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(Toinniontocitlí!] of I t lassaclraset ís . 

H O U S E OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S , March 5,1873. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House cause to be printed, for the 
use of the members, one thousand (1,000) copies of the Journal of 
the House of the late special session. 

CHAS. H. TAYLOR, Clerk. 



Contiuonhmtitj} of |$ lassa i{msfffs . 

A P R O C L A M A T I O N . 
Whereas, It is provided by the Constitution of the Commonwealth 

that the Governor, with advice of Council, shall have full power and 
authority, during the recess of the General Court, to call it together 
sooner than the time to which it may be adjourned or prorogued, if 
the welfare of the Commonwealth shall require the same; 

And whereas, I am officially advised by the unanimous action of 
its municipal government, and a large committee of its most eminent 
citizens, that the recent fire in Boston has, in their judgment, rendered 
certain measures of state legislation imperatively neeessarv: 

Now, therefore, believing that the emergency contemplated by the 
Constitution has occurred, I do issue this my Proclamation to the 
members of the General Court, calling them to assemble at the State 
House, in Boston, on Tuesday, the 19th day of November instant, at 
twelve o'clock, noon, to take such steps and act upon such matters as 
may be deemed expedient in consequence of the great calamity wliich 
has suddenly fallen upon the chief city of our Commonwealth. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston, this twelfth day of No-
vember, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two. 

WILLIAM B. WASHBURN. 
By His Excellency the Governor, with advice of Council. 

O L I V E R W A R X E E , 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 



J O U R N A L . 

On this Tuesday, the nineteenth day of November, in Preliminary 
the year 1872, at 12 o'clock, noon, in pursuance of the K m z a " 
foregoing proclamation, the members of the House of 
Representatives assembled in the Representatives' chamber 
in the State House, in Boston, and were called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Hanson of Peabody, a 
member of the House. 

The proclamation of His Excellency the Governor was 
read. 

On motion of Air. Washburn of Boston,— 
Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate to inform 

that branch that the House has assembled, and is ready to 
proceed to business. 

And Mr. Washburn was charged with the message. 
A message was in turn received from the Senate, an-

nouncing that that branch had assembled, and was ready to 
proceed to business. 

Ordered, in concurrence, that Messrs. Frost and Woods Organiza. 
of the Senate, and Messrs. Stedman of Boston, Corliss of t I o n ' 
Gloucester, Fairbanks of Fall River, Ross of Ilolden, and 
Hersey of Chelsea, of the House, be a committee to wait 
upon the Governor, and inform him that the two branches 
of the Legislature have assembled in pursuance of his 
proclamation, and are in readiness to receive such commu-
nication as it may be his pleasure to make to them. 

Afterwards, Mr. Stedman from the committee reported 
that they had attended to the duty assigned to them, and 
that the Governor would wait upon the two branches, and 
address them in person. 



On motion of Mr. Breed of Lynn,— 
Joint con- Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, propos-
i t i o n . j Q g a j ( ) j n t C 0 m r e n t i 0 I 1 forthwith, for the purpose of receiv-

ing such communication as the Governor may see fit to 
make. 

And a message was in turn received from the Senate, 
announcing the concurrence of that branch in this propo-
sition. 

The Senate then came in, and, the two branches being 
in convention, a committee consisting of Messrs. Learnard 
and Noble of the Senate, and Messrs. Phillips of Salem, 
Bacon of Lawrence, Palmer of Boston, Packard of Boston, 
and Harris of Charlestown, of the House, was appointed 
to wait upon the Governor, and inform him that the Senate 
and House in convention assembled are ready to receive 
such communication as he may be pleased to make to 
them. 

Address ty The committee having attended to this duty, the Gov-
ernor and Council came in, and His Excellency proceeded 
to deliver an address. 

After which, His Excellency and the Council withdrew, 
and the convention was dissolved and the Senate returned 
to its chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Cogswell of Yarmouth,— 
Ordered, That the address of His Excellency be referred 

to a joint special committee, to consist of five members on 
the part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, 
to consider and report in what manner its recommendations 
may best be prepared for tho consideration of the two 
branches, and the business of the special session disposed 
of. 

And Messrs. Cogswell of Yarmouth, Kimball of Boston, 
Thompson of Gloucester, Baldwin of Worcester, and 
Anderson of Lowell were appointed. Sent up to be joined. 
Came back concurred, and with Messrs. Torrey andTarbox 
of the Senate joined. 

Afterwards, Mr. Cogswell from the committee reported, 
recommending that so much of the address as relates 
to a municipal loan of the city of Boston be referred to a 
joint special committee; so much as relates to matters 
connected with insurance to a joint special committee, 
and so much as relates to a Building Act, streets and 

His Excel-lency the Governor. 

