
Bills : 
To repeal chapter 165 of the acts of 1862, relating to the ^s

sa,?c
e
h
at 

receptacle for the insane at Ipswich ; 
To divide the Commonwealth into districts for the choice So t s ' 0 ' 

of councillors; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur-

rence. 
Resolve in relation to the Western Railroad was on motion JJ.^™ 

of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester laid upon the table. 
Resolutions concerning the pay of naval officers were ^fceJ'naTal 

rejected. 
Bill in regard to the sentence of criminals was ordered to p™/™™.01 

a second reading, the question, Shall it be rejected ? being 
decided in the negative. 

Bil ls : 
Concerning the board of agriculture and the state cabinet ; ag" 
To incorporate the Quincy Point Shipping Company; Qumcy 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. pi°!g coh'P~ 
Bill to incorporate the Brookline and Back Bay Street Brookime 

Railway Company was read and passed to be engrossed, after Bay Street 

being amended, and sent up for concurrence. Railway co. 

Bill to define and protect the rights of tenants at will was ^¡ a n t s a t 

read, but no vote was taken thereon. 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , M a y 1 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Sawyer of Easthampton presented the petition of S. Railroad 

G. Hubbard and 60 others of Hatfield, in relation to the Northamp-

location of railroad stations in Northampton ; which was tcm' 
referred to the committee on Railways and Canals and sent 
up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of Holden,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the State House see what ventilation, 

measures can be taken to introduce fresh air from the 
windows on the northerly side of the representatives' hall , 
and report thereon at their earliest convenience. 

The order offered by Mr. Allen yesterday and laid over, s tate con-

was taken up, and amended and rejected. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The petition of the selectmen of Ipswich for payment of ipswich. 

armory rent was referred in concurrence to the committee 
on Military Claims. 
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The remonstrance of Amos P. Tapley against the removal 
of the West Lynn depot was referred in concurrence to the 
committee 011 Railways and Canals. 

Bill to incorporate the Stony Brook Water Power Com-
pany, passed to be engrossed in tlie Senate, came down and 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Allen of Boston, from the committee 011 Probate 
and Chancery, reported a resolve 011 the petition of Esther 
G. Bailey and another. Read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee 011 Finance, 
reported that the resolve in relation to an assistant attorney-
general ought to pass. 

Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, fr 0111 the same committee, 
reported, asking to be discharged from the further considera-
tion of the bill in relation to the appointment of an insurance 
commissioner. 

Mr. Willis of Fitcliburg, from the same committee, 
reported asking to be discharged from the fur ther considera-
tion of the resolve for the appointment of a commission oil 
the hours of labor. 

Mr. Thayer of Hopkinton, from the same committee, 
reported that the resolve in favor of the children of Charles 
E. Tillson ought to pass. 

i l r . Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, reported that the bill relative to bounties, pen-
sions and state aid ought not to pass. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Mr. Hall of Holden moved a reconsideration of the vote 

by which the report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of 
Hervey C. Newton, was yesterday accepted; and the motion 
was laid 011 the table. 

Mr. Baker of Beverly moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolutions in relation to the pay of naval 
officers were rejected; but the House refused to reconsider. 

The orders of the day were taken up. 
Bill concerning street railway corporations was 011 motion 

of Mr. Demond of Boston laid upon the table. 
Report, inexpedient, 011 an order relative to horse 

railroads, was accepted in concurrence. 
Resolve in favor of the state almshouse at Bridgewater 

was read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
The following address was adopted and sent up for 

concurrence. 



To the Hon. John A. Andrew, late Governor of Massachusetts. 
SIR,—The assembled legislature of Massachusetts received Address to , . , . , P i Governor 

your communicat ion, submit ted at the close ot your admin- Andrew, 
istration, with the high consideration its importance and its 
interest required. 

Your exposition of the prosperous condition of our people, 
after the ext raordinary efforts and sacrifices they made to 
suppress the rebellion, was listened to with pride and 
satisfaction. 

We shall never forget , nor cease to admire , the un t i r ing 
energy, sincere devotion, and exal ted patriotism which 
characterized your official career , and which have con-
tributed so largely to make i l lustr ious the history of the 
nation, and shed renown upon our beloved Commonweal th . 

Your very able discussion of the great questions re la t ing 
to the re-organization of the Union, will make a deep 
impression upon the public mind, and be' regarded as a 
fitting termination of those useful labors which have won 
the universal approbation of your loyal count rymen. 

Now that you have retired f rom the high station you have 
occupied so long and so honorably, be assured you carry 
with you the deep affection and lasting g ra t i tude of the 
people, and they unite in the sincere and earnest wish tha t 
you may long enjoy the richest blessings of life, and the 
highest regard and confidence of the government you have 
so effectually labored to sustain. 

The bill relating to the r ight to serve on ju r ies in crimi- jury bin. 
nal causes and to the r ight of chal lenging ju ro r s in such 
causes, specially assigned for 10-|- o'clock, was called u p 
and was read, but no vote was taken thereon. 

Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met according to ad journment . 
The Speaker laid before the House a communicat ion f rom state eon-

tlie constable of the Commonweal th , giving information in stable ' 
reply to an order of the House of the 25th ul t . Laid upon 
the table and ordered to be pr in ted . 

On motion of Mr. Bowers of Cl inton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Jud ic ia ry consider Amherst 

the expediency of repealing the law providing for the elec- Collese' 
tion by the Legis la ture of t rus tees of Amhers t College. 

Mr. Leach of Berkley, f rom the commit tee on Leave of Leave of Ab-
Absence, reported that leave of absence be gran ted to sundry seQoe' 
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members named, for certain days specified, and the report 
was considered and accepted. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on the Hoosac 
Tunnel , &c., 011 the Governor's address and the report of 
the tunnel commissioners, reported a bill in fur ther addition 
to an act providing for the more speedy completion of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac T u n n e l ; which 
was read and referred to the committee 011 Finance. 

Engrossed bills: 
To extend the time for the location of the Hanover Brancli 

Rai l road; 
To incorporate the Citizens' Ferry Company; 
In relation to proceedings in the supreme judicial cour t ; 
Concerning the distribution of the income of the school 

fund ; 
To change the name of the Independent Congregational 

Society in Waltliam ; 
To authorize the city of Newburyport to settle the claims 

of Nathaniel Ireland, J r . , and o thers ; 
In fur ther addition to an act to incorporate the United 

States Steam-ship Company; 
To authorize the city of Charlestown to furnish the towns 

of Somerville and Maiden with water ; 
To incorporate the Waltliam and Newton Street Railway 

Company ; 
To repeal chapter 37 of the General Statutes in relation 

to state scholarships; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
To provide for the abatement of nuisances; 
To authorize the Springfield Five Cents Savings Bank to 

hold real es ta te ; 
To establish a state primary school ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. Hosford of Lowell, the report, leave to 

withdraw 011 petition of J . W. F. Hobbs and others, was 
taken from the table and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

O11 motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, the bill to incorporate 
the West End Land and Improvement Company was taken 
from the table and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

O11 motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, the bill for the better 
drainage of certain lands in the city of Boston, and for the 



preservation of the public health in said city, was discharged 
'from the orders of the day, and was read and passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence in the amendments. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill relating Jury bin. 
to the right to serve 011 juries in criminal causes, &c., but 
without taking any vote thereon, on motion of Mr. Carter 
of Bradford it was laid upon the tifble. 

Bill to equalize the bounties of our soldiers, specially Bounties, 

assigned for 2-|- o'clock, was called up and was read a third 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Carter of Bradford, the yeas and nays 
were ordered 011 its passage to be engrossed. 

Mr. Carter moved the previous question, but it was not 
ordered. 

Pending the consideration of amendments, on motion of 
Mr. Carter it was ordered that the vote be taken at 3 o'clock 
011 Thursday. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston, the bill was post-
poned until to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 

The bill relating to the right to serve on juries , <fcc., was Jury mh. 
taken from the table and fur ther considered, but 110 vote 
was taken thereon. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , M a y 2 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Coe of New Bedford, a 

member of the House. 
Mr. Kimball of Boston, on leave, introduced a resolve Coast de-

to provide for the compensation of a commissioner in rela- f ences ' 
tion to expenditures for coast defences ; which under a sus-
pension of the rules was read three times and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill to incorporate the Boston Ice Company, introduced Boston ice 

011 leave in the Senate, came down, and was read and Coffipan5r-
referred to the committee 011 Mercantile Affairs in concur-
rence. 

The petition of Oliver Edwards and 1 5 others of Chester- Passenger 
field, for a joint passenger house in Northampton, was Northamp 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Railways and ton-
Canals. 



West Lynn The remonstrance of Philip P . Tapley and others, against 
the removal of the West Lynn depot, was referred in con-
currence to the same committee. 

Bills : 
Boston and Concerning the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corpora-
n.7.X tion, the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad Company, East 

Boston Freight Railroad'Company, and other corporations; 
. urhbnrg Concerning the Fitchburg Railroad Company ; 
Amherst Concerning the Amherst Branch Railroad Company ; 
Branchii.p.. Concerning the employment of children in manufacturing 
ment°of establishments, (being a new draft of House bill with the 
children. same t i t l e ; ) 
wrcntham Authorizing the Wrentham Bank to convey certain real 
Bank. ° J 

estate ; 
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and were severally read and ordered to a second reading, 
except the two last named, which were read and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary, 

independent Bill to authorize the organization of an independent com-
ravaPiryyc pany of cavalry, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in 

concurrence, with an amendment, came down and was con-
sidered, and the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Town of Hoi- Bill to authorize the town of Ilolliston to equalize its local 
bounty to re-enlisted volunteers upon the quota of said town, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with 
an amendment, came down and was considered, and the 
amendment was concurred in. 

Liability of Bill providing for more effective notice of the time when 
the liability of the state banks upon their circulation ceases, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with 
amendments, came down and was considered, and the 
amendments wprc concurred in. 

orders of the f l i e orders of the day were taken up. 
Resolves relating to improvements at the state house were 

011 motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly laid upon the table. 
Report, inexpedient, on an order relative to repealing 

chapters 223 and 269 of the acts of I 8 6 0 was accepted and 
sent up for concuVrence. 

Bill relating to bounties, pensions and state aid was 
rejected. 

Resolves: 
Upon the petition of Esther G. Bailey and another ; 
In favor of the children of Charles E. Til lson; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 

liston. 



Bill relating to the right to serve on juries , &c., was 
further considered, and on motion of Mr. Tolman of Tewks-
bury the yeas and nays were ordered on the question of 
ordering it to a third reading. 

Without taking any question, the House 
Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met according to adjournment . 
On motion of Mr. Spofford of Newburyport,— 
Ordered, That the committee charged with the duty of Li.«u.or com-

l rr ' /' , i 1 • i WISSlODer. 
investigating the affairs ol the state liquor agency be 
instructed forthwith to summon Edward P. Porter , the 
state liquor commissioner, Alexander Porter, a brother of 
the said Edward F. Porter , Omar Binney, George E. Sargent, 
John Elliot, Augustus A. Hayes, Isaac Clapp, all having 
their places of business in the city of Boston, and also J . W. 
Bailey of Laconia, N. H , and Jus t in S. Doe, of , to testify, 
generally, as to the manner in which the business of the 
said agency has been carried on, and particularly as to any 
act or acts violative of law which have occurred in the 
administration of the said agency during the said Porter 's 
term of office ; and ordered, further, that the said committee 
employ a phonographic writer to take the testimony, and 
that they report the same in print at an early day. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Engrossed resolve in relation to associations with limited Resolve 

liability, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) passed' 
was passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. Wakefield of Dedham, from the committee on Mer- internation'i 
cantile Affairs, on the petition of the International Telegraph ™egraph 

Company of Maine, reported a bill to incorporate the 
International Telegraph Company. 

Mr. St. John of Worcester, from the committee on Worcester 
Education, reported in a new draft the bill to amend the Lyceum-
charter of the Worcester Lyceum and Library Association. 

Severally read and ordered to a second reading. 
The bill to equalize the bounties of our soldiers was called 

up , but no vote was taken thereon. 
Adjourned. 



Flats in 
Charles 
river. 

THURSDAY, M a y 3 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, Tliat the Treasurer of the Commonwealth who 

was instructed to report to the House whether cities and 
towns have been re-imbursed for bounties paid to commis-
sioned officers u n d e i chapter 218 of the acts of 1863, &c., 
be directed to report forthwith so much of liis answer as is 
practicable at the present time. 

Mr. Esty of Framingliam, from the committee on the 
State House, on an order of May 1, relative to ventilation, 
reported inexpedient to legislate. Placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Thompson of Boston, from the committee on Sanitary 
Necessities, reported in a new draft the resolves authorizing 
the city of Boston to fill certain flats in Charles river. The 
resolves are entitled, resolves authorizing the erection of a 
sea-wall and the filling of certain flats in Charles river, to 
abate a nuisance. Read and ordered to a second reading;. 

Boston har-
bor. 

Employment 
of children. 

Passage of 
fish. 

Orders of the 
day. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Notice was received from the Senate that House resolu-

tions in relation to the fisheries had been rejected by the 
Senate. 

Resolve in relation to Boston harbor, <fcc.; 
Bills: 
In relation the employment of children in manufacturing 

establishments; 
Concerning the obstructions to the passage of fish in the 

Connecticut and Merrimack rivers ; 
Severally passed to bo engrossed in the Senate, came 

down and were severally read and ordered to a second read-
ing, cxccpt the last named, which was read and referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

The orders of the day were taken up. 
Bill concerning the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad 

Company was on motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly laid upon 
the table. 

Bills: 
To incorporate the Stony Brook Water Power Company ; 
To amend the charter of the Worcester Lyceum and 

Library Association ; 
Concerning the Amherst Branch Railroad Company ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 



Resolves: 
Upon the petition of Esther G. Bailey and another ; 
In favor of the children of Charles E. Tillson ; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the lat ter 

in concurrence, and the former sent up for concurrence. 
Bill to equalize the bounties of our soldiers was fur ther 

considered. 
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That in the fur ther consideration of this 

question speeches be limited to ten minutes. 
Without taking any question, the House 
Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
The Speaker laid before the House a communication from Bounties, 

the Treasurer in reply to an order of the House asking for 
information relative to bounties to officers. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, it was referred to 
the committee on Military Claims with instructions to 
inquire whether there is any law authorizing re-iinbursement 
of money paid as bounty to commissioned officers, and if 
not, what legislation is required to secure the re-payment 
to the Commonwealth of moneys so re-imbursed. Sent up 
for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Coolidge of Boston, from the committee 011 the Attorney-

Judiciary, to whom was referred the report of the Attorney- GeneraL 

General, with accompanying documents, reported that 110 
legislation is necessary thereon. The report was considered 
and accepted. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the same committee, reported vagrants 
that Senate bill concerning vagrants and vagabonds ought bond™8*" 
to pass with an amendment. • 

Mr. Wilcox of Lee, from the same committee, reported ^¿°se
r
cutins 

that Senate bill concerning prosecuting officers ought not to 
pass. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the same committee, 011 the Newbury-

petition of the city council of Newburyport, reported a bill port' 
in addition to an act to establish the city of Newburyport. 

Mr. Turner of Dartmouth, from the committee 011 Fisher- Protection 

ies, on the petition of D. H. Gilbert and others, and an ° rou 



order of January 23, reported a bill concerning the protec-
tion of trout. 

Severally read and ordered to a second reading. 
Bm passed. Engrossed bill concerning the militia, (which originated 

in the House of Representatives,) was passed to be enacted 
and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Bounties. q']1G House resumed the consideration of the bill to equal-
ize the bounties of our soldiers. 

At 3 o'clock, the time assigned for taking the vote, a 
motion was made to extend the time for debate thirty-five 
minutes. 

On motion of Mr. Rowell of Boston, the previous question 
was ordered. 

The House proceeded to vote on the pending amend-
ments. 

An amendment offered by Mr. Cunningham of Gloucester, 
to add a new section, as follows: 

" The governor and council shall cause to be prepared a 
medal, with suitable and proper device, commemorative of 
the honorable services of such of the volunteer soldiers of 
Massachusetts as enlisted in the service of the United States, 
and received no state bounty, which medal shall be in the 
name of the Commonwealth presented to such of said volun-
teers as shall prefer to accept the same in lieu of any com-
pensation or bounty provided in this 'act," was agreed to. 

The bill was also amended on motion of Mr. Kimball of 
Boston, by adding after " same," in line 6 of sect. 2, the 
words, " subject to the approval of the governor," and by 
adding after " act," in the 9th line, the words, " as the 
governor may direct." 

An amendment offered by Mr. Jones of Pelham, and 
printed in House document, No. 368, was withdrawn. 

Mr. Whitney of Winchenden moved to amend sect. 6 so 
it should r ead : 

This act shall take effect upon its passage: provided, how-
ever, that no negotiable certificate of indebtedness shall be 
issued, or payment made under the provisions of this act, 
until the first day of December of the current year. 

Also, to add a new section as follows: 
" The legal voters of the Commonwealth, present and 

voting at the annual election for governor and other state 
officers, to be held on Tuesday nes t after the first Monday 
of November of the current year, may give in their ballots, 
on which ballots shall be written or printed the question, 
Shall the act entitled an act to equalize the bounties of our 
soldiers, passed by the general court in the year one thou-



sand eight hundred and sixty-six, be suspended in its opera-
tion until the first day of February in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven ? or something equivalent, 
and the answer there to , ' yes ' or ' n o ; ' and the same officers 
shall preside in said meetings as in the meetings for the 
choice of senators and representatives, and shall in open 
meeting receive, sort, count and declare the votes of the 
inhabitants for and against the same; and the said votes 
shall be recorded by the clerks of said cities and towns, and 
returns thereof shall be made out, under the hands of the 
mayor and aldermen of the several cities and of the select-
men of the several towns, or a majority of them, and of the 
clerks of the said cities and towns respectively, and sealed 
up and transmitted to the office of the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, within seven days after the meetings ; and 
the governor and council shall open and count the ballots, 
and if the major part of them shall be in the affirmative, then 
this act shall be suspended in operation until the first day of 
February in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty 
seven; and the governor shall immediately issue his procla-
mation, declaring the whole number of ballots, and the 
number in the affirmative and the number in the negative." 

Also, to add this section : 
" The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, on or before 

the first day of October next, transmit copies of this act to 
the clerks of the several cities and towns in this Common-
wealth, together with suitable blank forms of returns, to 
show the number of votes cast in such cities and towns." 

On motion of Mr. Whitney, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and the roll being called, the amendment was 
rejected by a vote of 77 veas and 133 nays. (Appendix, 
No. 30.) 

Mr. Mason of Newton moved to amend the bill by substi-
tut ing the following for the first section : 

SECT. 1. The sum of four millions of dollars is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid pro rata to every soldier or sailor, 
residents of this state, excepting those who served as substi-
tutes, who as a part of the quota of the Commonwealth has 
been duly mustered into the service of the United States 
during the war for the suppression of the rebellion, and has 
received or may receive an honorable discharge from service, 
such sum to be distributed as follows: In calculating the 
amount to be paid to each soldier or sailor, he shall receive 
an amount pro rata for the period of actual service in the 
field, or while a prisoner or while confined in hospital, or on 
furlough on account of disability prior to his receiving any 



bounty from the Commonwealth. If any soldier or sailor 
has died while in such service, whether from wounds or 
disease incurred therein, the time of his said service shall 
be considered to be at least two years ; in 110 case, however, 
to exceed the term of his enlistment. The amount dis-
tributed to each sailor shall be in the proportion of one-half 
the sum received by the soldier for the like term of service, 
deducting therefrom any prize moneys he may have received 
or become entitled to while in such service ; and when any 
soldier has received a commission, he shall receive under 
this act only for the time he served as a private soldier or 
non-commissioned, officer. 

On motion of Mr. Mason the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and the roll being called, the amendment was rejected by a 
vote of 65 yeas and 138 nays. (Appendix, No. 31.) 

Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, moved to amend the bill by 
substituting resolves relating to the appointment of commis-
sioners of bounty claims, as follows: 

Resolved, That the governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the council, shall appoint three discreet persons 
to be commissioners of bounty claims, to receive, verify, 
collate and classify all claims for state bounty for services 
rendered in the army or navy of the United States during 
the late war, by persons enlisted in, or to the credit of this 
Commonwealth. 

Resolved, That declarations of service rendered in the 
army or navy of the United States—to constitute a claim 
for bounty—may be filed with the commissioners of bounty 
claims, previous to the first day of January eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-seven, which declaration shall be made under 
oath in the following form, to wi t :— 

I , , being duly sworn, do depose and say, 
that I was enlisted in the service of the United States for 
the first time subsequent to April fifteenth, eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-one, as a in company, regiment 
of [give arm of service and character of troops, whether 
volunteer, regular, or colored] (or in the navy of the 
United States) 011 the day of 186 , at [town 
and state] by [name of recruiting officer] and was dis-
charged 011 the day of 186 , at [town and 
state] 011 accoitnt of [give cause of discharge in full . ] 
That I was born in [town and state] and enlisted and was 
borne upon the muster-rolls of my company by the name of 

, and when enlisted was a resident of [town 
and state] and was years of age. 



[If the claimant has been enlisted more than once, the 
fact and circumstances of each subsequent enlistment and 
discharge will be set forth in the same manner and form as 
is prescribed for the declaration of the first enlistment, 
except that the number of each enlistment will be given, as 
2d, 3d, etc.] 

And I do fur ther depose and say, that I have never been 
enlisted nor rendered service in the army or navy of the 
United States at any time during the late war or by any 
name, except as herein before set forth. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Declarations in similar forms, to be prescribed by the 
commissioners, may be made and filed with the commission-
ers by or in behalf of the widows and orphan heirs of 
widowed mothers of any deceased soldier, setting forth the 
fact and circumstances of the enlistment or enlistments, 
and discharge or decease of such soldier. 

Resolved, That the commissioners of bounty claims shall 
carefully examine and collate all claims that shall be filed 
as herein before provided, and ascertain from the rolls and 
papers 011 file in the several departments of the Common-
wealth, the whole amount of service actually rendered by 
each claimant, the amount of state bounty, pay and aid that 
has already been paid to or 011 account of such claimant, 
and determine the additional sum required to be paid to 
such claimant, to make the whole amount of state bounty, 
pay and aid received and to be received by such claimant or 
his family equal to the sum of dollars for each month 
of service actually rendered during his whole period of 
service : provided, however, that if it shall appear that such 
claimant has at any time deserted from the service of the 
United States, 110 allowance shall be made of services ren-
dered under that or any previous or subsequent enl is tment: 
and provided, further, that if any soldier shall have died 
while in the service, of disease contracted therein, or of 
wounds received in battle, the unexpired term of his enlist-
ment shall be added to the period of his service actually 
rendered ; and the commissioners shall report to the next 
legislature all such claims in the following prescribed form, 
the names of the soldiers to be arranged in complete 
alphabetical order, to wi t :— 

4G 



Resolved, That after all claims made as herein before 
provided shall have been examined and arranged by the 
commissioners, they shall proceed to arrange in like alpha-
betical order, and in like form, the names of all other 
soldiers and sailors who have enlisted in or to the credit of 
this Commonwealth, with similar information concerning 
each person, to be collated from the rolls and papers 011 file 
in the several departments of the Commonwealth, and 
report the same to the legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Blaisdell of Fall River, the yeas and 
nays were ordered, and the roll being called, the amend-
ment was rejected by a vote of 90 yeas and 112 nays. 
(Appendix, No. 32.) 

Kested T h e v o t e b e i " S a b o u t t o b e t a k e i 1 011 passing the bill to 
members to be engrossed, Mr. Brown of Lynn rose and requested the 

Speaker to rule whether he would be excluded from voting 
upon it by reason of private interest. 

The Speaker sffid he supposed the question arose in the 
mind of the gentleman from Lynn upon a consideration of 
the 30th rule of the House, to wi t :— 

" No member shall be permitted to vote, or serve on any 
committee, in any question where his private right is 
immediately concerned, distinct from the public interest ." 

» _ And he would inquire of the gentleman whether he would 
receive any money under the provisions of the act. 

Air. Brown replied that he should receive more than 
two hundred dollars. 

The Chair then decided that under the 30th rule the 
gentleman from Lynn was excluded from voting. 

i l r . Jewell of Boston, appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Without taking any question on the^appeal, the House 
Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , M a y 4 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment, 
confinement Mr. Kimball of Boston, 011 leave, introduced a bill in 
in the state , , . 1 ; 
prison. relation to solitary confinement 111 the state prison ; which 

was read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 



Papers from the Senate. 
Bil ls : 
To incorporate the Moonakis Fishing Company ; _ awngco. 
To provide for the inspection of petroleum oils and fluids, ^ r o I e u m 

and regulate the sale thereof; 
In addition to an act for supplying the town of Fitcliburg Fitchburg. 

with pure wa te r ; 
Resolve in regard to the obstructions to the passage of °f 

fish in the Connecticut river at Enfield Falls ; 
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 

down and were severally read and ordered to a second read-
ing, and under a suspension of the rules the bill relating to 
the town of Fitcliburg was read a second and third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Engrossed bills: _ Eills Plssed 

To divide the Commonwealth into districts for the choice 
of councillors; 

To repeal chapter 165 of the acts of the year 1862, 
relating to the receptacle for the insane at Ipswich ; 

To authorize the town of Holliston to equalize its local 
bounties to re-enlisted volunteers upon the quota of said 
town ; 

In relation to town libraries ; 
To authorize the organization of an independent com-

pany of cavalry ; 
(The first two of which originated in the Senate, and the 

others in the House of Representatives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolve in favor of the state almshouse at 

Bridgewater, (which originated in the Senate,) was passed 
and signed and sent to the Senate. 

