
Engrossed bills: 
Making appropriation for the maintenance of the gov- Bills passed, 

ernment for the present year (which originated in the 
House of Representatives) ; and 

To authorize the Worcester and Nashua Railroad Com-
pany to guarantee certain bonds, and for othei; purposes 
(which originated in the Senate) ; 

•"Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, February 2, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Stebbins of Chelsea, the petition of Charles H. Bat^oi^at 

Ferson, mayor of Chelsea, for authority to maintain bath- C l l l , t c l B n J » e -
ing-houses at Chelsea Bridge, outside of the commission-
ers' line. 

By Mr. Robinson of Falmouth, the petition of the Men- Menauhant 
auhaut Land and Wharf Company, to build a wharf in ^ d l D i m a t f 

Falmouth. 
Severally referred to the committee on Harbors. 
By Mr. Robinson of Falmouth, the petition of Russell Savings bank at 

D. Farris and 73 others, of South Yarmouth, for a savings m o u t h . a r ~ 
bank at South Yarmouth. 

Also, the petition of Hiram Loring and 22 others, of 
Dennis, in aid of the same. 

By Mr. Ginuodo of Attleborough, the petition of W . M. w^m. Fisher 
Fisher and others, of Attleborough, for incorporation as c 

the Central Banking and Trust Company, of Attleborough. 
Severally referred to the committee on Banks and Bank-

ing. 
By Mr. Rice of Barre, the petition of Francis D. Rice womansuf. f race and 98 others, citizens of Barre, for woman suffrage. 

Referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Phillips of Salem, the petition of the Boston, 

Barre and Gardner Railroad, for extension of time in R"R. a 

locating and constructing its road. Referred to the 
committee on Railways. 



Annexat ion of Cambridge to Boston. 

Annexat ion of Chelsea. 

A r m y register and battle-flags. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Bass River Lodge I. O. of O. P. 

By Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, the remonstrances of 
Isaac Livermore and 57 others ; William L . Whitney and 
70 others, and Joel S. Orne and 138 others, all against 
the passage of an act annexing the city of Cambridge to 
the city of Boston. 

By Mr. Stebbins of Chelsea, the petition of Rufus S. 
Frost and 850 others, for the annexation of Chelsea to 
Boston. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
These petitions were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Fairbanks of Fall River, the petition of R. T. 

Davis and 36 others, citizens of Fall River, for the rescind-
ing of the Sumner resolutions. Placed on file. 

By Mr. Howes of Reading, the petition of the selectmen 
of Reading, North Reading and Wilmington, to amend 
chapter 167, acts of 1871, relative to slaughter-houses. 

By Mr. Porter of Beverly, the petition of Winthrop E. 
Perry and others, members of the Bass River Lodge of 
Odd Fellows, of Beverly, for an act making valid the title 
to a certain piece of real estate. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Judgmen t and execution. 

Examinat ion of state securities. 

Precept—third Suffolk district. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Robinson of Newton, a bill to amend chapter 

133 of the General Statutes, being an act concerning judg-
ment and execution. Referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Finance, with such as 

the Senate may join, be a committee to examine and re-
port upon the condition of the securities in charge of the 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth. Sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Codman of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the Speaker of the House issue his pre-

cept for an election to till the vacancy existing in the third 
representative district of the county of Suffolk. 

Foreign insur-ance companies 

Papers from the Senate. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Insur-

ance be requested to report on the necessity or expediency 



of providing by general law, that foreign insurance com-
panies duly authorized to transact business in this Com-
monwealth, may hold real estate, and, if expedient, under 
what restrictions. 

A bill in addition to an act to authorize the city of Bos- s o u t h Bay. 
ton to lay out a public street or Avay across South Bay, was 
referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Harbors. 

The petition of the Arlington Five Cents Savings Bank, ^un^onFive 
for leave to hold real estate, was referred, in concurrence, Bank. a v m g s 

to the committee on Banks and Banking. 
Reports of Committees. 

Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the Taxat ion of 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the order relative to tax- m c o m e s -
ation of incomes, asked to be discharged from further con-
sideration of the same, and that it be referred to the joint 
committee on Just and Equal Taxation. The report was 
accepted, under a suspension of the rule. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, also L . M. W a r n e r 
asked to ba discharged from further consideration of the c t a l s ' 
petition of Mrs. L . M. Warner and others, and the bill to 
amend chapter 165 of the acts of 1861, and that they be celebrat ion of 
referred to the committee on Public Charitable Institutions. 1 0 1 a y B" 
This report was also accepted, under a suspension of the 
rule. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, reported ®[?ec8tions i n 

that the Senate bill concerning elections in cities ought to 
pass, with an amendment, inserting a new section in place 
of section two. The report and bill were placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Mason of Plymouth, from the same committee, to F i t chburg police 
whom was referred the petition of George W . Canu, re- S t T s a i a r y ° f 

ported a bill to establish the salary of the clerk of the 
police court of Fitchburg, which was read and referred, 
under the rule, to the committee on Finance. 

Orders of the Day. 
The resolution concerning a centennial celebration of o r d e r s of the ~ day. the Declaration of Independence, reported by the com-

mittee on Federal Relations in a new draft, was amended 
on motion of Mr. Mason of Plymouth and Mr. Kimball 
of Boston, and then adopted; and under a suspension of 
the rule requiring the Clerk to retain the same for pur-
poses of reconsideration, was sent up for concurrence. 



The bill to incorporate the Lenox Club, of Lenox, was 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to repeal section 10 of chapter 307 of the acts 
of 1871, authorizing the town of Winchester to take water 
from the water-pipes and reservoir of the town of Woburn, 
was passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

TUESDAY, February 3, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of the mayor 

of Lowell, for the annexation of a portion of the town of 
Tevvksbury to the city of Lowell. 

By Mr. Lamb of Greenfield, the petition of Chauncey 
L. Spear and others, tax-payers in the towns <?f Bucltland 
and Shelburne, praying that said towns may be united in 
one township under the name of " Shelburne Falls." 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Brayton of Adams, the petition of Patrick 

Buckley for state aid. 
By Mr. Coveney of Cambridge, the petition of Jane 

Parks of Cambridge, that state aid be further continued. 
Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 

female convicts »̂.V Mr. Phillips of Salem, the petition of Mary A. 
" Dodge and 40 others of Hamilton ; and by Mr. Buffum of 

Lynn, the petition of John B. Alley and 193 others of 
Lynn, in favor of a separate prison for women. Several-
ly referred to the committee on Prisons. 

