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Resolve relating to the trustees of the Museum of Compara
tive Zoology,

Bill relating to eligibility to military office,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 

concurrence, except the last named, which was in concurrence.
Bill to authorize an increase of the capital stock of the Wor

cester Horse Railroad Company, was re-committed to the Com
mittee on Horse Railways.

Reports, inexpedient to legislate on the several Orders relative 
to excluding children under five years of age from the public 
schools, and relative to a change in school books,

Were severally, on motion of Mr. Otheman of Chelsea, re-com
mitted to the Committee on Education.

Adjourned.

Monday, February 1, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
The journal of Saturday was read.
A message was received from the Senate proposing a joint 

convention of the two branches on Thursday, at half-past two 
o’clock, P. M., for the purpose of electing two Directors of the 
Western Railroad Corporation.

On motion ol Mr. Kimball of Boston, the message was laid 
upon the table.

A message was received from the Governor, with a communi
cation from the Commissioners of Public Lands, forwarding a 
deed, diawn for the purpose of granting the Citv of Boston a 
right to maintain water-pipes, Ac.

Read and leloned to the Committee on Public Lands and 
sent up for concurrence.

A communication from the Governor, with a letter from the 
Secretary of the Board of Overseers of Harvard College, giving 
notice that a vacancy will occur in the Board on the’first of 
March, by reason of the removal of Rev. E. W. Clark from 
the State, came from the Senate, and was read and laid upon 
the table.
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A communication was received from the Auditor, in reply to 
an Order of January 28, instructing him to report what amounts 
had been paid the past year on account of the Hoosac Tunnel.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.
The annual report of the Bank Commissioners was received 

from the Secretary of the Commonwealth and referred to the 
Committee on Banks and Banking, and sent up for concurrence.

Petitions.
Mr. Merrill of Cambridge, presented the petition of John 

Livermore and 15 others ;
Mr. Seagrave of Uxbridge, the petition of Joseph Day and 17 

others of Uxbridge ;
Mr. Wilder of Hingham, the petition of David Lincoln and 

40 others of Hingham,
Severally for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stock

holders in corporations.
Severally referred to the Committee on that subject.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, the petition of Charles Smith and others, 

for the repeal or amendment of the laws relative to the storing 
of gunpowder at Captain’s Island in Cambridge, which was 
referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs.

Mr. Allen of Bast Bridgewater, the petition of George L. 
Dunbar to be paid for military services, which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Claims.

Mr. Crane of Raynham, the petition of Cyrus Lothrop and 
56 others of Easton, in aid of the petition of the Dighton and 
Somerset Railroad Company, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Beecher of Georgetown, the petition of Richard Tenney 
and 90 others of Georgetown, in aid of the petition of the Salem 
and South Danvers Railroad Company, which was referred to 
the Committee on Horse Railways.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Howe of Lowell,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures consider the 

expediency of so amending the law in regard to steam boilers as
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to better protect the lives and property of citizens of the Com
monwealth.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Cheever of Chelsea,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of making it a penal offence for Justices of the 
Peace or other magistrates to continue to act as such after the 
expiration of their commissions.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judici

ary, reported that the Order of January 27th, concerning the 
inspection of steam-boilers, ought to be referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures.

The report was considered and accepted, and the subject so 
referred. Sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the Senate Resolve in favor of William R. 
Black and Simeon G-. Blandin, reported it back with an 
amendment.

Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the same Committee, 
reported back the Resolve in favor of the Guardian of the Pun- 
kapoag tribe of Indians, for the benefit of Charlotte E. Myers.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same Committee, reported 
back the Resolve in favor of the Guardian of the Punkapoag 
tribe of Indians, for the benefit of Sally Burr of Boston, and her 
son, James Burr.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the same Committee, reported 
back the Resolve in favor of the Guardian of the Punkapoag 
tribe of Indians, for the benefit of Sally Burr of Cambridge.

Sc\orally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on peti

tion of the Mutual Protection Fire Insurance Company, reported a 
Bill in relation to the Mutual Protection Fire Insurance Company.

Mr. Scud dor ol Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs, on the petition of James H. Tripp & Co. and others, 
reported a Bill to authorize James H. Tripp and others to 
extend their wharf in Chatham.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
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Papers from the Senate.
Petition of Erastus Ware and 16 others of Marblehead, in aid 

of the petition of the Salem and South Danvers Railroad Com
pany, was referred in concurrence, to the Committee on Horse 
Railways.

Bills:
To change the name of the Chicopee Manufacturing Company,
Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company,
In addition to an act to incorporate the Real Estate and 

Building Company,
To authorize the Simpson’s Patent Dry Dock Company to 

build a wharf in East Boston,
To authorize the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad Company 

to issue first class preferred stock,
Resolve for the better accommodation of the Paymasters of 

Bounties to volunteers,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, and the 
rules being suspended, the Resolve last named was read a second 
and third time, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills: In addition to an act to incorporate the Middlesex 

Company,
To increase the capital stock of the Charlestown Gas Company,
To confirm certain acts done by James Rice, as a Justice of 

the Peace,
Relating to the investment of the capital and funds of Insur

ance Companies,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading ;
Bill relating to County Teachers’ Associations was recom

mitted to the Committee on Bills in the Third Reading ;
Bill in addition to an act to incorporate the Type-Setting 

Machine Company, was read, and pending the question on an. 
amendment, was laid upon the table.

Adjourned.
it
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T uesday, February 2, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Johnson of Dorchester,—
Ordered, That the reading of the journal be dispensed with 

this day and henceforth, until otherwise ordered.
On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell,—
Ordered, That the House meet to-morrow at ten o’clock, A. M.
A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 

election by that branch of the following gentlemen as Overseers 
of Harvard College:

For six years, Messrs. Stephen- M. Weld of West Roxbury, 
John G-. Whittier of Amesbury, Geo. M. Brooks of Concord, 
Francis E. Parker of Boston, and David H. Mason of Newton.

For five years, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resigna
tion of Mr. E. W. Clark, Reuben T. Robinson of Winchester.

The eighth annual report of the Loan Fund Associations was 
received from the Insurance Commissioners, and referred to the 
Committee on Insurance, and sent up for concurrence.

Petitions.
Mr. Burnham of Haverhill presented the petition of James 

H. Duncan and others of Haverhill,
Mr. Sturtevant of Springfield, the petition of H. N. Case and 

others of Springfield,
Mr. Emerson of Melrose, the petition of N. B. Bryant and 

others of Melrose,
Mr. Cook of Milford, the petition of A. C. Mayhew and others 

of Milford,
Mr. Borden of Fall River, the petition of Israel Buffington 

and others of Fall River,
Mr. Barker of Quincy, the petition of Charles Marsh and 

32 others of Quincy ;
Severally for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stock

holders in corporations.
Severally referred to the committee on that subject.
Mr. Wellington of Charlestown, the petition of the Charles

town Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for renewal of its 
charter.
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Mr. Sturtevant of Springfield, the petition of the Massachu
setts Mutual Life Insurance Company, for leave to hold real 
estate.

Mr. Boyd of Marlboro’, the petition of the Marlborough 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for the extension of its charter.

Severally referred to the Committee on Insurance.
Mr. Sewall of Charlestown, the petition of Thos. Greenleaf 

and 67 others of Charlestown, in aid of the petition of Joseph 
Pratt and others.

Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, the petition of S. S. Putnam & 
Co. and 110 others of Dorchester, in aid of the petition of the 
Quincy Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Horse Railways.
Mr. Kempton of New Bedford, the petition of James D. 

Thompson and others, to he incorporated as the New Bedford 
and Fall River Railroad Company.

Mr. Newliall of Saugus, the petition of the Selectmen of 
Lynnfield against that of the Eastern Railroad Company in 
relation to the South Reading Branch Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
Mr. Stone of Charlestown, the petition of Rebecca Davis for 

pecuniary aid, which was referred to the Committee on Claims.
Severally sent up for concurrence.
Bills were introduced on leave, as follows :
By Mr. Tyler of Boston, a bill concerning the New England 

Mutual Marine Insurance Company in Boston.
Referred to the Committee on Insurance.
By Mr. Pendergast of Charlestown, a bill to more equitably 

tax stockholders in corporations.
Referred to the Committee on the subject of taxing non-resi

dent stockholders in corporations.
By Mr. Stone of Charlestown, a bill to authorize the Charles

town Five Cents Savings Bank to hold real estate.
Referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Townsend of Bellingham,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of providing by law that the Board of Education be
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authorized to direct what kinds of books shall bo used in the 
common schools, so as to secure greater uniformity in the usage 
of said schools, and prevent the evils of too frequent changes.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of amending section 3 of chapter 84 of the General 
Statutes, in relation to the observance of the Lord’s Day.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing consider the expe

diency of printing extra copies of the Adjutant-General’s Report.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, from the Committee on Parishes 

and Religious Societies, on the petition of the Congregational 
Society in the first precinct in the town of Rehoboth, reported 
a bill in relation to the Congregational Society in the First Pre
cinct in the town of Rehoboth.

Read and ordered to a second reading, and the rules being 
suspended, read a second time, and ordered to a third reading.

Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, 
on the petition of Thomas Ilollis and others, reported leave to 
withdraw.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on an order of February 1st, relating to Justices of the 
Peace, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers from the Senate.
The seventh annual report of the Commissioners of the Sink

ing Fund of the Norwich and Worcester Railroad Co., was 
referred to the Special Committee on the Securities of the 
Commonwealth.

Hie petition of I . Hubbell and others of Charlestown, against 
the petition of Joseph Pratt and others, was referred to the 
Committee on Horse Railways.

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu
tions consider the expediency of providing additional accommo
dations for juvenile offenders, liable to be sentenced to the State 
Reform School.
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Severally in concurrence.
Report leave to withdraw, on the petition of Charles T. Rob

inson and others, accepted in the Senate, came down, and was 
placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill relating to County Teachers’ Associations, was reported 

not correctly drawn, by the Committee on Bills in the third 
reading, and on motion of Mr. Holden of Salem, was recom
mitted to the Committee on Education.

Bills:
In relation to the Mutual Protection Eire Insurance Company, 
To authorize James H. Tripp and others to extend their 

wharf in Chatham,
Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company,
To authorize the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad Company 

to issue first class preferred stock,
To authorize the Simpson’s Patent Dry Dock Company to 

build a wharf in East Boston,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Real Estate and 

Building Company,
To change the name of the Chicopee Manufacturing Company ; 
Resolves:
In favor of the guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians, 

for the benefit, severally, of 
Sally Burr of Cambridge,
Sally Burr of Boston, and her son James Burr,
Charlotte E. Myers ; and
In favor of ffm . R. Black and Simeon G. Blandin,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Bills:
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Middlesex Company, 
Relating to the investment of the capital and funds of Insur

ance Companies,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Bills:
To increase the capital stock of the Charlestown Gas Company,
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To confirm certain acts done by James Rice as a Justice of 
the Peace,

Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence.

Overseers o f Harvard College.
At 3 o’clock, the hour specially assigned for the election of 

Overseers of Harvard College, that subject was called up, and 
on motion of Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, was postponed and 
specially assigned for Friday next, at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Engrossed B ills:
In addition to an Act in relation to Banks,
To incorporate the Cape Cod Glass Company,
To change the name of the Congregational Society of the 

Third Parish of Roxbury,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To incorporate the North Easton Savings Bank,
To incorporate the New Bedford and New York Steam Pro

peller Company,
To incorporate the Eliot Five Cents Savings Bank,
To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Boylston Fire 

and Marine Insurance Company, and for other purposes,
Making appropriations for the maintenance of the govern

ment during the current year,
Making appropriations for the mileage and compensation of 

the Lieutenant-Governor and Council, and officers and mem
bers of the Legislature at the present session therefor, and for 
other purposes,

(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, the motion to 

reconsider the vote by which the Bill to authorize the town of 
Amherst to raise $50,000 was rejected, was taken from the table 
and considered.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill was read a second 
time and amended, and pending the question on ordering it to 
a third reading, the House 

Adjourned.
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W ednesday, February 3, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Stevens of Randolph presented the petition of Seth 

Turner and 10 others,
Mr. Clieever of Chelsea, the petition of Isaac Stebbins and 

34 others,
Severally for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stock

holders in corporations.
Severally referred to the Committee on that subject.
Mr. Little of South Danvers, the remonstrance of the town of 

South Danvers, against the petition of the South Reading Branch 
Railroad, which was refered to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Emerson of Methuen,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing for the election of Assessors of taxes in 
the same manner that School Committees are now chosen.

On motion of Air. Underwood of Dennis,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, consider the 

expediency of providing by law that towns may t’aise money by 
taxation for the purpose of enabling them to procure volunteers.

The estimate of the expenses of the Nautical Branch of the 
State Reform School, for 1864, was received and referred to the 
Committee on Finance.

Air. Emerson of Methuen, from the Committee on the Pay Roll, 
under an order instructing them to make up the mileage of 
the members, reported the schedule, accompanied by the follow
ing order, which was adopted.

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid out of the Treasury 
of the Commonwealth to the members of the House of Repre
sentatives the sums set against their respective names, in the 
accompanying schedule, amounting to tjventy-two hundred 
and five dollars, ($2,205,) for travel, at the present session of 
the General Court.
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Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Bay were taken up.
Reports leave to withdraw on petitions of 
Thomas Hollis and others, and 
Charles T. Robinson and others,
Were severally accepted, the last in concurrence, and the 

first sent up for concurrence.
Bill:
Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company, was 

passed over.
Bills:
To authorize the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad Company 

to issue first class preferred stock,
To authorize the Simpson’s Patent Dry Dock Company to 

build a wharf in East Boston,
In addition to an act to incorporate the Real Estate and 

Building Company,
To change the name of the Chicopee Manufacturing Company, 
Were severally read, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
Bills:
To authorize James H. Tripp and others, to extend their 

wharf in Chatham,
In relation to the Mutual Protection Fire Insurance Company; 
Resolves:
In favor of the Guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians, 

for the benefit severally of 
Sally Burr of Cambridge,
Sally Burr of Boston, and her son, James Burr,
Charlotte E. Myers; and
In favor of William R. Black and Simeon G. Blandin,
Were severally read, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.

Western Railroad Corporation.
On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the message from the 

Senate, proposing a Convention on Thursday, for the choice of 
Directors of the Western Railroad Corporation, was taken from 
the table and considered, and, on motion of Mr. Wentworth, the 
House non-concurred, and voted to propose a Convention on the 
16th inst., at two and a half o’clock, P. M., for the same purpose,
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and the Clerk was charged with a message to the Senate to 
that effect.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of the Bank of Mutual Redemption for alteration 

of its charter, so as to permit savings banks to hold stock 
therein, was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Remonstrance of James Adams and 125 others of Charlestown 
against the petition of Joseph Pratt and others, was referred to 
the Committee on Horse Railways.

Severally in concurrence.
Bills:
To amend the charter of the Clinton Company,
To incorporate the .¿Etna Mills,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, (the last 

named being a new draft of the Bill with the same title, passed 
to be engrossed by the House, January 25th,) came down, and 
were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Adjourned.

T hursday, February 4, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Wellington of Charlestown, presented the .petition of 

George A. Kettell and others,
Also of P. Hubbell and others of Charlestown,
Mr. Marshall of Lowell, the petition of Samuel D. Sargent 

and others,
Mr. Forbes of Clinton, the petition of Jacob Fisher and others,
Mr. Rockwood of Grafton, the petition of Jona. D. Wheeler 

and others,
Severally for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stock

holders in corporations.
Severally referred to the Committee on that subject.

12
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Mr. Carver of Bridgewater, the remonstrance of Charles E. 
Howard and 62 others of West Bridgewater,

Also of Joseph A. Hyde and 52 others of Bridgewater,
Mr. White of North Bridgewater, the remonstrance of 

Chandler Sprague and 165 others of North Bridgewater,
Severally against that of the Dighton and Somerset Railroad 

Company.
Mr. Wilmarth of Walpole, the petition of Truman Clarke and 

100 others of Walpole, in aid of the petition of the Somerset 
and Mansfield Railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
Mr. Newhall of Saugus, the remonstrance of Josiah Newliall 

and others of Lynnfield, against the petition of the Eastern Rail
road Company, which was referred to the same committee.

