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J O U R N A L 

TUESDAY, November 1 9 , 1872. 
The General Court of the Commonwealth assembled 

this clay in obedience to the following proclamation of the 
Governor, to wi t :— 

C O M M O N W E A L T H O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S . 

B Y H I S EXCELLENCY W I L L I A M B . W A S H B U R N , GOVERNOR. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas. I t is provided by the Constitution of the Prociama-

Commonwealth that the Governor, with advice of Council, t10"' 
shall have full power and authority, during the recess of 
the General Court, to call it together sooner than the time 
to which it may be adjourned or prorogued, if the welfare 
of the Commonwealth shall require the same ; 

And whereas, I am officially advised by the unanimous 
action of its municipal government and a large committee 
of its most eminent citizens that the recent fire in Boston 
has, in their judgment, rendered certain measures of state 
legislation imperatively necessary; 

Now, therefore, believing that the emergency contem-
plated by the Constitution has occurred, I do issue this 
my Proclamation to the members of the General Court, 
calling them to assemble at the State House, in Boston, 
on Tuesday, the 19th day of November instant, at twelve 
o'clock, noon, to take such steps and act upon such matters 
as may be deemed expedient in consequence of the great 
calamity which has suddenly fallen upon the chief city of 
our Commonwealth. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston, this twelfth 
day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-two. 

W I L L I A M B . W A S H B U R N . 

By His Excellency the Governor with advice of Council. 
OLIVER WARNER, 

Secretary of the Commonwealth. 



Quorum of 
Senate. 

Quorum of 
House of 
Represen-
tatives. 

Governor. 

Whitney, 
Torrey, . 
Smith, . 
Noble, . 
Woods, . 

Sheldon,. 

Brewster, 

Whiting, 
Wakefield, 
Carpenter, 
Lobdell, . 
Humphrey, 
Ames, 
Coe, 
Baker, . 
Bradley,. 

Suffolk County. 

A n d the fo l lowing m e m b e r s of t he Sena te a p p e a r e d and 
t o o k the i r seats , to w i t : 
Hon. Messrs. Frost, 

Boardman, 
Jacobs, . 
Coolidge, 
Learnard, 
Johnson, 
Hewes, . 
Saft'ord, . 
Tarbos, . 
Woodwell, 
Giles, 
Long, 
Potter, . 
Fuller, . 
Pike,' . 
Wallace, 
Wright, . 
Richardson, 

Essex County. 

J 

Middlesex County. 

^ Worcester County. 

| Hampden County. 

Hampshire County. 
Franklin County. 

{ Berkshire and Hampshire Coun-
£ ties. 

| Norfolk County. 

Plymouth County. 
Norfolk and Plymouth Countiee. 

| Bristol County. 

Cape District. 
Island District. 

T h e Proc lamat ion hav ing been r e a d , p r a y e r was offered 
b y the Chapla in . 

O n mot ion , M r . J a c o b s was cha rged with a message to 
t h e H o u s e of Represen ta t ives , i n fo rming t h a t b r a n c h t h a t 
a q u o r u m of the Sena te h a d a s sembled . 

A message was rece ived f r o m the H o u s e , a n n o u n c i n g 
t h a t a q u o r u m of tha t b r anch had assembled . 

O n mot ion of M r . F r o s t , — 
Ordered, T h a t a commi t t ee of t w o on the p a r t of t h e 



Senate, with such as the House may join, be appointed to 
wait upon the Governor and inform him that the two 
branches of the Legislature have assembled in pursuance 
of the proclamation of His Excellency of the 12th instant, 
and are now ready to receive such communication as it 
may be his pleasure to make to them. 

And Messrs. Frost and Woods were appointed the com-
mittee ou the part of the Senate. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up, and Messrs. Stedmau of Boston, Corliss of 

Gloucester, Fairbanks of Fall River, Ross of Iiolden and 
Hersey of Chelsea, are joined. 

Subsequently, Mr. Frost, from the above committee, 
reported that they had attended to the duty assigned them, 
and that the Governor was pleased to say that he would 
communicate in person with the Legislature at such time 
as would suit their convenience. 

Soon after, a message was received from the House of convention. 
Representatives, proposing a convention of both branches 
forthwith, for the purpose of receiving such communica-
tion as His Excellency may be pleased to make. 