W a r r e n Cotton p ,y Mr. Shaw of Boston, the petition of the Warren 
Cotton Mills, for an increase of capital stock. Referred 
to the committee on Manufactures, 

j u s t and equal By Mr. Fiske of Needham, the petition of Hugh Gra-
ham and 597 others; by Mr. Perkins of Boston, the 
petition of Andrew Strickland and 136 others of Ran-
dolph ; and by Mr. Shaw of Boston, the petition of H. B. 
Fletcher and 67 others of West Boylston ; all for just and 
equal taxation. Severally referred to the committee on 
that subject. 

Annexation of par t of Tewks-bury to Lowell . 

Annexation of Buckland and Shelburne. 

Patr ick Buckley. 
J a n e P a r k s . 

Pr ison for 



By Mr. Hall of Upton, the petition of Aaron Holmes ^ ™ i a u s u f -
and 33 others, citizens of Upton ; by Mr. Gates of Gro-
ton, the petition of Alfred Boynton and 79 others, citizens 
of Pepperell; by Mr. Sibley of Auburn, the petition of 
Samuel Firth and 107 others ; by Mr. Fairbanks of Fall 
River, the petition of S. Smith Chase and 110 others, 
citizens of Fall River; and by Mr. Johnson of Lowell, 
the petition of Asa Clement and 62 others ; all for woman 
suffrage. Severally referred to the committee on Woman 
Suffrage. 

By Mr. Stearns of Boston, the petition of Scudder, shudder. Ban-
Bartlett and Company, praying for relief against the Bos-
ton and Albany Railroad. Referred to the committee on 
Railways. 

By Mr. Perkins of Boston, the petition of James Free- se t t lement laws, 
man Clarke and others, executive committee of the Suf-
folk Conference, for a change in the laws of settlement. 
Referred to the committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions. 

By Mr. Mason of Plymouth, the remonstrance of Wil-
liam T. Davis and 115 others, against the sale of the Old 
South Church. Referred to the committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petition of J . P. Squire 1 ^s , B l t e r -
and Company and others, for an amendment to chapter 
167, Acts of 1871, so as to allow of an appeal to trial by 
jury. Referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

These petitions«were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Sanford of Taunton, the petition of William E. Register of pro-

Fuller, register of probate and insolvency for the county Bristol0" 
of Bristol, for an increase of salary and provision for 
clerical assistance. Referred to the committee on Probate 
and Chancery. 

Bv Mr. Murray of Pittslield, the petition of Joseph District court " . . . . . | for Central 
Tucker and others, in favor of increasing the salary ot the Berkshire, 
clerk of the district court for Central Berkshire. 

Bv Mr. Wiley of Boston, the petition of William S. cuariestown J : , J . . , „ , , 1 , . , . , , . district police 
Stearns and others, in aid of the petition' of the justice court, 
and clerk of the Charlestown district police court, for an 
increase of their salaries. Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Prat t of Mansfield, the petition of « . Borden ct 
C. T. Borden and 29 others, for a savings bank in Mans-
field, was taken from the files of last year and referred to 



Attorney-Gen-eral's report . 

T roy and Green-
field" II. R. 

Lenox W a t e r Co. 

Henry D. Lay qualified. 

the committee on Banks and Banking. Sent up for con-
currence. 

On motion of Mr. Codman of Boston, the annual report 
of the Attorney-General was taken from the table and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Granger of Boston offered an order, providing for 
the printing of twelve hundred copies of House Docu-
ment No. 9, being a report relative to the Troy and Green-
field Railroad, with accompanying map, for the use of the 
Legislature. Referred to the joint committee on Print-
ing, and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Hull of Stockbridge asked leave to introduce a bill 
concerning the Lenox Water Company of Lenox, but the 
Speaker ruled that the bill was excluded by the 46th rule 
of the House. The same gentleman then moved to sus-
pend the 46th rule, so that the bill could be introduced, 
but the House refused to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Henry D. Lay of "West Newbury, who, by vote 
of the House, had been declared entitled to a seat as a 
representative from the First Essex District, being present 
and ready to be qualified, was conducted to the council 
chamber by Mr. Judd of Lee, and having been duly 
qualified, took his seat in the House. 

East Boston ferry-boat land-ing. 

Array register and battle-flags. 

Wes t Spring-field—water supply. 

Licensing of inn-
holders, etc. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A bill to authorize the city of Boston to take and hold 

land and other property for a landing for the East Boston 
ferry-boats, which had been passed to be engrossed by the 
Senate, was read and referred in course to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The remonstrance of George H. Hoyt against rescind-
ing and annulling the resolution concerning the army 
register and national flags, was referred in concurrence to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

The remonstrance of J . (). Moseley and others, against 
the petition of J . L . Worthy and others, to supply the 
inhabitants of West Springfield with water, was referred 
in concurrence to the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Mason of Plymouth, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order 
relative to amending the law concerning the licensing of 



innholders and common victuallers, so as to provide that 
licenses may be revoked at the discretion of the authority 
granting them. Read and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. Whiting of Pembroke, from the committee on Par- Maverick Con-
ishes and Religious Societies, reported that the Senate bill §3 ty! n a l 

to authorize the Maverick Congregational Society of Bos-
ton to sell real estate, and for other purposes, ought to 
pass with an amendment. The bill was placed in the 
orders of the day for a second reading to-morrow. 

Orders of the Day. 
The bill concerning elections in cities was considered. Orders of the 

The amendment proposed by the committee on the Judici-
ary, inserting a new section in place of section 2, was 
adopted, and the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Engrossed bills: 
To incorporate the Lynn Home for Aged Women ; and Bills passed. 
To authorize " The Equitable Life Assurance Society of 

the United States" of New York to hold additional real 
estate in this Commonwealth ; 

(Which severally originated in the Senate;) 
Were passed to be enacted, signed and sent to the 

Senate. 
Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 4 , 1 8 7 4 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Moors of Green-

field. Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of the Father Father Mathew 

Mathew Total Abstinence Society of Lowell, for an act nence Society, 
of incorporation. 

By Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the petition of Rufus R. 
Wade and 184 others, for such modifications of chapter 
167, acts of 1871, as will secure to parties prosecuted 
under said statute the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. Haskins of Somerville, the petition of Rensa- Do. 
lear Knight and others of Somerville, for the same purpose. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 



Annexation of Tewksbury to Lowell . 

Abington. 

Do. 

