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In addition to an Act to incorporate tlic New England Asylum 
for the Blind,

To incorporate the proprietors of the Lyceum Hall and 
Chapel in Marlborough,

To continue in force an act to incorporate the Marlborough 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company,

To revive the charter of the Springfield and Longmcadow 
Railroad Corporation, and for other purposes,

To incorporate the Home for Aged Colored M omen,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the two last 

named in concurrence, and the others sent up for concurrence.
Reports, on the abstract of sheriffs’ returns concerning jails 

and houses of correction, and inexpedient on the subject of 
amending section 17 of chapter 138 of the General Statutes, 
were severally accepted.

Bill to repeal sections 40 and 41 of chapter 71 of the General 
Statutes was read, amended and passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence.

Bill in further addition to an act in aid of the families ot 
volunteers, was read and rejected.

Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of 0. A. Coombs 
and others, for the protection of the trout fishery in Marshpee, 
was recommitted to the Committee on Fisheries.

Bill to authorize towns to advance moneys to volunteers, was 
read, and Mr. Brown of Taunton moved to amend it by a sub
stitute Bill. The subject was then passed over until to-morrow.

Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to maintain 
the war therein were read, and Mr. Otheman of Chelsea moved 
to amend them by restoring the second Resolve, struck out at a 
previous stage. On motion of Mr. Burgess of Falmouth, the 
yeas and nays were ordered on the amendment. The subject 
was then laid on the table.

Afterwards, Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, moved to take the 
Resolve from the table, and pending this question the House

Adjourned.

T uesday, March 1, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Slnate.
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Petitions.
Mr. Brownell of Westport presented the petition of J. L. 

Anthony and others of Westport, in aid of the petition of J . D. 
Thompson and others.

Mr. Stever of Palmer, the petition of the New Loudon North
ern Railroad Company for leave to cross highways at grade.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.
Mr. Wellington of Charlestown, the petition of Wm. L. Nor- 

cross and 88 others of Charlestown,
Mr. Otis of Worcester, the petition of James Ritchie and 78 

others of Roxbury,
Severally in aid of the petition of Joseph Pratt and others.
Severally referred to the Committee on Horse Railways.
Mr. H. N. Daggett of Attleborough, the petition of Joseph W. 

Capron and others for revival of the charter of the Attleborough 
Resin Gas Light Company, which was referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures.

Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury, the petition of Moses Brown for 
an allowance for services rendered the Gay Head and Christian- 
town Indians, which was referred to the Committee on Claims.

On motion of Mr. Holden of Salem, the petitions of W. S. 
Batchelder and others of Holliston and of Micajah Lunt and 
others of Newburyport, were taken from the table and referred 
to the Committee on the subject of Taxing Corporations.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Clark of Charlton presented the petition of Ycrney Fiske 

and 112 others of Stockbridge,
Also of Lewis E. Capon and 78 others of Charlton ;
Mr. Houghton of Berlin, the petition of R. S. Edes and 54 

others of Bolton ;
Mr. Stan wood of West Newbury, the petition of T. M. Chase 

and 87 others of West Newbury ;
Mr. Taft of Dedham, the petition of C. C. Churchill and 

others of Dedham;
Mr. Crane of Raynham, the petition of C. Gilmore and 83 

others of Raynham;
Mr. Pope of Sandwich, the petition of II. G. 0. Ellis and 138 

others of Sandwich;
Mr. Thomas of Prescott, the petition of Jno. 'I1. Warner and 

37 others of Greenwich ;
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Mi-. Knight of Hardwick, the petition of Orin Trow and 19 
others of Hardwick ;

Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, the petition of Daniel Denney 
and 55 others of Dorchester ;

Mr. Newcomb of Bernardston, the petition of J. K. Brown 
and 40 others of Bernardston,

Severally for a law allowing towns and cities to raise money 
by taxation for recruiting.

Severally laid upon the table.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, 

on the petition of Edward Merrill and others, reported a Bill to 
incorporate the town of Gosnold.

Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, to whom was recommitted the Bill in addition to an 
Act to incorporate the Dighton and Somerset Railroad Com. 
pany, reported the same in a new draft.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Foster of Andover, from the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery, on the petition of Natli’l C. Day, executor, reported 
leave to withdraw.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the order of February 11th, relative to the expenses of 
minor alien paupers committed to the Industrial School for 
Girls and the State Reform School, reported inexpedient to 
legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Bishop of Lawrence, from the Committee on Leave of 

Absence, reported that leave of absence he granted to sundry 
members named, for certain times specified, and the report was 
accepted.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill to alter the time for making the report of the Bank Com

missioners ;
Resolves:
In favor of the city of New Bedford,
In favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down,
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and the Bill was read and ordered to a second reading, and the 
Resolves were read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Ordered, In concurrence, that Messrs. Ware and Barstow of 
the Senate, and Messrs. Smith of Gloucester, Wellington of 
Charlestown, Allen of East Bridgewater, Boyle of Southwick, 
and Crane of Raynham, of the House, be a committee to con
sider the expediency of extending State aid and bounties to 
Massachusetts seamen in the naval service of the United 
States.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The motion of Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, to take from 

the table the Resolves enabling the people of East Tennessee to 
maintain the war therein, was rejected.

Bill to authorize towns to advance moneys to volunteers, was 
read, and amended by adopting a substitute moved by Mr. 
Brown of Taunton, and ordered to a third reading, and the 
rules being suspended, was read a third time, and referred to 
the Committee on Bills in the Third Reading.

Bill concerning dogs owned in Gay Head;
Resolves : In favor of W. H. Luce and Daniel A. Cleaveland,
In favor of certain officers and soldiers of the volunteer 

militia,
In favor of Wm. Leach,
In favor of Jemima Easton,
Granting aid for the suppression of counterfeiting bank bills 

and coin;
Bill concerning the Worcester Horse Railroad Company,
Were severally read, the first, second and third named 

amended, and severally ordered to a third reading.
Bills: To confirm certain acts done by James Gerrish as a 

Justice of the Peace,
In further addition to an Act to provide for the payment of 

bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
Resolves: In favor of the messenger of the Governor and 

Council,
In relation to the publication of the General Statutes,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
23



178 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE,

Order directing the Treasurer to give notice to Railroad Cor
porations of the amount due from them under chapter 135 of 
the Acts of 1862, was adopted.

Adjourned.

W ednesday, March 2,1864.
Met according to adjournment, Mr. Hopkins of Northampton 

in the Chair.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
Mr. Solomon K. Eaton, member elect of the House of Rep

resentatives from the 8th District in the county of Plymouth, 
chosen to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Abner 
Harlow, presented his credentials, was qualified, and took his 
seat.

Petitions.
Mr. Stevens of Haverhill presented the petition of L. M. 

Barker for payment of his salary as Superintendent of Rains- 
ford Island Hospital,

Also of L. M. Barker, Jr., for payment of a sum due him on 
account of labor at Rainsford Island.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.
Mr. Stimpson of Swampscott, the petition of Eben B. Phillips 

and 77 others of Swampscott, in aid of the petition of the Salem 
and South Danvers Railroad, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Horse Railways.

Mr. Brownell of Westport, the petition of R. Macomber and 
others of Westport, in aid of the petition of J. D. Thompson 
and others, which was referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, the memorial of the Boston Board of 
Trade, on the subject of the pleuro-pneumonia, which was 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Turner of Dartmouth presented the petition of Thos. J. 

Weeks and 34 others of Dartmouth,
Mr,. Clark of Orange, the petition of Caleb Mayo and 47 

others of Orange,
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Mr. Brownell of Westport, the petition of H. W. Kirby and 
others of Westport,

Severally for a law allowing towns to raise money by taxation 
for recruiting purposes.

Severally laid xrpon the table.
Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, the petition of J. N. Tolman and 

others, watchmen, employed in the State House, for increase of 
compensation, which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Otheman of Chelsea,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of amending chapter 42 of the General Statutes, 
relating to the employment of children and regulations respect
ing them, so as to render its provisions more effectual.

On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Banks and Banking con

sider the propriety of allowing savings banks to loan money to 
manufacturing and other corporations of this Commonwealth, 
requiring sureties as now required when loaned to individuals. 
Also of permitting such banks to discount paper and take 
interest in advance, as do other banking institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That the Auditor be requested to give, for the infor

mation of the Legislature, answers to the following interroga
tories :

I. What is the amount of the Charles River and Warren 
Bridge Fund now in the Treasury ?

II. How and under what provisions of law was said fund 
raised? How much from tolls and how much from other 
sources ?

III. For what purpose and by what law is it provided that 
said fund and its accumulations shall be held or expended ?

IV. How and in what securities is said fund invested, and 
at what rate of interest ?

V. What has been the annual income of said fund for each 
year since January 1, 1859 ?

VI. What amount has been drawn from said fund or its 
income annually, since January 1, 1859 ?
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VII. What has been the amount of income annually from 
sources other than said fund for each year since January 
1,1859 ?

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Marshall of Lowell, from the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery, on an order concerning the adoption of children, 
reported a Bill in relation to the adoption of children.

Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, on 
the petition of the selectmen and others of Sharon, reported a 
Bill to set off a part of the town of Stoughton and annex the 
same to the town of Sharon.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the petition of the city council of Lynn, reported a 
Bill concerning the Fire Department of the city of Lynn.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 

on the petition of Davis Kingman and others of Northboro’, 
reported a Resolve in favor of Davis Kingman, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Burnham of Haverhill, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, reported that Senate Bill to authorize the record
ing of papers in the Registries of Probate, ought to pass.

Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, from the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, on the petition of the South Reading Branch 
Railroad Company, for leave to unite with the Eastern Railroad 
Company, reported that the same be referred to the next Gen
eral Court.

Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the same Committee, on an 
order of February 9th, relative to the contract between the 
South Reading Branch and Eastern Railroads, reported inexpe
dient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
In relation to the Franklin Cemetery Association,
Concerning Bank Bills,
To incorporate the General Theological Library,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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Bill concerning the Militia, introduced on leave in the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, came down 
and was referred to that committee in concurrence.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on the Asylum 
for Inebriates be authorized to invite Dr. J. Edward Turner, 
Superintendent of the Inebriate Asylum, at Binghamton, New 
York, to appear before them and give them the benefit of his 
investigations and experience.

Overseers o f Harvard College.
At half-past two o’clock, P. M., the subject specially assigned 

for that hour was called, viz. : the election of two members of 
the Board of Overseers of Harvard College, and 

Messrs. Allen of Boston, Loomis of West Springfield, Blanch
ard of Weymouth, Rice of Charlemont, and Lamson of Mt. 
Washington, were appointed a committee to receive, sort, and
count the votes.

And Mr. Allen afterwards reported the 
Whole number of votes, . . • • • 186
Necessary for a choice, . . . . .  94

And that—
Rev. Seth Sweetser of Worcester, had . . 141
Rev. Wm. S. Studley of Boston, had . . 148
Rev. T. B. Thayer of Boston, 39
Hon. Geo. M. Brooks of Concord, . . .  38

Messrs. Sweetser and Studley were declared elected, and the 
Clerk was charged with a message to the Senate to that effect.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
To incorporate the town of Gosnold,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Digliton and Somer

set Railroad Company,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Reports:
Leave to withdraw, on petition of Nathaniel C. Day, executor, 

and
Inexpedient, on an order relative to the expenses of minor 

alien paupers, committed to the Industrial School for Girls, &c., 
were severally accepted.
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Resolves:
In favor of Wm. H. Luce and Daniel A. Cleaveland,
In favor of Wm. Leach,
In favor of Jemima Easton,
Were severally read, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Adjourned.

T hursday, March 3, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Engrossed Bills :
To incorporate the Wellfleet Insurance Company,
Concerning the observance of the Lord’s Day,
To revive the charter of the Springfield and Longmeadow 

Railroad Corporation and for other purposes,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
To cede jurisdiction to the United States over Long Point, in 

Provincetown Harbor,
To incorporate the Mansfield and Somerset Railroad Company, 
In further addition to an Act to provide for the payment of 

bounties to volunteers and for other purposes,
To incorporate the Home for Aged Colored Women,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In relation to the publication of the General Statutes,
In favor of the Messenger of the Governor and Council, 
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
In favor of Nelly Joseph,
In favor of the district of Marslipee,
In relation to Drainage for the State Arsenal,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Preston of Danvers presented the petition of Augustus 

Mudge and 16 others of Danvers, in aid of the petition of the
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Salem and South Danvers Railroad Company, to extend their 
road to Danvers, which was referred to the Committee on Horse 
Railways.

Mr. Spooner of Boston, the petition of W. B. Spooner & Co. 
and 82 others, in aid of the application of the Boston and 
Lowell and other railroads for consolidation, which was referred 
to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the petition of John L. Hollings- 

head, for confirmation of his Acts as a commissioner, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, the petition of Clias. W. Worcester 
and 44 others of Clinton, for a law allowing towns to raise 
money by taxation for the purposes of recruiting, which was 
laid on the table.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell,—
Ordered, That the special Committee on the subject of taxing 

corporations inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the more equitable taxation of incomes derived from property 
not taxable by the law of the Commonwealth.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Foster of Andover,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 

the expediency of providing for the framing of issues in cases 
to be tried by a jury.

On motion of Mr. Cheever of Chelsea,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of granting authority to towns and cities to remove 
paupers to the State Almshouses.

On motion of Mr. Brownell of Westport,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, consider the 

expediency of providing by law a State bounty for all persons 
liable to draft, who shall furnish acceptable substitutes, agreeably 
to the 4th section of the Act of Congress to amend an Act for 
enrolling and calling out the national forces and for other 
purposes; or to authorize towns to raise a specific sum to be 
used by their own citizens for the same purpose and under the 
same provisions.
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Reports of Committees.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on 

an order of January 23d, reported a Bill in relation to the 
agents of foreign insurance companies.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the estimate of the treasurer of the expenses 
of his office for 186-1, reported a Resolve authorizing the appoint
ment of a 2d assistant clerk in the State Treasurer’s office.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the Committee on 

Finance, reported back to the House the Resolve in favor of 
Davis Kingman.

Mr. Lane of Boston, from the same committee, reported back 
the Senate Resolve in favor of the city of New Bedford.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, reported 
back the Senate Resolve in favor of the State Almshouse at 
Tewksbury.

Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 
Claims, reported leave to withdraw on the petition of John S. 
D’Arcy.

