeeding Saturday, undebatable matters 
be first acted upon, and accordingly,

The Bills,
“ Concerning the Boston and New York Central Railroad 

Company,”
“ To authorize George Dunham and another to build a 

wharf,”
“ To authorize Abraham Read and others to build a wharf 

in the City of Fall River,”
“ To extend the time within which to construct the New 

York and Boston Railroad,”
“ To incorporate the Franklin Savings Bank, in Pawtucket,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Massachusetts 

Sabbath School Society,” and

The Resolve “ In favor of Edward Lamb,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills,
“ In relation to the accounts of Executors, Administrators 

and Guardians, and examination of persons suspected of 
embezzlement, in certain cases,”

“ In relation to the removal of snow from the sidewalks of 
cities,” and

The Resolves,
“ For the payment of certain General Expenses not other

wise provided for,”
“ Concerning the Quartermaster-General’s Department,”

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.
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The Senate Bills,
“ Relating to the State House,”
“ Concerning the Millbury and Southbridge Railroad Com

pany,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges, on the Petition of the Mayor of Boston, relative 
to the change of Name of certain Bridges;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of the Select
men of West Springfield ;

Of the Committee on Banks and Banking, on the Petitions 
of

E. F. Watson and others, and 
John P. Cleveland and others;

And (inexpedient to legislate) of the same committee, on 
the Order of February fifth relative to the Investment of the 
Funds of Savings Banks in Railroad Stock;

Of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the Order of Feb
ruary eleventh relative to requiring certain returns from Coun
ty Treasurers; also,

On the Order of February nineteenth relative to Hawkers 
and Peddlers,

Were severally accepted, and the first four sent up for con
currence.

The Bill to repeal certain Acts concerning Persons under 
Sentence of Death was then taken up, the question being on 
the adoption of the substitute offered by Mr. Spaulding. After 
discussion, the hour of twelve o’clock having arrived, the vote 
was taken and the substitute was rejected. The question then 
recurred on ordering the Bill to a third reading, and the vote 
having been taken, it was decided in the affirmative.

The Bill in addition to an Act to protect the Property of 
Married Women, was laid on the table, together with certain 
amendments, proposed thereto by Messrs. Ranney, and E.
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Wright, of Boston, and the amendments were ordered to be 
printed.

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Sawyer, of Charlestown, moved a reconsideration of a 
vote of yesterday, whereby the Report of the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on the Petition of M. Field 
Fowler, was accepted.

Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill relating to the State House was passed 
to be engrossed, and these motions were placed in the Orders 
of the Day.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the Bill, “ In 
addition to the several Acts for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, 
and the more equal distribution of their effects,” was consid
ered.

Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, offered an amendment to the same, 
pending the question on which,

The House, on motion of Mr. White, of Medway,

Adjourned.



»

M o n d ay , M a rc h  16, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, presented the Petition of George 
W. Richardson and George M. Rice, Mayor, and President of 
the Common Council of the City of Worcester, for an Amend
ment of the City Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, presented the Petition of Peter 
Parker and others, of Groveland, for aid for the Free State 
Settlers in Kansas.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Greenfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons be instructed to 

report whether any further legislation is necessary in relation 
to insane convicts at the State Prison.

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, offered the following 
Order:—

Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll be instruct
ed to report a Resolve, limiting the pay of Members of the 
Legislature to three hundred dollars.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Insti

tutions visit the State Farm and Reform School, at West- 
borough, and examine the condition and manner of conduct
ing the same, and that the result of such examination be 

34
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reported to this House in connection with their Repoit upon 
the other Public Charitable Institutions of the'Commonwealth.

Severally laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, presented the Petition of G. 
W. Richardson and George M. Rice, Mayor and President of 
the Common Council for the city of Worcester, for reimburse
ment of moneys paid for the support of State Paupers.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Cook, of Fall River, presented the Petition of the 
Mayor of the city of Fall River, for an amendment to the 
Charter of said city in relation to the election of Ward 
Officers.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Dike, of Stoneham, presented the Petition of Amasa 
Farrer and others, of Stoneham, for the removal of Edward 
Greeley Loring from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Perry, of New Salem, presented the Petition of Horatio 
N. Watson and others, relative to granting aid to Agricul
tural Societies.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Taft, of Dedham, presented the Petition of Edward M. 
Richards and others, of Dedham ;

Mr. Perkins, of Newbury, presented the Petition of Daniel 
Adams and others, of Newbury,

Severally for an Amendment to the Constitution limiting 
the Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, presented the Petition of Isaac Bas
sett and others, of Lynn, in aid of the Petition of the Eastern 
Railroad.
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Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
Albert G. Brown, against the Petition of the Worcester Rail
road.

Mr. Purple, of Gill, presented the Remonstrance of Luther 
Dudley and others, of Leverett; also,

The Remonstrance of Samuel F. Dudley and others, of 
Shutesbury,

Severally against the Petition of James K. Mills and others,

Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Town of Watertown ; also,

The Remonstrance of Luke Robinson and others, of said 
town,

Severally against the Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up concurrence.

Mr. Stephens, of Beverly, presented the Petition of Stephen 
Baker and others, of Beverly, for aid for the Free State Settlers 
in Kansas.

Laid on the table.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, from the Committee on Retrench
ment and Reform in State Expenditures, to whom was referred 
the Resolves providing for the publication of certain Special 
Laws, reported,

That the same ought not to pass.

And the Bill was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company, was 

read and ordered to a second reading.
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A Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Claims, 
on the Petition of Franklin Wilder, was read and placed in 
the Orders of the Day.

An Order of Notice on the Petition of Silas Hale and oth
ers, was passed, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Resolves,
“ Granting Taxes to the several Counties,”
“ In favor of the late Acting-Clerk of the House of Repre

sentatives,”
On the Petition of Samuel Houghton, agent of the proprie

tors of Roxbury, Maine, (which severally originated in the 
House of Representatives,) and

A Resolve in favor of Charles S. Breed and others, (which 
originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

The Bill, “ To exempt certain articles from Attachment and 
Execution,” and

The Bill, “ In addition to an Act to protect the Property of 
Married Women,”

Were severally taken from the table and placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

The Resolve, providing for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion in relation to the qualification of voters, was taken up 
and considered, but before any action was had thereon, it was 
again laid on the table.

t

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester,
The Bill, “ Relating to Trustees under Railroad Mortgages,” 

was discharged from the Orders of the Day, and laid on the 
table.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the Bill “ To repeal certain Acts concerning
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Persons under sentence of Death,” was ordered to a third read
ing, and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House proceeded to the Orders of t.ho Day, the first 
matter being the Unfinished Business of Saturday, viz.: 
House Bill, “ In addition to the several Acts for the relief of 
Insolvent Debtors, and the more Equal Distribution of their 
Effects,” the question being on the amendment proposed 
thereto by Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg.

After debate, the amendment was rejected.
The Bill was then passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 

concurrence.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



»
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T u e sd a y , March IT, 185T.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Ranney, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to consider whether any further legislation is necessary in rela
tion to courts having authority to naturalize aliens.

Mr. Spaulding, of Methuen, presented the Petition of Joseph 
P. Howe and others, of Methuen, in aid of that of the City of 
Lawrence.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of Boylston,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary for 
restricting and regulating the sale of Arsenic, Strychnine, 
Prussic Acid, and other specified deadly poisons, that the diffi
culty of procuring-them for the purpose of taking human life 
may be increased, or, when procured and used for this purpose, 
that the time, place, and other circumstances of the sale may 
be more easily ascertained and adduced as proof against the 
murderer.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Prescott, of Salem, and

The Order offered by Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge,

Were severally rejected.
35
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On motion of Mr. Marble, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 

Insurance consider the expediency of furnishing the same pro
tection to such persons as shall sell to vessels or masters of 
vessels, now or hereafter sailing, on shares, as is now provided 
for, when otherwise manned.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, presented the Petition of D. B. 
Bartlett and others, of Dorchester, for the removal of Edward 
Greeley Loring from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of 
Charles Friend and Company, for leave to extend their wharf 
in Gloucester Harbor.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Russell, of Montague, presented the Remonstrances of 
R. L. Goss and others, of Montague,
David Ball and others, of Winchester,
Henry Burgess and others, of Hartford,
Sylvester Brown and others, of Sunderland,
Ira O. Lacy and others, of Northfield,
W. B. Washburn and others, of Erving;

Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield, the Remonstrance of Zebediah 
Graves and others, of Deerfield,

Severally against the Petition of the Proprietors of Locks 
and Canals on the Connecticut River, at South Hadley.

Mr. Wood, of Newburyport, presented the Petition of Mi- 
cajah Lunt and others, of Newburyport, in aid of that of the 
Eastern Railroad Company.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of William 
Seaver and others, in aid of that of the West Roxbury Rail' 
road; also of that of William Aspinwall and others.
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Mr. Cox, of Malden, presented the Remonstrance of Henry 
Barrett and others, against the Petition of the Crystal Lake 
Water Works.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Samuel INicolson and others, to be incorporated for the pur
pose of draining and improving Peat Lands.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Coffin, of Conway, presented the Petition of H. B. 
Childs and others for an amendment to the Constitution lim
iting the Sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in 
State Expenditures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Order of March fifth, also 
the,Petition of John Gustin and others, relative to an error in 
the engrossment of the Act of eighteen hundred and forty- 
nine, chapter two hundred and six;

Mr. Vose, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the Order of March fourth, relative to holding personal prop
erty subject to lien;

Mr. Russell, from the same committee, to whom was re
ferred the Order of February twenty-fourth, relative to the 
Charge for Blank Writs ;

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Order of February seventeenth, relative 
to extending the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace ; also,

On an Order of March fifth, relative to Keepers of Boarding 
Houses,

Severally reported, that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon,
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Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill proposed 
as a substitute for the House Bill to prevent the larceny or 
fraudulent destruction or concealment of Wills, reported

That the same ought not to pass.
And these several Reports were placed in the Orders of the 

Day.

Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee to whom was 
recommitted the House Bill, “ In addition to an Act entitled 
an Act in relation to Mortgages,” reported

The same in a new draft.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Senate Bill concerning Police Courts, re
ported,

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, from the Committee to whom 
was referred the Senate Bill to repeal chapter eleven of the 
Resolves of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, reported

Certain Resolves as a substitute therefor, under the title of 
“ Resolves authorizing the publication of Laws and Official 
Information.”

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Ju
diciary, to whom was referred the Orders of January thirtieth, 
thirty-first, and February third ; also,

The Petition of George H. Cobb and others, relative to the 
election of certain Town Officers, reported

A Bill providing for the election of Selectmen, Assessors, 
Overseers of the Poor and School Committees.

And these Bills and Resolves were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading.

i  iie Annual Report of the Agent for repairing Charles River 
and W arren Bridges, was taken from the table and referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

o
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The Annual Report of the Trustees of thçy Industrial School 
for Girls, was taken from the table, and referred to the Com
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve to complete the Index to the Journals and 
Catalogue of the Papers of the Plouse of Representatives, 
was discharged from the Orders of the Day, amended, read 
twice, as amended, under a suspension of the Rules, and passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ Concerning the offence of Obtaining Property 

under False Pretences,” was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

The Bills,
“ To confirm an Indenture concerning the Back Bay,”
“ To authorize the Commissioners of Worcester County to 

borrow Money,”

Were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

A Resolve, (from the files of last year,) providing for an 
Amendment to the Constitution relative to districting the 
State for the choice of Senators to the General Court, was 
read and specially assigned for consideration to-morrow, at 
eleven o’clock, A. M.