And the Senate concurred in the proposition, and Mr. 
Bartholomew was charged with a message to the House 
informing that branch thereof. 

Whereupon, the two branches met in 

Convention, 
For the purpose above specified, and Messrs. Learnard 

and Noble of the Senate, and Messrs. Phillips of Salem, 
Bacon of Lawrence, Harris of Charlestown and Palmer and 
Packard of Boston, of the House, were appointed a com-
mittee to wait upon the Governor and inform him that the 
two branches are now in convention and in readiness to 
receive such communication as he may be pleased to make 
to them. 

Subsequently, the Governor came in, accompanied by 
the Council, and thereupon delivered an address in rela-
tion to certain legislation made necessary by the late disas-
trous fire in the city of Boston. 

The two branches separated. 
Mr. Jacobs presented a petition of the mayor of the Boston, 

city of Boston for an amendment of the act in relation to 
betterments in the city of Boston. 

Also, a petition of the same for amendment of the laws 



in relation to the erection of buildings in the city of 
Boston. 

Severally laid on the table. 

Governor's 
address. 

Municipal 
loan. 

Street, etc., 
in Boston. 

Municipal 
loan. 

Insurance. 

Paper from the House. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that a joint special committee 
be appointed, to consist of five members of the House, 
with such as the Senate may join, to consider what dispo-
sition shall be made of the several portions of the Gov-
ernor's address. 

And Messrs. Cogswell of Yarmouth, Kimball of Boston, 
Thompson of Gloucester, Baldwin of Worcester, and 
Anderson of Lowell are appointed on the part of the 
House. 

And Messrs. Torrey and Tarbox are joined on the part 
of the Senate. 

Subsequently, a report of the above-named committee 
came up, the same concluding with certain orders, and was 
read and accepted in concurrence ; and it was accordingly 

Ordered, That so much of said address as relates to a 
municipal loan of the city of Boston, be referred to a joint 
special committee of three on the part of the Senate and 
seven on the part of the House. 

So much thereof as relates to matters connected with 
insurance, to a joint special committee consisting of three 
on the part of the Senate and seven on the part of the 
House. 

So much thereof as relates to buildings and streets, and 
grades of the same, to a joint special committee to consist 
of three on the part of the Senate and seven on the part 
of the House. 

The President appointed Messrs. Jacobs, Fuller and 
Ames as the committee on the part of the Senate, on so 
much of the address as relates to a municipal loan of the 
city of Boston. 

Sent down to be joined. 
Came up, and Messrs. Kimball of Boston, Thompson of 

Gloucester, Upham of Spencer, Folsom of Lowell, Brown 
of Adams, Quincy of Boston and Bancroft of Ayer are 
joined. 

And Messrs. Richardson, "Whitney of Norfolk and 
Smith, on so much of the same as relates to matters of 
insurance. 

Sent down to be joined. 



Came up, and Messrs. Barnard of Worcester, Towne of 
Fitchburg, Adams of Hyde Park, Bacon of Lawrence, 
Benton of Brookline, Cushing of Newburyport and Stan-
wood of Boston are joined. 

And Messrs. Torrey, Boardman and Carpenter, on so streets, etc., 
much thereof as relates to buildings and the grading o f l n Bo6ton' 
streets. 

Sent down to be joined. 
Came up, and Messrs. Cogswell of Yarmouth, F . W . 

Lincoln of Boston, Parker of Lancaster, Corliss of Glou-
cester, Arnold of Northampton, Cornell of New Bedford 
and White of Plymouth are joined. 

Mr. Whitney of Norfolk presented a petition of John John c. 
C. Abbott, for an act of incorporation as the Shoe and ^s.hottet 

Leather Insurance Company. 
The same senator, on leave, introduced a bill concerning insurance 

insurance companies. companies. 
Severally referred to the committee on Insurance. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up non-concurred and referred to the joint special 

committee on so much of the Governor's address as relates 
to that subject; and the Senate receded from its vote of 
reference and concurred with the House. 

The same senator, on leave, introduced a bill to amend Ib-
the first section of chapter 224 of the acts of the year 
1862, in relation to a tax on certain insurance companies. 