Mr. Merrill of Cambridge, the remonstrance of the city of 
Cambridge against the petition of Charles Smith and others, for 
the power to store gunpowder on Captain’s Island,

Mr. Young of Chatham, the petition of Eldredge & Stetson, 
for leave to extend their wharf in Chatham.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, the petition of John Harding and 

44 others of Andover for an organization of the State militia, 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Morrill of Salisbury, the petition of Bailey C. Brown and 
428 others of Salisbury and Amesbury, that the two towns may 
be united, which was referred to the Committee on Towns.

Mr. Marston of Barnstable, the petition of 0. A. Coombs and 
others of Marshpee, for the protection of the trout fishery in 
that district, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Fisheries.

Mr. Otis of Roxbury, the remonstrance of Augustus Bacon and 
150 others of Roxbury, against that of Joseph Pratt and others, 
which was referred to the Committee on Horse Railways.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Speaker, the petition of the city of Worcester, by the 

mayor, for an alteration of the city charter.
Mr. Winn of Burlington, the petition of Charles Hudson and 

others of Lexington, that said town may be authorized to raise 
money by taxation for aiding the Agricultural College.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Orders.
On motion of Mr. Houghton of Bolton,—
Ordered, that the Committee on Military Affairs and State 

Aid inquire into the expediency of extending the provisions of 
chapter 254, entitled an Act to provide for the payment of boun
ties and for other purposes, to those who shall enlist as a part of 
the quota of the State under the last call of the President for 
500,000 men.

On motion of Mr. Forbes of Clinton,—
Ordered, That the same Committee consider the expediency 

of an Act to enable the families of such volunteers as have been, 
or may be, transferred to the regular army, to receive State aid.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell,—
Ordered, That Col. N. G. Taylor, of Tennessee, be invited to 

deliver an address in the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
to-morrow at 11 o’clock A. M., on the condition of the suffering 
people of East Tennessee.

On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

propriety of so altering and amending the laws of settlement, 
chapter 69 of the General Statutes, as that aliens, persons not 
naturalized, may acquire settlement in like manner as to resi
dence and tax-paying, as old American citizens when from other 
States.

On motion of Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton,—
Ordered, That the same Committee consider the expediency 

of limiting the time within which proxies in all cases shall be 
valid.

Reports of Committees.
Reports were made from the Judiciary Committee as follows: 

That no legislation is required on the subjects embraced in the 
report of the Liquor Commissioner, the annual report of the 
Guardian of the Natick Indians, the statement of cases con
ducted by the Attorney-General in 1863, the report of the 
Treasurer of the Marshpee and Herring Pond Indians.

These reports were severally considered and accepted.
Mr. Reed of Abington, from the Committee on Military
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Claims, on the petition of the city of Boston, reported a resolve 
in favor of the city of Boston.

Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the same Committee, reported 
back the resolve in favor of the officers and soldiers of the com
pany of Infantry attached to the Sixth Brigade of the Massa
chusetts A olunteor Militia, recommending its passage.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Houghton of Bolton, from the Committee on Military 

Bounties and State Aid, reported inexpedient to legislate on an 
order ol January 15th (and 20th) relative to the payment of 
bounties to certain volunteers.

Mr. Marshall of Lowell, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, reported leave to withdraw on the petition of William 
Greenleaf, executor.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, from the Committee on Horse 

Railways, on the petition of E. F. Stone and others, reported a 
bill to incorporate the Newburyport and Amesbury Horse Rail- 
load Company, which was read and ordered to a second reading.

The estimate of the Secretary of the Board of Public Chari
ties, for 1861, was received and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Report inexpedient relative to making it a penal offence for 

Justices ol the 1 eace to continue to act as magistrates after the 
expiration of their commissions, was accepted.

Bill to incorporate the .Etna Mills, was read and ordered to a 
third reading.

.Bill to authorize the town of Amherst to raise fifty thousand 
dollars, was considered, but not disposed of.

Adjourned.

F biday, February 5 , 1864.
Met according to adjourment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.
A message was received from the Senate, announcing that that 

branch had non-concurred with the House in the proposition for



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1864. 93

a joint convention on Tuesday the 16th instant, for the election 
of two Directors of the Western Railroad Corporation, and had 
in its turn proposed a convention for the same purpose, on 
Thursday the 11th instant, at 2 1-2 o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Poston, the House concurred 
in the Senate’s proposition, and the Clerk was charged with a 
message to the Senate to that effect.

The thirty-first annual report of the Trustees of the Lunatic 
Hospital at Worcester, was received and referred to the Committee 
on Public Charitable Institutions, and sent up for concurrence.

The estimate of the expenses of Rainsford Island Hospital for 
1864, was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Remonstrance of Asa Howland and 70 others, stockholders 

in the Conway Bank, against the petition of said Bank, was 
referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Report of the Commissioners of the Western Railroad Loan 
Sinking Fund, was referred to the Committee on the Securities 
of the Funds of the Commonwealth.

Severally in concurrence.

Engrossed B ills:
To incorporate the Boston New Church Union,
To authorize the town of Brewster to take stock in the Cape 

Cod Central Railroad,
Relating to eligibility to military office,
Concerning the Amherst, Belchertown and Palmer Railroad 

Company,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To authorize Joseph 0. Proctor to extend his wharf in Glou

cester,
To change the name and amend the Act of incorporation of 

the 2d Baptist Society in Taunton,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate. 
Engrossed Resolve for the better accommodation of the Pay

masters of bounties to volunteers,
(Which originated in the Senate,) was passed, and sent to 

the Senate.
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Petitions.
Mr. Townsend of Bellingham, presented the petition of 

Stephen W. Richardson and others of Franklin for a change in. 
section four of chapter 79 of the Acts of 1863, relative to State 
Aid, &c.

Mr. Kneil of Westfield, the petition of the selectmen of that 
town to be repaid certain expenses incurred in enlisting Com
pany K, 10th Massachusetts, and Company F, 27th Mass.

Mr. Holden of Salem, the petition of Charles H. Manning to 
be paid for services as recruiting agent.

Mr. Foley of Boston, the petition of E. E. Watkins to be 
paid for rations furnished to recruits.

Severally referred to the Committee on Military Claims.
Mr. Kneil of Westfield, the petition of Emerson Davis and 

others of Westfield to be incorporated as the Westfield Ath
enaeum, which was referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the petition of Franklin Mor
gan of Palmer, for damages caused by the breaking away of a 
dam on the State Almshouse, at Monson, which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Heard of Ipswich, the petition of W. H. Berry and 39 
others of Lynn, for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident 
stockholders in corporations, which was referred to the com
mittee on that subject.

Mr. Brown oi Taunton, the petition of S. N. Staples and 59 
others of Taunton, in aid of the petition of Wm. R. Phillips 
and others, which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, the petition of the State Board of 
Agriculture, on the subject of Pleuro-pneumonia, which was 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Farlow of Newton,__
Oidered, dhat the Committee on Insurance consider the 

expediency of providing by law a State form of fire policy of 
insurance, to be adopted and used by all insurance companies 
and insurance agents, in this State.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
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Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges, examine 
and report whether or not the income from the Charles River 
and Warren Bridges can be increased, and the expenses 
decreased, with a view of bringing the same within the income 
of the fund provided for their support.

On motion of Mr. Little of South Danvers,—-
Ordered, That a Joint Special Committee of seven on the 

part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, be 
appointed to consider the expediency of the State purchasing 
the Western Railroad, agreeably to the provisions of its charter.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Burnham of Essex,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of increasing the fees of witnesses in all the courts 
in this State.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton from the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, on the petition of the Essex Railroad Com
pany, reported a Bill to revive an Act concerning the Essex 
Railroad Company and the Eastern Railroad Company.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
under the general order, reported a Bill in addition to an Act 
making appropriations for the maintenance of the government 
during the current year.

Also on the petition of W. S. Houghton, a Resolve on the 
petition of W. S. Houghton.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Reports:
Inexpedient, on an order relative to extending bounties to 

volunteers between the completion of the draft, and the 17th of 
October, 18G3,

Leave to withdraw, on the petition of William Greenloaf, 
executor,

Were severally accepted, and the first named sent up for 
concurrence.

Bill concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company, 
was recommitted to the Committee on Horse Railways.
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Bill to amend the charter of the Clinton Company, was read 
and ordered to a third reading.

Bill to incorporate the iEtna Mills, was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Bill to authorize the town of Amherst to raise fifty thousand 
dollars, was considered, but not disposed of.

Overseers o f Harvard College.
The subject specially assigned for consideration at 3 o’clock, 

P. M., was taken up, viz: the election of Overseers of Harvard 
College on the part of the House, and

Messrs. Stone of Waltham,
White of North Bridgewater,
Little of South Danvers,
Barker of Quincy, and 
Gaylord of New Marlboro,

were appointed a committee to receive, sort and count the votes.
Mr. Stone from the committee, afterwards reported that the 

whole number of votes for the full term, was . . 191
Necessary for a choice, . . . . .  96

and that—
David H. Mason of Newton, had . . . 173
William S. Studley of Boston, . . . .  155 
Francis Cogswell of Andover, . . . .  114
Stephen M. Weld of West Roxbury, . . 98
John G. Whittier of Amesbury, . . .  70
William A. Stearns of Amherst, . . .  65
Seth Sweetser of Worcester, . . . .  6 6

Edward Everett Hale of Boston, . . .  61
George M. Brooks of Concord, . . . .  41
George Marston of Barnstable, . . .  18
Francis E. Parker of Boston, . . . .  16
Mortimer Blake of Taunton, . . 1 2
Benj. S. Rotch of Boston, . . . . .  1 0

Others, . 9 9

Messrs. Mason, Studley, Cogswell, and Weld, were declared 
elected.

Foi the vacancy oi unexpired term, caused by the resignation 
of Mr. E. W. Clark, the committee reported the whole number 
of votes was . . . . . .  j oj
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Reuben T. Robinson of Winchester,. . . 103
T. B. Thayer of Boston, . . . . .  67
John G. Whittier of Amesbury, . . .  15
Others, . . . . . . . .  6

And Mr. Robinson was declared elected.
The committee was directed to receive, sort and count, the 

votes for one member of the Board for the full term, and Mr.
Stone afterwards reported—

The whole number of votes, . . . .  110
Necessary to a choice, . . . . . .  56

John G. Whittier of Amesbury, . . .  35
Wm. A. Stearns of Amherst, . . . .  25
Tlios. B. Thayer of Boston, . . . .  17
Seth Sweetser, of Worcester, . . . .  15
Others, . . . . . . . . 1 8

No person having the number necessary for a choice, there 
was declared to be no election.

Adjourned.

Saturday, February 6 , 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Papers from the Senate.
The report of the Receivers of Bass River Bank, was referred 

to the Committee on Banks and Banking.
The petition of W. T. Clapp and 196 others, against that of 

the Conway Bank, was referred to the same committee.
The petition of the Agricultural Branch Railroad, for power 

to cross certain highways at grade, was referred to the Com
mittee on Railways and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.

Petitions.
Mr. Preston of Danvers presented the remonstrance of Streetor 

Evans and 376 others of Salisbury, against that of Bailey C. 
Brown and others, which was referred to the Committee on 
Towns.

13
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Mr. Merrill of Cambridge, the petition of the Congregational 
Library Association, for change of name and other purposes, 
which was referred to the Committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies.

Mr. Boice of Ashficld, the remonstrance of A. W. Crafts and 
128 others of that town against the petition of the Conway 
Bank, which was referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Mr. Drury of Natick, the petition of Mary McGrath, for 
State aid, which was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Packard of Monson, the petition of E. C. Robinson and 
17 others of Monson, for the repeal of the law taxing non-resi
dent stockholders, &c., which was referred to the committee on 
that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Monroe of Roxbury,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking con

sider the expediency of increasing the tax on deposits in Savings 
Institutions.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton,—
Ordered, That the Clerk be directed to cause the journal of 

the House to be printed from time to time, for the use of the 
members.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Holton of Lowell, from the Committee on Manufactures, 

on the petition of Rufus S. Lewis and others, reported a bill to 
incorporate the Rollin IV hite Arms Company, which was read 
and ordered to a second reading.o

Mi. 1  alfiay ol Salem, from the Committee on Printing, on 
an order concerning the printing of extra copies of the Adju
tant-General s report, reported an order on that subject,

Also, that the resolve relating to an abstract of the Census, 
introduced on leave and referred to them, ought to pass.

Mr. Bradford of Braintree, from the Committee on Manu
factures, on an order of January 25, relative to fraud in the 
manufacture of paper, reported inexpedient to legislate.
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Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs on the petition of the South Cove Company, reported 
leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The first matter was the unfinished business of yesterday, 

viz : the election of one member of the Board of Overseers of 
Harvard College.

Messrs. Stone, White, Little, Barker and Gaylord, were again 
appointed a committee to receive, sort and count the votes, and 
Mr. Stone afterwards reported the

Whole number of ballots, . . . .  171
Necessary for a choice,

Seth Sweetser of Worcester, 75
Tlios. B. Thayer of Boston, . 55
John G. Whittier of Amesbury, . 26
Others, . . . . . 15

86

No person having the required number, the same committee 
was again directed to receive, sort and count the votes, and Mr.
Stone afterwards reported the 

Whole number of ballots,
Necessary for a choice,

Seth Sweetser of Worcester,
T. B. Thayer of Boston,
John G. Whittier of Amesbury, 
Others, . . . .

And Mr. Sweetser was declared elected. 
Bills:

176
89

120
38
14
4

To incorporate the Newburyport and Amesbury Horse Rail
road Company,

To revive an act concerning the Essex Railroad Company and 
the Eastern Railroad Company ;

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills :
In relation to the Congregational Society in the first precinct 

in the town of Rehoboth,
To annul the charter of the Clinton Company,
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Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the last named 
in concurrence, and the first sent up for concurrence.

Other matters in the Orders of the Day were passed over.

Death of a Member.
Mr. Smyth of Boston offei’ed the following resolutions:
Resolved, That the members of this House have received 

with deep sensibility and sincere sorrow intelligence of the 
death of one of their associates, John Dacey, late of the first 
representative district of Boston, and they do in this public 
manner place upon record this their testimonial to the excellent 
character and virtue and the fidelity to public and private trusts 
of the deceased, and they tender their unfeigned condolence to 
the bereaved family in this, their hour of trying affliction.

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for the memory 
of our deceased associate, a committee of five be appointed to 
attend his funeral.

Resolved, That these resolves be entered upon the journal of 
the House, and that a copy thereof be sent to the family of the 
deceased.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect this House do now 
adjourn.

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to, and Messrs. 
Smyth of Boston, Riley of Boston, Bradford of Braintree, Glancy 
of Boston, and Garfield of Tyringham, were appointed the com
mittee under the second resolution.

The House then
Adjourned.

Monday, Februai’y 8,1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Little of South Danvers, presented the petition of George 

Osborn and 45 others of South Danvers,
Mr. Emerson of Methuen, the petition of John Davis and 17 

others of Methuen,
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Mr. Johnson of Adams, the petition of W. E. Brayton and 40 
others of Adams,

Mr. Foster of Andover, the petition of John Aiken and others 
of Andover,

Severally for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stock
holders in corporations.

Severally referred to the committee on that subject.
Mr. Almy of New Bedford, the petition of ffm . P. Jenney 

and 36 others of Fairhaven,
Also of J. C. Bradford and 39 others of New Bedford,
Severally in aid of the petition of Prince S. Crowell and 

others, concerning the seining of menhaden.
Severally referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.
Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Waltham,—-
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider what 

further legislation is needed, if any, in relation to the fencing of 
railroads by the corporations.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Clerk of the House, in pursuance of an 

order of the 6 th inst., instructing him to cause the journal of 
the House to be printed for the use of the members, be author
ized to employ clerical assistance for that purpose.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the Committee on Railways 

and Canals, on two petitions of the Mystic River Railroad Com
pany, reported a Bill relating to the Mystic River Railroad.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the petition of the City of Worcester, reported a Bill 
concerning the City of Worcester.