The Resolve, providing for an Amendment to the Constitu
tion relative to the Qualification of Voters, was taken from 
the table, and pursuant to assignment, at twelve o’clock, the 
question having been stated on agreeing to the same, the roll 
was called, and it appeared that there were two hundred and 
sixty-six yeas, and forty-three nays.

So the Amendment was agreed to in concurrence. [See 
Appendix, No. 11.]

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and the motion to



336 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

reconsider the vote whereby the Bill relating to the State 
House was passed to be engrossed, was carried in the affirma
tive, and the Bill was placed in the Orders of the Day.

The House refused to reconsider the vote whereby the Re
port on the Petition of M. Field Fowler was accepted; also,

The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the Bill, “ To 
repeal certain Acts concerning Persons under Sentence of 
Death,” was ordered to a third reading.

The Bill, “ In addition to an Act entitled an Act concerning 
Notes payable on Demand,” was passed over.

The Bill, “ In further addition to an Act to establish the 
City of Cambridge,” was laid on the table.

The Senate Report of the Committee on Banks and Bank- 
on the Order relative to the Tax on Banks, was taken up) 

and the House receded from their vote of recommitment of 
the same ; and the question then recurring on concurring with 
the Senate, in the acceptance of the Report,

Mr. Brooks, of Princeton, moved to amend the Report by 
substituting for the conclusion thereof, a Bill, “ Increasing the 
Tax on the Banks in this Commonwealth,” and the same was 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

The Bills,
“ Extending the’ time for the construction of the Mystic 

Railroad,”
“ In addition to an Act incorporating the Dorchester Avenue 

Railroad Company,”
“ To set off a part of the town of Duxbury, and annex the 

same to the town of Kingston,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Bill concerning School-houses and other public build
ings, was read a second time, amended, and as amended, 
ordered to a third reading.
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The House Bill, To establish a Board of Directors of Pub
lic Institutions for the City of Boston and the County of Suf
folk, and

The Resolve providing for the Contingent Expenses of the 
Council, Legislature and Offices in the State House,

Were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bill, To amend chapter fifty-five of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to the Fisheries, was read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

The House Resolve, “ In favor of the State Farm at West- 
borough,” was read a third time, amended, and as amended, 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Bill, “ Regulating the Payment of Fines, Forfeitures, 
and Costs of Criminal Cases,” was amended, and passed over.

The Report of the Committee on Education, on the Order 
of January thirty-first, relative to an alteration of the laws in 
regard to High Schools ; on the Petitions of 

Edward Hitchcock and others,
Charles Butler and others, and 
Cheney Hatch and others,

Severally relative to the same subject, was accepted and 
sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve, “ Authorizing the Board of Education to 
appoint Agents,” was read a second time; and, pending the 
question on ordering the same to a third reading,

The House

Adjourned.



\
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Wednesday, March 18, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

inquire if any amendment or alteration of chapter ninety- 
seventh, of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty, relating to 
Insolvent Debtors, is necessary or expedient.

Mr. Atwood, of Newburyport, presented certain Resolves of 
the City Council of Newburyport, on the Petition of the County 
Commissioners of Essex, which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Keyes, of Watertown,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of altering or repealing the existing laws in 
relation to Limited Partnerships.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Pittsfield,
Ordered, that the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of so amending section fourth, of the Acts of 
eighteen hundred and fifty, entitled, “ An Act. to establish a 
Police Court in the Town of Pittsfield,” as to enable the Jus
tice of said Court to retain as compensation for his services 
all the fees received by him as said Justice.

Mr. Tyler, of Adams, presented the Petition of Charles 
Marsh and others, for an amendment of the two hundred and 

37
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seventy-seventh chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Templeton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture inquire into 

the expediency of enacting a law to prevent the sale of poor 
and worthless seeds by seedsmen.

On motion of Mr. Sanford of Boylston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Re

form in State Expenditures be instructed, to consider the expe
diency of so amending the laws of the Commonwealth that 
the State shall be released from its responsibility to pay boun
ties and rents in behalf of the Militia, and that the cities and 
towns be authorized to assume this responsibility in behalf 
of companies enrolled within their respective limits.

On motion of Mr. J. A. Nowell, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 

in State Expenditures be instructed, to examine into the ex
penses of the Boards of Insurance and Bank Commissioners 
during the existence of said offices, to date,—more particularly 
the amount received by them for travel, and different travels 
charged by them to the same places,—how many of the Board 
are drawing pay for services rendered to the State in other 
capacities than as Commissioners, and what they receive there
for,—what business or employment, if any, the members of 
the said Boards are receiving pay for,—how many days they 
have actually been employed in the examination of Insurance 
and Bank Corporations other than in examining the Reports 
presented to them by the officers of said Corporations,—how 
many of said Corporations they have examined since the 
origin of the respective offices establishing the Boards of 
Insurance and Bank Commissioners.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, presented the Petition of the 
Boston Five Cents Savings Bank to be authorized to hold 
Real Estate in Boston.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
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Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, presented the Petiiion of George 
W. Richardson and others, of Worcester, that the land and 
buildings of the Worcester County Mechanics’ Association 
may be exempt from taxation.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Wells, of Chicopee, presented the Petition of Jerome 
Wells and others, of Chicopee, for an Act of incorporation as 
a Mutual Insurance Company.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Soule, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of John 
E. Almy and others, of New Bedford ;

Mr. Burlingame, of Adams, presented the Petition of A. H. 
Landon and others, of Hancock,

Severally for an Amendment to the Constitution limiting 
the Sessions of the Legislature.

Severally referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and 
Reform in State Expenditures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Shaw, of Palmer, presented the Petition of Gilbert 
Barker and others, of Palmer ;

Mr. Whitney, of Westminster, presented the Petition of 
Joseph Hager and others, of Westminster,

Severally for aid for the Free State Settlers in Kansas.

Severally laid on the table.

Mr. Warren, of Brookfield, presented the Remonstrances of 
Ansel C. Marshall and others, of Amherst,
Joseph Adams and others, of Hadley,
L. N. Granger and others, of Hadley ;
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Mr. Russell, of Montague—The Remonstrance of George 
W. Potter and others, of Greenfield,

Severally against the Petition of the Proprietors of the 
Locks and Canals on the Connecticut River, at South Hadley.

Mr. Stephens, of Beverly, presented the Petition of Robert 
Rantoul and others, of Beverly, in aid of the Petition of the 
Eastern Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, from the Committee on Retrench
ment and Reform in State Expenditures, to whom was referred 
the Order of February twenty-first, relative to bringing the 
present Session to a close, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and the same was accepted and sent up for concur
rence.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to 
facilitating the business of the House, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Samuel H. Reed, Sheriff 
of Franklin County, reported

A Resolve in favor of Samuel H. Reed.

Mr. Keyes, of Watertown, from the Joint Special Commit
tee on so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to Elec
tion Returns, also on the Order of January thirty-first, relative 
to the same subject, reported

A Bill concerning Election Returns.
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Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was recommitted a Bill, “ In relation to 
powers of County Commissioners in laying out ways across 
Railroads,” reported the same in a new draft,

And the Resolve and Bills were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, was excused from serving as a mem
ber of the Committee on the Petition of Levi Baker, and Mr. 
Furber, of Andover, was appointed in his place.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ Authorizing the Boston Submarine and Wrecking Com

pany to change its Name and to increase its Capital Stock,”
“ For the better establishment of the Police Court of the 

City of Springfield,” (which severally originated in the House 
of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petitions of

John Milton Earle and others, of Worcester, and 
Dean Sears and others,

Severally for the removal of Edward Greeley Loring from 
the office of Judge of Probate,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Federal Rela
tions.

The Petition of A. P. Peck and others, of Northampton, for 
an Amendment to the Constitution limiting the Sessions of 
the Legislature, was referred to the Committee on Retrench
ment and Reform in State Expenditures.

The Petition of J. H. Wilkins and others, for compensation 
for services as Commissioners for the establishment of the 
State Reform School for Girls, was referred to the Committee 
on Claims.
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Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of
The Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Company, and
Valentine Pease and others,

Severally in concurrence.

A Bill, “ To increase the Capital Stock of the Pemberton 
Mills,” was read, and ordered to a second reading.

The hour specially assigned for taking the question on agree
ing to the Resolve providing for an Amendmendment to the 
Constitution, relative to Districting the State for the choice of 
Senators to the General Court, having arrived, the question 
was stated on agreement to the same; and the roll was called, 
and it appeared that there were two hundred and eighty-two 
Yeas, and eleven Nays, so the Amendment was agreed to in 
concurrence. [See Appendix, No. 12.]

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, the Bill con
cerning worthless Bank Bills, was discharged from the Orders 
of the Day, and recommitted to the Committee on the Judi
ciary.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being the unfinished business of yesterday, viz.:—

Resolve, authorizing the Board of Education to appoint 
Agents.

On motion of Mr. Harris, of Springfield, the same was 
amended, and ordered to a third reading, as amended.

The Bills,
“ To exempt from levy on execution the Homestead of a 

Householder,”
“ To repeal the one hundred and fifty-second chapter of the 

Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five,”

Were severally passed over.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of Feb
ruary tenth relative to a General Lien Law, and
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The Report (leave to withdraw) on the Petition of Charles 
Carroll and others,

Were severally accepted, and the latter sent up for concur
rence.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of Feb
ruary twenthy-fourth, relative to the returns of votes for Gov
ernor and Lieutenant-Governor, was laid on the table.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of Feb
ruary fifth, relative to the election of Judges of Probate, was 
taken up.

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, proposed to amend the Report 
by substituting therefor, a Resolve providing for an Amend
ment to the Constitution relative to the election of Judges of 
Probate. After debate the amendment was rejected, and 
the Report was then accepted.

The Report (inexpedient to legislate) on the Order of March 
third, relative to Returns from Savings Banks, was amended 
by substituting therefor, on motion of Mr. Johnson, of Upton, 
a Bill requiring certain Returns from Treasurers of Savings 
Institutions, and the same was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

The Bill concerning the appointment of members of the 
Legislature to certain offices, was read a second time ; but, 
pending the question on an amendment proposed thereto by 
Mr. Smith, of Chicopee,

The House

Adjourned.





Thursday, Marcii 19,* 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Griggs, of Westborough, offered the following Order, 
which was laid over, under the Rule:—

Ordered, That no person who may have been absent at the 
time a vote shall have been taken by the House, shall be per
mitted to vote in favor of the reconsideration of said vote.

On motion of Mr. Bates, of Plymouth,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of so amending the Act, entitled, “ An Act to pre
vent obstructions in the streets of cities, and to regulate hack
ney coaches and other vehicles,” approved April twenty-third, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, as to extend to towns the 
provisions therein{made, and give to the Selectmen of towns 
the same powers as are therein given to the Mayor and Aider- 
men of cities.

