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Monday, May 2, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Petition.
Mr. Marrett of Cambridge presented the petition of George 

P. Thacher for the bounty provided for volunteers by chapter 
254 of the Acts of 1863, which, under the order of the House, 
was referred to the next General Court.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the expe

diency of providing that parties applying for Acts of incorpora
tion or other legislation, for private purposes, shall be assessed 
therefor towards the expense of legislation.

On motion of Mr. Monroe of Roxbury,—
Ordered, That for the purpose mentioned in the 24th rule of 

the House the present week be considered the last week of the 
session.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill in relation 

to drunkards and common drunkards in the city of Boston, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Public Char
itable Institutions and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Waters of Sutton, on leave, introduced a Resolve in 
relation to the national armories, which was read, and the rule 
being suspended which required it to go to a committee, it was 
ordered to a second reading.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Joint Special Committee 

on Taxing Property in Corporations, reported a Bill levying a 
tax on the transfer of shares in coal and mining companies.

Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, to whom was recommitted the petition of Lee Claflin 
and others, reported a Bill to incorporate the Hopkinton 
Savings Bank.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported that Senate Bill concerning taxes upon polls 
ought not to pass, (the same being a “ money bill,” which 
under the Constitution the Senate is not authorized to origi
nate.)

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported that the Resolve in aid of the New England Hospital 
for Women and Children ought not to pass.

Also that the Resolve in favor of the State Almshouse at 
Monson ought to pass.

Mr. Lane of Boston, from the same committee, reported that 
the Resolve in favor of the messengers and pages of the Legis
lature ought to pass.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, reported, 
asking to be discharged from the consideration of the Resolve 
in favor of the Adjutant-General.

Also that the Resolve to increase the pay of members of the 
Council ought to pass.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, reported 
that Senate Resolve in favor of Moses S. Herrick ought to pass.

Mr. Stone of Waltham, from the Committee on Banks and 
Banking, on an order of February 26th, concerning private 
bankers, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Otheman of Chelsea, from the Committee on Education, 
to whom was recommitted the report on the petition of the 
Trustees of the Holyoke Seminary reported it hack with a 
change in the recommendation contained in its concluding 
paragraph.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Papers f  rom the Senate.
The petition of Wm. Lloyd Garrison and 83 others ; and of 

James Redpath and 7 others of Malden, severally for the aboli
tion of capital punishment; also of the city of New Bedford to 
be reimbursed certain expenses incurred in coast defences, were 
severally referred in concurrence to the next General Court.

Bill in relation to the adoption of children, (reported by the 
Committee on Probate and Chancery of the Senate, in place of 
a Bill with the same title which had been passed to be enacted 

40
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by both branches, and afterwards returned by the Governor to 
the Senate at its request, and rejected by the Senate ;) and,

Bill to establish the salary of the Justice of the Police Court 
of the city of Chelsea ; and

Bill to authorize the payment of bounties to drafted men, 
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and the first was read and referred to the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery ; the second was read and referred to the Com
mittee on Finance ; and the third was read and ordered to a 
second reading.

Bill concerning the form of policies of fire insurance, passed 
to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence with an amend
ment, came down and was considered, and the amendment was 
concurred in.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
Relating to Savings Banks and Institutions for Savings,
To change the name of the Type-Setting Machine Company, 
To authorize the Newburyport Railroad Company to con

struct railway tracks in the streets of Newburyport, 
Concerning the Wrentham Branch Railroad Company; 
Resolves :
To provide for the procuring of flags to replace those lost or 

worn out in the service, and for other purposes,
In favor of Charles T. Carret,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bill concerning street railway corporations was considered, 

and a portion of the Senate’s amendments were concurred in, 
and others were non-concurred in, and others were concurred 
in with amendments, and the Bill was returned to the Senate for 
concurrence.

Bills:
To incorporate the American Wheat Company,
Authorizing the establishment of the Boston Asylum for 

Inebriates,
Authorizing the town of Woburn to establish public baths. 
Resolve in favor of the Northampton Lunatic Hospital,
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Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence.

Bill concerning the records of corporations and returns to 
assessors was read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Resolve for the relief of F. F. Hassam was rejected.
Reports :
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of John A. Goodwin and 

others ; and
(Reference to the next General Court) on petition of the 

Trustees of the Industrial School for Girls ; and
(Inexpedient) on an order concerning tolls on the Arsenal 

Bridge,
Were severally accepted in concurrence, except the last, 

which was sent up for concurrence,
Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, moved a reconsideration of 

the vote by which the Resolve authorizing additional compen
sation to members of the Legislature, was passed to be 
engrossed, and the motion was placed in the Orders of the Day 
for to-morrow.

Adjourned.

Tuesday, May 3, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, the 
Bills:
In relation to trusts and trustees,
Relating to insurance companies and the officers and agents 

thereof,
Were taken from the table and referred to the Committee on 

Engrossed Bills.
On motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield, the vote by which 

the Bill concerning the records of corporations and returns to 
assessors was yesterday passed to be engrossed, was lccon- 
sidercd, and the Bill was amended and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence.
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Order.
On motion of Mr. Waters of Sutton,—
Ordered, That the Governor be requested if not incompati

ble with the public interest, to communicate to the House the 
number and kind of arms purchased or contracted for the past 
year, the terms of contract or purchase, the name of the con
tracting parties, and whether said parties have or have not 
complied with the terms of the contract, the principle upon 
which the contracts were given, and purchases made, and 
whether by public advertisement and an award to the lowest 
bidder or otherwise ; the number and kind of arms at present 
in the arsenals of the State, and such other information per
taining to the subject as may be his pleasure to communicate.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Newton of Southborough, from the Committee on Leave 

of Absence, reported that leave be granted to sundry members 
named, for certain times specified, and the report was consid
ered and accepted.

Mr. W hiton of Boston, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred the Bill in further addition to an Act for 
supplying the city of Boston with pure water, reported the 
same in a new draft.

Hi. dyler of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs, to whom was recommitted the petition of Edward 
Atkinson and others, reported a Bill to incorporate the Emi
grant Express Company in the city of Boston.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill for supplying the city of Salem with pure water, passed 

to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
ordered to a second reading'.

O

Beports :
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of Eliza Taylor,
(Reference to the next General Court) on petition of A. J. 

Hadley and others,
(Inexpedient) on an order of February 17th, relative to an 

appropriation by cities and towns for the support of unrecog
nized military organizations,
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Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were sev' 
erally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Engrossed Bills :
In aid of the North Adams Water Company,
Concerning the election of town officers,
To incorporate the New Bedford and Fall River Railway 

Company,
Concerning the Conway Fire Insurance Company of Boston, 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves :
Granting taxes for the several counties,
For the purchase of an additional vessel for the Nautical 

Branch of the State Reform School,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
In favor of the Massachusetts Allotment Commissioners, 
(Which originated in the Senate,) •
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Almy of New Bedford, the Report (leave 

to withdraw) on petition of the city of Roxbury, was taken 
from the table and recommitted to the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton, the Report (inexpe
dient) on an order relative to aid to families of volunteers 
becoming dependent subsequent to enlistment, was taken from 
the table and placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow, 
Mr. Brown giving notice that he should move to substitute a 
Bill.

On motion of Mr. Ranney of Boston, the report (inexpe
dient) on an order relative to draws in the bridges of the Fall 
River and Warren Railroad Company was taken from the table 
and placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow, Mr. Brown 
of Taunton giving notice that he should move to substitute a 
Bill.

On motion of Mr. Ranney of Boston, the 
Bills:
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In addition to an Act incorporating the Salem and South 
Danvers Railroad Company,

Concerning jury trials in criminal cases,
And the several motions to reconsider the votes by which the 

Bills to authorize the towns of Tolland, Lee, Otis, Becket and 
Sandisfield to take stock in the Pittsfield and New Haven Rail
road Company, and the »Bill to incorporate the Berkshire 
Pleasure Park, were severally rejected,

Were taken from the table and placed in the Orders of the 
Day for to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the Resolve 

authorizing additional compensation to members of the Legis
lature was passed to be engrossed, was rejected.

Bills :
To incorporate the Hopkinton Savings Bank ;
Resolves :
In favor of the Adjutant-General,
In favor of the State Almshouse at Monson,
In favor of Moses S. Herrick,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading,
Bills :
To change the name of the Type-Setting Machine Company,
To provide for the valuation of the property of the Common

wealth ;
Resolves :
In relation to the valuation of the property of the Common 

wealth,
Were severally read, the two last named amended, and sev

erally passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.
Resolves :
In favor of Charles T. Carret,
To provide for the procuring of flags to replace those lost or 

worn out in the service, and for other purposes ;
Bill : concerning the Congregational Library Association,
Were severally read, the two last named amended, and sev

erally passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
Bill concerning taxes upon polls was rejected.
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Report (inexpedient) relative to persons acting as private 
bankers, &c., was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Bill concerning the Eastern Railroad Company was considered 
but not disposed of.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the Report (leave 
to withdraw) on the petitions of the Western and Worcester 
Railroad Corporations, specially assigned for consideration at 
10J- o’clock, was postponed and specially assigned for the same 
hour to-morrow.

Adjourned.

Afternoon Session.
Met according to adjournment.

Engrossed B i l l :
Relating to banks surrendering their charters and becoming 

banking associations under the laws of the United States 
(which originated in the Senate) was passed to be enacted and 
sent to the Senate.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Treasury of the Senate, 

and the Committee on Finance of the House, be a Joint Com
mittee to consider the expediency of increasing the salaries of 
the Treasurer and Auditor of the Commonwealth and the head 
clerks in their offices. Sent up for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Yose of Fitchburg, from the Committee on Manufac

tures, to whom was referred the Bill to incorporate the Whit
man and Miles Manufacturing Company, reported it in a new 
draft. Read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Bradford of Braintree, from the same committee, on the 
petition of William Leggate,

Mr. Story of Rockport, from the Committee on Fisheries, to 
whom was recommitted the petition of Daniel Hall and others,

Severally reported leave to withdraw.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
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Orders of the Day.
The House resumed the consideration of the Orders of the 

Day.
The Bill concerning the Eastern Railroad Company was 

amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
The Senate’s amendments to the Bill concerning dogs and 

for the protection of sheep and other domestic animals, were 
concurred in.

Bill concerning bail in actions of tort was recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

Bills :
To allow officers for the use of a horse and carriage in the 

service of writs and other processes,
Concerning receivers of insurance companies ;
Resolve :
In relation to the ventilation of the hall of the House of 

Representatives,
Were severally read, the last two amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Bill for the better enforcement of the laws was read, and 

motions to amend the same by striking out the first, the seventh 
and the eleventh sections, and to indefinitely postpone the Bill, 
and for the previous question, were severally rejected. Without 
taking any further question, the House

Adjourned.

W ednesday, May 4, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
On motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield, the House recon

sidered the vote by which it concurred in the Senate’s amend
ment to the 14th section of the Bill concerning dogs and for the 
protection of sheep and other domestic animals, and the amend
ment was non-concurred in.

On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown, the House recon
sidered the vote by which it passed to be engrossed the Bill 
concerning the Eastern Raili'oad Company, and the Bill was
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then further amended, and amended in the title, and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Ranney of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill relating 

to the partition of flats.
Mr. Johnson of Dorchester, on leave, a Resolve in favor of 

Andrew D. Bullock.
Severally read, and the first was referred to the Committee 

on the Judiciary, and the second to the Committee on Finance.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Clark of Framingham, from the Committee on Banks 

and Banking, to whom was recommitted the petition of John 
C. Mason and others, reported a Bill to incorporate the People’s 
Savings Bank in the city of Worcester.

Mr. White of North Bridgewater, from the Committee on 
Roads and Bridges, on an order of February 10th, reported a 
Bill concerning the Mill-Dam road and the roads connected 
therewith belonging to the Commonwealth.

Mr. Souther of Boston, from the Committee on Horse Rail
ways, on an order of March 30th, reported a Resolve concerning 
street railways.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Partridge of Lowell, from the Committee on Horse Rail

ways, to whom was recommitted Senate Bill in addition to an 
Act to incorporate the Union Freight Horse Railroad Company, 
reported that it ought not to pass.

Mr. Ball of Upton, from the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions to whom was referred the Bill in relation to 
drunkards and common drunkards in the city of Boston, 
reported that it ought to pass.

Mr. Draper of Worcester, from the Committee on Claims, on 
the petition of John A. Goulding, reported leave to withdraw.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Taxation 
of Corporation Property, reported that the Bill to more equi
tably tax stockholders in corporations, (introduced on leaved- 
ought not to pass.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
47
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Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Amos Butler, reported a Resolve in favor of 
Amos Butler.

Read and referred to the Committee'on Finance.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills :
To regulate the transportation of passengers, freight and 

baggage to and from Martha’s Vineyard Camp-Ground ; and
Concerning the militia,
Severally passed to he engrossed in concurrence in the 

Senate with amendments, came down, and the first was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and the second was consid
ered and a portion of the amendments were concurred in, and 
others were non-concurred in, and the Bill was sent up for 
concurrence.

Bills:
To repeal certain acts respecting the police court of Taunton,
To establish the salary of the governor of the Commonwealth ;
Resolve :
Providing accommodations for insane persons at Tewksbury,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and the first was read and ordered to a second reading, and the 
second and third were read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

The Third Report of the Commissioners on Harbors and 
Flats was referred in concurrence to the Committee on Mer
cantile Affairs.

Reports:
(Inexpedient) on the subject of an asylum for inebriates; and
(Reference to the next General Court) on the subject of the 

usury laws ; and
On a Bill (introduced on leave) relating to certain branch 

railroads,
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were sever

ally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Engrossed B ills:
To revive and renew the charter of the Salem Charitable 

Mechanic Association,
To incorporate the Eastern Express Company,
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Concerning trust estates of married women,
To secure to married women policies of life insurance assigned 

for their benefit,
To incorporate the Morning Star Beneficial Society,
In relation to writs of entry,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the discharge of convicts,
Concerning the form of policies of fire insurance,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolve:
In favor of Franklin Morgan,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
To incorporate the Emigrant Express Company in the city of 

Boston,
In relation to the adoption of children,
To incorporate the Whitman and Miles Manufacturing Com

pany,
For supplying the city of Salem with pure water,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills:
In addition to an Act incorporating the Salem and South 

Danvers Railroad Company,
Concerning the receivers of insurance companies,
To allow officers for the use of a horse and carriage in the 

service of writs and other processes,
To incorporate the Hopkinton Savings Bank ;
Resolves:
In favor of the State Almshouse at Monson,
In favor of the Adjutant-General,
In relation to the ventilation of the hall of the House of 

Representatives,
Were severally read, the last named amended by adopting a
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substitute with the same title, and severally passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Bill:
Concerning the Wrentham Branch Railroad Company,
Resolve:
In favor of Moses S. Herrick,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Reports (leave to withdraw) on the several petitions of
Daniel Hall and others, and
William Leggate,
Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Reports:
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of Eliza Taylor,
(Reference to the nc-xt General Court,) on the petition of A. 