Also, a bill to incorporate the Massachusetts Mutual Maes. Mut. 
T Ins. Co. 
Insurance Company. 

The same senator presented a petition of the Neptune 
Fire and Marine Insurance Company, by Isaac Thacher rinc Ins. Co. 
and others for an act of incorporation. 

Also, a petition of James H. Lunt and others, for an James h. 
act of incorporation as the Suffolk Insurance Company. Lunt ot al8' 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition of John H. Stark for JohnH. 
an act of incorporation as the Homestead Insurance Com- '" 
pany. 

Mr. Johnson, on leave, introduced a bill to increase the Trader^ 
guarantee stock of the Traders' and Mechanics' Insurance ins. co.lLS 

Company. 
Severally referred to the committee on Insurance. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Frost , on leave, introduced a bill to empower pro- Probate 
bate courts to authorize trustees to mortgage real estate in 



Adjourn-
ment. 

Joint rules 
and orders. 

Insurance 
companies. 

certain cases ; and the same was read and referred to the 
committcc on Probate and Chancery. 

On motion of Mr. Bartholomew,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow at 2 o'clock, P . M., and that that be the hour 
of meeting until otherwise ordered. 

Paper from the House. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the 15th and 16th of the 

joint rules and orders be suspended. 
On motion of Mr. Learnard,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Insurance consider the 

expediency of providing by law a limit to the dividends 
which may be declared by insurance companies. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , November 2 0 , 1 8 7 2 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

James H. 
Lunt et als. 
The Nep-
tune Fire & 
Marine Ins. 
Co. 
Bills. 

Papers from the House. 
The petitions of 
James H. Lunt and others ; and 
The Neptune Fire and Marine Insurance Company ; and 
The bills, 
To incorporate the Massachusetts Mutual Insurance 

Company; 
To increase the guarantee capital stock of the Traders' 

and Mechanics' Insurance Company ; 
To amend the first section of chapter 224 of the acts of 

the year 1862, came up severally non-concurred in the 
reference thereof to the joint standing committee on Insur-
ance, and referred to the joint special committee on so 
much of the Governor's address as relates to that subject. 

And the Senate receded from its vote of reference and 
concurred with the House. 

socift°yl!tb A petition of the standing committee of the Old South 
Society for amendment of charter was referred to the 
committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 



A bill in amendment of the act to provide for the. regu- Building 
lation and inspection of buildings, the more effectual pre- a°'' 
vention of fire and the preservation of life and property 
in Boston; and 

A petition of the mayor of Boston in relation to the Boston, 
same subject; and 

A petition of the Boston Board of Trade for a renewal 
of the charter of the Union Exchange Company in Boston; Trade, 
and 

A petition of D. K . Cross and others, for the prohibi- d.k.Cross 
tion of the discharge of fire-crackers in the city of Boston, c 

and the regulation of the sale of fire-works, were sever-
ally referred to the committee on so much of the Gov-
ernor's address as relates to buildings, streets and grades. 

A petition of the Emigrant Savings Bank for amend- Emigrant 
ment of charter, was referred to the committee on Banks 
and Banking. 

A petition of William T. Hart and others, trustees of B. n. &E. 
the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad Company for leave E'R'Co" 
to extend their tracks into the " burned district" in the city 

•of Boston, was referred to the committee on Railways. 
Severally in concurrence. 

Mr. Jacobs, on leave, introduced a bill making addi- a0t!ldln8 

tional regulations relative to the erection of buildings in 
the city of Boston; and the same was read and referred 
to the committee on so much of the Governor's address as 
relates to that subject. 

The petition of the mayor of the city of Boston in rela- Boston, 
tion to the same subject; and 

The petition of the same for an amendment of the act 
in relation to betterments, were severally taken from the 
table and referred to the same committee. 

On motion of Mr. Learnard, the vote by which the insurance 
order relative to limiting the dividends of insurance com- companies" 
panies was adopted, was reconsidered, and the order was 
amended by inserting before the words, "committee on 
Insurance," the words "joint special," and as amended, 
adopted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Fuller presented a petition of the Boston Board of 3°^°d
n
of 

Trade for an amendment of the laws relative to special Trade, 
partnerships ; and the same was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

2 



Boston Mer-
chants' Ex-
change. 

Boston. 