Committee on the Governor's address. 

Reference of the Governor's address. 



grades to a joint special committee, each of said commit-
tees to consist of three members on the part of the Senate 
and seven on the part of the House. 

The report was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 
And, the report having been accepted in concurrence, 

sundry orders, namely :— 
Appointing Messrs. Jacobs, Fuller and Ames as the 

committee on the Municipal Loan of the City of Boston; Boston. 
And Messrs. Richardson, Whitney of Norfolk, and insurance. 

Smith, on the committee relating to matters of Insurance ; 
And Messrs. Torrey, Boardman and Carpenter as the Bunamg 

committee on the Building Ac t ; 
Came down and were concurred in, and the Speaker 

took time for the appointment of the House portions of 
the several committees. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That so much of the Governor's address as o f 

relates to the payment of the militia be referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That one thousand extra copies of the Gov- Printing the , t t , . . 1 Governor's ernor s address be printed. address. 
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the fifteenth and sixteenth of the joint Suspension 

rules of the two Houses be suspended for the session. ruies. 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills: 
Concerning insurance companies ; wmplSies. 
To incorporate the Massachusetts Mutual Insurance Mass. ^ Mutual. 

Company; 
To increase the guarantee capital of the Traders' and Traders aiid 

Mechanics' Insurance Company ; iS? c?!08' 
To amend the first section of chapter 224 of the Acts of 

the year 1862, " to levy taxes on certain insurance com-
panies, and on depositors in savings banks " ; 

Severally introduced on leave in the Senate, and referred 
by that branch to the standing committee on Insurance, 
came down, and leave was granted to introduce the same ; 
but the House non-concurred in the reference to said 
committee, and referred the bills to the special com-



Suffolk Ins. Co. 
Shoe and Leather Ins. Co. 
Neptune Fire and Marine Ins. Co. 

mittee on so much of the Governor's address as relates 
to Insurance. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
The several petitions of— 
James H. Lunt and others, to be incorporated as the 

Suffolk Insurance Company; 
John C. xlbbott and others, to be incorporated as the 

Shoe and Leather Insurance Company; and 
Isaac Thacher and others, to be incorporated as the 

Neptune Fire and Marine Insurance Company ; 
Came from the Senate, having been referred by that 

branch to the standing committee on Insurance, and the 
House non-concurred, and referred the same to the special 
committee. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
The petition of John II. Stark and others, to be incor-

porated as the Homestead Insurance Company, came from 
the Senate, referred to the standing committee, and was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. Carney of Boston presented the petition of the 
mayor of Boston for an amendment of the Building Act, 
which was referred to the committee on that subject. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston on leave introduced a bill in 
addition to the Act to provide for the regulation and in-
spection of buildings, the more effectual prevention of fire, 
and the better preservation of life and property in Boston, 
which was read and referred to the same committee. 

Mr. Codman of Boston on leave introduced a bill to 
incorporate the Boston Merchants' Exchange, which was 
read and referred to the same committee. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston presented the petition of the 
city of Boston for an act to authorize said city to issue 
bonds in aid of the sufferers by the late fire, which was 
referred to the committee on the Municipal Loan. 

Mr. Quincy of Boston on leave introduced a bill to en-
able the city of Boston to make and issue its bonds for 
certain purposes, which was read and referred to the same 
committee. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Firemen's Mr. Kimball of Boston presented the petition of S. G. 
Fire ins. Co. j > 0 g c r s a n ( j 0 t l a C r s , to lie incorporated as the Firemen's 

Fire Insurance Company. 

Homestead Ins. Co. 

Building Act. 

Bill relative to inspec-tion of buildings, 
&c. 

Boston Merchants' Exchange. 

Issue of bonds by Boston in aid of the sufferers from the Are. 



Also, the petition of Elisha Whitney and others, to be Boston 
incorporated as the Boston National Insurance Company. f n a 8 ° ^ 

Also, the petition of Samuel Gould and others, to be Manufactur-
incorporated as the Manufacturers' Fire and Marine Insur- Marine6 a n < 1 

ance Company. I l 1 8 , C o -

Also, the petition of Joseph W . Balch and others, to be Boyiston 
incorporated as the Boyiston Mutual Insurance Company, 

Also, the petition of Isaac Sweetser and others, to be Washington 
incorporated as the Washington Fire and Marine Insur- Sarin?1 

ance Company. I l l s - C o -
Also, the petition of Franklin Greene and others, to be PreBcott 

incorporated as the Prescott Insurance Company. 
Also, the petition of Arthur W . Ilobart and others, to Benefit Fire 

be incorporated as the Benefit Fire Insurance Company. I n B ' ° 0 ' 
Also, the petition of the New England Mutual Insurance N. E. Mut. 