On motion of Mr. Prescott, of Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 

to inquire into the expediency of a law extending the provi
sions of sections eighth, ninth and tenth of the “ Bill to ex
empt from levy on execution the Homestead of a Householder, 
to other cases of insanity in married women holding interests 
in Real Estate or other property to which a release cannot now 
by law be given.
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Mr. Hardy, of Lawrence, presented the Petition of George 
D. Cabot and others, in aid of that of the City Government 
of Lawrence, relative to a Court House at Lawrence.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Hodges, of Norton, presented the Petition of G. F. Clark 
and others, of Norton, for aid for the Free State Settlers in 
Kansas.

Laid on the tabl&

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, of Rutland, the Committee on 
Education were ordered to consider the expediency of increas
ing the compensation now allowed to School Committees, 
from one dollar, to one dollar and a half per day.

On motion of Mr Fitch, of Sheffield,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the Constitution, as to provide that no Legislature shall have 
power to increase its own pay.

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Salem,
Ordered, That the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 

in State Expenditures be instructed to consider whether the 
cost to the Commonwealth of the State Almshouses, and of 
pauperism generally, might not be materially diminished by 
authorizing by law Overseers of the Poor in the several cities 
and towns, to exercise discretion in out-of-door relief.

Mr. Simonds, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance of 
S. B. Kidder and others, of Manchester, against the Petition 
of the Essex Company.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Brewer, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of Thomas 
Thatcher and others, in aid of the Petitions of the West Rox
bury Horse Railroad Company, and William Aspinwall and 
others.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
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Mr. Cone, of West Stockbridge, presented the Petition of 
Heman Ford and others, that the law relative to School 
Committees may be amended so that towns may choose one 
or more at their discretion.

Referred to,the Committee on Education.

Mr. Miller, of Barre, presented the Petition of Noah Hum- 
phrey and others, for the removal of Edward Greeley Coring 
from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Andrews, of Danvers, presented the Remonstrance of 
Charles F. Flint and others, of North Reading, against the 
Petition of the Towns of Lynnfield and North Reading.

Mr. Sanford, of Boylston, presented the Petition of Henry 
White and others, of Boylston, that the town be authorized 
to raise money to pay the expense of transporting the mail.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Rice, of Northborough, presented the Petition of Cyrus 
Gale and others, for an Amendment to the Constitution limit
ing the Sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, on leave, introduced a Bill, to autho
rize the establishment of Evening Schools, and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of Lowell, the Bill, “ To repeal 
the one hundred and fifty-second chapter of the Acts of eigh
teen hundred and fifty-five,” was discharged from the Orders 
of the Day, and specially assigned for consideration on Tues
day next, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, from the Committee on the Judi-
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ciarr, reported an additional Order of Notice on the Petition 
of Marble Shepard and others, and the same was read and 
adopted.

Mr. Purple, of Gill, from the Committee on Towns, to whom 
was referred the Petition (from the files of last year) of Eli
sha A. Fuller and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to 
powers of County Commissioners; and

Mr. Fitch, of Sheffield, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of March fifth, rel
ative to amendment of the Insolvent Acts of eighteen hun
dred and thirty-eight and eighteen hundred and fifty-one,

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, from the Committee on the Fish
eries, to whom was referred the Petition of Abner R. Tucker 
and others, reported

A Bill authorizing Abner R. Tucker and others to plant 
Oysters in Apponigansett River, and the same was read and 
and ordered to a second reading.

The Engrossed Bill concerning the Millbury and South- 
bridge Railroad Company, (which originated in the Senate,) 
and

The Resolve on Petition of E. R. Livingston and others, 
(which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed, and the former to be enacted, and 
sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ In addition to an Act to Abolish Imprisonment for 

Debt, and to punish fraudulent Debtors,”
Was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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A Bill, “ Concerning the Truste’es of African Methodist 
Episcopal Churches,”

Was read and ordered to a second reading.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the Committee on Federal 
Relations be instructed to inquire whether colored citizens of 
Massachusetts, desirous of travelling in foreign countries, can 
obtain the customary passports, and whether any legislation is 
necessary touching this subject.

The Annual Report of the Inspectors of the Hospital at 
Rainsford Island,

Was referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institu
tions.

The Petition of John Holmes, Jr., and others, of Tisbury, 
for an alteration in the Pilot Laws,

Was referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge 
of that subject.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
Stephen Perry and others,
William D. Swan and others,
The Fairhaven Railroad Company, (amended,)
The Milford and Woonsocket Railroad Company, and 
Daniel B. Tarr and others,

Severally in concurrence.

The Resolve, in favor of Benjamin Smith, came down passed 
to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an amendment, which 
was adopted, in concurrence.

The hour specially assigned for the choice of Major-General 
of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, 
having arrived, Mr. Johnson, of Abington, offered the following 
Order:—

Ordered, That Ebenezer W. Pierce, of Freetown, be, and he 
hereby is, appointed on the part of this House, Major-General 
of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.
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After debate the Order was laid on the table, and on motion 
of Mr. Hopkins, of Northampton, the House proceeded to bal
lot, and the vote having been taken, it appeared that 

E b e n e z e r  W .  P ierce

had again been elected on the part of the House.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter therein being the Unfinished Business of yesterday, 
viz.: Bill, “ Concerning the appointment of Members of the 
Legislature to certain offices,” the question being on the 
amendment offered thereto by Mr. Smith, of Chicopee.

After debate, the amendment was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, it was
Ordered, That when the question is taken on ordering the 

Bill to a third reading, it be taken by Yeas and Nays.

The Bill was then amended, on motion of Mr. E. Wright, 
of Boston.

The question then recurred on ordering the Bill to a third 
reading, as amended, pending which, it was laid on the table.

The Resolve, “ In favor of the Town of Andover,” was re
fused a third reading.

The Bill, “ Concerning the Measurement of Liquids,” was 
read a third time, and was then amended, on motion of Mr. 
Adams, of Lowell, by substituting therefor, a Bill under the 
title of “ Bill concerning the Measurement of Milk,”

Which was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

The Bill, “ Relating to the Trustee Process,” was read a 
second time, amended, and as amended, ordered to a third 
reading.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



Friday, March 20, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the forty-ninth Rule of the House of Rep

resentatives be so far modified, that the Reports, Petitions, 
Memorials, Remonstrances, and papers of a like nature, men
tioned in said Rule, shall, after Tuesday next, be presented 
during the first half hour of the Session on each day.

Mr. King, of Roxbury, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That on and after Tuesday, April seventh, the 

House shall meet at ten o’clock A. M., except on Mondays, 
when they shall meet as now, at twelve M., and adjourn at one 
o’clock, and the afternoon Session shall commence at half past 
two o’clock, P. M.

Severally laid over, under the Rule.

Mr. Spooner, of Boston, presented the Petition of Samuel 
N. Turney, for leave to sell Real Estate.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Griggs, of West- 
borough, was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston,
Ordered, That Mr. Atwood, of Provincetown, be, and he 

hereby is, invited by this House, to deliver an address on some
39
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subject connected with ichthyology, on Wednesday evening 
next, March twenty-fifth, and that the use of the Representa
tives’ Chamber be granted for that purpose, and that a com
mittee of three be appointed to make the necessary arrange
ments.

On motion of Mr. Monk, of Stoughton,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be directed to 

inquire into the expediency of defining more particularly the 
branches to be taught in our Public Schools.

On motioiTof Mr. Talbot, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of repealing so much of the twenty-fifth section of 
the twenty-third chapter of the Revised Statutes as makes it 
the duty of Prudential Committees of School Districts to 
employ teachers; also, to provide bylaw that such duties shall 
hereafter be performed by the School Committees.

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, presented the Petition of Samuel 
Breck and others, of Bridgewater ;

Mr. Kingman, of Middleborough, presented the Petition of 
Job T. Terry and others, of Lakeville,

Severally for a new location of the Shire Town and County 
Buildings in Plymouth County.

Severally referred to a Joint Special Committee, to be ap
pointed.

Mr. Miller, of Barre, presented the Petition of the Selectmen 
of North Brookfield, in aid of that Edward Denny and others, 
Directors of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Com
pany.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Conant, of Scituate, presented the Petition of C. W. 
Prouty and others, in behalf of the First Parish in Scituate, for 
leave to tax Pews ;
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Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of James 
H. Converse and others, for an Act of incorporation as the 
Evangelical Baptist Benevolent and Missionary Society.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, presented the Remonstrance of Nathan 
iel Blanchard and others, of Swampscott, against the Petition 
of S. J. Goodwin and others.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance.

Mr. Ramsdell, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
John Orne and others, of Marblehead, for an alteration in the 
Pilot Laws.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
the subject.

Mr. Simonds, of Haverhill, presented the Remonstrance of 
David Jones and others, of Merrimack, N. H .;

Mr. Prescott, of Westford, the Remonstrance of John White 
and others, of Litchfield, N. H.,

Severally against the Petition of the Essex Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Bennett, of Leominster, presented the Petition of Joel 
Smith and others, for the removal of Edward Greeley Loring 
from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Field, of Athol, presented a second Petition of Adin 
Whittaker and others, relative to the annexation of a part of 
the town of Wendell to New Salem.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sept up for concurrence.
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Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Lexington and West Cambridge Railroad Company, 
against the Petition of Jesse P. Pattee and others.

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill, increasing the Tax on Banks in this Common
wealth, was taken from the table, and indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, moved that a message be sent to 
the Senate, informing that Branch of the election of Ebenezer 
W. Pierce, of Freetown, on the part of the House, as Major- 
General of the First Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, and the motion was carried in the affirmative.

The same gentleman further moved that a Committee of 
Conference be appointed on the part of the House, to meet a 
similar committee of the Senate, to take into consideration the 
matter of the election of Major-General of the First Division 
of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, and the motion was 
laid on the table.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of March 
twelfth, relative to allowing all persons, bona fide citizens of 
this Commonwealth, to take the benefit of the Insolvent Laws, 
reported

A Bill to repeal the three hundred and sixty-third chapter of 
the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was recommitted the Bill concerning worth
less Bank Bills, reported

The same in a new draft, under the title of “ A Bill in rela
tion to worthless Bank Bills.”

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, Irom the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Order of January 
twenty-seventh, relative to the rights and duties of Guardians, 
reported

A Bill, concerning Guardians and Wards.
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Mr. Vose, of Springfield, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was committed the Senate Bill relating to 
Leasehold Estates, reported

That the same ought to pass.

Mr. Mayhew, of Medford, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition 
of Philip Ulmer and others, reported

A Bill, to incorporate the United States Hotel Company, at 
Lawrence.

The Engrossed Resolve, in favor of the Town of Huntington, 
(which originated in the House of Representatives,) was 
passed and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, relating to complaints under the provisions of the 

forty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

A Bill, authorizing the sale of certain Real Estate in Bos
ton, formerly belonging to B. P. Homer, deceased,

Was referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

The Petition of A. S. Bascom and others, for an Act fixing 
the location of the Attleborough Bank,

Was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

The Petition of Hannah W. Jones, widow of David S. 
Jones, late Warden of the State Prison, for an allowance,

Was referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Orders of Notice were issued on the Petitions of 
The Town of Methuen, and 
The Selectmen of Huntington,

Severally in concurrence.

