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S aturday, June 1,1867.
Met according to adjournment.
On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston, the vote by which Fisheries, 

the bill to regulate the fisheries was rejected was reconsid
ered, and the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary.

Afterwards, Mr. Marston, from that committee, reported 
that it ought to pass, with amendments.

The amendments were adopted, and under a suspension 
of rules, the bill was read a second and third time, and 
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

Mr. Heywood of Concord, from the committee on the Municipal 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill concerning the Bo'ston°f 
municipal court of the city of Boston, with amendments, 
reported that the House ought to concur with the amend
ments at A, B and C, and non-concur with the amendment 
at D. Action was taken accordingly, and the bill was 
returned to the Senate.

Bill in addition to an act for supplying the town of Great Great Bar- 
Barrington with pure water, came from the Senate, that 
branch having insisted on its amendment, and having 
appointed Messrs. Tucker, Barney and Allen a committee 
of conference. The House voted to insist, and Messrs.
Bird of Walpole, Branning of Lee, and Needham of Groton 
were appointed a committee of conference on the part of 
the House.

The committee on the Pay Roll were directed to make up pay ron. 
the pay of Messrs. Wright of Lawrence, Waitt of Nantucket, 
and Lane of Waltham, for the entire session.

Notice was received from the Senate, that House bills 
To confirm certain proceedings of the commissioners of 

Hampshire county;
In relation to the appointment of assistant-district-attor

neys in the Suffolk district;
Concerning the disposition of liquors seized and forfeited ; 
Concerning certain public documents ;
To authorize the purchase of fire-extinguishers for the 

protection of the state house;
Had severally been rejected by the Senate.

Commission
ers of Hamp
shire. 
Assistant- 
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torneys in 
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trict.
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House.

Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of Betsey G. Rice, Betsey a. 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was accepted in Kice- 
concurrence.

Mr. Wallace of Townsend, from the committee on Leave i.eaye of 
of Absence, reported that leave of absence be granted to absence-
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sundry members named, for days specified, and the report 
was considered and accepted.

The orders of the day were taken up.
Bill to amend chapter 55 of the General Statutes, in rela

tion to limited partnerships, was read and amended, and 
ordered to a third reading, and under a suspension of rules, 
read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

Bill concerning the salaries of certain clerks of the muni
cipal court of the city of Boston, passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence, with an amendment, by the Senate, came 
down, and the amendment was concurred in.

Mr. Aldrich of Worcester, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill to amend chapter 
85 of the General Statutes, concerning gaming, reported 
that the Senate’s amendments thereto ought not to be con
curred in. Action was taken accordingly, and the bill was 
returned to the Senate.

Afterwards, the bill was returned from the Senate, that 
branch having adhered. The House also voted to adhere.

Mr. Chisholm of New Bedford, asked leave to introduce a 
resolve concerning salaries of justices and clerks of police 
and municipal courts; but leave was not granted.

Bill concerning the municipal court of thb city of Boston 
came from the Senate, that branch having insisted on its 
amendment at D, and having appointed Messrs. Allen, 
Sawin and Perkins a committee of conference. The House 
voted to insist, and Messrs. Hey wood of Concord, Branning 
of Lee and Brownell of Westport, were appointed a com
mittee of conference.

Engrossed bills:
In addition to an act making appropriations to meet cer

tain expenditures authorized the present year, and for other 
purposes;

To authorize the city of Boston to build a highway over 
certain tide-waters;

To provide for the maintenance of Newburyport bridge ;
Fixing the salaries of judges, registers and assistant-reg

isters of probate and insolvency, and for other purposes ;
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives ;)
To authorize the Eastern Railroad Company to construct 

a double track, and for other purposes;
(Which originated in the Senate;)
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate.
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Bill to unite the cities of Roxbury and Boston, came from 
the Senate endorsed as follows :—

Senate, June 1, 1867.
This bill having been returned by the Governor to the 

Senate, together with his objections thereto, the same was 
reconsidered and passed, said objections to the contrary 
notwithstanding, two-thirds of the members of the Senate 
present and voting thereon having voted in the affirmative; 
and the same is sent to the House for its consideration.