Company, for an amendment of its charter. I n s ' ° 0 ' 
Mr. Codman of Boston presented the petition of George f n " o t C o 

A. Curtis and others, to be incorporated as the Eliot In-
surance Company. 

Mr. Benton of Brookline, the petition of A. II . Bean and Faneui iHaii 
others, to be incorporated as the Faneuil Hall Fire Insur- F i r e I l l 8 - C o -
ance Company. 

Mr. Hill of Boston, the petition of Albert Bowker and North 
others, to be incorporated as the North American Insur- i^co!" 1 

ance Company. 
Mr. Harris of Charlestown, the petition of Abraham Franklin 

Jackson and others, to be incorporated as the Franklin MM^ 
Fire and Marine Insurance Company. I n s - C o ' 

Mr. Cressy of Beverly, the petition of the Beverly In- Beverly 
surance Company, for an amendment of its charter. I n 8 " C o ' 

These petitions were severally referred to the committee 
on so much of the Governor's address as relates to Insur-
ance, and severally sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Stedman of Boston presented the petition of W m . Boston, 
T. Hart and others, trustees in possession of the Boston, S " 
Hartford and Erie Railroad, for leave to extend the tracks 
of said road into the burned district, which was referred 
to the committee on Railways. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petition of the standing com- oid south 
mittee of the Old South Society, for an amendment of S o c i e t y ' 
their charter, which was referred to the committee on 
Parishes and Religious Societies. 

Mr. Carney of Boston, the petition of the Emigrant Sav- Emigrant 
ings Bank for an amendment to its charter, so as to make B S T 
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its present location according to law, which was referred 
to the committee 011 Banks and Banking. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Abbott of Maiden,— 
Ordered, That the committee on so much of the Gov-

ernor's address as relates to Insurance consider the expe-
diency of reporting a bill for the better protection of par-
ties who have reasonable cause to suppose that they are 
insured—either that property be insured by the State, by 
cities or towns; or by authorizing the formation of insur-
ance companies under general laws ; or by 

Q-eneral law for incorpo-ration of Ins. Cos. 
Insurance risks. 

Mechanics' Mut. Ins. Co. 

Tlio 15th & 16th joint rules. 

Hour of meeting. 

limiting the 
amounts of risks by any company in any city or town; by 
limiting the percentage of dividends to _ be declared; by 
making the private property of stockholders liable; or by 
any other means wheceby the public shall have cause to 
feel that they are reasonably protected after having parted 
with their money for that purpose in good faith. 

On motion of Mr. Towne of Fitchburg,— 
Ordered, That tlio same committee consider the expedi-

ency of passing a general law for the incorporation of 
insurance companies. 

Also, that the same committee consider the expediency 
of providing by law for some limitation of insurance risks, 
so that the amount taken or held by any insurance com-
pany authorized to do business in this Commonwealth, in 
any city or town, or in any fire district regularly estab-
lished in such city or town, shall at no time exceed the 
assets of such company. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Mr. Patch of Boston on leave introduced a bill to incor-

porate the Mechanics' Mutual Insurance Company, which 
was read and referred to the committee on so much of the 
Governor's address as relates to Insurance. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Mr. Croak of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the order suspending the 15th and 16th 
joint rules was adopted. The motion was placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Winslow of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the House will meet at 11 o'clock, A.M., 

until otherwise ordered. 
Adjourned. 



W E D N E S D A Y , November 20, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 
On motion of Mr. Shaw of Boston the reading of the Reading of 

journal was dispensed with. dispensed31 

•witn. The motion to reconsider the vote by which the order The ir,th 
was adopted to suspend the 15th and 16th of the joint ^¿"Ses. 
rules was rejected. 

Mr. F . W. Lincoln of Boston presented the petition of Union Ex-
the Boston Board of Trade for a renewal of the charter of c h a n g e C o ' 
the Union Exchange Company of Boston, which was re-
ferred to the committee on the Building Act. 

Mr. Cushing of Newbuiyport, the petition of John A. Merchants' 
Lowell and others, to be incorporated as the Merchants' Ma?ii!ed 

Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Boston, which I n s - C o -
was referred to the special committee on Insurance. 

Mr. Quincy of Boston, the petition of D . Iv. Cross and GAIEOF 
others, for a law prohibiting the discharge of fire-crackers fl^o^8-
in Boston, and regulating the sale of fireworks, which was 
referred to the committee on the Building Act. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Mr. Cogswell of Yarmouth on leave introduced a re- stereotype 

solve relating to the stereotype plates of the General J^steta! 0 

Statutes and Supplements, which was read and referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

The Speaker appointed the following committees, join- Appoint-
ing them to the Senate members appointed yesterday :— joSt epcciai 

committees. On the Municipal Loan of the City of Boston.— Messrs. 
Kimball of Boston, Thompson of Gloucester, Upham of 
Spencer, Folsom of Lowell, Brown of Adams, Quincy of 
Boston, Bancroft of Ayer. 