Mr. Beecher of Georgetown, from the Committee on Educa
tion, to whom was referred the Bill in relation to County 
Teachers’ Associations, reported the same in a new draft.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred the Resolve in favor of the officers and 
soldiers of the company of infantry attached to the 6 th brigade
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of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, reported that the 
committee saw no reason why it should not pass.

Mr. Farlow of Newton, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Resolve in favor of the City of Boston, reported 
that it ought to pass.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill to increase 

the capital stock of the Indian Orchard Mills, which was referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures, and sent up for concur
rence.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill concerning the Massachusetts General Hospital came 

from the Senate, referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, and the House concurred in the reference.

Bill to promote the cause of temperance came from the 
Senate, referred to the Special Committee on the Liquor Law, 
and the House concurred in the reference.

Remonstrance of Joseph II. Wilder and 25 others of Shel
burne Falls, against the petition of the Conway Bank, was 
referred in concurrence to the Committee on Banks aud 
Banking.

Bills :
To regulate the oyster fishery in the town of Somerset,
To authorize the Faneuil Hall Bank to hold real estate,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Report oi the Committee on Military Claims, to whom was 

referred the report of the Auditor, concerning certain claims, 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was placed in the 
Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
In addition to an act making appropriations for the mainte

nance of the government during the current year,
To incorporate the Rollin White Arms Company ;
Resolves :
Upon the petition of W. S. Houghton,
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Relating to an abstract of the census,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
The Order for printing 8,000 copies of the Adjutant-General’s 

report, was agreed to, as follows:
• Ordered, That in addition to the number now authorized by 
law, there shall be printed 8,000 extra copies of the Adjutant- 
General’s report for the year 1863 ; that 2,200 copies of said 
additional number shall be placed at the disposal of the 
Adjutant-General, for distribution among persons employed in 
the military service of the country, and to supply calls that may 
be made at his office ; and that the remainder shall be delivered 
to the members of the legislature for distribution at their 
discretion.

Reports (inexpedient,) concerning fraud in the manufacture 
of paper, and

(Leave to withdraw) on the petition of the South Cove 
Company,

Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Bills :
To incorporate the Newburyport and Amesbury Horse Rail

road Company,
To revive an act concerning the Essex Railroad Company 

and the Eastern Railroad Company,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Holden of Salem, the Bill in addition to an 

act to incorporate the Type-Setting Machine Company, was 
taken from the table and considered.

After debate, on motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell’ the 
Bill was recommitted to the Committee on Manufactures, with 
instructions to report all the facts necessary to an understanding 
of the case.

Engrossed Bills:
To authorize the Simpson’s Patent Dry Dock Company to 

build a wharf in East Boston,
In addition to an act to incorporate the Real Estate and 

Building Company,
To change the name of the Chicopee Manufacturing Company,
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In addition to an act to incorporate the Middlesex Company, 
To authorize the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad Com

pany to issue first-class preferred stock,
Relating to the investment of the capital and funds of insur

ance companies,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To authorize the Old Colony and Newport Railway Company 

to cross certain streets in Fall River at grade,
In addition to an act to incorporate the Hyde Park Woollen 

Company,
To continue in force an act incorporating the Mechanics’ 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
To authorize Wm. H. Friend and another to build a wharf 

in Gloucester,
Concerning the returns of coroners,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolve,
In favor of Company E, Fifth Massachusetts Regiment, 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

T uesday, February 9, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Perkins of Plympton, presented the petition of the Select

men of Halifax, for reimbursement of a portion of the sum 
which it has paid as a State tax.

Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, the petition of William Leach, 
to be paid for medical services rendered to one of the Christian- 
towu Indians,

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.
Mr. Beeching of Boston, the petition of John S. D’Arcy, to be 

paid for military services.
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Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the petition of John F. Noyes, to 
be paid for military services.

Severally referred to the Committee on Military Claims.
Mr. Borden of Fall River, the petition of S. A. Dean and 

others, and
Nathan Durfee and others,
Severally for an amendment of the charter of the Bristol 

County Central Agricultural Society.
Severally referred to the Committee on Agriculture.
Mr. Allen of South Reading, the petition of the Selectmen of 

South Reading against that of the Eastern Railroad Company, 
concerning the South Reading Branch Railroad, which was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Gates of Groton, the petition of E. A. Blood and 59 others 
of Pepperell, for a law organizing the militia, which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the petition of Sylvester Bowen 
of Ware, for a law prohibiting the posting of handbills within 
the limits of highways and bridges, which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Sturtevaut of Springfield, the petition of P. P. Wilcox 
and 5 others, for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident 
stockholders in corporations, which was referred to the com
mittee on that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, the petition of Edward Dickinson and 

446 others, legal voters and tax-payers, also, of Miss Nancy 
Wait and 8  others, and Mrs. E. P. Hannum and 26 others, tax- 
papers, all of Amherst, severally in favor of the.passage of the 
Bill to authorize the town of Amherst to raise $50,000.

Severally laid upon the table.
Mr. Allen of South Reading, the petition of the Selectmen of 

South Reading, in behalf of that town, for a law allowing them 
to pay certain bounties, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Allen of South Reading,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals inquire 

and report whether the Eastern Railroad Company have, in 
14
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good faith, according to the terms of contract made with the 
stockholders of the South Reading Branch Railroad Company, 
and sanctioned by an Act of the legislature in 1852, executed 
their agreement, and if not, whether any, and what, further 
legislation is required to secure said stockholders in their 
rights.

Sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, from the Committee on Railways 

and Canals, on the petition of the Eastern Railroad Company, 
reported a Bill to unite the Eastern Railroad Company and the 
Eastern Railroad in New Hampshire, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, to 
whom was referred the Bill concerning the New England 
Mutual Marine Insurance Company in Boston, reported that it 
ought to pass.

Mr. Borden of Fall River, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was recommitted the Order relative to excluding chil
dren under five years of age, from the public schools, reported 
inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Tyler of Boston from the Committee on Insurance, on the 

petition of James Swett and others of Wellfleet, reported leave 
to withdraw, for want of legal notice.

On motion of Mr. Wiley of Wellfleet, the petition was recom
mitted to the committee with instructions to hear the parties.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of A. E. Daniels and others, to revive an Act of 

incorporation for the Franklin Cemetery, was referred in con
currence to the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies.

Petition of the Selectmen of Milford, to be repaid certain 
military expenses incurred in 1861—62, was referred in con
currence to the Committee on Military Claims.

Ordered, in concurrence, that the Committee on Education 
consider the expediency of amending chapter 212 of the Acts 
of 1862.
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A Member Qualified.
Mr. Harrison Ritchie, member elect of the House, from the 

6 th district in the county of Suffolk, appeared, was qualified, 
and took his seat.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
Relating to the Mystic River Railroad,
Concerning the City of Worcester,
To authorize the Faneuil Hall Bank to hold real estate,
To regulate the oyster fishery in the town of Somerset.
Resolves:
In favor of the City of Boston,
In favor of the officers and soldiers of the company of 

infantry attached to the Sixth Brigade of Massachusetts Volun
teer Militia,

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Report of the Committee on Military Claims on certain 

claims reported by the Auditor, was accepted in concurrence.
Resolves:
Upon the petition of W. S. Houghton,
Relating to an abstract of the census ;
Bills:
In addition to an Act making appropriations for the mainte

nance of the government during the current year,
To incorporate the Rollin White Arms Company,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
Bill to authorize the town of Amherst to raise $50,000, was 

considered, and the question being on ordering it to a third 
reading, on motion of Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, the yeas 
and nays were ordered, and the roll being called, there were 
seventy-nine yeas and ninety-one nays, and the bill was rejected. 
(See Appendix, No. 1.)

Bill in relation to County Teachers’ Associations, was consid
ered, but not disposed of.

Adjourned.
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W ednesday, February 10, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Beecher of Georgetown, a 

member of the House.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the House reconsid

ered the vote by which it yesterday passed to be engrossed, the 
Resolve relating to an abstract of the census, and on motion of 
Mr. Tyler of Boston, the Resolve was recommitted to the 
Committee on Printing.

Petitions.
Mr. Partridge of Lowell, presented the remonstrance of James 

Lee, Jr., and 109 others of Charlestown, against the petition of 
Joseph Pratt and others, which was referred to the Committee 
on Horse Railways.

Mr. Gilbert of New Bedford, the petition of J. I). Thompson 
and others for an amendment of the charter of the Bristol 
County Central Agricultural Society, which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Sturtevant of Springfield, the petition of the City of 
Springfield by the Mayor, for authority to expend a sum not 
exceeding $1 0 0 ,0 0 0 , for the introduction of water into the city, 
which was referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Smith of Gloucester, the petition of James Davis, Justice 

of the Police Court in that town, for an increase of salary.
Mr. Foster of North Reading, the petition of Tristram Little

field and others of Reading, that cities and towns may be 
allowed to offer bounties to promote enlistments.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges consider 

the expediency of providing for the appointment of an agent 
to have charge of Charles River and Warren bridges.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Waltham,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

what further legislation, if any, is necessary, in relation to the
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subject matter of section 6 , of chapter 30, of the General 
Statutes.

On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River,—
Ordered, That the Committee on County Estimates, before 

reporting on such estimates, consider the propriety of making, 
or causing to be made, a thorough examination of the accounts 
of the county treasurer for the county of Bristol, for the past 
financial year, and to this end, said treasurer be required to 
furnish a full and succinct statement of all receipts and expen
ditures of said county, so arranged that the sources of receipts, 
and purposes of payment, and to whom made, shall be apparent.

Special Committees.
Mr. Brown of Taunton, on leave, introduced a Bill to amend 

chapter 252 of the Acts of the year 1863, which was read and 
referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Brown of 
Taunton, Stone of Waltham, Copeland of Malden, Riley of 
Boston, and Stratton of Leominster, with such as the Senate may 
join.

Sent up for concurrence.
Messrs. Stone of Charlestown, Hopkins of Northampton, 

Wentworth of Lowell, Ranney of Boston, Little of S. Danvers, 
Newton of Southboro’, and Kimball of Boxford, were joined to 
the Senate Committee, (consisting of Messrs. Stoddard, Clark 
and Loud,) under the order of Feb. 4th, concerning the pur
chase of the Western Railroad, by the State.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on an Order of Feb. 2, reported a Bill concerning the 
observance of the Lord’s Day.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
under the general order, reported a bill making appropriations 
from the income of the several funds therein mentioned, and 
for other purposes.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petition of the town of Waltham, reported a 
resolve in favor of the town of Waltham.
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Mr. Wilder of Hingliam, from the Committee on Claims, on 
the petition of Rebecca Davis, reported a resolve in favor of the 
guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians, for the benefit of 
Rebecca Davis.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Marston of Barnstable, from the Committee on Prisons, 

on the petition of E. 0. Nichols and others,
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petition of Joshua T. Simpson,
Severally reported leave to withdraw.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on the petition of the mayor of Charlestown for confirma
tion of the act of the city in laying out a street over land of the 
State, reported, asking to be discharged from its further con
sideration, and recommending that it be referred to the Com
mittee on Prisons.

The report was accepted, and the petition referred accordingly, 
and sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Remonstrance of Oliver P. Edgarton and 78 others of Deer

field against the petition of the Conway Bank, was referred in 
concurrence to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Resolves in relation to national affairs, introduced on leave in 
the Senate by Mr. Pitman, and Resolves in relation to national 
affairs, introduced on leave in the Senate by Mr. Carter, were 
severally referred in concurrence to the Committee on Federal 
Relations.

Ordered, In concurrence, that so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to the care of Inebriates, be referred to a 
special joint committee, consisting of Messrs. Sanford, Dudley 
and Williams of the Senate, and Messrs. Bisbee of Worthing
ton, Studley of Abington, Rockwood of Grafton, Carter of 
Wilmington, Perkins of Plympton, Stever of Palmer, and 
Magoun of Marshfield, of the House.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges examine and report the condition of the Mill Dam, and 
the roads and bridges connected therewith ; also to inquire 
whether any, and what, further legislation is necessary to enable
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the several cities and towns within which said roads are situated, 
to lay out and accept the same as town ways; also to inquire 
whether the Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation or their 
assigns claim any strips of land lying upon said roads which 
were originally taken by deed or otherwise for the purpose of 
said roads, but were not ceded by said corporation to the Com
monwealth, and if so, whether any legislation is necessary to 
enable the abutters on such strips to regain possession thereof, 
so as to have access to said roads ; whether said roads are now 
constructed, or can be constructed without taking more land of 
the full width stipulated in the indenture made between the 
Commonwealth and said corporation, dated December 30,1854 ; 
also whether the public good requires that said mill dam and 
roads be now made free from all toll forever, as agreed in said 
indenture, and if so, upon what equitable terms the same should 
be done ; what legislation is necessary to enable persons injured 
by defects in said roads to obtain compensation therefor from 
the Commonwealth in case the tolls thereon shall be continued.

Bills:
To incorporate the Washburn Iron Company,
To continue in force an act to incorporate the Howard Fire 

Insurance Company,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
In relation to County Teachers’ Associations,
Concerning the New England Mutual Marine Insurance 

Company in Boston,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills:
Relating to the Mystic River Railroad,
Concerning the city of Worcester,
To regulate the oyster fishery in the town of Somerset;
Resolves:
In favor of the officers and soldiers of the company of 

Infantry attached to the Sixth Brigade of the Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia,
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In favor of the city of Boston ;
Bill:
To authorize the Fancuil Hall Bank to hold real estate,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 

concurrence, except the third and the last named, which were 
in concurrence.

Bill to unite the Eastern Railroad Company with the Eastern 
Railroad in New Hampshire, was read and laid on the table.

Report, inexpedient on an order relative to excluding children 
under five years of age from the public schools, was ’accepted 
and sent up for concurrence.

Adjourned.

T hursday, February 11,1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton presented the remonstrance of 

the selectmen of Stoughton and 221 others, and of
Darius Littlefield and 124 others,
All legal voters of Stoughton, against the petition of the 

selectmen of Sharon and others, for an alteration of the boun
dary line between said towns.

Severally referred to the Committee on Towns.
Mr. Smyth of Boston the petition of Mary A. Gauntlett for 

State aid, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Bounties and State Aid.

Mr. Stebbins of Deerfield, the petition of James M. Crafts and 
60 others of W hately, against the petition of the Conway Bank, 
which was referred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Waters of Sutton, the petition of C. L. Chapin, and 14 

others, legal voters of Warren, for a change in the law pertain
ing to the citation of parties interested in cases to be heard in 
the Probate Courts, which was referred to the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery.
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Mr. Taft of Dedham, the petition of John W. Thomas for a 
modification of the law relating to criminal sentences, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The estimate of the expenses of the State Reform School at 
Westboro’ for 1864, was presented by Mr. Spooner of Boston, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Bartlett of Brookline,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges consider 

the expediency of collecting tolls on the arsenal bridge belong
ing to the Commonwealth, between Brighton and Watertown.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance, consider the 

expediency of repealing chapter 239 of the Acts of 1863 enti
tled an Act relating to an annual abstract of public documents 
and reports.

On motion of Mr. Lane of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the expe

diency of amending chapter 135 of the Acts of 1862, concern
ing railroad returns and reports.

On motion of Mr. Marshall of Lowell,—■
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing that whenever the Justices of the 
Supreme Court shall be equally divided in their opinions upon 
the correctness of exceptions taken at the trial of any cause, 
the party taking such exceptions shall be entitled to a new trial 
or re-hearing of such exceptions before the full court: provided,, 
he shall file a petition requesting a new trial or re-hearing 
within 2 0  days after a rescript from said court, certifying such 
division of opinion, shall have been sent to the clerk of the 
court in the county where the former trial was held, notwith
standing judgment may have been entered up before the expi
ration of said twenty days.