New Eng-
land Mutual 
Ins. Co. 
J . W. Balch 
et als. 

F. Greene 
et als. 

A. H. Bean 
et als. 

A. Bowker 
et als. 

A. Jackson 
et als. 

Beverly In-
surance Co. 

E. Whitney 
et als. 

S. G. 
Rogers et 
als. 

Mechanics' 
Mutual In-
surance Co. 

Insurance. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to incorporate the Boston Merchants' Exchange, 

was read and referred to the joint special committee on so 
much of the Governor's address as relates to the building 
act. 

A bill to authorize the city of Boston to issue its bonds 
for certain purposes ; and 

A petition of the mayor of Boston for the passage of 
the above act, were referred to the joint special committee 
on so much of the Governor's address as relates to that 
subject. 

A petition of the New England Mutual Insurance Com-
pany for amendment of charter; and 

A petition of Joseph W . Balch and others, for an act of 
incorporation as the Boylston Mutual Insurance Company; 
and 

A petition of Franklin Greene and others, for an act of 
incorporation as the Prescott Insurance Company ; and 

A petition of A. II . Bean and others, for an act of in-
corporation as the Faneuil Hall Insurance Company; and 

A petition of Albert Bowker and others, for an act of 
incorporation as the North American Insurance Company; 
and 

A petition of Abraham Jackson and others, for an act 
of incorporation as the Franklin Fire and Marine Insur-
ance Company; and 

A petition of the Beverly Insurance Company for 
amendment of charter ; and 

A petition of Elisha Whitney and others, for an act of 
incorporation as the Boston National Insurance Company; 
and 

A petition of S. G. Rogers and others, for an act of 
incorporation as the Fireman's Insurance Company ; and 

A petition of Samuel Gould and others, for an act of 
incorporation as the Manufacturers' Fire and Marine In-
surance Company; and 

A bill to incorporate the Mechanics' Mutual Insurance 
Company, were severally referred to the joint special com-
mittee on Insurance. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint special com-

mittee on Insurance consider the expediency of reporting 
a bill for the better protection of parties that have reason-
able cause to suppose that they are insured, providing 



either that property be insured by the state, cities or towns, 
by authorizing the formation of insurance companies under 
general laws ; by limiting the amount of risks by any com-
pany in any city or town; by limiting the percentage of 
dividends to be declared ; by making the private property 
of stockholders liable, or by any other means whereby the 
public shall have cause to feel that they are reasonably 
protected after having parted with their money for that 
purpose, in good faith. 

Also, that said committee consider the expediencv of i°™rance 
i i j? i i x- j? • companies. 

passing a general law tor the incorporation oi insurance 
companies. 

Also, that said committee consider the expediency of 
providing for some limitation of insurance risks, so that 
amounts taken or held by any insurance company, author-
ized to do business in this Commonwealth, in any city or 
town or in any " fire district" regularly established in such 
city or town, shall at no time exceed the assets of such 
company. 

A petition of George A. Curtis and others, for an act o. A.CURTIS 
of incorporation as the Eliot Fire Insurance Company, 
was referred to the joint special committee on Insurance. 

Messrs. Parsons of Plymouth and Stickney of Bristol, 
appeared and took their seats at the board. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , November 21, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A petition of John A. Lowell and others, for an act of J.A.Loweii 

incorporation as the Merchants' Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company; and 

A petition of Arthur TV. Hobart and others, for an act Arthur w.* 
of incorporation as the Benefit Fire Insurance Company, ais. 
were referred to the joint special committee on Insurance. 

Severally in concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Richardson,— 
Ordered, That the joint special committee on Insurance insurance, 

be authorized to report such amendments to the laws rela-
tive to insurance as they may deem necessary. 



Mr. Thayer of Berkshire appeared and took his seat at 
the board. 

Adjourned. 

Boston. 

John P. 
Treadwell ft ale. 

Nathaniel 
Gilmore et 
als. 

1 Boston 
Board of 
Trade. 

FRIDAY, N o v e m b e r 22, 1872 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to give the city council of Boston authority to 

remove the Coliseum building, was read and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A petition of John P . Treadwell and others, for an act 
of incorporation as the Atlas Mutual Fire and Marine In-
surance Company; and 

A petition of Nathaniel Gilmore and others, for confir-
mation of certain proceedings of the Turner's Falls Fire 
District in the town of Montague, were severally referred 
to the joint special committee on Insurance. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Mr. "Wakefield, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the petition of the Boston Board of Trade in relation to 
special partnerships, reported that the petition be referred 
to the next, general court ; and the report was read and, 
under a suspension of the rule, accepted. 