Mr. Houghton of Bolton, from the Committee on Military 
Bounties and State Aid, reported leave to withdraw on the peti
tions of A. II. H. Holbrook and others, and S. W. Richardson 
and others.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petition of the selectmen of Hingham, reported 
a Resolve in favor of the town of Hingham, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the Committee on Finance, on 
the petition of J. N. Tolman and others, reported that the same 
should be referred to the Committee on the State House.

Accepted, and the petition referred accordingly, and sent up 
for concurrence.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, on an 
order of February 25tli, concerning Bank Taxes, reported that 
the same should be referred to the Committee on Banks and 
Banking.

Accepted, and the order referred accordingly, and sent up 
for concurrence.
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Mr. Clark of Amherst, oil leave, introduced Resolves in favor 
of an expedition for the exploration of Eastern Asia, which 
were read and referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Fitz of Gloucester, on leave, introduced a Resolve for a 
survey of the harbor of Gloucester and to establish a channel 
line therein, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of the Trustees of the Mt. Holyoke Seminary was 

referred to the Committee on Education.
Petition of John M. Seely and others, selectmen of Great 

Barrington, and others, for a license law, was referred to a Com
mittee on the Enforcement of the Liquor Law.

Severally in concurrence.
Ordered, In concurrence, that Messrs. Frost, Battles and 

Williams of the Senate, and Messrs. Stone of Waltham, Bisbee 
of Worthington, and Burnham of Essex, of the House, be a 
committee of conference on the subject matter of difference 
between the two houses in relation to the choice of Overseers of 
Harvard College.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs be authorized to appoint a suitable person to inspect the 
books of the Proprietors of the Salem and South Danvers Aque
duct, in accordance with section 3 of their Acts of incorpora
tion, passed March 9, 1797.

Bill, making ajjpropriations to meet certain expenditures 
authorized in the year 1863 and previous years, and for other 
purposes, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, 
with an amendment, came down, and was considered, and the 
amendment was concurred in.

Bills :
Concerning the compensation of the Secretary of the Board 

of Education and the agent or agents, of said board,
For supplying the city of Worcester with pure water,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read, and the first was referred to the Com
mittee on Finance, and the second to the Committee on the 
J  udiciary.

24
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Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
To alter the time for making the report of the Bank Com

missioners,
To authorize the recording of papers in the registries of 

probate,
To incorporate the General Theological Library,
In relation to the Franklin Cemetery Association,
Concerning the Fire Department of the city of Lynn,
In relation to the adoption of children,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Reports, reference to the next General Court on the petition 

of the South Reading Branch Railroad, and
Inexpedient, on an order relative to the contract between the 

South Reading Branch and Eastern Railroads,
Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Bills :
To authorize towns to raise money for recruiting purposes 

and to advance bounties to volunteers,
Concerning the Worcester Horse Railroad Company, 
Concerning dogs owned in Gay Head,
In addition to an act to incorporate the Dighton and Somerset 

Railroad Company;
Resolves:
Granting aid for the suppression of counterfeiting bank bills 

and coin,
In favor of certain officers and soldiers of the volunteer 

militia,
Were severally read, the first and second named amended, 

and the first named also amended in the title, and severally 
passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Bill to set off a part of the town of Stoughton, and annex 
the same to the town of Sharon, was read, but no question was 
taken thereon.

Adjourned.
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F riday, March 4, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
The Chair appointed Mr. Eaton of Mattapoisett a member of 

the Committee on the State House, to fill the vacancy upon 
that committee, occasioned by the death of Mr. Abner Harlow.

On motion of Mr. Borden of ta ll River,
Ordered, That when the House adjourn to-morrow, it adjourn 

until Tuesday at 2 o’clock, P. M.
Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton,—
Ordered, That when the House adjourn this day, it adjourn 

until Tuesday at 2 o’clock, P. M.
Notice was received from the Senate that the House Bill lim

iting the time in all cases for the validity of proxies had been 
rejected by the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury presented the petition of Edwin 

Mayberry for an allowance for services rendered the Chappe- 
quiddic Indians,

Also of B. C. Marchant, Guardian of the Chappequiddic and 
Christiantown Indians, for an allowance for expenses incurred 
in making provision for one of the Christiantown tribe.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, the memorial of the State Board of 

Agriculture, respecting the Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Houghton of Bolton, the petition of Cephas Houghton 
and 58 others of Harvard for a law requiring the immediate 
organization of the enrolled militia, which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Cutler of Boston, the petition of S. R. Spaulding and 
Sons and 77 others in aid of the application ol the Boston and 
Lowell and other railroads for authority to consolidate, which 
was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Otheman of Chelsea, the petition of the Boston Society 
for the Prevention of Pauperism, for leave to take and hold 
real and personal estate, which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Charitable Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Orders.
Ou motion of Mr. Scudder of Dorchester,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs consider 

what further legislation is necessary, if any, in relation to 
express companies.

On motion of Mr. Cook of Milford,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs consider 

the expediency of providing for a commissioner or board of 
commissioners, to have supervision of the claims of the widows 
and orphans and other claimants of deceased soldiers, so that 
such shall secure their legal rights, both under the laws of this 
Commonwealth and of the United States, readily and without 
expense.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Holden of Salem,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance inquire if any leg

islation is necessary in order to correct the typographical error 
on page 128 of the printed edition of the General Statutes.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the expe

diency of providing by statute the exact amount that shall be 
allowed as mileage from each town and city in the Common
wealth.

On motion of Mr. Roney of Lynn,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing consider the expe

diency ot providing by law that the reports, public documents, 
&c., of the various commissioners and departments of the Com
monwealth be made hereafter to the General Court on or before 
the loth of February in each year.

A communication was received from the Auditor, in reply to 
an order ol the House of March 2d, in relation to Charles 
River and Warren Bridges, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Roads and Bridges, and sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan

tile Affairs, on the petition of Eldridge and Stetson, reported a 
Bill to authorize Luther Eldridge and Philip Stetson to extend 
their wharf in Chatham.
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Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on the petition of John S. Hollingshead reported a Bill 
to confirm certain acts of John S. Hollingshead as a Commis
sioner of Deeds.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that Senate Bill for supplying the city of 
Worcester with pure water ought to pass.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 
to whom was recommitted the petition of Nathan Durfee and 
others for an amendment? of the charter of the Bristol County 
Central Agricultural Society, reported that the petitioners have 
leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 

on so much of the Governor's Address as relates to pleuio- 
pneumonia, and on various petitions and memorials on the same 
subject, reported a Resolve concerning contagious diseases 
among cattle.

Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was recommitted the petition of Levi Baker, reported 
a Resolve in favor of Levi Baker.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of J. C. Converse and others in aid of the applica

tion of the Boston and Lowell and other railroads for authority 
to consolidate, was referred in concurrence to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions consider the propriety of abolishing the 
present State Almshouse system.

Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the United States 
Steamship Company, introduced on leave in the Senate, came 
down, and was referred in concurrence to the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs.

Bill to secure the rights of parties in the trial of causes, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was 
read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to set off a part of the town of Stoughton and annex the 

same to the town of Sharon was rejected.
Bills:
Concerning Bank Bills,
In relation to the agents of foreign insurance companies ; 
Resolves:
In favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury,
Authorizing the appointment of a second assistant clerk in 

the State treasurer’s office,
In favor of Davis Kingman,
In favor of the city of New Bedford,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports :
Leave to withdraw on the petitions of
S. W. Richardson and others, and A. H. Holbrook and others, 
And of John S. D’Arcy,
Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Bills:
To incorporate the town of Gosnold,
Concerning the Fire Department of the city of Lynn,
To incorporate the General Theological Library,
In relation to the Franklin Cemetery Association,
To authorize the recording of papers in the Registries of 

Probate,
In relation to the adoption of children,
To alter the time for making the report of the Bank Com

missioners,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the third, 

fourth, fifth and seventh named in concurrence, and the others 
sent up for concurrence.

Air. Holden of Salem moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the Resolve granting aid for the suppression of counter
feiting bank bills and coin was yesterday passed to be engrossed. 

Without taking any question the House 
Adjourned.
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T uesday, March 8, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of , Mr. Hopkins of Northampton the vote by 

which the Bill to set off a part of the town of Stoughton and 
annex the same to the town of Sharon was on Friday rejected, 
was reconsidered, and the Bill was ordered to a third reading.

Petitions.
Mr. Loomis of West Springfield presented the petitions of Wm. 

Birnie and 372 others, James Stillman and 110 others, David 
A. Adams and 374 others, James F. Chamberlain and 94 others, 
severally of Springfield,

J. N. Bagg and 30 others, Aaron Bagg and 254 others, Simeon 
Dickinson and 38 others, severally of West Springfield,

H. T. Wood and 38 others, W. II. Walcott and 31 others of 
Agawam,

Wm. G. Bates and 118 others, J. M. Mosely and 70 others 
of Westfield,

George L. Wright and 33 others of Mittineague,
Watson E. Boise and 12 others of Blandford,
E. II. Ball and 63 others of Holyoke,
Horace Hills and 20 others of Longmeadow,
Martin K. Bates and 67 others of Granville,
Varnum N. Taylor and 72 others of Chicopee,
R. W. Kellogg and 122 others of Southwick,
Severally that the bridge between Springfield and West 

Springfield may be made free, or that the tolls may be reduced.
Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
Mr. Ranney of Boston, the petitions of George Wilkins and 

244 others of Boston,
S. C. Arnold and 242 others of Boston,
Severally in aid of the petition of Joseph Pratt and others.
Severally referred to the Committee on Horse Railways.
Mr. Brown of Salem, the memorial of Francis Peabody and 

246 others of Salem, asking that the Salem and South 1 ianvers 
Aqueduct Company may be empowered to furnish a greater 
supply of water;

Mr. Richardson of Lynn, the remonstrance of the mayor and
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aldermen of Lynn against the petition of the Salem Aqueduct 
Company.

Severally referred to the Committee on Mercantile Affairs ;
Also, the remonstrance of Nehemiah Berry of Lynn against 

the petition of the Salem Aqueduct Company, which was 
referred to the same committee.

Mr. Brown of Lynn, the petition of Increase N. Emerton for 
a pension, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petition of P. W. Lincoln, Jr. 
and others, a committee of the city government of Boston, for 
an amendment of the Act incorporating the overseers of the 
poor of the town of Boston, which was referred to a special 
committee, which the Speaker took time to appoint.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Underwood of Dennis, the petitions of Z. H. Small and 

Chester Snow, a committee of the town of Harwich, and of 
Joseph K. Baker, Jr. and 50 others of Dennis ;

Mr. Burnham of Essex, the petition of Norman Story and 
133 others of Essex,

Severally that towns may be allowed to raise money by taxa
tion for recruiting pui’poses.

Severally laid upon the table.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Little of South Danvers,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs consider 

the expediency of regulating the sale of salt by weight.
On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals con

sider the expediency of amending an Act to incorporate the 
Fall River and Warren Railroad, passed in 1857, so as to require 
said company to maintain a draw in both of their contemplated 
bridges over the navigable waters of Lee’s and Cole’s River in 
Swanzey.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Marshall of Lowell,—
Ordered, I hat the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any further legislation is necessary to provide for taking
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the affidavits, depositions and acknowledgments of deeds of 
persons in the military and naval service of the United States.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Marrett of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 

and Chancery, on an order of January 28th, reported a Bill in 
relation to the sale of real estate under license of court.

Mr. Dewey of Williamstown from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, on the petition of the Spring-field and Farmington 
Yalley Railroad, reported a Bill to extend the time for the loca
tion and construction of the Springfield and Farmington Yalley 
Railroad.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the Resolve in favor of Levi Baker, reported 
it in a new draft, entitled a Resolve in favor of Levi Baker and 
others.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, reported 

back the Resolve concerning contagious diseases among cattle, 
with an amendment.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, reported 
back the Resolve in favor of the town of Hingliam.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the same committee, reported 
back the Senate Bill concerning the compensation of the Secre
tary of the Board of Agriculture, and the agent or agents of 
said Board, with an amendment.

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported that Senate Bill to secure the rights of 
parties in the trial of causes, ought to pass.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported that the Resolve relating to an abstract of the census, 
ought not to pass.

Also, inexpedient to legislate on an order of March 4th, con
cerning an error in the printed edition of the General Statutes, 
(the necessary correction having already been made in the 
stereotype plates.)

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, on leave, introduced a Bill 

concerning the indebtedness of towns and cities, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

25
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Papers from the Senate.
Hie annual report of the managers of the Massachusetts 

Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, was referred in concurrence 
to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Clerk of the Senate notify 
Henry P. French and D. W. Lincoln of their election as Trus
tees of the Agricultural College.

A message from the Governor transmitting a report of Com
missioners on the subject of Insanity, was referred in concur
rence to a joint special committee, consisting of Messrs. Loud, 
Baker, and Brimmer, of the Senate, with such as the House 
might join ; and the Speaker took time for the appointment.

Bill in relation to railroad passes to members of the Legisla
ture came from the Senate, referred to a joint special committee 
consisting of Messrs. Sanborn, Clark, and Gardner of the 
Senate, and such as the House might join. The House, on 
motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, non-concurred, and the Bill 
was returned to the Senate.

Bill to authorize towns to raise money for monuments, passed 
to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The House refused to reconsider the vote by which it passed 

to be engrossed, the Resolve granting aid for the suppression of 
counterfeiting bank bills and coin, and the Resolve was sent up 
for concurrence.

Bills:
To authorize Luther Eldridge and Philip Stetson to extend 

their wharf in Chatham,
To confirm certain acts done by John S. Hollingshead as a 

Commissioner of Deeds,
For supplying the city of Worcester with pure water,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Report:
Leave to withdraw on the petitions of Nathan Durfee and 

others, and of parties in aid of the same, for an amendment of 
the charter of the Bristol County Central Agricultural Society, 
was accepted and sent up for concurrence.
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Bills:
In relation to the agents of foreign insurance companies, 
Concerning Bank Bills ;
Resolves:
In favor of the State almshouse at Tewksbury,
Authorizing the appointment of a second assistant clerk in 

the Treasurer’s office,
In favor of Davis Kingman,
In favor of the city of New Bedford,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed ; the second, 

third and sixth named in concurrence, and the others sent up 
for concurrence.