On motion of Mr. Forbes of Clinton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any legislation is necessary in order that cities and 
towns may recover from the State expenses paid on account of 

15
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minor alien paupers committed to the State Industrial School 
for Girls and to the State Reform School.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery, con

sider what, if any, legislation is necessary for the further pro
tection or descent of the property of persons under guardian
ship, who may marry without the consent of their guardians.

On motion of Mr. Smyth of Boston,—-
Ordered, That the Speaker be directed to issue his precept 

for the election of a Representative from the 1st Suffolk District 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of the late John Dacey.

On motion of Mr. Farlow of Newton,—
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Commonwealth be 

directed to communicate to the legislature, all the facts within 
his knowledge, connected with the loan of the credit of the State 
to the Eastern Railroad, the amount of scrip issued in behalf 
of said road, the dates of the maturity of interest coupons 
thereof, and of the principal of said scrip ; what amount of 
interest thereon has been paid, and at what expense to the Com
monwealth, and whether said road has in compliance with section 
3, chap. 190 of the Acts of 1837, “ indemnified and saved the 
Commonwealth from all liability on account of said scrip.”

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

under the general order, reported a Bill in addition to an Act 
making appropriations for the maintenance of the government 
during the current year.

Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs, on the petition oi the Milton Gas Light Company, 
reported a Bill concerning the Milton Gas Light Company and 
the Dorchester Gas Light Company.

Mr. Sturtevant oi Springfield, from the Committee on Manu
factures, on the petition oi the Merchants’ Woollen Company, a 
Bill to increase the capital stock of the Merchants’ Woollen 
Company.

Mr. Underwood oi Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, 
on the petition of Stedman Hartwell and others, a Bill to set 
oil a part ot the town of Needham, and annex the same to the 
town of Natick.
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Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the Committee on Finance 

reported that the Resolve in favor ot the town of M altham, 
ought to pass.

Mr. Otis of Roxbury, from the Committee on Education, on 
an order relative to authorizing the Board of Education to direct 
the kinds of books to be used in the common schools, reported 
inexpedient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Introduced on leave.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, on leave, introduced Resolves con

cerning the people of East Tennessee, which were referred to a 
Special Committee of the House, consisting of Messrs. Went
worth of Lowell, Kimball of Boston, Hopkins of Northampton, 
Monroe of Roxbury, Morse of Weston, Goodman of Dana, and 
Boyce of Ashfield.

Paper from' the Senate.
Bill to authorize the Commissioners of the County of Ply

mouth to purchase, sell or lease certain common and undivided 
lands in the town of Hull, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down, and was read and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
Concerning the observance of the Lord’s Day,
Making appropriations from the income of the several funds 

therein mentioned, and for other purposes,
To continue in force an act to incorporate the Howard Fire 

Insurance Company,
To incorporate the Washburn Iron Company,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports leave to withdraw, on the several petitions of 
E. 0. Nichols and others,
Joshua T, Simpson,
Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Bills:
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In relation to County Teachers’ Associations,
Concerning the New England Mutual Marine Insurance 

Company in Boston,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.

Western Railroad Corporation.
At half-past two o’clock, the hour appointed for a Convention 

for the purpose of electing two directors of the W estern Rail
road Corporation, the Senate came in, and the two branches 
being in convention, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Heywood 
and Whitney of the Senate, and Messrs. Gilbert of New Bedford, 
Stevens of Randolph, Brown of Worcester, Comstock of Black- 
stone, and Weston of Duxbury, of the House, were appointed 
to receive, sort and count the votes. And Mr. Heywood after
wards reported the whole number of votes to be . . 247
Necessary for a choice, . . . . . .  124
and that

William Pollock of Pittsfield, had . . . .  218
E. C. Sherman of Plymouth, . . . . .  187
William H. Little of South Danvers, . . .  50
Phineas J. Stone of Charlestown, . . . .  28
Others, 9
Messrs. Pollock and Sherman were declared elected and the 

convention was dissolved.

Engrossed B ills:
In relation to the Congregational Society in the First Precinct 

in the town of Rehobotli, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) was passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

Death of a Member.
Mr. Sawin of Fairhaven, offered the following Resolves:
Resolved, That the members of this House have received 

with profound sorrow, intelligence of the death of one of their 
associates, Abner Harlow, late of the Eighth Representative 
District of the county of Plymouth ; and in this public manner 
they place upon record their testimonial to the pure and exalted 
Christian character of the deceased, to his fidelity in all cases of 
public and private trusts; and they tender their sincere condo-
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lence to the bereaved family in this hour of their deep trial and 
affliction.

Resolved, As a further mark of respect for the memory of 
our deceased associate, that a committee of seven be appointed 
to attend his funeral.

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the journal 
of this House, and that a copy thereof be sent to the family of 
the deceased.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect the House do now 
adjourn.

The resolves were unanimously adopted, and Messrs. Sawin 
of Fairliaven, Brownell of New Bedford, Howe of Lowell, Grant 
of Beverly, Chapin of Ware, Washburn of Acushnet, and Gibbs 
of Wareham, were appointed the committee to attend the 
funeral.

In accordance with the fourth resolve the House immediately
Adjourned.

F riday, February 12, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
A message was received from the Senate announcing that 

that branch had made choice of Francis Cogswell of Andover, 
George M. Brooks of Concord, and Thomas B. Thayer of 
Boston, as members of the Board of Overseers of Harvard 
College, the first named in concurrence with the House, and the 
second and third in non-concurrence.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth sent in the County Esti
mates for 1864, which were referred to the Committee on 
County Estimates.

Petitions.
Mr. Stevens of Newburyport presented the remonstrance of 

Chas. H. Currier and 110 others of Newburyport, against the 
petition of the Eastern Railroad Company for another bridge 
across Merrimack River.
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Mr. Sturtevant of Springfield, the petition of the Springfield 
and Farmington Valley Railroad Company for extension of 
time to build their railroad.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
Mr. Ranney of Boston, the petition of Robert Wharton and 

163 others in aid of the petition of Joseph l ratt and others, 
which was referred to the Committee on Horse Railways.

Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, the petition of the selectmen 
of Hanover, to be paid money paid for uniforms, Ac., which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Claims.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, the petition of the Agawam Bridge 
Company for extension of time in which 1 0  complete their 
bridge, which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, the remonstrance of G. D. Cooper 
and 100 others of Charlestown against the petition of Joseph 
Pratt and others, which was referred to the Committee on Horse 
Railways.

Mr. Smith of Nantucket, the remonstrance of the town of 
Nantucket against the repeal of the law prohibiting the seining 
of menhaden, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Converse of Woburn, the petition of Bowen Buckman 

and 105 others of Woburn for an Act giving cities and towns 
leave to raise money to pay volunteer soldiers.

Mr. Cook of Milford, the petition of Zibeon C. Field and 
others for the establishment of a police court in that town.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Underwood of Dennis,—-
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture consider 

whether any legislation is necessary to encourage the manufac
ture or production of fertilizers.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Young of Chatham,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of so amending chapter 38, section 17, of the Gen-
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eral Statutes, that it will set forth more clearly what constitutes 
a vacancy in school committees.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on the petition of the mayor of Charlestown, reported a 
Rill concerning the city of Charlestown, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, reported 
that the Senate Bill to authorize the commissioners of the 
county of Plymouth to purchase, sell or lease certain common 
and undivided lands in the town of Hull, ought to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the special committee to 
whom was referred the Resolves in aid of the people of East 
Tennessee, reported them back with a new title, viz: Resolves 
enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain the war 
therein ; also with an amendment in the second resolve.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee of Military 
Claims, on the petition of John F. Noyes, reported leave to 
withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Llorse 

Railways on the petition of the Cliftondale Railroad Company, 
reported leave to withdraw for want of legal notice.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the report was recom
mitted with instructions to hear the parties.

Mr. Ide of Mansfield, from the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies, on the petition of A. E. Daniels and others, 
reported leave to withdraw.

On motion of Mr. Prime of Salem, the report was recom
mitted, with instructions to hear the parties.

Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, on the petition of the Association of Banks for the 
Suppression of Counterfeiting, reported a Resolve granting aid 
for the suppression of counterfeiting bank bills and coin, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Clark of Framingham, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, reported that no legislation is necessary concerning 
the report of the receivers of the Bass River Bank.
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The report was considered and accepted, and sent up for con
currence.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of Marcus Ames and wife for State aid, was referred 

to the Committee on Military Bounties and State Aid.
Petition of the selectmen and assessors of Mattapoisett, for a 

reduction of the valuation of said town, was referred to the 
committee to 'which was referred that part of the Governor’s 
Message which relates to amendments of the valuation act.

Severally in concurrence.
Ordered, In concurrence, that the clerk of the Senate give 

notice to Messrs. William Pollock of Pittsfield, and E. C. Sher
man of Plymouth, that they have been duly elected directors 
on the part of the State, of the Western Railroad Corporation, 
for the term of two years.

Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of Josiah Dunham and 
others, accepted in the Senate, came down, and was placed in 
the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Bills:
Relating to the service of criminal process in the town of 

H u ll;
To establish the police court of the town of Milford;
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up,
Bills:
Concerning the Milton Gas Light Company and the Dor

chester Gas Light Company,
In addition to an act making appropriations for the main

tenance of the government during the current year ;
Resolve:
In favor of the town of Waltham,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Report, (inexpedient,) on the order relative to authorizing the
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Board of Education to direct the kinds of books to be used in 
the common schools, was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Bills:
Concerning the observance of the Lord’s Day,
Making appropriations from the income of the several funds 

therein mentioned, and for other purposes,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bills:
To continue in force an act to incorporate the Howard Fire 

Insurance Company,
To incorporate the Washburn Iron Company ;
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in con

currence.
Bill to increase the capital stock of the Merchants’ Woollen 

Company, was read and recommitted to the Committee on Man
ufactures.

Bill to set off a part of the town of Needham and annex the 
same to the town of Natick, was read and amended, but with
out taking any question, the House

Adjourned.

Saturday, February 13, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offex-ed by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Sawin of Fairhaven presented the petition of the Boston 

and Fairhaven Iron Works for permission to lay a railway track 
from their works, to connect with the Fairhaven Railroad, 
which was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Underwood of Dennis, the petition of Seth Crowell and 
others, for a law requiring cranberries to be sold by weight, 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Marston of Barnstable,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Bounties and 

State Aid make inquiry into the subject of paying State boun- 1«
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ties to the Soldiers at Readvillo, to ascertain if some further 
legislation is not necessary in relation thereto.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the expe

diency of providing for an addition to the Union Fund estab
lished by chapter 216 of the Acts of 1861.

On motion of Mr. Burgess of Falmouth,—
Ordered, That Tuesday next, February 16th, at 2-J- o’clock, 

P. M., be specially assigned for the choice of two Overseers of 
Harvard College, on the part of the House.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee to whom was 

referred the Bill introduced on leave by Mr. Brown of Taunton 
to amend chapter 252 of the Acts of 1863, reported a Bill to 
amend chapters 91 and 252 of the Acts of 1863 which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Brown of Taunton gave notice that he should move to 
amend the bill by the adoption of a substitute, which he sent to 
the Chair, and which was ordered to be printed.

Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on an order of February 3d, relative to the election 
of assessors, reported inexpedient to legislate ; and the report 
was placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.

Mr. Roney of Lynn, from the Committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies, to whom was recommitted the petition of 
L. 1 . Bait and others, reported, asking to be discharged from 
its fuithei consideration and recommending that it be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The leport was accepted, and so much thereof as discharges 
the committee was sent up for concurrence, and the petition 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Introduced on leave.
Mr. Harris of Spring-field, on leave, introduced a Bill reviving 

the charter of the Springfield and Longmeadow Railroad Com
pany, which was read and referred to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, and sent up for concurrence.
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Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
In further addition to an Act in aid of the families of Vol

unteers,
In addition to an Act to provide for the payment of bounties 

to volunteers and for other purposes,
To increase the capital stock of the City Fire Insurance Com

pany, and to extend its charter, (being a new draft of the Bill 
with the same title passed to be engrossed in the House,)

To incorporate the North Adams Gas Light Company,
Concerning the Massachusetts General Hospital,
Relating to race-grounds and trotting parks,
Severally passed to he engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, except 
the last named which was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Reports, leave to withdraw on the several petitions of Henry 
A. Harding, and

The trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in Hull,
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were sever

ally placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.
Petition of William Walsh for relief for injuries sustained by 

suits in his absence while in the service of his country, was 
referred in concurrence to the Committee on Claims.

Remonstrance of Dexter Drake and 34 others, against the 
petition of the Conway Bank was referred to the Committee on 
Banks and Banking in concurrence.

Resolve in favor of certain officers and soldiers of the volun
teer militia, introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and 
was referred in concurrence to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, inquire into the expediency of altering or amending the 
132d section of the 63d chapter of the General Statutes, so that 
railroad corporations which have leased their roads for a term 
of years shall be exempted from making the returns therein 
required during the continuance of their said leases.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
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Bill to set off a part of the town of Needham, and annex the 
same to the town of Natick, was rejected.

Bills:
To authorize the Commissioners of the County of Plymouth 

to purchase, sell or lease certain common and undivided lands 
in the town of Hull,

Concerning the City of Charlestown,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain 

the War therein, were read, and amended in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Special Committee which reported 
them, and on motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, were 
postponed and specially assigned for consideration on Wednes
day, February 17, at 2 1-2 o’clock, P. M.

Reports :
Leave to withdraw on the several petitions of
John F. Noyes, and
Josiah Dunham and others,
Were severally accepted, the last named in concurrence, and 

the first named sent up for concurrence.
Bills:
In addition to an Act making appropriations for the mainte

nance of the Government during the current year,
Concerning the Milton Gas Light Company, and the Dorches

ter Gas Light Company ;
Resolve:
In favor of the town of Waltham,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.

Engrossed B ills:
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Lancaster Mills,
In relation to the Mutual Protection Fire Insurance Company, 
To authorize Amos A. Story to extend his wharf in Gloucester, 
To authorize James II. Tripp and others to extend their wharf 

in Chatham,
Concerning the Dorchester and Roxbury Railroad Company, 
To increase the capital stock of the Charlestown Gas Com

pany,
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To confirm certain acts done by James Rice as a Justice of 
the Peace,

To incorporate the iEtna Mills,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 

were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves :
In favor of Wm. R. Black and Simeon G. Blaudin,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Providing a set of weights, measures, and balances for the 

town of Mattapoisett,
Relating to the Museum of Comparative Zoology,
In favor of the guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians for 

the benefit of Charlotte E. Myers,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 

were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

Monday, February 15, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Rice of Newton presented the petition of C. C. Hutchinson 

and 42 others of Brighton,
Mr. Gibbs, of Wareham, the petition of Benjamin Fearing 

and others of Wareham,
Severally for the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stock

holders in corporations.
Severally referred to the Committee on that subject.
Mr. Kempton of New Bedford, the petition of F. L. Porter

and 540 others, against that of Prince S. Crowell, and others,
relative to the seining of fish in Acushnet River, which was
referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

♦

Mr. Little of South Danvers, the petition of the Foster Mill 
owners, against that of the city of Salem, for leave to take water 
from the sources of Tapley’s Brook, which was referred to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs.
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Mr. Tyler of Boston, the petition of Stephen Smith and 208 
others, in favor of the Citizens’ Horse Railroad, which was 
referred to the Committee on Horse Railways.

Mr. Morrill of Salisbury, the remonstrance of Robert Fowler 
and 102 others, of Salisbury and Amesbury, against the petition 
of the Eastern Railroad, for building another bridge across 
Merrimack River, which was referred to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals.