On the Building Act, Streets and Grades.—Messrs. 
Cogswell of Yarmouth, F . W . Lincoln of Boston, Parker 
of Lancaster, Corliss of Gloucester, Arnold of Northamp-
ton, Cornell of New Bedford, White of Plymouth. 

On Matters of Insurance.—Messrs. Barnard of Worces-
ter, Towne of Fitchburg, Adams of Hyde Park, Bacon of 
Lawrence, Benton of Brookline, Cushing of Newburyport, 
Stanwood of Boston. 



Tributes of respect to deceased members. Alfred B. Ely of Newton. 

Wm. n. Thomas of Foxbor-ough. 

John W. Blaney of Lynn. 

On motion of Mr. Winslow of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the House will meet to-morrow at two 

o'clock, P . M. 
Mr. Winslow of Newton offered the following resolu-

tions :— 
Resolved, That in the death of Alfred B. Ely of New-

ton, a member of this body, we are reminded of the un-
certainty of life, the mutability of human affairs, and our 
dependence upon Divine power. 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. Ely the Common-
wealth has lost a faithful servant, of clear insight and 
mature judgment on public affairs; this body, one of its 
most intelligent and conscientious members ; and his asso-
ciates a friend, respected and well-beloved by all; whose 
rare qualities of mind and heart will long be remembered 
and emulated by us. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans-
mitted to the family 'of the deceased, with assurances of 
our sympathy with them in their great bereavement. 

Mr. Towne of Fitchburg offered the following :— 
The House of Representatives, in special session as-

sembled, desiring to pay its tribute of respect to the mem-
ory of William H. Thomas of Foxborough, late represen-
tative from the twelfth Norfolk district, Resolves,— 

That in the death of William H. Thomas, the House 
loses an efficient and capable member ; the Commonwealth 
a faithful servant and clear-sighted legislator, and his con-
stituency a representative whose integrity and devotion to 
the right had won for him a commanding position of influ-
ence. 

That we bow in humble submission to the Divine will, 
in accordance with which all things are ordered aright. 

That we tender to the family and relatives of our de-
ceased brother our heartfelt sympathy with them in the 
bereavement, which we feel to be ours as well as theirs. 

That a copy of these resolutions' bo sent to the widow 
of the deceased, and that they be entered upon the records 
of the session. 

Mr. Breed of Lynn offered the following: 
Whereas, the dispensation of Divine Providence has 

removed from life John W . Blaney, late a member of this 
House, and one who by his integrity, uprightness and de-



votion to every trust , bad secured a deserved influence in 
its deliberations,— 

Resolved, That we hereby testify to our appreciation of 
all those qualities of mind and heart which won for him 
our constant respect and esteem. 

Resolved, That we tender to the family of the deceased 
the assurance of our earnest sympathy in their irreparable 
loss ; and that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted 
to them. 

Mr. Abbott of Maiden offered the following : 
Resolved, That upon re-assembling within these walls, it 

is with unfeigned sorrow that we miss from the roll-call, ofBed&rd. 
and from his seat, the familiar name and face of William 
M. Ashby, of the twenty-first Middlesex district, resident 
of Bedford. 

Resolved, That while we bow to the will of God, who 
doeth all things well, we recognize in this event and be-
reavement a public as well as a social affliction. 

Resolved, That we are not unmindful of the fact that, in 
his connection with this body, we had learned to respect 
his many virtues and to revere his memory ; and that in 
his death the State has lost a valuable and exemplary 
servant. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans-
mitted to the family of the deceased, and entered upo'n 
the journal of the House. 

Resolved, As a further token of respect to the memory 
of those of our number embraced in this and similar reso-
lutions, the House do now adjourn. 

After remarks by the gentlemen who oifered the resolu-
tions, and also by Mr. Washburn of Boston, the resolu-
tions were adopted and the House immediately adjourned. 

THURSDAY, November 21, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Gardner of Swansea, the reading of 

the journal was dispensed with. 
Mr. Root of Montague presented the petition of Na- Turner's 

thaniel Gilmore and others, of that town, for an act to con- district* 
firm certain proceedings relating to the Turner's Falls fire 



district, which was referred to the special committee on 
Insurance. 