Engrossed Bills :
To confirm certain acts done by James Gerrish as a justice of 

the peace,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
To authorize Abner L. Bayley to maintain and extend a wharf 

in Amesbury,
In addition to an act to establish the city of Newburyport,
To incorporate the Westfield Athenaeum,
Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures author

ized in the year 1863 and previous years, and for other 
purposes,

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate. 
Engrossed Resolve:
In favor of the Chappequiddic and Christiantown Indians, 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

W ednesday, March 9, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Eaton of Mattapoisett, the petition of the 

town of Rochester for an Act defining the town line between
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that town and Wareham, was taken from the files of the House 
of 1863, (having been referred to this General Court,) and was 
referred to the Committee on Towns, and sent up for con
currence.

On motion of Mr. Cheever of Chelsea, the House reconsidered 
the vote by which it refused to coneur with the Senate in refer
ring to a joint special committee the Bill in relation to railroad 
passes to members of the Legislature. The House then con
curred in the reference, and Messrs. Cheever of Chelsea, Allen 
of Boston, Brown of Seekonk, Newcomb of Bernardston, and 
Vose of Fitchburg, were joined to the Senate portion of the 
committee.

Messrs. Ranney of Boston, Clark of Charlton, Newhall of 
Saugus, Clark of Orange, and McCarthy of Boston, were 
appointed on the part of the House members of the joint special 
committee on the petition of F. W. Lincoln, Jr., and others, 
of Boston, presented yesterday.

Messrs. Kimball of Boston, Jennings of Richmond, Lothrop 
of Taunton, Conant of Topsfield, Gaylord of New Marlborough, 
Barker of Quincy, and Perkins of Plympton, were joined to the 
Senate portion of the joint special committee to whom was 
referred the message of the Governor transmitting the report of 
the Commissioners on the subject of Insanity.

Mr. Clark of Amherst obtained leave to introduce a Bill to 
revive the charter of the Amherst Branch Railroad and for 
other purposes, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals, and sent up for concurrence.

Petitions.
Mr. Loomis of West Springfield presented the petitions of H. 

B. Stevens and 61 others of Westfield, and of Joseph C. Par
sons and 13 others of Agawam and Holyoke, severally that the 
bridge between Springfield and West Springfield may be made 
free, or the tolls reduced.

Severally referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.
Mr. Lothrop of launton, the petition of Allen Presbrey and 

64 others of launton tor the establishment of a hospital for 
inebriates, which was referred to the committee on that subject.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, the petition of I. F. Conkey and
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others for a savings bank in Amherst, which was referred to the 
Committee on Banks and Banking.

Mr. Allen of Boston, the petition of George C. Richardson 
and 55 others of Boston in aid of the petition of the Boston and 
Lowell and other railroads for leave to consolidate, which was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Ranney of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture consider 

whether any, and what, further legislation is necessary to punish 
fraud in the sale of adulterated milk.

On motion of Mr. Loomis of West Springfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges consider 

the expediency of making the bridge over the Connecticut River 
between Springfield and West Springfield a free bridge, and to 
ascertain whether the proprietors of the Springfield Bridge have 
complied with the provisions of their Act of incorporation ; and 
that the committee be authorized to send for persons and papers.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, consider 

whether any legislation is necessary in relation to the powers 
and duties of police officers and watchmen.

On motion of Mr. Lothrop of Taunton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chancery con

sider the expediency of providing by statute that Registers of 
Probate and Insolvency may issue warrants for inventories.

A communication was received from the Treasurer in reply 
to an order of Feb. 11th, relative to the loan of the credit 
of the State to the Eastern Railroad, which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance.

jReports of Committees.
Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Horse 

Railways, on an order of January 19th, reported a Bill concern
ing street railway corporations, which was read and ordered to 
a second reading.
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Mr. Whitney of Winchendon from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Franklin Morgan, reported a Resolve in favor 
of Franklin Morgan, which was read and referred to the Com
mittee on Finance.

Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on an order of February 27th, relative to the jurisdic
tion of trial justices, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Petitions.
Mr. Thomas of Prescott, presented the petitions of Wales 

Aldrich and 23 others, and Charles Hodgkin and 43 others, 
severally of Prescott;

Mr. Eldridge of Yarmouth, the petition of Isaac Myrick, Jr., 
and 60 others of Yarmouth,

Severally that towns may be authorized to raise money by 
taxation, for recruiting purposes.

Severally laid upon the table.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Franklin Haven and 144 others of Boston, in 

favor of the union of the Boston and Worcester and Western 
Railroads, was referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals.

The petition of the city of Boston, by the mayor, for reim
bursement of money paid to the militia called into service 
under section 134, chapter 13 of the General Statutes, was 
referred to the Committee on Military Claims.

Severally in concurrence.
Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the New England 

Asylum for the Blind, passed to be engrossed in concurrence in 
the Senate, with amendments, including an amendment to the 
title, making it “ An Act concerning the Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind,” came down and was con
sidered, and the amendments were concurred in.

Bill making appropriations from the moiety of the income of 
the school fund applicable to educational purposes ;

Resolve in favor of the family of Charles Allen, deceased,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down,
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and were severally read and referred to tlie Committee on 
Finance.

Report, leave to withdraw on the petition of James Hayes, 
accepted in the Senate, came down and was placed in the Orders 
of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill concerning the compensation of the Secretary of the 

Board of Education, and the agent or agents of said Board,
Resolve concerning contagious diseases among cattle ;
Bills:
In relation to the sale of real estate under license of court,
To extend the time for the location and construction of the 

Springfield and Farmington Valley Railroad,
To secure the rights of parties in the trial of causes,
To authorize towns to raise money for monuments ;
Resolves :
In favor of Levi Baker and others,
In favor of the town of Hingham,
Were severally read, the two first named amended, and sev

erally ordered to a third reading.
Resolve relating to an abstract of the census, was, in accord

ance with the report of the Committee on Finance, rejected.
Report inexpedient, on an order relative to a typographical 

error in the General Statutes, was recommitted to the Commit
tee on Finance, with instructions further to consider the subject, 
and report whether any loss has accrued to the Commonwealth 
in consequence of said typographical error, and whether the 
same can be recovered.

Bills :
To set off a part of the town of Stoughton and annex the 

same to the town of Sharon,
To authorize Luther Eldridge and Philip Stetson to extend 

their wharf in Chatham,
To confirm certain acts of John S. Hollingsliead as a Com

missioner of Deeds,
For supplying the city of Worcester with pure water,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally
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passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence, except the 
last named, which was in concurrence.

Adjourned.

T hursday, March 10, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Townsend of Bellingham, a 

member of the House.
The aggregates of polls, property, taxes, &c., as assessed, May 

1, 1868, were received from the Secretary of the Common
wealth, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Petitions.
Mr. Marston of Barnstable, presented the petition of Matthias 

Hinckley and others of Barnstable, for the right to erect a fish 
wier on the flats in Barnstable Harbor, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Fisheries.

Mr. Story of Rockport, the petition of Josiali Haskell and 140 
others of Rockport, for a law authorizing the payment of 
bounties to seamen, which was referred to the joint special com
mittee on that subject.

Mr. Wentworth oi Lowell, the petition of James B. Francis 
and 82 others of Lowell, in aid of the petition of the Boston 
and Lowell and other railroads for leave to consolidate, which 
was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Fitz of Gloucester, the remonstrance of Daniel Gaffney 

and others ol Gloucester, against the petition of James Davis, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Waltham,—
Oldered, tha t the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency oi fui thcr legislation authorizing the adjustment of 
controversies as to the estates of persons deceased, by arbitra
tion or compromise in certain cases.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Boston,—



THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 1864. 201

Ordered, That the Auditor ascertain of the draw-tenders of 
Charles River and Warren Bridges, and inform the House as to 
the number of bills contracted on account of said bridges the 
past year, what each bill was for, how much was for stock 
and how much for labor, and where said work was done, and 
if any bills have been paid this year, due previous to 1863, the 
amount thereof, and how long said bills have been standing.

Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, on leave, introduced a bill to 
revive the charter of the Hanover Branch Railroad Company, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, and sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred Senate Bill making appropriations from the 
moiety of the income of ,tlie school fund applicable to educa
tional purposes, reported the same in a new draft.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, on an order of March 9th, reported a Bill relating to 
police officers and watchmen.

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the same committee, on an 
order of February 17th, reported a Bill concerning the assess
ment of taxes.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading;.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 

to whom was referred a Resolve in favor of an expedition for 
the exploration of Eastern Asia, reported that it ought to pass.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported that the Bill concerning the indebtedness of towns and 
cities ought not to pass.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back to the House the Resolve in favor of Franklin 
Morgan.

Mr. Farlow of Newton, from the same committee, reported 
back the Resolve in favor of the family of Charles Allen, 
deceased.

Mr. White of North Bridgewater, from the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges on the petition of J. N. Bagg and others for 
the freedom of the bridge between Springfield and West Spring- 
field, or a reduction of tolls, reported leave to withdraw.

26
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Mr. Lotlirop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military- 
Claims, on the petition of Charles H. Manning, reported leave 
to withdraw.

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on the petition of Horatio Williams and others 
reported leave to withdraw.

Also, on an order of February 4th, relative to the laws of 
settlement, inexpedient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 

on the petition of Barnard C. Marchant for allowance for 
expenses in making provision for one of the Christiantown 
Indians, reported a Resolve in favor of Barnard C. Marchant.

Mr. Stimson of Boston, from the same committee, on the 
petition of Moses Brown, a Resolve in favor of Moses Brown.

Mr. Converse of Woburn, from the same committee, on the 
petition of Edwin Mayberry, a Resolve in favor of Edwin May
berry.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Edward S. Tobey and 63 others, in aid of the 

petition of the Boston and Lowell and other railroads, was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

The petition of the selectmen of Mattapoisett for reimburse
ment of aid afforded to the family of Ebenezer Tripp was 
referred to the Committee on Military Bounties and State Aid.

Severally in concurrence.
Ordered, In concurrence, that the Clerk of the Senate give 

notice to Hon. Stephen M. Weld of Roxbury, David H. Mason, 
Esq. of Newton, and Francis Cogswell, Esq. of Andover, that 
they have been duly elected Overseers of Harvard College, for 
a term of six years. Also, to Reuben T. Robinson, Esq. of 
Winchester, that he has been duly elected an Overseer of Har
vard College to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
Rev. E. W. Clark. Also, to the Secretary of the Board of Over
seers of the election of the above-named gentlemen.

Bill to ratify certain acts of the Governor and Council, and 
to increase the Union Fund, passed to be engrossed in concur-
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rence with an amendment, came down, and was considered, and 
the amendment was concurred in.

Bills:
To incorporate the North Adams Water Company,
Relating to recording marriage contracts,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read, and the first named was ordered to a 
second reading, and the second was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill concerning street railway corporations was passed over 

until to-morrow.
Reports (inexpedient) relative to the jurisdiction of trial jus

tices, and
(Leave to withdraw) on the petition of James Hayes, were 

accepted, the last named in concurrence.
Bill to secure the rights of parties in the trial of causes was 

read, amended, and rejected. Mr. Holden of Salem gave 
notice that he should move a reconsideration.

Bills:
To authorize towns to raise money for monuments, 
Concerning the compensation of the Secretary of the Board 

of Education and the agent or agents of said Board,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Bills :
In relation to sale of real estate under license of court,
To extend the time for the location and construction of the 

Springfield and Farmington Yalley Railroad ;
Resolves:
In favor of Levi Baker and others,
In favor of the town of Hingham,
Concerning contagious diseases among cattle,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown, the Bill to unite the 

Eastern Railroad Company with the Eastern Railroad in New 
Hampshire, was taken from the table and placed in the Orders 
of the Day for to-morrow.
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Engrossed Bills :
In relation to the Franklin Cemetery Association,
To authorize the recording of papers in the Registries of 

Probate,
To alter the time for making the report of the Bank Com

missioners,
To incorporate the General Theological Library,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To continue in force an Act to incorporate the Marlborough 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
(Which originated in the House of Representative,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolve:
In favor of certain officers and soldiers of the Volunteer 

Militia,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

F riday, March 11, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
Mr. Stone of Montague, was excused from serving on the 

Committee on Military Affairs, and Mr. Foster of Andover, was 
appointed in his place.

Mr. Holden of Salem, moved a reconsideration of the vote-, 
by which the Bill to secure the rights of parties in the trial of 
causes, was yesterday rejected.

On motion of Mr. Smith of Gloucester, the motion was laid 
upon the table; but afterwards, on motion of Mr. Allen of Bos
ton, was taken from the table, and placed in the Orders of the 
Day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Almy of New Bedford, the Resolve for the 
appointment of Commissioners, on the subject of a Metropoli
tan Police, referred by the House of Representatives in 1863, 
to the present General Court, was taken from the files, and
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referred to the joint special committee on the enforcement of 
the Liquor Law, and sent up for concurrence.

Petitions.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, presented the petition of George 

L. Cady, to be paid for military services, which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Pike of Amesbury, the remonstrance of B. F. Sargent 
and 211 others of Amesbury, against the union of the towns of 
Amesbury and Salisbury, which was referred to the Committee 
on Towns.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, the petition of Jonathan Day 

and others, for an increase of fees upon writs and executions, 
&c., which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture consider 

whether the interest of Agriculture would materially suffer, if 
bounties to agricultural societies as authorized by law, were for 
a season suspended.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Holden of Salem,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider what 

legislation is necessary in order to secure to the parties a right 
of trial by jury, in case of an appeal from the decisions of the 
Court of Insolvency, granting or refusing a certificate of dis
charge to an insolvent debtor.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Marston of Barnstable, from the Committee on Prisons, 

on the petition of P. J. Stone, Mayor of Charlestown, reported 
a Bill concerning the city of Charlestown, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading,

Mr. Otheman of Chelsea, from the Committee on Education, 
on an order of February 27th, concerning the maintenance of 
High Schools by towns, reported that the subject should be 
referred to the next General Court.
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Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on 
the petition of Patrick Donahoe and others, reported leave to 
withdraw for want of the legal proof of notice.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee on Banks and 

Banking on the petition of I. F. Conkey and others, reported 
leave to withdraw for want of proper notice.

On motion of Mr. Clark of Amherst, the report was recom
mitted with instructions to hear the parties.

Mr. Williams of Worcester, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, on so much of the Governor’s Address 
as relates to deaf mutes, reported a Resolve relating to the sup
port of deaf mutes in the asylum at Hartford, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
The Petition of Charles B. Rogers and 21 others, in favor of 

the petition of the Suffolk Railroad Company, was referred to 
the Committee on Horse Railways.

The petition of Thomas B. Hitchcock, to be paid for services 
as assistant-surgeon of the Forty-Second Regiment, was referred 
to the Committee on Military Claims.