Mr. Gilbert of New Bedford, the petition of that city, by the 
Mayor, to be repaid expenses incurred in calling out a military 
force in July last, for the maintenance of the peace, which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Waters of Sutton, the petition of Paris Tourtellot and 

others, of Sutton, for a modification of the law pertaining to the 
citation of parties in the Probate Court, which was referred to 
the Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Whitney of Winchendon,—
Ordered, That the Auditor be directed to Report to the 

House a schedule of the expenditures made by the “ Association 
of Banks for the Suppression of Counterfeiting,” in this Com
monwealth, to enable them to receive the amount authorized by 
chapter 23 of the Resolves of 1863.

On motion of Mr. Woodcock, of Leicester,—
Ordered, i hat the Secretary of the Commonwealth report to 

the House the number and names of the State beneficiaries now 
in the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-minded Youth, 
giving the length ol time of support of each, also the average 
number for the last three years.

On motion of Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury,—
0/ dei ed, I hat the Treasurer of the Commonwealth report to 

the House whether all the railroad corporations have complied 
with the requirements of chapter 135 of the Acts of 1862, in 
relation to payment towards the expense of printing their 
reports.

On motion of Mr. Ranney of Boston,_
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery con-



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 127

sider whether any further legislation is necessary concerning 
the adoption of children.

On motion of Mr. Forbes of Clinton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance report upon the 

expediency of amending the Resolve concerning idiotic chil
dren, contained in chapter 44 of the Resolves of 1851.

On motion of Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the expe

diency of modifying or repealing section 40 of chapter 71 of the 
General Statutes.

The abstract of returns relating to the poor, and to indigent 
children, was received from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institu
tions, and sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. White of North Bridgewater, from the Committee on 

Roads and Bridges, on the petition of Granville C. Carlton, 
reported a Bill to authorize Granville C. Carlton to build a 
bridge over Back River, in the town of Salisbury.

Mr. Davis of Milford, from the Committee on Prisons, on an 
order of January 12th, reported a Bill concerning the House of 
Reformation in the city of Boston.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that Senate Bill relating to the service of crimi
nal process in the town of Hull, ought to pass..

Placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers from^ the Senate.
Bills :
To incorporate the proprietors of the Congregational Church 

in Grafton,
To authorize the first Parish in Dorchester to sell real estate ;
Resolves:
In favor of the Roxbury Reserve Guard,
In favor of the Roxbury Horse Guard,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and the two first named were read and ordered to a second
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reading, and the others read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to amend chapters 91 and 252 of the Acts of 1863, was 

read and amended by the adoption of the Substitute Bill offered 
by Mr. Brown of Taunton, which was ordered to a third reading. 

Bills :
In further addition to an act in aid of the families of 

volunteers;
In .addition to an act to provide for the payment of bounties 

to volunteers, and for other purposes,
Concerning the Massachusetts General Hospital,
To incorporate the North Adams Gas Light Company,
To increase the capital stock of the City Fire Insurance 

Company, and to extend its charter,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports, leave to withdraw on the petitions of 
Henry A. Harding, and
The trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church in H ull; and 
Inexpedient, relative to the elections of assessors of cities and 

towns,
Were severally accepted, the first and second in concurrence. 
Bills:
Concerning the city of Charlestown,
To authorize the commissioners of the county of Plymouth 

to purchase, sell or lease certain common and undivided lands 
in the town of H u ll; were severally read and passed to be 
engrossed, the last named in concurrence, and the first named 
sent up for concurrence.

Engrossed Bills:
To annul the charter of the Clinton Company,
To continue in force the act to incorporate the Howard 

Fire Insurance Company,
To authorize the Faneuil Hall Bank to hold real estate,
To regulate the oyster fishery in the town of Somerset, 
(Which severally originated in the Senate,) were severally 

passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.
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Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of the guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians, 

for the benefit, severally of 
Sally Burr of Cambridge,
Sally Burr of Boston, and her son James Burr,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

T uesday, February 16, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Morrill of Salisbury presented the petition of A. L. 

Bailey of Amesbury, for leave to extend his wharf,
Also of William Swett and 15 others of Amesbury, in aid of 

the same.
Mr. Holton of Lowell, the petition of William B. May and 

others, to be incorporated as the Metropolitan Telegraph 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, the petition of Wm. H. Boss and 198 

others, soldiers, for an Act giving additional bounty to those 
who enlisted between March and October 17th, 1863, which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Bounties and State Aid.

Mr. Brownell of Westport, the petition of Caleb Macomber 
and others of Westport, for a more stringent law to prevent 
sportsmen from entering upon the premises of others and 
destroying certain birds and animals ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Stratton of Leominster, the petition of Ward M. Cotton 
and others, officers of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Association 
of Leominster, for legislation against the cattle disease, which 
was referred to the same committee.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, the petition of F. D. Huntington and 
others, committee, in aid of the Discharged Soldiers’ Home, 

17
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which was referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Insti
tutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, the petitions of George A. Packard 

and 46 others, of North Bridgewater,
Richard A. Leonard and 28 others of Raynham,
Barton White and 22 others of Taunton ;
Mr. Brown of Taunton, the petition of Nahum Packard and 

15 others of West Bridgewater ;
Severally in aid of the petition of the Dighton and Somerset 

Railroad - Company.
Severally laid upon the table.

Orders
On motion of Mr. Loomis of West Springfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges, examine 

the triennial returns of the proprietors of the Springfield Bridge, 
and consider the expediency of regulating tolls receivable at 
said bridge, as provided by the act of incorporation.

"On motion of Mr. Powers of Somerville,'—- 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Bounties and State 

Aid, consider whether any further legislation is necessary to 
prevent State aid being paid to families of absentees from the 
army by desertion or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the State House consider 

the expediency of alterations within the State House, for the 
purpose of securing additional accommodations for committees 
and departments, and for that purpose have authority to employ 
professional assistance.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Waters of Sutton,—
Ordered, That the use of this Hall be tendered to Mrs. J. R. 

Van Benthuysen, for the purpose of a lecture to be delivered on 
Thursday morning at 11 o’clock, in relation to fugitives from 
the territory of the rebellion.

On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,__
Ordered, That the use of this Hall be granted to the New 

England Educational Commission for Preedmen, on Tuesday 
evening, February 23d, for a public meeting.
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On motion of Mr. Harris of Spring-field,—
Ordered, That the Insurance Commissioners inquire and 

report what progress has been made by the receivers or com
missioners of the several mutual insurance companies, now in 
process of liquidation, in collecting assessments upon the notes 
of policy-holders, and whether persons having claims against 
the several companies, are likely to receive any substantial relief 
therefrom. Said Commissioners are authorized for this purpose, 
to send for persons and papers.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, on leave, introduced a Bill 

relating to officers’ fees in civil cases, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on 

the petition of the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Com
pany, reported a Bill to authorize the Massachusetts Mutual 
Life Insurance Company to increase its investments in real 
estate.

Also, on an order of January 22d, a Bill relating to assess
ments of Mutual Fire Insurance Companies.

Mr. Sturtevant of Springfield, from the Committee on Manu
factures, to whom was recommitted the Bill to increase the 
capital of the Merchants’ Woollen Company, reported it in a 
new draft.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, on 
an order of February 11th, reported a Bill to amend an Act 
concerning railroad returns and reports.

Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the petitions of Bowen Buckman and others, Tristram Lit
tlefield and others, and on an order of February 3d, reported a 
Bill to authorize towns and cities to raise money for recruiting 
purposes, and to advance bounties to volunteers,

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred the Resolve in favor of the guardian of the 
Punkapoag tribe of Indians, for the benefit of Rebecca Davis, 
reported it back to the House.
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Mr. Holton of Lowell, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
to whom was referred the Bill to increase the capital stock of 
the Indian Orchard Mills, reported that it ought to pass.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence from the Committee on the Judi
ciary to whom was referred the Senate Bill relating to race- 
grounds and trotting parks, reported that it ought to pass.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred Senate Resolves,

In favor of the Roxbury Horse Guards, and
In favor of the Roxbury Reserve Guard,
Reported them back to the House.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on 

an order of January 29th, relative to restricting Mutual Fire 
Insurance Companies in the transaction of their business to 
certain limits ;

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, on an order of January 18tli, relative to trespass on real 
estate ;

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary on an order of January 22d, relative to protest and notice 
on bills of exchange, &c. ;

Severally reported inexpedient to legislate.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on the petition of John W. Thomas ;
Mr. \V lute of North Bridgewater from the Committee on 

Roads and Bridges, on the petition of Sylvester Bowen ;
Severally reported leave to withdraw.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. \\ hitney ot Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims 

on the petition of the treasurer of the Commonwealth, reported 
a Resolve in favor ol certain agents of foreign life insurance 
companies, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill to cede juiisdiction to the United States over Long Point 

in Provincetown Harbor, introduced on leave in the Senate, 
came down, and was referred in concurrence to the Committee 
on Military Affairs.

Bills:
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In addition to an act to incorporate the Dighton and Somerset 
Railroad Company,

To incorporate the Mansfield and Somerset Railroad Company,
To confirm certain acts done by William H. Wood, as Jus

tice of the Peace,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and the first and second named were read and ordered to a 
second reading, and the third named was read and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Repoi’t (inexpedient,) on an order relative to a repeal of the 
law providing for the appointment of a commissioner to pur
chase and sell liquors, accepted in the Senate, came down and 
was placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Overseers o f Harvard College.
At half-past two o’clock, the hour specially assigned for the 

election of two members of the Board of Overseers of Harvard 
College, that subject was called up, and

Messrs. Stimson of Boston, Allen of East Bridgewater, Goodeil 
of Dudley, Pope of Sandwich, and Story of Rockport, were 
appointed a committee to receive, sort and count the votes.

Afterwards, Mr. Stimson from the committee, reported that
the whole number of ballots was . . . .  198

Necessary for a choice, . . . . .  97
and that—

William S. Studley of Boston, had . . . 151
Seth Sweetser of Worcester, , . . . . 141
Thomas B. Thayer of Boston, . . . . 8 5
George M. Brooks of Concord, . . . .  38
John G. Whittier of Ainesbury, . . .  2

Messrs. Studley and Sweetser were declared elected, and the 
Clerk was charged with a message to the Senate, to announce 
their election to that branch.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
To authorize Granville C. Carleton to build a bridge over 

Back River in tne town of Salisbury,
Concerning the House of Reformation in the city of Boston,
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Relating to the service of criminal process in the town of 
Hull,

To authorize the first parish in Dorchester to sell real estate, 
To incorporate the proprietors of the Congregational Church 

in Grafton,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills :
To amend chapters 91 and 252 of the acts of the year 1863, 
In further addition to an act in aid of the families of vol

unteers,
In addition to an act to provide for the payment of bounties 

to volunteers and for other purposes,
Concerning the Massachusetts General Hospital,
To incorporate the North Adams Gas Light Company,
To increase the capital stock of the City Fire Insurance Com

pany and to extend its charter,
Were severally read, and an amendment offered by Mr. 

Harris of Springfield, to the first named, was rejected ; and 
severally passed to be engrossed in concurrence, except the 
first named, which was sent up for concurrence.

Engrossed Bills :
To iei he an act concerning the Essex Railroad Company and 

the Eastern Railroad Company,
To incorporate the Rollili White Arms Company,
(M Inch severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
To incorporate the Washburn Iron Company,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
M eie severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate. 
Adjourned.

W ednesday, February 17, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Dewey of Williamstown presented the petition of Wm. 

Gardner and others in aid of the petition of the Fall River and 
Warren and Providence Railroad Company.
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Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, the remonstrance of Henry Barton 
and 27 others of Lawrence against the petition of the Boston 
and Lowell, and Nashua and Lowell Railroads.

Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, the remonstrance of the Presi
dent and Directors of the Newburyport Bridge against the peti
tion of the Eastern Railroad Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
Mr. Cook of Milford, the resolutions of the Middlesex and 

Worcester Temperance Union against changes in the liquor 
law, which was referred to the committee on that subject.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Speaker, the memorial of Benj .R. Curtis and others ; and 

of Edward Everett and others, officers of a public meeting in 
Boston, in favor of the passage of the Resolves in aid of the 
people of East Tennessee.

Severally laid on the table.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Gates of Groton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs consider 

the expediency of providing for the appointment of Inspectors 
of Flour.

On motion of Mr. Burgess of Falmouth,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Towns consider the expe

diency of separating the islands of Naushon, Pasque, Nasha- 
wena and Cuttyhunk from the town of Chilmark, and annexing 
the same to the town of Falmouth.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Brownell of New Bedford,—
Ordered, That the Speaker issue a precept for an election of 

Representative in the Eighth District in the county of Plymouth, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Abner Harlow.

On motion of Mr. Forbes of Clinton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance, consider the expe

diency of providing for payment to the city of Cambridge for 
privilege of drainage from the arsenal property into the drains 
of said city.

On motion of Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider
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what legislation is necessary more particularly to define the 
residence of persons liable to pay taxes.

On motion of Mr. Bonney of New Bedford,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing by law that any married man who, 
being of sufficient ability, refuses to support his wife or family, 
may be required to give suitable bonds for such support, upon 
the complaint of any party interested, before any court of record 
of this Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Lovell of Weymouth,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery con

sider whether the salaries of the Registers of Probate and Insol
vency in the different counties of the Commonwealth, should 
be revised, in order to make them more equally proportioned to 
the amount of labor performed, and to the salaries of the 
judges.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, on leave, introduced a Bill to 

revive the charter of the Pittsfield and New Haven Railroad Com
pany, which was read and referred to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, and sent up for concurrence.

A communication was received from the Auditor, in reply to 
an order of the House, and transmitting a schedule of expen
ditures by the association of banks for the suppression of 
counterfeiting.

Referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, on 

an order of February 15th, reported a Bill to repeal section 40, 
chapter 71, of the General Statutes.

Also, under the general order, a Bill making appropriations 
for expenses of the State Almshouses, hospital at Rainsford 
Island, support and relief of State lunatic paupers, Reform 
School at Westboro , and Nautical Branch thereof, and for other 
purposes.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary on the petition of the selectmen of South Reading, a Bill
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to authorize the town of South Reading to pay certain 
bounties.

Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, from the same committee, on an 
order of February 4th, a Bill limiting the time in all cases for the 
validity of proxies.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on 
the petition of James Swett and others, a Bill to incorporate 
the Wellfleet Marine Insurance Company.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported that the Resolve in favor of certain agents of foreign 
life insurance companies, ought not to pass.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported that Senate Bill to confirm certain acts done by Wil
liam H. Wood, as Justice of the Peace, ought to pass.

Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 
Claims, on the petition of the selectmen of Hanover, reported 
leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of the Mayor of Salem, for leave to include Wenlmm 

Pond among the sources of supply for the city water-works, was 
referred in concurrence to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs.

Remonstrance of George B. Chase and 69 others, against the 
petition of John C. Abbott and others, was referred in concur
rence, to the Committee on Horse Railways.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Towns, 
inquire whether any legislation is necessary to prohibit cities 
and towns from appropriating money for the support of military 
organizations not recognized by the militia laws of the Common
wealth.

Bills:
Relating to the Mystic River Railroad,
To incorporate the Newburyport and Amesbury Horse Rail

road Company,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, in concur

rence, with amendments, came down, and the amendments were 
severally concurred in.

Bills:
18
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To protect the shad fishery in the Connecticut River,
To extend the provisions of an Act to provide for the payment 

of bounties and for other purposes,
To authorize the Charlestown Five Cents Savings Bank to 

hold real estate,
To increase the capital stock of the Rockland Bank,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Report of the Committee on Insurance, inexpedient to legis

late, relative to the report on Loan Fund Associations, accepted 
in the Senate, came down and was placed in the Orders of the 
Day for to-morrow.

Engrossed, B ill:
To authorize the Commissioners of the county of Plymouth, 

to purchase, sell or lease, certain common and undivided lands 
in the town of Hull, (which originated in the Senate,) was 
passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves :
In favor of the city of Boston,
In favor of the officers and soldiers of the company of Infantry 

attached to the Sixth Brigade of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, (which severally originated in the House of Repre
sentatives,) were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to authorize towns and cities to raise money for recruit

ing purposes, and to advance bounties to volunteers, was read ; 
an amendment offered by Mr. Glancy of Boston was rejected, 
and the bill was rejected.