J. Hadley and others,
(Inexpedient) on an order relative to unauthorized military 

organizations,
Were severally accepted in concurrence.
The subject specially assigned for half-past ten o’clock, viz.: 

the Report (leave to withdraw) on the petitions of the Western 
and Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporations, for authority 
to consolidate, was called up, but no question was taken thereon.

Adjourned.

Afternoon Session.
Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Gibbs of Wareham, moved a reconsideration of the vote 

by which the Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of Daniel 
Hall and others was accepted ; and the motion was placed in 
the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Partridge of Lowell, from the Committee on Horse Rail

ways, on the petition of the Lowell Horse Railroad Company, 
reported a Bill extending the Lowell Horse Railroad into 
Chelmsford and Dracut.

Mr. Kimball of Boston from the Committee on the Examina
tion of Securities in possession of the Treasurer and Auditor, 
to whom was also referred reports of the Commissioners of the
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Sinking Funds of the Norwich and Worcester and Western 
Railroads, reported a Resolve authorizing the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth to sell certain property.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Bonney of New Bedford from the Committee on the 

Judiciary, reported that the Bills
In relation to bounties to persons enlisting in the naval 

service,
To exempt certain person from service as jurors,
Severally ought to pass.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported that the Resolve providing accommodations for insane 
persons at Tewksbury, ought to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bills

In relation to persons drawn as jurors,
In relation to juvenile offenders ;
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, to whom 

was referred the resolve concerning persons holding commis
sions from the Governor;

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Bill in relation to the support of paupers ;

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the same committee, to 
whom was recommitted the Bill concerning bail in actions of 
tort,

Severally reported that these Bills and the Resolve ought not 
to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the Bill in addition to an Act relating'to the 
trial of issues of fact, as amended by the Senate, reported that 
the amendments ought to be concurred in.

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the [same committee, reported 
leave to withdraw on petition of Robert Way mouth; and

Inexpedient to legislate on an order of April 26th, relative to 
protection to claimants for pensions &c., against unjust charges 
by war claim agents.

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence from the same commitee, on an 
order of February 8th, concerning the fencing of railroads, 
reported inexpedient to legislate.,

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
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Mr. Emerson of Melrose, from the Committee on Prisons, to 
whom was recommitted the Resolve to meet the liabilities of 
the State Prison, reported the same in a new draft.

Mr. Whitney of Winchendon from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Milton P. Pierce, reported a Resolve in favor 
of Milton P. Pierce.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Tyler of Boston, on leave introduced a Bill to guarantee 

insurance by mutual lire insurance companies, which under a 
suspension of the rule requiring it to go to a committee, was 
read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave introduced a Bill in addi
tion to an Act to incorporate the Boston and Chelsea Railroad 
Company, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Horse Railways, and sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Resolve providing for the payment of the expenses of the 

sickness and funeral of the late Selden Jennings, (being a new 
draft of House Resolve on the same subject,) passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and ordered 
to a second reading.

Bill to promote public justice in criminal cases, came from 
the Senate with the endorsement that the Bill had been returned 
to that branch by the Governor at the Senate’s request, and 
that the vote by which it had been passed to be enacted had 
been reconsidered, and that the Bill, in its engrossed form had 
been amended, and sent down for concurrence.

The Bill was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished busi

ness of the morning session, viz.: the report (leave to withdraw) 
ou petition of the Western and Boston and Worcester Railroad 
corporations.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, moved to recommit the report to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals, with instructions to report 
a general Bill for consolidation of railroads in this Common
wealth ; but the motion was rejected.
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Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, moved to amend the report by 
substituting the Bill introduced by a minority of the Committee, 
entitled an Act to unite the Western Railroad Corporation and 
the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporation.

On this question, the yeas and nays were ordered, and the 
roll being called there were eighty-nine yeas and one hundred 
and five nays.

So the motion was rejected. (See Appendix No. 14.)

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
For the better enforcement of the laws,
To render valid the election of fence viewers, were severally 

read and passed to be engrossed, the first named in concurrence 
and the second sent up for concurrence.

The report of the Committee on the close of the session was 
recommitted to the Committee on that subject.

Bill concerning orders of notice in Probate Courts, was read 
but not disposed of.

Adjourned.

T hursday, May 5, 18G4.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance have authority in 

the consideration of matters referred to them, to send for 
persons and papers.

On motion of Mr. White of North Bridgewater,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, consider the 

expediency of so amending the 7th and 21st sections of the 
132d chapter of the General Statutes, as to provide that towns, 
and the common councils of cities shall only have power to 
alter the jury lists submitted for their revision and acceptance, 
by striking names therefrom.
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Mr. Tolman of South Scituate offered the following order 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing.

Ordered, That 2,000 copies of the Acts “ Concerning the 
Militia,” and “ Establishing Rules and Articles for governing 
the troops of the Commonwealth, and the militia in actual 
service,” be printed for immediate distribution to city and 
town officers.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Underwood of Dennis from the Committee on Towns, on 

an Order of April 8th, reported a Bill concerning the collection 
of taxes.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs, to whom was recommitted the petition of the city of 
Roxbury, reported a Bill to authorize the city of Roxbury to 
fill up the dock at Roxbury Point.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.

Engrossed Bills :
Concerning state scholarships,
Concerning the State Reform School and the Nautical Branch 

thereof ;
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill concerning Dogs, and for the protection of sheep and 

other domestic animals, came from the Senate, that branch 
having insisted upon its amendment in section 14, and having 
appointed Messrs. Chamberlain, Crafts and Dudley a Committee 
of Conference on the subject matter of difference between the 
two branches. The House agreed to the appointment of a com
mittee and Messrs. Harris of Springfield, Brown of Taunton 
and Allen of Boston were joined.

Bill concerning the militia came from the Senate, that branch 
having insisted upon its amendments in sections 27, 72, and 73, 
and having appointed Messrs. Carter, Codman and Bassett a 
Committee of Conference on the subject matter of difference 
between the two branches. The House agreed to the appointment 
of a committee and Messrs. Ritchie of Boston, Wentworth of 
Lowell, and Tyler of Boston, wrere joined.
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Bills :
In addition to an Act to define and regulate the enforcement 

of the liabilities of officers and stockholders of manufacturing 
corporations,

Concerning the Nashua and Lowell Railroad Corporation ;
Resolve:
In relation to Coast Defences ;
Bill:
Concerning returns of keepers of jails, houses of correction 

and overseers of the poor,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, except 
the last which was read and laid upon the table.

Bill concerning the compensation of assessors, introduced 
on leave in the Senate, was referred in concurrence to the Com
mittee on Towns.

Reports:
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of E. F. Hodges and others,
(Reference to the next General Court) on the petition of 

J. C. Abbott and others,
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were 

severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Reports:
Of the Committee on Education that no legislation is required 

on the annual report of the Trustees of the Museum of Com
parative Zoology ; and

(Reference to the next General Court) on so much of the 
Governor’s address as relates to New England and the North
west and Western Transportation,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were sever
ally considered and accepted in concurrence.

Notice was received that House Bill to limit the liability of 
sureties upon the bond of executors and administrators had 
been rejected by the Senate.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the Report 

(leave to withdraw) on petition of Daniel Hall and others was 
accepted, was agreed to, and the report was then amended, on
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motion of Mr. Gibbs of Wareham, by substituting a Bill to 
restrict the seining of fish in the harbor of Marion, which was 
read twice and ordered to a third reading.

Bills:
Concerning orders of notice of Probate Courts,
In further addition to an Act for supplying the city of Boston 

with pure water,
Were severally read, amended and ordered to a third reading.
Bills:
To allow administrators and guardians to mortgage real 

estate of their intestates and wards,
To incorporate the People’s Savings Bank in the city of Wor

cester,
In relation to drunkards and common drunkards in the city 

of Boston,
Extending the Lowell Horse Railroad into Chelmsford and 

Dracut,
In relation to bounties to persons enlisting in the naval 

service,
Exempting certain persons from service as jurors,
To repeal certain Acts respecting the police court of Taunton;
Resolves:
Authorizing the treasurer of the Commonwealth to sell 

certain property,
Providing for the payment of the expenses of the sickness 

and funeral of the late Selden Jennings,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading, and the 

Resolve last named was read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence.

Bills:
To authorize the Newburyport Railroad Company to construct 

railway tracks in the streets of Newburyport,
To incorporate the Emigrant Express Company in the city of 

Boston,
In relation to the adoption of children,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence, except the 
last named, which was in concurrence.

Bills:
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In addition to an Act to incorporate tlie Union Freight Horse 
Railroad Company,

To more equitably tax stockholders in corporations,
Relating to persons drawn as jurors,
In relation to juvenile offenders,
Concerning persons holding commissions from the Governor, 
In relation to the support of paupers,
Were severally, in accordance with the recommendations of 

committees, rejected.
The amendments of the Senate to the Bill in relation to the 

trial of issues of fact, were concurred in.
Reports (reference to the next General Court,)
On the subject of the usury laws,
On a Bill relating to certain branch railroads,
Were severally accepted in concurrence.
Reports (leave to withdraw) on petitions of 
Robert Waymouth, and John A. Goulding,
Were severally accepted, and the last named sent up for 

concurrence.
Reports (inexpedient) on the orders 
Relative to the fencing of railroads,
Relative to protection to claimants to pensions,
Relative to the asylum for inebriates,
Were severally accepted, the last named in concurrence.
Bill for the protection of labor was considered, but not dis

posed of.
Adjourned.

Afternoon Session.

Order.
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton offered the following order, which, 

under the rule, was laid over until to-morrow.
Ordered, That all joint committees be instructed to report 

upon all matters now before them, on or before Saturday next, 
and that all reports made by such committees after that time 
be referred to the next General Court.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Holton of Lowell, from the Committee on Manufactures, 

to whom was referred the order of April 8th, relative to the 
modification or repeal of chapter 61 of the General Statutes,
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reported, asking to be discharged from its further consideration, 
and recommending its reference to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary.

The report was considered and accepted, and so much as 
discharges the committee sent up for concurrence, and the 
order was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Engrossed Bills :
To incorporate the American Wheat Company,
Concerning the records of corporations and returns to 

assessors,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To incorporate the Boston and New York Steamship Com

pany»
Relating to divorce,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Orders of the D ay.
The House resumed the consideration of the Orders of the 

Day.
The Bill for the protection of labor was rejected.
Bill ceding jurisdiction to the United States over certain 

lands in Malden was read and passed to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence.

Bill to establish the city of Taunton was read and amended, 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Resolve in aid of the New England Hospital for Women and 
Children was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
sent up for concurrence, the question, shall it be rejected, being 
first decided in the negative.

Resolve in favor of the messengers and pages of the Legisla
ture was laid upon the table.

Bills:
In addition to an Act respecting the purchase and distribu

tion of the reports of cases argued and determined by the 
supreme judicial court,

Levying a tax on the transfer of shares in coal and mining 
companies,
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Resolves : To increase the pay of members of the Council,
In relation to national armories,
Were severally read and rejected.
Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, the 

vote by which the Resolve to increase the pay of members of 
the Council was rejected, was reconsidered, and the Resolve was 
laid upon the table.

Report of the Committee on Education on petition of the 
Trustees of the Mount Holyoke Seminary was accepted and 
sent up for concurrence.

Bill to authorize the payment of bounties to drafted men was 
read, amended, and ordered to a third reading.

Mr. Folger of Gardner moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the Bill levying a tax on the transfer of shares in 
coal and mining companies was rejected, and the motion was 
placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Adjourned.

Friday, May 6, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
The order offered yesterday by Mr. Lotlirop of Taunton, was 

amended by substituting the following, which was adopted.
Ordered, That on and after Monday next, each session of 

the House shall be considered a legislative day.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Harris of Springfield, on leave, introduced a Resolve in 

favor of the family of Moses W. Chapin, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Finance-.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Underwood of Dennis, from the Committee on Towns, 

on an order of April 8th, reported a Bill relating to assessments 
upon real estate which has been transferred, which was read
and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, from the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Oliver Nowell, reported reference to the next 
General Court.
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Mr. Kempton of New Bedford from the Committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions, on an order of Marcli 31st, relative to the 
admission of persons to the state almshouses, reported inexpe
dient to legislate.

These reports were severally considered and accepted and 
sent up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
Relating to the compensation of county commissioners and 

concerning county finances.
Relating to insane persons and lunatic hospitals,
Relating to the fisheries in the the town of Winchester,
To furnish certain documents to the public libraries of the 

Commonwealth,
To incorporate the South Danvers and Lynn Street Railway 

Company,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Railroad 

Company,
Relating to the Charles River and Warren Bridges Fund,
For the protection of the outer harbor of the city of Boston,
To provide additional pay to our militia in the service of the 

United States,
For the better observance of the Lord’s Day,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, except 
the last named, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Bills :
To secure the more certain payment of allotments and 

bounties to soldiers,
To change the mode of taxing property in corporations;
Resolves:
In relation to the valuation of the property of the Common

wealth,
Severally passed to be engrossed in concurrence in the Senate 

with amendments, came down, and the first named was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and the second and third 
were considered and the amendments were concurred in.

Reports :
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(Leave to withdraw) on petition of Joseph Pratt and others, 
to be incorporated as the Citizens Horse Railroad Company ; 
and

(Inexpedient) on an order relative to prohibiting the passage 
of Causeway street by cars of the Boston and Maine Railroad,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 
severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Tolman of South Scituate, the Resolves
Iii favor of the Messengers and Pages of the Legislature,
To increase the pay of members of the Council,
Were severally taken from the table and considered, and 

severally read and the first named amended, and severally 
ordered to a third reading.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The House refused to reconsider the vote by which the Bill 

levying a tax on the transfer of shares of coal and mining 
companies, was yesterday rejected.

Bills:
To authorize the city of Roxbury to fill up the dock at Rox- 

bury Point,
Concerning the Nashua and Lowell Railroad Corporation,
In addition to an Act to define and regulate the enforcement 

of the liabilities of officers and stockholders of manufacturing 
corporations;

Resolve:
In relation to Coast Defences,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Reports :
(Leave to withdraw) on petition of E. F. Hodges and others ; 

and
(Reference to the next General Court) on the petition of J. 

C. Abbott and others,
Were severally accepted in concurrence.
Bill in relation to Savings Banks and Institutions for Savings, 

was read and amended and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence.

Bill concerning jury trials in criminal cases was rejected.
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Report (inexpedient) relative to aid to families of volunteers 
becoming dependant subsequent to enlistment, was amended by 
substituting a Bill offered by Mr. Brown of Taunton “ to 
amend an Act in aid of the families of volunteers,” which was 
read twice, and amended, and ordered to a third reading.