The orders of the day were taken up. Oracrsofthe 
Bil ls: 
Concerning vagrants and vagabonds ; 
In addition to an act to establish the city of Newbury-

por t ; 
Concerning the protection of t r o u t ; 
Were severally read, and the first named amended and 

severally ordered to a third reading. 
Bill concerning prosecuting officers was rejected; 
Bill to amend the charter of the Worcester Lyceum and 

Library Association was read and passed fo be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Bills: 
To incorporate the Stony Brook Water Power Company ; 



Concerning the Amherst Branch Railroad Company; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in concur-

rence. 
Mght'of Bill to equalize the bounties of our soldiers was taken up, 
interested the question being on the appeal of Mr. Jewell from the 
m e m b e r s to tjecision of the Chair on the question raised yesterday by 

Mr. Brown of Lynn. 
The Speaker re-stated his ruling, and read in its support 

the following paper : 
The bill " to equalize the bounties of our soldiers," which 

provides for paying, in scrip or money, certain sums to a 
particular class of persons described in the bill, having come 
to the question upon passing to be engrossed, Mr. Brown of 
Lynn, a member of the House, showing a most commend-
able regard to the proprieties of the occasion and a conscien-
tious desire to do neither more nor less than his duty as a 
public servant, stated that, if the bill should become a law, 
he would be entitled to an amount exceeding two hundred 
dollars under its provisions, and asked the Chair to decide 
whether the rule of the House excludes him from voting 
upon the passage of the bill. The decision of the Chair 
was, that the gentleman from Lynn, upon his own statement 
of the nature of his interest, is within the provisions of the 
thirtieth rule of the House, and is thereby precluded from 
voting upon the question. From this decision Mr. Jewell 
of Boston has appealed, stating that he entirely concurred 
in the decision of the Chair, but thought the question should 
be brought to the decision of the House, and the question 
before the House is, " Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the House ? " 

From the nature of various inquiries, which had been 
made of the Chair, he has had some reason to expect that 
it might become his duty to rule upon the question of the 
exclusion of the votes of members 011 the ground of private 
interest. He has, therefore, as it was his duty to do, 
examined the parliamentary authorities and precedents 
bearing upon the question, with as much care as the time 
which he has been able to snatch from other duties has 
allowed of his doing. He has prepared a statement of the 
reasons for the opinion he has given, so that they may be 
inscribed on the journal as required by the rule. 

The right of the member from Lynn to vote 011 the pas-
sage of the bill before the House having been raised by him-
self upon a frank statement of his private interest involved 
in it, the duty devolved upon the Chair to decide the point 
thus presented. 



No person as presiding officer of a legislative body can 
approach the performance of the duty of passing judgment 
upon the right of a member to participate in a vote of the 
House, without a painful sense of the high responsibility 
which its faithful discharge imposes upon him. The mem-
ber whose right to vote is in question, holds his seat and 
exercises the functions of his office, not for himself, but as 
the agent and representative of his constituents, and as an 
officer of the Commonwealth. He holds his office by the 
same title and under the same responsibilities as he does 
who is called to sit in judgment upon his questioned right. 
The rights of the member, the rights of his particular con-
stituents, the rights of the whole people of the Common-
wealth, the honor of the House, and the purity of legislation, 
are involved in the issue. But the duty, however unpleas-
ant, must be discharged; and the Chair is strengthened in 
its performance by the consideration that the more extensive 
knowledge and cooler judgment of the House will overrule 
an erroneous conclusion, or relieve him from the uncoveted 
responsibility for the consequences of a right one, by making 
" the decision of the Chair the judgment of the House . " 
Whenever there is the shadow of uncertainty cast upon the 
integrity of the action of the House, by the seriously ques-
tioned disinterestedness of a member, it is best that all doubt 
should be solved by an authoritative determination on appeal 
to that tribunal which alone has power to finally decide it. 
Although it does not appear probable that the disposal of 
the bill now pending will be affected by the allowance or 
rejection of the questioned vote, the magni tude of the con-
sequences involved in it reminds us with peculiar force that 
due care should be taken on the one hand, that the voice of 
no constituency should be improperly suppressed, and on the 
other hand, that the decision of the House should be purged 
from private interest. But', however extensive the interests 
which might be affected by any result of the vote in this 
case, while there is any considerable degree of uncertainty 
as to the proper scope within which the rule should be 
applied to exclude the votes of members on the ground of 
private interest, it is of vastly greater importance to the 
public, that the interpretation of the rule should be clearly 
affirmed by a recurrence to fundamental principles. 

The law by which a member of a legislative body is 
excluded from voting on a question in which he has a pri-
vate interest, comes down to us from ancient times. I t has 
the sanction of the constant practice of the English House 
of Commons, whence we have derived that great system of 



parliamentary law, of which this rule is an inseparable 
part, and which now wields the magic wand of order and 
decorum over all deliberative bodies of civilized men. For 
more than three centuries the parliamentary law has been 
an important instrumentality for defending the rights of the 
people, by resisting unlawful claims of privilege and preroga-
tive, by protecting minorities in the freedom of debate and 
deliberation, and by securing the public welfare against 
legislative action tainted with private interest. In looking 
for the foundations upon which the rule rests, we find its 
analogies in the rule which requires that judicial tribunals 
shall be free from the bias of personal interest, and that an 
interested j l iryman shall be set aside from the panel. 

The light in which the rule is regarded is shown by the 
following extract from an English writer on parliamentary 
law of acknowledged author i ty :— 

" U p o n t h e S a m e p r i n c i p l e t h a t e v e r y m e m b e r s h o u l d b e f r e e f r o m 
a n y p e c u n i a r y i n t e r e s t in t h e v o t e s h e m a y g i v e , it w a s r e s o l v e d [ in 
t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s ] oil t h e 2 d of M a y , 1 6 9 5 

" ' T h a t t h e o f f e r of a n y m o n e y o r o t h e r a d v a n t a g e , to a n y m e m -
b e r of P a r l i a m e n t , f o r t h e p r o m o t i n g a n y m a t t e r w h a t s o v e r 
d e p e n d i n g , o r to b e t r a n s a c t e d , in P a r l i a m e n t , is a h i g h c r i m e a n d 
m i s d e m e a n o r , a n d t e n d s to t h e s u b v e r s i o n of t h e E n g l i s h Con-
s t i t u t i o n . ' ^ . 

" A n d m o r e r e c e n t l y it l i as b e e n d e c l a r e d c o n t r a r y t o t h e l a w a n d 
u s a g e of P a r l i a m e n t fo r a n y m e m b e r to b e e n g a g e d in t h e m a n a g e -
m e n t of p r i v a t e bi l ls f o r p e c u n i a r y r e w a r d . " — M a y on the Law and 
Practice of Parliament, p. 285. 

Upon the same principle, and for the purpose of prevent; 
ing the action of the Legislature of this Commonwealth' 
from being swayed by the influence of any member having 
interested motives, it is provided in the first of the joint 
rules of the two branches tha t—" No member of either 
house shall act as counsel for any party before any commit-
tee of the Legislature." Thus careful have the two branches 
been to provide that the Legislature shall not be influenced 
in its deliberations by any member who has any interest 
other than the public good to bias his judgment . 

There is ' in the journal of the House of Commons the 
record of an application of the parliamentary law upon this 
subject, by that body, more than two hundred and sixty 
years ago. This case is quoted in Cushing's " L a w and 
Practice of Legislative Assemblies," as follows:— 

" A bil l f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of d i v e r s m a n o r s a n d l a n d s of 
E d w a r d , l a t e D u k e of S o m e r s e t , b e i n g o f f e r e d to t h e q u e s t i o n of 
c o m m i t m e n t , b y M r . S p e a k e r : M o v e d t h a t M r . S e y m o u r , a m e m b e r 



of t h e H o u s e , a n d a p a r t y , m i g h t g o f o r t h d u r i n g t h e d e b a t e ; w h i c l i 
w a s c o n c e i v e d t o b e a g r e e a b l e w i t h f o r m e r o r d e r a n d p r e c e d e n t i n 
l i k e cases , a n d w a s so o r d e r e d , a n d M r . S e y m o u r w e n t p r e s e n t l y 
f o r t h a t t h e d o o r . " 

This case occurred 011 the 12th of J u n e 1601, and the 
decision was based upon the then already established usage 
of the House of Commons. 

The importance of the rule, and the necessity for its strict 
observance, is laid down by Mr. Jefferson in the following 
summary of his conclusions upon the subjcct :— 

" W h e r e t h e p r i v a t e i n t e r e s t s o f a m e m b e r a r e c o n c e r n e d i n a b i l l 
o r ques t i on , h e is t o ' w i t h d r a w . A n d w h e r e s u c h i n t e r e s t h a s 
a p p e a r e d , lfis v o i c e h a s b e e n d i s a l l o w e d , e v e n a f t e r a d e c i s i o n . I n a 
c a s e so c o n t r a r y , no t o n l y to t h e l a w s of d e c e n c y , b u t t o t h e f u n d a -
m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e of t h e soc ia l c o m p a c t , w h i c h d e n i e s to a n y m a n t o 
b e a j u d g e in his o w n c a u s e , i t is f o r t h e h o n o r of t h e h o u s e t h a t t h i s 
r u l e , of i m m e m o r i a l o b s e r v a n c e , s h o u l d b e s t r i c t l y a d h e r e d t o . " — 
Jefferson's Manual, sect. xvii. 

Our own authority, Mr. Cushing, treats of the same 
subject, as follows :— 

" A s m e m b e r s of t h e H o u s e a r e a l so m e m b e r s of t h e b o d y po l i t i c , 
a n d c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e i r f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s i n a l l t h e o r d i n a r y r e l a t i o n s 
of l i fe a n d b u s i n e s s , i t m a y , of c o u r s e , s o m e t i m e s h a p p e n t h a t t h e y 
a r e p e r s o n a l l y i n t e r e s t e d in q u e s t i o n s t h a t c o m e b e f o r e t h e m in t h e i r 
c a p a c i t y of l e g i s l a t o r s . W h e n t h i s is t h e ca se , d e c e n c y r e q u i r e s 
t h a t m e m b e r s so s i t u a t e d s h o u l d n o t s i t a s j u d g e s , a n d , b y t h e i r 
s u f f r a g e s , d e c i d e t h e i r o w n c a s e . " — C u s h i n g ' s Law and Practice of 
Legislative Assemblies, No. 1784. 

The rule of the House by which the vote of Mr. Brown 
of Lynn must be excluded, if he comes within its scope, is 
as follows :— 

" RULE 3 0 . N o m e m b e r s h a l l b e p e r m i t t e d t o v o t e , o r s e r v e o n 
a n y c o m m i t t e e , in a n y q u e s t i o n w h e r e h i s p r i v a t e r i g h t is i m m e d i -
a t e l y c o n c e r n e d , d i s t i nc t f r o m t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . " 

The thirty-first rule reads as follows: " Every member 
present in the House when a question is put, where he is 
not excluded by interest, shall give his vote, unless the 
House, for special reasons, shall excuse h im." " Excluded 
by interest " here refers to to the " private right " of the 
thirtieth rule, and thus clearly defines its meaning, as there 
used, to be synonymous with private interest. 

The rule is p la in ; parliamentary authorities concur in 
affirming the correctness of the principles upon which it 
rests ; and the importance of its strict enforcement will 
hardly be questioned. Yet cases have arisen where it has 
been difficult to discriminate between an " immediate pri-
vate right distinct from the public i n t e re s t " and a right 



secondary and mixed with the general interest of the public. 
Hence it has not always been easy to apply the rule to par-
ticular cases. But a careful examination of the principles 
upon which the rule is founded, in connection with the 
decisions made under it, and an analysis of the more recent 
explications of parliamentary law, ought to enable the House 
to decide the present case, at least, without embarrass-
ment. There are but few recorded decisions in the journals 
of the Massachusetts House of Representatives to throw light 
upon the practical application of the rule, and scarcely any 
in this country, outside of Massachusetts are known to the 
Chair. Cases must have not unfrequently occurred in 
which members were interested ; and it is presumed that 
the reason why there are so few formally recorded decisions 
under the rule, is because its silent force has generally been 
effectual, and members, governed by their own sense of 
propriety, have voluntarily declined to vote where their 
private interests would be affected by their votes. Members 
who have had previous experience can probably remember 
of cases where members have, of their own accord, refrained 
from voting on account of private interest. 

The Chair has found no case on the journals of the House 
similar to the one now under consideration. In 1838, Mr. 
Speaker Winthrop decided that stockholders in a bank were 
not disqualified by the rule from serving on a special com-
mittee on the subject of the suspension of specie payments. 
In the same year he decided that stockholders of the West-
ern Railroad were not disqualified from voting on a bill 
grant ing the crcdit of the state to aid in building their rail-
road. Both of these decisions were sustained by the House 
on appeal. In 1840, he decided that stockholders in the 
Boston and Sandwich Glass Company were not disqualified 
from voting on an amendment to a bill relating to that 
company, which provided that the stockholders should be 
individually liable for the debts of the company. This 
decision was sustained by a vote of 2.59 to 189. 

The grounds of these decisions were substantially, that 
the members, stockholders in the corporations, had not such 
a distinct private interest, unmixed with the public interest, 
immediately and directly involved in the propositions, as to 
include them in the r u l e ; but that whatever interest they 
might have, if any, would be merely incidental to the possi-
ble results of a measure of public policy which might or 
might not affect them; and thus their interest would be remote 
and contingent, instead of immediate and certain, and 
would, in any event bo inseparably mixed up with the public 



interests involved in the proposed measures. This view was 
sustained by the Speaker in an elaborate opinion wherein he 
quoted some of the English precedents which will be here-
after referred to. 

In 1853, a similar decision on the question of increasing 
the capital of certain banks was made by Mr. Speaker Bliss. 
I t rested substantially upon the same grounds as the 
foregoing, and was sustained by the House. 

The elements involved in these cases, it will readily be 
seen, are entirely dissimilar to those which characterize the 
case which the House is now called upon to decide; nor is 
there any case, known to the Chair, on the journals of the 
House, which furnishes an analogous precedent to aid its 
judgment. 

But while it is without an American precedent, the House 
of Representatives, fortunately, now has an authoritative 
guide, made binding upon it by its own rule, and which, in 
this case at least, seems to clearly determine its way. The 
seventy-second rule of the House is as follows y— 

" T h e r u l e s of p a r l i a m e n t a r y p r a c t i c e c o m p r i s e d i n C u s h i n g ' s 
M a n u a l a n d C u s h i n g ' s E l e m e n t s of L a w a n d P r a c t i c e of L e g i s l a t i v e 
A s s e m b l i e s s h a l l g o v e r n t h e H o u s e i n a l l c a s e s t o w h i c h t h e y a r e 
a p p l i c a b l e , a n d in w h i c h t h e y a r e no t i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e s t a n d i n g 
r u l e s a n d o r d e r s of t h e H o u s e , o r t h e j o i n t r u l e s a n d o r d e r s of t h e 
t w o b r a n c h e s of t h e L e g i s l a t u r e . " 

In relation to the application of the rule as to interested 
members, Mr. Cushing says: " The rule is thus stated by 
Mr. Hatsell ," and quotes as follows :— 

_ " I n t e r e s t in a q u e s t i o n p e n d i n g in t h e H o u s e w a s g o o d c a u s e f o r 
d i s a l l o w i n g v o t e s ; b u t s u c h a n i n t e r e s t m u s t b e a d i r e c t p e c u n i a r y 
i n t e r e s t , b e l o n g i n g t o a s e p a r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d n o t 
s u c h a s b e l o n g e d to a l l h i s m a j e s t y ' s s u b j e c t s , a r i s i n g o u t of a n y 
m e a s u r e of s t a t e p o l i c y . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , i t a p p l i e d o n l y to 
p r i v a t e b i l l s , o r b i l l s r e l a t i n g to i n d i v i d u a l s , s u c h a s e s t a t e b i l l s , 
i n c l o s u r e bil ls , c a n a l s , j o i n t s t o c k c o m p a n i e s , &c. , w h e r e i n o n l y t h e 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l p rof i t o r loss is c o n c e r n e d , and on like grounds to s u b -
sc r ibe r s to t h e l o y a l t y l o a n ; b u t d i d n o t a p p l y t o q u e s t i o n s of i n t e r e s t 
a r i s i n g out of p u b l i c m e a s u r e s , s u c h a s t a x bi l l s , c o l o n i a l r e g u l a t i o n s , 
d o m e s t i c t r a d e s , a n d t h e l i k e . " — H a t s e l l , V o l . 2 , p . 1 7 0 . 

Further , Mr. Cushing says : 
" T h e r e s e e m s to b e v e r y l i t t l e d o u b t o r d i f f i cu l ty , c o m m o n l y , i n 

d e t e r m i n i n g w h a t i n t e r e s t d i s q u a l i f i e s a m e m b e r f r o m v o t i n g , o r 
w o u l d g i v e r i s e to t h e d i s a l l o w i n g of v o t e s if g i v e n . T h e c a s e of 
m e m b e r s v o t i n g on q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r o w n p a y is a n e x c e p -
t ion, f r o m w h i c h n o p r i n c i p l e c a n p r o p e r l y b e d e r i v e d . I t h a s 
i n v a r i a b l y b e e n d e c i d e d , of c o u r s e , t h a t t h i s w a s n o t s u c h a n i n t e r -
es t a s w o u l d d i s q u a l i f y ; e i t h e r b e c a u s e it w a s a c a s e of n e c e s s i t y , o r 
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b e c a u s e a l l t h e m e m b e r s w e r e e q u a l l y c o n c e r n e d in i n t e r e s t . F i v e 
l e a d i n g c a s e s h a v e o c c u r r e d i n t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t a t d i f f e r e n t 
p e r i o d s w h i c h e m b o d y t h e l a w on t h i s s u b j e c t , a n d d e s e r v e to be 
m e n t i o n e d a c c o r d i n g l y . " — C u s h i n g ' s Law and Practice, N o . 1 8 3 9 . 

It is important then, that the elements of the " five lead-
ing cases" should be carefully considered, as from these 
Mr. Cushing deduces the law which, by force of the seventy-
second rule, must govern the House in the application of 
the parliamentary principles embodied in the thirtieth rule. 

The first of these cases was that which occurred in 1601, 
already quoted. 

The second case occurred in 1664, in which the vote of 
Sir Robert Paston was questioned on account of interest. 
The precise nature of his interest does not clearly appear ; 
but it is recorded that " S i r Robert to avoid engaging the 
House in a debate freely offered to withdraw; and that no 
advantage should be had by his being told with the yeas." 

The third case occurred in 1797, and is known as the case 
of the loyalty floan referred to in the above quotation from 
Hatsell. In December, 1796, the House of Commons 
authorized a loan of eighteen millions of pounds in the form 
of annuities, upon certain specified terms. It was soon 
afterwards ascertained that the subscribers for the loan had 
paid too much, and would incur a loss. The minister, 
therefore, in May following, moved that an allowance be 
made to them of five pounds in every hundred. Upon this 
question the votes of certain members who were subscribers 
to the loan, having been questioned, " the Speaker being 
appealed to, said that in his opinion the subscribers to the 
loan had a direct pecuniary interest in the measure in ques-
tion, which would disqualify them from voting thereon, 
unless they declared their intention not to profit by the 
bonus proposed to be given to them." The votes of such of 
the subscribers as so disclaimed their intention of receiving 
or profiting by the bonus proposed, were allowed. 

The fourth case occurred in Ju ly , 1800, and arose on the 
third reading of a bill to incorporate " the London Company 
for the manufacture of flour, meal, and bread." The bill 
allowed to the subscribers to the capital a dividend of the 
profits of ten per cent, on the amounts advanced by them. 
A motion was made to amend so as to reduce this dividend 
to five per cent. A member who was named in the bill, 
having voted against the proposition, a motion was made 
that his vote be disallowed. He stated that he had paid no 
money toward this plan, but that he intended to subscribe 
to it, conceiving; that it would be for the public benefit. He 



then withdrew, and the House resolved that his vote be dis-
allowed. The votes of four other members were questioned 
upon similar grounds, who stated, that, as the House had 
come to the above conclusion, they should not object to the 
disallowance of their votes; and they were disallowed. 

The last of the five cases arose CM the gold coin bill in 
1811. It was an " act for making more effectual provision 
for preventing the current gold coin of the realm from being 
paid or accepted for a greater value than the current value 
of such coin ; for preventing any note or notes of the bank 
of England from being received for any smaller sum than 
the sum therein specified ; and for staying proceedings upon 
any distress by tender of such notes." In other words, it 
was a measure of public policy during a time of suspension 
of specie payments and consequent depreciation of paper 
money, intended to maintain the circulation of the notes of 
the bank of England on a par with coin. I t was alleged 
that the act would add to the profits of the bank of England, 
and that the stockholders would thus receive a benefit from 
its passage. A motion was therefore made to disallow the 
votes of certain members who were stockholders. This 
motion did not prevail, and the votes of the members were 
allowed. Mr. Speaker Addington, in giving his opinion, 
said: " T h e rule was very plain. If they opened then-
journals they would find it established more than two hun-
dred years ago, and then spoken of as an ancient practice, 
that a personal interest in a question disqualified a member 
from voting. But this interest, it should be fur ther under-
stood, should be a direct pecuniary interest, separately 
belonging to the persons whose votes were questioned, not 
in common with the rest of his majesty's subjects, or on a 
matter of state policy." 

Mr. Cushing also quotes the cases decided in the Massa-
chusetts Legislature in 1838 and 1810, already referred to, 
and then, in summing up the law as established by these 
cases, says: 

" I t s e e m s f r o m t h e f o r e g o i n g a n d o t h e r c a s e s , t h a t p a r t i e s n a m e d 
in t h e bill, e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l l y o r c o l l e c t i v e l y , a r e e x c l u d e d f r o m 
v o t i n g t h e r e o n , w h a t e v e r t h e i r i n t e r e s t m a y b e ; t h a t m e m b e r s w h o 
a r e no t n a m e d a-5 p a r t i e s m u s t b e s h o w n to h a v e a d i r e c t p e c u n i a r y 
i n t e r e s t in a bi l l , i n o r d e r to p r e c l u d e t h e m f r o m v o t i n g u p o n i t ; t h a t 
if th is i n t e r e s t is o n e w h i c h c a n b e d i s c l a i m e d , it i s su f f i c i en t t o d o so 
e i t h e r b e f o r e o r a f t e r a d i v i s i o n , in o r d e r to j u s t i f y v o t i n g on t h e 
q u e s t i o n ; a n d t h a t t h e i n t e r e s t of a m e m b e r w h i c h s h a l l e x c l u d e 
h i m f r o m v o t i n g m u s t b e s e p a r a t e a n d d i s t i n c t , a n d n o t m e r e l y 
e n j o y e d b y h i m in c o m m o n w i t h h i s f e l l o w - c i t i z e n - . " — C u s h i n g ' s Law 
and Practice, No. 1846. 



The journals of the House of Commons contain decisions 
of later date, of which Mr. Cushing says, they " confirm 
the principles stated in the preceding paragraphs."— lb . No. 
1847. 

With this exposition of the law, which by its own rule 
the House has expressly made its guide, there cannot gen-
erally be any serious difficulty in applying the thirtieth rule, 
and it would seem that there can no doubt at all arise in 
the present ease. 

The question to be determined is, whether the gentleman 
from Lynn, upon the facts as stated by himself, has any 
" private right distinct from the public interest immediately 
concerned " in the pending bill ? 

In order to come to a precise understanding upon this 
point, it will be well to consider the various kinds of rights 
or interests which members may have in any questions which 
may at any time be before the House. 

In the first place, there is in some sense a public interest 
in every act of the Legislature; for the grant of power to the 
General Court to make laws which is contained in the 4th 
article of the 1st section of chapter I. of the Constitution, is 
limited by the provision that they shall be such laws " as 
they shall judge to be for the good and welfare of the Com-
monwealth." Every member, therefore, as a member also 
of the body politic, has an interest in every constitutional 
act of the Legislature, whether it be a private or a public 
act. But this interest he holds in common not only with 
every other member, but with the public generally, and 
therefore it is not the " private right distinct from the public 
in t e res t " intended by the rule. 

In the next place, a member may be a stockholder in a 
corporation, a resident-of a municipality, or a property holder 
in a particular locality, which may be affected by general or 
special laws having regard to public policy or intended to 
promote public improvement. In such case, beside his inter-
est as a member of the body politic in common with the 
whole people of the State, lie may have a special interest in 
common with the other stockholders, residents or property 
holders, incidentally arising from the proposed public policy 
or improvement. Such an interest would be inseparably 
mixed with the public interest involved in the public policy 
or improvement. The policy or improvement could not be 
accomplished without his receiving a benefit ; nor, on the 
other hand, could he receive the benefit without the promo-
tion of the public interest by the carrying out of the public 
policy or improvement. Such an interest, moreover, would 



be remote and secondary. The possible benefit would not 
attach to the member by virtue of the direct force of the 
law alone; but would come to him, as a participant with 
others similarly situated, from and out of the results of the 
proposed improvement or public policy to be accomplished, 
not immediately by the law, but by the separate action of a 
corporation or other body or agency. His interest would 
thus be but an inseparable share of the common results of 
action by the corporation or other agency. This action, 
under the authority of the law and stimulated by its influ-
ence, might produce a general benefit, from which a benefit 
would inevitably flow to him in common with other citizens. 
While this benefit would be consequent upon the passage of 
the law, it would not be its immediate effect. All authorities 
agree that the private interest which excludes a member 's 
vote should be an " immediate pecuniary interest, distinct 
from the public interest ." Clearly these are not such inter-
ests ; but they are such interests as were involved in the 
gold coin bill of 1811. They are such interests as were held 
by the stockholders of banks, and of the Western Railroad 
Company in 1838, and by the stockholders of the Boston 
and Sandwich Glass Company in 1840, which Mr. Speaker 
Winthrop decided ought not to exclude members from 
voting. 