Bills:
Relating to race-grounds and trotting parks,
To authorize the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Com

pany to increase its investments in real estate,
To increase the capital stock of the Indian Orchard Mills,
To increase the capital of the Merchants’ Woollen Company, 
Relating to assessments of Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, 
To amend an Act concerning railroad returns and reports ;
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Resolves:
In favor of the guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians, 

for the benefit of Rebecca Davis,
In favor of the Roxbury Reserve Guard,
In favor of the Roxbury Horse Guards,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports, (inexpedient) on the several orders,
Relative to abolishing the State Liquor Agency,
Relative to trespass upon real estate by irresponsible parties, 
Relative to protest and notice on bills of exchange, &c., 
Relative to restricting mutual fire insurance companies, in 

the transaction of business, within certain limits,
Were severally accepted, the first in concurrence, and the 

last sent up for concurrence.
Reports (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of 
Sylvester Bowen, and 
John W. Thomas, 

were severally accepted.
Bills :
Relating to the service of criminal process in the town of 

Hull,
To authorize the first parish in Dorchester to sell real estate, 
To incorporate the proprietors of the Congregational Church 

in Grafton,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in con

currence.
Bill to authorize Granville C. Carlton to build a bridge over 

Back River, in the town of Salisbury, was read and passed to 
be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bill in addition to an act to incorporate the Dighton and 
Somerset Railroad Company was read, and amended, but with
out taking any further question thereon, the House 

Adjourned.

T hursday, February 18, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Brown, of Seekonk, the House reconsidered 

the vote by which it rejected, yesterday, the Bill to authorize
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towns and cities to raise money for recruiting purposes, and to 
advance bounties to volunteers, and the Bill was then amended 
and ordered to a third reading, and the rules being suspended, 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed, and the title 
was amended by striking out the words “ and to advance 
bounties to volunteers,” and the bill was sent up for con
currence.

Petitions.
Mr. Palfray of Salem presented the petitions of 
Stephen G. Wheatland and 70 others,
Jeremiah Page and 41 others,
John H. Nichols and 34 others,
Thomas H. Frothingham and 13 others, of Salem ;
Mr. Richardson of Lynn, the petitions of 
J. N. Sanderson and 38 others,
Nathan I). Chase and 37 others,
J. B. Laniper and 37 others,
James N. Buffum and 24 others, of Lynn ;
Mr. Foster of Andover, the petitions of John Elliott and 65 

others,
Stephen H. Parker and 46 others,
George L. Davis and 114 others,
Hodges Brothers and 15 others, of North Andover ;
Mr. Preston of Danvers, the petitions of 
Jonas Warren and others,
Gilbert Tapley and others,
Daniel Richards and others, of Danvers,
And of F. P. Merriam and others of Middleton ;
Mr. Little of South Danvers, the petitions of 
William Sutton and 16 others,
Franklin Osborn and 33 others, of South Danvers;
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, the petitions of 
F. E. Clark and 10 others,
Albert Blood and 32 others,
Henry Barton and 52 others,
George 0. Bailey and 32 others, of Lawrence;
Mr. Patch of Marblehead, the petitions of 
William Humphreys, Jr. and 28 others,
Henry G. Gray and 33 others, of Marblehead ;
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Mr. Emerson of Methuen, the petition of
Ebenezer Sawyer and 90 others of Methuen ;
Mr. Burnham of Essex, the petition of
Thos. P. Gentlee and 65 others of Manchester;
Severally in aid of the petition of the Essex Railroad Com

pany, for authority to extend their railroad into Lawrence.
Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
Mr. Spooner of Boston, the petition of Paul Whitin and 80 

others of Northbridge, for the repeal of the law taxing non-resi
dent stockholders in corporations, which was referred to the 
Committee on that subject.

Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, the petition of Priscilla Freeman 
of the Deep Bottom tribe of Indians, asking aid for the support 
of her mother, which was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, the petition of Phineas Harmon 

of New Ashford, for a lien on animals in favor of the feeder, 
and also for an amendment of chapter 142 of the General 
Statutes, which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Allen of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals con

sider whether any legislation is necessary to prevent railway 
trains passing way stations at speed, while other trains are 
stopping at the same stations.-

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Waltham,—
Ordered, That the use of the Representatives’ Hall be 

granted to the New England Educational Commission for Freed- 
men on Thursday evening, February 25th, instead of Tuesday 
evening, February 23d, as previously ordered.

Introduced on leave.
Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, on leave, introduced a Bill 

deciding the residence of Yolunteers in the United States Army 
xinder the call of the President, dated October 17th, 1863.

Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, on leave, a Bill in addition to 
an Act to establish the city of Newburyport.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Reports of Committees.
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 

on the petition of Barnard C. Marchant, reported a Resolve in 
favor of Nelly Joseph.

Also, on the petition of the selectmen of Halifax, a Resolve 
in favor of the town of Halifax.

Mr. Converse of Woburn, from the same committee, on the 
the petition of Barnard C. Marchant, a Resolve in favor of the 
Chappequiddic and Christiantown Indians.

Mr. Ball of Upton, from the Compaittee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, on the petition of S. M. Godfrey and others, a Re
solve in favor of the District of Marshpee.

Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Printing, to 
whom was recommitted the Resolve relating to an abstract of 
the national census, reported it in a new draft.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, on 

an order of February 13tli, reported a Bill to ratify certain acts 
of the Governor and Council, and to increase the Union Fund.

Read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan

tile Affairs, on the petition of the city of Springfield, reported 
leave to withdraw for want of legal notice.

On motion of Mr. Scudder,'—
Ordered, On petition of the city of Springfield for authority 

to expend a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, 
for the purpose of supplying the city with pure and wholesome 
water, that said petition be recommitted with instructions to 
hear the parties, provided the petitioners give notice of their 
petition and of a hearing thereon to be had on the 3d day of 
March, 1864, by publishing a copy of said petition, with this 
order, six successive days prior to said third day of March, in the 
newspaper called the Springfield Republican, published in said 
city of Springfield.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 
on the petition of Nathan Durfee and others, and of certain 
other parties in aid of the same, for an amendment of the char
ter of the Bristol County Central Agricultural Society, reported 
leave to withdraw.
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On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River, the report was 
recommitted with instructions to hear the parties.

Mr. Houghton of Bolton from the Committee on Military 
Bounties and State Aid, reported inexpedient to legislate on the 
order of February 13, relative to paying bounties to soldiers at 
Readville.

Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 
Claims, reported leave to withdraw on the petition of the select
men of Westfield.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
A communication was received from the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth, in reply to an order requesting him to give 
the number and names of the State beneficiaries of the school 
for idiotic and feeble-minded youth.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, In concurrence that the Committee on Insurance 

consider whether any further legislation is necessary to secure 
to married women the benefit of policies of insurance on life, 
transferred or assigned to them or for their use.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Dighton and 

Somerset Railroad Company, was considered and amended, and 
then passed over until to-morrow.

Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain 
the war therein were postponed and specially assigned for con
sideration at half-past two o’clock to-morrow.

Bills:
Concerning the House of Reformation in the city of Boston,
Relating to assessments of mutual fire insurance companies,
Were severally read and referred to the Committee on the 

J  udiciary.
Bills:
To incorporate the Mansfield and Somerset Railroad Company,
To repeal section 40, chapter 71 of the General Statutes,
Limiting the time in all cases, for the validity of proxies,
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To confirm certain acts done by William H. Wood, as Justice 
of the Peace,

To incorporate the Wcllfleet Marine Insurance Company,
To authorize the town of South Reading to pay certain 

bounties,
To increase the capital stock of the Rockland Bank,
To extend the provisions of an Act to provide for the pay

ment of bounties, and for other purposes,
To authorize the Charlestown Five Cents Savings Bank to 

hold real estate,
Making appropriations for expenses of the State almshouses, 

hospital at Rainsford Island, support and relief of State lunatic 
paupers, reform school at Westboro’, and Nautical branch 
thereof, and for other purposes,

To protect the shad fishery in the Connecticut River,
Were severally read, the Appropriation Bill amended, and 

severally ordered to a third reading.
Resolve in favor of certain agents of foreign life insurance 

companies, was laid upon the table.
Reports:
Leave to withdraw on the petition of the selectmen of Han

over,
Inexpedient, 0 11 the report concerning loan fund associations, 
Were severally accepted, the last in concurrence and the first 

sent up for concurrence.
Bill:
Relating to race-grounds and trotting parks, and 
Resolves :
In favor of the Roxbury Reserve Guard ;
In favor of the Roxbury Horse Guards;
Were severally read, and passed to be engrossed, in concur

rence.
Bills:
To authorize the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Com

pany to increase its investments in real estate,
To increase the capital stock of the Indian Orchard Mills,
To increase the capital of the Merchants’ Woollen Company; 
Resolve in favor of the guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of 

Indians, for the benefit of Rebecca Davis;
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Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence.

Bill to amend an Act concerning railroad returns and reports 
being under consideration,

On motion of Mr. Ranney of Boston, the roll of the House 
was called, and one hundred members answered to their names. 
(Appendix, No. 2.)

The Bill was read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence.

Adjourned.

Fbiday, February 19, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Brownell of Westport,—
Ordered, That when the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet 

on Tuesday next, at 2 o’clock, P. M.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the House reconsidered 

the vote by which it passed to be engrossed the Bill to amend 
an Act concerning railroad returns and reports, and the Bill 
was then amended and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

Petitions.
Mr. Smith of Gloucester presented the petitions of 
James Davis and others,
N. Richardson and others,
Joseph 0. Proctor and others,
William P. Dolliver and others,
Frederic Norwood and others, of Gloucester,
Mr. Heard of Ipswich, the petitions of 
William W. Priest and others,
George C. Fitz and others, of Ipswich,
Mr. Grant of Beverly, the petition of 
Samuel Endicott and others of Beverly,
Severally in favor of the petition of the Essex Railroad Com

pany.
Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

19
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Mr. Vose of Fitchburg, the petition of Ebenezer Torrey and 
others of Fitchburg, for the establishment of a hospital for 
Inebriates, which was referred to the special committee on that 
subject.

Mr. T urner of Dartmouth, the petition of John DeGaris and 
31 others of Dartmouth, for an amendment of the charter of 
the Bristol County Central Agricultural Society.

Mr. Orr of Needham, the petition of Charles Hamant and 
16 others of Medfield, respecting pleuro-pneumonia.

Severally referred to the Committee on Agriculture.
Mr. Handley of Acton, the petition of Andrew Blood and 

others, officers of the 26th Regiment, to be paid for military 
services, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Ball of Upton,—-
Ordered, That the use of this Hall be granted to the Com

mittee on Public Charitable Institutions, for a public hearing on 
Thursday, February 25th, from 10 o’clock, A. M., to 12 
o’clock, M.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

under the general order, reported a Bill making appropriations 
to meet certain expenditures authorized in the year 1863 and 
previous years, and for other purposes.

Read and ordered to a second reading:.
Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, from the Committee on Horse 

Railways, to whom was recommitted the Bill concerning the 
Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company, reported that it ought 
to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred Senate Bill to establish the police 
court ol the town of Milford, reported that it ought to pass.

Also, that the Bill introduced on leave in the House, deciding 
the residence of 1 olunteers in the United States army under 
the call of the President, dated October 17, 1863, ought not 
to pass.



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 147

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred Resolves,

In favor of the town of Halifax, and
In favor of the Chappequiddie and Christiantown Indians ; 

and
Mr. Dexter of Roxbury, from the same committee, to whom 

was referred the Resolve in favor of Nelly Joseph,
Severally reported these Resolves back to the House.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Marston of Barnstable, on leave, introduced a Resolve in 

favor of the Marshpee schools, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Petitions of Charles B. Burrill of Roxbury, and of Charles A. 

Davis of Roxbury,
Severally to be paid for military services,
Were severally referred in concurrence to the Committee on 

Military Claims.
Petition of E. R. Mudge and others of Boston, in aid of the 

petition of the Essex Railroad Company, was referred in con
currence to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Bills :
In further addition to an act to provide for the payment of 

bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
Relating to unclaimed property in the possession of express 

.companies,
Severally introduced, on leave, in the Senate, came down, 

and were referred in concurrence, the first to the Committee on 
Military Bounties and State Aid, and the second to the Com
mittee on Mercantile Affairs.

Report of Commissioners on the boundary line between 
Douglas and Uxbridge, came down, and was referred, in con
currence, to the Committee on Towns.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Agriculture 
inquire into the expediency of amending that part of chapter 
88 of the General Statutes which relates to Dogs, so as to further 
protect and encourage sheep-husbandry.

Resolve in favor of the Messenger of the Governor and
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Council, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and 
was read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Orders of the Day.
The Oi’ders of the Day were taken up.
Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of the town of 

Westfield, was accepted, and sent up for concurrence.
Bill to ratify certain acts of the Governor and Council, and 

to increase the Union Fund, was read and ordered to a third 
reading.

Bill to repeal section 40 of chapter 71 of the General Statutes, 
was recommitted to the Committee on Finance.

Bills :
To confirm certain acts done by William H. Wood, as a 

Justice of the Peace,
To increase the capital stock of the Rockland Bank,
To extend the provisions of an act to provide for the payment 

of bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
To authorize the Charlestown Five Cents Savings Bank to 

hold real estate,
To protect the shad fishery in the Connecticut River,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed,' in con

currence.
Bills :
To incorporate the Wellfleet Marine Insurance Company,
To authorize the town of South Reading to pay certain 

bounties,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
At half-past two o’clock the subject specially assigned, viz. : 

the Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain 
the war therein, was taken up and considered, but no question 
was taken thereon.

Adjourned.

T uesday, February 23, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1864. 149

A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 
election, by that branch, of Daniel W. Lincoln of Worcester, 
and Henry F. French of Cambridge, as Trustees of the Agri
cultural College, in place of John Brooks, deceased, and John 
B. King, resigned.

Also, announcing the election of Rev. T. B. Thayer of Boston, 
and Geo. M. Brooks of Concord, as members of the Board of 
Overseers of Harvard College, in non-concurrence with the 
House.

A message was received from the Governor, on the subject of 
a suit now pending before the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in which the Commonwealth is interested.

Read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
A communication was received from the Treasurer, in reply 

to an order of February 15, giving a schedule of payments by 
railroad companies for printing annual reports.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

Petitions.
Mr. Crane of Raynham, presented the petition of Theodore 

Dean and 28 others, Enoch Robinson and 17 others, E. B. Towne 
and 47 others, of Raynham, severally for a draw in the bridge 
over Taunton Great River at Weir Village.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
Mr. Palfray of Salem, the petitions of Stephen G. Wheatland 

and 238 others, of Salem,
John Bertram and 92 others, of Salem,
Severally for the establishment of a Hospital for Inebriates.
Severally referred to the committee on that subject.
Mr. Jenkins of Carver, the petition of the town of Carver, 

for the payment of $31.00 due from the Commonwealth for 
armory rent, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Mr. Townsend of Bellingham, the petition of A. H. Holbrook 
and others, of Bellingham, for a change in the law granting 
State aid, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Bounties and State Aid.

Mr. Loomis of West Springfield, the petition of Wm. Birnie 
and 47 others, of Springfield, that measures may bo taken to
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check or exterminate the plearo-pneumonia, which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Sawin of Fairhaven, the petition of Bartholomew Taber 
and 64 others, of Fairhaven, for a reduction of the valuation of 
that town, which was referred to the Committee on Amend
ments of the Valuation Act.

Mr, Stimpson of Swampscott, the remonstrance of Nathaniel 
Blanchard and 71 others, of Swampscott, against the petition of 
Prince S. Crowell and others, which was referred to the Com
mittee on the Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, the petition of the Martha’s Vine

yard Camp Meeting Association, for protection of passengers 
and baggage to and from Martha’s Vineyard Camp Ground.