Sent dowu for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Richardson, from the joint special committee on 
Insurance, on the order authorizing amendments in the 
laws relative to insurance, reported 

A bill in relation to the compensation of receivers of 
insurance companies ; and the same was read and ordered 
to a second reading, 

lteai estate. Mr. Wakefield, on leave, introduced a bill to authorize 
trustees and guardians to mortgage real estate; and the 
same was read and referred to the committee on Probate 
and Chancery. 

Mr. Johnson, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate 
the Homestead Insurance Company; and the same was 
read and referred to the committee on so much of the Gov-
ernor's address as relates to insurance. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Insurance 
companies. 

Ilomestoad 
Ins. Co. 



On motion of Mr. Bartholomew,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet Adjourn 

to-morrow at 11 o'clock, A.M. 
Adjourned. 

S A T U R D A Y , November 23, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A report, granting leave to withdraw, on the petition of i>. K. cross 

D. Iv. Cross and others, was read and placed in the orders 
of the day for Monday. 

Remonstrances of siciet°uth 

Joseph Ballard and others ; and 
Charles Francis Adams and others, severally against the 

petition of the Old South Society, were referred to the 
committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 

A petition of Henry Chapin and others, for an act of H. CHAPIN 
incorporation as the People's Insurance Company of Wor- ct als' 
cester was referred to the joint special committee on In-
surance. 

A petition of William Evans and others, captains in the Wm. Evaus 
First Regiment of Infantry, for remuneration for losses of et als' 
clothing, etc., consequent on the late fire, was referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
A bill to guarantee insurance by mutual fire insurance Mutual Fire 

companies, came up referred to the joint special committee Il,8-Cus-
on Insurance ; and the Senate non-concurred in the refer-
ence, and referred the same to the next general court. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. Bartholomew, from the committee on Probate and Real estate. 

Chancery, on the bills in relation to authorizing trustees 
to mortgage real estate in certain cases, reported 

A bill to empower probate courts to authorize trustees 
in certain cases, to mortgage real estate; and the same 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HeAves presented a petition of A. II . C. Phelps A. n. c. 
others, for relief for working women thrown out of em- ai8?lp8et 

ployment by the late fire in the city of Boston. 



Referred to the joint special committee on the Governor's 
address relating to a municipal loan by the city of Boston. 

rtau.8mith ^I1'- Jacobs presented a petition of T. H . Smith and 
others, for an act of incorporation as the Trades' Union 
Mutual Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 

Referred to the joint special committee on Insurance. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Potter ,— 

Rates paid Ordered, That the ioint special committee on Insurance for msur- 7 J , f 
ance. inquire whether any limitation can be made to the rates 

paid for insurance, to those existing previous to the occur-
rence of the late fire. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Receivers of The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill in 
insurance relation to the compensation of receivers of insolvent in-
compames. s u r a n c e corporations, was read a second time and ordered 

to a third reading. 
Adjourned. 

Coliseum. 

MONDAY, N o v e m b e r 25 , 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Saturday was read. 
Mr. Wakefield, from the committee on the Judiciary, 

reported the bill to give to the city council of Boston au-
thority to remove the Coliseum building, without amend-
ment ; and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

Subsequently, the same was read twice, under a suspen-
sion of the rule and passed to be eugrossed in concur-
rence. 

joint stock Mr. Whitney of Norfolk, from the ioint special com-
lnsu ranee T . , , , V 1 V^III 
companies, mittee on Insurance, on the order relative to the subject, 

reported 
A bill in relation to dividends by joint stock insurance 

companies. 
Mr. Richardson, from the same committee, 011 the order 

relative to the passage of a general law for the formation 
of insurance companies, reported 

A bill to authorize the formation of insurance companies ; 
and these bills were severally read twice, under a suspen-
sion of the rule, and ordered to a third reading. 