S. N. Gifford, Clerk.
The message of the Governor, containing his objections, 

was read, and without taking any action upon the bill, the 
House

Adjourned.
Afternoon Session.

Met according to adjournment.
Engrossed bills:
To authorize the city of Roxbury to procure a supply of 

water ;
Fixing the salaries of the county commissioners ;
Concerning railroads;
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives :)
Concerning Berkeley Street on the Back Bay ;
To change the place of meetings of the county commis

sioners of the county of Middlesex, and for other purposes ;
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;)
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate.
Engrossed resolves:
In favor of Frances E. Coggin ;
Concerning the Hutchinson papers ;
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;)
In relation to improvements and repairs of the state house ;
In favor of Elizabeth Evans ;
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives ;)
Were severally passed and signed and sent to the Senate.
Resolve in relation to the compensation of the door

keepers, messengers and pages of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, in 
concurrence, with amendments, came down, and was con
sidered, and the amendments were concurred in. 

co
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Bill to amend chapter 55 of the General Statutes, in rela
tion to limited partnerships, came from the Senate, that 
branch having non-concurred in the amendments of the 
House. The House voted to adhere, and the bill was 
returned to the Senate.

Resolve concerning the compensation of special justices 
of the police courts, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, 
came down, and was rejected.

Bill concerning the taxation of aqueduct corporations, 
came from the Senate, that branch having insisted on its 
amendment. The House voted to adhere to its non-concur
rence, and the bill was returned to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the committee on 
the Pay Roll was directed to make up the pay roll, includ
ing Monday, June 3.

The bill to unite the cities of Roxbury and Boston, was 
considered, the question being, Shall it pass, the objections 
of His Excellency the Governor to the contrary notwith
standing ?

And, in accordance with the constitution, the roll was 
called, and the yeas and nays were as follows :—

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Ball, Ballou, Barrows, 
Batchelder, Bedortha, Blood, Boynton, Brooks, Bryant, 
Burrage, Gande, Champney, Chase, Chisholm, A. J . Clark, 
H. M. Clarke, Codding, Converse, Corbin, Crittenden, 
Demond, Dickerman, Drew, English, Evans, Flinn, Pox, 
Gaylord, William T. Hall, Hapgood, A. Harding, Jr., Hath
away, Hawkes, Hebard, Heywood, Hollister, Hurd, Jewell, 
Kagwin, Moses Kimball, D. S. King, Lapham, Longley, 
Mason, Merrill, Alfred Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Daniel 
Needham, J. S. Needham, Nichols, Paine, Parker, Patch, 
B. P. Peirce, Pendegrast, Plumer, George W. Reed, Austin 
Rice, Edmund Rice, A. A. Sawyer, Sheldon, Slnirtleff, 
Spaulding, Stedman, P. J. Stevens, J. W. Stevens, Stott, 
Thacher, D. Thayer, Shepherd Thayer, W. W. Thayer, Til
ton, Waitt, Wardwell, A. K. Warner, White, Willis, With- 
erbee, Edwin Wright, Wyman—83.

Nays—Messrs. Aldrich, Andrews, Avery, Bartholomew, 
Bartlett, Barton, DeWitt C. Bates, Jacob Bates, Baxter, 
Bird, Botume, Bowker, Boyden, Bradley, Branning, George 
A. Brown, O. H. P. Brown, Brownell, Bullard, Buswell, 
Calkins, Carruthers, Center, Chipman, Coe, Conant, Cool- 
idge, Daly, Dana, Daniels, B. H. Davis, D. Davis, Dennett, 
Dill, Diman, Dodge, Dunham, Dunn, Emerson, Pay, Fen- 
nelly, Fisher, French, Gill, Gove, Gowing, Hale, H. R. 
Harding, Harris, Hart, Hartwell, Holcomb, Holland,
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Homer, Houghton, Howland, Hughes, R. Kimball, S. D. 
King, LeBaron, Leland, Livermore, Lothrop, Low, Macoy, 
Madden, Mansfield, March, Marston, Martin, May, McClel
lan, Mclntire, John Miller, Packard, Partridge, Peckham, 
E. Y. Perry, J. A. Perry, James Pierce, Pollard, Pratt, 
Prince, J. H. Putnam, S. Putnam, E. M. Reed, J. B. Reed, 
Richards, Rockwell, C. E. Rogers, E. H. Rogers, Russegue, 
Sawyer, Sewall, Sherman, Small, Sprague, G. W, Stacy, J. 
C. Stacy, Stearns, Swan, Edward Taylor, Tisdale, Tolman, 
Tuttle, Yose, Walker, Wallace, J . T. Warner, Warren, 
Wheeler, Whitcomb, Whitney, Williams, Wilson, Wood, 
Woodward, Woodwell, A. J. Wright, W. II. P. Wright, 
Winsor Wright—121.