Mr. Stetson of Medford, the petition of Horatio Williams and 
others, for an act requiring registers of deeds to make annual 
returns of the names of mortgagees to assessors.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, the petition of the County Com

missioners of Dukes County, for authority to lay an additional 
tax of $800 for criminal costs, which was referred to the Com
mittee on County Estimates.

Mr. Brown of Taunton, the petition of Philip E. Hill and 
others of Bridgewater, in aid of the petition of the Dighton and 
Somerset Railroad Company, which was laid upon the table.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing that in all cases of malicious or frivo
lous prosecutions in civil suits, the person instituting such suits 
shall be liable to pay not only the costs of court, but also the 
expenses to which the defendant has been subjected.

On motion of Mr. Ivneil of Westfield,—
Ordered, that  the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency ol extending the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace for the service oi process in the several counties of the 
Commonwealth.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
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Ordered, That the Committee on Printing consider the expe- 
diency of furnishing an additional number of 5,000 copies of 
the Governor’s Address.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, on 

an order of February 17th, reported a Resolve in relation to 
drainage of the State Arsenal.

Also, from the same committee, to whom was recommitted 
the Bill to repeal section 40 of chapter 71 of the General Stat
utes, the same in a new draft, entitled a Bill to repeal sections 
40 and 41 of chapter 71 of the General Statutes.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the same committee, reported 

that the Resolve in favor of the Marslipee schools ought to pass.
Mr. Lane of Boston, from the same committee, reported that 

the Resolve in favor of the Messenger of the Governor and 
Council ought to pass.

Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, from the same Committee, reported 
that the Resolve in favor of the District of Marslipee ought to 
pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported that the Bill in addition to an Act to establish 
the city of Newburyport ought to pass.

Mr. Spooner of Boston, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, on an order of February 6th, as to tax on deposits in 
savings banks, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on an order of January 30th, relative to the administering 
of oaths by justices of the peace, reported inexpedient to legis
late.

Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, on the petition of John C. Mason and others to be 
incorporated as a Savings Institution in Worcester, reported 
leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, 

on the petition of the mayor and city council of Worcester, 
reported a Bill relating to railroad crossings, which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Whitney of Wincliendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Drs. Luce and Cleaveland, reported a Resolve 
in favor of Wm. H. Luce and Daniel A. Cleaveland, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Resolve in relation to Prof. Hitchcock’s Supplementary Re

port on the Ichnology of New England, passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence with an amendment, by the Senate, came down, 
and was considered, and the amendment Avas concurred in.

Bill to increase the capital stock of the Old Colony Insurance 
Company ;

Resolve in relation to the publication of the General Statutes,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, (the last 

named being a new draft of a House Resolve with the same 
title,) came down, and the first named was read and ordered to 
a second reading, and the second was read and referred to the 
Committee on Printing.

Resolve in favor of certain officers and soldiers of the volun
teer militia, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 
and was read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Report of the Committee on Claims, leave to withdraw on 
petition of Levi Baker, accepted in the Senate, came down, and 
on motion of Mr. Underwood of Dennis, the House non-con- 
curred and recommitted the Bill to the Committee on Claims.

Bill to incorporate the Hampton Mining and Smelting Com
pany, introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and was 
referred in concurrence to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs.

Report of the Committee on Military Claims, leaAre to with
draw, on the petition of the selectmen of Milford, accepted in 
the Senate, came down and was placed in the Orders of the Day 
for to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day Avero taken up.
Bills:
Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures author

ized in the year 1863 and previous years, and for other pur
poses,

To establish the police court of the toAvn of Milford,
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Resolves:
In favor of Nelly Joseph,
In favor of the Cliappequiddic and Christiantown Indians,
In favor of the town of Halifax,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bill making appropriations for expenses of the State alms

houses, hospital at Rainsford Island, support and relief of state 
lunatic paupers, reform school at Westboro’, and nautical branch 
thereof, and for other purposes, was read and passed to be en
grossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Resolves, enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain 
the war therein, were considered, and on motion of Mr. Parks 
of Russell, it was ordered that the question on ordering the 
resolves to a third reading be taken by yeas and nays.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester offered an amendment to the Re
solves, striking out the last of the series and substituting two 
others.

Without taking any question, the House
Adjourned.

W ednesday, February 24, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
Mr. Charles T. Stevens, representative elect from the first 

district in the county of Suffolk, in place of John Dacey, 
deceased, presented his credentials, was qualified, and took his 
seat.

Petitions.
Mr. Brown of Taunton presented the petitions of 
L. B. Church and 35 others,
D. Bi Presbrey and 24 others,
David Dean and 27 others, of Taunton,
Severally in favor of a draw in the bridge over Taunton Great 

River at Weir Village.
Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the petition of the Mayor of Lowell 

and others, for the immediate organization of the enrolled militia, 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

20
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Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, the petition of the Gay Head 
Indians, for an appropriation in support of their schools, which 
was referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Bullard of Holliston, the petition of S. M. Cutter and 
others of Holliston, on the subject of the pleuro-pneumopia, 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Holton of Lowell, the remonstrance of the mayor of 
Lowell and 60 others, against the consolidation of the Boston 
and Lowell, and Nashua and Lowell, and other railroads, which 
which was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Loomis of West Springfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of extending the provisions of the lien law to movers 
of buildings.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Story of Rockport, from the Committee on the Fisheries, on 

the petition of 0. A. Coombs and others, for the protection of 
the trout fishery in the District of Marshpee, reported leave to 
withdraw.

Mr. Clark of Framingham, from the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, on the petition of the Conway Bank, reported 
leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Ball of Upton, from the Committee on Public Charitable 

Institutions, on the petition of the Trustees of the Northampton 
Lunatic Hospital, reported a Resolve in favor of the Northamp
ton Lunatic Hospital.

Mr. Whitney of Wiuchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of William Leach, reported a Resolve in favor of 
William Leach.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of James Hayes, to be paid for recruiting men 

for the military service, was referred in concurrence to the 
Committee on Military Claims.

Bill to authorize towns to advance moneys to volunteers,
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passed to be engrossed in the Senate, being a new draft of 
House Bill to authorize towns and cities to raise money for 
recruiting purposes, came down, and was read and ordered to a 
second reading.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up,
Report, leave to withdraw on the petition of John C. Mason 

and others, was, on motion of Mr. Draper of Worcester, recom
mitted to the Committee on Banks and Banking, with instruc
tions to report a Bill.

Report, inexpedient on an order relative to the administra
tion of oaths by Justices of the Peace, was, on motion of Mr. 
Winn of Burlington, recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

Bills :
In addition to an Act to establish the city of Newburyport,
To increase the capital stock of the Old Colony Insurance 

Company ;
Resolves :
In favor of the District of Marshpee,
In favor of the Marshpee schools,
In relation to drainage for the State arsenal,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Report, (inexpedient,) on an order relative to increasing the 

tax on deposits in Savings Institutions, was accepted and sent up 
for concurrence.

Bills :
To ratify certain acts of the Governor and Council and to 

increase the Union Fund,
Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures author

ized in the year 1868 and previous years, and for other purposes ;
Resolves :
In favor of Nelly Joseph,
In favor of the Chappequiddic and Christiantown Indians,
In favor of the town of Halifax,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bill to establish the Police Court of the town of Milford, was 

read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
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Report, (leave to withdraw,) on the petition of the selectmen 
of Milford, was accepted in concurrence.

The Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to main
tain the war therein, being under consideration, and the pending 
question being on an amendment offered by Mr. Smith of 
Gloucester,

On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River, the yeas and nays 
were ordered,

And the roll being called, there were ninety-six yeas, and 
sixty-nine nays. So the amendment was adopted.

(See appendix, No. 3.)
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon moved a reconsideration of 

the vote by which the amendment was adopted, and pend
ing this question, the Orders of the Day were laid upon the 
table.

Mr. Stone of Waltham moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the Report leave to withdraw on petition of John C. 
Mason and others, was recommitted to the Committee on Banks 
and Banking, with instructions to report a B ill; and the motion 
was placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Engrossed Bills:
In relation to County Teachers’ Associations,
To incorporate the Newburyport and Amesbury Horse Rail

road Company,
Concerning the New England Mutual Marine Insurance 

Company in Boston,
Relating to the Mystic River Railroad, (which severally origi

nated in the House of Representatives,)
To incorporate the North Adams Gas Light Company, 
Concerning the Massachusetts General Hospital,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolve :
Upon petition of W. S. Houghton, (which originated in the 

House of Representatives,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.
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T hursday, February 25, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the House reconsidered 

the vote by which it yesterday passed to be engrossed the Bill 
making appropriations to meet certain expenditures authorized 
in the year 1863 and previous years, and for other purposes. 
The Bill was then amended and passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence.

Engrossed Bills:
Relating to the service of criminal process in the town of 

Hull,
To authorize the first parish in Dorchester to sell real estate, 
To incorporate the proprietors qf the Congregational Church 

in Grafton,
In further addition to an act in aid of the families of Volun

teers,
In addition to an Act to provide for the payment of bounties 

to Volunteers, and for other purposes,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the Milton Gas Light Company and the Dor

chester Gas Light Company,
In addition to an Act making appropriations for the mainte

nance of the Government during the current year,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence presented the petition of E. D. 

Thayer and 115 others of Lawrence,
Mr. Little of South Danvers, the petition of 
E. W. Upton and 55 others of South Danvers,
Severally in aid of the petition of the Essex Railroad Com

pany for leave to extend their road to Lawrence.
Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
Mr. Bullard of Holliston, the petition of Leonard T. Morse 

and others of Sherborn,



158 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Mr. Newton of Southboro’, the petition of H. H. Peters and 
37 others of Southboro’,

Severally in relation to pleuro-pneumonia.
Severally referred to the Committee on Agriculture.
Mr. Wilder of Hingham, the petition of the selectmen of 

Hingham for allowance for armory rent, which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Claims.

Mr. Newliall of Saugus, the remonstrance of J. Newhall and 
others of Lynnlield against the petition of the city of Salem to 
take water from Humphries’ Pond, which was referred to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Tyler of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Insurance consider the 

expediency of amending the 32d section of the 58th chapter of 
the General Statutes.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Clark of Amherst,—
Ordered, That the election of two members to fill vacancies 

existing in the Board of Trustees of the State Agricultural Col
lege, be specially assigned for Friday, the 26th instant, at 2-|- 
o’clock, P. M.

Also,
Ordered, That the use of this Hall be granted to Dr. J. 

D. Macgowan, U. S. A., at 10 o’clock, A. M., on Saturday, the 
2 1 th instant, for the purpose of delivering a lecture on his pro
posed scientific and industrial exploration in Eastern Asia.

On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the pro

priety of modifying and equalizing taxes on banks in manner 
that may apply alike to nation as well as State, and also to 
reserved profits.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Borden of Fall River, from the Committee on Education, 

on the petition of Emerson Davis and others, reported a Bill to 
incorporate the Westfield Athenaeum.

Mr. Ball of Upton, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, to whom was referred the annual report of the
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New England Asylum for the Blind, reported a Bill in addition 
to an act to incorporate the New England Asylum for the 
Blind.

Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs, on the petition of A. L. Bayley, reported a Bill to 
authorize Abner L. Bayley to maintain and extend his wharf in 
Amesbury.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

reported that the Bill relating to railroad crossings ought not to 
pass.

Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Printing, 
reported back the Senate Resolve in relation to the publication 
of the General Statutes, recommending concurrence in its 
passage.

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the petition of Phineas Harmon, reported leave to with
draw.

Also on an order of the 24th instant, relative to the extension 
of the lien law to movers of buildings, reported inexpedient to 
legislate.

Mr. Allen of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on an order of January 22d, relative to the protec
tion of bona fide purchasers and attaching creditors of real 
estate, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Printing, to 

whom was referred an order for printing extra copies of the 
Governor’s Address, reported the following order, which was 
adopted,

Ordered, That 5,000 additional copies of the Governor’s Ad
dress, with the accompanying documents,*be printed for the use 
of the Legislature; that 1,500 copies thereof be placed at the 
disposal of His Excellency the Governor, and the remainder be 
divided among the members of the present General Court for 
distribution at their discretion.

Mr. Merrill of Cambridge, on leave introduced a Bill in addi
tion to an Act to authorize Edmund T. Dana and others to con
struct dams and dikes, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs, and sent up for concurrence.
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Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Thomas C. Dean and 48 others for a modifi

cation of the 88th chapter of the General Statutes relating to 
dogs, was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

The petition of David Perham and 176 others of Chelmsford 
for the immediate organization of the enrolled militia, was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

The petition of the selectmen of Nantucket for relief in regard 
to the valuation of that town was referred to the Committee on 
Amendments to the Valuation Act.

The petition of the selectmen of Spencer for aid to the family 
of a deceased volunteer was referred to the Committee on Mili
tary Claims.

Severally in coircurrence.
The remonstrance of L. Merriam and 62 others of Greenfield, 

against the petition of the Conway Bank, referred by the Senate 
to the Committee on Banks and Banking, was laid upon the 
table.

Bill to cede jurisdiction to the United States over Long Point 
in Provincetown Harbor, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down, and was read and ordered to a second reading.

Bill making appropriations from the income of the several 
funds therein mentioned, and for other purposes, passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with an amendment, 
came down, and was considered, and the amendment was con
curred in.

Bill concerning the observance of the Lord’s Day, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with an amendment, 
came down, and was considered, and the amendment was non- 
concurred in.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
To increase the capital stock of the Old Colony Insurance 

Company, was read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence;
In addition to an Act to establish the city of Newburyport;
Resolves:
In relation to Drainage for the State arsenal,
In favor of the Marshpee Schools,
In favor of the District of Marshpee,
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Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence.

The Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to main
tain the war therein were taken up, and the motion to recon
sider the vote by which the amendment offered by Mr. Smith of 
Gloucester was yesterday adopted, was agreed to.

The question then recurring on the adoption of the amend
ment, Mr. Smith, by leave of the House, modified the same, 
moving to amend the Resolves by striking out the second.

On motion of Mr. Bisbee of Worthington, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and the roll being called, the amendment was 
adopted by a vote of one hundred and fifteen yeas and eighty- 
eight nays. (See Appendix, No. 4.)

The Resolves were then ordered to a third reading.
Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Dighton and 

Somerset Railroad Company was read, and pending an amend
ment offered by Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, the House

Adjourned.

F riday, February 26, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Engrossed Bills:
To increase the capital stock of the City Fire Insurance Com

pany, and to extend its charter,
To protect the shad fishery in the Connecticut River,
Relating to race-grounds and trotting-parks,
To confirm certain acts done by William H. Wood as Justice 

of the Peace,
To extend the provisions of an act to provide for the payment 

of bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
To increase the capital stock of the Rockland Bank,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the city of Worcester,
To authorize the Charlestown Five Cents Savings Bank to 

hold real estate,
21
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(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of the Roxbury Horse Guards,
In favor of the Roxbury Reserve Guard,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
In favor of the town of Waltham, (which originated in the 

House of Representatives,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Waters of Sutton presented the petitions of Jonathan 

Sprague and BO others, and of W orthington Iving and others, 
severally for a modification of the law relating to aid to the 
families of volunteers.

Severally referred to the Committee on Military Bounties and 
State Aid.

Mr. Holden of Salem, the petition of Willard P. Phillips of 
Salem, in favor of the application of the Essex Railroad Com
pany to extend its road to Lawrence, which was referred to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the petition of Phineas Stowe 
and others to be incorporated as the Mariners’ Exchange, in the 
city of Boston, which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Beck of Cambridge, the petition of the Washington Home 
Guard of Cambridge, to be paid for services in protecting the 
State arsenal, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Ide of Mansfield, the petitions of
W. D. Wctherell and 203 others of Norton, and of
W. B. Bates and others of Mansfield;
Mr. Daniels of Medway, the petition of M. M. Fisher and 32 

others of Medway.
Mr. Turner of Dartmouth, the petition of Henry M. Allen 

and 31 others of Marion ;
Mr. Sliortle of Provincetown, the petition of James Gilford 

and 60 others of Provincetown ;
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Severally for a law allowing towns to raise money by taxation 
for recruiting purposes;

Mr. Bullard of Holliston the petition of W. S. Batchelder and 
others of that town, for the repeal of the law taxing non-resi
dent stockholders in corporations.