The petition of James M. Beebe & Co. and others, in aid of 
the petition of the Boston and Lowell and other railroads, was 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Severally in concurrence.
Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Military 

Affairs inquire and report whether any legislation is necessary to 
secure to towns their rights in regard to the filling of their 
several quotas, as affected by the re-enlistment of veteran 
soldiers.

Bills :
To confirm the doings of the Salem Savings Bank,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the American Steamship 

Company,
Severally introduced on leave in the Senate, came down and 

were severally read and referred in concurrence, the first to 
the Committee on Banks and Banking and the second to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs.
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Bill to incorporate the proprietors of the Lyceum Hall and 
Chapel in Marlborough, passed to be engrossed in concurrence 
in the Senate, with amendments, came down and was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Reports, leave to withdraw on the several petitions of Mary 
McGrath, and reference to the next General Court on the peti
tion of Seth Crowell and others, severally accepted in the 
Senate, came down and were severally placed in the Orders of 
the Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill concerning street railway corporations was amended and 

specially assigned for further consideration on Monday, March 
14th, at 2J o’clock, P. M.

Bill concerning the indebtedness of towns and cities was 
rejected.

Bill to unite the Eastern Railroad Company with the Eastern 
Railroad in New Hampshire, and

Report, (inexpedient) on an order relative to aliens acquiring 
a settlement,

Were severally laid upon the table.
Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of H. Williams and 

others, was accepted.
Afterwards, Mr. Cheever of Chelsea, moved a reconsideration 

of the vote by which it was accepted, and the motion was con
sidered and rejected.

Report (leave to withdraw) on the petition of J. N. Bagg 
and others was, on motion of Mr. Loomis of West Springfield, 
recommitted to the Committee on Roads and Bridges, with 
instructions to hear the parties.

Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of Charles H. Man
ning, was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Bills:
Concerning the assessment of taxes,
Relating to police officers and watchmen,
Making appropriations from the moiety of the school fund 

applicable to educational purposes,
To incorporate the North Adams Water Company;
Resolves:
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In favor of Franklin Morgan, .
In favor of the family of Charles Allen, deceased,
In favor of an expedition for the exploration of Eastern Asia, 
"Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.

Engrossed Resolves :
In favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
In relation to certain expenses of the Attorney-General,
In favor of the Marshpee schools,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

Saturday, March 12, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Sturtevant of Springfield presented the petition of 

Charles R. Ladd and 60 others of Springfield,
Mr. Cobum of Hopkinton, the petition of J. W. Spooner and 

80 others of Ashland,
Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, the petition of Thomas Wilson 

and 28 others of Stoughton,
Severally in aid of the petitions for the establishment of a 

hospital for inebriates.
Severally referred to the committee on that subject.
Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, the petition of the Berkshire Life 

Insurance Company for an amendment of its charter, which 
was referred to the Committee on Insurance.

Mr. Marston of Banstable, the petition of Henry E. 
McCollum to be paid for services as physician and surgeon to 
destitute Indians, which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims.

Mr. Handley of Acton, the petition of Peter C. Edwards and 
others of Littleton for the immediate organization of the militia, 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.
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Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Story of Rockport, the petition of James Manning and 

others of Rockport,
Mr. Thomas of Prescott, the petition of Wright Bridgeman 

and 80 others of Belchertown,
Mr. Barnes of Beckett, the petition of the selectmen of Hins

dale,
Severally for a law allowing towns to raise money by taxation 

for recruiting purposes.
Severally laid upon the table.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That the use of the hall of the House be granted 

to the Committee on Railways and Canals, for a hearing on the 
petitions for consolidation of the Western and Boston and Wor
cester Railroads, on Tuesday, March 15th, at 9|- o’clock, A. M.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Marston of Barnstable, from the Committee on Prisons, 

to whom was referred the Annual Report of the Inspectors of 
the State Prison, reported a Resolve to meet present liabilities 
and deficiencies of the State Prison during the current year.

Mr. Otis of Roxbury, from the Committee on Education, on 
the petition of the Gay Head Indians reported a Resolve in 
favor of schools among the Indians of Gay Head.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill concerning annual meetings of Savings Banks, introduced 

on leave in the Senate, came down and was referred in concur
rence to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

Resolve in favor of the Washington Home Guard, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The House refused to reconsider the vote by which the Bill 

27
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to secure the rights of parties in the trial of causes, was on 
Thursday rejected.

Bill concerning the city of Charlestown, was read and 
specially assigned for consideration on Thursday, March 17th, 
at half-past two o’clock, P. M.

Resolve in favor of Franklin Morgan was read and recom
mitted to the Committee on Claims.

Reports :
Reference to the next General Court, on the order relative to 

the maintenance of High Schools by towns,
Leave to withdraw on petition of Patrick Donahoe and 

others,
Reference to the next General Court, on the petition of Seth 

Crowell and others,
Leave to withdraw on petition of Mary McGrath,
Were severally accepted, the last two in concurrence, and the 

first two sent up for concurrence.
Bills :
Concerning the assessment of taxes,
Relating to police officers and watchmen,
Making appropriations from the moiety of the income of the 

School Fund applicable to educational purposes ;
Resolves in favor of an expedition for the exploration of 

Eastern Asia,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bill to incorporate the North Adams Water Company;
Resolve in favor of the family of Charles Allen, deceased,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Adjourned.

Monday, March 14, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Speaker presented the memorial of the Worcester Central 

District Temperance Union against the passage of a license law,
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which was referred to the Special Committee oil the Liquor 
Law,

Mr. Handley of Acton, the petition of W. E. Faulkner and 
42 others of Acton, for the immediate organization of the 
militia, which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Mr. Waters of Sutton, the petition of the Trustees of Nichols 
Academy, for an appropriation, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Education.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Chapin of Ware, the petition of George Robinson and 150 

others of Ware, for a law allowing towns to pay money to volun
teers, which was laid upon the table.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Almy of New Bedford,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures consider the 

expediency of a law requiring the inspector of gas meters and 
illuminating gas, to report annually to the Legislature.

Sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing inquire why the 

report of the Treasurer of sums due and unpaid to soldiers on 
the 1st of January, 1864, is not yet ready for distribution.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 

on an Order of March 9th, reported a Bill in relation to the sale 
and inspection of milk,

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
on the petition of James Davis, reported a Bill to establish the 
salary of the Justice of the Police Court in Gloucester ;

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, on an 
order of February 25th, reported a Bill to authorize the election 
of Vice-Presidents of Insurance Companies ;

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported back to the House, the Resolve in favor of the North
ampton Lunatic Hospital, recommending that it be recommitted 
to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions;
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Also that the Resolve in favor of schools among the Indians 
of Gay Head, and

Resolve relating to the support of deaf mutes in the Asylum 
at Hartford,

Severally ought to pass.
Mr. Lane of Boston, from the same committee, reported back 

to the House, the Resolves,—
In favor of Edwin Mayberry,
In favor of Moses Brown ;
Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, from the same committee, reported 

back the Resolve in favor of Barnard C. Marcliant ;
Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, reported 

back the Senate Resolve in favor of the Washington Home 
Guard;

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bill to incorporate the Pro
prietors of the Lyceum Hall and Chapel in Marlborough, with the 
Senate’s amendments, reported that they ought to be con
curred in ;

Also reported leave to withdraw on petition of Jonathan Day 
and others, and

Inexpedient to legislate on an order of February 11th, rela
tive to the rehearing of exceptions ;

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee reported 
inexpedient to legislate on an order of March 3d, relative to 
the framing of issues in cases to be tried by a jury ;

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the same committee, reported 
leave to withdraw on the petition of Charles Hudson and 
others ;

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the same committee 
reported that the bill relating to officers’ fees in civil cases, 
referred to them, ought not to pass.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the Committee on 

Finance, to whom was referred the communication from the 
Treasurer relative to the Eastern Railroad, and also the aggre
gates of polls, property, &c., reported that no legislation is 
necessary on these subjects.

These reports were considered and accepted.
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Papers from the Senate.
A message from the Governor transmitting a communication 

from the Secretary of the Navy respecting the transfer of certain 
lands in Charlestown to the United States, came down and was 
referred in concurrence to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Bills :
Concerning the construction of sidewalks in the city of 

Charlestown (being a new draft of House Bill concerning the 
city of Charlestown, passed to be engrossed February 15tli,)

To authorize Sylvanus N. Staples and another to build a 
wharf in Taunton,

Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 
and were severally read, and the first named was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the second ordered to a second 
reading.

Reports, leave to withdraw on the several petitions of
L. M. Barker,
L. M. Barker, Jr.,
John F. Noyes,
William Walsh,
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were sev

erally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The only matter in the Orders was the Bill to authorize towns 

and cities to raise money for recruiting purposes, the question 
being on concurring with the Senate’s amendments thereto, and 
the House voted to concur.

The subject specially assigned for 2-|- o’clock, P. M., viz. : the 
Bill concerning street railway corporations, was called up, and 
on motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield, the Bill was recom
mitted to the Committee on Horse Railways.

Engrossed Bills :
Concerning the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum 

for the Blind,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Dighton and Som

erset Railroad Company,
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To ratify certain acts of the Governor and Council, and to 
increase the Union Fund,

Concerning the Worcester Ilorse Railroad Company,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Concerning the compensation of the Secretary of the Board 

of Education and the agent or agents of said Board,
Concerning Bank Bills,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of Jemima Easton,
In favor of William Leach,
In favor of W. H. Luce and Daniel A. Cleaveland,
Granting aid for the suppression of counterfeiting bank bills 

and coin,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
In favor of the city of New Bedford,
(Which oi’iginated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

T uesday, March 15,1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Borden of Fall River presented the petition of Robert K. 

Remington and 108 others, and of Wm. G. Bennett and 100 
others of Fall River, in aid of the petition of J. D. Thompson 
and others.

Severally referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Orr of Needham, the petition of the selectmen of Need
ham for a ratification of a vote of that town ;

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the petition of Lyman E. Munson 
for confirmation of his acts as a commissioner of deeds.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Orders.
On motion of Mr. Allen of South Reading,—
Ordered, That a committee of three, with such as the Senate 

may join, be appointed to confer with the several committees of 
the Legislature in regard to the amount of business now before 
them, also to report the assignment of a day after which no 
petition shall be received.

And Messrs. Allen of South Reading,
Brownell of Westport, and 
Stevens of Boston,

were appointed on the part of the House.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Claims consider the expe

diency of reporting a Resolve fixing a definite sum to be allowed 
in full for medical and surgical attendance upon each of the 
several tribes of Indians.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell,—
Ordered, That the Clerk of the House procure for the 

Library of the House, Bennett and Heard’s Digest, and so 
many volumes of the Reports of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
as may be necessary to complete the set now on hand.

On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That the use of the hall of the House be granted 

to the Committee on Railways and Canals, for a hearing on the 
petitions for the consolidation of the Boston and Worcester and 
Western Railroads, at 9 o’clock, A. M., on Wednesday, the 16th 
instant.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that Senate Bill relating to recording marriage 
contracts ought to pass.

Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was recommitted the Resolve in favor of certain agents 
of foreign life insurance companies with the petition of Henry
K. Oliver, on which it was reported to the House, reported that 
the Resolve ought not to pass.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
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Introduced on leave.
Mr. Harris of Springfield, on leave, introduced a Bill to 

incorporate tlie City Library Association of Spiingfield, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Education, and sent 
up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Susan A. Belcher of Leicester, for State aid, 

was referred to the Committee on Military Bounties and State 
Aid.

The petition of Andrew Bollard and 66 others of Taunton, in 
favor of a Hospital for Inebriates, was referred to the special 
committee on that subject.

Severally in concurrence.
Ordered, In concurrence, that Messrs. Nichols and Heywood, 

of the Senate, and Messrs. Borden of Fall River, Cook of Mil
ford, Cutler of Boston, Dickinson of Hadley, and Studley of 
Abington, of the House, be a committee to consider the expe
diency of so amending the statutes relating to county officers and 
their duties, as to give increased security to the citizens and tax
payers, require greater and higher responsibilities of said officers, 
and secure a more just, equitable and economical administra
tion of the laws ; with power to send for persons and papers.

Bills :
To provide for a draw in the bridge of the Grand Junction 

Railroad, so called, over Chelsea Creek,
Respecting the sale and investment of trust estates,
For the protection of partridges,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down 

and were severally read, and the first was ordered to a second 
reading, and the second and third were referred to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Resolve in favor of the Northampton Lunatic Hospital was 

recommitted to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions. 
Bill in relation to the sale and inspection of milk.
Resolve in favor of schools among the Indians of Gay Head,
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Were severally read, amended, and ordered to a third 
reading.

Bills:
To authorize the election of Vice-Presidents of Insurance 

Companies,
To establish the salary of the Justice of the Police Court in 

Gloucester,
To authorize Sylvanus N. Staples and another to build 'a 

wharf in Taunton ;
Resolves:
In favor of Edwin Mayberry,
In favor of the Washington Home Guard,
In favor of Barnard C. Marchant,
Relating to the support of deaf mutes in the asylum at Hart

ford,
In favor of Moses Brown,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
The amendments to the Bill to incorporate the proprietors of 

the Lyceum Hall and Chapel in Marlborough, were concurred in.
Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of Jonathan Day and 

others, was laid on the table.
Bill relating to officers’ fees in civil cases, was rejected. 
Reports:
Leave to withdraw on petition of Charles Hudson, 
Inexpedient to legislate relative to the framing of issues, in 

cases to be tried by a jury,
Were severally accepted.
Reports (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of
L. M. Barker,
L. M. Barker, Jr.,
William Walsh,
John F. Noyes,
Were severally accepted in concurrence.

Engrossed Bills:
For supplying the city of Worcester with pure water,
To authorize towns to raise money for monuments,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To authorize towns and cities to raise moneys for recruiting 

purposes,
28
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(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Were severally passed to bo enacted, and sent to the Senate. 
Engrossed Resolve:
In favor of the town of Halifax,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Was passed, and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

W ednesday, March 16, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Beck of Cambridge presented the petition of the Cam

bridge Company, Independent Division M. Y. M., to be provided 
with uniforms, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs.

Mr. Daniels of Medway, the petition of A. M. B. Fuller and 
64 others of Medway, for an act to authorize towns to grant 
money and pay a bounty to soldiers who have served two years 
and received no bounty, which Avas referred to the Committee 
on Military Bounties and State Aid.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. White of North Bridgewater, the petition of Frederick 

Howard and 47 others of North Bridgewater, that probate 
courts may be held in that town, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Probate and Chancery.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Fitchburg,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs consider 

the expediency of authorizing the Governor to issue brevet 
commissions in certain cases and under certain circumstances.