There is a third class of interests, which members may 
have in questions before the House, between which and 
either of the two classes of interests before mentioned there 
is a clear and unmistakable line of demarkation. Such 
interests are exactly described by the language of the thirtieth 
rule, and by the various expositions of the parliamentary 
principles upon which it is founded. A member may have 
a private right immediately concerned in a question, which 
is a direct pecuniary interest, accruing to him as a result of 
a legislative act, without the voluntary action of any inter-
vening agency. Although the action which carries to him 
such private benefit may, like every constitutional act of the 
General Court, " be for the good and welfare of this Com-
monwealth," and so in a general way concern the public 
interest, yet his particular interest therein may be an entirely 
distinct one, separate from the public interest and from that 
of any other person. I t may be so distinct that it might be 
severed from all other interests, public or private, without 
being destroyed or sacrificed, and without the destruction or 
sacrifice of any other private right or public interest. I t 
may be so distinct that it might be separately held and 
enjoyed even if all others should refuse to participate in the 



general results ; so distinct that it might be declined or 
abandoned-without preventing or impairing the accomplish-
ment of any public policy. Such an interest was involved 
in the case of the London Flour Company, where it was 
proposed to assure to the members named in the bill ten 
per cent, instead of five per cent, interest for money 
advanced. Such an interest also was involved in the loyalty 
loan case, where it was proposed to give a bonus of five 
pounds in a hundred to subscribers. I t was this class of 
interests to which Mr. Speaker Winthrop referred in 1840, 
when, after giving the reasons for his decision that the votes 
of stockholders of the Boston and Sandwich Glass Com-
pany should not be disallowed, he said: 

" I t m i g h t b e a s k e d of t h e S p e a k e r in w h a t c a s e s t h e r u l e w a s to 
b e a p p l i e d , so a s n o t to b e a l t o g e t h e r i n o p e r a t i v e . T h e e a s e of a 
p e n s i o n h a d a l r e a d y b e e n s u g g e s t e d . I f a m e m b e r of t h e H o u s e 
w e r e a p e t i t i o n e r t o r a p e n s i o n , b o u n t y , r e m u n e r a t i o n , o r i n d e m n i -
fication of a n y k i n d , t h e r u l e w o u l d c l e a r l y e x c l u d e h i m f r o m v o t i n g 
o n t h e q u e s t i o n . A l a r g e n u m b e r of r e s o l v e s h a d a l r e a d y p a s s e d 
t h e H o u s e , a n d o t h e r s w e r e s t i l l i n t h e o r d e r s of t h e d a y , g r a n t i n g 
g r a t u i t i e s to p e r s o n s w h o h a d a r r e s t e d c r i m i n a l s , d e t e c t e d c o u n t e r -
f e i t e r s , o r r e n d e r e d o t h e r s e r v i c e t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . I f a n y of t h e s e 
p e r s o n s h a d b e e n m e m b e r s of t h e H o u s e , t h e i r v o t e s m u s t h a v e b e e n 
d i s a l l o w e d . " 

Keeping in mind the foregoing classification of the several 
kinds of interests which members may have, cases cannot 
often occur in which it will be difficult to determine the 
rights of members under the rule. Members may have 
interests such as are described in either or both of the first 
two classes, and not be thereby disqualified to vote. It 
is an interest of the third class to which the rule relates, 
and this whether the member having it has or has not also 
an interest of one or both of the other classes, as he may 
have, in the same question. 

The rule does not anticipate that the bill or question 
shall be " distinct from the public interest," or disconnected 
from any question of public policy, nor that other interests 
than the " private right " of the members may not bo con-
cerned in the bill or question ; but it requires that the par-
ticular right or interest which the member himself has in 
the question shall be one which is distinct from the public 
interest. 

Nor can it be inferred from the rule, or any of the author-
ities, that the interest, which excludes a member from voting, 
is that alone, which lie may have in a special act proposed 



for his sole benefit. Indeed, some of the authorities indi-
cate that a member having a private interest should be 
excluded from voting, not only on the bill for his own 
benefit, but also on other bills making similar grants to 
other persons. Mr. May, after citing a decision by the 
House of Commons in 1844, that the rule relating to voting 
in the House applies also to the vote of a member in com-
mittee, says:— 

" A s e l e c t e d m e m b e r , o n a c o m m i t t e e 011 a p r i v a t e b i l l or group of 
bills, w i l l b e d i s c h a r g e d f r o m a n y f u r t h e r a t t e n d a n c e , if i t b e d i s c o v -
e r e d t h a t h e h a s a d i r c c t p e c u n i a r y i n t e r e s t in t h e b i l l s , or any one 
of them."—May on the Law and, Practice of Parliament, p. 285. 

Without going to the extent thus indicated, it would be 
manifestly absurd to admit a theory by which twenty mem-
bers, having each a private interest, might combine to 
include in one bill the necessary legislation to provide for 
the separate interests of each of them, for which they might 
all vote, while 110 one of them could vote for a separate bill 
for his own case. I t would not change the principles 
involved, if there should be twenty or any number of per-
sons interested, part only of whom wefe members of the 
House. This is settled by a familiar rule of interpretation 
of law as to the rights of corporations under general laws. 
As every corporation organized under the general laws of 
the State is endowed with precisely the same powers, and 
exists in all respects jus t as if the corporators were the 
grantees of a special charter in the identical words of the 
general law, so the grantee or beneficiary, who is one of a 
class of persons severally having private rights by virtue of 
any act of legislation, stands in the same relation to the law 
which secures him his interest, as if his private interest 
were granted by a special act to him alone. Whatever 
other interests there may be in the bill, his own interest is 
none the less his " private right distinct from the public 
interest." This is in accordance with the precedents which 
have been referred to, 110 one of which arose 011 a bill 
making a grant to, or conferring a benefit upon, a single 
individual. 

With the law as drawn from the precedents and laid down 
by Mr. Cusliing, which, by its own rule, is made the authority 
and positive guide of the House, the Chair has 110 doubt or 
hesitation in the application of the thirtieth rule to the case 
under consideration. 

The bill provides for giving to persons of a particular 
class, who have done military service in the war of the 
rebellion, certain amounts of scrip, or if the governor and 



council so decide, money in lieu thereof. The member from 
Lynn, whose right to vote upon the bill is to be decided, 
belcfogs to the class of persons who are the grantees of the 
bill, and will be, by its terms, severally entitled to certain 
specific amounts of said scrip or money. The benefit which 
the bill bestows on them is clearly, in the language of Hat-
sell, " a direct pecuniary interest, belonging to a separate 
description of individuals, and not such as also belongs to 
all the citizens ; " and not only is this so, but by the very 
terms of the bill, all persons whatsoever, except the " sep-
arate description of individuals " set forth therein, are, by 
language as decisive as the ingenuity of the House can con-
trive, expressly prohibited from acquiring or possessing any 
interest in it. The interest is a direct, positive, immediate, 
and pecuniary one, depending for its production or existence 
upon the action of no intervening agency ; it is distinct 
from the public interest—so distinct that the value of the 
interest of each grantee under the bill may be separately 
es t imated; it may be declined, and so severed from each 
and every other possible interest, public or private, without 
hindering any othe* person from the possession or enjoyment 
of his interest, and without thereby preventing or impairing 
the accomplishment of any public policy involved in the 
bill. The case of the subscribers to the " loyal ty loan," in 
its principles as decided by the House of Commons, is pre-
cisely analogous to this case. The decision in that case is 
admitted by all parliamentary authorities to be correct. 
The other cases cited by Mr. Cushing, although differing 
somewhat in their elements, confirm the principles decided 
in the former case. 

Therefore, by the principles of parliamentary law, as given 
by Mr. Cushing, which, by the express provisions of the 
seventy-second rule, the House has prescribed for his guide, 
the Speaker is constrained to decide that the interest which 
the member from Lynn, as stated by himself, has in the bill 
before the House, is clearly such an interest as brings him 
within the letter and the intent of the thirtieth rule, and 
that by force thereof his vote is excluded from the question 
of passing the bill to be engrossed. 

The Speaker has been impressed with the importance of 
the public duty which he has been called upon to discharge 
in the decision of this question. He has regarded it as a 
question of principle distinct from any other question ; a 
question to be determined upon its own merits, without any 
regard to the effect of its decision upon the passage of the 
bounty bill or any other measure, or upon the interest? or 



feelings of any person whatever ; a question of principle, 
going to the very foundation upon which rests the public 
confidence in the purity of legislation. The judgment 
which this House will pass upon this question, he knows 
full well, must stand at the bar of public opinion upon the 
naked principles of the case. Before that tribunal it cannot 
stand upon any supposed or possible results upon the pend-
ing bill or any other measure, upon any deference to official 
position, nor upon any sympathy with any individual or 
class of individuals. He has therefore given the subject as 
careful and thorough an examination as his limited opportu-
nities have permitted, and offers the results of his investiga-
tion to aid the House in forming its judgment . 

The votes already taken upon the bounty bill indicate 
that its fate will not be involved in the decision of the Chair, 
or in the action of the House, whatever it may be, upon the 
appeal from that decision. Circumstances, therefore, are 
favorable for a cool, deliberate and authoritative adjudication 
as to the proper application of an important principle of 
parliamentary law, which may stand as a precedent, 
untainted with the suspicion oi having passed the House 
under the influence of any interest or bias connected with 
the question out of which it has grown. 

Whatever may be the judgment of the House upon the 
appeal, the Speaker, conscious of having endeavored to per-
form faithfully a public duty, with an eye single to a right 
declaration of the law, will bow to that judgment with 
cheerful acquiescence, and with that respect which is always 
due to the intelligence and integrity of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Everett of Rowe, the yeas and nays 
were ordered on the question of sustaining the Speaker's 
ruling. 

Without taking any question, the House 
Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Vose of Milton presented the petition of John Liver- Cambridge 

more and others, that the county commissioners of Norfolk ane bridge, 
and Middlesex counties may bo authorized to lay out the 
Cambridge and Brookline bridge as a public way. Referred 
under the joint order to the next General Court. 

Engrossed bills : buis passed. 
In addition to an act for supplying the town of Fi tchburg 

with pure wa te r ; 
48 



(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
Providing for more effective notice of the time when the 

liability of the state banks upon their circulation ceases ; 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives;) 
W ere severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
interested 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill to equal-
membcrs to j z e the bounties of our soldiers, the immediate question 

being upon the appeal by Mr. Jewell from the decision of 
the Chair, 011 the question raised by Mr. Brown of Lynn. 

The question being about to be taken, Mr. Aldrich of 
Worcester inquired whether members of the House whose 
right to vote 011 the bill is affected by the decision, if sus-
tained, would have a right to vote on the appeal. 

The Chair stated that no question of the right of any 
member to vote, except the right of Mr. Brown, had been 
raised, and that Mr. Brown would not have the right to vote 
on the appeal. 

Messrs. Lewis of Ware, Folger of Nantucket, Hancock of 
Milford, Andrews of Essex, Goss of Ipswich, and Willard of 
Charlton, then severally asked to be excused from voting 011 
the appeal, 011 the ground that they were interested pecu-
niarly in the bill; and the question being put they were 
severally excused. 

Mr. Bowers of Clinton asked to be excused from voting, 
but his request was not granted. 

The question then being put, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House? the roll was 
called, and the yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. J . Adams, J . Q. Adams, Allen, Angell, 
Barton, Batehelder, Bates, Blaisdell, Bodurtha, Bosworth, 
Bowerman, Boynton, Breed, Bryant, Candler, Canning, 
Carruthers, G. P. Carter, Chisholm, Clary, Coolidge, Cook, 
Crittenden, Crosby, Cullen, Cunningham, Cutler, Daniell, 
Daniels, A. Davis, Dean, Demond, Dennis, Denny, Dill, 
L. J . Dudley, L. Dudley, Evans, Everett, Fayerweather, 
Field, Fletcher, Frederick, French, Gates, Gay, Gladwin, 
Gouiding, J . Hall , S. D. Hall, T. E. Hall, Hathaway, Heald, 
Hebard, Hey wood, Hosford, Jewell, C. F. Johnson, J . Jones, 
S. Jones, M. Kimball, King, Kinsley, Leach, Lincoln, Little, 
Locke, Lockey, M. M. Longley, Lovell, Lovering, Manahan, 
Mason, J . M. Merrick, J . M. Merrick, Mctcalf, Millard, Miller, 
Mitchell, I. L. Moore, Morse, T. Nash, Nickerson, H. A. 
Noyes, Osborn, Peckham, II . L. Pierce, J . Pierce, Plumer, 
Post, J . S. Potter, Reed, Remick, Rice, Richards, N. 
Richardson, Roby, Rogers, Roys, Saunders, Sawin, Sawyer, 



Shaw, Sherman, Short, F. A. Smith, W. Smith, Snow, St. 
John, Z. E. Stone, Taft , Taylor, Thacher, Thaxter , Thayer, 
Thompson, Thomson, R. Tolman, Upham, "Van Nostrand, 
Vinton, Vose, Wakefield, Ward , White, Whitney, Wilcox, 
F. Willard, Willis, Winchester, Winn, Woodcock, Worcester, 
Worthy.—134. 

Nays.—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Baker, Baxter, Bent, 
Bowers, Brainerd, Briggs, J . Brown, Caldwell, H. Carter, 
Chipman, Clement, Coe, Cogswell, Collins, Daggett, Damon, 
B . H . D a v i s , I). Davis, J . E. Davis, Doten, "Eddy, Flinn, 
Flynn, Foster, Goodwin, Green, Ham, Harr ington, Howes, 
Jenkins, tTudd, Keep, R. Kimball, Kingman, Lane, A. W. 
Longley, Loring, Low, Mahan, McCafferty, Martin, Merriam, 
C. Nash, C. J . Noyes, Osgood, Patch, Pollard, E. H. Pot ter , 
Pra t t , Proctor, Pu tnam, Raymond, Riley, Rowell, R. Smith, 
Spofford, Tenney, Thomas, S. Tolman, J r . , Trussell, 
Witherbee, A. G W o o d , A. T. Wood.—65. 

Absent or not voting.—J. B. Brown, Burr , E. Carpenter, 
W. Carpenter, Chapin, Ciiase, Doane, Esty, Fairbanks, 
Gaylord, Hicks, Hitchcock, H u n t , S. Johnson, Knapp, 
Leonard, Merritt, E. D. Moore, Palfray, Pease, J . B. 
Richardson, Rogers, Root, Seaver, Small, J . M. Stone, 
(Speaker,) J . C. Stone, Strong, Turner , Van Deusen, 
AVest, Wilson, P. Wood.—33. 

So the decision was declared to be the judgment of the 
House. 

Mr. Lewis of Ware rose and stated that he had a similar 
interest to that of Mr. Brown, and the Chair ruled that he 
had no right to vote on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Pierce of Maiden moved that the the 30th rule of 
the House be suspended, but afterwards withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. Brown inquired if in case he should disclaim any 
intention of receiving any benefit from the bill, ho should 
have a right to vote. 

The Speaker, referring to Cushing's law and practice and 
to one of the precedents cited by him in the morning, stated 
that if the gentleman should make such a disclaimer he 
would be entitled to vote. 

Mr. Brown then disclaimed any intention of receiving 
anything under the bill. 

Messrs. Lewis of Ware, Willard of Charlton, Folger of 
Nantucket, Baxter of Boston, Thomas of Roxbury, Davis of 
Dudley, Goss of Ipswich, Osgood of Salisbury, and Andrews 
of Essex, also made the same disclaimer; and the Speaker 
decided that these gentlemen were entitled to vote. 



The question being upon passing the bill to be engrossed, 
and the yeas and nays having been ordered, the roll was 
called, and the bill was passed by a vote of 110 yeas to 85 
nays. (Appendix, No. 33.) 

On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, the orders of the day 
were laid upon the table. 

Mr. Carter of Bradford moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill was passed to be engrossed, but the 
motion was rejected. The bill was then sent up for 
concurrence. 

Ordered, That there be printed for the use of the legisla-
ture, 5,000 copies of the Speaker's decision upon the question 
raised by Mr. Brown of Lynn, with the yeas and nays taken 
on the appeal therefrom, and with the names of the gentle-
men who were excused from voting and the reasons given 
therefor. 

Adjourned. 

sani ta ry 
condition of 
the state 
house. 

Pr int ing. 

Address to 
Governor 
Andrew. 

Liquor com-
missioner. 

SATURDAY, M a y 5 , 1 8 6 6 . 
Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Kimball of Boston, presented certain documents from 

the board of health of the city of Boston, relative to the 
sanitary condition of the state house ; which were referred to 
the committee on the State House, and sent up for con-
currence. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester,— 
Ordered, That the statements made before the joint com-

mittee on the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Iloosac 
Tunnel , which were printed for the information of the 
committee, be printed for the information of the legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Mason of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the address to ex-Governor Andrew be 

signed by the presiding officers of the legislature, and that 
a certified copy thereof be transmitted to him by the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Spofford of Newburyport,— 
Ordered, That the Secretary cf the Commonwealth be 

requested to furnish to the committee having in charge the 
investigation of the affairs of the liquor commissioner, all 
papers having reference to any allegations of maladminis-
tration on the part of said commissioner on file in his 
office. 



Mr. Hancock of Milford stated that he was obliged to Explanation 
leave the House yesterday before the vote was taken on the cockIr'Ha" 
engrossment of the bill to equalize bounties, and that if he 
had been present he should have disclaimed any intention 
of profiting by the bill, and should have voted for it. 

On motion of Mr. Hancock, it was ordered, that this 
statement be entered upon the journal . 

Mr. Lorina; of Salem, from the committee on Salaries of Saiariesof o 7 state oliicer'«. 

State Officers, reported a bill relating to the salaries of state 
officers; which was read and referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. Thompson of Boston, from the committee on Military 
Affairs, authorized by the General Statutes to visit the state 
arsenal, reported a resolve in relation to the protection of 
property at the arsenal ; which was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, from the committee on Finance, Passage of 
reported that Senate bill concerning the obstructions to the 3 ' 
passage of fish in the Connecticut and Merrimack rivers 
ought to pass with an amendment . 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee 0 1 1 the T o m b s in 

Judiciary, reported that the resolve authorizing the city of Boston' 
Boston to remove certain tombs, &c., ought to pass. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for Monday. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill concerning the alewife fishery in Taunton Great River Taunton" 

and Newmasket River, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down and was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Bill to incorporate the Brookline and Back Bay Street 
Railway Co., passed to be engrossed in the Senate, witli an Bay street 

amendment, came down and was considered, and the 1Ulhtay' 
amendment was concurred in. 

Reports (no legislation necessary,) on an order relative to J"Ac'iiture 
the distribution of the reports of the secretary of the board 
of agricul ture; 

Also (reference to the next General Court ,) of the bill to P.??0''11 
^ /~-t • i i » e s c j j y n n . 

authorize the Eastern Railroad Corporation to chifnge their 
passenger depot in West Lynn ; 

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 
severally placed in the orders of the day for Monday. 

The orders of the day were taken up. Ordersofthe 
Bills relating to the right to serve on jur ies in criminal 

causes, &c., was amended and postponed and specially 
assigned for Tuesday, at 1 1 | o'clock, A. M. 



J . li. Fitz-
patrick. 

Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of J . B. Fitzpatrick 
and others, WQS postponed and specially assigned for Monday 
at 2i. o'clock, P. M. 

Resolves concerning the Universal Exposition at Paris 
were amended and ordered to a third reading. 

Bill to authorize Kimball Eldridge and others, to construct 
a fish weir in the town of Nantucket was on motion of Mr. 
Davis of Edgartown indefinately postponed. 

Resolve in relation to the second Massachusetts cavalry 
was o î motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly laid upon the 
table. 

Bill relating to fees of county commissioners in certain 
cases was read and rejected. 

Bill concerning the board of agriculture and the state 
cabinet was read and amended, on -motion of Mr. Loring of 
Salem, by adopting a substitute ; which was passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of Oramel Martin, 
was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

Newburj-p't. Bill in addition to an act to establish the city of New-
buryport was read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence. 

Bill concerning vagrants and vagabonds was read, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 
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MONDAY, M a y 7 , 1 8 6 6 . 
Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Rice of Newton presented the petition of J . N. Bacon, 

president of the Newton and Watertown Gas Light Com-
pany, for re-imbursement of a tax erroneously assessed and 
paid; which was referred to the committee on Claims and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Interest of 
money. 
Mutual Fire 
Ins. Co. in 
Salem. 

Ward 9, 
Boston. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills : • 
Relating to the interest of money ; 
To incorporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company in 

Salem, and for other purposes ; 
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 

down, and were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Hall of Holden, from the committee on Military-
Claims, under an order instructing them to report concerning 



certain charges made by the Adjutant-General against the 
citizens of ward 9, Boston, made a report on that subject. 

Mr. Sherman of Lawrence obtained leave to submit a 
minority report signed by Senator Brigham. 

Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 
Report, inexpedient, on an order relative to the ventila- ventilation, 

tion of the hall of the House was laid on the table. 
Bill concerning the obstructions to the passage of fish in Passage of 

the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers was read and fl3h' 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

Resolve in relation to the protection of property at the state arsenal 
state arsenal was read and ordered to a third reading. 

Report, inexpedient, relative to the distribution of the B»rd of 
reports of the board of agriculture was accepted in con- a s n c a l t u r e ' 
currence. 

Report, reference to the next General Court, of the bill ^° t
t
L
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to authorize the Eastern Railroad Corporation to change 
their passenger depot in West Lynn, was on motion of Mr. 
Kimball of Boston indefinitely postponed. Sent up for 
concurrence. 

Bill to define and protect the rights of tenants at will was Tenants at 
further considered, and an amendment moved thereto by WI"' 
Mr. Thompson of Boston, was rejected, but the subject was 
not disposed of. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Boston the bill to regulate the License law. 
sale of intoxicating liquors was taken from the table and 
postponed, and specially assigned for Thursday, at 10^ 
o'clock, A. M. 

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, the vote 
assigning the bill was reconsidered, and the motion to assign 
was rejected, and the bill was placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Esty of Eramingham, the resolve relat- state house, 
ing to improvements of the state house was taken from the 
table and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
An order offered by Mr. Batchelder of Salem, granting use of the 

i • hall 
the use of the hall of the House to the American Dental 
Association for four days, commencing Ju ly 31st, was 
referred to the committee on the State House, and sent up 
for concurrence. 



Miiitia law. order offered by Mr. Hall of Holden, instructing the 
committee on Military Affairs to consider the expediency of 
causing 1,000 copies of the militia law to be printed under 
the direction of the Adjutant-General, for distribution to 
commissioned officers, was laid over until to-morrow. 

Bills passed. Engrossed bills : 
Concerning the Amherst Branch Railroad Company ; 
For the better drainage of lands in the city of Boston, 

and for the preservation of the public health in said city ; 
To incorporate the Stony Brook Water Power Company ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
To incorporate the Stiles Reservoir Company ; 
To repeal the 5th section of chapter 250 of the acts of 

the year 1864, concerning exceptions in criminal cases; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-

tatives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolves : 
In favor of the children of Charles E. Tillson ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
In relation to the public printing ; 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives;) 
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 
Mr. Aldrich of Worcester moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the bill concerning the board of agriculture 
and the state cabinet was passed to be engrossed, and the 
motion was laid upon the table. 

A message was received from the Senate requesting the 
return of the bill to incorporate the Brookline and Back 
Bay Street Railway Company. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston, the vote by which 
the House concurred in the Senate 's .amendment to the bill 
was reconsidered. 

The bill was then returned the Senate. 
The House resumed the consideration of the bill to define 

and protect the rights of tenants at wil l ; and it was passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

The subject specially assigned for 2J o'clock, viz. : the 
report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of John B. Fitz-
patrick and others, was called up. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, speeches were 
limited to ten minutes on this subject. 

A bill proposed as a substitute for the report, by Mr. 
Sherman of Lawrence, was rejected. 

No fur ther question was taken on the report. 
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Mr. Hall of Iloldeii, from the committee ou Military Bounties to 
Claims, to whom was referred the report of the Treasurer SHEK1 ' 
concerning bounties paid to commissioned officers, reported a 
resolve in relation to the re-imbursement of bounties paid 
by cities and towns to commissioned officers; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , M a y 8 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. St. John of Worcester, a 

member of the House. 
The order offered by Mr. Flail yesterday was taken up Mmtia law-

and adopted and sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Spofford of Newburyport ,— 
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to wquor com-

despatch a messenger to Laconia, New Hampshire, whose missioner' 
duty it shall be, in behalf of the House of Representatives, 
to request J . W. Bailey to give his attendance upon the 
joint special committee investigating the affairs of the state 
liquor agency. 