JPaper from the House. 
A bill to provide for a commission on the subject of the Boston, 

drainage and water supply of Boston and its vicinity, was 
read and referred in concurrence to the joint special com-
mittee on Buildings, Streets, etc., in the city of Boston. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to Real estate, 
empower probate courts to authorize trustees in certain 
cases, to mortgage real estate, was read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill in relation to the compensation of re-
m

 A , . insurance 
ceivers of insolvent insurance companies, was read a third companies, 
time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House report, on the petition of I). K . Cross and D. K. Cr05R 

others, was accepted in concurrence. 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , November 2 6 , 1 8 7 2 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint special com- insurance 
mittee on Insurance consider the expediency of reporting o o m P a m e 8 -
a bill to prevent insurance companies from forming or con-
tinuing combinations detrimental to the public interests in 
raising by said combinations, the rate of insurance to an 
unwarrantable sum. 

A petition of Albert Morgan and others, for the estab- of^^f1'™ 
lishment of a state system of insurance, was referred to ™ce. 
the joint special committee on that subject. 

A remonstrance of Henry W . Taft of Pittsfield and ^¡®°y
uth 

others, against the petition of the Old South Society, was 
referred to the committee on Parishes and Religious Socie-
ties. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Mr. Giles, from the committee on Banks and Banking, Emigrant 

on the petition of the Emigrant Savings Bank, reported Savins8B'k-



Old South 
Society. 

Buildings, 
etc., in Bos-
ton. 

Joint stock 
insurance 
companies. 

Insurance 
companies. 

Real estate. 

Adjourn, 
ment. 

A bill to amend the charter of the Emigrant Savings 
Bank and for other purposes; and the same was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Carpenter, from the joint special committee on so 
much of the Governor's address as relates to buildings, 
etc., in the city of Boston, on the petition of the mayor 
of said city for amendment of the betterment act, reported 
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw ; and the report 
was read and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

Mr. Sheldon presented a remonstrance of Rev. Edgar 
Buckingham and others, against the petition of the Old 
•South Society. 

Referred to the committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Torrey, from the joint special committee on so 
much of the Governor's address as relates to buildings and 
streets in the city of Boston, on the bill making additional 
regulations in relation to the erection of buildings in the 
city of Boston, reported the same in a new draft, under 
the title of bill to establish a grade in the city of Boston; 
and the same was read and ordered to a second readiuo-. 

© 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the Senate 
bill in relation to dividends by joint stock insurance com-
panies was read a third time and passed over. 

The Senate bill to authorize the formation of insurance 
companies was read a third time, amended and passed to 
be engrossed. 

Subsequently, Mr. Tarbox moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the bill passed to be engrossed, and the 
motion was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill to empower probate courts to authorize trustees 
in certain cases to mortgage real estate, was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Parsons,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

Adjourned. 



W E D N E S D A Y , November 2 7 , 1 8 7 2 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Potter , from the committee on Military Affairs, on w m . Evans 

the petition of William Evans and others, reported, ask- e ta l s ' 
ing to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that the same be referred to the next general court ; 
and the report was read and placed in the orders of the 
day for Fr iday. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to incorporate the Boston Merchants' Exchange, Boston Mer-

was read and ordered to a second reading. ch™ge.Ex" 
The bill to guarantee insurance by mutual fire insurance insurance, 

companies, came up, and the House insists on its reference 
thereof to the joint special committee on Insurance; and 
the Senate receded from its non-concurrence therein. 

A report of the joint special committee on buildings, Boston 
streets and grades in the city of Boston, granting leave T?ade.°f 

to withdraw on the petition of the Boston Board of Trade 
for a revival of the charter of the Union Exchange Com-
pany in Boston, was read and placed in the orders of the 
day for Friday. 

A remonstrance of L . S. Cragin and others, against the oia south 
petition of the Old South Society, was referred to the Society" 
committee on Parishes and Religious Societies in concur-
rence. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the motion to insurance 
reconsider the vote whereby the bill to authorize the for- comPanies-
mation of insurance companies passed to be engrossed; 
and 

The bill in relation to dividends by joint stock insur-
ance companies, were severally passed over. 

The bills, Bms. 
To amend the charter of the Emigrant Savings Bank ; 
To establish a grade in the city of Boston, were sever-

ally read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The report, on the petition of the mayor of the city of Boston. 