Also, that the Committee on Military Bounties and State Aid 
consider the expediency of so amending the laAV as to provide 
for the payment of the present State bounty of $825 to all 
volunteers who may enlist under the last call of the President.
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dated the 14th instant, or under any subsequent call made dur
ing the current year.

On motion of Mr. Underwood of Dennis,—
’ Ordered, That the same committee consider the expediency 
of continuing a State bounty to volunteers under -the call of the 
President of the 14th instant, and for any subsequent call 
during the present year, under such regulations as shall best 
subserve recruiting purposes.

On motion of Mr. Lane of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Horse Railways consider 

the expediency of forbidding such corporations from giving free 
tickets or passes to members of city governments, or any other 
persons, except when a public exigency or the general welfare 
is promoted thereby.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of enacting a law allowing parties against whom a 
divorce from the bonds of matrimony has been granted, to 
remarry.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on the petition of Lyman E. Munson, reported a Bill to 
confirm certain acts done by Lyman E. Munson as a commis
sioner of deeds.

Also, on an order of March 10th, a Bill to authorize the 
adjustment of controversies as to estates of persons deceased.

Also, on the petition of the selectmen of Needham, a Bill to 
confirm the doings of the town of Needham in aid of the war.

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the joint special committee on 
the petition of P. W. Lincoln, Jr. and others, a Bill to amend 
an Act for incorporating the overseers of the poor of the town 
of Boston, passed April 25, 1772;

Mr. Lane of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was recommitted the order of March 4tli, relative to the 
typographical error in the General Statutes, reported a Resolve 
in relation to a typographical error in the early printed copies 
of the General Statutes.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported that Senate Bill for the protection of partridges 
ought not to pass.

Mr. Bouncy of New Bedford, from the same committee, on an 
order of February 5tli, relative to the fees of witnesses, reported 
inexpedient to legislate.
• Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, on an 
order of March 8d, relative to the removal of paupers to the 
State almshouses, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 
Claims, on the several petitions of D. W. Kimball, Andrew 
Blood and others, and T. P. Haviland and others, reported 
leave to withdraw.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the Resolve to meet present liabilities and 
deficiencies of the State prison, during the current year, 
reported that the same ought to be recommitted to the Commit
tee on Prisons.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the Committee on 

Finance, to whom was referred an order of February 15th, 
relative to idiotic children, and the communication from the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth on the same subject, reported 
inexpedient to legislate, and the report was considered and 
accepted.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, on leave, introduced a Bill to 

incorporate the Massachusetts School for Deaf Mutes ;
Also a Resolve relating to the Massachusetts School for Deaf 

Mutes.
Severally, read and referred to the Committee on Public Chari

table Institutions.
Mr. Butterfield of West Cambridge, on leave, introduced a 

Bill concerning the West Cambridge Horse Railroad Company, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Horse Rail
ways.

Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, on leave, introduced a Bill con
cerning jury trials in criminal cases, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Severally, except the last named, sent up for concurrence.
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Papers from the Senate.
Bills :
In relation to the burden of proof in certain criminal cases,
In relation to the hearing of questions of law,
To incorporate the Mariner’s Exchange,
Resolve in favor of the city of Boston,
Severally passed to be' engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and the first and second were read and referred to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary; the third was read and ordered to a 
second reading, and the fourth was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Resolves in favor of certain agents of foreign life insurance 

companies; and
Bill relating to recording marriage contracts,
Were severally rejected.
Report (inexpedient) on an order relative to the rehearing of 

exceptions, was accepted.
Bill to provide for a draw in the bridge of the Grand Junc

tion Railroad, so called, over Chelsea Creek, was read and 
ordered to a third reading.

Bills:
In relation to the sale and inspection of milk,
To establish the salary of the Justice of the Police Court,'in 

Gloucester,
To authorize the election of Vice-Presidents of Insurance 

companies ;
Resolve:
Relating to the support of deaf mutes in the asylum at 

Hartford,
Were severally read and amended and passed to he engrossed, 

and sent up for concurrence.
Bill to authorize Sylvanus N. Staples and another to build a 

wharf in Taunton, was read and passed to be engrossed in con
currence.

Resolves:
In favor of schools among the Indians of Gay Head,
In favor of Edwin Mayberry,
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In favor of the Washington Home Guard,
In favor of Barnard C. Marchant,
In favor of Moses Brown,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence.

Engrossed Bill :
To incorporate the town of Gosnold,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Was passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate. 
Adjourned. '

T hursday, March 17, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Lane of Boston presented the petition of Nath’l H. Ste

vens and 110 others, that the Suffolk Railroad may be extended 
to Charlestown Square, which was referred to the Committee 
on Horse Railways;

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the petition of Eliphalet Wil
liams and others for a repeal of the law requiring corporations 
to return lists of stockholders to cities and towns, which was 
referred to the Committee on the subject of Taxing Corpora
tions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Draper of Worcester, the petition of Clark Jillson, Clerk 

of the Police Court of Worcester, for an increase of salary, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Almy of New Bedford, from the Committee on Mercan

tile Affairs, on the petitions of the Springfield Aqueduct Com
pany and of the city of Springfield, reported a Bill to provide 
an additional supply of pure water for the city of Springfield.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Horse 
Railways, to whom was recommitted the Bill concerning street 
railway corporations, reported the same in a new draft.
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Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Ramiey of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred the Bill concerning the House of Refor
mation in the city of Boston, reported that it ought to pass.

Mr. Washburn of Acushnet, from the Committee on Military 
Bounties and State Aid, on the petition of W. King and others, 
and of J. Sprague and others,

Mr. Cutler of Boston, from the same committee on the peti
tion of W. H. Boss and others,

Severally reported leave to withdraw.
Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Printing, on 

an order of February 4th, concerning reports and documents, 
reported inexpedient to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Ball of Upton, from the Committee on Public Charitable 

Institutions, on an order of February 1st, relative to additional 
accommodations for juvenile offenders, reported Resolves for the- 
purchase of an additional vessel for the use of the Nautical 
Branch of the State Reform School,

Also, Resolves for the better accommodation of juvenile 
offenders.

Mr. Jennings of Richmond, from the same committee, on the 
petition of the Washingtonian Home, reported a Resolve in favor 
of the Washingtonian Home.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Paper from the Senate.
Bill to confirm the doings of the Salem Savings Bank, passed 

to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
To confirm certain acts done by Lyman E. Munson as a com

missioner of deeds,
To authorize the adjustment of controversies as to the estates 

of persons deceased,
To incorporate the Mariner’s Exchange ;
Resolve:
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In relation to a typographical error in the early printed copies 
of the General Statutes ;

BiH:
To amend an act for incorporating the Overseers oi the Poor 

of the Town of Boston, passed April 25,1772,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Reports (inexpedient) on the several orders,
Relative to increasing the fees of witnesses,
Relative to the removal of paupers to State almshouses,
Were severally accepted.
Resolve to meet present liabilities and deficiencies of the 

State prison during the current year, was recommitted to the 
Committee on Prisons.

Bill to confirm the doings of the town of Needham in aid of 
the war ; and

Report (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of D. 
W. Kimball, Andrew Blood and others, and T .P. Haviland and 
others,

Were severally laid upon the table.
Senate Bill for the protection of partridges was rejected.
Bill to provide for a draw in the bridge of the Grand Junc

tion Railroad, so called, over Chelsea Creek, was read and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

At half-past two o’clock the subject specially assigned for that 
hour, viz.: the Bill concerning the city of Charlestown, was 
called up, and the Bill was read and amended, and ordered to a 
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, the Bill to unite 
the Eastern Railroad Company with the Eastern Railroad in 
New Hampshire, was taken from the table, and ordered to be 
placed first in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Engrossed Bills:
To authorize Luther Eldridge and Philip Stetson to extend 

their wharf in Chatham,
In relation to the adoption of children,
To incorporate the proprietors of the Lyceum Hall and 

Chapel in Marlborough,
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(Which severally originated in the House of Represen
tatives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate. 

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of Davis Kingman, (which originated in the House 

of Representatives,)
In favor of the family of Charles Allen, deceased,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

F biday, March 18, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Foster of Andover, presented the petition of the selectmen 

of Andover, in behalf the family of John Donnelly, deceased, 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Claims, and 
sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Stanwood of West Newbury, the petition of the select
men of that town for a law' to allow soldiers in the United 
States service to vote in elections, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the petition of the trustees of 
Massachusetts Agricultural College concerning the establish
ment of said college, which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture, and sent up for concurrence.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Clark of Amherst,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs consider 

the expediency of expressing by resolutions or otherwise, the 
opinion of the Legislature respecting the formation of new mil
itary organizations in the Commonwealth, and the importance 
of filling up our veteran regiments. Sent up for concurrence.

29
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Reports of Committees.
Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on an order of March lltli, reported a Bill to provide for 
a trial by jury upon questions relating to the discharge of an 
insolvent debtor ; which was read and ordered to a second read
ing.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the same committee, reported 
that the Bill concerning jury trials in criminal cases ought not 
to pass.

Also, that Senate Bill in relation to the hearing of questions 
of law ought to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the same committee, reported 
that Senate Bill in relation to the burden of proof in certain 
criminal cases ought to pass.

Also, that the Bill concerning the construction of sidewalks in 
the city of Charlestown ought to pass with certain amendments.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, on an 
order of January 19tli, relative to legislation against accidents 
by druggists, &c., reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported that the Resolve in favor of the city of Boston ought 
to pass.

Mr. Cheever of Chelsea, from the Committee on Insurance, 
on the petition of the Berkshire Life Insurance Company, 
reported leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Williams of Worcester, from the Committee on Public 

Charitable Institutions, reported a Resolve in aid of the Per
kins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, (on 
the annual report of that institution.)

Read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Printing, on an 

order of March 14th, concerning the delay in the printing of 
the Treasurer’s report of sums due and unpaid to soldiers, 
reported, asking to be discharged from its further consideration ; 
and the report Avas considered and accepted.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Margaret Lindberg for State bounty Avas 

referred in concurrence to the Committee on Military Claims.
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Ordered, In concurrence, tliat the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs consider and report upon the best mode of draining the 
Back Bay lands and the territory heretofore draining into said 
bay, in order to relieve the channels of Boston Harbor from 
some of the causes of shoaling therein.

Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of Knott Y. Martin, 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was placed in the Orders 
of the Day for to-morrow.

Bill in relation to the agents of foreign insurance companies, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence with 
amendments, came down, and was considered, and the amend
ments were concurred in.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to unite the Eastern Railroad Company with the Eastern 

Railroad in New Hampshire was read and rejected.
Bills:
Concerning the House of Reformation in the city of Boston,
To confirm the doings of the Salem Savings Bank,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading ;
Reports (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of
W. King and others, and J. Sprague and others,
Wm. H. Boss and others ; and
(Inexpedient) relative to the time when public reports, &c., 

shall be sent in to the Legislature,
Were severally accepted, and, except the last named, sent up 

for concurrence.
Bills:
Concerning the city of Charlestown,
To confirm certain acts done by Lyman E. Munson as a com

missioner of deeds,
To authorize the adjustment of controversies as to the estates 

of persons deceased,
To amend an Act for incorporating the Overseers of the Poor 

of the town of Boston, passed April 25, 1772 ;
Resolve :
In relation to a typographical error in the early printed copies 

of the General Statutes,
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Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bill to incorporate the Mariner’s Exchange was read and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Engrossed Bills :
To incorporate the North Adams Water Company,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the fire department of the city of Lynn,
To extend the time for the location and construction of the 

Springfield and Farmington Yalley Railroad,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves :
In favor of the town of Hingham,
Concerning contagious diseases among cattle,
Authorizing the appointment of a second assistant-clerk in 

the Treasurer’s office,
In favor of Levi Baker and others,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
In favor of the Washington Home Guard,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

Saturday, March 19, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
Mr. Hopkins of Northampton moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the Bill to unite the Eastern Railroad Company 
with the Eastern Railroad in New Hampshire was yesterday 
rejected, and, on his motion, the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, the Report leave to 
withdraw on the petitions of D. W. Kimball, Andrew Blood and 
others, and T. P. Ilaviland and others, was taken from the table 
and placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.
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Petitions.
Mr. Dewey of Williamstown presented the petition of Henry 

W. Bishop and others of Lenox, and of John Crosby, Jr., and 
others of Stockbridge, for increase of fees to officers serving 
civil process.

Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the petition of Thaddeus Davis 

and others, acting members of the First Baptist Society in 
Tyngsborough, for confirmation of the acts of said society;

Also of Thaddeus Davis and others, owners and interested in 
pews in the meeting-house of said society, in aid of the same.

Severally referred to the Committee on Parishes and Relig
ious Societies.

Also, the petition of Alfred J. Hall for an allowance for 
military services, which was referred to the Committee on Mili
tary Affairs.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on an order of March 2d, reported a Bill to provide for 
the payment of bounties to substitutes and to promote enlist
ments ; which was read and ordered to a second reading.

Introduced on leave.
Mr. Brown of Taunton, on leave, introduced a Bill in addi

tion to an act to authorize towns and cities to raise money for 
recruiting purposes, and under a suspension of the rule requir
ing the Bill to go to a committee, it was read and ordered to a 
second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Petition of Amos Butler to be repaid moneys paid by him on 

judgment recovered against him for the seizure of spirituous 
liquors was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Petition of Francis Brinley and others of Tyngsborough for 
the organization of the enrolled militia was referred to the Com
mittee on Military Affairs.

Severally in concurrence.
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Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Insurance 
consider whether any legislation is necessary to restrain Insur
ance Companies from issuing policies of insurance for a period 
extending beyond their charters.

Ordered, In concurrence that the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions consider the expediency of amending 
chapter 62 of the acts and resolves of 1855 relating to the Per
kins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Military 
Bounties and State Aid consider the expediency of providing 
for the payment of a bounty to drafted men who report for 
duty and are mustered into the military service.

Bill concerning annual meetings of savings banks, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate, came down and was read and 
ordered to a second reading.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
To provide an additional supply of pure water for the city of 

Springfield,
In relation to the hearing of questions of law,
To provide for a trial by jury upon question relating to the 

discharge of an insolvent debtor,
In relation to the burden of proof in certain criminal cases ;
Resolve, in favor of the city of Boston,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Bill concerning street railway corporations was read and 

specially assigned for further consideration on Tuesday next, at 
half-past two o’clock.