Atins Mat. Mr. Stedman of Boston, the petition of John P. Tread-
co." n s ' well and others, to be incorporated as the Atlas Mutual 

Fire Insurance Company, which was referred to the same 
committee. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Removal of Mr. Towne of Fitchburg on leave introduced a bill to 
s c u m . " g i v e to the city council of Boston authority to remove 

the Coliseum building, which was under a suspension of 
the rules read three times, and passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Compensa- Mr. Merritt of Springfield on leave introduced a reso-
members. lution in relation to the compensation of members during 

the special session of the legislature, which was read and 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

o/trTcks15 Phi l ips Salem, from the committee 011 Railways, 
t h e i s i H . ° & to whom was referred the petition of the trustees of the 
E . R . K . Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad Company, reported a 

bill to authorize the temporary extension of the tracks of 
said road in the city of Boston. Read and ordered to a second reading. © 

On motion of Mr. Osborne of East Bridgewater,— 
• Ordered, That the House meet to-morrow at two 

o'clock, P . M. 
Papers from the Senate. 

insurance Ordered, In concurrence, that the special committee on 
Insurance be authorized to report such amendments to the 
laws relating to Insurance as they may deem necessary. 

Dividends Ordered, In concurrence, that the same committee con-
by ins. cos. sider and report upon the expediency of providing by law 

a limit to the dividends which may "be declared by insur-
ance companies incorporated by this Commonwealth. 

Betterment The petition of the mayor of Boston for an amendment 
of the Betterment Act ; and 

b i n d i n g s 0 ' T h e petition of the mayor of Boston for an act making 
in Boston, additional provisions in relation to the erection of build-

ings ; and 
A Bill making additional regulations on this subject 

(introduced 011 leave in the Senate), were severally're-
ferred in concurrence to the committee 011 the Building Act. 

Adjourned. 



FRIDAY, November 22, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. Kimball of Boston presented the remonstrance of ^J,^™11' 

Joseph Ballard and others, against the petition for leave 
to lease the Old South Church; and 

The remonstrance of Charles Francis Adams and others, Do. 
against closing the Old South as a place of divine worship, 
or the destruction of the edifice. 

Severally referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

Mr. Baldwin of Worcester, the petition of Henry Cha- f n e ° p ^ 9 

pin and others, to be incorporated as the People's Insurance 
Company of Worcester, which was referred to the special 
committee on Insurance. 

Mr. Newell of Boston on leave introduced a bill to 
guarantee insurance by Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, companies, 
which was read and referred to the same committee. 

Mr. Washburn of Boston presented the petition of W m . o f 

Evans and others, captains in the 1st Regt. of Infantry, to 
be remunerated for losses of clothing, &c., consequent on 
the late fire in Boston, which was referred to the commit-
tee on Military Afiairs. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Quincy of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Additional ' t 1 -i /» . • references 

the expediency of providing by law tor incorporating m j°|;nth® ta ts 

the new stereotype plates of the General Statutes, replac-
ing those destroyed, references to subsequent legislation 
and judicial decisions. 

On motion of Mr. Gardner of Swansea,— 
Ordered, That when the House adjourns it adjourn to 

meet at two o'clock, P . M., on Monday. 
Mr. Cogswell of Yarmouth, from the committee on the 5°csr'!]"ints, 

Building Act, &c., to whom was referred the Bill to incor- Exchange, 
porate the Boston Merchants' Exchange, reported that it 
ought to pass. Ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Parker of Lancaster, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of the Boston Board of 
Trade for the renewal of the charter of the Union Exchange 



Company, reported leave to withdraw. Placed in the 
orders of the day for Monday. 

?fflre a r g e M r - Corliss of Gloucester, from the same committee, to 
crackers, whom was referred the petition of D. K. Cross and others, 

for a law prohibiting the discharge of fire-crackers in Bos-
ton, &c., reported leave to withdraw. The report was 
considered and accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

Hartford & V" m o t i o u o f M r - Cogswell of Yarmouth, the bill to 
Erie R. It. authorize the temporary extension of the tracks of the 

Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad in the city of Boston 
was discharged from the orders of the day, and recommit-
ted to the committee on Railways. 

Adjourned. 

Drainage and water-supply in Boston. 

State print ers. 

Insurance. 

State system of insurance. 
Beverly Ins. Co. 

M O N D A Y , November 2 5 , 1 8 7 2 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. F . W. Lincoln of Boston on leave introduced a 

bill to provide for a commission 011 the subject of the 
drainage and water-supply of Boston and its vicinity; 
which was read and referred to the committee on thè 
Building Act, &c., and sent up for concurrence. 
_ Mr. Loring of Fitchburg on leave introduced a resolve 

for the relief of the state printers ; which was read and re-
ferred to the committee 011 Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott of Maiden, 
Ordered, That the special committee on Insurance con-

sider the expediency of reporting a bill to prevent insur-
ance companies from forming or continuing combinations 
detrimental to the public interests, in raising, by said com-
binations, the rate of insurance to an unwarrantable sum 
Sent up for concurrence. 