Mr. Baker of Beverly, from the committee on Railways j;a™r
0
0
e
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and Canals, on an order of April 0, relative to fences along r'lir°'1 * 
the lines of railroads, reported inexpedient to legislate. 
The report was considered and accepted, and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Mr. Daggett of Attleborough, from the committee on 
Roads and Bridges, to whom was recommitted the bill con- U1"p"c' 
cerning the Medford Turnpike Corporation, with instruc-
tions, reported the bill in a new draft , and it was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up. Orders of the 

Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of John B. 
Fitzpatrick and others, was accepted and sent up for concur-
rence ; a motion by Mr. McCafferty of Worcester, to 
recommit the same to the committee on Parishes and Relig-
ious Societies, with instructions to report a bill in accord-
ance with the prayer of the petitioners, being first rejected. 

Resolve authorizing the city of Boston to remove certain 
tombs and remains of the dead, was read and ordered to a 
third reading. 

Bill concerning the obstructions to the passage of fish in 
the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers, was read and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 
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Resolve in relation to the protection of property at the 
state arsenal was read, and passed to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

At ll-i- o'clock, the subject specially assigned for that time, 
viz.: the bill relating to the right to serve on juries in 
criminal causes and to the right of challenging jurors in 

• such causes, was called up, and a substitute bill offered by 
Mr. Allen of Boston was rejected, but no other vote was 
taken upon the bill. 

Adjourned. 
A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
European Mr. Baker of Beverly, 011 leave, introduced a bill to aid 
American the construction of the European and North American 
Railway. R a i l w a y . 

western Also, a bill authorizing an additional increase of the 
corporation, capital stock of the Western Railroad Corporation. 

Severally read and referred to the committee on Railways 
• ' and Canals, and sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Divorce from Notice was received from the Clerk of the Senate that 
board? House bill in relation to divorce from bed and board had 

been rejected by the Senate. 
Brooidine Bill to incorporate the Brookline and Back Bay Street 
Bay street Railway Company, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in 
Railway Co. c o n c u r r e n c e , witlx amendments, came down, and the amend-

ments were concurred in. 
wiison ir. Engrossed resolve in favor of the children of Wilson H. 
Rnsseii. Russell, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 

was passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 
Assistant On motion of Mr. Aldricli of Worcester, the bill in rela-
oenerab ' tion to an assistant Attorney-General was discharged from 

the orders of the day, and was read and amended, and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Fiats in On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the resolves author-
mver08 izing the erection of a sea-wall and the filling of certain 

flats in Charles River, to abate a nuisance, were dis-
charged from the orders of the day, and read and ordered to 
a third reading. 

j u r y bin. The House resumed the consideration of the bill relating 
to the right to serve 011 juries in criminal causes, etc., and 
the question being 011 ordering it to a third reading, and the 
yeas and nays having been ordered, the roll was called, and 
"the bill was ordered to a third reading by a vote of 100 
yeas and 82 nays. (Appendix, No. 84.) 



Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, offered the following order, 
which was laid over until to-morrow: 

Ordered, That during the remainder of the present Limit °f 
session, no member shall speak more than fifteen minutes debate' 
upon any question without the consent of the House. 

Mr. Spofford of Newburyport, offered the following order, 
which was re jected: 

Ordered, That the committee charged with the investiga- Liquor 
tion of the affairs of the liquor agency be required to °gency' 
receive the answers of Isaac Clapp and George E. Sargent 
as to anything which may have transpired in said agency 
between Alexander Porter , a managing agent of Edward 
F. Porter, and S. B. Stebbins, chairman of said committee, 
pertinent to the investigation, since the passage of the 
recent order summoning parties to testify. 

Mr. Baker of Beverly, from the committee on Railways Railroad 
and Canals, on an order of March 31, reported a bill to ^r

0
s
mmissi0n-

establish a board of railroad commissioners; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Candler of Brookline offered the following order : 
Ordered, That the committee appointed to investigate the i*<»u°r 

affairs of the liquor agency be requested to report the aseaoy 

evidence that is before them forthwith. 

Pending the consideration of this order, the House 
Adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, M a y 9 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment, Mr. Sherman of Lawrence 
in the Chair. 

The order offered by Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, yesterday, Limit of 
limiting debate, was adopted. " debate' 

The order offered yesterday by Mr. Candler of Brookline Li<iuor 

was rejected. agency' 
Mr. Brown of Taunton presented the petition of II. N. 

Crane and 51 others, against the passage of the bill relative iiiveS^ e 

to the fisheries in Taunton and Newmasket Rivers. 
Mr. Johnson of Taunton, the petition of Henry II . Robin-

son and others of Taunton and Raynham, in favor of the 
passage of the same. 

Severally laid upon the table. 
Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the Judi- Employment 

ciary, reported that Senate bill concerning the employment ° ° ' ren* 
of children in manufacturing establishments ought to pass. 
Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 



Mr. Sherman of Lawrence, from the committee on so 
much of the Governor's address as relates to the extension 
of the Cape Cod Railroad, reported a resolve in addition to 
the resolves in relation to coast defences at Provincetown ; 
which was read and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee on the Judi-
ciary, reported that Senate bill authorizing the Wrentham 
Bank to convey certain real estate ought to pass. Under a 
suspension of the rule, the bill was read and ordered to a 
third reading. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Boston Soci- Bills I 
Prevention To change the name of the Boston Society for the Pre-
peris'mU" vention of Pauperism ; 
Locks and j „ addition to an act to incorporate the proprietors of the 
canals on /-i • t> • • l 
Connecticut upper locks and canals 011 Connecticut Kiver, 111 the county 

of Hampshire, and to acts amendatory thereof ; 
paupers. In relation to state and other paupers ; 

Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 
down and were severally read, and the first was ordered to 
a second reading, and the second and third were referred to 
the committee 011 the Judiciary, 

state prison. Resolve in relation to the state prison, passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

Bill concerning billiard rooms and bowling alleys, passed 
to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with amend-
ments, came down, and the amendments were concurred in. 

Reports, reference to the next General Court, on the mes-
sage of the Governor relative to statues in the old hall of 
the House of Representatives at Washington ; and 

No legislation necessary, relative to the abstract of savings 
banks returns, and report of the bank commissioners; 

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 
severally considered and accepted in concurrence. 

Obstructions Aii order from the Senate for the appointment of a joint 
sagehoffish. committee of one senator, with such members of the House 

as it may join, to lay before the Legislature of Connecticut 
the subject of the obstructions to the passage of fish at 
Enfield Falls, and to urge legislative action to remove such 
obstructions, was non-concurred in by the House, 

orders of the The orders of the day were taken up. 
Bill authorizing the erection of a sea-wall, and the filling 

of certain flats in Charles River, ta abate a nuisance, was 
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read and ordered to be engrossed, and sent up for concur-
rence. 

Bill to amend an act concerning street railway corpora-
tions was read and rejected. 

Bill relating to evidence in criminal prosecutions was 
read, but not disposed of. 

Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the joint committee, con- Municipal 

sisting of the Judiciary committee of the two branches, on Boston* 
an order of April 25, reported a bill to establish the muni-
cipal court of the city of Boston ; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Cunningham of Gloucester, from the committee 0 1 1 Ipswich. 
Military Claims, on the petition of the selectmen of Ipswich, 
reported that the same should be referred to the next Gen-
eral Cour t ; and the report was considered and accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston the resolve author- Tombs in 
izing the city of Boston to remove certain tombs and remains Bost°D-
of the dead, was discharged from the orders of the day, and 
read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball, the bill concerning the Fitch- Fitchburg 
burg Railroad Company ; and the 

Resolves in relation to Boston Harbor and the Common- Boston har-
Wealtll's flats therein ; bor' 

Were severally discharged from the orders of the day, 
and read and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. French of Braintree, the bill to incor- Quincypoint 
porate the Quincy Point Shipping Company was discharged Shlpping Co' 
from the orders of the day, and road and passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

The House resumed the consideration of the orders of ¿r
a
s
y
of 

the day. 
The bill relating to evidence in criminal prosecutions was 

amended and ordered to a third reading. 
Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of Harrison Howe, 

was considered, the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Blaisdell of Fall River to amend the same by substi tuting 
the following b i l l :— 

An Act to prohibit the Buying of Intoxicating Liquors . 
SECT. 1. Whoever receives or buys any intoxicating 

liquor of any person or persons, knowing the same to be 
delivered or sold in violation of law, shall be punished by 
fine and imprisonment, or by fine or imprisonment, in like 



manner as the person or persons selling or delivering the 
same may be punished. 

SECT. 2 . The testimony which any person may give in 
relation to the illegal sale or illegal keeping of intoxicating 
liquors in the trial of any cause shall not be used or received 
as evidence against him in any prosecution under this act. 

SECT. 3 . This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
On motion of Mr. Brown of Taunton, the yeas aiid nays 

were ordered on the question of substituting the bill; and 
the roll having been called, the bill was rejected by a vote 
of 19 yeas to 139 nays. (Appendix, No. 35.) 

The report was then accepted and sent up concurrence. 
Bill in relation to the appointment of an insurance 

commissioner ; 
Resolve for the appointment of a commission on the hours 

of labor ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of J . W. F. 

Hobbs and others, was considered, the question being oil 
substituting a bill moved by Mr. Carruthers of Roxbury ; 
but no question was taken thereon. 

Adjourned. 

THURSDAY, May 10, I 8 6 0 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Bills passed. Engrossed bills : 

In relation to suits by and in behalf of the Commonwealth ; 
To incorporate the Brookline and Back Bay Street Rail-

way Company; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the the Senate. 
Engrossed resolves : 
In favor of the town of Hudson ; 
To provide for compensation of a commissioner in relation 

to expenditures for coast defences ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. Loring of Salem,— 

juvenile Ordered, That the commitfee on the Judiciary consider 
delinquents. t | i e e xpC C]i e i l Cy 0f reporting a bill authorizing the confine-



merit of juvenile delinquents sentenced in the United States 
courts, in the reformatory institutions of the state. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, Salaries, 

to whom was referred the bill relating to the salaries of state 
officers, reported, asking to be discharged from its fur ther 
consideration. 

Mr. Miller of Coleraine, from the same committee, state prison, 

reported that the resolve in relation to the state prison ought 
to pass. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Mr. Aldrich of "Worcester, from the committee 011 the State prison. 

Judiciary, reported the bill in relation to solitary imprison-
ment in the state prison in a new draft . Read and ordered 
to a second reading, and under a suspension of the rules 
read a second and third time, and passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill in relation to the inspection and measurement of Measurement 

i i i i i • i o • of leather. 
leather, passed to be engrossed m the Senate in concurrence 
with amendments, came down and was considered, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, the resolve in 2d Mass. 
relation to the second Massachusetts cavalry was taken CiiVah;>' 
from the table and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 

Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of J . W. F. 
Hobbs and others, was fur ther considered, and a motion by 
Mr. Carruthers of Roxbury, to amend the same by substi-
tuting a bill incorporating the Boston Horse Railroad « 
Company was rejected, and the report was accepted and sent 
up for concurrence. 

Report of the committee on Military Affairs, relative to 
certain charges made in the Adjutant-General 's report 
against the citizens of ward 9, Boston, was accepted. 

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Thompson of Boston, the 
vote accepting the report was reconsidered, and the subject 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

Resolve in regard to the obstructions to the passage of 
fish in the Connecticut River at Enfield Falls ; 

Bil ls: 
To incorporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company at 

Salem, and for other purposes ; 



To change the name of the Boston Society for the Preven-
tion of Pauper i sm; 

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
Bill authorizing the Wrentham Bank to convey certain 

real estate; 
Resolves: 
Concerning the Universal Exposition at Par is ; 
In relation to Boston Harbor and the Commonwealth's 

flats therein ; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in con-

currence. 
Bill in regard to the sentence of criminals was read and 

amended, but not disposed of. 
Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Bills passed. Engrossed bills: 

Concerning vagrants and vagabonds ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
Relative to state paupers ; 
To amend the charter of the Worcester Lyceum and 

Library Association ; 
Concerning billiard rooms and bowling alleys ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and 

sent to the Senate. 
Roiiin white Mr. Hosford of Lowell, on leave, introduced a bill to 
Arms Co. a u t h 0 r i z e the Rollin White Arms Company to change its 

n a m e ; which under a suspension of the rules was read 
three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Mr. Thompson of Boston, from the committee on Military 
Affairs, on an order of May 8, reported the following order ; 
which was adopted and sent up for concurrence : 

Militia laws. Ordered, That the Adjutant-General be, and is hereby 
authorized and directed to cause to be printed in the usual 
form, 1,500 copies of the militia laws of the Commonwealth, 
for distribution among officers and others entitled thereto. 

orderscfthe The orders of the day were taken up. 
sentence of gill jn regard to the sentence of criminals, was on motion 
criminals. Q f M o i i g e C a m b r i ( } g e r e fe r red to the committee on 

the Judiciary. 



Bills: 
To incorporate the International Telegraph Company ; 
In relation to the employment of children in manufactur-

ing establishments; 
In addition to an act to establish a state police; 
To provide for the inspection of petroleum oils and fluids, 

and to regulate the sale thereof; 
Resolves: 
In favor of John M. K inney ; 
In favor of D. H . Eames ; 
Were severally read, and the two first named amended, 

and severally ordered to a third reading. 
Bills: 
To incorporate the West End Land and Improvement 

Company; 
Concerning the protection of t r ou t ; 
Were severally read and amended, the last named by 

substituting a bill offered by Mr. Clary of Wareham, and 
severally passed to be engrossed, the first in concurrence, 
and the second sent up for concurrence, and the title of the 
bill concerning the protection of trout was amended by-
adding, " and black bass." 

Senate bill concerning street railway corporations ; and street e. 
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the House Xs°ra~ 

accepted the report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of "eTton.0' 
Hervey C. Newton ; 

W ere severally taken from the table and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, M a y 1 1 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills : 
In reflation to the social library of Taunton ; Social 

To authorize Jonathan Nickerson and others to continue Taunton? 
and maintain their wharf in Provineetown ; S ^ o n 

Se verally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 
down, and were severally read and ordered to a second read-
ing, ( the rule requiring them to go to a committee being 
suspended.) 



Bill to aid the construction of the European and North 
American Railway, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down. 

Having examined the bill, the Speaker said he thought it 
a money bill, within the meaning of article 7, section 3, 
chapter 1 of the constitution, and that the Senate had no 
power to originate such a bill. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, the bill was laid 
upon the table. 

Report, leave to withdraw, on the petition of the Boston 
Board of Trade, relating to limited partnerships, accepted 
in the Senate, came down, and was considered and accepted 
in concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Iieywood of Concord, the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill concerning the board 
of agriculture and the state cabinet was passed to be 
engrossed, was taken from the table and considered, and the 
motion to reconsider was rejected, and the bill was sent to 
the Senate. 

Orders of the Tlie orders of the day were taken up. 

Bill to incorporate the Moonakis Fishing Company ; 
Resolves: 
In relation to the re-imbursement of moneys paid by cities 

and towns to commissioned officers; 
In relation to the state prison ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
Bill concerning the alewive fishery in Taunton Great 

River and Newmasket River was on motion of Mr. Blaisdell 
of Fall River indefinitely postponed. 

Report of the committee on Military Claims, relative to 
the charges made by the Adjutant-General against the citi-
zens of ward 9 of "Boston, was accepted and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Senate bill in relation to the employment of children in 
manufactur ing establishments was read and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Sherman of Lawrence, the 
vote by which it was passed was reconsidered, and the bill 
was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Bill concerning the employment of children jn manufac-
turing establishments was on motion of Mr. Bates of Iling-
ham indefinitely postponed. 

Bill concerning street railway corporations; 
Resolve in relation to the obstructions to the passage of 

fish in the Connecticut River at Enfield Fa l l s ; 

European 
and North 
American 
Railway. 



Wore severally read and amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

Bills : 
Concerning the Fitchburg Railroad Company ; 
To incorporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company in" 

Salem, and for other purposes; 
To change the name of the Boston Society for the Pre-

vention of Pauper ism; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in con-

currence. 
Bill relating to the interest of money was read, but no 

vote was taken thereon. 
Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Mr. Adams of Quincv, from the committee on the Judi - common-

• ** wealth 
ciary, on an order of April 9, reported a bill for the protec- lauds, 
tion of rights of grantees of the Commonwealth lands upon 
the back bay; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Engrossed bills : Bins passed. 
In relation to the inspection and measurement of leather ; 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives;) 
Concerning the obstructions to the passage of fish in the 

Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolve to authorize the city of Boston to 

remove certain tombs and remains of the dead, (which orig-
inated in the Senate,) was passed and signed and sent to the 
Senate. 

The House resumed the consideration of the orders of orders of the 
the day. 

The question being upon ordering to a third reading the 
bill relating to the interest of money, on motion of Mr. 
Hebard of North Brookfield the yeas and nays were ordered ; 
and the roll being called, the bill was ordered to a third 
reading by a vote of 89 yeas and 78 nays. (Appendix, 
No. 36.) 

Resolves relating to improvements of the state house were 
read and amended, but not disposed of. 

Adjourned. 



SATURDAY, M a y 1 2 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 

Legislative Ordered, That on and after Tuesday next, May 1 5 , each 
session of the House shall be considered a legislative day. 

Bins passed. Engrossed bills : 
To authorize the Wrentham Bank to convey certain real 

estate ; 
To change the name of the Boston Society for the Preven-

tion of Pauper i sm; 
Concerning the Fi tchburg Railroad Company ; 
(Which severally originated in the S e n a t e ; ) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills : 

commercial -po incorporate the Commercial Freight Railway Company ; 
Railway co. Concerning offences against the public health ; 

Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 
down, and were severally read and Ordered to a second 
reading. 

Bill to amend chapter 63, section 98, of the General Stat-
utes, introduced on leave in the Senate, and referred by that 
branch to the committee on Railways and Canals, came 
down, and the House non-concurred in the reference, and the 
bill was returned to the Senate. 

Report, inexpedient, on an order of April 6, relative to 
horse car travel on Sundays, accepted in the Senate, came 
down and was placed in the orders of the day for Monday. 

BirdsofMas- Mr. Bates of Hiughani asked leave to introduce resolves 
sachusetts. p r i n t i n g a u edition of the work on the Birds of Massa-

chusetts, their history and agricultural value ; but leave 
was refused. 

National ( ) a motion of Mr. Crosby of Boston, the resolutions con-
cerning the restoration of states lately in rebellion, reported 
bv the committee on Federal Relations ; 

" Also the resolutions relative to national affairs, introduced 
by Mr. Morse of Cambridge, and by Mr. Aldrich of Wor-
cester * 

Were severally taken from the table, and were severally 
indefinitely postponed, 011 motion of Mr. Pierce of Maiden. 

Homestead. O n motion of Mr. Crosby, the report, inexpedient, 011 the 
order relative to setting off and assigning estates of home-
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stead, and on an order relative to amending the statutes cower, 
relating to dower; 

And the motion to reconsider tlie vote by which the House ^juunt-
rejected the order relating to a supplementary report of the 
Adjutant-General ; 

Were severally taken from the table and placed in the 
orders of the day for Monday. 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, the report, inexpedient, on an ventilation, 
order relative to the ventilation of the hall of the House, was 
taken from the table, and was accepted and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. °^ e r s o f t h ' 
Resolves relating to improvements of the state house were 

further considered, and amended by adopting a substitute 
offered by Mr. Briggs of Amesbury ; which was ordered to 
a third reading. 

Bill to establish the municipal court of the city of Bos-
ton was read and amended and ordered to a third reading. 

Resolve in relation to the state prison was read and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Bills : 
To incorporate the International Telegraph Company ; 
In relation to an assistant Attorney-General; 
Relating to evidence in criminal prosecutions ; 
In relation to the appointment of an insurance commis-

sioner ; 
Resolve for the appointment of a commission on the hours 

,of labor ; 
Were severally read, and the first named amended, and 

severally passed to be engrossed and sent up for concur-
rence. 

Bill concerning the Medford turnpike was read, but not 
disposed of. 
• Adjourned. 

MONDAY, M a y 1 4 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Coolidge of Boston, from the committee on the Judi- Neglected 

ciary, reported the bill in a new draft concerning the care ° ' ren' 
and education of neglected children. Read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hey wood of Concord the committee on Female Med-

the Judiciary were authorized to report in print on the ical College' 
subject of the Female Medical College. 



Papers from the Senate. 
Reports of the committee, on Equalization of Bounties: 
Leave to withdraw on petitions of 
James B. Munn and others ; and 
E. Iv. Williams and others ; 
Also, inexpedient on order of January 16, relative to an 

amendment of chapter 143 of the acts of 1864; 
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 

severally considered and accepted in concurrence. 
A communication from the Treasurer, on the subject of 

errors in the re-imburscment of bounties, was referred in 
concurrence to the committee on Military Claims. 

Mr. Demond of Boston, on leave, introduced a bill to 
amend section 23 of chapter 121 of the General Statutes; 
which was read and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Engrossed resolve in relation to Boston Harbor and the 
Commonwealth flats therein, (which originated in the 
Senate,) was passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, the motion to recon-
sider the vote by which the House accepted the report 
relative to the bridge over Canton River was taken from the 
table, and the motion was rejected, 

orders of the The orders of the day were taken up. 
day. J 1 

Bill concerning the Medford Turnpike was read but not 
disposed of. 

Adjourned. 
A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
n\s°,!r3 Engrossed resolves: 

Upon the petition of Esther G. Bailey and another ; 
l u relation to the protection of property at the state 

arsenal ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Concerning the Universal Exposition at Paris ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed and signed, and sent to the Senate. 

Cases re* Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee on Prose-
u°s?Courts, cations under the Liquor Law, 011 an order of January 22, 

relative to cases removed from the state courts to United 
States courts, reported a resolve in relation to cases pending 
in the United States circuit court which have been removed 
from the state courts ; which under a suspension of the rules 
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was read three times and passed to bo engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

Afterwards, the resolve having been passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence by the Senate with an amendment , came 
down and was considered, and the amendment was con-
curred in. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy presented the petition of James License law. 

Oakes and 1,956 others of Boston, business men, outside of 
the spirit trade ; Daniel Saunders, J r . , and 203 others of 
Lawrence ; Thomas F. Bell and 167 others of ward 12, 
Boston; D.' Crowley and 66 others of Lowell ; Albert 
Mason and 148 others of Plymouth ; John Southworth and 
110 others of Fall River ; John R. Fames and 70 others of 
Charlestown and East Cambridge; D. C. Buffum and 302 
others of Lynn ; William Sutton and 300 others of Salem ; 
George W. Gill and 79 others of Worces ter ; Benjamin 
Prentiss and 105 others of F i t chburg ; severally for a 
license law. 

Severally laid upon the table. 
Mr. Jewell of Boston, presented the remonstrances of Freight 

the Boston Gas Light Company and A. A. Frazer & Co. and " l !roJ 

other firms of Boston; Edward Oakes & Co. and 10 other 
firms of Boston; 

Mr. Mason of Newton, the remonstrances of Joseph 
Nickerson & Co. and others ; Benton Caverly & Co. and 20 
others; 

Severally against the petition of H . L. Dunklee and others 
for a steam freight railroad. 

Severally laid upon the table. 
Mr. Baker of Beverly, from the committee on Railways Western 

and Canals, reported that the bill authorizing an additional rat ion.C o r p°~ 

increase of the capital stock of the Western Railroad Corpo-
ration ought to pass. 

Mr. Miller of Coleraine, from the committee on Finance, Defences at 
reported that the resolve in addition to a resolve in relation I>r0Tince'n 

to coast defences at Provincetown ought to pass. 
Severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, Troy ami 

reported in a new draft , the bill in fur ther addition to an £re™flcId 

act for the more speedy completion of the Troy and Green-
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel . Read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, in behalf of himself and Mr. 
Candler of Brookline, had leave to present a minority 
report, recommending an amendment to the bill. 

The orders of the day were taken up. Orders of the 



Bill concerning the Medford Turnpike was amended, on 
motion of Mr. Pollard of Woburn, by substituting a bill 
with the same title ; which was then amended and ordered to 
a third reading. 

Bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors was read. 
On motion of Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, it was ordered 

that the vote be taken at 12 o'clock to-morrow, unless the 
debate shall be sooner exhausted. 

On motion of Mr. Longley of Washington, the yeas and 
nays were ordered 011 the passage of the bill to a third 
reading. 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the l l t l i and 12th sections. 

On motion of Mr. Blaisdell of Fall River, the yeas and 
nays were ordered 011 this motion. Without taking any question, the House 

Adjourned. 
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TUESDAY, M a y 1 5 , 18G6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 

Papers from the Senate. 

Bill relating to public places of amusement, passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Bill in addition to an act to establish the city ot JSew-
buryport, passed to be engrossed in concurrence with amend-
ments, came down and was considered, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

Mr. Sawin of Natick, 011 leave, introduced a bill to aid 
the construction of the European and North American Rail-
way ; which was read and referred to the committee 011 
Railways and Canals 011 the part of the House. 

Mr. Lewis of Ware offered an order, that during the 
remainder of the session the morning session of the House 
shall commence at 9 o'clock, except 011 Mondays, when it 
shall commence at 11 ; but it was rejected. 

Bills : 
For the protection of rights of grantees of the Common-

wealth lands upon the Back Bay ; 
To authorize Jonathan Nickerson and others to continue 

and maintain their wharf in Provincetown ; 
In relation to the social library of Taunton ; 



Authorizing an additional increase of the capital stock of western 
the Western Railroad Corporation ; Railroai1-

Were severally discharged from the orders of the day, 
and were read and ordered to a third reading. 