Bill concerning the construction of sidewalks in the city of 
Charlestown, was read and postponed until Monday,

Bill concerning jury trials in criminal cases was laid upon the 
table.

Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of the Berkshire Life 
Insurance Company was, on motion of Mr. Tyler of Boston, 
recommitted to the Committee on Insurance.

Reports : (Inexpedient) relative to legislation against acci
dents by druggists, &c., and
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(Leave to withdrew) on petition of Knott V. Martin,
Were severally accepted, the latter in concurrence.
Bills:
Concerning the House of Reformation in the city of Boston, 
To confirm the doings of the Salem Savings Bank,
Were severally read, the latter amended, and severally passed 

to be engrossed, the latter in concurrence, and the former sent 
up for concurrence.

Adjourned.

Monday, March 21, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, the motion to recon

sider the vote by which the Bill to unite the Eastern Railroad 
Company with the Eastern Railroad in New Hampshire was 
rejected, was taken from the table and placed in the Orders of 
the Day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Orr of Needham, the Bill to confirm the 
doings of the town of Needham in aid of the war, was taken 
from the table and placed in the Orders of the Day for to
morrow.

Petitions.
Mr. Clarke of Charlton presented the petition of the select

men of Brookfield for allowance of bounty and State aid to 
Clarissa Adams, which was referred to the Committee on Mili
tary Claims, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Weston of Duxbury, the petition of Alden S. Bradford 
of Kingston, that the polls of persons in the volunteer service be 
exempted from taxation, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Brown of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of providing by law that the duties required of the 
assessors by section 3 of chapter 40 of the General Statutes, 
shall, in the city of Boston, devolve upon the superintendent of 
schools.
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Reports of Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on an order of January 15th, reported a Bill to preserve 
the right of suffrage.

Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the same committee, on an 
order of March 16th, reported a Bill relating to divorce.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Ball of Upton, from the Committee on Public Charitable 

Institutions, on the petition of F. D. Huntington and others, a 
committee, in aid of the Discharged Soldiers’ Home, reported a 
Resolve in favor of the Discharged Soldiers’ Home, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Merrill of Cambridge, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs, on the petition of Chas. Smith and others, concerning 
the storage of gunpowder at Captain’s Island, and the remon
strance of the city of Cambridge, reported, asking to be dis
charged from its further consideration, and recommending ref
erence to the Committee on Military Affairs.

The report was considered and accepted, and the petition and 
remonstrance referred accordingly.

Sent up for concurrence.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Bonney of Hew Bedford, on leave, introduced a Bill to 

amend the charter of the Stockbridge Iron Company, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Manufactures, and 
sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Notice was received from the Senate, that the House Resolves 

in favor of an expedition for the exploration of Eastern Asia 
had been rejected by the Senate.

Bill to set off a part of the town of Stoughton, and annex the 
same to the town of Sharon, passed to be engrossed in concur
rence in the Senate, with an amendment, came down, and was 
considered, and the amendment was concurred in.

Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of Patrick McNamara 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was placed in the 
Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
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Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Prisons 
inquire if further legislation is necessary in regard to discharged 
convicts.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill concerning the construction of sidewalks in the city of 

Charlestown, was laid upon the table.
Bill in addition to an iict to authorize towns and cities to 

raise money for recruiting purposes was read, amended, and 
ordered to a third reading, and, under a suspension of rules, 
read a third time, amended and passed to be engrossed, and' 
sent up for concurrence.

Bill to provide for the payment of bounties to substitutes and 
to promote enlistments, was read and recommitted to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

Report (leave to withdraw) on the petitions of D. W. Kim
ball, Andrew Blood and others, and T. P. Haviland and others, 
was accepted, and sent up for concurrence.

Bill to provide for a trial by jury upon questions relating to 
the discharge of an insolvent debtor, was read and passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bills:
In relation to the hearing of questions of law,
In relation to the burden of proof in certain criminal cases ;
Resolve :
In favor of the city of Boston,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Engrossed Bills:

To confirm certain acts of John S. Hollingshead as a commis
sioner of deeds,

In relation to the agents of foreign insurance companies,
Making appropriations from the moiety of the income of the 

school fund applicable to educational purposes,
■ (Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)
Authorizing Sylvanus N. Staples and another to build a 

wharf in Taunton,
To incorporate the Mariner’s Exchange,
To provide for a draw in the bridge of the Grand Junction 

Railroad, so called, over Chelsea Creek,
30
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(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate. 
Adjourned.

T uesday, March 22, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Kneil of Westfield presented the petition of David Shurt- 

leff and others of Blandford, in aid of the petition of J. N. 
Bagg and others for the freedom of the Springfield Bridge, 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Mr. Marston of Barnstable, the petition of S. S. Baxter for 
the right to plant and propagate oysters in Barnstable, which 
was referred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Ritchie of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 

was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
the militia, and sundry petitions for the reorganization of the 
militia, be allowed to report in print.

On motion of Mr. Marston of Barnstable,—
Ordered, That the same committee inquire into the practical 

working of the present system of recruiting in this State, in 
order that errors arising from defective or incorrect records or 
returns of State, city or town officers may be amended and in 
future avoided ; and report the results of their investigations ; 
and that they be authorized to send for persons and papers.

On motion of Mr. Wetherbee of Adams,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Troy and Greenfield 

Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel inquire and report why the road 
from the eastern terminus of the Tunnel is not put in opera
tion, in accordance with section 2 of chapter 156 of the Acts 
of 1862.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider whether 

anv legislation is necessary for defining the places of deposit for 
State funds.

On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That the same committee inquire if the interest on 

the Massachusetts scrip, which constitutes a portion of the 
Charles River and Warren Bridge fund, has been paid in coin ; 
and also, if any further legislation is expedient for requiring the 
interest on said scrip and the interest on any other of the 
investments in said fund, which are made payable in coin by 
chapter 82 of the Acts of 1862 to be paid to or on account of 
said fund in coin.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Cheever of Chelsea, from the Committee on Insurance, 

to whom was recommitted the petition of the Berkshire Life 
Insurance Company reported a Bill in further addition to an act 
incorporating the Berkshire Life Insurance Company.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, from the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, to whom was referred the Bill to revive the 
charter of the Amherst Branch Railroad Company reported the 
same in a new draft.

Mr. Dewey of Williamstown, from the same committee, on an 
order of January 15th, reported a Bill to provide for railroad 
crossings at grade.

Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Bill to revive the charter of the Pitts
field and New Haven Railroad Company, reported it in a new 
draft.

Mr. Brownell of Westport, from the Committee on Horse 
Railways, to whom was recommitted the petition of the trustees 
of the Cliftondale Railroad Company, reported a Bill in addi
tion to an Act entitled an Act to incorporate the Cliftondale 
Railroad Company.

Mr. Partridge-of Lowell, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Bill concerning the West Cambridge Horse 
Railroad Company, reported it in a new draft.

Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was recommitted the petition of I. F. Conkey
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and others, reported a Bill to incorporate the Amherst Savings 
Bank.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, to whom was recommitted the Bill to provide for the 
payment of bounties to substitutes, and to promote enlistments, 
reported it back to the House with an amendment.

On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, and under a suspen
sion of rules, the Bill was considered, and the amendment was 
adopted, and the Bill ordered to a third reading, and having 
been read a third time and again amended, was passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, from the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, reported, reference to the next General Court, 
on the petition of James D. Thompson and others to be incor
porated as the New Bedford and Fall River Railroad Company.

Also, leave to withdraw, on the petition of the Essex Railroad 
Company, for extension of time to complete their road to Law
rence. .

Mr. Allen of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on an order of February 11th, relative to the protec
tion or descent of property of persons under guardianship, 
reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Foster of Andover, from the same committee, on an order 
of March 9tli, relative to the issuing of warrants for inventories, 
reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, ou 
an order of February 5th, relative to a State form of fire policy 
of insurance, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 
on the petition of Caleb Macomber and others, reported leave to 
withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petitions of J. Stewart Brown, B. D. Dwinnell, 
Samuel W. Hopkinson, Horace W. Durgin, Augustus Crocker, 
and T. J. Lothrop, reported a Resolve in favor of J. Stewart 
Brown and others, which was read and referred to the Com
mittee on Finance.
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Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Attorney-General's report 
of cases conducted by him, reported that no legislation is neces
sary thereon ; and the report was considered and accepted.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of B. N. Bullock and others of Leicester, for a 

change in the laws regulating the sale of liquors, was referred 
in concurrence to the committee on that subject,

Bill concerning foreign executors, and administrators and 
trustees ;

Resolves :
To provide additional compensation to watchmen of the State 

House,
In favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down 

and were severally read and referred, the first to the Committee 
on Probate and Chancery, and the second and third to the Com
mittee on Finance.

Bill concerning the Dedham and West Roxbury Railroad 
Company, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and 
was read and ordered to a second reading.

Report of the Committee of Conference on the subject of the 
election of Overseers of Harvard College, accepted in the Senate, 
came‘down, and was placed in the Orders of the Day for 
to-morrow.

At half-past two o’clock the subject specially assigned for that 
time, viz. : the Bill concerning street railway corporations, was 
called up, and amendments were offered and ordered to be 
printed, and, on motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield, the Bill 
was postponed and specially assigned for the same hour to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
Concerning the annual meetings of Savings Banks,
To preserve the right of suffrage,
To confirm the doings of the town of Needham in aid of the 

war,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
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Bill relating to Divorce was laid upon the table.
Report, (leave to withdraw) on petition of Patrick McNamara, 

was accepted in concurrence.
Adjourned.

W ednesday, March 23, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petitions.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell presented the petition of Charles 

Cassilly to be paid for injuries received while a recruit;
Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, the petition of Company A, Third 

Battalion, Sixth Brigade, of Pittsfield, for allowance for armory 
ren t;

Severally referred to the Committee on Military Claims.
Mr. Newcomb of Bernardston, the petition of the trustees of 

Northampton Lunatic Hospital for an appropriation to meet 
deficiencies for repairs, which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Otis of Roxbury,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing consider the expe

diency of printing one thousand extra copies of the report of 
the Commissioners on Boston Harbor, and of placing a certain 
number of copies in libraries in different parts of the Common
wealth.

On motion of Mr. Ball of Upton,—
Ordered, That the use of this Hall be granted to Dr. Howe 

on Friday, the 25th instant, from 10J o’clock to 12 M., for an 
exhibition of the pupils of the Blind Asylum.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Powers of Somerville, from the Committee on Public 

Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the annual reports
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of the several Lunatic Hospitals, reported a Bill to amend an 
Act in relation to State Charitable and Correctional Institutions, 
which was read and ordered to a secondreading.

Mr, Rogers of Lowell, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs, on an order of February 17th, relative to Inspectors of 
Flour, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Alfred J. Hall, referred by the House to the 

Committee on Military Affairs, came from the Senate, that 
branch having non-concurred in the reference and referred the 
same to the Committee on Military Claims.

The House receded and concurred with the Senate.
Certain plans accompanying the report of the Commissioners 

on Harbors and Flats, came from the Senate referred to 
the Joint Committee on Printing, with instructions to consider 
the expediency of causing the same to be engraved or otherwise 
made available to the use of the Legislature; and the House 
concurred in the reference.

Bills:
In addition to an act to incorporate the Massachusetts Powder 

Works,
To incorporate the Trinity Parish in the town of Milford,
Severally introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and 

were severally referred in concurrence, the first to the Com
mittee on Manufactures, and the second to the Committee on 
Parishes and Religious Societies.

Bill in relation to elections, passed to be engrossed in the 
Senate, came down, and was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Bill in relation to the sale and inspection of milk, passed to 
he engrossed in concurrence in the Senate, with an amendment, 
came down, and was considered, and the amendment was con
curred in.

Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of Matthias Hinckley 
and others, accepted in the Senate, came down and was placed 
in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
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Engrossed B ill:
To set off a part of the town of Stoughton and annex the 

same to the town of Sharon, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,)

Was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
The annual returns of the Railroad Corporations for 1863, 

with abstracts of the same, were received from the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth and referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, and sent up for concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
In further addition to an act incorporating the Berkshire Life 

Insurance Company,
To revive the charter of the Amherst Branch Railroad Com

pany,
In addition to an Act entitled an Act to incorporate the Clif- 

tondale Railroad Company,
To revive the charter of the Pittsfield and New Haven Rail

road Company,
To incorporate the Amherst Savings Bank,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports :
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of the Essex Railroad Com

pany,
(Inexpedient) relative to providing a State form of fire policy 

of insurance,
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of Caleb Macomber and 

others,
Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Reports (inexpedient) relative to protection or descent of 

property, <fcc., and x-elative to issuing warrants for inventories,
Were severally accepted.
Report of the Committee of Conference on the subject of the 

election of Overseers of Harvard College was accepted in con
currence.

Bills:
To confirm the doings of the town of Needham in aid of the 

war,
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To preserve the right of suffrage,
Were severally read, the title of the last named amended, by 

adding the words “ to soldiers and sailors,” and severally passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

At half-past two o’clock the subject specially assigned for that 
hour, viz. : the Bill concerning street railway corporations, was 
taken up, and the Bill was considered by sections and amended, 
but not disposed of.

Adjourned.

T hursday, March 24, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Engrossed Bills:
To authorize the election of Vice-Presidents of Insurance 

Companies,
Concerning police officers and watchmen,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
In relation to the hearing of questions of law,
To confirm the doings of the Salem Savings Bank,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of schools among the Indians of Gay Head,
Relating to the support of deaf mutes,
In favor of Barnard C. Marchant,
In favor of Moses Brown,
In favor of Edwin Mayberry,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
In favor of the city of Boston,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Stever of Palmer presented the petition of the Inspectors 

of the State Almshouse at Monson for authority to use an unex- 
31
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pended balance of last year’s appropriation for the purpose of 
pasturing,

Also, of the same, for an appropriation to build a barn,
Severally referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 

Institutions.
Mr. Boyle of Southwick, the remonstrance of E. A. Warner 

and 34 others of Agawam, against the petition of J. N. Bagg 
and others, which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Bounties and State 

Aid consider the expediency of so modifying the Acts relating to 
aid to the families of volunteers, that those who become depend
ent on the volunteer subsequent to his enlistment, may receive 
aid.

Sent up for concurrence.