The Speaker presented the petition of Albert Morgan 
and others, for a state system of insurance ; which was&re 
ferred to the special committee 011 that subject 

Mr. Cushing of Newburyport, from the special com 
nuttee on Insurance, to whom was referred the petition of 
the Beverly Insurance Company, reported that the same 
should bo referred to the next General Court. 



Mr. Towne of Fitchburg, from the same committee, to Limitation 
whom was referred an order on the subject of the limita- Lc" risks, 
tion of insurance risks, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate. 

Severally placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Mr. Quincy of Boston, from the committee on the J u - stereotype 

diciary, to whom was referred an order on the subject of &en? stats1!6 

the stereotype plates of the General Statutes, reported a 
resolve on that subject, which was read and referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the special committee Oi l Insurance 

Insurance consider whether any suitable legislation can be r a t e s " 
provided, which will limit the rates paid for insurance to 
those existing previous to the lire of November 9. 

The petition of A. II. C. Phelps and others, for the re- Relief for 
lief of the working-women thrown out of employment by womenroutg 

the fire, was referred in concurrence to the committee on „¿™ p l o y" 
the Municipal Loan. 

Bill to incorporate the Homestead Insurance Company, Homestead 
introduced on leave in the Senate, came down, and was I u s ' C o" 
read and referred in concurrence to the special committee 
on Insurance. 

The petition of T. H. Smith and others, to be incorpo- Traders' 
rated as the Traders' Union Mutual Fire and Marine Insur- Fire and 
ance Company of Boston, was referred in concurrence to i^fco. 
the same committee. 

Bill to guarantee insurance by mutual fire insurance insurance 
companies came from the Senate, that branch having non- fi?e7ns.Ucos. 
concurred in referring the same to the special committee 
on Insurance, and having referred the same to the next 
General Court. The House refused to concur in the ref-
erence last named, and the bill was laid upon the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Quincy of Boston, from the committee on the Mu- M>™cjPal 

nicipal Loan, to whom was referred a bill and a petition Boston, 
of the mayor of Boston on that subject, reported a bill to 
enable the city of Boston to make and issue its bonds for 
certain purposes. Bead and ordered to a second reading. 

The orders of the dav were taken up. orders of 
J 1 the day. 

Bill to incorporate the Boston Merchants' Exchange was Boston 
read and ordered to a third reading. EMhangef 



union Ex- Report (leave to withdraw) on the petition of the Bos-
change Co. t o u | > o a r ( j 0 f Trade for a renewal of the charter of the 

Union Exchange Company was accepted and sent up for 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Cogswell of Yarmouth,— 
Ordered, That the House will meet to-morrow at two 

o'clock, P . M. 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , November 26, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Gardner of Swansea, the reading of 

the journal was dispensed with. 
On motion of Mr. Cogswell of Yarmouth,— 

• Ordered, That the House will meet to-morrow at 11 
o'clock, A. M. 

oia south Mr. Barker of Pittsfield presented the remonstrance of 
ciiurch. Henry W . Taft and others of Pittsfield, against the closing 

of the Old South Meeting-house as a place of divine wor-
ship ; which was referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies, and sent up for concurrence. 

stereotype Mr. Baldwin of Worcester, from the committee on 
$en!stotie Finance, to whom was referred the resolve relating to the 

stereotype plates of the General Statutes of Massachusetts, 
and supplements, introduced on leave by Mr. Cogswell; 

D o . And also the resolve with nearly the .same title, re-
ported by the committee on the Judiciary ; 

Reported that they severally ought to pass. 
Severally ordered to a second reading. 

state Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, to 
printers. w i j o m w a s referred the resolves for the relief of the state 

printers, reported against the passage of the first resolve, 
and also a substitute for the second, entitled "Resolve in 
favor of Messrs. Wright & Potter," which was read and 
ordered to a second reading, 

compensa. Mr. Woodward of Hubbardston, from the same commit-
memhers. tee, to whom was referred the resolution in relation to the 

compensation of members during the special session of the 



legislature, reported that it ought not to pass. Placed in 
the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 