The House reconsidered the vote by which it rejected the Bill 
to authorize the town of Tolland to take stock in the Pittsfield 
and New Haven Railroad, but no further action was taken 
thereon.

Adjourned.

Afternoon Session.
Met according to adjournment.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the 

expediency of further legislation relative to giving notice of 
petitions to the General Court.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the Committee on Federal 

Relations, to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
Address as relates to the Soldiers’ National Cemetery, reported 
a Resolve concerning the Soldiers’ National Cemetery, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bill to regulate the transporta
tion of passengers, freight and baggage to and from Martha’s 
Vineyard Camp-Ground, as amended by the Senate, reported 
that the amendments ought to be concurred in.

Mr. Borden of Fall River, from the Committee on the Taxation 
of Corporation Property, on an order of March 6th relative to 
deposits in savings banks, &c., reported that it should be 
referred to the next General Court.

Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Printing, on 
an order of May 5tli, relative to extra copies of the Bills con
cerning the Militia, reported inexpedient to adopt the same.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow, 
except the last, which was considered and accepted.
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Paper from the Senate.
Tlie Report of the Conference Committee on the subject 

matter of difference between the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives on the Bill concerning the militia, accepted in the 
Senate, came down, and was considered and accepted in con
currence.

Orders o f the Dap.
The House resumed the consideration of the Orders of the 

Day.
The Bill to authorize the town of Tolland to take stock in 

the Pittsfield and New Haven Railroad was ordered to a third 
reading.

The House then reconsidered the votes by which it rejected 
the several Bills to authorize the towns of Lee, Otis, Becket 
and Sandisfield to take stock in the same railroad, and these 
Bills were severally ordered to a third reading.

The House refused to reconsider the vote by which the Bill 
to incorporate the Berkshire Pleasure Park was rejected.

Bills:
Concerning the Mill-Dam road and the roads connected there

with belonging to the Commonwealth,
Concerning the collection of taxes,
Were severally indefinitely postponed.
Resolves :
Concerning street railways,
Providing for insane persons at Tewksbury,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bill for supplying the city of Salem with pure water was 

postponed and specially assigned for to-morrow at 10|- o’clock, 
A. M.

Bill concerning bail in actions of tort was rejected.
Bills:
In relation to drunkards and common drunkards in the city 

of Boston,
To extend the Lowell Horse Railroad into Chelmsford and 

Dracut,
Concerning orders of notice of probate courts,
To restrict the seining of fish in the harbor of Marion,
In further addition to an Act for supplying the city of Boston 

with pure water,
ii)
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To incorporate the Whitman and Miles Manufacturing 
Company,

To incorporate the People’s Savings Bank in the city of Wor
cester ;

Resolve :
Authorizing the Treasurer of the Commonwealth to sell 

certain property,
Were severally read, the first two amended and severally 

passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.
Bills :
To exempt certain persons from service as jurors,
To repeal certain Acts respecting the police court of Taunton,
In relation to bounties to persons enlisting in the naval service,
To allow administrators and guardians to mortgage real 

estates of their intestates and wards,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
Bill to authorize the payment of bounties to drafted men was 

read, amended and rejected.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the Bill concerning 

returns of keepers of jails, houses of correction and overseers 
of the poor, was taken from the table and placed in the Orders 
of the Day for to-morrow, Mr. Kimball giving notice that he 
should move a substitute therefor.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the vote by which the 
Bill in addition to an Act respecting the purchase and distribu
tion of the reports of eases argued and determined by the 
Supreme Judicial Court was rejected, was reconsidered, and 
the Bill was laid upon the table.

Mr. Stone of Charlestown moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the Bill relating to Savings Banks and Institu
tions for Savings was passed to be engrossed, and the motion 
was placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Adjourned.

Saturday, May 7, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
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Mr. Allen of Boston, moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the Report (reference to the next General Court,) on 
the Petition of Oliver Nowell was accepted ; but the motion 
was rejected.

Mr. Marshall of Lowell, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the Bill concerning the Mill-dam road and the roads 
connected therewith, belonging to the Commonwealth, was 
indefinitely postponed ; but the motion was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Underwood of Dennis, the vote by which 
the Bill to repeal certain acts respecting the Police Court of 
Taunton, was passed to be engrossed, was reconsidered, and 
the Bill was amended and passed to be engrossed in concur
rence.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, to whom was recommitted the Petition of the mayor of 
Chelsea, reported a Bill in addition to an Act to establish the 
city of Chelsea, which was read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Souther of Boston, from the Committee on Horse Rail
ways, reported that the Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate 
the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company ought to pass.

Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported that the Senate’s amendments to the Bill to secure the 
more certain payment of bounties and allotments to soldiers 
ought to be concurred in.

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the same Committee, on 
an order of April 14th, relative to chapter 247 of the Acts of 
1863, reported inexpedient to legislate.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the Committee on Insurance, to 
whom was recommitted the Petition of T. II. Smith and others, 
reported leave to withdraw.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.
Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the Joint Committee on 

the Close of the Session, reported that in their opinion the House 
should not receive any reports from Committees except from 
that on Finance after Wednesday morning next and that the 
session may be closed on Thursday next. The Report was 
considered and accepted, and sent up for concurrence.
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Mr. Newton of Southborough, from the Committee on Leave of 
Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sundry* 
members named, for certain times specified, including Mr. 
Goodman of Dana, for the remainder of the session; and the 
Report was considered and accepted.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, on leave, introduced a Resolve 

of thanks to Rear Admiral Charles H. Davis, which, the rule 
being suspended whieh required its reference to a committee, 
was read and ordered to a second reading.

Mr. Wellington of Charlestown, on leave, introduced a 
Resolve in favor of certain officers of the State Prison, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Prisons, and sent 
up for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Resolve providing for an amendment of the Constitution to 

secure the elective franchise to the voters of this Commonwealth,, 
absent therefrom in the military and naval service of the United 
States, with an accompanying Article of amendment of the- 
Constitution, being a new draft of the article agreed to by the 
House and sent up to the Senate, came down from the Senate, 
having been agreed to by a majority of members present and 
voting thereon.

The Resolve and Article were read and referred to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary.

Bills:
In relation to the Board of Overseers of Harvard College,
To authorize the First Universalist Society in Boston to sell 

real estate,
In relation to the Union Society in East Bridgewater,
Concerning the Somerville Horse Railroad Company and the 

Cambridge Railroad Company,
To regulate seining in the harbor of Mattapoisett,
In relation to the State Industrial School for Girls,
To establish the salaries of Judges of Probate and Insolvency 

for certain counties,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, except
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the last-named, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Finance.

'Reports (inexpedient,) relative to the establishment of a 
military academy,

And (reference to the next General Court,) on the Bill 
relating to railroad passes to members of the legislature,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were 
severally placed in the Orders of the Day for Monday.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the Bill relating 

to Savings Banks and Institutions for Savings was passed to be 
engrossed, was agreed to, and the Bill was then amended and 
rejected.

Bills:
To provide additional pay to our militia in the service of the 

United States,
To incorporate the South Danvers and Lynn Street Railway 

Company,
To furnish certain documents to the public libraries in the 

Commonwealth,
Relating to the fisheries in the town of Winchester,
Resolve concerning the Soldiers’ National Cemetery,
Bill relating to Insane Persons and Lunatic Hospitals,
Were severally read, the last-named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Report (reference to the next General Court,) on an Order 

of March 6th, relative to deposits in Savings Banks, was accepted 
and sent up for concurrence.

Bills:
Concerning the Nashua and Lowell Railroad Corporation,
In addition to an Act to define and regulate the enforcement 

of the liabilities of officers and stockholders of manufacturing 
corporations;

Resolves:
In relation to coast defences,
Providing for insane persons at Tewksbury,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
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Bills:
To amend an Act in aid of the families of volunteers,
To authorize the city of Roxbury to fill up the dock at 

Roxbury Point;
Resolve :
Concerning street railways,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence.
The amendments to the Bill to regulate the transportation of 

passengers, freight and baggage to and from Martha’s Vineyard 
Camp Ground, were concurred in.

Engrossed B ills:
Concerning the Congregational Library Association, 
Concerning the Wrentham Branch Railroad Company, 
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the Glasgow Company,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of George L. Dunbar,
In favor of the city of Worcester,
In favor of Benj. H. Wilson,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
In favor of Charles T. Carret,
In favor of Moses S. Herrick,
To provide for the procuring of flags to replace those lost or 

worn out in the service and for other purposes,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

Monday, May 9, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
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Engrossed B ills:
Concerning street railway corporations,
Concerning officers of corporations,
In addition to an Act relating to the trial of issues of fact,
To protect Cut Beach in the town of Gloucester,
Concerning the custody of the Returns of Life Insurance 

Companies,
Authorizing the town of Woburn to establish public baths,
To confirm certain acts of Henry A. Edwards as a superin

tendent of alien passengers,
Authorizing the establishment of the Boston Asylum for 

Inebriates,
To provide for the valuation of the property of the Common

wealth,
Concerning the Massachusetts Agricultural College,
To change the name of the Type-Setting Machine Company, 
To incorporate the Hopkinton Savings Bank,
Levying a tax upon certain corporations (being the Bill to 

change the mode of taxing property in corporations, with an 
amended title,)

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa
tives,)

Eor the better enforcement of the laws,
In relation to the adoption of children,
To authorize the Eastern Railroad Company to straighten its 

location across Merrimac River,
To repeal certain Acts respecting the Police Court of 

Taunton,
To allow administrators and guardians to mortgage real 

estate of their intestates and wards,
To establish the city of Taunton,
In relation to bounties to persons enlisting in the naval 

service,
To exempt certain persons from service as jurors,
In addition to an Act to define and regulate the enforcement 

of the liabilities of officers and stockholders of manufacturing 
corporations,

(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
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Engrossed Resolves :
Providing for the payment of the expenses of the sickness 

and funeral of the late Selden Jennings,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
In relation to the valuation of the property of the Common

wealth,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Gilbert of New Bedford, from the Committee on Railways 

and Canals, on an order of March 31st, reported a Bill con
cerning the right of railroad corporations to take land.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the Resolve to meet the liabilities of the 
State Prison, reported as a substitute therefor, a Bill in relation 
to the State Prison.

Also on an order of May 2d, a Bill in relation to legislation 
and acts of incorporation.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the Committee on Taxation 
of Corporation Property, reported a Bill relating to the assess
ment of taxes for the current year.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported that the Senate Bills,
To establish the salary of the Governor of the Common

wealth,
To establish the salary of Judges of Probate and Insolvency 

for certain counties,
Severally ought to pass.
Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the same committee, reported 

that Senate Bill to establish the salary of the Justice of the 
Police Court of the city of Chelsea ought to pass.

Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, reported 
that the Resolves,

In favor of Amos Butler,
In favor of Milton P. Pierce,
Severally ought to pass.
Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the same committee,
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reported that the Resolve in favor of Andrew D. Bullock ought 
to pass.

Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, from the same committee, reported 
that the Resolve in favor of the family of Moses W. Chapin, 
deceased, ought to pass with an amendment.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported that Senate Bills,

To provide trial by jury upon the question of granting a 
certificate of discharge in insolvency,

For the better enforcement of the Lord’s Day,
Severally ought to pass.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Allen of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 

Insolvency, on an order relating thereto, reported a Bill 
to establish the salaries of the Registers of Probate and Insol
vency in certain counties.

Mr. Marston of Barnstable, from the Committee on Prisons, 
to whom was referred the Resolve concerning the officers of the 
State Prison, reported that it ought to pass.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Introduced on Leave.
Bills and Resolves were introduced, on leave, as follows:
By Mr. Cook of Milford, a Bill to provide for the appoint

ment of a special agent to forward and prosecute the claims of 
the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers, and for soldiers 
of Massachusetts disabled in the military service of the United 
States.

By Mr. Smyth of Boston, a Resolve in favor of the family of 
John Dacey, deceased.

By Mr. Johnson of Adams, a Resolve in favor of the family 
of Abel Wetherbee, deceased.

By Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, a Resolve in favor of the family 
of Selden Jennings, deceased.

Severally read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, a Bill to protect the rights 

of stockholders in corporations, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, a Bill to incorporate the 
Eastern Marine Railway Company in Provincetown, which was

50
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read and, under a suspension of the rule requiring it to go to 
a committee, ordered to a second reading.

Papers from, the Senate.
Bill for the better accommodation of the adjutant-general,
Bill to allow officers compensation for the use of a horse and 

carriage in the service of civil process ;
Resolve in favor of the Northampton Lunatic Hospital,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, (the two last 

named being new drafts of House Bill and Resolve with the 
same title,)

Severally came down and were read ; and the first was 
ordered to a second reading, the second was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the third to the Committee 
on Finance.

Bills :
Concerning the taking of oaths, affidavits and acknowledg

ments of deeds of persons in the military service of the United 
States,

To render valid the election of fence viewers,
Severally passed to be engrossed in concurrence, with amend

ments, came down and were severally referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill for supplying the city of Salem with pure water, was 

read, and amended and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
Afterwards, Mr. Holden of Salem moved a reconsideration 

of the vote by which the Bill was passed to be engrossed ; but 
the motion was rejected.

Bill to guarantee insurance by mutual fire insurance compa
nies, was read and rejected.

Bill relating to assessments upon real estate which has been 
transferred, was read and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

Bill concerning returns of keepers of jails, houses of correc
tion, and overseers of the poor, was read and amended by the 
adoption of a substitute Bill offered by Mr. Kimball of Boston,
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whieh was read three times under a suspension of the rules, 
and passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Bills:
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Railroad 

Company,
In addition to an Act to establish the city of Chelsea,
In relation to the State Industrial School for Girls, 
Concerning the Somerville Horse Railroad Company and 

the Cambridge Railroad Company,
In relation to the Union Society in East Bridgewater,
To authorize the Eirst Universalist Society in Boston to sell 

real estate,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Report (leave to withdraw) on the petition of T. H. Smith 

and others was accepted, and sent up for concurrence.
Report (inexpedient) in relation to the establishment of a 

military academy, was accepted in concurrence.
Bills:
To provide for additional pay to our militia in the service of 

the United States,
To incorporate the South Danvers and Lynn Street Railway 

Company.
Relating to the fisheries in the town of Winchester,
Relating to insane persons and lunatic hospitals,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur

rence.
Resolves :
In favor of the messengers and pages of the legislature,
To increase the pay of members of the council,
Of thanks to Rear-Admiral Charles H. Davis,
Concerning the Soldiers’ National Cemetery,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Report (inexpedient) on an order relative to an amendment 

of chapter two hundred and forty-seven of the Acts of eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three was accepted.