Annexation of Shelburne and Buekland. 

Agawam. 

Old South Society. 

Boston Protec-tive Depart-ment. 

Springfield— water supply. 

Miller's River. 

Prison for 
female convicts. 

By Mr. Hill of Lowell, the petition of John A. 
Knowles ancl 26 others of Lowell, for the annexation of 
a portion of Tewksbury to Lowell. 

By Mr. Jenkins of Abington, the remonstrance of 
Henry Denham and 17 others, against the petition of 
Washington Reed and others, for a division of Abington. 

By Mr. Keith of Abington, the remonstrance of Joseph 
Vaughn and 219 legal voters of the town of Abington, 
against any division of said town. 

By Mr. Moors of Greenfield, the remonstrances of 
Charles M. Duncan and 132 others, and Arnold Smith 
and 141 others, tax-payers of Shelburne and Buekland 
respectively, against the petition of C. L. Spear and 
others, for a union of said towns. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Seymour of Granville, the petition of the 

selectmen of the town of Agawam, for relief in regard to 
maintaining a ferry between that town and the city of 
Springfield. Referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

By Mr. Moors of Greenfield, the remonstrance of Mary 
T. Stratton and 35 others of Northfield, against the sale 
of the Old South Church in Boston. Referred to the 
committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Coveney of Cambridge, the petition of George 
A. Curtis and 11 others, for incorporation as the .Boston 
Protective Department. Referred to the committee on 
Insurance. 

By Mr. Shaw of Springfield, the petition of Horace 
Jacobs and 40 others of West Springfield, against the 
petition of J . L . Worthy and others. 

By Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the remonstrance of R. 
L . Sawin and 181 others, citizens of Cambridge, against 
any change in chapter 304 of the acts of 1873, being "an 
act for the abatement of a nuisance in Cambridge and 
Somerville, and for the preservation of the public health 
in said cities." 

By Mr. Haskins of Somerville, the remonstrance of 
Charles A. Cushman and others of Somerville, against 
any change of said act. 

Severally referred to the committee on Water Supply 
and Drainage. 

By Mr. Gilbert of Gloucester, the petition of M. L. 
Wetherell and 1(55 others of Gloucester ; and by Mr. 



Boynton of Westborough, the petition of E . B. B. Fay 
and 69 others of Southborough, for the establishment of a 
separate prison for female convicts. Severally referred 
to the committee on Prisons. 

By Mr. Keith of Abington, the petition of George W . s u f -
Wood and 333 others of Abington; by Mr. Carr of Ash-
by, the petition of John Whitely and 108 others, citizens 
of Harvard and Shirley; by Mr. Porter of Beverly, the 
petition of Francis A. Smith and 182 others; by Mr. 
Lamb of Greenfield, the petition of C. M. Moody and 81 
others ; by Mr. Higginbottom of Holyoke, the petition of 
James Wild and others; by Mr. Williams of Douglas, 
the petition of J . A. Dresser and others ; by Mr. Piske 
of Needham, the petition of John F . Mayo and 41 others; 
and by Mr. Rich of Royalston, the petition of S. Sibley 
and 230 others of Athol ; all for woman suffrage. Sev-
erally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petitions of Lewis F . c q l l a I 

Merrill and others, and S. P . Osborne of Boston, and 291 
others from Boston, Worcester and Quincy; by Mr. 
Bigelow of Boston, the petition of Emory Gage of Athol 
and 117 others from Athol and Quincy; by Mr. Harris of 
Wrentham, the petition of Alvah Morrison and 218 others 
from Braintree and other towns; by Mr. Fiske of Need-
ham, the petition of D. W . Cooke of Worcester and 216 
others from Worcester and other towns ; by Mr. Jones of 
Boston, the petition of Alonzo Danforth of Boston and 
203 others; by Mr. Winslow of Worcester, the petition 
of J . D. Seagrave of Worcester and 210 others from 
Worcester and Georgetown; and by Mr. Gilbert of 
Gloucester, the petition of E . Fleming of West Newton 
and 219 others from various towns, all for just and equal 
taxation ; also a communication from the Secretary of the Aggregates of 
Commonwealth, transmitting a statement of the aggre-
gates of polls, property and taxes as assessed May 1, 
1873. Severally referred to the committee on Just and 
Equal Taxation. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Whiting of Pembroke,— 
Ordered, That the joint standing committee on Prisons, 

to whom was referred so much of the Governor's address etc. 
as relates to prisons, jails and houses of correction, be 
instructed to take into especial consideration the abuses 
alleged to exist in those institutions, namely, the incarcer-



ation of persons merely accused of offences, and persons 
convicted of light offences, with convicted felons of the 
worst description; and the defective arrangements hy 
which some of those institutions are filled to overflowing, 
while others are nearly empty, and in consequence of 
which no provision is made for instruction or labor, with a 
view to determine whether this state of things arises from 
want of statutory regulations, or defective administration 
of existing laws. To report by bill, or otherwise, what 
legislation is needful in the premises. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Introduced on Leave. 

By Mr. Knox of Lawrence, a bill for the better support 
of wives and minor children. Referred to the committee 
011 the Judiciary. 

By Mr. Fiske of Needham, a bill to repeal sections 41 
and 42 of chapter 11 of the General Statutes, relating to 
the assessment of taxes. Referred to the committee on 
Just and Equal Taxation. Sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Mortgages of A bill in relation to recording mortgages of personal 
erty.ou" prop- p ] . 0 p C r | : y ) which had been passed to be engrossed by the 

Senate, was referred in course to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

roadc"R a i ! ^ bill in addition to an act to authorize the Eastern 
Railroad Company to construct a freight track and take 
lands for freight purposes in Charlestown, and for other 
purposes, introduced on leave in the Senate and referred 
to the committee on Railways, came down for concurrence. 

The Speaker called the attention of the House to the 
bill, with reference to the application of the 46th rule of 
the House thereto. He stated that it was clearly a bill 
affecting the rights of the railroad corporation named 
therein. I t made no difference whether it affected the 
rights of the corporation favorably or unfavorably; 
whether it conferred or took away rights. In either case, 
it was within the terms of the rule, as affecting the rights 
of a private corporation ; and, if leave to introduce the 
bill had originally been asked in the House, the Chair had 
no doubt that it would be his duty to rule it out under the 
46th rule. But the bill had first been introduced on leave 
in the Senate, and now came down for concurrence. 

Suppor t of wives and 

Assessment of taxes. 