Bill concerning the Medford Turnpike Corporation was Medfom 
discharged from the orders of the day, and was read and turnpike-
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

Bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors was License law. 
amended. 

The motion to strike out sections 11 and 12 was with-
drawn, but was afterwards renewed by Mr. Brown of Taun-
ton and rejected. 

The question being upon ordering the bill to be engrossed, 
the roll was called ; and there were 49 yeas and 146 nays ; 
and the bill was' rejected. (Appendix, No. 37.) 

Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Hall of Holden offered an order for printing the bill License law. 

to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors, as amended, for 
the use of the House ; but it was rejected. 

Pap'ers from the Senate. 
Bill concerning street railway corporations came from the streetraii-

Senate, that branch having concurred with the amendment S n 7 ' 
of the House thereto, with an amendment. On motion of 
Mr. Kimball of Boston the House concurred with the Senate 
amendment with an amendment . Sent up for concurrence. 

Mr: Heywood of Concord, from the committee on the Paupers. 
Judiciary, reported that Senate bill in relation to state and 
other paupers ought to pass, with amendments. Placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Thompson of Boston, from the committee on Military uniforms. 
Affairs, on an order of March 14, relative to the loan of 
uniforms, reported that of the 600 overcoats and 600 forage 
caps loaned to the 7th regiment, all but six of the coats and 
twenty-one of the caps were returned in good ortler, and for 
these there has been rendered satisfaction. 

Also, on the 'Adju tan t -Genera l ' s report, that no fur ther 
legislation is necessary. 

Also, that the resolve to authorize the temporary loan of Uniforms, 
certain military overcoats and caps, referred April 6, ought 
not to pass, the passage of the militia law rendering it 
unnecessary. 



These reports were severally considered, and the two first 
accepted and sent up for concurrence ; and the resolve was 
rejected. 

Bins passed. Engrossed bills : 
To incorporate the West End Land and Improvement 

Company ; • 
To incorporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company in 

Salem, and for other purposes ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolves : 
In relation to the state prison ; 
In regard to the obstructions to the passage of fish in the 

Connecticut River at Enfield Falls ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
In relation to cases pending in the United States circuit 

court which have been removed from the state cour ts ; 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives;) 
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate, 

orders of the The orders of the day were taken up. 
Bill to establish a board of railroad commissioners was 

read and amended, and rejected. 
Afterwards, Mr. Pierce of Maiden moved a reconsider-

ation of the vote by which the bill was rejected, and the 
motion was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Report, inexpedient, on an order relative to the running 
of horse cars 011 Sunday was accepted in concurrence. 

Bill concerning offences against the public health was 
read and ordered to a third reading. 

Bills : 
For the protection of the rights of grantees of the Com-

monwealth lands upon the back bay ; 
Authorizing an additional increase of the capital stock of 

the Western Railroad Corporation ; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and sent 

up for concurrence. 
Bills : 
To authorize Jonathan Nickerson and others to continue 

and maintain their wharf in Provincetown ; 
In relation to the social library of T a u n t o n ; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in con-

currence. 
Bill in relation to the right to serve 011 jur ies in criminal 

causes, and to the right of challenging jurors in such causes, 



was read, and the question being on passing it to be 
engrossed, 011 motion of Mr. Pierce of Maiden the yeas and 
nays were ordered ; and the roll being called the yeas were 
100 and the nays 84 ; and the bill was passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. (Appendix, No. 38.) 

Mr. Pierce of Maiden afterwards moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and it was ordered, 011 motion of Mr. Pot ter of 
West Cambridge, that the vote on this question be taken at 
11} o'clock to-morrow. 

Bill relating to the salaries of state officers was read. 
On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston it was ordered that 

the bill be considered by sections. 
Pend ing the consideration of amendments the bill was 

postponed until to-morrow. 
Resolve in relation to the second Massachusetts cavalry 

was read, but no vote was taken thereon. 
Mr. Leach of Berkley, from the committee on Leave of Leave of ab-

Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sun- s e n c e ' 
dry members named, for certain days specified ; and the 
report was considered and accepted. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee on the Jud i - co -operative 
ciary, reported in a new draft the bill in relation to the for-associations-
mation of workingmen's co-operative associations. Read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , M a y 1 6 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
On motion of Mr. Pierce . of Dorchester the resolve in western 

relation to the Western Railroad was taken from the table Railroad' 
and placed in the orders of the day for this afternoon. 

Engrossed bill in addition to an act to establish the bui passed, 
city of Newburyport, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) was passed to be enacted and signed, and 
sent to the Senate. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston presented the remonstrances of H . Freight «11-
P. Maun & Co., and others; A. & A. Jacobs and others ; road' 
Nevins and o thers ; D. W. Holmes and others ; severally 
against granting the petition of H. L. Dunklee and others. 
Severally laid upon the table. 

O11 motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That Mouse document No. 185, of the year Printing. 

1860, be printed for the use of the House. 



Newbury- Mr. Goodwin of Newburyport, on leave, introduced a bill 
,'oirtP°llce to abolish the police court in the city of Newburyport ; 

which was read and referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

n.e.Female Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee 011 the Judi-
Cul" ciary, to whom was referred the report of the committee 011 

Education, 011 the petition of E. C. Rolfe and others, 
reported a resolve in relation to the New England Female 
Medical College. 

juvenile Also, on an order of May 10, a bill in relation to juvenile 
convicts in the United States courts. 

Severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Newton and Resolve in favor of the Newton and Watertown Gas Light 
Gaslight"1 Company, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 

and was read and referred to the committee on Finance. 
Poi'ntcsiiip Bill to incorporate the Quincy Point Shipping Company, 
ping co. passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with 

amendments, came down, and was considered, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

H a u p t a n d An order from the Senate that " a joint special committee 
Cartwright. , . . . . 1 . . . . 

be appointed to sit during the recess to examine the claims 
of Herman Haupt and Henry Cartwright and others, and 
all facts and transactions connected therewith, and report 
upon the same to the next Legislature," was placcd in the 
orders of the day for this afternoon. 

Street rail- Mr. Pierce of Dorchester moved a reconsideration of the 
tiois!"110™" vote by which the House concurred with the Senate in an 

amendment to the bill concerning street railway corpora-
tions ; but the motion to reconsider was rejected. 

Orders of the r f j i e orders of the day were taken up. day. J 1 

Bill relating to public places of amusement was read and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Bill concerning the care and education of neglected chil-
dren was read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the House 
passed to be engrossed the bill relating to the r ight to serve 
011 juries, &c., being under consideration, 011 motion of Mr. 
Longley of Washington the yeas and nays were ordered ; 
and the roll being called, the motion was rejected by a vote 
of 9(5 yeas and 103 nays. (Appendix, No. 39.) 

Resolve in relation to the second Massachusetts cavalry 
was fur ther considered, but not disposed of. 

Adjourned. 



A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 

Papers from the Senate. 

Bill in addition to an ac t relating to the compensation of county com-
. • i . missioners. 

county commissioners, and concerning county hnances, 
came from the Senate, that branch having concurred in the 
amendment"inserting a section relating to county commis-
sioners acting as counsel, <fcc., and non-concurred in the 
amendment, or that part of it, striking out the first section, 
authorizing members of the board to act as surveyors, &c. 
On motion of Mr. Heywood of Concord the House insisted 
upon its amendments, striking out section first. 

Mr. Shaw of Boston, on leave, introduced a bill to incor- National 
porate the National Cotton Gin Company; which was read co"™ " n 

and referred to the committee on Manufactures, and sent up 
concurrence. 

Mr. Davis of Edgartown, on leave, introduced a bill to Martha's 
regulate the transportation of passengers, 'freight and bag- camp-1""'1 

gage to and from the Martha's Vineyard camp ground ; which 8round-
was read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Stone of New Bedford,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider s. II. Ran-

the expediency of reporting a resolve directing the Attor- da"' 
ney-General to appear and defend officially the action at law-
brought by one Samuel H. Randall against Lincoln F. Brig-
ham, associate justice of the superior court of this Com-
monwealth in the circuit court of the United States for the 
first circuit. 

Mr. Bowerman of Pittsfield offered an order that on and Three ses-

after Thursday, May 17, there shall be three sessions of the s i0nsaaa-• 
House daily, the third to commence at seven o'clock, F . 51. 
and closing at nine o'clock, P. M. Laid over until to-morrow. 

Engrossed bills : ems pas.-ed 
To authorize the erection of a sea-wall, and the filling of 

certain flats in Charles River, to abate a nuisance; 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives ;) 
To authorize Jonathan Nickerson and others to continue 

and maintain their wharf in Provincetown ; 
(Which originated in the Sena te ; ) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed, and sent 

to the Senate. 
Mr. Potter of West Cambridge, from the committee on Printing. 

Printing, on an order of April 26, relative to the printing 
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of the annual report of the Attorney-General, reported 
inexpedient to legislate, a resolve having been passed for a 
commission to consider the whole subject of the public 
printing. The report was considered and accepted. 

Mr. Jones of Pelham, from the committee on Salaries, to 
whom was recommitted the bill in relation to taxing insur-
ance companies for valuation of policies, reported a bill in 
relation to the compensation of the insurance commissioner 
and his clerk. 

Also, an order relative to money paid by life insurance 
companies for valuation of policies. 

The bill was read and ordered to a second reading, and 
the order was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Sawin of Natick, from the committee 011 Railways 
and Canals, reported that the bill to aid the construction of 
the European and North American Railway ought to pass. 
Read and referred to the committee 011 Finance. 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester presented a paper, containing 
the views of the minority of the House 011 the question of 
sustaining the decision of the Chair relative to the right of 
Mr. Brown of Lynn to vote upon the passage of the bill to 
equalize the bounties of our soldiers, and gave notice that 
if it should be received by the House, he should move that 
it be printed in the same document with the decision of the 
Speaker on that subject. 

The question being upon the reception of the paper, 
On motion of Mr. Carter of Bradford the yeas and nays 

were ordered, 
And the roll being called, there were 84 yeas and 102 

nays ; so the paper was not received. (Appendix, No. 40.) 
On motion of Mr. Davis of Edgartown, the bill to incor-

porate the Moonakis Fishing Company was discharged from 
the orders of the day, and having been read, was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the bill concerning 
offences against the public health was discharged from the 
orders of the day, and was read and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The House resumed the consideration of the orders of the 
day. 

Resolve in relation to the second Massachusetts cavalry 
was fur ther considered and amended by substituting a 
resolve offered by Mr. Carter of Cambridge, (amended,) 
and ordered to a third reading, and under a suspension of 
the rules read again and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

Adjourned. 



T H U R S D A Y , M a y 1 7 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Kimball of Lynn presented the memorial of the j ^ ^ u ^ ' f ' 

President of the Female Medical College in relation to the 
affairs of that institution ; which on motion of Mr. Blaisdell 
of Fall River was indefinitely postponed. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Resolve concerning soldiers, sailors and marines from Bounties. 

Massachusetts in the war of the rebellion, introduced on 
leave in the Senate and referred to the committee on 
Disabled Soldiers, <fcc., came down, and on motion of Mr. 
Kimball of Boston was laid upon the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Report of the committee on Public Charitable Institu- rubiic dhar-
tions, on the condition of these institutions, accepted in the iuuins'"8"" 
Senate, came down, and was considered and accepted in 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on insurance inquire and Receivers of 

report whether by neglect or connivance of the insurance companies, 
commissioners any receivers of mutual fire insurance com-
panies are unjustly and illegally withholding from the credi-
tors of the same, money assessed and collected to satisfy 
their claims; and that the committee have power to send 
for persons and papers. Sent up for concurrence. 

The order offered by Mr. Bowerman yesterday WQS Three ses-
rejected. s ionsaday. 

On motion of Mr. Sherman of Lawrence,— 
Ordered, That the House meet at 9J, A. M., hereafter, Hour OF 

except on Mondays. " meeting. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the House Railroad 

rejected the bill to establish a board of railroad commis- commiss'rs-
sioners was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. 

Adjourned. * 
A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
A message was received from the Senate proposing a joint Directors of 

convention on Tuesday, May 22, at 3 o'clock, P . M., for the Rauioaif™ 
purpose of choosing two directors of the Western Railroad 
Corporation on the part of the Commonwealth. 



County com- Notice was received from the Senate that that branch had 
mis&ioners. r e j e c t e ( j j j o u s e bills concerning petitions and counsel before 
Bounties. county commissioners, and to equalize the bounties of our 

soldiers. 
New Bedford Mr. Chisliolm of New Bedford, 011 leave, introduced a bill 
Telegraph" to incorporate the New Bedford and Boston Telegraph Com-

pany. Read and referred to the committee 011 Mercantile 
Affairs, and sent up for concurrence. 

Liquor com- Also, on leave, a bill to repeal section 10 of chapter 86 of 
miŝ oner. ^ General Statutes, in relation to the purchase of the stock 

of liquors held, by the liquor commissioner ; which was read 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 

urns passed. Engrossed bil ls: 
For the protection of trout and black bass; 
To incorporate the Quincy Point Shipping Company ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
In relation to the social library of Taunton ; 
(Which originated in the S e n a t e ; ) 
Were severally passed te be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Female Med- On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, the vote by which 
icai college. ^ memorial of the president of the Female Medical College 

was indefinitely postponed, was reconsidered, and the same 
was referred to the committee 011 Printing, with instructions 
to consider the expediency of printing it. 

Afterwards, Mr. Potter of West Cambridge, from the 
committee on Print ing, reported that it is inexpedient to 
print i t ; and the report was accepted, and the memorial was 
indefinitely postponed. 

Ordersofthe The orders of the dav were taken up. 
day, " 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the report 
leave to withdraw 011 petition of Hervey C. Newton was 
accepted, was agreed to. 

Mr. Sherman of Lawrence then moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolve offered by him as a substitute was 
rejected ; but the House refused to reconsidcr. 

On motion of Mr. Pra t t of Weymouth, the subject was 
indefinitely postponed. * 

state police. Bill in addition to an act to establish a state police was 
read and amended, and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

Bill in relation to the employment of children in manu-
facturing establishments was read and amended, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Resolve in favor of John M. Kinney was read and passed 
to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 



Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, ou leave, introduced a resolve 
authorizing the Attorney-General to appear in the supreme 
court of the United States in certain cases. Under a sus-
pension of the rule requiring it to be referred, the resolve 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , M a y 1 8 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
On motion of Mr. Winchester of Springfield, a call of the g^s°e

f the 

House was ordered. 
On motion of Mr. Moore of Tolland, it was ordered that 

the doors of the House be closed. 
The roll being called, ninety-one members answered to 

their names. (See Appendix, No. 41.) 
The doors were then opened, and a sufficient number of 

members came in to make up a quorum. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill relating to the trustees of the Haverhill Congrega- J{?T.e'h".1, • -r-1 -i 1 i - i o Ministerial 

tional Ministerial 1 und, passed to be engrossed m the senate , Fund, 
came down, and was read and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Resolve in relation to improvements at the state house, s ta te house, 

passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, with 
an amendment, came down and was considered, and the 
amendnient was concurred in. 

Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of the Cambridge Cambridge TT 1 . ' , 0 . , , . ° Ilorticultu-

l lorticultural Society was accepted in concurrence. rai society. 

The report of the Allotment commissioners was taken 
from the table and referred to the committee on Soldiers 
and Sailors and the Families of the Slain, and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. !Lryer30fth' 
Bills : 
In relation to state and other paupers ; 
In relation to juvenile convicts in the United States courts ; 
Were severally read, and the first named amended, and 

severally ordered to a third reading. 
Bill relating to public places of amusement.was read and 

passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
Bill in relation to the salaries of state officers was consid-

ered and amended, but not disposed of. 



Petitions to 
the General 
Court. 

Evening ses-
sions. 

Haverhill 
Ministerial 
Fund. 

Newton and 
Watertown 
Gas Light 
Co. 

Whipple 
File Manu-
facturing Co. 

Oliv. Nowell. 
Hoosac tun-
nel. 

Hoosac tun-
nel. 

Mr. Ilosford of Lowell, from the committee oil Manufac-
tures, reported the bill to incorporate the National Cotton 
Gin Company in a new d r a f t ; and it was read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Kimball of Boston, 011 leave, introduced a bill to 

repeal an act relating to petitions to the General Court, 
passed in the year 1865 ; which was read and referred to the 
committee 011 Print ing. 

Mr. Pierce of Maiden offered an order that 011 and after 
Monday, May 21, the House shall hold an evening session, 
commencing at 7 o'clock. Laid over unti l to-morrow. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee on the Judi-
ciary, reported that Senate bill relating to the trustees of 
the Haverhill Congregational Ministerial Fund ought to 
pass. Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Willis of Fi tchburg, from the committee 011 Finance, 
reported that the resolve in favor of the Newton and Water-
town Gas Light Company ought to pass. 

Under a suspension of the rules, the resolve was read a 
second and third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill to increase the capital stock of the Whipple File 

Manufacturing Company and for other purposes, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Reports, leave to withdraw, on the several petitions of 
Oliver Nowell ; and 
C. G. Loring and others, and A. Huntington and others; 
Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were 

severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Reports of the committee 011 the Troy and Greenfield 

Railroad and Hoosac T u n n e l ; 
No legislation required on the communication from the 

Tunnel commissioners to the governor relating to the shaft 
at the west end of the T u n n e l ; 

Also, asking to be discharged from the fur ther considera-
tion of the order of March 31, relative to a railway over the 
Hoosac Mountain ; 

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down and were 
severally considered and accepted in concurrence. 



On motion of Mr. Blaisdell of Fall River, the House Director^ 
voted to concur with the Senate in the proposition for a Railroad, 
joint convention on Tuesday next, at 3 o'clock, for the pur-
pose of electing two directors of the Western Railroad Cor-
poration, on the part of the state ; and the Clerk was charged 
with a message to the Senate to that effect. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, the resolve in Western 
relation to the Western Railroad was discharged from the 
orders of the day, and was read and amended, and ordered to 
a third reading, and under a suspension of the rules was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the resolve in addi-
tion to a resolve in relation to coast defences at Province- Province-
town was discharged from the orders of the day, and having town' 
been read was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Sawin of Natick, the bill concerning Boston and Worcester 
the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporation, Boston, K. i t . corpo-

Hartford and Erie Railroad Company, East Boston Fre ight r a t i o n ' & c ' 
Railroad Company and other corporations, was discharged 
from the orders of the day, and was read and amended by 
substituting a bill offered by Mr. Morse of Cambridge, 
(amended,) and ordered to a third reading, and under a 
suspension of the rules read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 
Bills : 
In relation to state and other paupers, (with an amended 

title, to wit: " Bill in relation to paupers ; " ) 
In relation to juvenile convicts in the United States 

courts ; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, the 

former in concurrence, and the latter sent up for concur-
rence. 

Bill relating to the salaries of state officers was read and 
amended, and pending the consideration of a substitute, was 
laid upon the table. 

Adjourned. 

SATURDAY, M a y 1 9 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
A message was received from the Governor in relation to ^»¡JJJ1 

the Antietam National Cemetery; which was read and Cemetery, 

referred to the committee on Finance. 



(Jommunica 
tion from 
ex-Gov. 

Hour of 
meeting. 

Walpole Res-
ervoir Co. 

Corporation 
tax )mv. 

The following communication from ex-Governor Andrew 
was laid before the House by the Speaker : 

BOSTON, May 18 , 1866. 
To the Hon. Joseph A. Pond, President of the Senate, and the Hon. 

James M. Stone, Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Gentlemen,—I have had the honor this day to receive, at 

the hands of the Clerk of the House of Representatives, an 
engrossed copy of an address adopted by both branches of 
the General Court, in reply to the communication submitted 
by me to the Legislature at the close of the late administra-
tion. And I ask leave to declare to the Senate and the 
House of Representatives my grateful sense of their indul-
gent and generous appreciation of my humble efforts'in the 
public service. 

The parchment which bears the record of their approba-
tion will be transmitted to my children as the richest treasure 
of their visible inheritance. 

Cordially reciprocating all the kind wishes contained in 
the address, I pray you, gentlemen, in such manner as you 
may deem most appropriate, to convey to the houses over 
which you preside the sentiments I have endeavored to 
express by this note ; and to accept the assurances of respect 
and faithful regard with which I am your obliged and most 
obedient servant, JOHN A. ANDREW. 

On motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy,— 
Ordered, That the communication be entered upon the 

journal . 
The order offered yesterday by Mr. Pierce of Maiden was 

taken up, and amended by substituting the following, which 
was agreed to : 

Ordered, That on and after Monday next the morning 
session of the House shall close at one o'clock, and the after-
noon session at six o'clock, excepting on Saturday ; and 
next week shall be considered the last week of the session ; 
and no member shall receive pay for attendance any day 
after next week. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, on leave, introduced a bill in addi-
tion to an act to incorporate the Walpole Reservoir Com-
pany ; which was read, and under a suspension of the rule 
requiring it to be referred, was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the joint committee consisting 
of the Judiciary committees of the two branches, to whom 
was referred an order relative to the Hospital Life Insurance 
Company, the petition of the People's Fire Insurance Com 
puny, and an order relative to the Mercantile Banking and 



Savings Institution, reported a bill to amend the laws relat-
ing to the taxation of certain corporations. Read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Esty of Framingham, from the committee on the use of the 
State House, on an order of May 7, relative to the use of hal1' 
the hall of the House for the American Dental Association, 
reported an order ; -which was placed in the orders of the 
day for Monday. 

Mr. Bent of Gardner, from the same committee, to whom s tate house, 

was referred certain documents from the Boston Board of 
Health relating to the sanitary condition of the state house, 
reported the following order ; which was adopted and sent 
up for concurrence: 

Ordered, That the commissioners on the state "house be 
and they are hereby authorized to cause to be removed the 
old vaults and water-closets in the west wing, and the urinals 
on the colonnade. 

Mr. Raymond of Beverly, from the committee on the 
State House on the part of the House, reported, asking to 
be discharged from the consideration of an order of April 
13, on the same subject. The report was considered and 
accepted. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Resolve in favor of the Bristol County Central Agricul- ^MCO. 

tural Society, introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, Agricultural 
and was referred in concurrence to the committee on Agri- Socicty-
culture. 

Bill concerning the second Massachusetts cavalry, intro- M Mass-
duced on leave in the Senate, came down, and was referred c a v a r j ' 
in concurrence to the committee on Soldiers and Sailors and 
Families of the Slain. 

On motion of Mr. Carter of Bradford the resolve concern- Bounties, 

ing soldiers, sailors and marines from Massachusetts in the 
war of the rebellion was taken from the table and referred 
in concurrence to the committee on Soldiers and Sailors and 
Families of the Slain. 

The orders of the day were taken up. Ordersofthe 
Bills: 
To incorporate the National Cotton Gin Company ; 
To increase the capital stock of the Whipple File Manu-

facturing Company," and for other purposes ; 
Resolve authorizing the Attorney-General to appear in the 

supreme court of the United States in certain cases ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 



t 

Reports, leave to withdraw, on the several petitions of 
Oliver Nowell ; and 
C. G. Loring and others, and A. Huntington and others ; 
Were severally accepted in concurrence. 
Bill relating to the trustees of the Haverhill Congrega-

tional Ministerial Fund was read and ordered to a third 
reading. 

Bill to provide for the inspection of petroleum oils and 
fluids, and to regulate the sale thereof, was read and 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Bill to establish the municipal court in the city of Boston ; 
Resolves: 
In relation to re-imbursement of bounties paid by cities 

and towns to commissioned officers ; 
In favor of D. H. Eames ; 
Were severally read, and the two first named amended, 

and severally passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The House refused to reconsider the vote by which the 
order for printing the supplementary report of the Adju-
tant-General was rejected. 

Report inexpedient, 011 an order relative to estates of 
homestead, and 011 an order relative to dower was accepted, 
a motion by Mr. Daggett of Attleborough to amend by 
substituting a bill being first rejected. 

Militia. A communication from the Governor in relation to the 
organization of the militia came from the Senate, and was 
referred in concurrence to the committee 011 Military 
Affairs. 

Adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , M a y 2 1 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Antietam Mr. Candler of Brookline, from the committee on Finance, 
Ctmeter}. ^ w ] 1 0 m w a s referred the message of the Governor in rela-

tion to the National Antietam Cemetery, reported a resolve 
on that subject; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

roiice court M r . Boynton of Haverhill asked leave to introduce a bill 
lTer ' to abolish the police court in the town of Haverhi l l ; but 

leave was not granted. 
Female Med- M l ' . Pierce of Dorchester presented the memorial of John 
leal College, B a t c h e l d e r a n c i others, in relation to the Female Medical 

College ; which was laid upon the table. 



Engrossed bills : Bins passed. 
In relation to solitary imprisonment in the state prison ; 
To incorporate the International Telegraph Company ; 
In relation to the appointment of an insurance commis-

sioner ; 
To authorize the Rollin White Arms Company to change 

its n a m e ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Concerning offences against the public health ; . 
In relation to public places of amusement ; 
(Which severally originated in the Sena te ; ) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolve in relation to the second Mass. cavalry, 

(which originated in the House of Representatives,) was 
passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill to incorporate the Plymouth Steam-boat Company, ri^outh 

introduced on leave in the Senate, came down and was co. 
referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Bills: 
Relating to horse rai lroads; JJ™» rai>-
To amend chapter 63, section 93 of the General Statutes, Railroad 

, . . , - , i . crossings. 
m relation to railroad crossings ; 

Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down 
and were severally read and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Bills : 
Concerning the Medford Turnpike Corporation ; ¡Bedford 
Concerning the board of agriculture and the state cabinet; Corporation. 

Passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence, each ^Siture. 
with an amendment , came down, and were severally consid-
ered, and the amendments were concurred in. 

Bill concerning street railway corporations came from the street mil-

Senate, that branch lihving non-concurred with the House in X,'!<>rpora" 
adopting an amendment to the Senate's amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston, the House voted to 
insist and to ask for a committee of conference on the subject-
matter of difference ; and Messrs. Demond of Boston, Carter 
of Cambridge and Carrutliers of Roxbury were appointed 
on the part of the House. Sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Demond of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the report inexpedient on the order relative 1 1 



to homestead and dower was yesterday accepted. The 
motion was laid upon the table. 

D.H. EAMES. ] \ I R - Wakefield of Dedham moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolve in favor of D. H. Eames was 

' yesterday passed to be engrossed. The motion was laid 
upon the table. 

Boston On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, the bill concerning 
Hartford and . . . TT R- L I T-* • TI • 1 I N 1 
Erie it. ii. the Boston^ i lar t lord and Erie Railroad (Jompany was taken 

from the table and placed in the orders of the day for this 
afternoon.. 

Orders of the T h e o r d e r g q [ t | 1 0 d a y w e r e t a k e n u p _ 

Bill in addition to an act to incorporate the. Walpole 
Reservoir Company was read and ordered to a third 
reading. 

Bill to incorporate the National Cotton Gin Company; 
Resolve authorizing the Attorney-General to appear in the 

supreme court of the United States in certain cases; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent 

up for concurrence. 
Bill in relation to the interest of money was read, but no 

vote was taken thereon. 
Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Resolves Engrossed resolves: 
passed. 

In favor of the Newton and Watertown Gas Light 
Company ; 

(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
In relation to improvements at the state house ; 
(Which originated in the House of Representatives ; ) ' 
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 
Mr. Hitchcock of Asliby offered the following order, which 

was laid over unti l to-morrow : — 
Enlisted Ordered, That the Adjutant-General be requested to fur-

nish, as soon as practicable, to each city and town in the 
Commonwealth the number and names of men enlisted 011 
the quota of such city or town, and mustered into the service 
of the United States in the army or navy during the late 
war. 

state house. Mr. Esty of Framiiigham, from the committee 011 the 
State House, authorized by the General Statutes, chapter 5, 
section 9, to make an annual examination of the property of 
the state connected with the state house, reported a resolve 
in relation to repairs of the state house; which under a sus-



pension of the rules was read three times and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Potter of West Cambridge, from the committee 011 petitions to 

Print ing, reported that the bill to repeal an act relating to court™1™1 

petitions to the General Court, passed in 1865, ought to 
pass. Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills: 
Relating to evidence in criminal prosecutions; Smina?" 
For the protection of rights of grantees of the Common- P"O™OS-

wealth upon the back bay ; Back bay. 
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concur-

rence, each with an amendment , came down, and were 
referred to the committee 011 the Judiciary. 

Bill concerning the sentence and discharge of poor con- Poor con-

victs, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concuirence Tlcts' 
with amendments, striking out all except the 5th and 6th 
sections, and changing the title to bill " to repeal section 8 
of chapter 180 of the General Statutes, concerning the dis-
charge of poor convicts in the county of Suffolk," came down, 
and was considered and the amendments were concurred in. 

Bill to incorporate the New Bedford and Fairhaven City New Bedford 
Railway Company, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, ha?enRa"u-
came down, and was referred to the committee 011 Horse way' 
Railways on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Morse of Cambridge, the bill relat- salaries, 
ing to salaries of state officers was taken from the table and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

O11 motion of Mr. Rice of Newton, the motion to recon- D . u . E a m e s . 

sider the vote by which the resolve in favor of D. H . Eames 
was passed to be engrossed, was taken from the table and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Manahan of Lowell moved a reconsideration of the PoIice Covrt 

vote by which the House refused to grant Mr. Boynton of 
Haverhill leave to introduce a bill to abolish the police court 
in the town of Haverhi l l ; and the motion was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 

Bill relating to the interest of money was rejected. 
Afterwards, Mr. Wakefield of Dedliam moved a reconsid-

eration of the vote, and the motion was placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow. 



Bills : 
To incorporate the Commercial Freight Railroad Company; 
In relation to the formation of Workingmen's Co-operative 

Associations; 
Concerning the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad 

Company ; 
Resolve in relation to the New England Female Medical 

College; 
Were severally read and the first-named amended, and 

severally ordered to a third reading. 
The order granting the use of the hall to the American 

Dental Association was on motion of Mr. Kimball of Lynn 
indefinitely postponed. 

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, the vote 
postponing the order was reconsidered, and the order was 
adopted and sent up for concurrence, as follows:— 

Ordered, That the American Dental Association be granted 
the use of the hall of the House of Representatives, for four 
days, commencing 011 or about the 31st of Ju ly , subject to 
such restrictions as the Sergeant-at-Arms may deem expe-
dient ; but no fur ther leave shall be granted to any party for 
the use of the hall or the Senate Chamber or any part of 
the state house during the recess of the Legislature. 

The order relative to money paid by life insurance compa-
nies for valuation of policies was on motion of Mr. Kimball 
of Boston referred to the committee 011 the Judiciary. 

Bil ls: 
To establish a board of railroad commissioners; 
In addition to an act to incorporate the Walpole Reservoir 

Company ; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed and sent 

up for concurrence. 
Bills: 
To increase the capital stock of the Whipple File Manu-

facturing Company, and for other purposes ; 
Relating to the trustees of the Haverhill Congregational 

Ministerial Fund ; 
Were severally read and the first-named amended, and 

severally passed to be engrossed in concurrence, 
insurance Mr. Loring of Salem presented a memorial of the Insur-
sioners. ance commissioners; which was referred to the committee 

on the Judiciary. 
Adjourned. 



T U E S D A Y , M a y 2 2 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Baker of Beverly, from the committee on Railways 

and Canals, on the petition of J . S. Todd and others of iu r0 '"' 
Rowley, and of other parties in aid, reported leave to 
withdraw. 

Mr. Morse of Cambridge, from the committee on Horse New Bedford 
Railways, reported that tho bill to incorporate the New haven Rail-

Bedford and Fairhaven City Railway Company ought to way' 
pass. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for this P. M. 
Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee on the Back bay. 

Judiciary, reported that the Senate's amendment to the bill 
for the protection of rights of grantees of the Commonwealth 
in the back bay, ought to be concurred in. The report was 
considered and the amendment was concurred in. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Notice was received from the Senate of the rejection by ^1°ant3 at 

that branch of the House bill to define and protect the 
rights of tenants at will. 

Bill in relation to state and other paupers came from the state and 
Senate, that branch having non-concurred in two of the pers°r pau" 
amendments proposed by the House. The bill was referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Unfin- ^"^g6"1 

ished Business report on what day of the present week the 
Legislature can be prorogued. 

Report of the committee on Military Affairs, to whom was Major-Gen-
referred the communication of the Governor concerning the 
organization of the militia, recommending that the Legislature 
shall, at the present session and as soon as may be, proceed 
to elect a major-general, came from the Senate, and was 
accepted in concurrence. 

Engrossed bill in relation to the right to serve on juries in Jury wu. 
criminal causes and to the right of challenging jurors in 
such causes, (which originated in the Senate,) came up on 
its final passage to be enacted. Upon a division the bill was 
declared to be rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Harrington of Marshfield, the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

And the roll being called, there were 91 yeas and 98 
nays. And the bill was rejected. (Appendix, No. 42.) 

Mr. Sawin of Natick moved a reconsideration of the vote. 



On motion of Mr. Aldricli of Worcester, • the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

And the roll being called, there were 95 yeas and 98 nays. 
(Appendix, No. 43.) 

So the motion to reconsider was rejected. 
Ordersofthc The orders of the day were taken up. 
day. " 1 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill relat-
ing to the interest of money was yesterday rejected being 
under consideration, on motion of Mr. Hey wood of Concord, 
the yeas and nays were ordered ; and the roll being called, 
there were 92 yeas and 106 nays. (Appendix, No. 44.) 

So the motion to reconsider was rejected. 
Resolve in relation to the Antietam National Cemetery 

was read and ordered to a third reading, and under a sus-
pension of rules read and passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

Bill concerning the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad 
Company was read and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the resolve in 
favor of D. H . Eames was passed to be engrossed was 
rejected. 

Bill in fur ther addition to an act to provide for the more 
speedy completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac Tunnel was read ; but no vote was taken thereon. 

The order offered by Mr. Hitchcock of Ashby yesterday 
was laid upon the table. 

Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met according to adjournment. 
Major-Gen- A message was received from the Senate announcing the 

election, on the part of that branch, of Hon. Benjamin F. 
Butler as major-general of the militia of the Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the House proceed to the election of major-

general, on its part, at 11 o'clock to-morrow. 

Bills passed.' Engrossed bills : 
In relation to the trustees of the Haverhill Congregational 

Ministerial F u n d ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
In addition to an act to establish a state police ; 
To repeal section 8 of chapter 180 of the General Statutes, 

concerning the discharge of poor convicts in the county of 
Suffolk; 



Concerning tlie board of agriculture and the state cabinet ; 
Concerning the Medford Turnpike Corporation ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed, and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolve in favor of John M. Kinney, (which 

originated in the House of Representatives,) was passed and 
signed, and sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Noyes of Haverhill, the motion to ^"'¿^¿VJ' 
reconsider the vote by which leave was refused to Mr. Boyn-
ton of Haverhill to introduce a bill to abolish the police 
court of that town, was discharged from the orders of the 
day, and considered, and the motion to reconsider was 
agreed to, and leave to introduce the bill was granted, and 
it was read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Remick of Charlestown the bill in rela- co-operative 
. . , , , P , • , . . . associations. 
tion to the formation of workingmen s co-operative associa-
tions was discharged from the orders of the day, and read 
and amended, and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Maiden the resolve in relation N . E . FEMALE 

to the New England Female Medical College was discharged iege.ical €ol~ 
from the orders of the day, and read and passed to be 
engrossed. Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Aldrich of Wor-
cester, the vote was reconsidered, and the resolve amended 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston the bill to repeal an Petitions to 

act relating to petitions to the General Court, passed in court™6™1 

1865, was discharged from the orders of the day and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to con-
sider the expediency of repealing the law requiring notice of 
petitions to the General Court. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston the bill in relation Insurance 

to the compensation of the insurance commissioner and his sionS'.3 

clerk was discharged from the orders of the day and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly the bill to incorporate commercial 
the Commercial Freight Railroad Company was discharged co?'shtl" 
from the orders of the day, and read and amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Morse of Cambridge the bill to incor- New Bedford 
porate the New Bedford and Fairhaven City Railway Com- havenRaii-
pany was discharged from the orders of the day and read way-
and amended, and ordered to a third reading. 



Directors of At 3 o'clock, the hour specially assigned for a joint con-
n.eit.ebem vention of the two branches for the purpose of electing two 

directors of the Western Railroad Corporation 011 the part 
of the Commonwealth, the Sejiate came in, and its Presi-
dent took the Chair ; and the two branches being in conven-
tion, Messrs. Adams and K u r d of the Senate, and Messrs. 
Post of Lenox, Cutler of Boston, Taft of Groton, Breed of 
Lynn, and Tolman of South Scituate, were appointed a com-
mittee to receive, sort and count the votes. 

Afterwards, Mr. Adams, from the committee, reported as 
follows: 

Whole number of v o t e s , . . . . . 247 
Necessary for a choice, . . . ' . . 124 

Sylvander Johnson of Adams had, . . . 130 
Moses Kimball of Boston, . . . . . 115 
Jonathan D. Wheeler of Grafton, . . . . 82 
W. II . Little of South Danvers, . . . . 04 
S. W. Bowerman of Pittsfield, . . . . 60 
Levi Stockbridge of Hadley, . . . . . . 20 
Others, 23 

Mr. Johnson was chosen, and there was 110 other election. 
The committee then proceeded to receive the votes for one 

director, and the committee reported as follows : 
Whole number of v o t e s , . . . . . 232 
Necessary for a choice, . . . . . 117 

Moses Kimball of Boston had, . . . . 124 
J . D. Wheeler of Grafton, . . . . . . 60 
W. II. Little of South Danvers, . . . . 38 
Levi Stockbridge of Hadley, . . . . . 8 
Others, 2 

And Mr. Kimball was elected. 
The convention was then dissolved, and the Senate 

returned to its chamber, 
orders of tbe The orders of the day were taken up. 

Bill in fur ther addition to an act to provide for the more 
speedy completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Iloosac Tunnel was amended in the manner proposed by the 
minority of the committee on Finance, which reported the 
bill. Ponding the consideration of an amendment offered 
by Mr. Carter of Bradford, and also a substitute bill offered 
by Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 



W E D N E S D A Y , M a y 2 3 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Thompson of Boston, on leave, introduced a bill in MiUtia-

addition to an act passed in the year 1866, entitled an act 
concerning the militia. 

Also a bill for the preservation of books in public and 0
1fre

b
s
0
e
0™tion 

private libraries. 
The first, under a suspension of the rules, was read three 

times and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur-
rence. And the second was read and referred to the com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee on the criminal , . prosecu-
Judiciary, to whom was referred Senate bill relating to tions. 

evidence in criminal prosecutions, reported that the amend-
ment of the Senate thereto ought to be concurred in. The 
report was considered and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the same committee, reported that the sentence of , 1 , . criminals. 
bill in regard to the sentence ot criminals ought to pass in 
a new draft. Read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the same committee, to whom tocksana 
was referred the bill in addition to an act to incorporate the Conn. River, 

proprietors of the Upper Locks and Canals on Connecticut 
River in the county of Hampshire and to the act amendatory 
thereof, reported that it ought to pass with an amendment . 
Placed in the orders of the day for this afternoon. 

Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, from the committee on Finance, European 
reported the bill to aid the construction of the Eu ropean American 

and North American Railway in a new draft . Read and K a i l w a y -

ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. Coolidge of Boston, from the committee 011 the Amherst 

Judiciary, on an order of May 1 relative to the election of Colk'gL'-
trustees of Amherst College, report inexpedient to legislate. 
The report was considered and accepted. 

Engrossed bill to increase the capital stock of the Whipple Bin passed. 
File Manufacturing Company and for other purposes, (which 
originated in the Senate,) was passed to be enacted and 
signed and sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Hey wood of Concord,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 Finance be instructed £a

r
y

s
ofmem" 

to report a resolve fixing the compensation of the members 
of the Legislature 011 the basis of four dollars per 'day for 
the present session, and also a resolve for the compensation 
of the chaplains, doorkeepers, messengers and pages. 

Mr. Baxter of Boston, 011 leave, introduced a resolve in 
relation to the compensation of the members of the 
Legislature. 



S °f °m" Also, a resolve in relation to the compensation of the 
chaplains, messengers and pages. 

Severally read and referred to the committee on Finance. 
«Sings. M r - Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, reported that Senate bill to amend chapter 63, 
section 93 of the General Statutes in relation to railroad 
crossings ought not to pass, 

to Newbury. Noyes of Haverhill, from the same committee, reported 
port. ' that the bill to abolish the police court in the city of New-

buryport ought not to pass. 
These bills were severally considered and rejected. 

Major-Geu- At 11 o'clock, the subject specially assigned for that hour, 
viz., the election of major-general of the militia of the Com-
monwealth was called up. Messrs. Cunningham of Glou-
cester, Manahan of Lowell, Denny of Boston, Upham of Dor-
chester, and Doten of Plymouth, were appointed a committee 
to receive, sort, and count the votes. 

Mr. Cunningham afterwards reported as follows : 
Whole number of votes, . . . . 185 
Necessary for a choice, . . . . 9 3 

Major-General Benjamin F. Butler had . . . 88 
Major-General William F. Bartlett , . . . 78 
Edward W. Hinks, 12 
William S. Clark, 4 
Others, . . . . . . . . . . 3 
And there was no choice. 

The second ballot resulted as follows: 
Whole number of votes, . . . . 202 
Necessary for a choice, . . . . 102 

Major-General Benjamin F. Butler had . . . I l l 
Major-General William F. Bartlett , . . . 87 
Others, . . . . . . . . . 4 

And Major-General Benjamin F. Butler was elected major-
general of the militia on the part of the House in concur-
rence with the Senate. 

Papers from the Senate. 
street rail- Bill concerning street railway corporations came down, 
wayeorpora n o t j c e t | i a t t | i e g e n a ( ; e ] l a ( j consented to a committee of 

conference, and had on its part appointed Messrs. Endicott, 
Wont worth and Brastow. 

c'ourtof iSo« t o e s t a l l ' ' s ' 1 t ' i e municipal court of the city of Boston 
ton! ° came down from the Senate, having been passed to be 

engrossed in concurrence with certain amendments. The bill 
was considered and the amendments at [A,] [B] and [C] 



were concurred in ,and that at [D] was non-concurred in ,and 
the bill was returned to the Senate. 

The report of the committee of the last Legislature on the J'j™™® of 

financial condition of the State, accepted in the Senate, 
came down, and was accepted in concurrence. 

Resolve on printing a report on the birds of Massachusetts BirfsofMas-

and their agricultural value, introduced on leave in the l c ' b t 

Senate, came down, and was referred in concurrence to the 
committee 011 Agriculture. 

Bill to incorporate the Plymouth Steam-boat Company, Plymouth 

passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was, C(Tm °a 

under a suspension of rules, read three times and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. 
Report, leave to withdraw, 011 petition of J . S. Todd and 

others, was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 
Bill in further addition to an act to provide for the more HoosacTua-

speedy completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Iioosac Tunnel, was considered, but no vote was taken thereon. 

Mr. Wilcox of Lee, from the committee on the Judiciary, of 

reported that the bill to amend section 23 of chapter 121 of 
the General Statutes ought not to pass. 

Placed in the orders of the day for this P. M. 
Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Wilcox of Lee, from the committee on the Judiciary, Martha's 

reported that the bill to regulate the transportation of pas- Jamp-ard 

sengers, freight and baggage to and from the Martha's sroun<J-
Vineyard camp ground ought not to pass. 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee 011 the petitions to 
Judiciary, reported that the bill to repeal an act relating to court™""1 

petitions to the General Court, passed in the year 1865, 
ought not to pass. 

These bills were severally considered and rejected. 
Mr. Loring of Salem, on leave, introduced a bill in addi- « « 

tion to an act for supplying the city of Salem with pure 
water ; which, under a suspension of the rules, was read 
three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Mr. White of North Bridgewater, from the committee 011 neeeirersof 
Insurance, 011 an order of May 7, relative to receivers of companies, 
insurance companies, reported inexpedient to legislate. 

Mr. Andrews of Essex, from the committee 011 the Fisheries, J^o. Mears. 
on the petition of John Mears, reported leave to withdraw. 
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Liquor com-
missioner. 

Valuation of 
life insur-
ance policies. 

Petroleum. 

These reports were severally considered and accepted, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee on the Judi-
ciary, reported that the bill to repeal section 10 of chapter 
80 of the General Statutes, in relation to the purchase of the 
stock of liquors held by the liquor commissioner ought not 
to pass. Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Jewell, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill relating to the compensation of the insur-
ance commissioner and his clerk ; also an order relative to the 
insurance commissioner, and a memorial of the same, reported 
a bill concerning the valuation of life insurance policies. 

Mr. Sawyer of Easthampton, from the committee on 
Manufactures, to whom was referred the bill concerning the 
manufacture, storage and sale of petroleum and other explo-
sive substances, reported it in a new draft. " 

Severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Directors of 
the Western 
Railroad. 

Massachu-
setts soldiers 

Adjutant-
General. 

Locks and 
Canals on 
Conn. River. 

New Bedford 
and Fair-
haven Rail-
way Co. 

Papers from the Senate. 
_ Ordered, In concurrence, that the Clerk of the Senate 

give notice to Sylvander Johnson of Adams, and Moses 
Kimball of Boston , that they'liave been duly elected, on the 
part of the State, directors of the Western Railroad Corpo-
ration for the term of two years ; also to the clerk of the said 
corporation of the election of the above named gentlemen. 

Bill in addition to an act concerning the militia, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence with an amend-
ment, came down and was considered, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Lewis of Ware, on leave, introduced resolves to 
authorize the publication of a list of Massachusetts soldiers 
in the late civil wa r ; which, under a suspension of the rules, 
was read twice and ordered to a third reading. 

The order offered by Mr. Hitchcock of Ashby on the 21st 
was taken from the table and rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston the bill in addition to 
an act to incorporate the proprietors of the Upper Locks and 
Canals on the Connecticut River, &c., was discharged from 
the orders of the day and considered, and having been 
amended was ordered to a third reading, and under a sus-
pension of rules was read and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston the bill to incor-
porate the New Bedford and Fairhaven Railway Company 
was discharged from the orders of the day, and read and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 



The orders of the day were taken up. Orders of th. 
The bill in further addition to an act for the more speedy 

completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
Tunnel was fur ther considered, and the amendment offered 
by Mr. Carter was ruled to be not in order, being in conflict 
wtli the 35th rule. 

The question being upon adopting the substitute bill 
offered by Mr. Whitney of Winchendon, 

On motion of Mr. Aldrich of Worcester the bill was 
amended and the substitute was agreed to. 

The question being upon ordering the bill to a third 
reading, 

On motion of Mr. Noyes of Haverhill the yeas and nays 
were ordered, 

And the roll being called, the yeas were 113 and the nays 
83. • (Appendix, No. 45.) 

And the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
The order for the appointment of a joint special committee iiauptand 

to sit during the recess and examine the claims of Herman Cartwrlsht-
Haupt and Henry Cartwright and others, and all facts and 
transactions connected therewith, and report upon the same 
to the next Legislature, was amended by adding after 
" others" the words, " and also the claims of the Common-
wealth against said Herman Haup t and Henry Cartwright, 
or either of them ; " and then on motion of Mr. Bowerman 
of Pittsfield was amended by substituting the following 
order; which was adopted and sent up for concurrence : 

Ordered, That the Governor and Council are authorized 
to appoint a committee of three persons to examine and 
allow any claims of H. Haupt & Co., which they may deem 
equitable and jus t , for labor, service, materials, machinery 
and land damages, or any payments and expenditures in the 
construction of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
Tunnel ; and the Governor and Council may provide for 
the payment of the same, in such manner as they may deem 
expedient, a sum sufficient for which purpose is hereby 
appropriated ; and the Governor and Council may order the 
release of any claims of the Commonwealth against said I I . 
Haupt & Co., connected with or growing out of the con-
struction of said railroad and tunnel , which, in their judg-
ment, justice and equity require should be released. 

Bill to amend the laws relating to the taxation of certain corporation 
corporations was read and amended, but not disposed of. 

Adjourned. 



Bills i 

Mileage. 

Leave of 
absence. 

Reimburse-
ment of 
bounties. 

Mercantile 
Banking and 
Savings In-
stitution. 

THURSDAY, M a y 2 4 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Mot according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Strong of Deerfield, a 

member of the House. 
Engrossed bills : 
In addition to an act for supplying the city of Salem witli 

pure water ; 
In relation to evidence in criminal prosecutions; 
For the protection of rights of grantees of the Common-

wealth lands upon the Back Bay ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
To incorporate the Plymouth Steam-boat Company ; 
To incorporate the Commercial Freight Railway Company; 
To provide for the inspection of petroleum oils and fluids 

and to regulate the sale thereof; 
Concerning the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolve in relation to the Western Railroad, 

(which originated in the House of Representatives,) was 
passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson of Holliston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Pay-Roil inquire 

whether any additions should be made to the schedule of 
mileage of members of the House, and if so, report an order 
therefor. 

Mr. Leach of Berkley, from the committee on Leave of 
Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sundry 
members named, for certain days specified ; and the report 
was considered and accepted. 

Mr. Hall of Holden, from the committee on Military 
Claims, to whom was referred a communication from the 
Treasurer on the subject of errors in the re-imbursement of 
bounties, reported a resolve in relation to the correction of 
errors in the re-imbursement of bounties; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Morse of Cambridge, on leave, introduced a bill in 
relation to taxation of the Mercantile Banking and Savings 
Institution ; which, under the suspension of the rule requir-
ing it to be referred, was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

* 



On motion of Mr. Loring of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Salaries of State Officers Assistant Clerks. 

consider and report what compensation shall be allowed the 
Assistant Clerks of the two branches for the present session. 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee on the Judi- state and 
i i i - i i . i i other pau-

ciary, to whom was relerred the bill in relation to state and pers. 

other paupers, with the amendments of the Senate, reported 
that the House ought to recede from its amendment to» the 
title, and insist upon its amendment at [C.] The report was 
considered, and the House took action on the bill accord-
ingly, and the bill was returned to the Senate. 

Notice was received from the Senate that House bill to 
establish a board of railroad commissioners, and House ers. 
resolve in favor of D. H . Eames, had severally been rejected D J L Eamca-
by the Senate. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 

Bill to amend the laws relating to the , taxation of certain 
corporations was fur ther amended, and on motion of Mr. 
Coolidge of Boston indefinitely postponed. 

Bill to aid the construction of the European and North 
American Railway was read and ordered to a third reading. 