The Senate’s amendments to the Bill to secure the more 
certain payment of allotments and bounties to soldiers, were 
concurred in.
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Mr. Ball of Upton, on leave, introduced a Resolve concern
ing the State Reform School at Westborough, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Afterwards, Mr. Kimball from that committee reported that 
it ought to pass, and it was placed in the Orders of the Day for 
to-morrow.

Adjourned.

Tuesday, May 10, 1864.

Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
To authorize the New Bedford and Taunton Railroad Cor

poration to extend its road,
In addition to an Act to provide for the payment of Bounties 

to Volunteers, and for other purposes,
Severally introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and 

were referred in concurrence, the first to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals, and the second to the Committee on 
Military Affairs.

Bill relating to the salary of the jailer and to jail fees in the 
county of Suffolk,

Resolves in relation to national affairs,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Report of the Committee of Conference on the subject 

matter of difference between the two branches relative to the 
Bill concerning dogs and for the protection of sheep and other 
domestic animals; and

Report of the Committee on the Troy and Greenfield Rail
road, &c., with an order authorizing said committee to sit 
during the recess of the legislature,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were sev
erally placed in the Orders of the Day for this afternoon.
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Reports of Committees.
Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

reported that Senate Bill to allow officers compensation for the 
use of a horse and carriage in the service of civil process, ought 
to pass.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the same committee, reported 
that the Resolve providing for an amendment of the Constitu
tion to secure the elective franchise to voters of this Common
wealth absent therefrom in the military and naval service of 
the United States, ought to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the same committee, reported 
that the Senate’s amendments to the Bill concerning the taking 
of oaths, affidavits and acknowledgments of deeds of persons in 
the military service of the United States, ought to be concurred 
in.

Mr. Brown of Taunton, from the same committee, on an 
order of May 5th, relative to chapter 132 of the General Statutes,

Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, from the same committee, on 
an order of May 6th, relating to notices of petitions to the 
General Court,

Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, on an 
order of February 9th, relating to the dissolution of membership 
of religious societies,

Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, to whom was referred the message of the governor 
transmitting a communication from the secretary of the navy 
respecting the transfer of certain lands in Charlestown to the 
United States,

Severally reported inexpedient to legislate.
Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for this afternoon.
Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, on the petition of Clark Jillson reported a Bill to estab
lish the salary of the justice of the police court of Worcester, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The Report (inexpedient) on an order relative to draws in 

the bridges of the Fall River and Warren Railroad Company, 
was amended on motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton, by substi-
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tuting a Rill requiring the construction of a draw in the bridge 
built by the Fall River and Warren Railroad Company over 
Cole’s River, which was read and ordered to a third reading.

Report (leave to withdraw) on petition of Joseph Pratt and 
others was accepted in concurrence, a motion by Mr. Tyler of 
Boston, to substitute a Bill to incorporate the Citizens Horse 
Railroad Company being first rejected.

Bills:
To provide a trial by jury upon the question of granting a 

certificate of discharge in insolvency,
To establish the salary of the governor of the Commonwealth, 
For the better observance of the Lord’s Day,
To establish the salary of the justice of the police court of 

the city of Chelsea,
In relation to the State Prison,
For the better accommodation of the adjutant-general; 
Resolves:
In favor of Milton P. Pierce,
In favor of Amos Butler,
In favor of the family of Moses W. Chapin,
In favor of Andrew D. Bullock,
Concerning the State Reform School at Westborough;
Bill:
Concerning the rights of railroad corporations to take land, 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills:
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Railroad 

Company,
Concerning the Somerville Horse Railroad Company and the 

Cambridge Railroad Company,
In relation to the Union Society in East Bridgewater,
To authorize the First Universalist Society in Boston to sell 

real estate,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
Adjourned.

Afternoon Session. 
Met according to adjournment.
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Engrossed Bills :
Establishing rules and articles for governing the troops of 

the Commonwealth and the militia in actual service,
To authorize the Newburyport Railroad Company to con

struct railway tracks in the streets of Newburyport,
To apportion and assess a tax of two million three hundred 

and ninety-six thousand four hundred and sixty-three dollars, 
To regulate the transportation of passengers, freight and 

baggage to and from the Martha’s Vineyard camp ground,
To incorporate the Emigrant Express Company in the city of 

Boston,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
To provide for additional pay to our militia in the service of 

the United States,
Concerning the Nashua and Lowell Railroad Corporations,
In relation to fisheries in the town of Winchester,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolve:
In favor of the State Almshouse at Monson,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.

Order.
Mr. Draper of Worcester, offered the following Order, which 

was laid over.
Ordered, That no member of the House shall speak more 

than twice on one question, or at any one stage of any bill, 
and not over ten minutes at any one time unless by the consent 
of the majority of the House.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, from the Committee on Rail

ways and Canals, on the Petition of the Boston and Lowell and 
Lowell and Nashua Railroad Corporations, reported a Bill to 
unite the Boston and Lowell and Lowell and Nashua Railroads, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading.
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Mr. Farlow of Newton, gave notice that he should offer a 
substitute for this Bill, entitled an Act to unite certain connect
ing and continuous railroads, forming parts of trunk lines under 
the names of the Boston and New Hampshire Railroad Com
pany, the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, and the 
Boston and Lake Ontario Railroad Company. The Bill was 
ordered to be printed.

Mr. Holton of Lowell, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
to whom was recommitted the Bill in addition to an Act to 
incorporate the Stockbridge Iron Company, reported it in a 
new1 draft.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Joint Committee, consisting 
of the Committee on Finance, of the House, and the Committee 
on the Treasury, of the Senate, reported a Bill to establish the 
salaries of the treasurer and auditor and of their first clerks.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judic
iary, on an order of April 23d, reported a Bill suspending so 
much of the sixty-first chapter of the General Statutes as 
authorizes associations for mining coal and minerals.

Mr. Holton of Lowell, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
on an order of March 14th, reported a Bill requiring the inspector 
of gasmeters to make annual returns.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred the message of the governor in relation 
to a commission as justice of the peace, issued to Joseph Hale, 
Jr., reported an address to His Excellency for the removal of 
said Hale from office.

The address was considered and adopted and sent up for 
concurrence.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bill to render valid the election 
of fence viewers, with the Senate’s amendments, reported that 
the amendment to the title ought to be concurred in, and the 
other amendment non-concurred in.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the same committee, reported 
that the Bill relating to assessments upon real estate which has 
been transferred ought not to pass.

Mr. Dickerman of Stoughton, from the same committee, on 
an order of April 1st, relative to writs of entry,
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Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, on an 
order of April 6th, relative to amending the Constitution as to 
elections of district attorneys, &c.,

Severally reported inexpedient to legislate.
Mr. Lothrop of Taunton, from the Committee on Military 

Claims, on the Petition of S. C. Bancroft,
Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the same committee, on the 

Petition of the Town of Natick,
Severally reported leave to withdraw.
Mr. Kimhall of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported that the Bill to establish the salaries of Registers of 
Probate and Insolvency in certain counties ought to pass with 
an amendment.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills :
To allow officers compensation for the use of a horse and 

carriage in the service of civil process,
Relating to the Charles River and Warren Bridges Fund,
For the protection of the outer harbor of the city of Boston, 
Relating to the compensation of county commissioners and 

concerning county finances,
Were severally read, the last named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
The Senate’s amendments to the Bill concerning the taking 

of oaths, affidavits and acknowledgments of deeds of persons 
in the military service of the United States, were concurred in. 

Reports :
Of the Committee of Conference on the subject matter of 

difference between the two Houses relative to the Bill concern
ing dogs and for the protection of sheep and other domestic 
animals,

(Inexpedient) relative to the transfer of jurisdiction over 
certain lands in Charlestown,

Were severally accepted in concurrence.
Reports (inexpedient) on the several orders,
Relative to Petitions to the General Court,

51
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Relative to amending section twenty-one of chapter one 
hundred and thirty-two of the General Statutes,

Relative to the dissolution of membership of religious 
societies,

Were severally accepted.
Bills:
To regulate seining in the harbor of Mattapoisett,
Relating to the salary of the jailer and to jail fees in the 

county of Suffolk ;
Resolves:
In relation to national affairs,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading, and 

under a suspension of rules were read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence.

Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston and 
Chelsea Railroad Company was referred to the next General 
Court.

Bill in relation to the Board of Overseers of Harvard College 
was considered and afterwards postponed and specially assigned 
for to-morrow at ten and a half o’clock.

Senate Bill to furnish certain documents to the public libra
ries of the Commonwealth, and

Bill in relation to railroad passes to members of the legis
lature,

(The last-named having been referred by the Senate to the 
next General Court,)

Were severally indefinitely postponed.
The order authorizing the Committee on the Troy and 

Greenfield Railroad to sit during the recess of the legislature 
was adopted in concurrence.

Bills:
To authorize severally the towns of Tolland, Lee, Otis, 

Becket and Sandisfield to take stock in the Pittsfield and New 
Haven Railroad Company,

To provide trial by jury upon the question of granting a 
certificate of discharge in insolvency,

To establish the salary of the governor of the Commonwealth,
To establish the salary of the justice of the police court of 

the city of Chelsea,
For the better accommodation of the adjutant-general,
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Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur 
rence.

Bill:
In relation to the State Prison ;
Resolves:
In favor of Milton P. Pierce,
In favor of Amos Butler,
In favor of Andrew D. Bullock,
In favor of the family of Moses W. Chapin, deceased,
Concerning the State Reform School at Westborough,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bill in relation to legislation and acts of incorporation was 

read but not disposed of.
On motion of Mr. Ball of Upton, the Bill concerning the 

State Lunatic Hospitals was taken from the table and read and 
rejected.

Messrs. Wentworth of Lowell, Ranney of Boston, Parsons of 
Lawrence, Brown of Taunton, and Smith of Gloucester, were 
appointed, on the part of the House, a Committee to present to 
the Governor the Address for the removal of Joseph Hale, Jr., 
from the office of justice of the peace for the county of Suffolk. 
Sent up for concurrence.

Adjourned.

W ednesday, May 11, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain of the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown, the vote by which 

the Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston and 
Chelsea Railroad Company, was yesterday referred to the next 
General Court, was reconsidered, and the Bill was then read a 
second and third time, amended and passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Eaton of Mattapoisett,
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance report what com

pensation shall be allowed Abner Harlow, deceased, late a 
member of this House, for his services.
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Reports of Committees.
Mr. Monroe of Roxbury, from the Committee on Engrossed 

Bills, to whom was referred the Engrossed Bills,
Relating to insurance companies and the officers and agents 

thereof,
Relating to trusts and trustees,
Reported them correctly engrossed and they were severally 

passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Bishop of Lawrence, from the Committee on Leave of 

Absence, reported that leave be granted to sundry members 
named, for certain times specified, and the Report was consid
ered and accepted.

Engrossed Bill :
To secure the more certain payment of allotments and boun

ties to soldiers,
(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
Was passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolve:
In relation to coast defences,
(Which originated in the Senate,)
Was passed and sent to the Senate.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported that the Bill to establish the salary of the cleçk of the 
Police Court of Worcester, and the

Resolve in favor of the Northampton Lunatic Hospital, 
Severally ought to pass.
And the Bill and Resolve were severally read and ordered to 

a second reading, and under a suspension of rules read a second 
and third time, and passed to be engrossed, the latter in concur
rence, and the former sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Kimball of Fitchburg, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, submitted a Report on the condition of the State 
Arsenal, which was placed in the Orders of the Day for to
morrow.

The order offered yesterday by Mr. Draper of Worcester, 
was rejected.
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Mr. Marston, of Barnstable, on leave, introduced a Resolve 
in favor of certain Indians of the Dartmouth tribe, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Papers f  rom the Senate.
Bill to provide returns for the Valuation Committee, and
Resolve relating to unpaid claims upon the Troy and Green

field Railroad, and to the claims of the Commonwealth upon 
Herman Haupt,

Severally introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and 
were severally referred in concurrence, the first to the Com
mittee on Reimbursement of Bounties and Amendments to the 
Valuation Act, and the second to the Committee on the Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel.

Reports:
Of the Committee on the Liquor Law (inexpedient) on 

Petitions of Thomas Robinson and others, and B. N. Bullock 
and others, and

(Inexpedient) relative to returns of railroad corporations,
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 

severally considered and accepted in concurrence.
Bills:
In relation to receivers of insurance companies,
In relation to witnesses,
To provide for the appointment of Boards of Examiners of 

Prisons,
Concerning schedules of insolvent debtors,
Relating to the East Boston Freight Railroad Company,
To incorporate the Grand Junction Wharf and Railroad 

Company,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read; and the first, second and third were 
severally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, the 
fourth was referred to the Committee on Probate and Chan
cery, and the fifth and sixth were ordered to a second reading.

Bills:
In addition to an Act incorporating the Salem and South 

Danvers Railroad Company,
To extend the Lowell Horse Railroad into Chelmsford and 

Draeut,
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In relation to drunkards and common drunkards in the city 
of Boston,

Resolves concerning street railways,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate with amend

ments in concurrence, came down, and the first was placed in 
the Orders of the Day for this afternoon, and the others were 
considered and the amendments were concurred in.

Bill for supplying city of Salem with pure water came from 
the Senate, that branch having non-concurred in the amend
ment to the sixteenth section.

On motion of Mr. Little of South Danvers, the House voted 
to recede and concur.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills in relation to legislation and acts of incorporation was 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Bills :
Relating to the assessment of taxes for the current year,
To incorporate the Eastern Marine Railway Company ;

' Resolve providing for an amendment of the Constitution to 
secure the elective franchise to the voters of this Commonwealth 
absent therefrom in the military and naval service of the 
United States ;

Bill suspending so much of the sixty-first chapter of the 
General Statutes as authorizes associations for mining coals 
and minerals,

Were severally read, the first-named amended and severally 
ordered to a third reading.

Reports (leave to withdraw) on the several Petitions of
S. C. Bancroft, and
The town of Natick,
Were accepted and sent up for concurrence.
Reports (inexpedient) on several orders,
Relative to writs of entry,
Relative to the election of district attorneys, &c.,
Were severally accepted.
Bills:
To allow officers compensation for the use of a horse and 

carriage in the service of civil process,
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Relating to the Charles River and Warren Bridges Fund,
Relating to the compensation of county commissioners and 

concerning county finances,
Were read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
Bill to establish the salaries of Judges of Probate and Insol

vency for certain counties, was read and amended but not dis 
posed of.

The subject specially assigned for consideration at ten and a 
half o’clock, viz.: the Bill in relation to the Board of Overseers 
of Harvard College, was called up, and the Bill was referred to 
the next General Court.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the Bill in addition to 
an Act respecting the purchase and distribution of the reports 
of cases argued and determined by the Supreme Judicial Court, 
was taken from the table and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

Adjourned.

Afternoon Session.
Met according to adjournment.