Before deciding whether it was excluded under such cir-
cumstances by the 46th rule of the House, the Chair would 
be glad to hear the opinions of members of the committee 
who reported the codc of House rules, and of other mem-
bers, upon the question. 

Several members spoke upon the bill and the application 
of the 46th rule thereto. The Speaker then said, that as 
no question of order had been distinctly raised for the 
ruling of the Chair he was glad to be relieved from ruling 
thereon, and would put the question to the House on con-
curring with the Senate in granting leave to introduce the 
bill, and would regard the decision of the House on that 
question as indicative of its judgment whether the Chair 
should receive or exclude in the future, under the 46th 
rule, bills of a like character under the same circum-
stances. But before putting the question he would, with 
the indulgence of the House, state more fully the reasons 
which induced him to bring this question distinctly to its 
attention. 

In the first place, if the House permitted the introduc-
tion of this bill in concurrence with the Senate, it was 
evident that a bill, which it had been the duty of the Chair 
to rule out under the 46th rule of the House, might be 
taken to the Senate, there introduced on leave, and when 
it came down for concurrence, the Chair would be obliged 
to put the question to the House of concurring in the 
introduction of the same bill which had once been exclud-
ed by the Chair in obedience to the House rule. The 
Chair was informed that precisely this course had been 
taken in regard to another bill ruled out a day or two 
since. The Speaker did not think he ought to put the 
House or its presiding officer in such a position, without 
first distinctly calling the attention of the House to the 
fact, and asking its direction. 

In another aspect, it was a question of importance 
whether matters should be introduced by bill on leave, or 
should come in by petition or order of inquiry. By the 
99th rule of the House, Cushings Manual was made an 
authority, supplementing its own specific code. Cushing 
says, § 321, a committee "can only consider the matter 
referred to i t ; and, consequently, is not at liberty, like 
the assembly itself, to change the subject under consider-
ation by means of an amendment." If, therefore, a mat-
ter comes to a committee by bill introduced on leave, the 
committee cannot widen the scope of the bill. I t is 



Committee advertising. 

Prison for female convicts. 

Boston and Providence It . It. Co. 

Geo. M. Weston. 

Blerrimae Steam Navigation Co. 

Eugene Goclin et als. 

restricted to the bill before it. Such, doubtless, was not 
the intention in the present case, but a railroad corpo-
ration might cause a bill to be introduced going just as far 
and 110 farther than the corporation was willing to run the 
risk of going, and the committee could not travel outside 
of the range of its provisions. On the other hand, if the 
matter came to the committee by petition or order of 
inquiry, the committee could frame and report such a bill 
as its judgment approved, being only restricted to the 
subject-matter set forth in the petition or order. I t was 
not, therefore, a mere matter of form, but one of substan-
tial importance, whether the House should allow subjects 
of legislation to be introduced in the one way or the other. 

The question was then put on concurring with the Sen-
ate in granting leave to introduce the bill i, and the House 
refused to concur. 

The report of the joint committee on Printing on the 
statement of expenses of committee advertising, which 
had been recommitted by the House to the joint committee 
on Printing, with instructions to report a bill or joint rule 
regulating such advertising, came down non-concurred in 
the reference, and referred to the committee on Joint 
Rules and Orders. The House concurred in the latter 
reference. 

A resolve in favor of the city of Lawrence, which had 
been passed to be engrossed in the Senate, was referred 
in course to the committee on Finance. 

The petition of D. S. Richardson and 187 others of 
Lowell, for a separate prison for female convicts, was 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Prisons. 

The petition of the Boston and Providence Railroad 
Company, for leave to hold stock in steamboat companies, 
was referred in concurrence to the committee on Railways. 

The memorial of George M. Weston, for compensation 
for services and expenses rendered and incurred in 1859, 
under the authority of the governor of Massachusetts, was 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Claims. 

The petitions of A. G. Clark, A. H. Webster and 
others, to be incorporated as the Merrimac Steam Navi-
gation Company, and of Eugene Godin and others, to be 
incorporated as the French and National Union of Law-
rence, were referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Mercantile Affairs. 



The petition of Daniel Needham, and certain other Daniel Need-
stockholders of the Towusend National Bank, in aid of h a m c t a l 8 ' 
the petition of said bank, was referred in concurrence to 
the committee on Banks and Banking. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Cummings of Somerville, from the committee on iraCoot. 

Claims, reported a resolve authorizing the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College to pay Ira Cook for injuries received 
while in the employ of said college. Referred in course 
to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Robinson of Chicopee, from the committee on the Fees of wit-
Judiciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order n e 8 B e s -
relative to the fees of witnesses before police courts and 
justices of the peace. 

A majority of the committee on Elections, to whom was c h a s . A. PERRY 
referred the petition of Charles A. Perry of Shutesbury, rantStedeSL 
claiming the seat in the House occupied by Albert Mon- t i o n " 
tague, reported that said Perry was entitled to the seat 
occupied by said Montague. The report was signed by 
Messrs. Judd of Lee, Bonner of Boston, Merritt of Scituate, 
Seymour of Granville, and Hollis of Braintree. Messrs. 
Billings of Hatfield, and Hurlbut of Bolton, a minority of 
the committee, also presented their views in writing, 
recommending that said Perry have leave to withdraw. 

These reports were severally placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Whiting of Pembroke, from the committee on Par- christian 
ishes and Religious Societies, reported a bill to authorize S o d e t y i n L y™-
the Christian Society in Lynn to sell certain property. 

Mr. Robinson of Chicopee, from the committee on the Dukes County 
Judiciary, reported a bill to change the time for holding s u p e n o r c o u r t " 
the terms of the superior court in the county of Dukes 
County. 

Mr. Whiting of Pembroke, from the committee on Par- American Edu-
ishes and Religious Societies, reported a bill for the union aud°sod°ty tL 
of the American Education Society and the Society for co°™ â™Edu-
the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education. c a t i o n -

Mr. Parker of Methueu, from the committee on Insur- Fire insurance 
ance, reported a bill to extend the time allowing certain ' 
fire insurance companies to increase their capital stock. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 



Orders of the Day. 
day.ers ° f t h e The report of the committee on the Judiciary (inexpe-

dient to legislate) on the order relative to amending the law 
concerning the licensing of innholders and common vie 
tuallers, so as to provide that licenses may be revoked at 
the discretion of the authority granting them, was consid-
ered. Mr. Parker of New Bedford proposed a bill as a 
substitute therefor, but the bill was rejected and the report 
was accepted. The same gentleman moved a reconsider-
ation of the vote whereby the House accepted the report, 
and the motion was placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

The bill to authorize the Maverick Congregational Soci-
ety of Boston to sell real estate, and for other purposes, 
was amended as recommended by the committee on Par-
ishes and Religious Societies, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill concerning elections in cities was passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

Bills passed. Engrossed bills : 
To authorize Nelson H. Bearse and associates to con-

struct a wharf in Barnstable ; 
To authorize Jarvis R. Nickerson and associates to con-

struct a wharf in Barnstable ; 
To authorize the Boston Young Men's Christian Union 

to hold additional real and personal estate ; and 
To renew the appropriation for the improvement of the 

Commonwealth's flats in Boston Harbor ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Represent-

atives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 

the Senate. 
Adjourned. 