Boston for amendment of the betterment act, so called, 
was accepted. 

Sent clown for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Adjourned. 



FRIDAY, N o v e m b e r 29 , 1872 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Wednesday was read. 

Paper from the House. 
insurance A bill relating to insurance by cities and towns, was 
and towns. read and referred in concurrence, to tlie committee on 

Insurance. 
Bin«. Bills, 

To authorize the extension of railroad tracks into the 
•burned district of the city of Boston (on the petition of 
the trustees of the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad 
Company) ; 

To enable the city of Boston to make and issue bonds 
for certain purposes (on the petition of the mayor of said 
ci ty) , were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Beverly in. A report, referring the petition of the Beverly Insur-
• suranceCo- a n c e Company to the next general court, was read and 

placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, 
coliseum. An engrossed bill to give the city council of Boston au-

thority to remove the Coliseum building (which originated 
in the House) passed to be enacted and was laid before 
the Governor for his approval. 

Boston Mer. The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 
change. incorporate the Boston Merchants' Exchange was read a 

second time and ordered to a third reading. 
Bins. The bills, 

To amend the charter of the Emigrant Savings Bank 
and for other purposes ; 

To establish a grade in the city of Boston, were sever-
ally read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
And the former came up concurred. 

WM. EVANS The Senate report, on the petition of William Evans 
01 alB" and others, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

ISarTof The House report, on the petition of the Boston Board 
Trade. of Trade was accepted in concurrence. 
insurance The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the bill to 
companies. a u(-]K ) r jz e f^g formation of insurance companies passed to 



be engrossed, was considered and carried in the affirmative ; 
and the question then being on ordering the same to be 
engrossed, Mr. Sheldon proposed the following amendment 
to the bill, adding at the end of section 11 :— 

"Provided, however, that in any town in the Common-
wealth, of less than four thousand inhabitants, a company 
may be organized under the provisions of this act, to 
insure dwelling-houses, farms, buildings and contents, 
only within the limits of the town where said company is 
located, and may issue policies when seventy-five thousand 
dollars have been subscribed to be insured." 

And the question on this amendment was determined as 
follows, to wi t :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Fuller, 

Potter, 
Tarbox, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ames, 
Boardman, 
Carpenter, 
Jacobs, 
Long, 
Smith, 
Whitney, 

Hewes, 
Sheldon, 
Whitney, B. D., 
Baker, 
Bradley, 
Frost, 
Learnard, 
Noble, 
Torrey, 
Woods, 

Pike, 
Stickney, 
Woodwell.—9. 
Bartholomew, 
Brewster, 
Griggs, 
Lobdell, 
Parsons, 
Wakefield, 
Wright.—21. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then amended, on motion of Messrs. Whit-
ney and Bartholomew, and the question was then taken on 
ordering the same to be engrossed, and it was determined 
as follows, to w i t :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Ames, 

Bradley, 
Frost, 
Humphrey, 
Lobdell, 
Smith, 
Woods.—19. 

Bartholomew, 
Brewster, 
Fuller, 
Jacobs, 
Parsons, 
Wakefield, 

NATS.—Messrs. Baker, 
Pike, 
Whitney, 

Griggs, 
Sheldon, 

B.D., Woodwell.-

Boardman, 
Carpenter, 
Giles, 
Learnard, 
Potter, 
Whitney, J . S„ 

Long, 
Tarbox, 

So the bill passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The bill in relation to dividends by joint stock insurance joint stock 
companies, was further considered. ¡nsurancc-

, JT „ _ companies. 
Mr. Parsons proposed an amendment to the bill, viz :— 

Strike out all after the words " capital stock," in the sixth 
line of the first section. And the question on the adop-



Mileage. 

tion of this amendment was taken by yeas and nays, as 
follows, to wi t :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Baker, 

Lobdell, 
Pike, 
Tarbox, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ames, 
Bradley, 
Frost, 
Humphrey, 
Noble, 
Whitney, J . S., 

Griggs, 
Long, 
Potter, 
Whitney, B. D., 
Bartholomew, 
Brewster, 
Fuller, 
Jacobs, 
Smith, 
Woods.—17. 