Engrossed Bills :
Concerning the taking of oaths, affidavits, depositions and 

acknowledgments of deeds of persons in the military service of 
the United States,

(Which originated in the House of Representatives,)
To incorporate the South Danvers and Lynn Street Railway 

Company,
To provide trial by jury upon the question of granting a 

certificate of discharge in insolvency,
In relation to the Union Society in East Bridgewater,
To authorize the First Universalist Society in Boston to sell 

real estate,
To establish the salary of the justice of the police court of 

the city of Chelsea,
To authorize the town of Tolland to take stock in the Pitts

field and New Haven Railroad Company,
To authorize the town of Otis to take stock in the Pittsfield 

and New Haven Railroad Company,
To establish the salary of the Governor of the Commonwealth,
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To regulate seining in the harbor of Mattapoisett,
Relating to the salary of the jailer and to jail fees in the 

county of Suffolk,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In relation to national affairs.
Providing for insane persons at Tewksbury,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Brownell of Westport,
Ordered, That the attorney-general and the auditor be 

requested to make a complete codification of the several Acts 
which have been passed and are now in force in aid of the 
families of volunteers in the military and naval service of the 
United States, and also the Act in aid of the families of drafted 
men and report the same to the next General Court.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave, introduced a Resolve 

authorizing the treasurer to borrow money in anticipation of 
the revenue, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Afterwards, Mr. Kimball, from that Committee, reported 
that it ought to pass, and it was read a second and third time 
under a suspension of rules and passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence.

A message was received from the governor in reply to an 
order of the House relating to contracts for arms, &c.

Referred to the Committee on Finance and ordered to be 
printed.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that the Bill in addition to an Act respecting the 
purchase and distribution of the reports of cases argued and 
determined by the Supreme Judicial Court, ought to pass with 
an amendment.
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The Report was considered and the Bill was read and 
amended in accordance with the Report, and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Palfray of Salem, from the Committee on Federal Rela
tions, to whom was referred the Resolves relating to the exten
sion of the Goodyear Patents, and the Petition of S. Oliver, Jr., 
and others, reported that the Resolves ought to pass.

Mr. Stearns of Pittsfield, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported that the Resolve in favor of certain officers of the State 
Prison, ought not to pass.

Mr. Dexter of West Roxbury, from the same committee, 
reported that the Resolve in favor of certain Indians of the 
Dartmouth tribe, ought not to pass.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred a Bill to provide for the appointment of a 
special agent to forward and prosecute the claims of the widows 
and orphans of deceased soldiers and of soldiers of Massachusetts 
disabled in the military service of the United States, reported 
that it be printed and referred to the next general court.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Report of the Auditor in relation to moneys 
expended on account of the Iloosac Tunnel, reported that the 
same be referred to the next general court.

Also, that no legislation is necessary on the Message of the 
Governor concerning the land scrip for the Agricultural College.

The Reports were severally considered and accepted.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that Senate Bill relating to receivers of insurance 
companies ought to pass. ,

Placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Newton of Southborough, from the Committee on Leave 

of Absence, reported that leave be granted to sundry members 
named for certain times specified, and the Report was considered 
and accepted.

Introduced, on Leave.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, on leave, introduced a Bill con

cerning the estates of married women held in trust, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

52
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Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to establish the salaries of judges of probate and insol

vency for certain counties, was amended and referred to the 
Committee on Probate and Chancery.

Bill to establish the salaries of registers of probate and 
insolvency for certain counties, was read and referred to the 
same committee.

Bills:
To establish the salaries of the treasurer and auditor and 

of their first clerks,
Requiring the inspector of gasmeters to make annual returns,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Stockbridge Iron 

Company,
Were severally read, the first named amended, and severally 

ordered to a third reading.
Bill relating to assessments upon real estate which has been 

transferred, and
Bill in relation to the State Industrial School for Girls,
Were severally rejected.
Bill for the better observance of the Lord’s Day was indefi

nitely postponed.
Bills:
Relating to the assessment of taxes for the current year,
To incorporate the Eastern Marine Railway Company in 

Province town,
Requiring the construction of a draw in the bridge built by 

the Fall River and Warren Railroad Company over Cole’s River,
For the protection of the outer harbor of the city of Boston,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence, except the last named, which was in concur
rence.

Bill to render valid the election of fence viewers was consid
ered, the question being on concurring with the Senate’s 
amendments; and the amendment in the title was concurred 
in and the other amendment was concurred in with an amend
ment.

Sent up for concurrence.
Bill to unite the Boston and Lowell and certain other rail

roads in one corporation, was read. Mr. Farlow of Newton,
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moved to amend the Bill by substituting therefor a Bill to unite 
certain connecting and continuous railroads forming parts of 
trunk lines, under the names of the Boston and New Hampshire 
Railroad Company, the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, 
and the Boston and Lake Ontario Railroad Company.

On motion of Mr. Draper of Worcester, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and the,roll being called, the amendment was 
rejected by a vote of sixty-five yeas and ninety-four nays. (See 
Appendix, No. 15.)

The Bill was then rejected.
The Resolve providing for an amendment of the Constitution 

having been read three times, was put upon its final passage, 
and the roll being call, the yeas and nays were as follows:

Yeas: Messrs. A. 0. Allen, J. S. Allen, Amadou, Ball, Bar
ker, Barnes, Bartlett, Beecher, Bigelow, Bisbee, Bishop, 
Blanchard, Bonney, Borden, Boyd, Bradford, Briggs, George 
A. Brown, George F. Brown, Joseph Brown, E. P. Brownell, 
Wright Brownell, Henry Bullard, A. D. Bullock, Burgess, 
C. G. Burnham, N. Burnham, Butterfield, Carter, Carver, 
Chapin, Chapman, Cheever, Clapp, A. J. Clark, Jas. W. Clark, 
Henry Clark, Coburn, Comstock, Conant, Couch, Crane, Cutler,
M. B. Daggett, Davenport, Davis, Dexter, Erastus Dickinson, 
Draper, Drury, Eaton, Eldridge, Fales, Fitz, Foley, R. P . Folger, 
Forbes, Clias. A. Foster, George Foster, Garfield, George S. 
Gates, Paul Gates, Gibbs, Goodcll, Goodwin, Grant, Handley, 
Hannum, Harris, Hitchcock, Hopkins, Houghton, L. G. Howe,
N. Howe, Hutchins, Ide, Robert Johnson, Sylvander Johnson, 
Jefferson Kimball, Kirkland, Kniel, Kniffen, Samuel Little, W. 
H. Little, Loomis, Lothrop, Magoun, Marrett, Marshall, Mars- 
ton, McCarthy, Merrill, Monroe, Morrill, Morse, Newhall, 
Newton, Nowell, Orr, Otheman, Otis, James Packard, Parks, 
Parsons, Partridge, Patch, Pendergast, Pierce, Pike, Pope, 
Powers, Preston, Prime, Reed, L. B. Rice, Marshall S. Rice, 
Richardson, Rockwood, Rogers, Roney, Russell, Sawin, Scudder, 
Sherman, Shortle, B. H. Smith, Elisha Smith, Sylvanus Smith, 
Souther, Stanwood, Stearns, Stebbins, Stetson, A. W. Stevens, 
F. J. Stevens, Richard Stevens, Stever, Stickney, J. C. Stimpson, 
A. G. Stimson, James M. Stone, L. H. Stone, Story, Stiatton, 
Studley, Warner C. Sturtevant, William H. Sturtevant, I ait, 
Tyler, Underwood, Vose, Washburn, Waters, T. W. Wellington,
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Wentworth, Whitney, Wilder, Wiley, Williams, Winn, Wood, 
Woodcock, Young—163.

Nays: Messrs. James Brown, Gaylord, Lovell, and Eneas 
Smyth—4.

One hundred and sixty-three members having voted in the 
affirmative and four in the negative, the Resolve and Article of 
Amendment in the amended draft, which came from the Senate, 
were agreed to in concurrence.

The Resolve and Article are as follows:
Resolve providing for an amendment of the Constitution to 

secure the elective franchise to the voters of this Commonwealth, 
absent therefrom in the military and naval service of the United 
States.

Resolved, by both Houses, (the same being agreed to by a 
majority of the Senators and two-thirds of the members of the 
House of Representatives, present and voting thereon,) that it 
is expedient to alter the Constitution of this Commonwealth by 
adopting the subjoined Article of Amendment, and that the 
same as thus agreed to, be entered on the journals of both 
Houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to 
the general court next to be chosen, and that the same be 
published, to the end that if agreed to by the general court 
next to be chosen, in the manner provided by the Constitution, 
it may be submitted to the people for their approval and ratifi
cation, in order that it may become a part of the Constitution 
of this Commonwealth.

Article o f Amendment.
The general court shall have power to provide by law the 

manner in which any qualified voter of this Commonwealth, 
who is absent in the time of war in the military or naval service 
of the United States, may vote in the choice of any officer that 
may be voted for at a general election.

Adjourned.

Thursday, May 12, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
A communication was received from the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth enclosing copies of an order adopted in the
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Council, and also a Report of a Committee of the Council in 
reference to certain claims of the State of Maine.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred Resolves in favor of the families, severally, 
of John Dacey, Abel Wetherbee, and Selden Jennings, and on 
an order relative to the pay of the late Abner Harlow, reported 
a Resolve in favor of the families of Abner Harlow, John Dacey, 
Abel Wetherbee and Selden Jennings.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bill relating to the partition 
of flats, reported it in a new draft entitled a Bill concerning 
the division of flats.

Severally read and ordered to a second reading.
Mr. Parsons of Lawrence, from the same committee, reported 

that the Bill concerning the estates of married women held in 
trust, ought to pass.

Placed in the Orders of the Day for this afternoon.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill relating to the compensation of county commissioners 

and concerning county finances, came from the Senate, that 
branch having concurred with a portion of the amendments 
made by the House, and non-concurred with others. The Bill 
was placed in the Orders of the Day for this afternoon.

Bill concerning returns of sheriffs, keepers of jails and 
houses of correction, and overseers of the poor, passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence in the Senate, with amendments, 
came down, and was considered and the amendments were 
concurred in.

Report (inexpedient) on an order of March 18th, relative to 
draining Back Bay lands, accepted in the Senate, came down, 
and was considered and accepted in concurrence.

Bills:
To confirm certain acts done by trial justices who have not 

taken the qualifying oath,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Melrose and South 

Reading Horse Railroad Company,
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To authorize the New Bedford and Taunton Railroad Corpo
ration to extend its track,

In further addition to an Act to establish the city of New
bury port,

Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down 
and were severally read, and the first was referred to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary, the second and third were ordered to 
a second reading, and the fourth was read a second and third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the vote by which 
the House rejected the Bill to unite the Boston and Lowell and 
certain other railroads in one corporation, was reconsidered, 
and the Bill was then recommitted to the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bills:
Concerning the rights of railroad corporations to take land,
Suspending so much of the sixty-first chapter of the General 

Statutes as authorizes associations for mining coals and min
erals,

In addition to an Act to incorporate the Stockbridge Iron 
Company,

Were severally read, the two first named amended, and sever
ally passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Resolves relating to the extension of the Goodyear Patents,
Bill relating to the East Boston Freight Railroad Company,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Resolve in favor of certain officers of the State Prison was 

recommitted to the Committee on Prisons.
Bill in addition to an Act incorporating the Salem and South 

Danvers Railroad Company was considered, the question being 
on concurring with the Senate’s amendments; and the amend
ments were all concurred in, except the last, which was nou- 
concurred in.

Sent up for concurrence.
Report of the Committee on Military Affairs concerning the 

arsenal,
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Report (inexpedient) on an order relative to the support of 
married women by husbands who refuse to support them,

Were severally accepted and the first sent up for concurrence.
Bill to incorporate the Grand Junction Wharf and Railroad 

Company was read and rejected.
Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Scudder of Dorchester, the 

vote by which the Bill was rejected was reconsidered, and Mr. 
Scudder moved certain amendments to the Bill, but no further 
question was taken thereon.

Adjourned.

A fternoon Session.
Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Parks of Russell, on leave, introduced a Resolve concern

ing the payment of the expenses of William Bennett during his 
sickness, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

Afterwards, Mr. Kimball, from that committee, reported that 
it ought not to pass.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported that Senate Bill in relation to witnesses ought 
to pass.

Mr. Marrett of Cambridge, from the Committee on Probate 
and Chancery, reported that Senate Bill concerning schedules 
of insolvent debtors ought to pass.

Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported that the Bill to protect the rights of stockholders 
in corporations ought not to pass.

Severally placed in the Orders of the Day for to-morrow.
Mr. Allen of Boston, from the Committee on Probate and 

Chancery, to whom was referred the Bills to establish the sala
ries of judges of probate and insolvency in certain counties, 
and to establish the salaries of the registers of probate and 
insolvency in certain counties, reported a Bill to establish the 
salaries of the judges, registers and assistant-registers of probate 
and insolvency for certain counties, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading.

Mr. Bonney of New Bedford, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Bill to provide for the
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appointment of examiners of prisons, reported the same in a 
new draft, entitled a Bill concerning the inspectors of prisons.

Mr. Marston of Barnstable, from the Committee on Prisons, 
to whom was recommitted the Resolve in favor of certain officers 
of the State Prison, reported it in a new draft.

The Bill and Resolve were severally read and ordered to a 
second reading, and under a suspension of rules were read a 
second and third time, and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence.

Papers from the Senate.
Resolves:
Authorizing additional compensation to members of the 

legislature,
To increase the pay of members of the council,
In favor of the chaplains, messengers and pages of the legis

lature,
Severally passed to be engrossed in concurrence, with amend

ments, came down, and were severally considered and the 
amendments were concurred in.

Bill relating to the tax on banks, passed to be engrossed in 
the Senate, came down, and was read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Report of the Committee on the Purchase of the Western 
Railroad by the Commonwealth, accompanied by an order 
authorizing the appointment of a special committee to sit during 
the recess for the consideration of the subject, with authority 
to visit the line of the road and send for persons and papers, 
and with instructions to report to the next general court, 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was placed in the 
Orders of the Day for to-morrow.

Notice was received that House Bills,
Concerning the House of Reformation in the city of Boston,
To amend an Act in aid of the families of volunteers,
Had been severally rejected by the Senate.

Orders o f the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill:
Concerning the division of flats, and
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Resolve :
In favor of certain Indians of the Dartmouth tribe,
"Were severally read and ordered to a third reading.
Bills :
Concerning receivers of insurance companies,
Concerning the Melrose and South Reading Horse Railroad 

Company,
To authorize the New Bedford and Taunton Railroad Corpor

ation to extend its track,
Concerning the estates of married women held in trust,
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading, and the 

rules being suspended, were passed to be engrossed in concur
rence, except the last, which was sent up for concurrence.