The Orders of the Day were taken up, and
The Bills,
“ In relation to the form of Bond to be given by Executors 

who are Residuary Legatees,”
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“ Authorizing the removal of the office of the Register of 
Heeds for the Northern District of Berkshire, from Lanesborough 
to Adams,”

“ Relating to the Springfield Institutions for Savings,”
“ To authorize James G. Tarr and others to extend their 

wharf,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The Resolve on the Petition of Calvin Jennings and J. S. 
Montague, was read twice, under a suspension of the Rule, 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February sixth, relative to per
sons arrested for crime ;

Of the Committee on Banks and Banking, on the Order of 
March tenth, relative to Notice on Promissory Notes;

Of the Committee on Education, on the communication of 
the Secretary, of February twenty-sixth, relative to the appli
cation of the Canadian Parliament, relative to certain Printed 
Documents,

And (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Claims, on 
the Petition of the Selectmen of the town of Brewster,

Were severally accepted, and the last three sent up for con
currence.

The Report (asking to be discharged) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative 
to Dissolution of Attachments, was accepted, and the Order 
was accordingly referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

The Resolves for the relief of Settlers in the Territory of 
Kansas, were specially assigned for consideration on Tuesday, 
March thirty-first, at eleven o’clock, A. M.
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The Bill to repeal certain Acts concerning Persons under 
sentence of Death, was read a third time, and on motion of 
Mr. White, of Medway, the yeas and nays were ordered on 
passing the Bill to be engrossed.

The Bill was then considered; but before taking any action 
thereon,

The Orders of the Day were laid on the table.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That the House will hear Number three hundred 

and fourteen, in the Orders of the Day, discussed for the period 
of three hours longer and no more, and that no person shall 
speak more than ten minules, until all others have spoken, who 
wish to speak.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, proposed an amendment to the same, 
pending the discussion of which,

Mr. Hinckley, of Barnstable, offered an amendment to that 
proposed by Mr. Russell; but before taking the question there
on, the whole subject was laid on the table.

The Orders of the Day were then taken up, and the Bill 
was further considered; and the roll having been called, it ap
peared there were one hundred and twenty-eight Yeas, and 
one hundred and ten Nays ; so the Bill was passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence. [See Appendix, No. 13.]

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.





Saturday, Mar«;h 21, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. King, of Roxbury, was 
amended by substituting therefor the following Order, oflered 
by Mr. Vose, of Springfield: —

Ordered, That on and after the tenth day of April next, this 
House shall hold two daily Sessions, commencing at ten o’clock, 
A. M., and adjourning not later than twelve and three-quarters, 
P. M., and commencing at two o’clock, P. M., except that the 
morning Session on Monday shall commence at twelve o’clock,
M., and no Session shall be held on Saturday afternoon.

Mr. Deming, of Northampton, presented the Petition of Lo
renzo W. Joy and others, for confirmation of Title.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, 
was taken up and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Stedman, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Auditor be requested to furnish the House 

a detailed statement of the Annual Expenditures of the Board 
of Alien Commissioners, from the date of the organization to 
the first of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, includ
ing therein the amount of salaries, travelling, and other ex
penses paid to each of said Commissioners ; the number and 
names of persons employed by the Commission, together with 
the compensation and amount of travelling expenses paid to 
each, and also the annual amount of all moneys paid or re
ceived by said Commission during said periods.

40
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Mr. Johnson, of Abingt.on, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That the Special Committee to whom was referred 
the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case, be 
instructed to inquire whether any amendment to the Constitu
tion, or any further legislation is necessary for the protection 
of the citizens of the Commonwealth who are now denation
alized by the recent decision of the United States Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case, and to report the same at the 
earliest convenient day, for the action of the Legislature.

On motion of Mr. Gilman, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance, on the part of 

the House, be joined to the Committee on Treasury, on the 
part of the Senate, to be a Special Committee to examine into 
the condition of the various Funds and their Securities belong
ing to the Commonwealth.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester, presented the Remonstrance of 
David A. Day and others, and John Clark,

Severally against the Petition of Alfred Presson and others.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, presented the Petition of the Attle
borough Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for further time to 
make a certain Return required by law.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, presented the Remonstrance of 
Abner Pierce and others, against the Petition of Jesse P. Pat- 
tee and others.

Mr. Cox, of Malden, presented the Remonstrance of the 
Town of Malden, against the Petition of the Crystal Lake 
Water Works.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, presented the Petition of the 
President and Directors of the Hampden and Hampshire Rail
road Company, for authority to file a new location for their 
road.
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Mr. Wadsworth, of Boston, presented the Petition of G. 
Washington Warren, in aid of the Petition of the Fitchburg 
Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Edwards, of West Newbury, presented the Petition of 
the Second Parish in West Newbury, for an Act to sell the 
Real Estate now held by them for a Parsonage.

Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of the 
President and Directors of the “ Merchants’,” “ Marine,” and 
“ Bedford Commercial” Banks, in aid of the Petition of the 
Mechanics’ Bank, of New Bedford.

Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Brown, of Salem, presented the Petition of Robert 
Upton and others, for a repeal of the law establishing the office 
of Pilot Commissioners.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the subject of 
the alteration of the Pilot Laws.

Mr. Blackmer, of Rochester, presented the Petition of A. J. 
Hadley and others, of Marion, in aid of the Petition of Sam
uel Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee on the subject of 
change of location of the Shire Town in Plymouth County.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Vinson, of Edgartown, from the Committee on Towns, 
to whom was referred the Petition of James Wellington and 
others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.
And the Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petition of Barnard C. Mar- 
chant, Guardian, reported
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A Resolve in aid of the Christiantown and Chappequiddic 
Indians.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Petition of A. F. Smith 
and others, reported

A Bill, in addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
of the Quinsigamond House.

Mr. Joy, of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Ailairs and Insurance, to whom was recommitted the Bill to 
amend the Charter ol the Boston Inland Mutual Insurance 
Company, reported

The same in a new draft.

And these Bills and Resolve were read and ordered to a 
second reading.

I he Speaker appointed the following Committees, viz.:—
On the Petition of Samuel Breck and others,

Messrs. Fry, of Bolton,
Bradbury, of Boston,
Brewer, of Roxbury,
Tyler, of Lowell,
Thompson, of Worcester.

On the Order o(lered yesterday by Mr. llale, of Boston, 
granting the use of the Hall for a lecture on ichthyology, 

Messrs. Hale, ol Boston,
Spaulding, of Methuen, and 
Eudicott, of Canton.

The Engrossed Bill,
lo  incorporate the Massasoit Insurance Company, and

The Resolves,
“ 1,1 iavor Benjamin Smith, a Soldier of the Revolution,”
“ Concerning the Quartermaster-General’s Department,” 

(which severally originated in the House,) and

I he Bill, to amend chapter filty-iive of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to the Fisheries,
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Were severally passed, and the first and last to be enacted, 
and sent to the Senate.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, was charged with a message, in 
accordance with the Order offered yesterday by that gentle
man.

Papers from the Senate.
The Bill, to incorporate the Charles River Navigation Com

pany, came down in a new draft, and passed to be engrossed, 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading.

A Resolve on the Petition of E. B. Stoddard, was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Petitions of
Stephen . Cole and others,
R. L. Barstow and others,
The Towns of Lynnfield and 
North Reading, and 
Samuel Bliss,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Towns.

The Petitions of
Henry A. Snow, agent of the Somerville Dyeing and Bleach

ing Company, and
The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Lowell, relative 

to Central Bridge,
Were recommitted to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

The Petitions of 
Jesse P. Pattee and others,
The Ware River Railroad Company,
S. S. Arnold and others,
The Agricultural Branch Railroad Company,
The Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Company, and 
The Horn Pond Branch Railroad Company,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.
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■ The Petitions of
Hiram Brooks,
The Selectmen of Provincetown,
Alfred Presson and others,
E. W. Mudge and others,
Ephraim Brown and others,
Butters and Company, and another, and 
James A. Knowlton,

Were recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

The Petitions of
Valentine Pease and others,
Joseph Fowler and others, and 
The Towns of Hanson and Hanover,

The Horn Pond Branch Railroad Company, for the restora
tion of certain rights, and

Samuel P. Langmaid and others, in aid of the Petition of 
the Fitchburg Railroad Company,

Were severally referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
John EL Sisson and others, and 
Charles E'riend and Company.

Severally in concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Hay, and
The Bills,
“ Concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company,”
“ In addition to an Act entitled an Act in relation to Mort

gages,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Pemberton Mill,”
“ To repeal the three hundred and sixty-third chapter of the 

Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five,”
“ Concerning Trustees of African Methodist Episcopal 

Churches,” and
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The Resolves,
“ Authorizing the publication of Laws and Official Informa

tion,”
“ In favor of Samuel FT. Reed,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.

The House Bills, .
“ To authorize George Dunham and another to build a 

Wharf,”
“ To authorize Abraham Read and others, to build a Wharf 

in Fall River,”
“ To incorporate the Franklin Savings Bank in Pawtucket,”

* “ In addition to an Act incorporating the Dorchester Avenue 
Railroad Company,”

“ Relating to the Springfield Institutions for Savings,”
“ Concerning School-houses and other Public Buildings,” 

and
The House Resolve
In favor of Edward Lamb,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ Concerning the Boston and New York Central Railroad 

Company,”
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Massachusetts 

Sabbath School Society,”
“ To authorize James G. Tarr and others to extend their 

wharf,” and
The Senate Resolve,
Authorizing the Board of Education to appoint Agents,
Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 

in concurrence.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary on the Order of March fourth, relative to holding 
Personal Property subject to Lien,
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On the Order of February twenty-fourth, relative to the 
charge for Blank Writs ;

Of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, on the Order 
of March fifth, relative to amending the Insolvent Acts of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight and eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one;

Of the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform in State 
Expenditures, on the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative 
to facilitating the business of the House,

And (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Towns, on 
the Petition of Elisha A. Fuller and others ;

Of the Committee on Claims, on the Petition of Franklin 
Wilder and others,

Were severally accepted, and the last three sent up for con
currence.

The Plouse Bill, “ To extend the time within which to con
struct the New York and Boston Railroad,” was read a third 
time, amended, also in the title, and as amended, passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

The Report of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 
on the Senate Bill to punish the larceny, fraudulent destruction 
or concealment of Wills, the same having been adopted by 
the Senate as a substitute for the House Bill relative to the 
same subject, was accepted, and the Bill accordingly rejected.

The Resolves providing for the publication of certain Special 
Laws, and the question having been stated, viz.: Shall the 
Resolves be rejected ? it was decided in the affirmative; so the 
Resolves were rejected.

The Bill, “ To exempt certain Articles from Attachment and 
Execution,” was taken up, the question being on the substi
tute proposed therefor, by Mr. Baker, of Medford ; and the same 
was considered, but, before taking any action thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



Monday, Marcii 23, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Clerk of the House, in printing the Report 

of the Receivers of the Grocers’ Bank, be authorized to omit 
so much of the Schedule attached to said Report as may be 
deemed by said Receivers inadvisable to publish, and not by 
them intended for publication.

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Middleborough,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether further legislation is necessary in regard to the crime 
of Embezzlement.

On motion of Mr. Adams, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire and 

report whether any legislation is necessary in relation to the 
support of persons committed to Work-houses, who have not 
a legal settlement in this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of allowing or requiring assignees of clioses in 
action to sue thereon in their own name.