Bill relating to the salaries of state officers was fur ther 
amended, and the substitute proposed by Mr. Bosworth of 
New Bedford was fur ther amended and rejected ; and the 
bill was then amended, on motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, 
by adopting a substitute proposed by h i m ; which was then 
ordered to a third reading. 

Bill concerning the valuation of life insurance policies 
was read and ordered to a third reading, and under a sus-
pension of rules read again and referred to the committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading. 

Bill to amend section 23* of chapter 121 of the General 
Statutes was, under the recommendation of the committee 
on the Judiciary, rejected. 

Bill concerning the sentence of criminals was read and 
amended, and ordered to a third reading, and under a sus-
pension of rules read again and referred to the committee on 
Bills in the Third Reading. 

The orders of the day were laid upon the table. 
Bill concerning; the valuation of life insurance policies Life ins"r: 1 iinc© policies. 

was reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Read-
ing, and pending the question of passing it to be engrossed, 
the House 

Adjourned. 



Superior 
court. 

Cape Cod 
Railroad. 

Sentence of 
criminals. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Mr. Coolidge of Boston asked leave to introduce a bill 

relating to the salaries of the justices of the superior court ; 
but leave was refused. 

A reconsideration of the vote by which leave was refused 
was made and rejected. 

Mr. Coolidge of Boston, from the committee on so much 
of ttte Governor's address as relates to the extension of the 
Cape Cod Railroad, reported a series of resolutions on that 
subject ; which were read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Bill concerning the sentence of criminals was reported by 
the committee on Bills in the Third Reading, and amended 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

Nautical 
branch 

Metropolitan 
and Middle-
sex Rail-
roads. 

New Bedford 
and Boston 
Telegraph 
Company. 

Rate of inter-

Western 
Railroad 
Corporation. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Report of the committee of conference on the subject-

matter of difference between the two branches, relative to 
the bill concerning the nautical branch of the State Reform 
School, asking to be discharged from the fur ther considera-
tion of the bill, the committee having failed to agree, 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was considered and 
accepted in concurrence. 

Reports: 
No legislation necessary, on an order of February 5, rela-

tive to the running of cars of the Metropolitan Railroad over 
the Middlesex Railroad ; and 

Reference to the next General Court of the bill to incor-
porate the New Bedford and Boston Telegraph Company; 

Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 
severally considered and accepted in concurrence. 

Bill to change temporarily the rate of interest, passed to 
be engrossed in the Senate, came down and was read once, 
and objection being made thereto by Mr. Brown of Taun-
ton, the question came up on rejecting it. 

On motion of Mr. Carruthers of Roxbury the yeas and 
nays were ordered ; and the roll being callcd, there were 
110 yeas and 95 nays. (Appendix, No. 46.) 

So the bill was rejected. 
Mr. McCafferty of Worcester moved a reconsideration of 

the vote by which the bill was re jected; but the House 
refused to reconsider. 

Bill to authorize an additional increase of the capital stock 
of the AVcstern Railroad Corporation, passed to be engrossed 



in the Senate in concurrence with amendments, came down 
and was considered, and the amendment at [A] was concurred 
in, and the amendments at [B] and [C] were non-concurred 
in, and the bill was sent up for concurrence. 

Report of the committee of conference on the subject- Boards of 
matter of difference beween the two branches on the bill ea 

relating to boards of health, to wit, that the Senate concur 
with the House amendments, accepted in the Senate, came 
down and was considered, and accepted in concurrence. 

Resolve in relation to repairs of the state house, passed to s t a t e house, 

be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence with an amend-
ment, came down, and was considered, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Bill in relation to the employment of children in maim- children in 
facturing establishments came from the Senate, that branch ing establish-

liaving concurred with the amendments of the House, except ments-
with the one at [B,] in which it had concurred with an amend-
ment. The bill was considered, and the amendment to the 
amendment was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly the bill to aid the European 
construction of the European and North American Railway American 

was discharged from the orders of the day, and was read a K,"lwa5r' . 
third time. 

On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston the order limiting 
speeches to fifteen minutes was suspended, so far as this 
bill is concerned. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston the yeas and nays were 
ordered on the question of passing the bill to be engrossed. 

The bill was, on motion of Mr. Stone of New Bedford, post-
poned and specially assigned for to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Morse of Cambridge, the bill concerning 
the manufacture, storage and sale of petroleum and its pro-
ducts was discharged from the orders of the day, and was 
read and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Morse of Cambridge, the resolves to gjttssoid̂ ers 
authorize the publication of a list of Massachusetts soldiers 1 

in the late civil war, were discharged from the orders of the 
day, and read and amended, and passed.to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Engrossed bills : BHU passed. 

In addition to an act passed in the year 1866, entitled an 
act concerning the militia ; 

To incorporate the National Cotton Gin Company ; 
Concerning the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corpora-

tion, Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad Company, East 
Boston Freight Railroad Company, and other corporations ; 



In relation to juvenile convicts in the United States 
cour t s ; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-
tives ;) 

lu relation to boards of health ; 
In relation to state and other paupe r s ; 
In addition to an act to incorporate the proprietors of the 

Upper Locks and Canals 011 Connecticut River, in the county 
of Hampshire, and to acts amendatory thereof ; 

To incorporate the New Bedford and Fairhaven Railway 
Company ; 

(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed, and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolve for the appointment of a commission on 

the hours of labor, (which originated in the House of Repre-
sentatives,) was passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Adjourned . 

F R I D A Y , M a y 2 5 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to ad journment . 
Engrossed bill in relation to the employment of chil-

dren in manufac tur ing establishments, (which originated ill 
the Senate,) was passed to be enacted and signed and sent 
to the Senate. 

Resolves Engrossed resolves : 
passed. r I ° , 

10 authorize the attorney-general to appear at the supreme 
court of the United States in certain cases; 

In relation to repairs of the state house ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Papers from the Senate. 
ERAI°R Gcn" Ordered, I11 concurrence that the Secretary of the Com-

monwealth give notice to Major-General Benjamin F. Butler 
that he has been duly elected major-general of the militia of 
the Commonwealth. 

Reports : 
jourumeut t ' i e committee on Unfinished Business 011 an order 

relative to the day of final ad journment , to wit, that the 
committee has 110 means of ascertaining beyond what is 
known to evety member ; also 

wor«"terd Leave to withdraw 011 petition of the Boston and Worces-
itaiiroad. ter Railroad for authority to extend its tracks across Fort 

Point Channe l ; 



Severally accepted in the Senate, came down, and were 
severally considered and accepted in concurrence. 

Bill concerning the care and education of neglected cliil- Neglected 
dren, engrossed in concurrence by the Senate, with an amend- c 1110U' 
ment, came down, and was considered, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Notice was received from the Senate that House resolve in ite-imburse-
relation to the re-imbursement of bounties paid by cities and bounties, 

towns to commissioned officers had been rejected by the 
Senate. 

Mr. Thompson of Boston, from the committee of confer- inspection in. 

ence on the bill to provide fof the payment of the militia for May' 180°' 
services performed at the annual inspection of May, 1865, 
reported that the House ought to recede from its non-
concurrence and concur with the Senate's amendment at 
[C.] The report was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Hall of Holden, on leave, introduced a bill in addition State aid. 

to an act to provide state aid for disabled soldiers and sail-
ors and their families, and for the families of the slain ; which, 
under a suspension of the rules, was read three times and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Mr. Sherman of Lawrence, on leave, introduced a resolve frank a. 
in favor of Frank G. Turne r and others ; which, under a sus- Turm'1, 

pension of the rules, was read three times and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Langley of Washington offered an order for an Evening ses-

evening session this evening ; which was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Morse of Cambridge, the bill in relation 

to the taxation of the Mercantile Banking and Savings «av'in™/au 

Institution was discharged from the orders of the day and instituthm-
read and ordered to a third reading, and, under a suspension 
of rules, read again and passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Maiden, the resolve in ««-imburse-
relation to the correction of errors in the re-imbursement of bounties, 

bounties was discharged from the orders of the day and read 
and ordered to a third reading, and, under a suspension of 
the rules, read and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston, the bill concerning petroleum, 
the manufacture, storage and sale of petroleum and its pro-
ducts was discharged from the orders of the day, and read 
and passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, the Clerk was sentence or 
charged with a message to the Senate to request the re turn <nm"ld:! 



to the House of the bill in regard to the sentence of 
criminals. 

Afterwards the bill was returned by message from the 
Senate ; and 011 motion of Mr. Aldrich, the vote by which 
the bill was passed to be engrossed was reconsidered and the 
bill was placed in the orders of the day for this P. M. 

Cape cod On motion of Mr. Coolidge of Boston, the resolutions in 
Railroad. relation to the extension of the Cape Cod Railroad were 

discharged from the orders of the day and were adopted 
and sent tip for concurrence. 

They are as follows : 
Resolved, That the Legislature of Massachusetts, in view 

of the importance of the harbor of Provincetown, in time of 
war as well as peace, earnestly commend to the attention of 
the Congress of the United States the necessity, as a military 
measure indispensable to its protection, of the construction 
of a railroad from Orleans to Provincetown. 

Resolved, That our senators and representatives be 
requested to use all proper endeavors to bring the subject 
before Congress, and to obtain an appropriation in aid of 
such a railroad as a measure of great national importance. 

aUd°Norui o'clock, the bill to aid the construction of the 
American European and North American Railway, specially assigned 
Railway. f01- ] 1 0 l u . ; was called up and was read, and afterwards 

postponed unti l the afternoon. 
On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston,— 

^yofmem- Ordered, Tha t the committee 011 the Pay Boll be 
instructed to make up the pay of members to and including 
Tuesday, the 29th instant. 

RoweiicU Also, that they ma lie up the pay roll of Cromwell G. 
Rowell, a member of the House from the second Suffolk 
district, for the entire session, deducting the amount already 
allowed him by resolve. 

H . i i a u p t & Mr. Bowerman of Pittsficld obtained leave to introduce a 
resolve in relation to the claims of H . Haupt & Co., and 
pending the question 011 the motion of Mr. Carter of Brad-
ford to suspend the rules so as to allow it to take its several 
readings immediately, the House 

Adjourned. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met according to adjournment, 
urn passed Engrossed bill to provide for the payment of the militia 

for services performed at the annual inspection in May in 
the year 1865, (which originated in the House of Represen-



tatives,) was passed to be enacted and signed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Bill in regard to the sentence of criminals was discharged 
from the orders of the day and amended, and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Heywood of Concord, from the committee on the p»'™ "j1"' 
* i i • i i p i c 1.1 in Haverhill. 

Judiciary, reported, asking to be discharged irom the iurtlier 
consideration of the bill to abolish the police court in the 
town of Haverhill. 

Mr. Heywood, from the same committee, also reported 
that the bill for the preservation of books in public or private 
libraries ought to pass. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
On motion of Mr. Carter of Bradford, the resolve in rela- ^ I I a i l P ' & 

tion to the claims of H . Haupt & Co. was discharged from 
the orders of the day and considered; and the motion to 
suspend the rules so as to allow the resolve to have its 
several readings at the present time was agreed to. 

The resolve was read twice, and was amended on motion 
of Mr. Demond of Boston. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston moved to amend the resolve by 
striking out the words " and the governor and council may, 
upon examination and approval, provide for the payment of 
the same in such manner as they may deem expedient, a 
sum sufficient for which purpose is hereby appropriated, and 
the governor and council may order the release of any 
claims of the Commonwealth against said Herman Haup t & 
Co. connected with or growing out of the construction of 
said railroad and tunnel , which in their judgment , justice 
and equity require should be released ; " and inserting instead 
thereof ," and of all claims of the Commonwealth against 
said firm or either of the members of the same, and report 
the result of their investigation to the governor to be by him 
presented to the next legislature." 

On motion of Mr. Kimball, the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and the roll being called the amendment was rejected by a 
vote of 55 yeas to 142 nays. (Appendix, No. 47.) 

The resolve was then ordered to a third reading. 
Mr. Demond of Boston, from the committee of conference, street ran-w&y corpora-

on the subject-matter of difference between the two branches turns, 
concerning the bill relating to street railway corporations, 
reported that the Senate ought to recede from its amendment 
to the House amendment and concur therewith. The report 
was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

The bill to aid the construction of the European and ^ " P 6 ^ 
North American Railway was fur ther considered, and it was American * Railway. 



ordered that the question therein be taken up-at o'clock 
to-morrow. 

The bill was then postponed and specially assigned for 
10 o'clock to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

SATURDAY, M a y 2 6 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Oompensa- Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, tion of the 7 , 1 

Legislature, to whom was referred an order relative to the compensation 
of members of the Legislature, and a resolve introduced on 
leave on the same subject, and a resolve concerning the pay 
of messengers, &c., reported a resolve in relation to the 
compensation of members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, the chaplains and the members of the 
executive council. 

Also, a resolve in relation to the compensation of the 
doorkeepers and messengers of the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills : 

west iiox- To confirm the election of moderator and other doings of 
!mry' the town of West Roxbury ; 
Alienpassen- Concerning alien passengers on vessels coming from 

without the United States; 
corporation ] n addition to chapter 283 of the acts of 1865 ; 
Bird a of New Resolve for printing a report on the birds of New 
England. England and their agricultural value ; 

Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came down, 
and were severally read and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary, except the last named, which was referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

Foreign cor- Bill relating to the assessment of taxes upon shares in 
Money0Mils, foreign corporations, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 

came down, and having been read, Mr. Baker of Beverly 
raised thp question whether it was not a money bill within 
the meaning of art. 7, chapter 1, section 3 of the constitu-
tion, and such a bill as the Senate could not constitutionally 
originate. 

The Speaker decided the question of order as follows: 
The bill " relating to the assessment of taxes upon shares 

of foreign corporations," having come from the Senate, in 



which body it originated, Mr. Baker of Beverly raises a ques-
tion of order, that the bill cannot be entertained because it is 
a " money bill," which constitutionally can only originate in 
the House of Representatives. 

Article VII . , section I I I . of chapter I . of the constitution 
provides that " All money bills shall originate in the House 
of Representatives." 

The Chair has previously, during the present session, 
decided in regard to several bills which originated in the 
Senate, that they were " money bills " within the meaning 
of this provision of the constitution, and that , therefore, their 
consideration by the House was not in order. These 
decisions have been acquiesced in as the judgment of the 
House. 

Rule two of the House provides that the Speaker " shall 
decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the 
House regularly seconded." Whether the bill is before the 
House in accordance with the constitution is eminently a 
question of order which ought to be decided promptly before 
the valuable time of the House shall be wasted in a discus- • 
sion which will be useless if the constitutional objection to 
its origination be well founded. Therefore, the Speaker 
would be justly chargeable with culpably refusing to perform 
his duty under the plain requirement of the rule if he were 
to avoid deciding the question which has been raised. 

The House is governed in its proceedings by its own rules 
and orders, the common parliamentary law, and by the pro-
visions of the constitution and laws in whatever respects 
applicable. Where the paramount authority of the consti-
tution has given direction for its proceedings, it would be a 
work of supererogation for the House to repeat the direction 
by its rules. A proceeding in conflict with the constitution 
would be disorderly in the highest degree, and the obliga-
tion to check it is therefore greater than in case of a viola-
tion of a law of inferior authority. The presiding officer, 
as a member of the House, took the oath to support the 
constitution and laws of the Commonwealth, and was not 
absolved from any of the obligations of this oath by accept-
ing the office and duties of the Chair. As a member of the 
House, he is, like every other member, bound by his oath to 
see that the directions of the constitution are not infringed 
by his negligent assent ; and as presiding officer he is espe-
cially enjoined by the rule of the House to preserve the 
" decorum and o r d e r " of the House from being violated by 
unconstitutional as well as any other disorderly proceedings. 



The decision of the Chair in this case, as on all other 
questions of order, will be given with the earnest endeavor 
to declare what he presumes to be the judgment of the 
House ; and thus given, it will stand as such only till the 
House shall otherwise determine. 

Whatever else the provision of the constitution as to 
" money bi l l s" may include, in the opinion of the Chair 
there can be 110 doubt that a bill to provide for the assess-
ment of a tax to raise money to put in the public treasury 
is a " money b i l l " within the plain language and intent of 
the constitution. This bill which comes from the Senate 
provides for such taxation of a certain description of prop-
erty. Although it proposes to assess a tax which will be 
less in amount than what is provided f<?r being assessed on 
the same property by the existing law, by deducting from 
the valuation of the shares to be taxed that portion of their 
value which is represented by the estate which is taxed out-
side of this Commonwealth ; yet if the bill should become a 
law, it will take the place of the existing law, and will be 

• the law under which taxes will be assessed, and by force of 
which the money of the citizen will be diverted to the pub-
lic use. It has the same characteristics of a " money bill," 
notwithstanding its proposed effect is to diminish taxation 
upon certain property, as the provisions of law have which 
it proposes to supersede. In this respect it does not differ 
in principle from a proposition which might be made in this 
Legislature at this time to reduce the amount of the state 
tax, which has already been provided for by law. If a bill 
should be now introduced to repeal the act which has 
already passed for assessing a state tax of three millions of 
dollars, and substitute an assessment of a tax of one million 
of dollars, such bill would certainly be a " money bill," 
because under its provisions the money of the citizens 
would flow into the public treasury. No one would claim 
that such a bill could constitutionally originate in any other 
body than the House of Representatives, upon any better 
ground than it could be held that the state tax bill which 
lias already passed could originate otherwise. 

If the title of the bill, and its principal provisions which 
are in the first section, leave any room for doubt as to its 
character, the second section, which provides specifically 
that " a tax shall be laid and collected under the provisions 
thereof for the present year," is conclusive that it antici-
pates the collection of money by virtue of its authority for 
the public service. 



The Chair, therefore, has no hesitancy in deciding that it 
is a " money bill," such as it is the constitutional preroga-
tive of the House of Representatives alone to originate. 
The point of order raised by the gentleman from Beverly is 
well taken, and as the bill did not originate in this body, it 
would be contrary to order for the House to proceed in its 
consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston the bill for the pres- Pf
r£o

e™ti<m 

ervation of books belonging to public or private libraries 0 

was discharged from the orders of the day, and read and 
ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball, the bill to abolish the police 
court of the town of Haverhill was read and ordered to a 0 

third reading, and under a suspension of the rules was read 
and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

At 10 o'clock the bill to aid the construction of the Euro- ^ropea^ 
pean and North American Railway was called up, and the American' 
question being on passing it to be engrossed, at 11-|- o'clock, Railway-
the hour previously assigned, the House proceeded to vote. 

Having been amended, the roll was called, and the yeas 
were 91 and the nays 109. (Appendix, No. 48.) 

So the bill was rejected. 
Mr. McCafferty of Worcester moved a reconsideration of 

the vote by which the bill was rejected ; but the motion was 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Blaisdell of Fall River the motion to Homestead 
reconsider the vote by which the House accepted the report, ' 
inexpedient, on an order relative to homestead, and an 
order relative to dower, was taken from the table, and the 
motion to reconsider was agreed to. The vote by which the 
House refused to substitute the bill offered by Mr. Daggett 
was then reconsidered, and pending the question on adopting 
the same, the House 

Adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , M a y 2 8 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Notice was received from the Senate that House resolve 

in relation to the correction of errors in the re-imbursement bounties, 

of bounties had been rejected by the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly,— 
Ordered, Tha t the committee on the Pay-Roll be 

instructed to make up the pay of William Seaver, a mem-
ber of the House from the 4th Norfolk District, including 
the entire session. 



n. i iaupt & The resolve in relation to the claims of H. Haupt & Co. 
was reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading, 
and was passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

taxtaw'ion M r > Heywood of Concord, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, reported that the bill in addition to chapter 283 
of the acts of 1865 ought to pass with an amendment. 

The bill was considered and amended according to the 
committee's report, by changing the title to an act in relation 
to returns to be made by corporations to the tax commis-
sioner, and under a suspension of the rules passed to be 
engrossed. 

Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester, the 
bill was reconsidered and amended and again passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence in the amendments. 

Poor con- On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, a message was sent 
folk. " to the Governor requesting him to re turn to the House the 

bill to repeal the 8th section of chapter 180 of the General 
Statutes concerning the discharge of poor convicts in tRe 
county of Suffolk. 

Afterwards, Mr. Jewell, who had been charged with the 
message, delivered the bill to the House, and it was laid 
upon the table. 

Biiis passed. Engrossed bills : 
Concerning the care and education of neglected children ; 
To establish the municipal court of the city of Boston ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Concerning street railway corporations ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolves: 
In relation to the Antietam National Cemetery ; 
In favor of Frank G. Turner and others ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

mentPof'fine K i m b a 1 1 of Boston, on leave, introduced a bill in rela-
aud costs. tion to the discharge of persons confined for non-payment of 

fine and costs; which, under a suspension of rules, was read 
three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

West Kox- Ml-. Noyes of Haverhill, from the committee on the 
bury- Judiciary, reported that the bill to confirm the election of 

moderator and other doings of the town of West Roxbury 
ought to pass. Under a suspension of the rules, the bill 



was read three times and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the same committee, norse R. it. 
reported that the bill relating to horse railroad companies comPames-
ought to pass with an amendment. The bill was considered 
and amended, and under a suspension of rules, read three 
times and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Mr. Willis of Fitchburg, from the committee on Finance, BMsofNew 
reported, asking to be discharged from the fur ther considera- E"sland-
tion of the resolve for printing a report on the birds of New 
England and their agricultural value. Placed in the orders 
of the day for this P . M. 

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester asked leave to introduce a bill Tents, &c. 
to authorize the Governor to lend tents and camp material to 
military schools in the state ; but leave was not granted. 

Mr. Smith of Melrose asked leave to introduce a bill to Liquor law. 

amend chapter 86 of the General S ta tu tes ; but leave was 
not granted. 

Mr. Worcester of Salem asked leave to introduce a resolve Interest of 

in relation to the interest of money. money. 
On motion of Mr. Sawin of Natick, the yeas and nays 

were ordered, 
And the roll being called, there were 97 yeas and 91 

nays. (Appendix, No. 49.) 
And, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, leave was 

not granted. 
Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, Apprnpria-

reported a bill making appropriations to meet certain expen-
ditures authorized the present year, and for other purposes; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Manahan of Lowell offered an order that the commit- LorenzoD. 
tee on the Pay Roll be instructed to make up the pay of 089,1 

Lorenzo D. Cogswell of Lowell, a member of the House from 
the twenty-third Middlesex district, including the entire 
session ; but the order was rejected. 

Adjourned. 
A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
The registration report for the year ending December 31, Registration 

1864 was received from the Secretary of the Commonwealth roport' 
and laid upon the table. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bill concerning the National Dock and Warehouse Com- Natjonaî  

pany and the Grand Junct ion Wharf Company, introduced Warehouse 

56 



on leave in the Senate, came down, referred to the committee 
on Mercantile Affairs. The House non-concurred in the 
reference and the bill was returned to the Senate. 

Bill concerning the manufacture, storage and sale of 
petroleum and its products, passed to be engrossed in the 
Senate in concurrence with amendments, came down, and 
was considered and the amendments were concurred in. 

Bill to authorize an additional increase of the capital 
stock of the Western Railroad Corporation came from the 
Senate, that branch having receded from its amendment at 
[B,] and insisted upon that a t [ C . ] On motion of Mr. Sliawof 
Boston, the House receded from its amendment at [C,] and 
concurred with the Senate. 

Bill in addition to an act to provide state aid for disabled 
soldiers and sailors and their families, and the families of the 
slain, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence 
with amendments, came down, and was considered, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Boston iiar- Ordered, In concurrence, that the communication from 
the commissioners 011 Harbors and Flats, transmitting a 
report of the United States commissioners 011 Boston 
Harbor, be referred to the next General Court. 

Fees for coi- Sir. Mahan of Boston asked leave to introduce a bill in 
bounty3tat° relation to fees for collecting state bounty; but leave was 

not granted. 
Alien pas- Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the Judi-
sengers. c i a r y ) reported that the bill concerning alien passengers in 

vessels coming from without the United States ought to pass, 
with an amendment. The bill was considered and amended, 
and under a suspension of the rules read three times and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Removal of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester obtained leave to introduce a 
tombs, &c. r e g o l v e authorizing the city of Boston to remove certain 

tombs and remains of the dead. Read and ordered to a 
second reading, and under a suspension of rules read a 
second time and then rejected. 

Bill passed. E n g r o s s e d b i l l t o c o n f i r m t h e e l e c t i o n o f m o d e r a t o r a n d 
other doings of the town of West Roxbury, (which origi-
nated in the Senate,) was passed to be enacted and signed, 
and sent to the Senate. 

Military On motion of Mr. Aldricli of Worcester, the vote by which 
schools. t | 1 0 [ j o u s e refused leave to introduce the bill to authorize 

the Governor to lend tents and camp equipage to military 
schools in this state was reconsidered. The bill was then 
introduced, and under a suspension of the rules read three 

Western 
Railroad. 

State aid. 



times and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur-
rence. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the House hold an evening session this Evening ses" 

evening, commencing at 7 o'clock. 
On motion of Mr. Harr ington of Marshfield the vote by 

which the order was adopted was reconsidered, and the 
question recurring on adopting the order, on motion of Mr. 
Pierce of Maiden the yeas and nays were ordered, 

And the roll being called, there were 95 yeas and 84 
nays. (Appendix, No. 50.) 