Bills:
To establish the salaries of the treasurer and auditor and of 

their first clerks,
Requiring the inspector of gasmeters to make annual returns,
Resolves relating to the extension of the Goodyear Patents,
Bill relating to the East Boston Freight Railroad Company,
Were severally read and the title of the first named amended, 

and severally passed to be engrossed and sent up for concur
rence, except the last named, which was in concurrence.

The Bill to incorporate the Grand Junction Wharf and Rail
road Company was amended, according to the motion of Mr. 
Scudder, and ordered to a third reading, and under a suspen
sion of rules, read a third time, and the title amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

The Bill relating to the compensation of county commis
sioners and concerning county finances was considered, and 
the House voted to insist upon the amendments to which the 
Senate non-concurred.

Resolve in favor of the families of Abner Harlow, John Dacey, 
Abel Wetherbee and Selden Jennings, was read and amended 
by adopting a substitute, and ordered to a third reading, and 
under a suspension of rules, was read and passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, and under a suspension 
of rules, the House reconsidered the vote by which it rejected 
the Bill in relation to the State Industrial School for Girls, and 
the same was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

53
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Engrossed B ills:
For the better accommodation of the adjutant-general.
To authorize the town of Becket to take stock in the Pitts

field and New Haven Railroad Company,
To authorize the town of Sandisfield to take stock in the 

Pittsfield and New Haven Railroad Company,
To authorize the town of Lee to take stock in the Pittsfield 

and New Haven Railroad Company,
Concerning the Somerville Horse Railroad Company and the 

Cambridge Railroad Company,
For the protection of the outer harbor of the city of Boston, 
To promote public justice in criminal cases,
Relating to the Charles River and Warren Bridges Fund,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Quincy Railroad 

Company,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
To incorporate the People’s Savings Bank in the city of 

Worcester,
To incorporate the Whitman and Miles Manufacturing Com

pany,
To authorize the city of Roxbury to fill up the dock at Rox- 

bury Point,
In further addition to an Act for supplying the city of Boston 

with pure water,
Authorizing the extension of the Lowell Horse Railroad into 

Chelmsford and Dracut,
In relation to the election of fence viewers,
In relation to drunkards and common drunkards in the city 

of Boston,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of the Northampton Lunatic Hospital,
Authorizing the treasurer of the Commonwealth to sell 

certain property,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,) 
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.
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F riday, May 13, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.
Engrossed Bill for supplying the city of Salem with pure water 

(which originated in the Senate,) was passed to be enacted and 
sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves :
Of thanks to Rear Admiral Charles H. Davis,
In favor of the adjutant-general,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Papers from the Senate.
Bill concerning dogs in Gay Head, passed to be engrossed in 

the House, came from the Senate, referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. The House non-concurred and the Bill was 
returned to the Senate.

Afterwards, the Bill came down, the Senate having insisted 
on the reference, and the House receded and concurred in the 
reference.

Bill in relation to street railway corporations, passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and ordered 
to a second reading, and under a suspension of rules, read a 
second and third time and passed to be engrossed in concur
rence.

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield, the vote 
by which the Bill was passed to be engrossed was reconsidered 
and the Bill was indefinitely postponed.

Reports ; of the Committee on Public Lands, asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the Petition of the 
city of Roxbury for removal of obstructions caused by the 
Boston Water Power Company in the full basin of the Back 
Bay,

(Inexpedient) relative to the annual report of the Commis
sioners on Harbors and Flats,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were sever
ally considered and accepted in concurrence.
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Bill extending the powers of guardians to adjust controversies 
by arbitration or compromise, passed to be engrossed in the 
Senate, came down, and was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.

Afterwards, Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from that committee, 
reported that it ought not to pass, and the Bill was considered 
and rejected.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Joint Committee on the 
subject of taxing corporation property consider the expediency 
of repealing or amending chapter 247 of the Acts of 1863, 
requiring corporations to make returns to assessors.

Afterwards, Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the committee, 
reported inexpedient to legislate, and the report was considered 
and accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the same committee inquire 
of the proper officers what measures have been taken to collect 
the taxes imposed by chapter 236 of the Acts of 1863, upon 
non-resident stockholders ; why said taxes have not been 
collected, and also inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law, either for the collection of said taxes or for refunding the 
taxes already paid under said Act.

Afterwards, Mr. Ranney of Boston, from the committee, 
reported inexpedient to legislate, and the report was considered 
and accepted.

An order from the Senate that the Joint Committee on the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, authorized 
to sit during the recess, be directed to examine and report to 
the next legislature upon any claim for labor, service and mate
rials on said railroad and for money advanced on these accounts, 
and also as to any claims of the Commonwealth upon Herman 
Haupt, was laid over until the afternoon session.

Bills:
In addition to an Act to provide for the payment of bounties 

to volunteers and for other purposes,
To provide compensation for members of the Senate and 

House of Representatives,
To establish a board of commissioners on harbors and flats,
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and the first was read and ordered to a second reading, and 
under a suspension of rules was read a second time and
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amended, and read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence, and the second and third were read and ordered 
to a second reading, and the third was ordered to be printed.

Bill in relation to the State Prison, passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence by the Senate with amendments, came down, and 
was considered, and the amendments were concurred in, 
except the last one, which was non-concurred in.

Bill to establish the Massachusetts Bounty Fund, and to 
provide a sinking fund for its redemption, passed to be engrossed 
in the Senate in concurrence with amendments, came down 
and was placed in the Orders of the Day for this afternoon.

Bill to change certain harbor lines in the South Bay and 
Fort Point Channel, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 
down, and was read and ordered to a second reading.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Stone of Waltham,—
Ordered, That the Committee on the Pay Roll make up the 

pay of the members of the House including Saturday, May 14th. 
On motion of Mr. Stone of Charlestown,—
Ordered, That a joint committee of three on the part of the 

House, with such as the Senate may join, be appointed to 
procure for the use of the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
a skeleton map of Massachusetts, in which shall be delineated 
all the railroads built or in process of construction in the State. 

And Messrs. Stone of Charlestown,
Cutler of Boston, and 
Johnson of Dorchester,

were appointed the committee on the part of the Flouse. 
Sent up for concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance consider the 

expediency of reporting a Bill making an addition of fifty per 
cent, to the amount provided for in the Bill to apportion and 
assess a State tax.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the Committee on Railways 

and Canals, on an order of April 26th, reported a Bill relating 
to the reports of railroad corporations, which was road and
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ordered to a second reading, and under a suspension of rules 
read a second and third time, and passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, to whom was referred the Bill in relation to the State 
Industrial School for Girls, reported that it ought to pass with 
amendments ; and the Bill was considered and amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Mr. Folger of Nantucket, from the Committee on Leave of 
Absence, made a report, granting leave of absence to sundry 
members named for certain times specified, and the report was 
considered and accepted.

On motion of Mr. Marshall of Lowell,—
Ordered, That leave of absence be granted to Charles Beck 

of Cambridge, from April 9th to the close of the session.
Mr. Smith of Gloucester, from the Committee on the Judi

ciary, reported that the Bill to confirm acts done by trial 
justices who have not taken the qualifying oath, ought to pass; 
and the Bill was considered, aiid under a suspension of rules 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, from the Committee on Rail
ways and Canals, to whom was recommitted the Bill to unite 
the Boston and Lowell and certain other railroads in one cor
poration, reported that it ought not to pass; and the Bill was 
considered and injected.

Mr. Stone of Charlestown, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, to whom was referred an order on the subject of 
memorializing Congress relative to the pay of colored troops, 
reported, asking to be discharged from its further considera
tion, and the report was considered and accepted, and sent up 
for concurrence.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Wentworth of Lowell introduced, on leave, a Resolve 

authorizing the governor to procure copies of plans of the 
boundary line between Massachusetts and Rhode Island ; and 
under a suspension of rules, the Resolve was read three times, 
and passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
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Bill in relation to witnesses was read, amended, and ordered 
to a third reading,

Bill to protect the rights of stockholders in corporations ; and
Resolve concerning the payment of expenses of William 

Bennett during his sickness ;
Order from the Senate, anthorizing a committee to be 

appointed to sit during the recess, and to consider the question 
of the purchase of the Western Railroad by the Commonwealth,

Were severally rejected.
Bill relating to the tax on banks was read and indefinitely 

postponed.
Bill to establish the salaries of the judges, registers and 

assistant-registers of probate and insolvency for certain coun
ties was read and ordered to a third reading, and under a 
suspension of rules was read and passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence.

Bill concerning the division of flats ; and
Resolve in favor of certain Indians of the Dartmouth tribe,
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 

for concurrence.
Bill concerning schedules of insolvent debtors was read and 

indefinitely postponed.
Bill to provide returns for the Valuation Committee, passed 

to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was, under a 
suspension of rules, read three times, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence.

Adjourned.

A fternoon Session.
Met according to adjournment.
A communication was received from the secretary of the 

Commonwealth, transmitting in obedience to section 17 of 
chapter 176 of the Acts of 1862, the changes and modifications 
of the pilot regulations.

Laid upon the table and ordered to be printed.

Papers f  rom the Senate.
Reports :
Of the Committee on Prisons ; and
Of the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions,
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Giving the results of their observations and examinations 
during the session,

Severally accepted in the Senate, came ddwn, and the first was 
laid upon the table, and the latter was accepted in concurrence.

Resolve in favor of the messenger to the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 
down, and under a suspension of the rules was read three 
times, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Bill in relation to the State Prison, came from the Senate, 
that branch having insisted upon its amendment. The House 
voted to insist and to ask for a committee of conference on the 
subject matter of difference, and appointed Messrs. Kimball of 
Boston, Parlow of Newton, and Marston of Barnstable as the 
committee. Afterwards, Mr. Kimball reported, recommending 
that the House recede and concur with the Senate, and the 
report was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

Bill to establish the salaries of the treasurer, auditor, 
secretary of the Commonwealth, adjutant-general and other 
officers, passed to be engrossed in concurrence in the Senate 
with an amendment, came down, and the House non-concurred 
in the amendment. Afterwards the Bill came down, the 
Senate having insisted, and the House voted to recede.

A message was received from the Senate, returning the Bill 
relating to writs of entry, the same having been incorrectly 
engrossed. Referred to the Committee on Engrossed Bills.

Afterwards, Mr. Monroe of Roxbury, from that committee, 
reported, recommending that the vote by which the Bill was 
passed to be enacted be reconsidered, and that the Bill be 
re-engrossed; and the report was accepted, and action taken 
accordingly.

The order from the Senate, authorizing the Committee on 
the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, to report on claims for 
labor, &c., &c., laid over at the morning session, was indefi
nitely postponed.

Bill concerning dogs owned in Gay Head, passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was, under a suspen
sion of rules, read three times, and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence.

Bill concerning the division of flats, passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence, with an amendment, in the Senate, came down
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and was considered, and the amendment was concurred 
in.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred a communication from the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, covering a report of a committee of the 
council on the subject of the claims of the State of Maine, 
reported a Resolve in favor of the State of Maine, which, 
under a suspension of the rules, was read three times and 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Forbes of Clinton, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the Governor’s Message concerning contracts 
and purchases of arms, reported that no legislative action 
beyond what would be provided for in the appropriation bill, 
would be necessary. And the report was considered and 
accepted.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, from the joint special committee on the 
relations of the Commonwealth with the Eastern Railroad 
Corporation, reported Resolves concerning the Eastern Rail
road Corporation and its indebtedness to the Commonwealth. 
The same were read and ordered to a second reading, and 
under a suspension of the rules were read a second time and 
rejected.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, on 
an order of to-day, reported a Bill in addition to an Act 
to apportion and assess a State tax ; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading, and under a suspension of the 
rules was read a second time and was rejected.

Mr. Wentworth of Lowell, from the Committee on the Judi
ciary, reported that the Bill in relation to legislation and acts 
of incorporation ought not to pass, and it was rejected.

Mr. Newton of Southborough, from the Committee on Leave 
of Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sundry 
members named, for certain times specified, and the report was 
considered and accepted.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, introduced on leave a Bill in relation 

to Resolves, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. Mr. Kimball, from that committee, afterwardi-

54
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reported that the Bill ought to pass, and under a suspension of 
the rules, it was read three times and passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Smyth of Boston, on leave, introduced a Resolve in favor 
of the clerks in the office of the adjutant-general, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, asked leave to introduce a Resolve 
authorizing the governor to make arrangements with the 
Eastern Railroad Corporation in relation to the debt due to the 
Commonwealth from the same ; but leave was refused.

Order.
On motion of Mr. Borden of Fall River,—
Ordered, That when the House adjourn it adjourn to meet 

at 9 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to establish the Massachusetts Bounty Fund and to create 

a sinking fund for its redemption, was considered, the question 
being on concurring with the Senate’s amendments, and all the 
amendments were concurred in (except the one at D,) and the 
Bill was returned to the Senate.

Afterwards it came back, the Senate having insisted, and the 
House voted to insist and to ask for a Committee of Conference, 
and Messrs. Ranney of Boston, Farlow of Newton, and Bouney 
of New Bedford, were appointed on the committee.

Bill to provide compensation for members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives was read, amended and ordered to a 
third reading.

Bill in relation to witnesses was read and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence.

Bill to establish a Board of Commissioners on Harbors and 
Flats was read but not disposed of.

Engrossed B ills:
To restrict the seining of fish in the harbor of Marion,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Boston and Cheslea 

Railroad Company,
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To repeal an Act relating to the annual abstract of public 
documents and reports,

Concerning estates of married women held in trust, 
Concerning the militia,
Concerning orders of notice in probate courts,
Concerning returns of sheriffs, keepers of jails and houses of 

correction, and overseers of the poor,
Relating to the assessment of taxes for the current year, 
Requiring the construction of a draw in the bridge built by 

the Fall River and Warren Railroad Company over Cole’s River. 
Concerning the rights of railroad corporations to take land, 
In addition to an Act incorporating the Salem and South 

Danvers Railroad Company,
Concerning the inspectors of prisons,
Ceding jurisdiction to the United States over certain lands in 

Malden,
In addition to an Act respecting the purchase and distribu

tion of the reports of cases argued and determined in the 
Supreme Judicial Court,

To establish the salaries of the judges, registers and assistant- 
registers of probate and insolvency for certain counties,

To establish the salary of the clerk of the police court of 
Worcester,

To incorporate the Eastern Marine Railway Company in 
Provineetown,

In addition to an act to establish the city of Chelsea, 
Requiring the inspector of gasmeters to make annual returns, 
Relating to reports of railroad corporations,
In relation to Resolves,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Stockbridge Iron 

Company,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Relating to the East Boston Freight Railroad Company,
To allow the New Bedford and Taunton Railroad Corporation 

to extend its track,
To allow officers compensation for the use of a horse and 

carriage in the service of civil process,
In further addition to an Act to establish the city of New 

buryport,
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To incorporate the Grand Junction Wharf Company, 
Relating to receivers of insurance companies,
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Melrose and South 

Reading Horse Railroad Company,
To provide returns for the Valuation Committee,
In relation to the State Industrial School for Girls,
In further addition to an Act to provide for the payment of 

bounties to volunteers and for other purposes,
To confirm acts done by trial justices who have not taken 

the qualifying oath,
Relating to insane persons and lunatic hospitals,
Relating to the compensation of county commissioners and 

concerning county finances,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
Concerning street railways,
In favor of Andrew D. Bullock,
Concerning the Soldiers’ National Cemetery,
In relation to the ventilation of the hall of the House of 

Representatives,
Authorizing the treasurer to borrow money in anticipation of 

the revenue,
To increase the pay of members of the council,
Concerning the State Reform School at Westborough, 
Authorizing additional compensation to members of the 

legislature,
In favor of Amos Butler,
In favor of Milton P. Pierce,
In favor of the family of Moses W. Chapin, deceased,
In favor of the chaplains, messengers and pages of the legis

lature,
Authorizing the governor to procure copies of plans of the 

boundary line between Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
In favor of certain officers of the State Prison,
In favOr of certain Indians of the Dartmouth tribe,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,) ,
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In favor of the sergeant-at-arms, the clerks of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, and of the several departments, 

(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.
Adjourned.