Mr. Purber, of Andover, presented the Petition of George 
L. Davis and others, of North Andover, in aid of the Petition 
of the City of Lawrence.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.
41
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The Order offered on Saturday, by Mr. Johnson, of Abing- 
ton, relative to the late decision of the Supreme Court in the 
Dred Scott case, was taken up and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Talbot, of Boston,
Ordered, That whereas the House of Representatives, on 

three successive elections has non-concurred with the Senate 
in the choice of a Major-General of the First Division of 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, therefore,

Ordered, That notice be sent to the Senate that the House 
of Representatives desire a Committee of Conference for the 
purpose of agreeing upon a suitable person to fill said office.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Petition of E. Pear
son and others, for an Act of incorporation as an Insurance 
Company, in Waltham.

Mr. Collin, of Lenox, presented the Petition of Henry W. 
Bishop and others, of Lenox, for leave to introduce pure water 
into Lenox.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Selectmen of Wendell, against the Petition of Adin Whit
aker and others.

Mr. Kingman, of Middleborough, presented the Remon
strances of

Eli Williams and others,
Anson Peirce and others, and 
Samuel P. Briggs and others,

Severally against the Petition of Leonard Redmond and 
others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.
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Mr. Stephens, of Beverly, presented the Remonstrances of 
John Ober and others,
Samuel Cole and others,
Samuel D. G. Standly and others, and 
Israel Foster and others,

Severally against the Petition of the Proprietors of the Essex 
Bridge Corporation.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Wadsworth, of Boston, presented the Petition of Henry 
K. Oliver and others, to be incorporated as the Boston Music 
School.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, presented the Petition of A. Kreiss- 
man and others, for an Act of incorporation as the Orpheus 
Musical Association.

Severally referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Cox, of Malden, presented the Petition of Jonathan 
Pierce and others, for an Act of incorporation as the Forest 
Rubber Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

The Remonstrance of the Lexington and West Cambridge 
Railroad Company, against the Petition of Jesse P. Pattee and 
others, was taken from the table, and referred to the Commit
tee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the Petition of George T. Carruth and 
Company ;

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
arid Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of Boyd 
Howard ;

Mr. Morrissey, of Nantucket, from the Committee on Pub-
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lie Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the Petition 
of Foster Waterman and others,

Severally reported, that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Petition of Isaac D. Rose and 
others, Overseers of Gay Head, reported

A Resolve on the Petition of the Overseers of Gay Head.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, on the Orders of January twenty-third, and 
February fourth,

Severally relative to the law of Divorce, reported
A Bill, “ Relating to Divorce.”

And the Resolve and Bill were read, and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Lucy Davis and George P. Davis 
and others, reported

A Resolve authorizing Lucy Davis and George P. Davis, 
Executors of the Will of Samuel Davis, deceased, to sell Real 
Estate, and the same was read three times, and passed to be 
engrossed, under a suspension of the Rule, and sent up for 
concurrence.

An Engrossed Resolve, providing for the Contingent Ex
penses of the Council, Legislature and offices in the State 
House, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
was passed, and sent to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, the Bill, “ Relating 
to Trustees under Railroad Mortgages,” was taken from the 
table, and thereupon the same gentleman offered a substitute 
therefor, under the same title, which, (with the Bill,) was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed.
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Papers from the Senate.
A Bill to authorize John Perkins and others to build a wharf, 

was read and ordered to a second reading.

The Remonstrance of W. S. Messervy and others, of Salem, 
against the Petition of the Essex Bridge Corporation, was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

An additional Order of Notice was passed on the Petition of 
the City of New Bedford and others.

Severally in concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and the 
Bill to repeal an Act to incorporate Towns and Cities into 
Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, at their election, was laid 
on the table.

The Bill, “ To exempt certain articles from Attachment and 
Execution,” was taken up, the question being on the substi
tute proposed therefor, by Mr. Baker, of Medford. After de
bate, the same was amended, on motion of Mr. A. J. Wright, 
of Boston, and the question then recurring on the adoption of 
the substitute, as amended, the vote was taken, and decided 
in the affirmative, and the same was then ordered to a third 
reading.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.



'
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■



T u esd a y , a rc h  2 4 , 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Gardner, of Shirley,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any further legislation is necessary to prevent malicious 
injuries to Dams and Reservoirs.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Worcester,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of so amending chapter one hundred 
and sixty-four, section twenty-four, and chapter three hundred 
and twenty-seven, section nineteen, Massachusetts Laws, that 
any person who shall perform any labor or service for any in
solvent Debtor or insolvent Corporations, shall have their claim 
for labor preferred to the amount of seventy-five dollars.

Mr. Gilman, of Lowell, presented the Petition of John A. 
Knowles and others, for aid for the Free State Settlers in 
Kansas.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, offered the following Order:—
Ordered, That there be a Special Committee of Two from 

each County in this Commonwealth to consider the expedi
ency of reporting a Resolve, asking that a Committee of Con
ference be appointed from such State Legislatures as may join 

42
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in appointing like committees of conference, to see what meas
ures can be adoped to secure the right of Suffrage in the Ter
ritories of the United States.

Laid over, under the Rule.

On motion of Mr. Conant, of Scituate,
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of reporting a Bill, authorizing 
the respective towns of this Commonwealth to choose as many 
persons for the School Committee as there may be School 
Districts in the town ; or one more, in case there is an even 
number : provided, there be no more than eleven such Districts.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, presented the Remonstrance of 
Harvey Livermore and others, of North Brookfield, against 
the Petition of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Com
pany, that the town of North Brookfield may be authorized 
to subscribe to the stock of said road.

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, presented the Petition 
of the Town of West Cambridge, in aid of; and

Mr. Couch, of North Bridgewater—The Remonstrance of 
Sullivan Wellington, against the Petition of Jesse P. Pettee 
and others.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Remonstrance of 
Chauncy Newhall and others, against the Petition of the 
Fitchburg Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Wheeler, of Southborough, presented the Petition of 
Sullivan Pay and others, of Southborough, for an amendment 
to the Constitution, limiting the Sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures.

Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Johnson and Young, for authority to lease a pier adjoining 
Warren Bridge.
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Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of the 
Proprietors of the New Bedford Bridge, for a General Law 
relative to Draw Bridges.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, presented the Petition of Henry Ken
drick and others, of Swampscott, in aid of the Petition of 
.1 mes A. Knowlton and others.

Referred to the .Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Cummings, of Reading, presented the Petition of T. 
W. Hartshorn and others, of Reading, for the removal of Ed
ward Greeley Loring from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, by leave of the House, introduced 
a Bill in relation to Railroad Crossings, and the same was read 
and referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
The Bill, “ In relation to the Accounts of Executors, Ad

ministrators and Guardians, and examination of persons sus
pected of Embezzlement, in certain cases,” came down passed 
to be engrossed, with an amendment, and the same was re
ferred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

A Bill, “ In relation to the Massachusetts Historical Society,” 
was read twice, under a suspension of the Rules, and laid on 
the table. •

The Petition of Robert B. Williams and others, in aid of 
the Petition of the Eastern Railroad Company, was referred 
to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Joseph Leonard and another, asking for
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legislation with regard to leased furniture, was referred to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

Severally in concurrence.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Resolve, 
authorizing the sale of certain Real Estate in Boston, formerly 
belonging to B. P. Homer, deceased, reported,

That the same ought to pass.
And the Resolve was read, and ordered Uf a second reading.

Mr. Hodge, of Cambridge, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petitions of George D. Cabot and 
others, and Joseph P. Howard and others, in aid of that of the 
City of Lawrence, reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and said Report was accepted, and the Petitions 
accordingly referred.

Mr. Talbot, ol Boston, was charged with a message to the 
Senate, in accordance with the Order adopted yesterday, pro
posing a Committee of Conference on the matter of the Elec
tion of Major-General of the First Division of the Massachu
setts Volunteer Militia.

Subsequently, a message was received from the Senate, 
announcing that the Senate had agreed to said proposition.

On motion of Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, the Resolve, 
authorizing the publication ot Laws and Official Information, 
was discharged from the Orders of the Day, read a third time, 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Lhe Bill, in further addition to an Act to establish the City 
ot Cambridge, was taken from the table, and recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Lhe House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first
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matter being the Bill, in addition to an Act to protect the 
Property of Married Women, the question being on the 
amendment proposed thereto, by Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, 
but before taking any action thereon, the hour specially as
signed having arrived, the House proceeded to the considera
tion of the Bill, to repeal the one hundred and fifty-second 
chapter of the Acts ot eighteen hundred and fifty-five, the 
same being the chapter in relation to the rights of Jurors.

The Bill was read a second time, and pending the question 
on ordering the same to a third reading,

The House

Adjourned.





Wednesday, March 25, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Foster, of Andover, offered the following Order, which 
was laid over, under the Rule :—

Ordered, That hereafter, no member shall address the House 
more than thirty minutes at any one time, without special 
leave.

Mr. Edgerly, of Somerville, offered the following Order, 
which was laid on the table :—

Ordered, That all speeches that may be wholly or in part 
delivered in any foreign language, shall be translated by the- 
Clerk for the benefit of the American members of the House..

Mr. Hyde, of Newton, presented the Petition of Loring 
Wheeler and others, of Newton, that certain sessions of the 
Probate Court may be held at Newton.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Mr. Schouler, of West Cambridge, presented the Remon
strance of Geo. B. Richardson and others, of West Cambridge, 
against the Petition of Jacob Hittinger and others.

Mr. Chase, of Lynn, presented the Petition of Charles Buf- 
fum and others, of Lynn, for aid for the Free State Settlers in 
Kansas.

Severally laid on the table.
43
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Mr. Grammer, of Woburn, presented the Petition of A. L. 
Richardson and others, for a change of name and location of 
the Etna Furnace Company.

Referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Webber, of Gloucester, presented the Petition of Na
thaniel Pulcifer, and Nathaniel Pulcifer, Jr., for the enactment 
of a law prohibiting persons from digging up or removing 
clams from their flats, in Gloucester.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Ramsdell, of Marblehead, presented the Remonstrance 
of the Selectmen of Marblehead and others, against the Peti
tion of Ephraim Browne and others.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Holland, of Westfield, presented the Petition of the 
lrustees of Westfield Academy, for an Amendment to its 
Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Davis, of Westport, presented the Petition of David S. 
Howland and others, in aid of the Petition of John H. Sisson 
and others.

Referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Mr. Bradley, of Tisbury, presented the Petition of R. K. 
Jones, of Tisbury, for an allowance of Claim against the 
Christiantown Indians.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Smith, of South Hadley, presented the Petition of J. N. 
Hustings and others, for an Amendment to the Constitution, 
relative to limiting the Sessions of the Legislature.

Referred to the Committee on Retrenchment and Reform 
in State Expenditures.

Mr. Farmer, of Roxbury, presented the Petition of F. W. 
Prescott and others, for authority to build a Bridge over the 
brook between Roxbury and Brookline.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
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Mr. Tyler, of North Brookfield, presented the Petition of 
Barnet Howe and others, of North Brookfield, in aid of the 
Petition of the Barre and North Brookfield Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield, of Foxborougb, the Report of 
the Receivers of the Grocers’ Bank, was taken from the table 
and referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

The Order offered yesterday, by Mr. Potter, of Dartmouth, 
was taken up, and amended by striking out the word {! two” 
(from each County,) and inserting instead thereof, the word 
“ one,” and the Order was then adopted as amended.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, “ To establish the Terms of the Court of Probate in 

the County of Middlesex,” was referred to the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery.