And the order was adopted. 
The orders of the day were taken up. !£y!!r80fthe 

Report, inexpedient, on an order relative to setting off ^n
0

d
m^r

d 

and assigning estates of homestead, and on an order relat-
ing to dower, was accepted, the motion of Mr. Daggett to 
amend by substituting a bill being rejected. 

Bill in further addition to an act to provide for the more noosaoTun-

speedy completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac Tunnel was read and amended. 

Mr. Carter of Bradford moved to amend the bill by 
adding the following to the 4th section : " And they (i. e., 
the Governor and Council,) are authorized to contract with 
responsible parties for the construction of the said railroad 
and tunnel, under such regulations and restrictions as shall 
secure economy, efficiency and responsibility in the prosecu-
tion of the work." 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Dorchester the yeas and nays 
were ordered, 

And the roll being called, the amendment was rejected by 
a vote of 80 yeas to 106 nays. (Appendix, No. 51.) 

The bill was then passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Resolve in relation to the compensation of the members Payofmem-
of the Senate and House of Representatives, the chaplains, bers' 
and the members of the Executive Council, was read and 
amended. 

Mr. Folger of Nantucket moved to amend it fur ther by 
fixing the compensation of the members of the Legislature 
at five dollars a day, instead of four, as provided in the 
resolve, 

And the yeas and nays being ordered, the roll was called, 
and the motion was rejected by a vote of 55 yeas and 150 
nays. (Appendix, No. 52.) 

The resolve was then ordered to a third reading. 



Amend- Mr. Daggett of Att leborough, from the committee oil Dis-
"nstitution6 t r ict ing the State, 011 an order of the House relating to an 

amendment of the constitution, so as to reduce the number 
of the House of Representatives, and provide for elections 
of Governor and other officers for two years or more, 
reported a resolve 011 tha t sub jec t ; which waS read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Richardson of Boston, for himself, submitted a 
minority report , with an amendment . Also placed in the 
orders of the day for the evening session. 

Adjourned . 

E V E N I N G S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment , 
remnk Me<i- Bill in relation to the New England Female Medical Col-
e s o t g e . 2 e g 6 ) p a s s e c j t 0 b e engrossed in the Senate in concurrence 

with an amendment , came down, and was considered, and 
the amendment was concurred in. 

Hoosactun- Reports from the committee 011 the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad and Hoosac T u n n e l ; no legislation necessary on 
the report of commissioners, and 011 the report of the joint 
committee of the Legislature of 1865; were severally 
accepted in concurrence with the Senate. 

payofAssist- Resolve fixing the compensation of the Assistant-Clerks of 
a n ' " the two branches of the Legislature, passed to be engrossed 

in the Senate, came down, and under a suspension of rules 
was read twice and amended, and read again, and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

men'iTof'flne Bill i'1 relation to the discharge of persons confined for 
and costs, non-payment of fine and costs, passed to be engrossed in the 

Senate in concurrence with an amendment , came down, and 
was considered, and the amendment was concurred in. 

tiement 8et~ to define chapter 230 of the acts of 1865 relative to 

the laws of sett lement, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down, and was read and referred to the committee on 
the Judic ia ry . 

Afterwards , Mr. Jewell of Boston, f rom that committee, 
reported that it ought to pass, and it was, under a suspension 
of rules, read three times and then rejected. And a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which it was rejected was lost. 

and'aiTsunt Sawin of Natick, on leave, introduced a resolve in 
messenger. favor of the watchmen of the state house and assistant mes-

senger of the Governor and Council, which was, under a sus-
pension of rules, read three times and amended and passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 



Engrossed bill in regard to the sentence of criminals, Bins passed, 
(which originated in the House of Representatives,) was 
passed to be enacted and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Engrossed resolve in relation to the claims of Herman 
Haupt & Co., (which originated in the House of Represen-
tatives,) was passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. Morse of Cambridge asked leave to introduce a bill in ci«it oftho 
relation to the salary of the clerk of the police court of !>'r Sim-
Cambridge ; but leave was not granted. br"ige' 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the rules were Lawsofset-
suspended so far as to allow him to make a motion to recon- ' 
sider the vote by which the bill to define chapter 230 of the • 
acts of 1865 relative to the»laws of set t lement, was rejected. 
The vote was then reconsidered, and the bill was then passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of the 
Bill concerning the valuation of life insurance policies ^ce'poiu" 

was amended and rejected. cies. 
Afterwards, on motion of Mr. Demond of Boston, the vote 

whereby it was rejected was reconsidered, and the question 
recurring on passing it to be engrossed, it was rejected. 

Resolve in relation to the compensation of the members of ^ s
o f mcm ' 

the Senate and House of Representatives, the chaplains and 
the members of the Executive Council, was read and passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Resolve in relation to the compensation of the doorkeepers 
and messengers of the Senate and House of Representatives 
was read and ordered to a third reading, and read again and 
passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Bill for the preservation of books belonging to public or £f
rc

b
s°^tloa 

private libraries was read a third t ime, and amended by 
adopting a substitute offered by Mr. Thompson of Boston, 
and, under a suspension of rules, read again and passed to 
be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

TUESDAY, M a y 2 9 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to ad jou rnmen t . 
On motion of Mr* Millard of Adams,— 
Ordered, Tha t the committee on the Pay Roll make up £e

ayofmem" 
the pay of members of the House, including Wednesday, 
May 30. 

Bill in relation to the formation of co-operative associa- ^»-»P^«^ 
tions, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in concurrence 



with amendments, camc down, and was considered, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Ordersofthe -phe orders of the day were taken up. 
Liquor com- t o r e p e a i section 10 of chapter 86 of the General missioner. * r 1 . . , i • 

Statutes in relation to the purchase of the stock of liquors 
held by the liquor commissioner, was rejected. 

Salaries. Bill relating to the salaries of certain state officers was 
read and amended, and the question being on passing it to 
be engrossed, 011 motion of Mr. Locke of Watertown, the 
yeas and nays were ordered, 

And the roll being called, there were 118 yeas and 87 
* nays. (Appendix, No. 58.) 

And the bill was passed to be* engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

EugiandNew Resolve for printing a report on the birds of New England 
and their agricultural value was indefinitely postponed. 

Bill making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 
authorized the present year and for other purposes, was 
read and amended, and ordered to a third reading, and, under 
a suspension of rules, read again and passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Resolve for an amendment of the constitution was, 011 
motion of Mr. Daggett of Attleborough, referred to the 
next General Court. 

Bill to aid the construction of the European and North 
American Railway, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down, and was read, and objection being made thereto 
by Mr. Stone of New Bedford, the question was put 011 its 
rejection, and, on motion of Mr. Candler of Brookline, the 
yeas and nays were ordered, 

And the roll being called, there were 109 yeas and 90 
nays. And the bill was rejected. (Appendix, No. 51.) 

Bill relating to the interest of money, passed to be 
engrossed in the Senate, came down, and was read, and 
objection being made thereto by Mr. Adams of Quincy, it 
was rejected. 

Bins passed. Engrossed bills : 
In relation to the taxation of the Mercantile Banking and 

Savings Ins t i tu t ion; 
I11 addition to an act to provide state #id for soldiers and 

sailors and their families, and the families of the slain ; 
Concerning the manufacture, storage and sale of petroleum 

and its products ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 



Were severally passed to be enacted and signed and sent 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Flynn of Boston, on leave, introduced a resolve in chariesj. 
favor of the family of Charles J . McCarthy; which, under a McUarthy-
suspension of the rules, was read„three times and passed to 
bo engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Engrossed bill authorizing an additional increase of the um passed, 
capital stock of the Western Railroad Corporation, (which 
originated in the House of Representatives,) was passed to be 
enacted and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Notice was received from the Senate that House bill in Assistant 
relation to an assistant Attorney-General had been rejected Gene™7 

by the Senate. 
Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment . 
Mr. Jewell of Boston, from the committee on the Judiciary, J«<ige B r i g -

reported, asking to be discharged from the fur ther considera- ham ' 
tion of an order of May 17, relative to the expediency of 
directing the Attorney-General to defend an action brought 
against Judge Brigham. The report was considered and 
accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Coolidge of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the Clerk cause to be printed and bound Printing of 

five hundred copies of the journal of the House, for the the journaI-
present session, with an index and such notes and references 
as may be necessary, and the statistical register of the execu-
tive and legislative departments, and that one copy be sent 
to each member of the present Legislature, thirty copies 
placed at the disposal of the Speaker and Clerk, fliree copies 
placed in the state library, and each of the lobbies and 
committee rooms be supplied in like manner as they are now 
supplied with other documents of the Senate and House. 
The remaining copies shall be placed in the office of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. The Clerk is hereby 
excused from the preparation of a written duplicate for the 
state library, and shall receive the sum of one hundred dol-
lars in full compensation for copying the journal for the 
press and superintending the printing of the same. 

O11 motion of Mr. Ilosford of Lowell,— 
Ordered, That the committee 0 1 1 the Pay Roll make up the LORENZO D. 

pay of Lorenzo D. Cogswell from and including January 16. Cog*Be"-
Mr. Leach of Berkley, from the committee 011 Leave of Leave of ab-

Ab sence, reported that leave of absence be granted to sence' 



Assistant-
Clerks. 

Major-Gen. 
Butler. 

Mileage. 

Preservation 
of books. 

Salaries. 

Salaries. 

Poor con-
victs in Suf-
folk. 

Bills passed. 

sundry members named, for certain days specified; and the 
report was considered and accepted. 

Resolve fixing the compensation of the Assistant-Clerks of 
the two branches of the Legislature came from the Senate, 
that branch having non-concurred in the amendment proposed 
by the House. 

Oil motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the House voted to 
insist, and the resolve was returned to the Senate. 

Afterwards, it came down, the Senate having insisted, and 
having appointed Messrs. Wentworth, Crocker and Leland 
a committee of conference. 

On motion of Mr. Demond of Boston, the House insisted, 
and Messrs. Demond and Shaw of Boston, and Sherman of 
Lawrence, were appointed a committee of conference on the 
part of the House. 

Afterwards, the report of the committee of conference, 
accepted in the Senate (changing the sum named in the 
resolve for the Assistant-Clerk of the Senate,) came down and 
was accepted in concurrence. 

A communication from Major-General Butler, signifying 
his acceptance of the office of major-general of the militia 
was received from the Senate and read. 

Mr. Thompson of Holliston, from the committee on the 
Pay Roll, reported an additional order for mileage of mem-
bers, amounting to twelve dollars, which was adopted. 

Bill for the preservation of books and other property 
belonging to public libraries, passed to be engrossed in the 
Senate, with an amendment, came down, and was considered 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

Resolve in relation to salaries of state and county officers, 
passed to Im engrossed in the Senate, came down, and under 
a suspension of the rules, was read three times and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Bill in relation to the salaries of certain state officers, 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence in the Senate with 
amendments, came down and was considered, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Engrossed bill to repeal the 8th section of chapter 180 of 
the General Statutes, concerning the discharge of poor con-
victs in the county of Suffolk, was taken from the table and 
ordered to be returned to the Governor. 

Engrossed bills : 
To abolish the police court in the town of Haverh i l l ; 
In relation to the discharge of persons confined for non-

payment of fine and costs ; . 
In addition to an act to incorporate the Walpole Reservoir 

Company ; 



In fur ther addition to an act providing for the more 
speedy completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac T u n n e l ; 

In relation to co-operative associations; 
To authorize the Governor to lend tents or camp mate-

rials ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Concerning alien passengers on vessels coming from with-

out the United States ; 
Relating to horse railroad companies ; 
To define chapter 230 of the acts of the year 1865, rela-

tive to the laws of se t t lement ; 
In relation to returns to be made by corporations to the 

tax commissioner ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed, and sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolves: 
In relation to the New England Female Medical College; 
In favor of the watchmen of the state house, and assistant 

messenger of the Governor and Counci l ; 
In relation to the compensation of members of the Legis-

lature, the chaplains, and the members of the Executive 
Council; 

To authorize the publication of a list of Massachusetts 
officers and soldiers in the late civil war ; 

In relation to the compensation of the messengers and 
door-keepers of the Senate and House of Representatives; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-
tives ;) 

Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate. 
Mr. Sherman of Lawrence being in the Chair, 
Mr. Jewell of Boston offered the following resolution : 
Resolved,, That the thanks of this House are hereby ten-

dered to Hon. James M. Stone, for the uniform kindness 
and courtesy which have marked his personal and official 
intercourse with the members, and for the dignified and 
impartial manner in which he has discharged the arduous 
and difficult duties of his office; and we hereby express to 
him our heartfelt wishes for his fu ture prosperity and 
welfare. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the Speaker, 
having resumed the chair, addressed the House as follows : 

' 5 7 



Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 
The resolution which has jus t been adopted with such 

cordial unanimity, and these kind expressions of good feel-
ing toward me, have made a deep, and, as I already feel, a 
lasting impression upon my mind. The kind words uttered 
in the resolution I am especially thankful for, in considera-
tion of the fact that it was moved by my friend who, at the 
commencement of the session, stood in so peculiar relations 
to me. I am renewedly impressed with what, from the first 
day of the session 1 have constantly felt to be true, that I 
could at all times rely upon the members of the House of 
Representatives for kind'forbearance, consideration and sup-
port. I now feel that, if there has been any success in the 
administration of the duties of the Chair, far more is due to 
your kindness than to any merit of my own. It would be 
impossible for any one in this position to succeed to the sat-
isfaction of himself or of others, unless he had the confidence 
of the House to support him. I can truly say, at this clos-
ing hour of the session, that I have honestly endeavored to 
perform the duties of presiding officer with a strict regard 
to the rights of every member of the House, and with con-
sideration for his feelings, so far as consistent with the pro-
motion of the public business ; and it is gratifying to me 
that there have come to my ears these words of confidence 
and approval. 

The session has been a very remarkable one. It being 
the first after the country had come out of the terrible war 
of the rebellion, when we assembled it was expected that 
the consideration of matters of the gravest importance, 
growing out of the war, either directly or indirectly, would 
devolve upon this Legislature. Our anticipations in this 
respect have not been disappointed, and these questions have 
undoubtedly prolonged the session to a considerable extent. 
From my recollections of the Legislatures of this Slate for 
nearly twenty years, it is my opinion that there has been no 
session which has been called to deliberate upon such a 
variety of measures of transcendent importance as this 
which is about to close ; and none, 1 may justly add, in 
which measures have been more ably, thoroughly and philo-
sophically considered. The length of the session has been 
greater, save one, than any other in the history of the state, 
and more hours have probably been devoted to its labors by 
this Legislature than by any preceding one. There has 
been but little time lost in useless debate. There has been 
an assiduous application to the business which, I may safely 
say, has seldom been equalled, and never excelled, although 



it lias involved sessions to the great inconvenience and dis-
comfort of the members, who have been obliged to occupy 
their seats in an atmosphere sometimes almost pestiferous. ' 

In the administration of the duties of the Chair, it has 
been my desire to promote dispatch in the business of the 
session and to avoid all useless delay. In the decision of 
the numerous questions, which are constantly being presented 
in a body like this, it is often of paramount importance that 
the decision of the Chair should be instantly made. If in 
consequence of an anxiety to dispatch business, I have at 
any time erred in ruling, (and I do not claim* by any means 
to have been free from errors,) if 1 have on any occasion 
done injustice to any one, or if there has ever been any 
appearance of asperity of manner or want of courtesy to any 
one, I desire here to say that it was through inadvertence, 
and never with an unkind or unjust intention. If 1 have 
made any mistakes, I desire here in public to make acknowl-
edgment, and if in consequence of any error in matter or 
manner any one has suffered injustice, I ask forgiveness. 

I cannot bring these remarks to a close without acknowl-
edging the deep obligation I have been under to the efficient 
Clerk of the House. You, gentlemen, do not know, as I do, 
how much of our success in the dispatch of business, and 
how much of your own comfort in the performance of your 
duties have been owing to his experience, ability, readiness 
and courtesy. I cannot forbear also to make acknowledg-
ment to the accomplished Assistant-Clerk for his kindness, as 
well as for the faithfulness with which he performed the 
duties of his office. Nor can I forget to thank the gentle-
manly and efficient Sergeant-at-Arms, and the several officers 
under his direction, for their uniform faithfulness, courtesy 
and efficiency. 
_ We are, gentlemen of the House, about to bring this ses-

sion to its close. Two hundred and forty members, who 
have been associated together in the public service for a 
period of nearly five months, are about to separate, probablv 
never again to meet together. The session has been f rui t fu l 
of warm friendships, which will continue and be pleasantly 
remembered throughout our lives. We cannot part without 
feelings of sadness. For your uniform kindness to me I 
thank you. As you go to your homes I desire that every 
member will bear with him the assurance that he has my 
highest respect and regard. 

At this closing moment we must not forget the memory of 
oi),e of our original number , who, having served his country 
faithfully in the army, and having taken his seat in this 



House with his health already impaired in consequence of 
disease contracted in the military service, fell by the way 
af ter the few days' service here which were permit ted to him. 
Having served his country with marked fidelity in positions 
of t rus t , both in the civil and the mil i tary service, he pos-
sessed the confidence and esteem of his associates of this 
House, and we all sincerely regret ted the early departure 
from this life of one who had so many elements of usefulness. 

Wi th this exception, our lives have all been spared, and 
we have cause to re turn thanks to the Divine Providence for 
the preservation of so large a measure of health as we have 
enjoyed for the long period dur ing which we have breathed 
the poisonous atmosphere of this hall. In part ing, allow me 
to say once more, to each and every one of you, that you 
have the respect and esteem of the Speaker who has presided 
over your deliberations dur ing the present session, and his 
cordial wishes for your f u tu r e welfare. 

otherkoffl° Mr. Mason of Newton offered a resolution of thanks to 
the Clerk, and also to the Assistant-Clerk ; 

Mr. Pierce of Maiden to the Sergeant-at-Arms; 
And Mr. Sawin of Natick to the Chaplain ; 
Which resolutions were adopted. 
Ad jou rned . 

WEDNESDAY, M a y 3 0 , 1 8 6 6 . 

Met according to ad journment . 
Poor con- The Clerk reported to the House that he had this morning 

re tu rned 1O the Governor the bill to repeal the 8th section of 
chapter 180 of the General Statutes concerning the discharge 
of poor convicts in the county of Suffolk. 

Manual. Ordered, In concurrence, tha t the Clerks of the two 
branches cause to be prepared and pr inted, before the meet-
ing of the next General Court , 2,000 copies of so much as 
may be practicable of the mat te r of the Legislative Manual, 
on the general plan of the Manual of the present year. 

Doorkeepers Qii motion of Mr. Kimbal l of Boston, the Clerk was 
animes m w ; t | ) a m e s s a g e to the Governor, request ing the 

r e tu rn of the resolve in relation to the compensation of 
door-keepers and messengers of the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

The resolve having been re tu rned was laid upon the table. 
Doorkeepers Mr. Kimball then obtained leave to int roduce a resolve 
a.,d messen- r e ] a t ; v e l 0 t i i e compensation of the door-keepers, messengers 

and pages of the Senate and House of Representat ives, 

t 



which was, under a suspension of the rules, read three 
times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Afterwards, the resolve came from the Senate, having been 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence by that branch with 
an amendment, and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. Kimball, on leave, introduced a resolve in relation to ^ r
d 0 0 r ' 

the compensation of the chief door-keeper of the House of 
Representatives ; which, tinder a suspension of the rules 
was read three times and passed to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Heywood of Concord, the vote by which committee 
the resolve in relation to salaries of state and county officers 
was yesterday passed to be engrossed, was reconsidered and 
the question recurring on the passage of the resolve it was 
amended by adopting the following order, which was sent 
up for concurrence : 

Ordered, That a joint special committee, consisting of ten 
on the part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, be 
appointed to sit during the recess, to examine into the rates 
of compensation now allowed by law to the various officers, 
state and county, in this Commonwealth ; the various modes 
in which such compensation is pa id ; and to report what 
changes are necessary in such rates of compensation, and 
what offices may be abolished ; and said committee shall 
have power to send for persons and papers, and shall report 
to the next General Court. 

Afterwards, Messrs. Aldrich of Worcester, Stone of New 
Bedford, Heywood of Concord, French of Brain tree, 
Shaw of Boston, Post of Lenox, Manahan of Lowell, 
Cunningham of Gloucester, Lane of Waltham and Kimball 
of Lynn were appointed the committee on the part of the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. P lumer of Boston, the Speaker was 
authorized to fill any vacancies that may occur in the 
committee. 

Mr. Jewell of Boston offered the following resolutions ; 
which were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts has received with profound emotion the news of 
the decease of Lieutenant-General Winfield Scot t ; that his 
long and distinguished military and civil service, his warm 
and undeviating loyalty, and especially his earnest and 
unhesitating devotion to the cause of the country at the out-
set, and through the whole course of the late rebellion, have 
endeared him to the people of this Commonwealth, and to 



the loyal people of the whole country, and in his death we 
and they lament a great public loss. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolve be entered upon the 
journal , and that His Excellency the Governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of the same to the family of the deceased. 

Engrossed bill to authorize an additional increase of the 
capital stock of the Western Railroad Corporation came 
from the Senate, having been amended in that branch. The 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill returned to the 
Senate. 

Bills passed. Engrossed bills : 
For the preservation of books and other property belong-

ing to public libraries ; 
In relation to the salaries of certain state officers ; 
Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 

authorized the present year, and for other purposes ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted and signed and Sent 

to the Senate. 
Engrossed resolves : 
In favor of the family of Charles J . McCarthy; 
Fixing the compensation of the Assistant-Clerks of the two 

branches of the Legislature ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-

tives ;) 
Were severally passed and signed, and sent to the Senate, 

t t a f i o f Mr. Mason of Newton asked leave to introduce a resolve 
education. ju relation to the compensation of the secretary of the board 

of education ; but leave was not granted. 
Afterwards, a resolve in relation to the secretaries of the 

hoards of' education and agriculture, passed to be engrossed 
in the Senate, came down, and objection being made thereto, 
it was rejected. 

tton'bi'iii8" Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, 
reported a bill in addition to an act making appropriations 
to meet certain expenditures authorized the present year, 
and for other purposes ; which, under a suspension of the 
rules, was read three times, and passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Bills passed. Engrossed resolves : 
In relation to the compensation of the doorkeepers, mes-

sengers and pages of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives ; 

In relation to the compensation of the chief doorkeeper of 
the House of Representatives ; 

Western 
Railroad. 



, (Which severally originated in the House of Representa-
tives ;) 

Were severally passed and signed, and sent to the Senate. 
Engrossed bill to authorize an additional increase of the 

capital stock of the Western Railroad Corporation, (which 
originated in the House of Representatives,) was passed to 
be enacted and signed and sgnt to the Senate. 

Mr. Thompson of Holliston, from the committee on the Pa?rf,u-
Pay Roll, reported the schedule of pay, and the following 
order ; which was adopted and signed by the Speaker, and 
sent, with the schedule, to the treasury depar tment : 

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid out of the trea-
sury of the Commonwealth the sum of one hundred and 
forty-one thousand and ninety-six dollars to the members of 
the House of Representatives, for their attendance during 
the present session, as per the foregoing schedule. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly,— 
Ordered, That the Treasurer be requested so to arrange 

the payment of members as to pay before the House 
adjourns those members only who are compelled to leave the 
city before that time. 

Mr. Thompson, from the committee on the Pay Roll, also Mileage, 
reported an additional order for payment of mileage to the 
amount of two dollars ; which was adopted. 

Engrossed bill in addition to an act making appropriations Bm fass«1-
to meet certain expenditures authorized the present year, 
and for other purposes, (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) was passed to be enacted and signed, and 
sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. P lumer of Boston,— 
Ordered, That a committee of five members of the House, Prorogation 

with such as the Senate may join, be appointed to wait upon ^ „ " ' f 
the Governor and inform him that the two branches have 
passed upon all tl^e public business necessary to be acted 
upon at the present session, and to request him, with the 
advice and consent of the Council, to prorogue them to the 
Tuesday next preceding the first Wednesday of J anua ry 
next. 

And Messrs. P lumer of Boston, Saunders of Cambridge, 
Davis of Edgartown, Crittenden of Otis, and Potter of Row-
ley, were appointed the committee on the part of the House. 

Afterwards, Mr. P lumer , from the committee, reported 
that they had attended to their duty, and that the Governor 
was pleased to say that he would forthwith consult with the 



Executive Council, and afterwards communicate witli tlie 
House. 

And at five minutes before two o'clock, P . M., the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth appeared, and delivered the 
following message : 

His Excellency the Governor has been informed by a com-
mittee of both branches of the Legislature, that having 
transacted the public business, it is their desire that the 
General Court should be prorogued to the Tuesday next 
preceding the first Wednesday in January next. In acced-
ing to this request, His Excellency directs.me to inform the 
Legislature that he has approved, during the session, three 
hundred and one bills and one hundred and five resolves. 
His Excellency fur ther instructs me to tender to all the 
members of the General Court his high appreciation of the 
ability and zeal with which the business of the session lias 
been performed, to offer to them the assurance that he 
unites with them in devoutly recognizing the gracious Prov-
idence which has preserved their general good health during 
the period of their service here, and to express his cordial 
prayer that they may, one and all, have a safe return to the 
still happier relations of domestic life. And I am directed 
to announce to the Legislature that it is the pleasure of His 
Excellency, at the request of both branches, to prorogue the 
General Court to the Tuesday next preceding the first 
Wednesday in January next. And the General Court is 
prorogued accordingly. 

And the General Court having been thus prorogued, the 
members of the House separated. 