Mr. Phillips of Salem, from the committee on Railways, Boston, 
to whom was recommitted the bill to authorize the tempo- S f a " 
rary extension of the tracks of the Boston, Hartford and 
Erie Railroad in the city of Boston, reported it in a new 
draft, entitled "Bill to authoi 'ize the extension of railroad 
tracks into the burned district of the city of Boston." 
Read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. F . W . Liucdin of Boston, from the committee on Drainage 
Buildings, Streets and Grades, &c., to whom was referred mppTyfor 
the bill to provide for a commission on the subject o f B o s t o n -
drainage and water-supply for the city of Boston and 
vicinity, reported it in a new draft. Read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Cogswell of Yarmouth, from the same committee, Amend, 
to whom was referred the petition of the mayor of Bos- Buildinglhe 

ton for amendments of the Building Act, and a bill on the A c t 

same subject introduced on leave, reported a bill entitled 
"An Act in addition to an Act to provide for the regula-
tion and inspection of buildings, the more effectual pre-
vention of fire, and the better preservation of life and 
property in Boston." Read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Codman of Boston presented the remonstrance of o id south 
L. S. Cragin and others, against the leasing of the Old C h u r c h ' 
South Meeting-house, which was referred to the commit-
tee on Parishes, &c., and sent up for concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. orders of 
T . , . , the day. 
Report oi the special committee on Insurance, inexpe- Fire risks, 

dient, on an order relative to limitation of fire risks, &c., & c ' 
was postponed until to-morrow, on motion of Mr. Benton 
of Brookline. 

Report of the same committee, reference to the next 
General Court on the petition of the Beverly Insurance 
Company, was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

Bill to incorporate the Boston Merchants' Exchange, was 
read and passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concur-
rence. 

Bill to enable the city of Boston to make and issue its 
bonds for certain purposes, was read and ordered to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Newell of Boston, the bill to guaran- insurance 
tee insurance by mutual fire insurance companies was b y m u t - c o s -



taken from the table, and the House voted to insist on its 
reference of the same to the special committee on Insur-
ance. Sent up for concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , November 2 7 , 1 8 7 2 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Gardner of Swansea, the reading of 

the journal was dispensed with. 
Removal of Engrossed bill to give the city council of Boston au-
sram!"11" thority to remove the Coliseum building (which originated 

in the House of Representatives), was passed to be enacted 
and signed and sent to the Senate. 

Issue of Mr. Kimball of Boston on leave introduced a bill to 
bonds?"6 provide for the issue of bonds, in lieu of destroyed bonds 

of this Commonwealth, which was read and referred to the 
committee on Finance, 

insurance Mr. Abbott of Maiden on leave introduced a bill re-
towns?sand biting to insurance by cities and towns, which was read 

and referred to the special committee on Insurance, and 
ordered to be printed, together with chapter 437 of the 
Acts of 1855. Sent up for concurrence in referring the 
bill to the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Newell of Boston,— 
Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 

meet on Friday, at 2 o'clock, P . M. 
Papers from the Senate. 

o'd south The remonstrance of Rev. Edgar Buckingham and others, 
against the closing of the Old South Meeting-house as a 
place of divine worship, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 

•Compensa- Bill in relation to the compensation of receivers of in-
receivers of solvent insurance companies, passed to be engrossfed in 
K S ? t h e S o n a t e ' c a m e down, and was read and ordered to a 

second reading. 
Orders 0f The orders of the day were taken up. the day. Report of the special committee on Insurance, inexpe-

dient, on an order relative to limitation of lire risks, &c. 
was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

Church. 



Resolve relating to the stereotype plates of the General 
Statutes of Massachusetts, and supplements; 

Resolve in relation to the new stereotype plates of the 
General Statutes; and 

Resolve in favor of Messrs. Wright & Pot te r ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
Resolve in relation to the compensation of members 

during the present session of the legislature was rejected. 
Bill to authorize the extension of railroad tracks into the 

burned district of the city of Boston ; and 
Bill to enable the city of Boston to make and issue its 

bonds for certain purposes; 
Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and 

sent up for concurrence ; and the rule requiring the clerk 
to keep the same for the purposes of reconsideration was 
suspended. 

Bill to provide for a commission on the subject of drain-
age and water-supply for the city of Boston and its vicin-
ity ; and 

Bill in addition to an act to provide for the regulation 
and inspection of buildings, the more effectual prevention 
of fire, and the better preservation of life and property in 
Boston; 

Were severally postponed until Eriday. 
Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, November 29, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Wednesday was read and approved. 

Paper from the Senate. 
Bill to empower probate courts to authorize trustees in probatc 

certain cases to mortgage real estate, passed to be en- c o u r t e -
grossed in the Senate, came down, and was read and re-
ferred to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Mr. McLoud of Topsfield presented the remonstrance of oid south 
James H. Fitts and others of Topsfield; and Mr. F . W . C h u r c h ' 
Lincoln of Boston, the remonstrance of Abner Phelps and 
others, pew proprietors ; and Mr. Keith of Greenfield, the 
remonstrance of J . D. Canning and others of Gill; and 
Mr. Walcott of Cambrid ge, the remonstrance of Geo. "W. 