Saturday, May 14, 1864.
Met according to adjournment.
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain.

Orders.
On motion of Mr. Monroe of Roxbury,—
Ordered, That the clerks of the two branches cause to be 

prepared and printed, before the meeting of the next General 
Court, 2,000 copies of so much as may be practicable of the 
Legislative Manual, on the general plan of the Manual of the 
present year.

On motion of Mr. Holden of Salem,—
Ordered, That the clerks of the two branches furnish to each 

member of the legislature any additional documents which may 
be printed to complete the series of Senate and House docu
ments, and also an index to the same as soon as convenient.

Severally sent up for concurrence.
On motion of Mr. Harris of Springfield,—
Ordered, That the Clerk of the House complete and print 

the journal of the House and prepare an index to the same, and 
that such conSpleted portions of the journal be forwarded to 
every member of the House at as early a day as is convenient.

On motion of Mr. Marston of Barnstable, the report of the 
Committee on Prisons was taken from the table and accepted 
in concurrence.

Introduced on Leave.
Mr. Glancy of Boston, on leave, introduced a Resolve of 

thanks to the federal armies, which, under a suspension of rules, 
was read three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, on leave, introduced a Resolve for 
the compensation of the Valuation Committee, which was read
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three times, under a suspension of rules, and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Reports o f Committees.
Mr. Lane of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, reported 

that the Resolve in favor of the clerks in the office of the 
adjutant-general ought not to pass, and the Resolve was consid
ered and rejected.

Mr. Bishop of Lawrence, and Mr. Newton of Southborough, 
from the Committee on Leave of Absence, severally made 
reports, granting leave of absence to sundry persons named, for 
certain times specified, and the reports were considered and 
accepted.

Mr. Tyler of Boston, offered an order that the Committee on 
Prisons be empowered to visit the Prisons in the county of 
Nantucket and in Dukes County, during the recess, and report 
to the next General Court. On motion of Mr. Wellington of 
Charlestown, the order was amended so as to empower the 
Chairman of the Committee on the part of the House, and was 
adopted. *

Papers from the Senate.
Bills:
Concerning the militia,
Requiring the construction of a draw in the bridge built by 

the Fall River and Warren Railroad Company over Cole’s River,
Concerning returns of sheriffs, keepers of jails and houses of 

correction, and overseers of the poor,
Relating to receivers of insurance companies,
Were received by message from the Senate, the vote by which 

they had been passed to be enacted in that branch having been 
reconsidered, and they having been amended. Whereupon the 
votes by which they were passed to be enacted in the House 
were reconsidered and the amendments were concurred in.

Orders of the Day.
The Orders of the Day were taken up.
Bill to establish a Board of Commissioners of Harbors and 

Flats was referred to the next General Court.
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Bill to repeal sections 13, 14, 15, 18 and 19 of chapter 2 of 
the General Statutes, relative to compensation of members and 
officers of the legislature, was read and rejected.

Bill to change certain harbor lines in the South Bay and 
Fort Point Channel was read and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence.

Mr. Cutler of Boston, being in the Chair,
Mr. Parks of Russell, offered the following Resolve,—
Besolved, That it is with pleasure we bear testimony to the 

distinguished ability, impartiality and courtesy with which the 
Hon. A. H. Bullock has discharged the duties of the presiding 
officer of this House, and we hereby tender to him our sincere 
and cordial thanks.

The Resolve was unanimously adopted, every member rising 
when the question was p u t; and the Speaker having resumed 
the Chair, addressed the House as follows:

Gentlemen,—These kind wprds, this unanimous vote, on the 
eve of our separation, are to me the consummation of the 
friendship and generosity which I have received at your hands 
through a period of four months. I shall carry it away in 
grateful and perpetual remembrance. A sense of my obligation 
to you for this measure of your indulgence, for the closing 
testimonial of your approval, will mingle with every recurrence 
of my mind to this term of our service and will not be a burden 
but a gratification. Whenever and wherever our paths may 
bring us together, the hand and voice of a friend will greet you.

I have pleasure in alluding to the services of Mr. Robinson, 
the Clerk, which have obliged equally you and me. It is now 
three years that he has cooperated with me in conducting the 
business of this body, and for patience, courtesy, exactness and 
ability, I do not see how the duties of his office could have been 
better performed. You will also unite with me in according 
to Major Morrissey, the Sergeant-at-Arms, great merit for his 
constant attendance and courteous demeanor; and to his 
subordinates in office for faithful conduct in their relations to 
the House.

Our session has been protracted fourteen days beyond the 
average of the two preceding. For this I do not know that 
blame can justly be imputed. Doubtless in this body, as in 
legislative assemblies elsewhere, there is a loss of time in the
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inertia of committees, in the first month of the session; but 
a greater loss of time flows from the delay by which many and 
grave matters are brought into the legislature as late as March 
and April. The law of preliminary publication and notice, 
designed for such cases, lias not effected the reform that was 
expected ; for the publication of notice, if made, does not speed 
the preparation of parties for their hearing before the com
mittees ; and the want of notice is quite generally waived by 
the two houses. I do not perceive that it is likely to be other
wise. The right of petition and of being heard, has usually 
received in the legislature of Massachusetts a liberality and 
supposed equity of construction which overbears prescribed 
rules.

The business of our session has been unusually large. The 
printed orders have reached 1,209, greatly exceeding those of 
any session in the last four years. Not a small share of our leg
islation is what is frequently tended special; but the prosperity 
and renown of Massachusetts, her manufactures, and arts, and 
commerce, and charities, are special. Of the present session, 
not less than four weeks, in committees, and in the two houses, 
has been devoted to the subject of street railways, chiefly inter
esting to the people of Boston and of the adjacent municipalities. 
If this department of the public interest may be called special 
and local, it has been none the less imperative in its claims 
upon the attention of the legislature, and none the less entitled 
to receive that attention. So it is within your knowledge that 
many a day has been consumed here in enacting regulations 
and systems for the special and organized forms of commerce 
and manufactures; but these are the representative organiza
tions of the intense life of a commercial state, and are worthy of 
care and protection. And yet other and more general subjects, 
far-reaching to-day and stretching over the future years, have 
engrossed a large portion of your time. I need only refer to 
the matters of keeping good our ranks in the armies of the 
Union by bounties and aid to our brave volunteers and to their 
families, of reorganizing the militia of the State, of adapting 
our system of revenue and finance by new and well matured 
modes of taxation to the exigencies of the public credit and the 
public honor and of the numerous institutions of education and 
philanthropy whose imperishable cause, from year to year, pleads
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to government for those endowments and supports which are 
the ornament and strength of the Commonwealth. For myself, 
presiding over your deliberations, taking no part in the incep
tion or prosecution of measures, and therefore, to some extent, 
an unbiased witness of your proceedings, I am prepared to 
express the opinion that, compared with any one of the years of 
recent date, the blue book of your making will exhibit as few 
doubtful and as many approved acts of public importance as 
any of your predecessors can lay claim to.

Our session closes while the national drama is passing before 
us. On the soil of Virginia, between the two contending 
armies, the destinies of the nation are trembling in the balance. 
The work goes bravely on. Our valiant and suffering men 
have illumined the Wilderness with their heroic and sublime 
deeds. It is a costly sacrifice, in which the Angel of Death is 
cutting down the flower of our homes; but it is a sacrifice 
made on the altar of Union and Liberty, to whose support we 
must all come at last. Almost listening, as you are, to the 
shock of arms, no words of mine can increase or alter the 
anxiety with which you regard the issue. Peace and a regen
erated Republic will come out of the conflict, for it is the salva
tion of God ; to which are pledged the energies of the govern
ment, the resources and arms of a great and gallant people, the 
irresistible valor of the Armies of the Union, supported by the 
unchangeable purpose of the President of the United States, 
and led on by a Commander who marches not to defeat but to 
victory on every field.

Gentlemen, after a laborious session we shall now part. 
Some of our members have already taken their leave of us. 
Since we assembled, in January, five members of this House 
have died,—a degree of mortality which I do not suppose to 
have been equalled in any year before. The admonition should 
not pass unheeded, even in a period when the sword has 
rendered death almost one of the most familiar of spectacles. 
As the departure of one after another has been announced, it 
has seemed to me that we were reminded of the individuality 
which every man sustains in the duties of life; and I am sure 
that we shall separate thoughtful of the individual accounta
bility which is attached to our condition, in all relations what
ever, whether social and patriotic or spiritual and immortal.
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The House took a recess until 3 o’clock, P. M.

The House met again at 3 o’clock.

Engrossed B ills:
In relation to writs of entry,
In relation to witnesses,
Concerning dogs owned in Gay Head,
Concerning dogs and for the protection of sheep and other 

domestic animals,
Relating to receivers of insurance companies,
(Which severally originated in the Senate,)
Concerning the division of flats,
In relation to the State Prison,
To establish the salaries of the treasurer, auditor, secretary of 

the Commonwealth, and adjutant-general and other officers for 
the current year,

Requiring the construction of a draw in the bridge built by 
the Fall River and Warren Railroad Company over Cole’s River, 

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa
tives,)

Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Resolves:
In favor of the State of Maine,
In favor of the families of Abner Harlow, John Dacey, Abel 

Wetherbee, and Selden Jennings,
In relation to the federal armies,
Relating to the pay of the Valuation Committee,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the Committee on Finance, 

under the general order, reported a Bill making appropriations 
to meet certain expenses authorized the present year, and for 
other purposes, which, under a suspension of rules, was read 
three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for concur
rence.
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Mr. Little of Roxbury, from the same committee, on an order 
of April 22d, relative to claims against the Commonwealth, 
reported that it should be referred to the next General Court, 
and the report was accepted.

Mr. Smith of Eastham, from the Committee on Leave of 
Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sundry 
members for the remainder of the session, and the report was 
accepted.

The Speaker announced the following committees:
On the Valuation of the Property of the Commonwealth,— 
For Suffolk County, Messrs. Brown and Nowell of Boston, 
For Middlesex County, Messrs. Marshall of Lowell and Winn 

of Burlington,
For Essex County, Messrs. Palfray of Salem, and Foster of 

Andover,
For Worcester County, Messrs. Whitney of Wincliendon, and 

Clark of Charlton,
For Norfolk County, Messrs. Monroe of Roxbury, and Brad

ford of Braintree,
For Bristol County, Messrs. Gilbert of New Bedford, and 

Brownell of Westport,
For Hampden County, Mr. Kneil of Westfield,
For Hampshire County, Mr. Thomas of Prescott,
For Franklin County, Mr. Stebbins of Deerfield,
For Berkshire County, Mr. Couch of Monterey,
For Plymouth County, Mr. White of North Bridgewater,
For Barnstable County, Mr. Underwood of Dennis,
For Nantucket County, Mr. Smith of Nantucket,
For Dukes County, Mr. Sturtevant of Tisbury ;
Under the Resolve in relation to the ventilation of the hall of 

the House of Representatives,
Messrs. Kimball of Boston, Stone of Charlestown, and Eaton 

of Mattapoisett.
Mr. Smith of Nantucket, was excused from serving upon the 

Committee on the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and Mr. Folger 
of Nantucket, was appointed in his place.

Engrossed B ills:
To establish the Massachusetts Bounty Fund and to create a 

Sinking Fund for its redemption,
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Making appropriations to meet certain expenses authorized 
the present year, and for other purposes,

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa
tives,)

To change certain harbor lines in the South Bay and Fort 
Point Channel,

(Which originated in the Senate,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.

Engrossed, Resolves:
In relation to the pay of the Valuation Committee,
Of thanks to the federal armies,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives,)
Were severally passed and sent to the Senate.

Veto Message.
The following Message from the Governor was received and 

read.
E xecutive Department, Boston, ) 

May 14th, 1864. j
To the Honorable the House of Representatives :

I find it to be my duty to return to your honorable body, in 
which it originated, a Resolve entitled “ A Resolve authorizing 
additional compensation to members o f the le g is la tu rewith a 
statement of the objections which have prevented its signature, 
for reconsideration by the general court.

I am fully sensible of the extreme delicacy of the attitude I 
am thus obliged to assume. But I am sure that, if on reflec
tion and reconsideration, two-thirds of the senators and repre
sentatives shall fail to support the Resolve by their votes, there 
will be few members of either house, of either opinion, who 
will not agree with me that expediency and sound policy will 
be best consulted by the failure of the Resolve. I think that 
few would desire its enactment into a law, when so large a 
proportion of members, alike interested in the result, could not, 
after such full deliberation, be brought to agree with the 
majority on such a question.

I do not for a moment weigh the intrinsic value to the Com
monwealth of the services rendered by its legislators, against
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the price proposed for their compensation. I do not understand 
that ever they are paid, or ever were expected to be rewarded, 
in the form of any pecuniary wages, for the experience, good 
judgment, and intelligent patriotism which the Commonwealth 
expects to be employed in their annual work of legislation. 
She claims the right to draw hither, each year, by the votes of 
the people, a sufficient number of sound heads and true hearts 
to perform certain of the gravest and most responsible functions 
intrusted by organized civil society, to its members. The duties 
of the lawgiver, his office, his powers,—all alike,—if well ful
filled, refuse to be appreciated by the scales or measures which 
we apply to commodities of the market. The compensation, in 
money, appropriated to the members of the general court, can 
be regarded only as a reimbursement of the expenses incurred 
by them in their attendance on its session. They do not aban
don or surrender their private business, like officers whose 
whole time is claimed by their public duties. And, unlike 
jurors and witnesses,—who are compelled to attend upon the 
judicial tribunals, and whose compensation it is not proposed to 
increase,—the legislature fixes its own hours, and even days, 
of public duty, arranging them so as to be reasonably conve
nient to its members, with proper and substantial regard to the 
wants of the public service.