THURSDAY, February 5, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
Society!̂ 1 B .y Mr. Dickinson of Amherst, the remonstrance of 

Leonard Withington and 127 other Congregational minis-



ters of Massachusetts, against the sale of the Old South 
Church. Referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Hull of Ipswich, the petition of Israel K. J u s t ana equal 
Jewett, J r . , and 83 others, for just and equal taxation. 
Referred to the committee on Just and Equal Taxation. 

By Mr. Chisholm of New Bedford, the petition of c h a s . L. w o o d 
Charles L. Wood and others, for incorporation as the 
Masonic Building Association of Now Bedford. Referred 
to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Shaw of Boston, the petition of Edward Cham- New bridge 
berlain and 47 others, citizens of Boston, for a bridge Cambridge." 
from Boston to Cambridge. Referred to the committee 
on Roads and Bridges. 

By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of Rev. Pr ison for 
Dr. Buckingham and 54 others, and Mrs. H. Smith and w o m e n ' 
39 others of Springfield, for a state reformatory prison for 
women. 

By Mr. Currier of Newburyport, the petition of David Do-
Wood and 209 others of Newburyport, for a separate 
prison for female convicts. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
By Mr. Hall of Upton, the petition of John C. Whitin Army register 

and 77 others of Northbridge; and by Mr. Howard of a u d b a t t l e - f l i « a -
Bridgewater, the petition of Lewis Holmes and 47 others 
of Bridgewater, for the rescinding of the Sumner reso-
lutions. Severally referred to the committee on Federal 
Relations. 

By Mr. Blood of Lowell, the petition of J . P . Folsom Annexation of 
and 34 others of Lowell, for the annexation of a portion LoweiShUry 

of the town of Tewksbury to Lowell. 
By Mr. Moors of Greenfield, the remonstrance of L . ^"¡""^fH"*' ' 

Severance and 41 others, tax-payers of Shelburne, against ¿ume. 
the petition of C. L . Spear and others, for a union of the 
towns of Buckland and Shelburne. 

By Mr. Eaton of Medway, the petition of the town of Medway. 
Medway, for a grant of books to replace those destroyed 
by fire. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Curtis of Marlborough, the petition of S. J . w o m a n suf-

Shaw and 19 others; by Mr. Nelson of Stow, the petition i a g e ' 
of William S. Heywood and 59 others; by Mr. Gleason 
of Watertown, the petition of Joseph Crafts and 63 
others; by Mr. Orcutt of Hardwick, the petition of Rev. 



Grist mills, etc. 

Petit ions to tlie general court. 

New elections in cities and towns. 

Check-lists. 

Thomas D. Howard and 27 others of Petersham ; by Mr. 
Rogers of Weymouth, the petition of D. L . Sterling and 
64 others; and by Mr. Blinn of Lexington, the petition 
of J . A. Bacon and others; all for woman suffrage. 
Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Bassett of Easthampton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Manufactures inquire 

into the expediency of so amending chapter 224 of the 
laws of 1870, that corporations may be organized under 
said act for the purpose of carrying on grist-mills, and 
flour, grain and feed business in connection therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the joint committee on Rules and Orders 

consider the expediency of amending section 8 of chapter 
2 of the General Statutes ̂  so as to provide that the 
petition to be presented to the Legislature shall be filed 
with the Secretary of State at the time of the approval of 
notice to be given as provided in said section. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Loring of Fitchburg,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Elections consider the 

expediency of repealing section 9 of chapter 8 of the 
General Statutes, relating to new elections in cities and 
towns. 

On motion of the same gentleman,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Elections consider the 

expediency of amending chapter 270, acts of 1872, so 
that check-lists in towns shall be sealed up and preserved 
in the manner provided for cities. 

Doves. 

Pr ison for female convicts. 

Tax t reasurers 
and collectors. 

Papers from tlie Senate. 
A bill to prevent the taking of tame doves by snares, 

traps or otherwise, introduced on leave in the Senate, was 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Agriculture. 

The petition of Thomas T. Stone and 67 others of Bol-
ton , for a separate prison for women, was referred in con-
currence to the committee on Prisons. 

Bills : 
In relation to treasurers and collectors of taxes in cities ; 

and 



Relating to district courts ; District courts. 
Which had severally been passed to be engrossed in the 

Senate, were read and referred in course to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend the charter of the Mill Owners' Insur- Mm owners' 
ance Company, introduced on leave in the Senate, and 
referred to the committee on Insurance, came down for 
concurrence. The Chair ruled that this bill was within 
the 46th rule of the House, and in compliance with the 
action of the House yesterday upon the bill relating to the 
Eastern Railroad, the Chair would, unless objection wras 
made, order the Clerk to return the bill with the non-con-
currence of the House. Mr. Bigelow of Boston moved 
that the House concur in granting leave, and the Chair 
ruled the motion not in order. The same gentleman then 
moved a suspension of the 46th rule, but the House 
refused to suspend it. 

The report of the joint committee on Printing, that the Troy and 
order relative to printing twelve hundred copies of House ( i i e w i h d d R I{-
Document No. 9, with accompanying map, relating to the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad, ought to pass, which report 
had been accepted in the Senate, was referred to the com-
mittee on Printing of the House, on motion of Mr. Hale 
of Boston. 

A bill to revive the Monument Bank in the city of ^" ' ¿ l m e n t 

Charlestown for certain purposes, passed to be engrossed 
by the Senate, was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Bassett of Easthampton, from the committee on cheater c. 

Claims, on a petition, reported a resolve in favor of Clies- C o n a i l t -
ter C. Conant. 