Nesmith and others, of Franklin, N. H . , against closing 
the Old South as a place of worship ; which were several-
ly referred to the committee on Parishes, &c., and sent 
np for concurrence. 

Prevention Mr. Packard of Boston on leave introduced a bill to 
of the smaii. aphorize s t a te board of health to take measures to 

prevent the spreading of small-pox; which was read and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Issue of Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee on Finance, 
state bonds. r e p 0 r t e ( j that the bill to provide for the issue of bonds in 

lieu of lost or destroyed bonds of this Commonwealth, 
ought to pass. Ordered to a second reading. 

Orders of The orders of the dav were taken up. the day. . . . Bill in relation to the compensation of receivers of in-
surance companies, was read and ordered to a third read-
ing. 

Resolve relating to the stereotype plates of the General 
Statutes of Massachusetts, and supplements ; and 

Resolve in relation to the new stereotype plates of the 
General Statutes ; 

Were severally read and passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Resolve in favor of Wright & Potter was read and 
amended and passed to bo engrossed, and sent up for con-
currence. 

Bill to provide for a commission on the subject of drain-
age and water-supply for the city of Boston and its vicin-
ity ; and 

Bill in addition to an act to provide for the regulation 
and inspection of buildings, the more effectual prevention 
of fire, and the better preservation of life and property in 
Boston ; 

Were severally read and amended, and ordered to a third reading. 
Adjourned till 11 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



SATURDAY, November 30, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Gardner of Swansea, the reading of 

the journal was dispensed with. 
Papers from the Senate. 

Report of the committee on Buildings, &c., leave to Betterment 
withdraw on the petition of the mayor of Boston for an l a w " 
amendment of the Betterment Law, accepted in the Sen-
ate, came down, and was considered and accepted in con-
currence. 

Bills : 
To authorize the formation of insurance companies ; J ™ t t ™ 
In relation to dividends by joint stock insurance com- Dividends lay joint p a m e s ; stock com-
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came p a n i e s -

down, and were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That when the House adjourns it adjourn to Hour of 

meet at two o'clock, P . M., on Monday, and that that be m e e t i n g -
the hour of meeting until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. Pratt of Boston presented the petition of Walter waiter 
Baker, to be paid for military service performed during B a l t L ' r ' 
the late fire in Boston; which was referred to the commit-
tee on Military Affairs, and sent up for concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up. ihe<1day0f 

Bill to provide for the issue of bonds, in lieu of lost or 
destroyed bonds of this Commonwealth, was read and 
ordered to a third reading, and under a suspension of the 
rules, read a third time and passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Bill in addition to an act to provide for the regulation 
and inspection of buildings, the more effectual prevention 
of fire, and the better preservation of life and property in 
Boston, was read and amended, and laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Bill to provide for a commission on the subject of drain-
age and water-supply for the city of Boston and its vicin-
ity, was read and passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 



Old South Cliurcb. 

Bill in relation to the compensation of receivers of in-
surance companies was read and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

Mr. Wright of South Hadley, from the committee on 
Parishes and Religious Societies, to whom was referred 
the petition of the standing committee of the Old South 
Society, reported a bill to authorize the Old South Church 
to lease real estate. Read and ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, December 2 , 1 8 7 2 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Bills 
Papers from the Senate. 

Grading. 
Emigrant Savings Bank. 

1st Regt. of Infantry. 

Insurance Commis-sioner to report the condition of fire ins. cos. to the next legis-lature. 

Old South t îhurch. 

To establish a grade in the cit}- of Boston ; 
To amend the charter of the Emigrant'Savings Bank, 

and for other purposes ; 
Severally passed to be engrossed in the Senate, came 

down, and were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Report of the committee on Military Affairs on the pe-
tition of Wm. Evans and others, captains of the First Regt. 
of Infantry, that the same be referred to the next General 
Court, accepted in the Senate, came down, and was placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Hoyt of Athol on leave introduced a resolve in-
structing the Insurance Commissioner to report a tabular 
statement of the standing and condition of fire insurance 
corporations to the next legislature; which was read and 
referred to the special committee on Insurance, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

Mr. Anderson of Shelburne presented the remonstrances 
of E . Wight and others of Springfield, Mason Noble, J r . , 
and others of Sheffield, and Alanson Long and others of 
Boston; and Mr. Endicott of Dedham, the remonstrance 
of Nathaniel Hitchcock and others of Deerfield; and Mr. 
Smith of Granby, the remonstrance of P . W . Lyman and 
others of Belchertown; and Air. Bacon of Lawrence the 
remonstrance of S. W . B. Davis and others of Lawrence : 
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