Severally laid on the table.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking con

sider what further legislation is necessary to enable the Bank 
Commissioners to restrain persons acting, or claiming to act, as 
private bankers, from issuing or circulating the notes of banking 
corporations that have surrendered their charters and gone into 
liquidation.

Sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Farlow of Newton, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred the message of the Governor in relation to 
a suit now pending before the Supreme Court of the United 
States, reported a Resolve in relation to certain expenses of the 
Attorney-General, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading, and the rules being suspended, was read a second and 
third time and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur
rence.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the petition of E. P. Dart and others, reported a Bill 
to incorporate the Proprietors of the Lyceum Hall and Chapel 
in Marlborough.

Mr. Tyler of Boston from the Committee on Insurance, on the 
petition of Mark Fay and others, reported a Bill to continue in 
force an Act to incorporate the Marlborough Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Special Committee on so 

much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the tax on non
resident stockholders in corporations, to whom had also been 
referred sundry petitions on the same subject, reported, asking 
to be discharged from the consideration of the subject, and
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recommending its reference to the Committee on the subject of 
taxing corporations.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on 
the petition of the Charlestown Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
reported leave to withdraw.

Also on an order of February 5th, relative to providing a form 
of policies of fire insurance, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Stimson of Boston, from the Committee on Claims, on the 

petition of Priscilla Freeman, reported a Resolve in favor of 
Jemima Easton, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
To revive the charter of the Springfield and Longmcadow 

Railroad Corporation, and for other purposes,
To incorporate the Home for Aged Colored Women,
In further addition to an Act in aid of the families of volun

teers,
To confirm certain acts done by James Gerrish, as a Justice 

of the Peace,
To authorize the recording of papers in the Registers of 

Probate,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read, and the first, second and third named 
were ordered to a second reading, the fourth was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the fifth to the Committee on 
Probate and Chancery.

Bill in addition to an Act making appropriations for the main
tenance of the government during the current year, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with an amendment, 
■came down and was considered, and the amendment was con
curred in.

Reports, leave to withdraw, on the petitions of the Bank of 
Mutual Redemption and of Gad 0. Bliss and others,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were placed 
in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

At half-past two o’clock, P. M., the subject specially assigned, 
viz: the election of two members of the Board of Trustees of 
the State Agricultural College was called up, and
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Messrs. Foster of Andover,
Allen of East Bridgewater,
Draper of Worcester,
Kniffin of West Stockbridge, and 
Clark of Orange,

were appointed a committee to receive, sort and count the votes.
And Mr. Foster afterwards reported the

Whole number of votes to be . • • 111
Necessary for a choice, . . . .  89

and that
Daniel W. Lincoln of Worcester had . . 165
Henry F. French of Cambridge, . . . 1 7 5
Messrs. Lincoln and French were declared elected, and the 

Clerk was charged with a message to the Senate, to announce 
the election to that branch.

On motion of Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, the Resolve in 
favor of certain agents of foreign life insurance companies was 
taken from the table, and was recommitted to the Committee on 
Claims.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company 

was read and passed to be engrossed. Afterwards, on motion 
of Mr. Stone of Charlestown, the vote by which it was passed 
to be engrossed was reconsidered, and the Bill was amended, 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Bills:
To repeal sections 40 and 41 of chapter 71 of the General 

Statutes,
To incorporate the Westfield Athenaeum,
To authorize Abner L. Bayley to maintain and extend his 

wharf in Amesbury,
To cede jurisdiction to the United States over Long Point in 

Provincetown Harbor,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bill relating to Railroad Crossings was rejected.
Afterwards, Mr. Draper of Worcester moved a reconsidera

tion of the vote by which it was rejected, and the motion was 
placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Reports, leave to withdraw, on the petitions of
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The Conway Bank, and
Phineas Harmon ; also
Inexpedient to legislate on the orders
Relative to extending the provisions of the lien law to movers 

of buildings,
Relative to the protection of bona fide purchasers and attach

ing creditors of real estate,
Were severally accepted, and the first named sent up for con

currence.
Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Dighton and 

Somerset Railroad Company was taken up and amended, but 
without taking any vote thereon, the Orders of the Day were 
laid upon the table.

Mr. Temple of Chicopee announced the decease of Mr. Moses 
W. Chapin, member elect of the House from the 7th District in 
the County of Hampden, and offered the following resolu
tions :

Resolved, That this House has heard with sorrow and regret 
intelligence of the death of Moses W. Chapin of Chicopee, a 
member elect of this House.

Resolved, That the House sympathizes with the family of the 
deceased in their bereavement, and with his fellow citizens who 
have lost one whom they were accustomed to honor and 
respect.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, a committee of five be appointed to attend the funeral 
services.

Resolved, That these Resolves be entered on the journal 
of the House, and a copy be sent to the family of the 
deceased.

The Resolves were unanimously agreed to, and
Messrs. Temple of Chicopee,

Sturtevant of Springfield,
Dickinson of Hadley,
Johnson of Dorchester, and 
Emerson of Methuen,

were appointed the committee under the third resolve.
On motion of Mr. Temple of Chicopee, the House then
Adjourned.



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1864. 167

Saturday, February 27, 1864.
Met according to adjournment, Mr. Kimball of Boston in the 

chair.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Stebbins of Deerfield presented the petition of Alonzo 

Crafts of Whately and 168 others,
Mr. Turner of Dartmouth, the petition of Jireh Sherman and 

102 others of Dartmouth,
Severally for the passage of a law allowing towns to raise 

money by taxation for recruiting purposes ;
Mr. Goodwin of Newburyport, the petition of Micajah Lunt 

and 59 others of that city for the repeal of the law taxing non
resident stockholders in corporations.

Severally laid upon the table.
Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, the petition of Henry B. Brewster 

to be paid for military services, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Military Claims and sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Scudder of Dorchester,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider what 

further legislation, if any, is necessary in relation to the main
tenance of high schools by towns.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Scudder of Dorchester,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire what 

further legislation, if any, is necessary relating to the jurisdic
tion of trial justices.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that Senate Bill to confirm certain acts done by 
James Gerrish as a Justice of the Peace, ought to pass.

Also, inexpedient to legislate on an order of February 12tli, 
relative to vacancies in school committees, and

On the abstracts of Sheriffs’ returns of jails and houses of 
correction,

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.
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Papers from the Senate.
A message from the Governor, transmitting a Report of a 

commission on military instruction, &c., came from the Senate, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and the House 
concurred in the reference.

Bill in further addition to an Act to provide for the payment of 
bounties to volunteers and for other purposes, passed to be en
grossed in the Senate, came down and was read and ordered to 
a second reading.

Bill concerning the observance of the Lord’s Day, came from 
the Senate endorsed “ the Senate insists on its amendment.”

On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the House insisted 
in its non-concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the report leave 

to withdraw on petition of John C. Mason and others was 
recommitted to the Committee on Banks and Banking, with 
instructions, was, on motion of Mr. Stone of-Waltham, laid on 
the table.

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the Bill relating 
to Railroad Crossings was rejected, and the Bill in addition to an 
Act to incorporate the Dighton and Somerset Railroad Company, 
(with pending amendment,)

Were severally committed to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

The report, (inexpedient,) relative to paying bounties to 
soldiers at Readville, was recommitted to the Committee on 
Military Bounties and State Aid.

Bill deciding the residence of volunteers in the United States 
Army under the call of the President, dated October 17th, 
1863, was rejected.

Bills:
In addition to an act to incorporate the New England Asylum 

for the Blind,
To incorporate the proprietors of the Lyceum Hall and Chapel 

in Marlborough,
To continue in force an act to incorporate the Marlborough 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
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To revive the charter of the Springfield and Longmeadow 
Railroad Corporation, and for other purposes,

To incorporate the Home for Aged Colored Women,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Bills :
To incorporate the Mansfield and Somerset Railroad Company, 
To cede jurisdiction to the United States over Long Point, in 

Provincetown Harbor,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Bills :
To incorporate the Westfield Athenaeum,
To authorize Abner L. Bayley to maintain and extend his 

wharf in Amesbury,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence.
Report of the Committee to whom was referred the subject of 

the repeal of the law taxing non-resident stockholders in corpor
ations, asking to be discharged from the consideration of so 
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to that subject, and 
of the several petitions asking for repeal, and recommending 
reference of the same to the joint special committee on the 
subject of taxing corporations, was accepted, and these matters 
referred accordingly, and sent up for concurrence.

Reports, leave to withdraw on petition of the Charlestown 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and

Inexpedient to legislate relative to a form of policies for Fire 
Insurance Companies,

Were severally accepted, and the first named sent up for 
concurrence.

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Farlow of Newton, the vote by 
which the last named report was accepted was reconsidered, and 
the subject was recommitted to the Committee on Insurance. 

Reports, leave to withdraw, on the petitions of 
Gad 0. Bliss and others, and 
The Bank of Mutual Redemption,
Were severally accepted in concurrence.
Adjourned.

22
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Monday, February 29, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Engrossed Bills :
Making appropriations for expenses of the State almshouses, 

hospital at Rainsford Island, support and relief oi State lunatic 
paupers, reform school at Westboro’, and nautical branch
thereof, and for other purposes,

To authorize Granville C. Carleton to build a bridge o\ei 
Back River in the town of Salisbury,

In further addition to an Act making appropriations for the 
maintenance of the Government during the current year,th e  
title having been amended by inserting the word “ further ),

To amend chapter 91 and chapter 252 of the Acts of the
year 1868,

To authorize the Mass. Life Insurance Company to increase 
its investments in real estate,

To increase the capital stock of the Indian Orchard Mills, 
Making appropriations from the income of the several funds 

therein mentioned, and for other purposes,
To increase the capital stock of the Merchants’ Woollen 

Company,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Concerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company,
To establish the Police Court of the town of Milford,
To increase the capital stock of the Old Colony Insurance 

Company,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In relation to Prof. Hitchcock’s Supplementary Report on the 

Iclmology of New England,
In favor of the Guardian of the Punkapoag tribe of Indians, 

for the benefit of Rebecca Davis,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Cheever of Chelsea,—
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Ordered, That Wednesday, March 2, at o’clock, P. M., bo 
specially assigned for the election of two members of the Board 
of Overseers of Harvard College.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the vote by which the 
Bill to incorporate the Mansfield and Somerset Railroad Com
pany was on Saturday passed to be engrossed, was reconsidered.

The Bill was then amended, and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Draper of Worcester, the motion to recon
sider the vote by which the report leave to withdraw on the 
petition of John C. Mason and others was recommitted to the 
Committee on Banks and Banking with instructions to report a 
Bill, was taken from the table and considered,

And the motion to reconsider was agreed to.
By leave of the House, Mr. Draper then modified his original 

motion to recommit, so as to recommit without instructions, and 
the motion in this form was agreed to.

Petitions.
Mr. Turner of Dartmouth, presented the petitions of Jireh 

Sherman and 15 others of Dartmouth ; also of Prince Sears 
and 15 others of Dartmouth ;

Mr. Gilbert of New Bedford, the petition of Abraham H. 
Howland and 1,321 others of New Bedford,

Severally in aid of the petition of J. D. Thompson and others 
for a railroad from New Bedford to Fall River.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Richardson of Lynn, the petition of the city council of 
Lynn for authority to establish a fire department by ordinance, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ;

Mr. Boice of Ashfield, the petitions of Josephus Crafts and 39 
others of Ashfield, and E. D. Hamilton and 18 others of 
Conway;

Mr. Washburn of Acushnet, the petition of George T. Rus
sell and 50 others of Acushnet;

Mr. Knight of Hardwick, the petition of Alden B. Spooner 
and, 22 others of Hardwick ;

Mr. Pike of Amesbury, the petition of Moses G. Clement and 
45 others of Amesbury ;
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Mr. Gibbs of Wareham, tho petition of L. A. Runnels and 
others of Wareham;

Mr. Turner of Dartmouth, the petition of Abram Reed and 
78 others of Dartmouth ;

Severally for a law allowing towns to raise money by taxation 
for recruiting purposes.

Severally laid upon the table.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the expe

diency of providing for a State tax.
On motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Horse Railways be per

mitted to hold a session in the hall of the House of Represen
tatives on the morning of Tuesday, March 1st.

Introduced on leave.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, on leave, introduced a Bill to 

amend the law relating to Hawkers and Peddlers, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs, and 
sent up for concurrence.

The ninth annual report of the Insurance Commissioners, 
part 1st, was received and referred to the Committee on Insur
ance, and sent up for concurrence.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on an order of January 28th, concerning restraining 
dogs in Dukes County, reported a Bill concerning dogs owned 
in Gay Head, which was read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back the Senate Resolve in favor of certain officers and 
soldiers of the Volunteer Militia, with an amendment.

Also reported back the Resolves
In favor of William Leach, and
Granting aid for the suppression of counterfeiting bank bills 

and coin.
Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the same committee, 

reported back the Resolve in favor of Jemima Easton.
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Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, reported 
back the Resolve in favor of Wm. H. Luce and Daniel A. 
Cleveland, with an amendment.

Mr. Lane of Boston, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the schedule of railroad companies, showing amounts 
paid by each towards the printing of annual returns, reported 
the following order:

Ordered, That the Treasurer and Receiver-General be 
directed to notify railroad corporations, which have not complied 
with the requirements of chapter 135 of the statutes of 1862, 
that an amount is due from them which they are required to 
pay at once.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Horse 
Railways, to whom was recommitted the Bill concerning the 
Worcester Horse Railroad Company, reported it back in a new 
draft.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers from the Senate.
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons inquire whether 

any, and if any, what measures ought to be taken to provide a 
temporary home for discharged female prisoners.

Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges inquire 
what further legislation is needed to prevent the maintenance 
of Charles River and Warren Bridges becoming a charge upon 
the Treasury.

Severally in concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
To confirm certain acts done by James Gerrish as a Justice 

of the Peace,
In further addition to an Act to provide for the payment of 

bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes ;
Resolves:
In relation to the publication of the General Statutes,
In favor of the Messenger of the Governor and Council,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills: •
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In addition to an Act to incorporate tlic New England Asylum 
for the Blind,

To incorporate the proprietors of the Lyceum Hall and 
Chapel in Marlborough,

To continue in force an act to incorporate the Marlborough 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,

To revive the charter of the Springfield and Longmcadow 
Railroad Corporation, and for other purposes,

To incorporate the Home for Aged Colored M omen,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the two last 

named in concurrence, and the others sent up for concurrence.
Reports, on the abstract of sheriffs’ returns concerning jails 

and houses of correction, and inexpedient on the subject of 
amending section 17 of chapter 138 of the General Statutes, 
were severally accepted.

Bill to repeal sections 40 and 41 of chapter 71 of the General 
Statutes was read, amended and passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence.

Bill in further addition to an act in aid of the families ot 
volunteers, was read and rejected.

Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of 0. A. Coombs 
and others, for the protection of the trout fishery in Marshpee, 
was recommitted to the Committee on Fisheries.

Bill to authorize towns to advance moneys to volunteers, was 
read, and Mr. Brown of Taunton moved to amend it by a sub
stitute Bill. The subject was then passed over until to-morrow.

Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain 
the war therein were read, and Mr. Otheman of Chelsea moved 
to amend them by restoring the second Resolve, struck out at a 
previous stage. On motion of Mr. Burgess of Falmouth, the 
yeas and nays were ordered on the amendment. The subject 
was then laid on the table.

Afterwards, Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, moved to take the 
Resolve from the table, and pending this question the House

Adjourned.

T uesday, March 1, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Slnate.
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