The Petition of Fisher A. Kingsbury and others, of Wey
mouth, for the removal of Edward Greeley Loring from the 
office of Judge of Probate, was referred to the Committee on 
Federal Relations.

Severally in concurrence.

The House Order relative to the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case, came down adopted, in con
currence, with an amendment, referring the.matter to the Com
mittee on Federal Relations, instead of to a Joint Special 
Committee.

On motion, the amendment was adopted, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Resolves,
To complete the Index to the Journals and Catalogue of the 

Papers of the House of Representatives, (which originated in 
the House of Representatives,) and

On Petition of Calvin Jennings and J. S. Montague, (which 
originated in the Senate,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.
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The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the Com
mittee, on the Order offered by Mr. Talbot, of Boston, relative 
to the election of Major-General of the First Division df the 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, viz.:

Messrs. Talbot and Thayer, of Boston, and 
Smith, of Templeton.

Mr. W illiam  W i i ito n , member elect, from Hingham, ap
peared, was qualified, and took his seat.

On motion of Mr. Bailey, of Fitchburg, the Bill, to authorize 
the Commissioners of Worcester County to borrow money, 
was discharged from the Orders of the Day, read a second 
time, and ordered to a third reading.

An Order of Notice was passed, in concurrence, on the 
Petition of the Hampden and Hampshire Railroad Company.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and re
sumed the consideration of the unfinished business of yester
day, the same being the Bill to repeal the one hundred and 
fifty-second chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five ; but before taking any question thereon,

The House

Adjourned-



Thursday, March 26, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Abington,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that the 
writ of certiorari shall be a writ of right, and that it may be 
issued without application to the Court therefor, and that 
whenever the proceedings of any tribunal shall be brought be
fore the Supreme Judicial Court, by such writ, the said Court 
may quash or affirm such proceedings, or enter such judgment 
as the Court below should have rendered, or make such order, 
judgment or decree, in the premises, as law and justice shall 
require.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing by law that whenever an indictment 
shall be found by the Grand Jury for any offence, it shall not 
be competent for the prosecuting Attorney of the Common
wealth to dismiss the proceedings, nor enter a nolle p ro seq u i, 
except with the approval of the Court, and for reasons stated ; 
which reasons, and the approval of the Court, shall be entered 
upon the record of the case.

The Order offered yesterday by Mr. Foster, of Andover, was 
rejected.

44
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Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of 
Mount Washington Avenue Corporation, for an extension of 
time within which to complete their improvements.

Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, presented the Petition of 
George W. White and others, for leave to construct an addi
tional draw on the Hancock Free Bridge.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges

Mr. Cox, of Malden, presented the Remonstrance of Man- 
son L. Mills and others, against the Petition of Henry Howland 
and others, relative to the division of the Town of M'alden.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, presented the Remonstrances of 
William Bishop and others, of Plymouth, and 
Benjamin Ward and others, of Carver;

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, presented the Remonstrance 
of Zachariah Eddy and others, of Middleborough;

Mr. Bates, of Plymouth, presented the Remonstrance of A. 
H. Cornish and others; ,

Mr. Blackmer, of Rochester—The Piemonstrance of James 
H. Allen and others, of Marion;

Mr. Gardner, of South Scituate—The Remonstrance of 
Samuel Loring and others, of Hull,

Severally against the Petition of Samuel Breek and others.

Severally referred to the Committee having charge of that 
subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hale, of Boston, presented the Petition of E. B. Wilson 
and others, of West Roxbury, in favor of State Aid for 
Kansas.

Laid on the table.
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Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Samuel N. Ten
ney, reported

An Order of Notice thereon, which was read and adopted.

Mr. Dodge, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, to whom was referred the Petition of George L. 
Davis and others, in aid of that of the City of Lawrence, 
reported,

Asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

Mr. Whitney, of Leominster, from the Committee on Leave 
of Absence, reported,

That leave of absence be granted to John H. Fuller, member 
from Springfield, for ten days from Friday, March twenty-sev
enth,

And said Reports were severally accepted.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of S. A. ShurtlefF, 
and William Dearborn and others, in"aid of the same, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.
And said Report was placed in the Orders of the Day.

«
Mr. Davis, of Greenfield, from the Committee on Prisons, to 

whom was referred the Order of March sixteenth, relative to 
Insane Convicts at the State Prison, reported

A Bill in addition to an Act entitled, An Act for the removal 
of Convicts from the State Prison.

Mr. Merrifield, of Worcester, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Direc
tors of the Miller’s River Bank, reported

A Bill to increase the Capital of the Miller’s River Bank; 
also,

On the Petition of Luther Rodman and others,
A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Conway Bank ; 

also,
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On the Petition of Lee Claflin and others,
A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Hopkinton 

Bank ; also,
On the Petition of John Jewett and others,
A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Oxford Bank.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Petition of the Mechanics’ Bank, of 
New Bedford, and others, in aid of the same, reported

A Bill, to increase the Capital Stock of the Mechanics’ 
Bank, in New Bedford.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Quincy Stone Bank, reported 

A Bill, to increase the Capital Stock of the Quincy Stone 
Bank, in Quincy; and these Bills were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To amend chapter two hundred and fifteen, of the laws 

of eighteen hundred and fifty-six, entitled, An Act relating to 
the Organization of Corporations for Educational, Charitable 
and Religious purposes,”

“ In addition to an Act to establish the Fort Hill Corpora
tion,”

“ To incorporate the Monnamoiet Insurance Company,”
“ To repeal chapter eighteen of the Resolves of eighteen 

hundred and fifty-one, concerning the Potato Rot,”
*• Authorizing the Selectmen of Manchester to construct a 

town-way over tide-water,”
“ lo  amend an Act concerning Beaches in the town of 

North Chelsea ; ” and

The Resolves,
“ In aid of the Troy Indians,”
“ I» favor of the Herring Pond Indians, ’

\\  ere severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the Petitions of

Joseph Cummings and others, and 
Horatio N. Watson and others ; and

(Inexpedient to legislate) on the House Order of March 
eighteenth, relative to poor and worthless seeds; also,

On the House Order of March twelfth, relative to autho
rizing Towns to set out Shade Trees,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Bill, “ Concerning Loan Fund Associations,” came 
down in an amended draft, passed to be engrossed, and the 
same was read, and referred to the Committee on the Judi
ciary.

The House Order, relative to an examination of the various 
Funds and Securities of the Commonwealth, came down 
adopted, in concurrence, with an amendment, striking out the 
words “ be.joined to the Committee on the Treasury, on the 
part of the Senate,” and inserting instead thereof, the words, 
“with such as the Senate may join.”

On motion, the amendment was adopted, in concurrence.

Ordered, in concurrence, That the several Committees of 
the Legislature be directed to report finally, upon all matters 
before them, on or before the twentieth day of April next.

Subsequently, Air. Littlefield, of Foxborough, moved a re
consideration of the vote whereby the foregoing Order was 
adopted, in concurrence, and the motion was placed in the 
Orders of the Day.

An additional Order of Notice was passed, in concurrence, 
on the Petition of Butters and Company and another.

The Bill, to incorporate the United States Hotel Company, 
at Lawrence, was discharged from the Orders of the Day, 
read twice, and, under a suspension of the Rule, passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
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The Engrossed Bills,
“ In addition to an Act relating to Banns of Marriage,”
“ To repeal certain Acts concerning persons under sentence 

of Death,”
“ To establish a Board of Directors of the Public Institu

tions for the Cit.y of Boston, and for the County of Suffolk,”
“ To change the place of holding the September Meeting 

of the County Commissioners of Middlesex,” (which severally 
originated in the House of Representatives,) and

The Bills,
“ In addition to an Act to incorporate the Massachusetts 

Sabbath School Society,”
“ To authorize James G. Tarr and others, to extend their 

wharf,”
“ Concerning the Boston and New York Central Railroad 

Company,” (which severally originated in the Senate,) .

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and re
sumed the consideration of the Bill to repeal the one hundred 
and fifty-second chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, but before taking any question thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



Friday, March 27, 1857

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,
Ordered, That the forty-ninth Rule of the House be so far 

amended, that the Reports, Petitions, Memorials, Remon
strances, and papers of a like nature, mentioned in said Rule> 
may be presented at any time during the Session, when the 
Orders of the Day are not under consideration.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery 

inquire if further legislation is necessary to secure to tenants 
in common an equitable distribution of the net income of 
such estates, among the several parties interested therein.

Mr. Endicott, of Canton, presented the Petition of Morrill 
Allen and others, of Pembroke, for aid to the Free State Set
tlers in Kansas.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Mackintire, of Charlestown, presented the Petition of 
Comins and Company and others, for the repeal of the law 
providing for inspection of Sumac.

Mr. Stephens, of Beverly, presented the Petition of Ste
phens Baker and others, for an Act of incorporation as the 
Beverly Gas Light Company.

45
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Mr. Spooner, of Boston, presented the Petition of Noah 
Lincoln and others, for an Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
of Lincoln Wharf.

»

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs 
and Insurance.

Mr. Farley, of Ipswich, presented the Remonstrance of Arza 
Brown and others, of Hamilton, against the Petition of the 
Proprietors of the Lawrence Bridge.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Whiting, of Holliston, presented the Petition of Gaius 
Thompson and others, for aid to the widow of the late Caleb 
Albee, a soldier of the Revolution ; also,

The Petition of O. S. Lawrence and others, of Milford, in 
aid of the same.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, presented the Petition of Charles 
P. Lyon and others, of Halifax ; and

Mr. Copeland, of West Bridgewater, the Petition of Caleb 
Howard and others, of West Bridgewater,

Severally in aid of, and

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, the Remonstrances of 
J. D. Baxter and others, of Plymouth, and 
John Dunham and others, of Carver;

fylr. Bates, of Plymouth, the Remonstrances of 
Thomas Loring and others, and 
Charles H. Howland and others, of Plymouth,

Mr. Kinney, of Wareham, the Remonstrances of
Samuel J. Tisdale and others, of Wareham, and 
Thomas Savery and others, also of Wareham,

Severally against the 'Petition of Samuel Breek and others.

Severally referred to the Committee having charge of that 
subject.
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Mr. Blackmer, of Rochester, the Petition of J. B. Sturtevant 
and others, in aid of that of R. L. Barstow and others. 

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ranney, of Boston, from the Joint Special Committee 
to whom was referred the Senate Order relative to submitting 
the several Amendments of the Constitution, agreed to by the 
present Legislature, to the people, reported

A Bill, for taking the Census of the legal voters and inhab
itants of this Commonwealth; also,

Resolves, relative to the proposed Amendments of the Con
stitution.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Old 
Colony Rank, in Plymouth, reported 

A Bill, to increase the Capital Stock of the Old Colony 
Bank, in Plymouth ; also,

On the Petition of the Mount Wollaston Bank, reported 
A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Mount Wollas

ton Bank, in Quincy.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of the Cape Cod Bank, reported 

A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Cape Cod Bank, 
in Harwich.