Having in view the experience of many years of the legis
lative history of Massachusetts, a statute was adopted in the 
year 1858,—was re-enacted in the year 1860, and still exists as 
the law,—which is found in the General Statutes, (chapter 2, 
section 13,) expressed in the following words:—

“ Each member of the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall receive three hundred dollars for the regular annual ses
sion for which he is elected, and one dollar for every five miles 
travel once in each session from his place of abode to the place 
of the sitting of the general court.”

With this law, already six years old, standing on the statute 
book, known and read of all men, never since its enactment in 
one instance departed from,—with no previous notice to the 
People,—without the expression by any previous legislature of 
dissatisfaction on account of the provisions it contains,—I can
not but regard the acceptance and holding of the office of a 
member of the general court, as a contract to be bound by the
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terras of compensation which that law provides. Officers who 
do not participate in giving the votes by which their salaries are 
fixed, I regard as entitled to receive additional compensation, 
if the legislature which is the arbiter between them and the 
People, shall choose to increase it. But no power can arbitrate 
or decide between the legislature and the People on the question 
of the increase of the pay of members of the legislature. No 
tribunal exists to correct its error, if it shall vote a larger 
increase than a disinterested tribunal, invoked to consider the 
question, would adjudge as meet and just. I think, therefore, 
that the only proper remedy, consistent with principles of safe 
application, and consistent with the preservation of the true 
dignity of our general court, in cases where, like the present, 
it is felt that accidental circumstances have created an equity 
in favor of enlarging the compensation of its members, is to be 
found in the sense of a succeeding legislature. I cannot force 
myself to believe, that those who are elected under a law estab
lishing their rate of pay, can of themselves, during the term for 
which they were chosen, add to the amount of that rate of com
pensation fixed by the law, for the performance of the very 
duties for which they were chosen and which they had under
taken to perform.

I know that the mere power to do so may exist. But is it a 
power coupled with a right ? Is it any more than the power 
possessed by a judge or a juror to decide erroneously? Is it 
not an undertaking, (in spite of a law which, in connection 
with the circumstance of accepting the place of a member, is 
evidence of a contract) by the use of a legislative power, to 
become a judge in one’s own cause, and to enforce the judgment; 
and which would be violative of a fundamental principle, not 
less cherished by every member of your honorable body than it 
is by myself.

I return this Resolve, therefore, but with diffidence, great 
regret and unwillingness. I fear that it is among the possible 
accidents of legislation, that the former existence of the rightful 
power possessed by the general court, before the passage of the 
Act of 1858, to fix the pay of its members, is confounded with 
the power which, when interpreted in the light of principle, 
must be deemed modified by the Jaw I have alluded to.
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It is a matter of profound regret to myself personally that 
this Resolve reached me only during the morning of this very 
day, while I was surrounded with numerous other results of 
legislative labor, all requiring my careful examination. I am, 
therefore, obliged to present my reasons for omitting to sign 
the Resolve which accompanies this message, without any suffi
cient time for their appropriate elaboration ; or else to detain the 
general court in session until the coming week. I have pre
ferred to sacrifice my own need for time to the convenience of 
the general court.

Had this Resolve taken the form of a Bill, prospective in its 
operation, for an increase of the compensation of the general 
court, I should have signed such a Bill with cheerful alacrity.

JOHN A. ANDREW.

The House proceeded to reconsider the Resolve, and the 
question being stated, Shall it pass notwithstanding the objec
tions of the Governor ? the roll of the House was called, and 
the yeas and nays were as follows:

Yeas : Messrs. J . S. Allen, Almy, Amadon, Blanchard, Boice, 
Bouncy, Borden, Boyle, George A. Brown, James Brown, John 
F. Brown, Joseph Brown, W. Brownell, E. W. Bullard, Andrew 
D. Bullock, Burgess, C. G. Burnham, Byam, Carter, Chapin, 
Cheever, Clapp, Henry Clark, Colesworthy, Conant, Cook, 
Couch, Crane, H. N. Daggett, M. B. Daggett, Daniels, Day, 
H. S. Dickinson, Draper, Fales, Allen Folger, Forbes, C. A. 
Foster, G. S. Gates, Paul Gates, Gibbs, Gilbert, Glancy, Grant, 
Hitchcock, Holden, Hopkins, L. G. Howe, N. Howe, Hutchins, 
R. Johnson, J. Kimball, J. W. Kimball, Kneil, Lane, S. Little, 
Loomis, Lothrop, Lovell, Marshall, Marston, Monroe, Morrill, 
Morse, Newcomb, Newhall, Orr, Otheman, Otis, J. Packard, T. 
F. Packard, Parks, Parsons, Partridge, Perkins, Pope, Powers, 
Prime, Ranney, Reed, Riley, Roney, Russell, Sawin, Seagrave, 
Sherman, Shortle, B. H. Smith, Elisha Smith, Sylvanus Smith, 
Eneas Smyth, Spooner, Stan wood, Stetson, Stickney, J. C. 
Stimpson, A. G. Stimson, F. M. Stone, Story, Stratton, Studley, 
W. C. Sturtevant, W. II. Sturtevant, Sylvester, Temple, Tol- 
man, Townsend, Tyler, Underwood, Washburn, Waters, T. W. 
Wellington, Weston, White, Whitney, Wiley, Wood, Young.
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Nays: Messrs. A. 0. Allen, D. Allen, Bailey, Ball, Barker, 
Beeching, Bishop, Bradford, Briggs, Geo. F. Brown, Jno. Brown, 
N. Burnham, Butteffield, Carver, Chapman, J. W. Clark, 
Coburn, Comstock, Copeland, Cutler, Dexter, Drury, Isaac 
Emerson, Jacob Emerson, Jr., Farlow, Fitz, G. Foster, Handley, 
Harris, Holton, Ide, Jenkins, Lamson, Magoun, Marrett, Mer
rill, Nowell, Palfray, Patch, Pendergast, Pike, Rogers, Sewall, 
Souther, Stearns, A. W. Stevens, F. J. Stevens, J. M. Stone, 
Taft, H. Wellington, Wentworth, Whiton, Wilder, Williams, 
Wilmarth, Winn, Woodcock.

Yeas, one hundred and eighteen.
Nays, fifty-seven.
Two-thirds of the members having agreed to the Resolve, 

notwithstanding the governor’s objections, it was passed, and, 
with the objections, sent to the Senate for its reconsideration.

Veto Message.
The following Message from the Governor was received and 

read.
E xecutive Department, Boston, ) 

May 14th, 1864. j

To the Honorable the House of Representatives :

I am constrained, with much regret, to return without my 
signature, a Bill this day presented to me for my revisal, 
entitled “ An Act to establish the Massachusetts Bounty Fund 
and to create a Sinking Fund for its R ed em p tio n because I 
cannot give my approval to the following clause as to the mode 
of disposing of the public scrip, providing that it “ shall be 
sold and disposed of at public auction in the city of Boston, or 
in such other mode, and at such times, and in such pieces and 
amounts as the governor and council and a committee of the 
legislature, consisting of the Committee on the Treasury of the 
Senate, and the Committee on Finance of the House of Repre
sentatives, by concurrent action, shall deem expedient.”

In the Constitution of Massachusetts, the thirtieth article of 
the Declaration of Rights contains the following words: “ In
the government of this Commonwealth the legislative depart
ment shall never exercise the executive and judicial powers, or
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either of them ; the executive shall never exercise the legisla
tive and judicial powers, or either of them; the judicial shall 
never exercise the legislative and executive powers, or either of 
them; to the end it may be a government of laws and not of 
men.”

In the frame of government and the distribution of powers 
among the different departments, the treasurer and receiver- 
general is classed among the executive officers, and I suppose 
it to be clear that the administration of the treasury, the 
receiving and disbursing of the public moneys, must be 
regarded as duties of an executive character. If this be so, in 
the concurrent action now proposed between the governor and 
council and a committee of each branch of the legislature, 
executive functions will be devolved upon these committees 
contrary to the express mandate of the Constitution.

But if it be held that the creation of public debt is a matter 
pertaining to the legislative department, and that this includes 
the right to provide for the mode of selling the scrip, then this 
clause of the statute is objectionable because the performance 
of this duty is, under this Bill, to be shared between the 
legislative committees, and the governor and council who are 
the executive department.

In other words, if a determination of the mode of selling the 
public scrip be a legislative duty, the governor and council 
have no right to take part in its performance. If it is an 
executive act, it is one in which the legislature cannot consti
tutionally participate. It seems to me that it must be the one 
or the other, and cannot be regarded as of a mixed character, 
capable of being intrusted to the united action of two depart
ments of the government which the express language, as well 
as the general scheme and frame of the Constitution, show 
were to be kept forever separate from and independent of each 
other.

It may be added that if the disposal of the scrip is to be 
regarded as a legislative duty then it should be performed by 
the general court itself, and cannot constitutionally be dele
gated to committees of its members, to bo exercised at their 
discretion.

For these reasons, stated thus briefly and imperfectly, because 
the lateness of the hour at which this Bill has been placed in 

5G
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my hands has given me no opportunity to expand or illustrate 
my views, I feel it my duty to withhold approval from the Bill 
in its present form.

JOHN A. ANDREW.

The House proceeded to reconsider the Bill, and the question 
being stated, Shall it pass notwithstanding the Governor’s 
objections ? the roll of the House was called and the yeas and 
nays were as follows :

Yea: Mr. Burgess.
Nays : Messrs. A. 0. Allen, D. Allen, Almy, Amadou, Bailey, 

Ball, Barker, Bartlett, Beeching, Bigelow, Bishop, Blanchard, 
Boice, Borden, Boyle, Bradford, George A. Brown, Geo. F. 
Brown, James Brown, John Brown, John F. Brown, Joseph 
Brown, W. Brownell, E. W. Bullard, C. G. Burnham, Butter
field, Byam, Carver, Chapin, Chapman, Cheever, Clapp, J. W. 
Clark, Henry Clark, Coburn, Colesworthy, Comstock, Cope
land, Crane, Day, Dexter, H. S. Dickinson, Draper, Drury, J. 
Emerson, Jr., Fales, Farlow, Allen Folger, Forbes, C. A. 
Foster, George Foster, G. S. Gates, Paul Gates, Gilbert, 
Glancy, Goodwin, Handley, Hitchcock, Holden, Holton, Hop
kins, L. G. Howe, N. Howe, Hutchins, Jenkins, R. Johnson, 
J. W. Kimball, Moses Kimball, Kneil, Lamson, Lane, S. Little, 
W. H. Little, Loomis, Lothrop, Lovell, Magoun, Marrett, 
Marshall, Marston, McCarthy, Merrill, Monroe, Morse, New- 
hall, Otheman, James Packard, Palfray, Partridge, Patch, 
Pendergast, Prime, Ranncy, Reed, Riley, Rockwood, Roney, 
Russell, Seagrave, Sewall, Sherman, Shortle, B. H. Smith, 
Sylvanus Smith, Eneas Smyth, Souther, Spooner, Stearns, 
Stetson, A. W. Stevens, Richard Stevens, Stickney, J. C. 
Stimpson, A. G. Stimson, F. M. Stone, J. M. Stone, Stratton, 
Studley, W. C. Sturtevant, W. H. Sturtevant, Sylvester, Taft, 
Temple, Underwood, Washburn, Waters, Horatio Wellington, 
T. W. Wellington, Wentworth, Weston, White, Whiton, Whit
ney, Wilder, Wiley, Wilmarth, Winn.

Yea, One.
Nays, One hundred and thirty-seven.
Two-thirds of the members having failed to vote for the Bill 

notwithstanding the objections, it was rejected.
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,
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Ordered, That the Committee on Finance report a Bill to 
establish the Massachusetts Bounty Fund and to constitute a 
Sinking Fund for its redemption.

Afterwards Mr. Kimball for the committee reported a Bill 
with this title, and under a suspension of the rules it was read 
three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for con
currence.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton, the vote by which 
the Bill to repeal sections 13, 14, 18 and 19 of chapter second 
of the General Statutes, relative to compensation of members 
and officers of the Legislature was rejected, was reconsidered, 
and the Bill was passed to be engrossed and sent up foi 
concurrence.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave, introduced a Bill making 
appropriations to meet the payment of accounts named in cer
tain resolves, which under a suspension of the rules was read 
three times, and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,
Resolved, That the thanks of the members of the House of 

Representatives be and hereby are cordially tendered to W. S. 
Robinson, Clerk of the House, for the uniform courtesy, fidelity 
and ability with which he has discharged the duties of his 
office.

Engrossed Bills :
To establish the Massachusetts Bounty Fund and to consti

tute a Sinking Fund for its redemption,
Making appropriations to meet the payment of accounts 

named in certain Resolves,
(Which severally originated in the House of Representatives,)
Were severally passed to be enacted and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Emerson of Methuen, from the Committee on the Pay 

Roll, reported the pay roll of members, accompanied by the 
following order, which was adopted :

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury 
of the Commonwealth to the members of the House of Repre
sentatives the sums set against their respective names in the 
accompanying schedule, amounting to ninety-four thousand 
nine hundred and nine dollars, for attendance at the present 
session of the General Court.
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On motion of Mr. Hopkins of Northampton,
Ordered, That a Committee of five members of the House 

with such as the Senate may join, be appointed to wait 
upon His Excellency the Governor and inform him that the 
two branches have passed upon all the public business neces
sary to be acted upon at the present session and to request 
that he will, with the advice and consent of the Council, 
prorogue them to the Tuesday next preceding the first 
Wednesday in January next,

And Messrs. Hopkins of Northampton,
Borden of Fall River,
Marston of Barnstable,
Sawin of Fairhaven, and 
Bullard of Royalston,

were appointed the committee on the part of the House.
Sent up for concurrence.
Afterwards, Mr. Hopkins from the committee reported that 

they had waited upon His Excellency, who had directed them 
to say that he would consult with the Council and would com
municate with the House by message.

At five minutes before eight o’clock, P. M., the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth was announced with a message from His 
Excellency. He proceeded to say, that in acceding to the 
request of the two branches, His Excellency avails himself of 
the opportunity to congratulate them upon the harmonious and 
successful accomplishment of the business of the session, and 
to express his most cordial and respectful acknowledgments of 
the constant courtesy he has experienced from all of its mem
bers, as well as his sense of the service it has rendered to the 
people. He desires to convey to the gentlemen of the Senate 
and House his best wishes for their prosperity and happiness.

The Secretary further announced that he had been directed 
by His Excellency to say that he had approved three hundred 
and fifteen Bills, and one hundred and four Resolves; and that 
at the request of both Houses and by the advice of the Council 
it was his pleasure to prorogue the General Court to the Tues
day next preceding the first Wednesday in January next.

And the General Court was prorogued accordingly.