Mr. Cole of Cheshire, from the committee on Parishes Lunat ic hospital 
and Religious Societies, reported a resolve in favor of the a t i a u n t o n -
state lunatic hospital at Taunton. 

These resolves were read and referred in course to the 
committee on Finance. 

Mr. Hull of Stockbridge, from the committee on .Mer- Bunker mil 
cantile A (Fairs, reported leave to withdraw on the petition sociation. 
of the Bunker Hill Monument Association that the 17th 
of June may be made a legal holiday. 

Mr. Bailey of Georgetown, from the same committee, Fideli ty of 
reported leave to withdraw on the petition of Benjamin F . ° f f i c i a l s -

13 



Resolves passed. 

Orders of the day. 

Stevens, Dwight Foster and others, for incorporation as a 
company to guarantee the fidelity, <fcc., of persons occu-
pying places of trust. 

These reports were read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Engrossed resolves : 
In favor of E . H. Chisholm ; and 
To provide the town of Medfield with certain laws and 

documents; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Represent-

atives ;) 
Were passed, signed and sent to the Senate. 

Orders of the Day. 
The motion made by Mr. Parker of New Bedford, to 

reconsider the vote whereby the House accepted the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, inexpedient to legis-
late, on the order relative to amending the law concerning 
the licensing of innholders and common victuallers, so as 
to provide that licenses may be revoked at the discretion 
of the authority granting them, was debated and rejected. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, inexpe-
dient to legislate, 011 the order relative to the fees of wit-
nesses before police courts and justices of the peace, was 
accepted. 

The report of the committee 011 Elections 011 the petition 
of Charles A. Perry, was considered. 

Mr. Billings of Hatfield moved to amend the report by 
substituting therefor the recommendation of the minority 
of the committee, that the petitioner have leave to with-
draw. The amendment and report were debated at length, 
and on motion of' Mr. Stearns of Boston their further con-
sideration was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Newton, the bill for the 
union of the American Education Society and the Society 
for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Educa-
tion, was recommitted to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

On. motion of Mr. Codman of Boston, the bill to author-
ize the Christian Society in Lynn to sell certain property, 
was recommitted to the same committee. 

Bills: 
To change the time for holding the terms of the superior 

court in the county of Dukes County; and 



To extend the time allowing certain fire insurance com-
panies to increase their capital stock ; 

Were read and ordered to a third reading'. 
The bill to authorize the Maverick Congregational Soci-

ety of Boston to sell real estate, and for other purposes, 
was passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, February 6 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Richardson of Lowell, the petition of John A. Annexation of 

Goodwin and 33 others ; and by Mr. Blood of Lowell, the Lowenbury t° 
petition of S. W . Huse and 43 others of Lowell, for the 
annexation of a portion of the town of Tewksbury to that 
city. 

By Mr. J . E . Fitzgerald of Boston, the petition of Annexation of 
Lewis J . Bird and 195 others, for the annexation of Hyde K f 1 ' 0 

Park to Boston. 
, By Mr. Mayhew of Charlemont, the petition of E . G. u n i o n of Buck-
Lamson and 155 others, in aid of the petition of C. L . lume.1"1 B h e I " 
Spear for a union of the towns of Shelburne and Buckland. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Cummings of Woburn, the petition of the Emi- Emigrant sav. 

grant Savings Bank of Boston, for leave to hold real estate. " 1 8 S 

Referred to the committee on Banks and Banking. 
By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of Eliphalet Pr ison for 

Trask and 56 others, and John A. Cass and 61 others of w o m e n ' 
Springfield, for a state reformatory prison for women. 

By Mr. Bailey of Georgetown, the petition of C. H. Do. 
Hopkinson and others ; by Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the 
petition of Richard G. Greene and 107 others of Spring-
field and vicinity; by Mr. Gilbert of Gloucester, the peti-
tion of Daniel P . Noyes and 53 others of Pigeon Cove; 
and by Mr. Hurlbut of Bolton, the petition of Franklin 
Forbes and 97 others of Clinton; all for a separate prison 
for women. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 



By Mr. Chapman of New Bedford, the petition of Win. 
J . Potter and others, for just and equal taxation. Re-
ferred to the committee on Just and Equal Taxation. 

By Mr. Hodges of Oxford, the petition of the trustees 
of the Nichols Academy in Dudley, for aid. Referred to 
the committee on Education. 

By Mr. Chapman of New Bedford, the petition of Win. 
B. S. Cadwell and others, for the rescinding of the Sumner 
resolution. Referred to the committee on Federal Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. Bassett of Easthampton, the petition of the 
Northampton and Shelburne Falls Railroad Company, for 
an extension of time for locating and building its road. 
Referred to the committee on Railways. 

By Mr. Eaton of Salisbury, the petition of Nathaniel 
Pierce and W m . C. Binney, committee of the Salisbury 
Beach Plank Road Corporation, for amendment of their 
charter. Referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

By Mr. Buffum of Lynn, the remonstrance of James M. 
Whiton and others, against the sale of the Old South 
Church. Referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Porter of Beverly, the petition of Andrew Iv. 
Ober and others, for an act of incorporation as the Odd 
Fellows' Hall Association. Referred to the committee on 
Mercantile Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers of Weymouth, the petition of 
the North Weymouth Fire District to be dissolved, was 
taken from the tiles of last year, and referred to the same 
committee. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Fitz of Chelsea, the petition of Hamlett Bates, 

justice of the police court of the city of Chelsea, for an 
increase of salary and clerical assistance. Referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Taunton , On motion of Mr. Blunt of Haverhill, the bill relative to 
Haverhi l l police the salaries of the justices of the municipal court of Taun-

ton, and the police courts of Somerville and Haverhill, was 
taken from the files of last year, and referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. Thurston of Cambridge moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House yesterday referred the peti-
tion of Edward Chamberlain and 47 others, for a bridge 

Jus t and equal taxation. 

Nichols Academy. 

Army register and battle-flags. 

Nor thampton > and Shelburne Falls R. R . 

Sal isbury Beach Plank Road Co. 

Old South Society. 

Andrew K. Ober. 

Nor th Wey-mouth Fi re Dis-trict. 

Chelsea police court. 