Yeas, eighty-three ; nays, one hundred and twenty-one.
And two-thirds of the members present not having voted 

for the bill, it was rejected.
Mr. Jewell of Boston obtained leave to introduce a new 

bill to unite the cities of Boston and Roxbury ; which, under 
a suspension of rules, was read three times and passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

Engrossed bill concerning the salaries of certain clerks of 
the municipal court of the city of Boston, came up on its 
passage to be enacted, and was rejected.

Mr. Heywood of Concord, on leave, introduced a bill with 
the same title ; which, under a suspension of rules, was read 
three times and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence.

Resolve concerning the salaries of the justices and clerks 
of certain courts, passed to be engrossed in the ¡senate, came 
down, and was read and rejected.

Mr. Harris of Springfield, from the committee of confer
ence on the bill to incorporate the American Steam Fire 
Proof Safe Company, reported that the committee were not 
able to agree. The report was considered and accepted, 
and a motion to reconsider its acceptance refused.

Bill concerning the salaries of certain clerks of the muni
cipal court of the city of Boston, passed to be engrossed in 
the Senate, in concurrence, with an amendment, came 
down, and the amendment was concurred in.

Report of the committee of conference on the bill con
cerning the municipal court of the city of Boston, recom
mending that the Senate recede from its amendment at D, 
accepted in the Senate, came down, and was accepted in 
concurrence.

The following message was received from the Governor 
and read:—

Clerks of the
municipal
court.

Salaries.

Fire Proof 
Safe Co.

Clerks of 
municipal 
court.

Municipal
court.
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E xecutive Department, Boston, June 1,1867.
To the House of Representatives.

I feel constrained to return, without my approval, the bill 
entitled “ An Act fixing the salaries of Judges, Registers and 

’ Assistant-Registers of Probate and Insolvency, and for other 
purposes.”

This bill provides, in section 2, that no judge of probate 
and insolvency shall hold any office under the authority of 
the United States, or any law thereof, except that of Commis
sioner appointed by the Circuit Courts of the United States, 
under the Act of February 20tli, 1812 ; and the acceptance 
of any such office, or the discharge of its duties, unless the 
said judge of Probate and Insolvency shall resign his office 
of Register of Bankruptcy before this Act shall take effect, 
shall be held to be a resignation of his office of Judge.

The necessary effect of this bill is to render the office of 
judge of probate of wills incompatible with any office under 
the authority of the United States, or any law thereof, 
except that of commissioner.

The Constitution of Massachusetts establishes the office of 
judge of probate of wills; specifies certain other offices with 
which it shall be incompatible ; and provides that judges of 
probate shall hold their offices during good behavior, unless 
removed upon the address of both houses of the legislature.

It is not within the power of the legislature to provide 
that judges of probate shall be removed, otherwise than in 
accordance with the Constitution. This bill provides for a 
compulsory resignation of judges of probate, which is equiv
alent to a removal, on the grounds which seem to me insuffi
cient to justify such a requirement.

The Constitution provides but two modes of vacating the 
commissions of judicial officers against their w ill: First, by 
impeachment; second, by removal by the Governor, with 
consent of the Council, upon the address of both houses of 
the legislature. But this Act purports to create a third 
mode, viz.: by declaring the office vacant, under certain 
contingencies, against the will of the incumbent, by mere 
force of ordinary legislative enactment.