Reports o f Committees. '
Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

on the petition of the officers of the Martha’s Vineyard Camp- 
Meeting Association, reported a Bill to regulate the transporta
tion of passengers, freight and baggage to and from Martha’s 
Vineyard Camp-Ground.

Mr. Souther of Boston, from the Committee on Horse Rail
ways, on the petition of the Salem and South Danvers Railroad 
Company, reported a Bill in addition to an Act incorporating 
the Salem and South Danvers Railroad Company.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred Senate Bill respecting the sale and invest
ment of trust estates, reported that it ought to pass with an 
amendment.

Mr. Kempton of New Bedford, from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, on the petition of William M. Chamber- 
lain and others, and

Mr. Washburn of Acushnet, from the Committee on Military
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Bounties and State Aid, on the petition of A. M. B. Puller and 
others,

Severally reported leave to withdraw.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Bisbee of Worthington, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petition of the town of Carver, reported a 
Resolve in favor of the town of Carver, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Pa/pers from the Senate.
Petition of the selectmen of Mattapoisett for an act prohibit

ing seining in that harbor, was referred in concurrence to the 
Committee on Fisheries.

Bill to increase the capital stock of the Foxborough Branch 
Railroad Company, introduced on leave in the Senate, came 
down, and was referred in concurrence to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The House refused to reconsider the vote by which the Bill 

to unite the Eastern Railroad Company with the Eastern Rail
road in New Hampshire was rejected.

Bills :
To provide for railroad crossings at grade,
Concerning the West Cambridge Horse Railroad Company,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills:
In further addition to an Act to incorporate the Berkshire 

Life Insurance Company,
In addition to an Act entitled an Act to incorporate the Clif- 

tondale Railroad Company,
To revive the charter of the Pittsfield and New Haven Rail

road Company,
To incorporate the Amherst Savings Bank,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bill:
Concerning annual meetings of Savings Banks,
Was read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
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Reports:
(Inexpedient) relative to inspectors of flour,
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of Matthias Hinckley and 

others,
Were severally accepted, the last in concurrence and the first 

sent up for concurrence.
Bill concerning street railway corporations was taken up and 

considered, and amended, and pending a motion by Mr. Holden 
of Salem, to amend the 15th section, by inserting after the word 
“ time ” in the second line (printed bill) the words “ after the 
expiration of one year from the time of opening for use of any 
street railway in such city or town if,” a vote disclosed the 
want of a quorum in the House. On motion of Mr. Holden, 
the yeas and nays were ordered, and the roll being called, the 
amendment was adopted by a vote of fifty-nine yeas and forty- 
two nays. (Appendix No. 5.) The House then

Adjourned.

F riday, March 25, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.
A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 

annual report of the Board of Education and its officers.
Referred to the Committee on Education and sent up for 

concurrence.
Petitions.

Mr. Whitney of Winchendon presented the petition of Henry 
K. Oliver, Treasurer, for an appropriation for the adjustment of 
the claims of certain Foreign Life Insurance Companies.

Mr. Jennings of Richmond, the petition of Milton P. Pierce 
of Windsor, to be reimbursed moneys paid on judgments recov
ered against him for the seizure of spirituous liquors.

Severally referred to the Committee on Claims.
Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, the petition of the Pittsfield Gas 

Company in relation to street lamps, which was referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures.

Mr. Kimball of Fitchburg, the petition of Eugene T. Miles 
and others of Fitchburg, to be reimbursed moneys expended for
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uniforms, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Mr. Borden of Fall River, the petition of the Directors of 
the Troy Cotton and Woollen Manufactory of Fall River, for 
the repeal of chapter 247 of the Acts of 1863, which was referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Otheman of Chelsea, the petition of the city of Chelsea 

for alteration of its charter.
Mr. Little of Roxbury, the petition of Rufus Wyman for a 

statute rate for wages, &c.
Severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kneil of Westfield,—
Ordered, That the use of the Hall be granted to the Com

mittee on the Liquor Law this evening, for a hearing on the 
question of the Metropolitan Police.

On motion of Mr. Tyler of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance ascertain and report 

to the House,
1. The amount of bonds of .the Commonwealth now out

standing, of which the principal and interest is payable in coin 
under the Acts of 1862, chapter 82.

2. The amount of such bonds outstanding at the time said Act 
was passed.

3. The amount of said bonds now holden by the treasurer 
or others, as investments of trust funds, in which the Common
wealth is interested, or over which it has control, designating 
the proportions thereof issued before and after the passage of 
said Act.

4. Whether or not the Treasurer of the Commonwealth 
allowed and paid to the Eastern Railroad Corporation, the sum 
of $750 received by him for premium on bonds sold, and the 
sum of $833.33 for interest, and if not, why not.

5. Whether or not the Eastern Railroad Corporation at any 
time, and if at any time, when, offered to pay to the Common
wealth $500,000, the principal of the loan made by the Com
monwealth to said corporation, and if so, why said offer was not 
accepted.
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Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Reed of Abington, on leave, introduced a Bill to authorize 

William H. Dunbar to build a railroad track in Abington, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

under an order relating to a State tax, reported a Bill to appor
tion and assess a tax of two millions three hundred and ninety- 
six thousand four hundred and sixty-three dollars.

Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, 
on petition of Bailey C. Brown and others, reported a Bill to 
unite the towns of Salisbury and Amesbury.

Mr. Story of Rockport, from the Committee on Fisheries, on 
the petition of 0. A. Coombs and others, reported a Bill to pro
tect the trout fishery in Marshpee.

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported back to the House the Resolve in favor of J. Stewart 
Brown and others.

Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the same committee, 
reported back the Resolve in favor of the town of Carver.

Also, reported that the Resolve to provide additional com
pensation to watchmen of the State House ought not to pass.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, reported 
that Senate Resolve in favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at 
Worcester ought to pass.

Mr. Lane of Boston, from the same committee, reported that 
the Resolve in aid of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts 
Asylum for the Blind ought to be recommitted to the Com
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Farlow of Newton, from the same committee, on an 
order of March 22d, relative to places of deposit for State funds, 
reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Marshall of Lowell, from the Committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the petition of Frederick Howard and others, 
reported leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Clark of Amherst, from the Committee on Agriculture, 

to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as
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relates to the land scrip for the Agricultural College, the Report 
of the Trustees of the same, the petition of the Trustees, the 
memorial of the State Board of Agriculture, and an order of 
January 19th, reported a Bill concerning the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College.

Read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Reed of Abington, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petition of the selectmen of Andover, reported a 
Resolve in favor of the family of John Donnelly, deceased.

Mr. Wellington of Worcester, from the same committee, on 
the petition of Henry B. Brewster, reported a Resolve in favor 
of Henry B. Brewster.

Mr. Lotlirop of Taunton, from the same committee, on the 
petition of the selectmen of Brookfield, reported a Resolve in 
favor of Clarissa Adams.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Paper from the Senate.
The petition of J. Thomas Baldwin for a horse railway in 

Reading was referred in concurrence to the Committee on 
Horse Railways, with instructions to hear the party.

Bills:
To incorporate the American Nail Machine Company,
Relating to certain Branch Railroads,
Severally introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and 

were severally in concurrence referred, the first to the Com
mittee on Manufactures, and the second to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals.

Ordered, In concurrence, that Messrs. Sanford, Rice and 
Whitney of the Senate, and Messrs. Ranney of Boston, Foster 
of Andover, and Gates of Ashby, of the House, be a new com
mittee of conference on the subject matter of difference between 
the two branches in relation to the choice of Overseers of Har
vard College.

Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Massachusetts 
Powder Works, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 
down, and was read and ordered to a second reading ; and the 
rules being suspended, was read a second and third time, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
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Bill to authorize the Boston and Fairhaven Iron Works to 
construct a railroad track in Fairliaven, passed to be engrossed 
in the Senate, came down, and was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Report (inexpedient) on an order of March 2d, relative to 
allowing savings banks to discount, &c., accepted in the Senate, 
came down, and was placed in the Orders of the Day for 
to-morrow.

Engrossed B ills:
In relation to the sale and inspection of milk,
(Which originated in the 'House of Representatives,)
In relation to the burden of proof in certain criminal cases,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to amend an Act in relation to State Charitable and Cor

rectional Institutions was read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports: (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of Wm.

M. Chamberlain and others, and A. M. B. Fuller and others, 
were accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Bill concerning the West Cambridge Horse Railroad Com
pany was read and passed to be engrossed and sent up for con
currence.

Bill concerning street railway corporations was further 
considered and amended, but not disposed of.

Adjourned.

Saturday, March 26, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
Mr. Marston of Barnstable, was appointed a member of the 

Committee of Conference, relating to the choice of Overseers 
of Harvard College, in place of Mr. Ranney of Boston, who 
was excused from serving.
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Petitions.
Mr. Kimball of Boston presented the petition of the Secretary 

of the Board of Public Charities for legislation in regard to 
returns from public institutions, which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.

Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, the petition of Luther Dame for 
an appropriation to provide uniforms for an organized company 
of the Independent Division of the Militia, which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Eaton of Mattapoisett, the petition of Daniel Hall and 
others of Marion, to be protected in their fisheries, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Fisheries.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Clark of Amherst,—
Ordered, That the use of this hall be granted to Dr. Henry 

Barnard' on Thursday and Friday evenings of next week, for 
lectures upon the subject of Military and Agricultural Education.

The following order, offered by Mr. Kneil of Westfield, was 
laid over under the rules :

Ordered, That the committee to whom was referred the subject 
of the Metropolitan Police, be authorized to visit the city of New 
York, for the purpose of inquiring into the working of the system 
in that city.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Preston of Danvers, from the Committee on Agriculture, 

on an order of March 11th, relative to suspending bounties to 
agricultural societies, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Allen of South Reading, from the joint committee on the 
subject of the business before the Legislature, reported the 
following order:

Ordered, That all petitions presented to the Legislature after 
the 15th day of April next, be referred to the next General Court.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.
Mr. Cheever of Chelsea, from the Committee on Parishes and 

Religious Societies, on the petitions of Thaddeus Davis and 
others, reported leave to withdraw.

On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the report was recom
mitted to the committee, with instructions to hear the parties.
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Mr. Bishop of Lawrence, from the Committee on Leave of 
Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sundry 
persons named, for certain times specified ; and the report was 
considered and accepted.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
To promote public justice in criminal cases,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the American Steamship 

Company,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the United States Steam

ship Company,
To provide aid for the families of seamen in the naval service, 

and for other purposes,
To further extend the provisions of an Act to provide for the 

payment of bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read, and ordered to a second reading, except 
the first named, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Bill to amend an Act for incorporating the Overseers of the 
Poor of the town of Boston, passed April 25, 1772, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with amendments, 
came down, and, on motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, was laid 
upon the table.

Report of the Committee on Printing, that 1,000 extra copies 
of the report of the Commissioners on Harbors and Flats be 
printed for the use of the Legislature, two copies to be distributed 
to each public library, and twelve copies for the State library, and 
that the plans accompanying the report be printed ; accepted in 
the Senate, came down, and was accepted in concurrence.

Engrossed B ill:
In addition to an Act to authorize towns and cities to raise 

money for recruiting purposes, (which originated in the House 
of Representatives,) was passed to be enacted and sent to the 
Senate.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
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To authorize the Boston and Fairhaven Iron Works to con
struct a railroad track in the town of Fairhaven,

To protect the trout fishery in Marslipee;
Resolves:
In favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester,
In favor of J. Stewart Brown and others,
In favor of the town of Carver,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Bill to amend an Act in relation to State Charitable and Cor

rectional Institutions, was read and passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.

Resolve in aid of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts 
Asylum for the Blind was recommitted to the Committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions.

Report, inexpedient, on an order relative to allowing savings 
banks to discount, &c., was, in non-concurrence with the Senate, 
referred to the Special Committee on the Subject of Taxing- 
Corporations.

Sent up for concurrence.
Reports (leave to withdraw) on petition of Frederick Howard 

and others, and (inexpedient) relative to places of deposit for 
State funds, were severally accepted.

Bill concerning street railway corporations was further con
sidered and amended, but was not disposed of.

Adjourned.

Monday, March 28, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the Bill to amend an 

Act for incorporating the Overseers of the Poor of the town of 
Boston, passed April 25, 1772, was taken from the table and 
considered; and the House non-concurred with the Senate’s 
amendment to the first section, and concurred with the amend
ments in the other sections and in the title.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton, the Bill relating to 
Divorce was taken from the table and placed in the Orders of 
the Day for to-morrow.
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A communication was received from the Auditor, inclosing 
reports of the draw-tenders of Charles River and Warren 
Bridges, in compliance with an order of the House of March 10th.

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges, and sent 
up for concurrence.

The order, offered on Saturday by Mr. Kneil of Westfield, 
was, on motion of Mr. Stevens of Newburyport, laid upon the 
table.

Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Jerome Cross, to be paid for military services, 

was referred, in concurrence, to the Committee on Military 
Claims.

Bill in relation to fire districts, introduced on leave in the 
Senate, came down, and was referred, in concurrence, to the 
Committee on Mercantile Affairs.

Bill to incorporate the City Library Association of Springfield, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was 
read and ordered to a second reading.

Report of the Committee on Agriculture on an order of 
February 12tli, relative to fertilizers, accepted in the Senate, 
came down and was placed in the Orders of the Day for 
to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
To apportion and assess a tax of $2,896,463,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the United States Steam

ship Company,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the American Steamship 

Company,
To further extend the provisions of an Act to provide for the 

payment of bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Report (inexpedient) on an order relative to withholding 

bounties from Agricultural Societies, was accepted, and sent up 
for concurrence.

The order reported by the Committee on Business, relative to 
petitions, was adopted and sent up for concurrence.

The Resolve to provide additional compensation to watchmen 
of the State House, was, on motion of Mr. Dexter of West
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RoxbUry, recommitted to the Committee on Finance, the ques
tion on its rejection having first been decided in the negative.

Bills :
To authorize the Boston and Fairhaven Iron Works to con

struct a railroad track in Fairhaven,
To protect the trout fishery in Marshpee ;
Resolves :
In favor of the town of Carver,
In favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the first 

named in concxirrence, and the others sent up for concurrence.
Bill in addition to an Act incorporating the Salem and South 

Danvers Railroad Company was laid on the table.
Bill concerning street railway corporations was further 

considered and amended, but was not disposed of.
Adjourned.

T uesday, March 29, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Engrossed Bills :
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Massachusetts Powder 

Works,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the city of Charlestown,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted, and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Ranney of Boston presented the petition of James C. 

