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1. Get Involved: Become an InSPIRED Fellow! 
 

We’re now accepting applications for the inaugural cohort of InSPIRED Fellows! This 

Fellowship is designed around two goals: (1) increase the diversity of the teaching 

workforce in Massachusetts and (2) increase the retention rates of current 

educators committed to a diverse workforce. This highly selective opportunity is for 

current teachers who have close connections to their school communities and who 

have the ability to connect with students in target districts in order to recruit the next 

generation of diverse, effective teachers. These connections may exist for a variety of 

reasons, including growing up in the district, being a fluent speaker of the predominant 

in-home language of many of the students in that community, or being a first-

generation college student. We hope to select a diverse cohort of fellows who can 

leverage their own personal story about entering and staying in the profession in order 
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to cultivate interest among students in target districts. 

  

Fellows will concentrate their efforts in the following districts: Boston, Brockton, 

Chelsea, Everett, Holyoke, Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn, Randolph, Revere, Springfield, 

and Worcester. We highly encourage teachers from these districts, in particular 

teachers from diverse backgrounds, to apply! Please email 

EducatorDevelopment@doe.mas.edu with any questions. Applications close on 

December 13.  

 

 

 

2. Teacher Reflection: Grade 4 Kindness Project 
 

 

 

One of the gifts students 

made as part of the 

Kindness Project was a 

golf game for the school 

janitor, who said he likes 

to play.  

 

Alexandra Caram, a 2019 Teacher of the Year finalist, is a library media specialist at 

Summer Street School, a pre-kindergarten through fourth grade school in Lynnfield. 

Last year, the makerspace in the library was part of a long-term project for the fourth 

grade that combined elements of research, creativity, and social and emotional 

learning. Caram worked on the project with Sarah Perkins, the district’s digital learning 

coach. At the start of the project, the fourth graders, Caram said, were all “really kind 

individually” but not always kind to each other. Here’s what she told TT3 about the 

project: 
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Instead of doing a traditional research project last year, we did a kindness project 

through SEL (social and emotional learning). Students researched kindness through 

different media, and then students ended with a makerspace project, where they made 

something for someone. 

  

Pretty early on, they chose their top three adults that they wanted to survey, and they 

created a Google Forms survey for each adult about how they like to be shown 

kindness. Some people really like words of affirmation, some people like small acts of 

kindness. For a lot of students, it was thinking about someone other than themselves 

and practicing why that is important. Students did some heavy digging into how they 

like to be shown kindness, and at the end of the tunnel, too, they knew it was a 

makerspace project, so they were very motivated. 

  

One boy sewed an Edward Tulane doll for his teacher who was having a baby, 

because that was the teacher’s favorite book [“The Miraculous Journey of Edward 

Tulane”]. The janitor got a mini golf game. Our director of curriculum got a song, 

because he likes Journey, and music helps him get through stressful times. Other 

students made our music teacher a guitar with words of affirmation on it. One adult 

said he wanted to be a fish if he had another job, so a student made an underwater 

video. One of the best ones was a huge papier-mâché ice cream cone; each chip had 

words of affirmation on it for the teacher. 

  

We’re definitely going to do it again. Everyone’s talking about how to infuse SEL into 

their curriculum, and this felt like a real commitment to teaching these skills. 

  

Caram and Perkins gave a presentation about makerspaces and SEL projects at a 

recent Massachusetts Computer-Using Educators (MassCUE) conference. Their 

presentation, including links to more details on the Kindess project, is here: SEL in 

Makerspace Presentation. To learn more or to visit the library, email Caram.  Follow 

Caram at @LibraryCaram and Perkins at @ELAPerks.  

 

 

 

3. Did You Know?: Nominations Open for Teacher 

Recognition Programs 
 

Two teacher recognition programs are currently accepting nominations: The Gilder 

Lehrman Institute of American History is accepting nominations for state history 
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teacher of the year through March 31, 2019, and the Presidential Awards for 

Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) is accepting nominations 

through March 1, 2019. This year, PAEMST will honor science, technology, 

engineering, mathematics and computer science teachers serving students in grades 

7-12. For more information about these and other recognition programs in which DESE 

participates, email EducatorRecognition@doe.mass.edu.   
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