In addition to this ground of objection, which applies 
only to the office of judge of probate, there is an incongru
ity in the phraseology of the second section, which would 
compel me to withhold my assent to it in its present form. 
This section provides that the acceptance of any office under 
the authority of the United States, or any law thereof, shall 
be held to be a resignation of the office of judge, register or 
assistant-register of probate and insolvency, unless said
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judge, register or assistant-register of probate and insolvency 
shall resign his office of Register of Bankruptcy. The last 
clause of this provision seems to assume that the office 
which, is now to become incompatible with the other offices 
named, must necessarily be the office of Register of Bank
ruptcy, while the earlier clause of the same provision is 
general, and applies to all offices under the authority of 
the United States. Alexander H. Bullock.

The House proceeded to reconsider the bill, and the ques
tion being stated, Shall it pass, the objections of the Gov
ernor to the contrary notwithstanding ? the roll was called, 
and the yeas and nays taken, in obedience to the require
ment of the constitution, and the yeas and nays were as 
follows:

Yeas—None.
Nays—Messrs. Aldrich, Allen, Avery, Ball, Ballou, Bar

ker, Barrows, Bartholomew, Baxter, Bedortha, Bird, Blood,
Bowker, Boyden, Boynton, Branning, Brooks, G. A. Brown,
Bryant, Bullard, Burrage, Buswell, Calkins, Cande, Carru- 
thers, Center, Champney, Codding, Converse, Coolidge,
Daly, Dana, B. H. Davis, D. Davis, Demond, Dickerman,
Dill, Dodge, Dunn, Fennelly, Flinn, Fox, French, Gill,
Gowing, W. T. Hall, Hapgood, H. R. Harding, Harris,
Hawkes, Hebard, Heywood, Holcomb, Holland, Homer,
Hooker, Houghton, Howland, Jewell, Kagwin, M. Kimball,
R. Kimball, D. S. King, S. D. King, Lapham, Livermore,
Longley, Lothrop, Macoy, Madden, Mansfield, March, Mar
tin, May, Merrill, Mitchell, D. Needham, Packard, Parker,
Parsons, Partridge, Patch, Peckham, B. F. Peirce, Pende- 
grast, J. Pierce, Plumer, Pollard, J . B. Reed, Richards,
C. E. Rogers, E. H. Rogers, A. A. Sawyer, E. Sawyer,
Sheldon, Sherman, Slmrtleff, Small, Sprague, G. IV. Stacy,
Stedmau, F. J . Stevens, J. W. Stevens, Stott, Edward Tay
lor, Tolman, Yose, Waitt, J. T. Warner, Warren, Whitcomb,
Whitney, Wilson, Witlierbee, W ood, “Woodward, A. J. Wright,
E. Wright, W. H. P. Wright, Winsor Wright—120.

And two-thirds of the members present not having voted 
for the bill, it was rejected.

Mr. Bartholomew of Southbridge, from the committee on 
Salaries, reported a new bill with the same title ; which, 
under a suspension of rules, was read three times, and 
passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence.

Engrossed bills : nuis passed.
Concerning clam b a it;
To incorporate the New Bedford and Boston Telegraph 

Company;
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To establish and define the boundary line between Taun
ton and Lakeville;

In relation to the transmission of despatches by telegraph 
companies and associations;

In addition to an act to enable the city of Boston to abate 
a nuisance therein, and for the preservation of the public 
health in said city ;

To increase the salaries of district-attorneys and of the 
constable of the Commonwealth ;

Fixing the salaries of sheriffs;
Concerning the carrying of the mails of the United States 

by railroad corporations ;
For the improvement of the harbor of Boston and the 

Commonwealth’s flats therein;
Concerning the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corpora

tion, and the Eastern and Fitchburg Railroad Companies;
Concerning the municipal court of the city of Boston;
Concerning the salaries of certain clerks of the municipal 

court of the city of Boston ;
To unite the cities of Boston and Roxbury;
Fixing the salaries of judges, registers and assistant- 

registers of probate and insolvency;
(Which severally originated in the House of Representa

tives ;)
Authorizing the Sheffield Railroad Company to lease its 

road, and for other purposes;
To regulate fisheries;
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;)
Were severally passed to be enacted, and signed and sent 

to the Senate.
Engrossed resolves:
Fixing the compensation of members of the Legislature, 

the chaplains, and the members of the Executive Council, 
and of the assistant-clerks of the Legislature;