N e w bridge f rom Boston to Cambridge. 



from Boston to Cambridge, to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. The motion was carried, and the same gentle-
man then moved its reference to the committee on Harbors, 
which motion was also carried, and the petition was sent 
up for concurrence. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Codman of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the Clerks of the two branches cause the Applicat ions 

joint rule relating to the disposition of petitions, memorials court! g e n e r a l 

and applications, presented after February 22d, to be pub-
lished conspicuously for one week in six newspapers 
printed in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Granger of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and c°mmitSn n e l 

Troy and Greenfield Railroad be empowered to send for 
persons and papers. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Cole of Cheshire,— 
Ordered, That the tax commissioner furnish, for the use National bank 

of the House, a statement of all the national bank shares e h a r e s ' 
taxed in the year 1871, and in the year 1872, and in the 
year 1873, in the Commonwealth, and that he furnish a 
statement of the lowest rate per cent, in any town where 
a national bank is located, and the highest rate per cent, 
in any town where a national bank is located, and the 
average rate per cent, in all towns where national banks 
are located in the year 1873. 

On motion of Mr. Bassett of Easthampton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire cjjerkofiiamp. 

into the expediency of amending chapter 309 of the laws 8 l r e c o u r t l ! -
of 1873, fixing the salary of the clerk of the courts for the 
county of Hampshire, so that section 3 of chapter 295 of 
the laws of 1867, which provides that such officer may 
receive, from the county treasury, the difference between 
the amount of fees received, and the salary established by 
law, shall be applicable thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary be di- corporations-real estate rected to inquire into the expediency of providing that 

corporations may take and hold the title to real estate con-
veyed to them in mortgage, under certain restrictions. 



Contracts of marr ied women. 

Detention of fire-engines. 

Wills . 

Vienna Exposi-tion. 

T r o j and Greenfield R. R, 

To inquire whether it is expedient to provide that real 
estate, taken on execution, may be sold at public auction 
under certain restrictions. 

To inquire whether it is expedient to provide that no 
action shall bo maintained for any debt under live dollars. 

Mr. Orcutt of Cummington offered the following order, 
which was rejected :— 

Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of amending section 3 of chapter 108 
of the General Statutes, relative to contracts of married 
women, so as to provide that a married woman may enter 
into any contract in the same manner as if she were sole. 

On motion of Mr. Buffum of Lynn,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

'whether any legislation is necessary to punish persons who 
maliciously retard the passage of engines and apparatus 
while going to a fire. 

On motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 

be directed to inquire whether further legislation is neces-
sary in relation to the probate of wills in which the 
testator fails to provide for or name his children. 

A communication was received from His Excellency the 
Governor, transmitting the reports of the commissioner 
and associate commissioner from this Commonwealth to the 
Vienna Exposition. On motion of Mr. Loring of Fitch-
burg, the same were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Granger of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House referred the report of the joint 
committee on Printing, on the order providing for the 
printing of 1,200 copies of House Document, No. 9, with 
accompanying map, to the committee on Printing of the 
House. The motion was carried, and on motion of the 
same gentleman, the report was again referred to the same 
committee with instructions to consider the expediency of 
printing the document without the map. 

Middlesex R. R. Co. A 
Papers from the Senate. 

bill concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company, 
passed to be engrossed in the Senate, was read and ordered 
to a second reading. 



The petition of the Boston Wharf Company, for leave to BoBton wharf 
increase its capital stock, was referred, in concurrence, to 
the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

The petition of G. M. Bartol and 153 others, of Lancas- Prison for 
ter, for a separate prison for women, was referred, in con- w o m e n ' 
currence, to the committee on Prisons. 

The petition of the Eastern Railroad Company, for leave Eastern r. r. 
to construct tracks across Prison Wharf , in Charlestown, C o ' 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Rail-
ways. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Olnev of Boston, from the committee on the Judi- support of . % . paupers . ciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order rela-

tive to the support of paupers by kindred. 
Mr. Codman of Boston, from the Same committee, Death penalty, 

reported leave to withdraw on the petition of Lysander 
Richards, for the abolition of the death penalty. 

Mr. Clark of Boston, from the committee on Probate concealment of 
and Chancery, reported inexpedient to legislate on the l u l l s ' 
order relative to amending sections 17 and 18 of chapter 
92 of the General Statutes, relating to proceedings against 
persons suspected of concealing wills, and so as to prevent 
resort to such proceedings for improper and fraudulent 
purposes. 

Mr. Tyler, of Lowell, from the committee on Banks G. sr. F m o t u et 
and Banking, reported leave to withdraw on the petition 
of G. N. Finotti and others, for a savings bank in Boston, 
to be called the European Savings Bank. 

The same gentleman, _ from the same committee, also w m . si. Fisher 
reported leave to withdraw on the petition of William M. e t a l 8 ' 
Fisher and others, for a savings bank in Attleborough. 

These reports were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the Desertion of 
Judiciary, reported a bill to prevent the desertion of crews c i e w 8 ' 
of vessels. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the same committee, Exemption of 
reported a bill to amend chapter 133 of the General Stat- erty f rom exe-
utes, concerning the exemption of personal property from o u t l o n -
execution. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the. same committee, c ierkofpiym. 
reported a bill to increase the salary of the clerk of courts couru.°uu'y 

for Plymouth County. 



Appeals in The same gentleman, from the same committee, also criminal cases. . . .7 . . 7 . , , „ . 
r e p o r t e d a b i l l t o a u t h o r i z e t h e w i t h d r a w a l o t a p p e a l s 111 
c r i m i n a l c a s e s . 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Clarissa Adams. ]\l r . Lewis of Fairhaven, from the committee on Claims, 
reported a resolve in favor of Clarissa Adams, which was 
referred, in course, to the committee on Finance. 

Orders of the Day. 
o r d e r s of the The report of the committee on Mercantile Affairs, leave 

to withdraw, on the petition of the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association, that the 17th of June may be made a legal 
holiday, was amended on motion of Mr. Bigelow of Bos-
ton, so that the petition should be referred to the next 
General Court, and as amended, it was accepted and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The report of the same committee, leave to withdraw, 
oil the petition of Benj. F . Stevens, Dwiglit Foster and 
others, for incorporation as a company to guarantee the 
fidelity, &c., of persons occupying places of trust, was 
accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

•The bill to revive the Monument Bank, in the city of 
Charlestown, for certain purposes, Avas read and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill to extend the time allowing certain fire insur-
ance companies to increase their capital stock, was amended 
011 motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, passed to be en-
grossed and sent up for concurrence. 

The report of the committee 011 Elections, 011 the peti-
tion of Charles A. Perry, was debated at length. Finally, 
011 motion of Mr. Judd of Lee, its further consideration 
was postponed until Tuesday next, February 10, to be 
placed first in the orders of that day. 