Hewes, 
Parsons, 
Sheldon, 
Woodwell.—12. 
Boardman, 
Carpenter, 
Giles, 
Learnard, 
Wakefield, 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Sheldon proposed an amendment, adding to the first 

section, the following, viz :— 
" Provided, that no dividends exceeding five per cent, 

per annum, shall be declared or paid upon any increase to 
the capital stock made from the profits of any company, 
as herein provided." And the question on this amend-
ment was determined as follows, to wi t :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Baker, 

Fuller, 
Long, 
Pike, 
Tarbox, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ames, 
Brewster, 
Humphrey, 
Stickney, 
Woods.—13. 

Bradley, 
Hewes, 
Noble, 
Potter, 
Whitney, B. D„ 
Bartholomew, 
Carpenter, 
Jacobs, 
Wakefield, 

Frost, 
Lobdell, 
Parsons, 
Sheldon, 
Woodwell.—15. 
Boardman, 
Giles, 
Leamard, 
Whitney, J . S., 

A. it. c. 
Phelps et 
als. 

So the amendment was adopted, and the bill as amended 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Subsequently, Mr. Whitney of Norfolk moved a recon-
sideration of the vote whereby said bill passed to be en-
grossed, and the motion was placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Jacobs, from the joint special committee on the 
subject of a municipal loan, on the petition of A. H. C. 
Phelps and others, reported that the petitioners have leave 
to withdraw ; and the report was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Stickney,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Treasury be directed 

to make up the mileage of the members of the Senate for 
the present session. 



Papers from the House. 
Remonstrances of society"*1 

Josiah D. Canning and others ; 
George W . Nesmith and others ; 
James H. Fitz and others, and 
Abner Phelps and others, severally against the petition 

of the Old South Society, were referred to the committee 
on Parishes and Religious Societies in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

SATURDAY, November 30, 1872. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Paper from the House. 
A report of the joint committee on Insurance, that it is Limitation 

inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to restricting imuramf 
the amount of risk to be taken in any given locality by comimnic-°-
insurance companies, was accepted in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the first mat- joint stock 
ter therein being the motion to reconsider the vote whereby companies, 
the bill in relation to dividends by joint stock insurance 
companies passed to be engrossed, the question thereon 
was taken by yeas and nays, as follows, to wi t :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Ames, Bartholomew, Boardman, 

Brewster, Carpenter, Frost, 
Fuller, Giles, Humphrey, 
Jacobs, Johnson, Learnard, 
Noble, Safford, Smith, 
Torrey, Wakefield, Wallace, 
Whitney, J . S., Woods, Wright.—21. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Hewes, Long, Parsons, 
Pike, Potter, Sheldon.—6. 

So the vote was reconsidered, and on the motion of Mr. 
Whitney of Norfolk, the vote by which the amendment 
proposed yesterday by Mr. Sheldon was adopted, was re-
considered, and the same was thereupon rejected and the 
bill again passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bills, Bins. 
To enable the city of Boston to make and issue bonds 

for certain purposes; 



To authorize the extension of railtoad tracks into the 
burned district of the city of Boston, were severally read 
a third time and ordered to a third reading. 

A. H. c. The Senate report, on the petition of A. H . C. Phelps 
ai*. and others, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
FnsV°co The House report, on the petition of the Beverly Insur-

ance Company, was accepted in concurrence. 
Boston Mer. The House bill to incorporate the Boston Merchants' chants' Ex- ^ . . . , , . 

change. Exchange, was read a third time and passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, D e c e m b e r 2, 1872. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Saturday was read. 

dafin°mco Wright, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate 
' the State Official Insurance Company of Massachusetts; 

and the same was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Papers from the House. 
Boston. A bill to provide for a commission on the subject of 

drainage and water supply for the city of Boston and vicin-
ity (in a new draft) was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

statutes resolve in relation to the new stereotype plates of the 
General Statutes was read and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for the issue of bonds in lieu of lost 
or destroyed bonds of this Commonwealth ; and 

Resolves. Resolves, 
Relating to the .stereotype plates of the General Statutes 

and supplements; 
In favor of Wright and Potter, were severally read and 

referred to the committee on the Treasury. 
A petition of Walter Baker for compensation for mili-

tary service performed during the late lire in Boston was 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs in concur-
rence. 

Walter 
Baker. 
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