(Which originated in the Senate ;)
Authorizing the purchase of a bust of Abraham Lincoln;
In relation to repairs of the state house;
Concerning the salaries of the justices of the superior 

court;
In relation to the Commonwealth’s flats near South Boston ;
In relation to the compensation of the door-keepers, mes

sengers and pages of the Senate and House of Representa
tives ;

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa
tives ;)

Were severally passed, and signed and sent to the Senate
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Report, leave to withdraw, on petition of voters of Ipswich Ipswich, 
concerning fishways in Ipswich river, accepted in the Senate, 
came down, and was accepted in concurrence.

Report of the committee on Prisons, relative to the con- Prisons, 
dition of the prisons of the Commonwealth, accepted in the 
Senate, came down and was accepted in concurrence.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Clerks of the two Manual, 
branches cause to be prepared and printed, before the meet
ing of the next General Court, two thousand copies of so 
much of the Legislative Manual as may be practicable, on 
the general plan of the present year.

The following message was received from the Governor: Message.
E xecutive D epartment, Boston, June 1, 1867.

To the House of Representatives.
An act has been laid before me for my revisal, entitled,

“ An act for the improvement of the harbor of Boston, and flats, 

the Commonwealth’s flats therein.” w harf co
Reaching me only during these closing hours of the ses

sion of the General Court, I am unable, without delaying 
your final adjournment, to give such consideration as under 
other circumstances I should desire, to objections which 
suggest themselves to certain provisions therein contained.

I refer to section four of said act, whereby certain license 
and authority, heretofore conferred on the Boston Wharf 
Company, is revoked.

I entertain doubts of the constitutional right of the Gen
eral Court to effect this revocation.

I have not the opportunity, at this hour of the session, 
to inform myself concerning these doubts sufficiently to 
enable me to return the act, with my objections in writing, 
to the General Court.

As said company may obtain protection from the su
preme judicial court against unconstitutional legislation; 
and as the other sections of the act contain provisions of 
great public importance, to which I have no objection, I 
have therefore signed the bill.

But I consider that the circumstances under which I 
have thus affixed to it my signature, require me to make 
this official statement of them to the House of Representa
tives, in which the act originated.

Alexander II. Bullock.
It was ordered that the message be sent to the Senate for 

its information, and also be printed and placed on the files
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of the House; and the Clerk was charged with a message 
placing the paper in the hands of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Coolidge of Boston,—
Ordered, That the Clerk cause to be printed and bound 

five hundred copies of the Journal of the House for the 
present session, with an index, and such notes and ref
erences as may be necessary, and the statistical register of 
the executive and legislative departments, and that one 
copy be sent to eacli member of the present Legislature, 
thirty copies be placed at the disposal of the Speaker and 
Clerk, three copies be placed in the state library, and each 
of the lobbies and committee rooms be supplied in like 
manner as they are now supplied with other documents of 
the Senate and House. The remaining copies shall be 
placed in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
The Clerk is hereby excused from the preparation of a writ
ten duplicate for the state library, and shall receive the sum 
of one hundred dollars in full compensation for copying the 
journal for the press, and superintending the printing of 
the same.

On motion of Mr. Jewell of Boston,—
Ordered, That the various petitions now on the table 

concerning bounties ; the Sheffield Railroad Company ; the 
observance of the Lord’s day; the Boston, Hartford and 
Erie Railroad; the union of Boston and Roxbury; the 
annexation of a part of Taunton to Lakeville; the Pen- 
tucket Navigation Company; the consolidation of the Wor
cester and Western Railroads ; the Homoeopathic College ; 
and the license law, be taken from the table and placed on 
file with the bills or reports to which they respectively 
belong.