Mr. Thayer, of Boston, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition of the Boston 
and Chelsea Railroad Company, reported

A Bill concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Com
pany.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, from the Committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Chester Adams and others, reported

A Resolve, authorizing the removal of the remains of the 
dead from a burial ground in Natick.
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Mr. Saunders, of Cambridge, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the Petition of John S. Holmes, reported

A Resolve, on the Petition of John S. Holmes.
And said Bills and Resolves were read, and ordered to a 

second reading.

Mr. Cogswell, of Worcester, from the Committee on Pro
bate and Chancery, to whom was referred the Senate Bill, in 
addition to the several Acts for the relief of Insolvent Debtors 
and the more equal distribution of their effects, proposed as a 
substitute for the House Bill relative to the same subject, 
reported,

That the same ought not to pass.
And said Bill was placed in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Wood, of Middleborough, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Petition of Antoinette L. 
Brown and others, and

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Tremont 
Bank,

Severally reported, that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, to establish the dividing line between the towns of 

East Bridgewater and Halifax, was read and ordered to a 
second reading.

A Bill, to repeal the two hundred and ninetieth chapter of 
the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, was refer
red to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Banks 
and Banking,

On the Petitions of—
Moses Newell and others, and 
Cyrus Smith and others, and
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(Inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on Education, 
on the Orders of March ninth and twentieth, relative to the 
employment of Teachers by Prudential Committees,

Were severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

A communication from the Attorney-General, relative to 
the validity of the Commonwealth’s mortgage on the Road of 
the Eastern Railroad Company, was referred to the Commit
tee on Railways and Canals.

The Petition of Augustus Perry and others, for an Act of
incorporation as a Stock Insurance Company in Boston, was
referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insur-*
ance.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of 
The Horn Pond Branch Railroad Company, and 
Samuel Breck and others,

Severally in concurrence.

The Bill, “ In relation to the removal of Snow from the 
Sidewalks of Cities,” came down passed to be engrossed, in 
concurrence, with certain amendments, and the same with the 
Bill, were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Bill, “ In relation to Public Reports and Documents,” 
came down passed to be engrossed with certain amendments, 
which were adopted, in concurrence.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Committee under the Order of March twenty-fourth, relative 
to the Rights of Suffrage in the Territories of the United 
States, viz.:—

Messrs. Potter, of Dartmouth,
Tufts, of Boston,
Spaulding, of Methuen,
Tuttle, of Acton,
Johnson, of Upton,
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Ring, of Huntington,
Noyes, of Brimfield,
Dickinson, of Heath,
Wadsworth, of New Marlborough,
Daniell, of Needham,
Wilder, of Hanover,
Crosby, of Brewster, and 
Bradley, of Tisbury.

Mr. Harmon, of Lawrence, was excused from serving on 
the Order relative to providing for legislation by General Laws, 
and Mr. Endicott, of Canton, was appointed in his place.

The Clerk was charged with a«message to the Senate, in
forming that branch of the appointment of the Committee of 
Conference on the part, of the House, under the Order relative 
to the election of Major-General of the First Division of the 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

The Petition of the Western Avenue Railroad Company, 
for leave to extend its road, and to issue Bonds, was referred 
to the Committee on Railways and Canals, in concurrence.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ To extend the time within which to locate and construct 

the New York and Boston Railroad,” (which originated in 
the Senate,)

“ To amend an Act concerning the Indexing of Deeds,” 
(which originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Resolves,
“ In favor of the State Farm, at Westborough,”
“ Providing for the payment of certain General Expenses, 

not otherwise provided for,” (which severally originated in the 
House of Representatives,)

Were severally passed, and sent to the Senate.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and
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The House refused to reconsider the vote whereby the Sen
ate Order, relative to the final Reports from Committees, was 
adopted, in concurrence.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Bill, “ To 
repeal the one hundred and fifty-second chapter of the Acts of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five,” but before taking any action 
thereon,

The House

Adjourned.



.

■



Saturday, M ardi 28, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

Mr. Currier, of Salisbury, presented the Remonstrance of 
the Town of Salisbury, against the Petition of the County 
Commissioners of Essex.

Mr. Hyde, of Newton, Presented the Petition of Seth Davis 
and others, in aid of that of Luring Wheeler and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery.

Mr. Atwood, of Newburyport, presented the Remonstrance 
of the City of Newburyport, against the Petition of the City 
of Lawrence.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Gramme#, of Woburn, presented the Petition of Nathan 
Wyman and others, of Woburn, for aid to the Free State 
Settlers in Kansas.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Thayer, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals be 

authorized to sit during the Sessions of the House and Senate.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, presented the Remonstrance of 
4tj
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Joseph Smith and others, of Hanson, against the Petition of 
Samuel Breck and others.

Referred to the Joint Special Committee having charge of 
that subject.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, presented the Petition of Isaiah 
B. Young, for services rendered as an Architect in preparing 
the plans for the State Reform School Buildings at Westbor- 
ough.

Referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Presi
dent and Directors of the Freeman’s Bank, in Boston ; also,

The Petition of the President and Directors of the Webster 
Bank, in Boston ; also,

The Petition of the President and Directors of the Shel
burne Falls Fank,

Severally for increase of Capital Stock, reported,
That the petitioners severally have leave to withdraw.

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Petition of Warren Bank, in South Danvers, 
reported

A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Warren Bank; 
also,

On the Petition of the Dedham Bank, in Dedham,
A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Dedham Bank, 

Dedham.

Mr. Morrill, of Fall River, from the Committee on the Fish
eries, to whom was referred the Petition of G. B. Weston and 
others, relative to the Menhaden Fishery, reported

A Bill to protect the Menhaden Fishery in the towns of 
Duxbury, Plymouth and Kingston.

Mr. Titcomb, of Lynnfield, from the Committee on Towns,
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to whom was referred the Petition of the City of Fall River, 
relative to the Amendment of the Charter of said City, re
ported

A Bill in additiondo an Act to establish the City of Fall 
River.

Mr. Stebbins, of Deerfield, from the Committee on Agri
culture, to whom was referred the Order of January thirtieth, 
relative to the weight and measure of Grass Seed, reported

A Bill to regulate the sale of Grass Seed.

And said Bills were read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ For the better preservation of Municipal Records,”
“ Extending the time for the construction of the Agricultu

ral Branch Railroad,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

A Report (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, on the House Order of Feb
ruary twenty-first, relative to Fire Inquests, and

A Report (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on Roads 
and Bridges, on the Petition of Henry A. Snow, Agent and 
Treasurer,

Were severally read and placed in the Orders of the Day.

Ordered, That Messrs. Sabin and Churchill, of the Senate, 
with such as the House may join, be a Committee to consider 
the expediency of annulling the contract, by which the farm 
connected with the State Reform School at Westborough, 
was placed under the charge of the State Board of Agriculture.

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking con
sider and report what legislation may be needful to compel the
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several banks in this Commonwealth to keep a greater amount 
of specie than they usually do, tor the basis of the bills they 
issue as currency; Also, to report as to the passage of a law 
in relation to bank returns in relation to the indebtedness of 
one bank to another, as recommended by the Bank Commis
sioners in their Report.

The Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic 
Hospital, at Taunton, was referred to the Committee on Pub
lic Charitable Institutions.

The Petition of O. S. Matthews and others, in aid of the 
Petition of O. S. Balcom and others, was referred to the Com
mittee on Banks and Banking.

Orders of Notice were passed on the Petitions of
F. W. Prescott and others, and the 
Western Avenue Railroad Company.

Severally in concurrence.

A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
appointment of Messrs. Usher, Mixter and Field as the Com
mittee of Conference on the part of that branch, under the 
Order relative to the election of Major-General of the First 
Division of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

The Bill to repeal an Act to incorporate Towns and Cities into 
Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, at their election, was taken 
from the table.

And thereupon, Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, offered an 
amendment to the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. An
drews, of Danvers.

And the same with the Bill, was laid on the table, and the 
amendment ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, the Bill relating 
to Trustees under Railroad Mortgages, wap taken from the 
table and placed in the Orders of the Day.
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The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and in con
sideration of undebatable matters,

The Bills,
“ Concerning Police Courts,”
“ In addition to an Act entitled, An Act concerning Notes 

payable on demand,”
“ In relation to the powers of County Commissioners, in 

laying out Ways across Railroads,”
“ Authorizing Abner R. Tucker and others to plant Oysters 

in Apponigansett River,”
“ In addition to an Act relating to Leasehold Estates,”
“ To incorporate the Charles River Navigation Company,”
“ In relation to the removal of Insane Convicts at the State 

Prison,”
“ To repeal chapter eighteen of the Resolves of eighteen 

hundred and fifty-one, concerning the Potato Rot,”
“ To incorporate the Monnamoiet Insurance Company,”
“ In addition to an Act to establish the Fort Hill Corpora

tion,”
“ To amend chapter two hundred and fifteen of the laws of 

eighteen hundred and fifty-six, entitled an Act relating to the 
Organization of Corporations for Educational, Charitable, and 
Religious Purposes,”

“ Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company,”
“ To establish the dividing line between the Towns of East 

Bridgewater and Plalifax,”
“ To authorize John Perkins and others to build a Wharf;” 

and

The Resolves,
“ On the Petition of the Overseers of Gay Head,” 
“ Authorizing the Sale of certain Real Estate in Boston, 

formerly belonging to B. P. Homer, deceased,”
“ In favor of the Herring Pond Indians,”
“ In aid of the Troy Indians,”

Were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading.
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The House Bill,
“ In addition to An Act entitled an Act in relation to Mort

gages,”

And Resolve in favor of Samuel H. Reed,

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence.

The Senate Bills,
“ Concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company,”
“ Concerning the Trustees of African Methodist Episcopal 

Churches,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Pemberton Mill,”

Were severally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

The House Bill,
Regulating the payment of Fines, Forfeitures and Costs, 

was read a third time and passed to be engrossed, but subse
quently, on motion of Mr. Ranney, of Boston, the vote was 
reconsidered, under a suspension of the Rule, and the Bill 
was again placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, on the Order of March fifth, and the Petition of 
John Gustin and others;

On the Order of February twenty-sixth, relative to the 
powers of County Commissioners;

On the Order of February seventeenth, relative to extending 
the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace;

Of the Committee on Agriculture, on the Order of March 
eighteenth, relative to the sale of poor and worthless Seeds,

Were severally accepted, the last in concurrence.

The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on 
Agriculture, on the Petition of Joseph Cummings and others; 
and

Horatio N. Watson and others ;
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Of the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, on the 
Petition of Foster Waterman and others,

Were severally accepted, the first two in concurrence, and 
the last sent up for concurrence.

Similar Reports of the Committee on Probate and Chancery, 
on the Petition of Boyd Howard,

Of the Committee on Judiciary on the Petition of Antoin
ette L. Brown and others, were accepted.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Bill to 
repeal the one hundred and fifty-second chapter of the Acts of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, but before taking the question 
on ordering the same to a third reading, the Orders of the 
Day were laid on the table, and

On motion of Mr. Baker, of Medford, Wednesday next, at 
12 o’clock, M., was assigned as the hour for taking the question 
on the said Bill.

And thereupon,

The House

Adjourned.





M o n d a y , M a rc h  3 0 , 1857»

Met, according to adjournment.

Mr. Baker, of Medford, presented the Petition of Coleman
C. Kenrick, of Medford, asking for the purchase by the Com
monwealth, of the Homestead formerly owned by Governor 
Cradock.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Browne, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of Francis
T. Cordis and others, for leave to sell certain Real Estate.