Converse & Co. and 640 others for the union of the Western 
and Worcester Railroads, which was referred to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals.

Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, the petition of Walter C. Smith, 
to be paid for military services, &c., which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Claims.
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Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, the petition of John A. Goodwin 
and 134 others of Lowell, for a general organization of the 
militia, which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, the petition of Lemuel Haskell and 
others of Gloucester, in relation to taking stones and gravel from 
Cut Beach in Gloucester, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. ,

Severally, except the last named, sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Brown of Taunton, fiiom the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred Senate Bill to promote public justice in 
criminal cases, reported it in a new draft.

Mr. Bouncy of New Bedford, from the same committee, on 
an order of January 26th, reported a Bill to limit the liability 
of sureties upon the bond of executors and administrators.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported that the Resolve in favor of Clarissa Adams ought to 
pass.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the same committee, reported 
that the Resolve in favor of the family of John Donnelly, deceased, 
ought to pass.

Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the same committee, to 
whom was recommitted the Resolve to provide additional com
pensation to watchmen of the State House, reported that it 
ought not to pass.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was recommitted the order relative to the 
administration of oaths by justices of the peace; and also on 
the order of February 23d, relative to malicious or frivolous 
prosecutions, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the same committee, 
reported leave to withdraw on the petition of Alden S. Bradford.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Smith of Gloucester, on leave, introduced a Bill to render 

valid the proceedings of fence viewers in certain cases.
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Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave, a Bill in relation to trusts 
and trustees.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill to authorize the Lexington and West Cambridge Railroad 

Company to sell its road and franchise : and
Bill relating to Rainsford Island Hospital,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read, and the first named was ordered to a 
second reading, and the second was referred to the Committee 
on Finance.

Reports, leave to withdraw, on the several petitions of
Charles B. Burrill, and
Thomas R. Hitchcock,
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 

severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to incorporate the City Library Association of Springfield, 

was read and ordered to a third reading.
Bill to apportion and assess a tax of $2,396,463-, was laid 

upon the table.
Report of the Committee on Agriculture on the subject of 

fertilizers w.as accepted in concurrence.
Bills : in addition to an Act to incorporate the United States 

Steamship Company,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the American Steamship 

Company,
To further extend the provisions of an Act to provide for the 

payment of bounties to volunteers, and for other purposes,
Resolve in favor of J. Stewart Brown and others,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and passed to 

be engrossed, in concurrence, except the last named, which was 
sent up for concurrence.

Bill concerning street railway corporations was further con
sidered and amended, but was not disposed of.

Adjourned.
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W ednesday, March 30, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Engrossed Bills:
To confirm certain acts done by Lyman E. Munson as a com 

missioner of deeds,
To establish the salary of the Justice of the Police Court in 

Gloucester,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)
Concerning annual meetings of savings banks,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Allen of Boston presented the petition of the town of 

Natick for reimbursement of expenses for rubber blankets 
furnished volunteers.

Mr. Brown of Salem, the petition of Stephen G. Wheatland, 
mayor of that city, for reimbursement of moneys spent in 
rebuilding Forts Lee and Pickering.

Severally referred to the Committee on Military Claims, 
v Mr. Coburn of Ilopkinton, the petition of Thomas Murray 
and others of Hopkinton, to be incorporated as the Father 
Mathew Mutual Benevolent Catholic Total Abstinence Society, 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Washburn of Acushnet,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Education consider the 

expediency of amending section 1, chapter 38, of the General 
Statutes, so that towns shall be required to maintain schools at 
least eight months in a year, and for a failure to comply, a 
penalty be provided.

On motion of Mr. Wellington of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Prisons consider the 

expediency of legislation providing for determining the rights 
of the State in the flats appurtenant to the lands purchased by 
the State for the State Prison.
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Also, to consider the expediency of selling such portions of 
the land of the State Prison estate as arc not wanted for pur
poses conected with the prison.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
Mr. Stone of Charlestown offered an order relative to the 

appointment of a commissioner or a commission or a committee 
of the Legislature, for considering sundry matters concerning 
horse railway corporations, which was laid over under the rule 
until to-morrow.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Waters of Sutton, from the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery, on the petitions of Paris Tourtellot and others, and 
C. L. Chapin and others, reported a Bill concerning orders of 
notice in probate courts, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Kneil of Westfield, from the Committee on the Liquor 
Law, to whom was referred the Bill to promote the cause of 
Temperance, and the petition of the selectmen of Great Bar
rington, reported that the Bill ought not to pass, and the peti
tioners have leave to withdraw.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported that the Bill in relation to trusts and trustees 
ought to pass.

Mr. Souther of Lowell, from the Committee on Horse Rail
ways, on an order of March 16th, concerning the granting of 
free tickets by horse railway corporations, reported inexpedient 
to legislate.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the petition of Company A, Third Battalion, Sixth 
Brigade, of Pittsfield, reported a Resolve in favor of the town 
of Pittsfield.

Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Henry K. Oliver, reported a Resolve in favor 
of certain agents of foreign life insurance companies.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Emerson of Methuen, from the Committee on the Pay 

Roll, reported an order that there be allowed and paid out of 
the treasury to Solomon K. Eaton, a member of the House of 
Representatives from Mattapoisett, the sum of ten dollars for 

33
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travel at the present session ; and the order was considered and 
adopted.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Perkins of Plympton, on leave, introduced a Bill con

cerning highway surveyors, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

Papers from the Senate.
Remonstrances of N. Washburn and 44 others of Brookline, 

and of Gardner Brewer and 42 others of Boston, severally against 
the petition of J. C. Abbott and others, was referred to the 
Committee on Horse Railways, in concurrence.

Bill to authorize any bank in this State to hold stock in any 
banking association under the laws of the United States which 
shall redeem its circulation, introduced on leave in the Senate, 
came down, and was referred in concurrence to the Committee 
on Banks and Banking.

Bills:
To incorporate the Hampton Mining and Smelting Company,
In addition to an act to incorporate the Boston Society for the 

Prevention of Pauperism,
Relating to unclaimed property in the possession of express 

companies,
To authorize the Foxborough Branch Railroad Company to 

increase its capital stock ;
Resolves:
For the preservation of the harbors of the Commonwealth,
In favor of Margaret Lindberg,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, except 
the last named, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Report of the Committee on Education on the subject of 
Normal Schools, accepted in the Senate, came down, and was 
placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Resolves :
In favor of Clarissa Adams,
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In favor of the family of John Donnelly, deceased,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of
Thomas R. Hitchcock, and Charles B. Burrill, were severally 

accepted in concurrence.
Reports :
(Inexpedient) on the several orders
Relative to malicious prosecutions,
Relative to the administration of oaths by justices of the 

peace, and
(Leave to withdraw) on the petition of Alden S. Bradford,
Were severally accepted.
The Bill concerning street railway corporations was further 

considered and amended, and pending the consideration of the 
question of ordering it to a third reading, was postponed and 
specially assigned for Friday, April 1st, at half-past two o clock, 
P. M.

Adjourned.

T hursday, March 31, 1864. 
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Patch of Marblehead, a 

member of the House.

Engrossed B ills:
Concerning the overseers of the poor of the city of Boston, 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
To authorize the Boston and Fairhaven Iron Works to 

construct a railroad track in Fairhaven,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Petitions.
Mr. Brownell of Westport presented the petition of Daniel 

Tripp and others of that town for aid to Ithoda M. Taylor, 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims.
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Mr. Clark of Framingham, the petition of John A. Goulding 
of Sherborn, to be paid for loss of his cattle by pleuro-pneu- 
monia, which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Severally sent up for concurrence.

Orders.
The order offered yesterday by Mr. Stone of Charlestown, was 

taken up and adopted, as follows :
Ordered, That the Committee on Horse Railways consider 

the expediency of providing for the appointment of a commis
sion or a committee of the legislature, to sit during the recess, 
to investigate the following matters, viz. :—

First. Whether any of the street or horse railway companies 
in this Commonwealth have issued shares of capital stock in 
violation of the letter or spirit of the provisions of law, and if 
so, whether the rights of the public and of certain cities and 
towns, which it was intended by provisions in the charters of 
said corporations to secure, have been thereby invalidated, and 
whether any legislation is expedient to correct any such abuses 
of said corporations.

Second. Whether the authorities or any officers of any city 
or town have ever improperly exercised any authority in rela
tion to the regulation or control of any horse or street railroad 
corporation or its tracks or cars, under any power reserved to 
cities and towns by provisions of the charters of such corpora
tions or otherwise, and whether any legislation is expedient in 
relation thereto.

Third. Whether any additional legislation is expedient rela
tive to the fares for transporting passengers on street railways, 
or concerning the relations of street railway corporations to the 
cities and towns and to the public rights in the streets and 
highways.

Fourth. Whether the convenience of the public travel, taking 
into account the conveyance of passengers by omnibuses, and 
the use of the streets by ordinary vehicles, as well as the con
veyance of passengers by horse cars, and especially considering 
the convenience of the public arriving in and departing from 
the city of Boston by the steam railroads, and also considering 
all existing rights and interests connected with the conveyance 
of passengers through the streets of Boston by cars or other-
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wise, may not be promoted by a more orderly and systematic 
organization of the business of conveying passengers in said 
city and the cities and towns adjacent ; and also whether, by 
such organization of said business, the conflicts between the 
several parties engaged therein may not be finally determined, 
the legislature and the municipal governments relieved from 
the onerous burdens now imposed upon them by such conflicts, 
and the public convenience and the interests of all the said 
parties promoted.

Fifth. Whether, in order to perfect any such systematic 
organization of said business, it is expedient to require any of 
the street railway corporations to discontinue any portions of 
their locations, and to take up their tracks therefrom, and to 
relocate them in other streets, and to locate and construct new 
tracks for the better convenience of the public.

Sixth. Whether the several street railway corporations shall 
be required to furnish at some central point in Boston, near 
the connection of their several tracks, and at such other points 
on their 'several lines as may be expedient, suitable depot 
accommodations for the use of the public while waiting for 
their cars ; and also whether the city of Boston shall be author
ized to cooperate with said corporations in accomplishing any 
of said matters.

On motion of Mr. White of North Bridgewater,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu

tions consider the expediency of so altering the law in regard to 
the admission of persons to the State almshouses as to require 
the towns to send with each person a certificate of a physician 
of their disease, and that they are in a proper condition to be 
moved.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals inquire 

whether any further legislation is necessary concerning the 
subject-matter of section 29, chapter 63, of the General Statutes.

On motion of Mr. Underwood of Dennis,—
Ordered, That on and after Saturday next, the hour of 

meeting of the two branches of the Legislature on Saturdays, 
shall be 10 o’clock, A. M., instead of 11 o’clock, until otherwise 
ordered.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
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Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the committee to whom 

was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
amendments of the Valuation Act, also, petitions of the select
men of Nantucket and Mattapoisett, and of Bartholomew Taber 
and others of Fairhaven, reported a  Bill to provide for the 
valuation of the property of the Commonwealth..

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates 
to the finances, reported a Bill to establish the Massachusetts 
Bounty Fund, and to create a sinking fund for its redemption.

Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, from the Committee on Mercan
tile Affairs, to whom was referred the Bill to amend the laws 
relating to hawkers and peddlers, reported it in a new draft, 
entitled a Bill relating to hawkers and peddlers.

Mr. White of North Bridgewater, from the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges, on an order of January 19th, reported a 
Bill relating to the Roads and Bridges which are the property 
of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, to 
whom was referred the Report of the Committee on Towns of 
1863, (taken from the files of that year,) on petition of the town 
of Rochester, reported a Bill to define the line between the 
towns of Rochester and Wareham.

Mr. Kimball of Fitchburg, from the Committee ou Military 
Affairs, on an order of March 16th, reported a Bill to authorize 
the issue of brevet commissions.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Houghton of Bolton, from the Committee on Military 

Bounties and State Aid, on the petition of the selectmen of 
Mattapoisett for reimbursement of aid furnished to the family 
of Ebonezer Tripp, reported leave to withdraw.

Placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Introduced on leave.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill providing 

for the appointment of an engrossing clerk, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Papers from the Senate.
The petition of Ransom Reed to be paid for goods furnished 

by him for Rainsford Island Hospital was referred to the Com
mittee on Claims.

The petition of E. F. Hodges and others to be incorporated 
as the American Patent Heel Company, was referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures.

Severally in concurrence.
Bill in further addition to an Act to incorporate the Cape Cod 

Central Railroad Company, introduced on leave in the Senate, 
came down, and was referred in concurrence to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals.

Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Cliftondale Rail
road Company, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concur
rence, with an amendment, came down, and was considered, 
and the amendment was concurred in.

Bill to incorporate the Trinity Parish in the town of Milford, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read, 
and ordered to a second reading.

Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of Charles A. Davis, 
and

Report of the Committee on the State House, giving the 
estimated expense of alterations in the State House,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were placed' 
in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the Bill to apportion 
and assess a tax of 12,396,463 was taken from the table and 
read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Boston, the order authorizing the 
Committee on the Liquor Law to visit New York, for the pur
pose of inquiring into the working of the Metropolitan Police 
system in that city was taken from the table and placed in the 
Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill:
Concerning the Dedham and West Roxbury Railroad Com

pany,
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In relation to trusts and trustees,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston Society for 

the Prevention of Pauperism,
In relation to unclaimed property in the possession of express 

companies,
To authorize the Foxborough Branch Railroad Company to 

increase its capital stock,
Resolve :
For the preservation of the harbors of the Commonwealth,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bill to provide an additional supply of pure water for the city 

of Springfield was recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs.

Report, reference to the next General Court on the petition 
of James I). Thompson and others, was laid upon the table.

Bill to regulate the transportation of passengers, freight and 
baggage to and from the Martha’s Vineyard Camp-Ground was 
read and rejected.

Bill to promote the cause of temperance was rejected, and 
the selectmen of Great Barrington, petitioners for a license law, 
had leave to withdraw, the report granting leave being accepted 
and sent up for concurrence.

Report of the Committee on Education on the subject of 
•Normal Schools, was accepted in concurrence.

Bill to revive the charter of the Amherst Branch Railroad 
Company ;

Resolves :
In favor of Clarissa Adams, .
In favor of the family of John Donnelly, deceased,
Were severally read, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bill to incorporate the City Library Association of Springfield 

was read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
Bill to provide for railroad crossings at grade, was read, and 

amendments were offered, but without taking any question 
the House

Adjourned.