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, 
reported a bill in further addition to an act making appro
priations to meet certain expenditures authorized the pres
ent year, and for other purposes ; which, under a suspension 
of rules, was read three times, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence. Afterwards, this bill, en
grossed, was passed to be enacted, and signed and sent to 
the Senate.

The Speaker appointed the following committees —
Under the resolve in relation to the Commonwealth flats 

near South Boston: Messrs. Bird of Walpole, Stone of 
New Bedford, Plumer of Boston, Heywood of .Concord, 
Stockbridge of Hadley, and Evans of West Roxbury.
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Under the order for a committee to sit during the recess 
and report a plan for maintaining Charles River and Warren 
bridges : Messrs. Branning of Lee, Sherman of Lowell, Bur- 
rage of Boston, Sheldon of Deerfield, and Kimball of Lynn.

On motion of Mr. Bird of Walpole, the Speaker was 
authorized to fill vacancies in these committees.

Mr. Coolidge of Boston being in the chair, Mr. Avery of 
Braintree offered the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the thanks of the House be tendered to 
the Hon. James M. Stone, the Speaker, for the uniform 
urbanity and courtesy which has marked his intercourse 
with the members, and for the able and impartial manner in 
which he has discharged the arduous duties of his position.

Resolved, That the House tender to him their earnest 
wishes for his continued prosperity and happiness.

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to, and having 
been presented by Mr. Coolidge to the Speaker, he said:

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives,—I have no 
words to adequately render the thanks I feel for the kind 
expressions of your judgment upon my discharge of the 
functions of the office to which your votes called me, and 
the sentiments of personal regard contained in the resolu
tions, and enforced by so many cordial and complimentary 
utterances. Especially I am thankful for the kindly 
courtesy and hearty expressions of friendship, with which 
the gentleman from Braintree prefaced his introduction of 
the resolutions.

When I first took the Speaker’s chair, in some measure 
aware of my own deficiencies, I knew that it would be 
impossible for me, as indeed for any one, to perform its 
duties successfully, or to the satisfaction of the House, 
without having the confidence and co-operation of the 
members. During this my second term in the office, I have, 
from fuller experience, seen yet more clearly my own fail
ings, and my dependence for success upon the kind forbear
ance, generous confidence, and constant co-operation which 
have ever been extended towards me, and have rendered 
my duties comparatively easy and pleasant. For any short
comings or asperities of manner in the performance of the 
duties of the Chair, I feel assured from your kind utterances 
to-night, that I am forgiven.

The session has been long and arduous. Seldom if ever 
have so many questions of large importance demanded the 
attention of the Legislature. These questions have all been 
disposed of as judged best by the representatives of the 

61

Thanks to 
the Speaker.
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people after laborious examination by committees, and after 
careful consideration and discussions, which have been 
remarkable for ability and thoroughness.

Complaints are annually repeated of the length of the 
session of the Legislature, and this session, somewhat longer 
than the average of past years, receives its share of this 
criticism. These complaints arise mainly from a want of 
knowledge of the great amount of work which is here per
formed, and they are the most clamorous from those who 
know the least of the duties and labors of this body. As I 
am about to retire from the halls of legislation, as I hope 
and believe for the remainder of my days, and from all pub
lic service, except the performance of the duties which your 
votes have already imposed upon me, I will venture to 
make a suggestion, which as an active participant in the 
business of the House I should be reluctant to bring forward, 
lest my motives should be misunderstood as having relation 
to paifeonal gratification rather than the public interest. I 
think it would be a wise and useful measure to provide for 
reporting and publishing the proceedings of the Legislature, 
giving in a condensed form the spirit of the debates. It is 
well known that the newspaper press generally give but 
mere skeleton reports of the proceedings, from which the 
people can derive no true conception of the amount of the 
labors or of the faithfulness of their representatives. I feel 
assured that the public would be better satisfied with the 
work of the Legislature if they could get a better knowledge 
of it by such a publication as I have suggested. And such 
abuses as may require reform would then be reached by the 
great corrector in republican government, an enlightened 
public opinion, which would take the place of the blind and 
ineffectual attacks of an unintelligent and indiscriminate 
clamor.