Referred to the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

On motion of Mr. Fay, of Chelsea,
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu

tions inquire into the expediency of authorizing town and city 
authorities to remove destitute and neglected children irom the 
custody of intemperate or dissolute parents, and providing for 
them as paupers.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell,
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals 

consider the expediency of so far amending section first of the 
four hundred and fifty-second chapter of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, that regular trains upon a railroad shall 
not be required to stop at the crossing of any railroad, not in 
regular use.

47
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Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, presented the Petition of A. W. 
Blodgett and others, and

Mr. Crapo, of New Bedford, presented the Petition of Joseph 
Grinned and others, of New Bedford,

Severally in aid of the Petition of John H. Sisson and 
others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Prisons.

Mr. Crane, of Bridgewater, presented the Petition of Seth 
Miller, Jr., and others, of Wareham, in aid of, and

Mr. Bates, of Plymouth, presented the Remonstrances of 
Jason F. Murdock and others, of Wareham,

Of Thomas N. Bartlett and others, of Plymouth ;
Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, the Remonstrance of Barak 

Osborne and others, of Hanson ;
Mr. Hunt, of Kingston, the Remonstrance of Jedediah 

Holmes and others, of Kingston,

Severally against the Petition of Samuel Breck and others.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Mr. Ruggles, of Dorchester, presented the Petition of the 
Brush Hill Turnpike Corporation, for leave to surrender their 
road and franchise, and abandon the portion thereof lying 
within the limits of Milton.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.o

Mr. E. Wright, of Boston, presented the Petition of Eben- 
ezer L. Pierce and others, for an Act of incorporation, as the 
Horn Pond Railroad Company.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Rockwood, of Hanson, presented the Petition of Isaac 
Dunham and others, in behalf of the Wesleyan Church, in 
Duxbury.
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Referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious So
cieties.

Mr. Moore, of Waltham, presented the Petition of Newell 
Sherman and others, for the Removal of Edward Greeley 
Loring from the office of Judge of Probate.

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Ramsdell, of Marblehead, presented the Petition of 
Henry F. Pitman, for leave to extend a wharf in Marblehead.

Referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In
surance.

Mr. Prescott, of Salem, on leave, introduced an Act in ad
dition to an Act to incorporate the Young Men’s Union, of 
Salem, and 1he same was read and referred to the Committee on 
Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Baker, of Medford, the Petition of John 
R. Rollins and others, with the Order of Notice thereon, was 
recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Johnson, of Quincy, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Faneuil 
Hall Bank, in Boston ; also,

On the Petition of the North Bank; also,
On the Petition of the President and Directors of the Shaw- 

mut Bank, in Boston,

Severally for increase of Capital; and

Mr. White, of Medway, from the Committee on Towns, to 
whom was referred the Petitions of Leonard Richmond and 
others, and sundry others, in aid,

Severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with
draw.
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Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Orders of February sixteenth 
and nineteenth, relati ve to Schools and School-houses, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And these Reports were severally placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

Mr. Twombly, of Boston, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of the Presi
dent and Directors of the Wrentham Bank, for an increase of 
Capital Stock, reported

A Bill, to increase the Capital of the Wrentham Bank.

Mr. Sherman, of Plymouth, from the same committee, on 
the Petition of William Claflin and others, reported

A Bill to incorporate the Hide and Leather Bank.

Mr. Johnson, from the same committee, on the Petition of 
the Taunton Bank, in Taunton, reported

A Bill to increase the Capital Stock of the Taunton Bank, 
in Taunton.

Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, from the Committee on Edu
cation, to whom was referred the Order of January thirty-first, 
relative to the preservation of Town Records, reported

A Bill authorizing transcripts of Town or City Records.

Mr. Brewer, of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Order of January twenty-second, relative to 
the rights of non-resident children to attend the Public Schools, 
reported

A Bill to define the rights of the Children of non-resident 
parents to attend Public Schools.

And these Bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the Senate Amendment to the House Bill con
cerning Loan Fund Associations, reported,
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That the House should concur in the adoption of the sg.me. 
On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, the Amendment was 

amended, and as amended, adopted, and sent up for concur
rence.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills,
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Asiatic Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Haverhill Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Union Hank, in 

Haverhill,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Malden Bank,”
“ To increase the Capital Stock of the Woburn Bank,”
“ To incorporate the Proprietors of the Holyoke and Willi- 

mansett Bridge,”

Were severally read, and ordered to a second reading.

The Bill, in relation to the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Ju
dicial Court, came down passed to be engrossed, with an 
amendment, which, with the Bill, was referred to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

Reports (inexpedient to legislate) of the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, on Order relative to the Encroachments 
of Horse Railroads,

(Reference to the next Legislature) on so much of the Pe
tition of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, as relates to the 
Watertown Branch Road,

Were severally placed in the Orders of the Day.

An Order of Notice was passed, in concurrence, on the Pe
tition of Henry W. Bishop and others.

An Engrossed Bill, in relation to Public Reports and Docu
ments, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
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The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, and resumed 
the consideration of the Bill to repeal the one hundred and 
fifty-second chapter of the Acts of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five.

After discussion, the Bill was laid on the table.

The Bill in addition to an Act to protect the Property of 
Married Women, was then taken up, the question being on 
certain amendments proposed thereto by Messrs. B. Wright 
and Ranney, of Boston.

The amendment of Mr. Wright, of Boston, was adopted, 
and the Bill was then passed over.

And thereupon,

The House

A djourned.



Tuesday, March 31, 1857.

Met according to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Wells, of Chicopee,
Ordered, That the use of the Hall of the House of Repre

sentatives be granted to Rev. Mr. Orcutt, of Hartford, on 
Wednesday evening, April first, for the purpose of an address 
upon the subject of African Colonization.

On motion of Mr. Batchelder, of Sutton,
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be instruct

ed to inquire into the expediency of repealing chapter forty- 
seven of the Revised Statutes.

Mr. Clapp, of Southampton, presented the Petition of 
Charles Currier and others, of Newburyport, lor aid to the Free 
State Settlers in Kansas.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Atkins, of Boston,
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking con

sider the expediency of amending the sixth section of the one 
hundred and ninety-sixth chapter of the Acts of eighteen hun
dred and thirty-eight, concerning Banks and Banking, by 
striking out all after the word “ stock ” in the eighth line to 
the word “ and’’ in the twelfth of said section.

On motion of Mr. Morrill, of Fall River,
Ordered, That the Committee on Claims consider and re-

48
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port what compensation should be paid the Door-keepers, Mes
sengers and Pages, for filing the Documents and Journal of 
the present Session.

Mr. Gardner, of South Scituate, presented the Remon
strances of '

Anson Robbins and others, and 
Peleg Curtis and others,

Severally of South Scituate ;

Mr. Conant, of Scituate, presented the Remonstrances of 
George M. Allen and others, and 
Edward James and others,

Severally of Scituate;

Mr. Macomber, of Marshfield—The Remonstrance of Fletcher 
Webster and others, of Marshfield,

Severally against the Petition of Samuel Breck and others.

Severally referred to the Joint Special Committee having 
charge of that subject.

Mr. Bliss, of Pawtucket, presented the Petition of W. D. 
Whiting and others, for the division of the town of Attle
borough.

Referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Norwood, of Gloucester, presented the Remonstrance of 
Benjamin Stomwood and others, against the Petition of Na
thaniel Pulcifer and others.

Referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Russell, of Boston, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Order of February eleventh, 
relative to the Salary of the Assistant-Clerk of the Superior 
Court of the County of Suffolk, reported

A Bill to establish the Salary of the Assistant-Clerk of the 
Superior Court of the County of Suffolk.
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Mr. Chase, of Lynn, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs and Insurance, to whom was referred the Petition of 
Samuel J. Goodwin, reported

A Bill to authorize Samuel J. Goodwin to build a Wharf in 
Swampscott.

Mr. Merrifield, of Worcester, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, to whom was referred the Petition of E. D. 
Thayer and others, reported,

That the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Goodwin, of Lowell, from the Committee on Education 
to whom was referred the Order of March thirteenth, relative 
to the employment of female teachers as Principals of High 
Schools, reported,

That it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

And said Bills and Reports were severally read and placed 
in the Orders of the Day.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as the 
Committee on the Order relative to the State Farm at West- 
borough, viz.:

Messrs. Stebbins, of Deerfield,
Wilder, of Chelsea,
Hyde, of Newton,
Hale, of Boston, and 
Tufts, of Charlestown.

A Communication was received from the Auditor, in com
pliance with the Order of March twenty-first, covering a state
ment of the Annual Expenditures of the Alien Commissioners, 
from the date of their organization to the end of the year 
1856.

And the same was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed.

Papers from the Senate.
A Bill, to incorporate the American Print Works, was read, 

and ordered to a second reading.
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The Reports (leave to withdraw) of the Committee on the 
Fisheries, on the Petitions of

James Hackins and others,
The Town of Plymouth,
The Selectmen of the Town of Swanzey, and 
Joseph Fowler and others,

Were severally read, and placed in the Orders of the Day.

The Report of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance, asking to be discharged from the further considera
tion of the Report of the Pilot Commissioners, and recom
mending that the same be referred to the Joint Special Com
mittee on Pilotage, was read, and accepted, in concurrence.

Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking be, 
and they hereby are instructed to report to the Senate, on or 
before the first day of April next, the amount of the increase 
of capital prayed for by each petitioning Bank of the city of 
Boston ; also,

The increase of capital prayed for by each petitioning Bank 
located out of Boston, and the amount of capital for each 
new Bank petitioned for, either in or out of Boston, in order 
that the Senate may have full information on this subject.

On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, the Order was 
amended by striking out the word “ Senate,” and inserting 
instead thereof, the word “ Legislature,” and the Order, as 
amended, was adopted, and the amendment sent up for con
currence.

The Petition of Welcome Young and others, of East 
Bridgewater, in aid of that of Samuel Breck and others, was 
referred, in concurrence, to the Joint Special Committee on 
that subject.

The Engrossed Bills,
“ Concerning the Springfield Institutions for Savings,”
“ To incorporate the Franklin Savings Bank, in Pawtucket,” 

(which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)

Were passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
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On motion of Mr. Hudson, of Lexington, the Bill concern
ing the appointment of members of the Legislature to certain 
offices, was taken from table and placed in the Orders of the 
Day.

On motion of Mr. Hale, of Boston, the Bill in relation to 
the Massachusetts Historical Society was taken from the table, 
read a third time, and under a suspension of the Rule, passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

The House proceeded to the Orders of the Day, the first 
matter being a Bill providing for the election of Selectmen, 
Assessors, Overseers of the Poor and School Committees.

Mr. Wood, of Hopkinton, offered an amendment to the 
same, pending the question on which, the hour specially 
assigned, having arrived, the House proceeded to the consider
ation of the Resolves for the relief of Settlers in Kansas Ter
ritory, but before taking any question thereon, the Orders of 
the Day were laid on the table; and thereupon,

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Springfield, the Bill for faking 
the Census of the le°:al voters and inhabitants of this Corn-o

monwealth, and

The Resolves relative to the proposed Amendments to the 
Constitution, were severally discharged from the Orders of the 
Day, read twice and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence.

And then

The House

Adjourned.