The sessions of the Massachusetts Legislature cannot be 
fairly judged by any standard of length derived from the 
legislatures of other states. This House exceeds in num
bers every legislative body in the United States, save one. 
It is composed of the intelligent representatives of an active 
and enterprising people, engaged in a great variety oî  
employments. No state in the Union—no community of 
like numbers on the face of the globe, has so great a diver
sity of industries and variety of interests to be cared lor and 
encouraged by legislation as Massachusetts. We have an 
important agricultural interest; a fishing interest, with sev
eral great branches, comprising the sea and river fisheries; 
a commerce which extends its wings across the sea for the
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markets of the world, and its internal connections by rail
road and river, reaching to all parts of the continent; an 
untold diversity of manufacturing and mechanical indus
tries ; and railroads intersecting each other in all directions 
and furnishing facilities for travel to almost every town in 
the state, and often involving conflicting interests. All 
these interests and industries, demanding more or less of 
special legislative supervision and aid, together with the 
care required by the educational and charitable institutions, 
constitute a complicated condition of social life, and call for 
an amount and variety of legislation, which is unknown in 
other states where the range of enterprise is far less exten
sive. The people come before the Legislature with their 
petitions upon all these interests, and have a right to be 
heard. Unless the people of the state choose to refer the 
subjects of their petitions to permanent bureaus or depart
ments, instead of having them decided by the direct action 
of their representatives in the^ General Court, they ought 
not to expect our sessions to be shortened to the standard 
of other states.

A fact which gives me especial satisfaction, is that I have 
had the good fortune to preside over the House of Repre
sentatives in which for the first time in the history of legis
lative bodies in the United States, in its membership the 
great truth has been practically recognized, that God “ hath 
made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the 
face o-f the earth.” Massachusetts has tints given an exam
ple to all of the states of the Union and to the nations of 
the world, not only that all men are entitled to freedom and 
equal civil rights, but that all men are politically equal.

I must not forget to acknowledge my obligations to my 
long-time friend, the Clerk of the House, whose familiar
ity with the duties of his office and with the course of pro
cedure in the business of the House, and whose prompt and 
cheerful aid on all occasions have added so much to the 
ease of my own position and to the convenience and comfort 
of the members of the House. I also render my own hearty 
thanks, and will assume to tender thanks in behalf of the 
members of the House, to the efficient and courteous Assist
ant-Clerk, and to the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the other 
officers of the House, for the very acceptable manner in 
which they have performed the duties of their several 
offices.

In conclusion, I renew my thanks to the members of the 
House, for their kindness and forbearance, their confidence 
and co-operation, and I assure each individual member that
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my earnest wishes will go with him for his health, prosperity 
and happiness.

On motion of Mr. Dana of Cambridge,—
Ordered, That a committee of five members of the 

House, with such as the Senate may join, be appointed to 
wait upon the Governor, and inform him that the two 
branches have passed upon all the public business necessary 
to be acted upon at the present session, and to request him, 
with the advice and consent of the Council, to prorogue 
them to the Tuesday next preceding the first Wednesday 
of January next.

And Messrs. Dana of Cambridge, Davis of Edgartown, 
Daly of Boston, Bryant of Fairhaven, and Ball of Holyoke, 
were appointed the committee on the part of the House.

Sent up to be joined.
Afterwards, Mr. Dana, from the committee, reported that 

they had attended to their duty, and that the Governor was 
pleased to say that he would forthwith consult with the 
Council, and afterwards communicate with the House 
through the Secretary of the Commonwealth. His Excel
lency further desired the committee to convey to the House 
his congratulations upon the termination of the long, ardu
ous and successful session, and his wishes for a safe and 
happy return of the members to their homes.

And at ten o’clock, P. M., the Secretary was announced, 
and he delivered a message from His Excellency the- Gov
ernor, stating that he had approved three hundred and fifty- 
nine bills, and ninety-three resolves, and that, in accordance 
with the request of the two Houses, it was his pleasure to 
prorogue the General Court to the Tuesday next preceding 
the first Wednesday of January next.

And the General Court having been thus prorogued, the 
members of the House separated.