Bins passed. Engrossed bills : 
To incorporate the Odd Fellows Hall Association of 

Lawrence; and 
I11 addition to an act making appropriations for the 

maintenance of the government during the present year ; 
(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-

tatives ;) 
Were passed to be enacted, signed and sent to the 

Senate. 
Adjourned. 



SATURDAY, February 7, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Stearns of Boston, the petition of R. I i . Stearns K . H . s t e a r n s . 

for an act of incorporation of Trustees of Donations for 
purposes of Education in Turkey. 

By Mr. Haskins of Somerville, the petition of Francis slaughter. 
Houghton and 43 others of Somerville ; and by Mr. Davis h o u s e B -

of Cambridge, the petition of B. F . Shaw and 31 others of 
Cambridge, for such modification of chapter 167, acts of 
1871, as will secure to parties prosecuted thereunder the 
right of trial by jury. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 

By Mr. Endicott of Dedham, the petition of Ira C. 
Cleveland and 21 others, pew-owners and parishioners of 
the Episcopal Church in Dedham, for an act of incorpora-
tion. 

By Mr. Osgood of Salem, the petition of the trustees of Saiem-we^ey 
the Wesley Chapel Church of Salem, for a general law to 
provide that trustees appointed by the quarterly conference 
may have the same powers as the deacons of Congrega-
tional churches, and the wardens of Episcopal churches. 

Severally referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Killam of Hanover, the petition of the Plymouth P lymou th 
County Railroad Corporation, for amendment of charter co™ty K ' R ' 
and extension of time for location. Referred to the com-
mittee on Railways. 

By Mr. Fiske of Needham, the petition of Galen Orr Savings Bank at 
and 117 others, for a savings bank in Needham. Referred N e e d h a m -
to the committee on Banks and Banking. 

By Mr. Brayton of Adams, the petition of Charles F . c h a s . F . Tower . 
Tower for state aid. Referred to the committee on 
Claims. 

By Mr. Hallett of Chatham, the petition of Benjamin womansuf. 
Sparrow and others, for woman suffrage. Referred to the r " s e ' 
committee on Woman Suffrage. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 



Paupe r settle. By Mr. Moors of Greenfield, the petition of Edward C. 
Guild, Geo. S. Hale and 38 others of Boston and vicinity, 
for a revisal of the laws concerning pauper settlement. 
Referred to the committee 011 the Judiciary. 

Lobster fishery. ]>,y Mr. Bell of Salem, the petition of Dudley B. Davis 
and 100 others, in regard to regulating the lobster fishery, 
which was placed 011 file. 

Orders. 
O11 motion of Mr. Hayes o /Medford ,— 

Sher i f f ' s juries . Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of so amending chapter 261, section 1, 
acts of 1873, that in all cases in which it is provided by 
law that a sheriff's jury may be had for any purpose, and 
application shall not be made, in the first instance, to the 
superior court, such petition for a jury shall be transferred 
to the superior court, upon motion of the respondents 
named in said petition. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston,— 
Metropolitan Ordered, That the committee 011 Horse Railways he 
Railroads.0 x requested to investigate and report whether any agreement 

intended to affect legislation has been made between the 
Metropolitan and Middlesex Railroad Companies; and if 
so, to report the nature, character, tenor and effect of such 
agreement. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow. of Boston,— 

organiza t ion of Ordered, That the committee 011 Mercantile Affairs con-
other associa-

sider the expediency of amending chapter 32 of the 
General Statutes, relating to the organizing of religious, 
charitable, benevolent and other kindred institutions, and 
extending its application. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Papers from the Senate. 

Prison for The petition of Alexander H. Bullock and 231 others of female convicts. i \\ orcester, tor the establishment of a separate prison for 
female convicts, was referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Prisons. 

Annexat ion of The petition of John A. Buttrick and 31 others 0 T e w k s b u r y to 1 . . 
Loweii . Lowell, tor the annexation ot a portion of Tewksbury to 

Lowell, was referred in concurrence to the committee 011 
Towns. 



The petition of Jabez Delano of Fairhaven, for alteration Tax laws, 
in the tax laws, was referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Just and Equal Taxation. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint standing com- Clerical assist-
mittee on Just and Equal Taxation be, and hereby are, mittee°on°tax. 
authorized to employ such clerical assistance in the prose- a t i o n ' 
cution of their inquiries upon subjects to them referred, as 
in the judgment of said committee may be deemed 
necessary. 

A communication from the Attorney-General, relative Troy and 
to the right of redemption reserved to the Troy and Green- G r e e n f i e l d R - E -
field Railroad Company of said railroad and the Hoosac 
Tunnel, was referred in concurrence to the committee on 
the Hoosac Tunnel Line of Railroads. 

A message from His Excellency the Governor was Museum of 
received and read, relative to the vacancy in the Board of zouiog"tlve 

Trustees of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, request-
ing that the same may be tilled at the earliest convenience 
of the General Court. 

Mr. Crocker of Boston offered the following order, 
which, at the request of Mr. Codman of Boston, was laid 
over until Monday :— 

Ordered, That a joint convention of the two branches Do. 
of the legislature be held on Wednesday, the eleventh 
inst., at half-past two in the afternoon, to elect a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, to till the vacancy caused by the death of Louis 
Agassiz. 

A resolve in favor of Susan W . Holton, introduced on Susan w. 
leave in the Senate, was referred in concurrence to the H o l t o n -

committee on Claims. 
The report of the committee on Claims, leave to with- J a m e s H . Look, 

draw, on petition of James H. Look for compensation for 
illegal arrest and imprisonment by a state constable, 
accepted by the Senate, was read and placed in the orders 
of the day for Monday. 

The report of the committee on Banks and Banking, to Taxation of 
whom was referred the petition of the Townsend National b a n k 8 l i a r e s -
Bank for a change in the laws in regard to the taxation of 
bank shares; also the petition of Daniel Needham and 
others, in aid of the same,—the committee asking to be 
discharged from further consideration of the subject, and 
that it be referred to the committee on Just and Equal 



Taxation,—accepted by the Senate, was placed in the 
orders of the day for Monday. 

crarsCreport!" The a n n u a l report of the Surgeon-General was referred 
in concurrence to the committee oil Military Affairs. 

Anniversary of A resolution concerning the centennial celebration of American mde- • / " t i t - i - i t n 
pendence. the Declaration of Independence, passed in the Senate as 

a substitute for a resolution on the same subject sent up 
from the House, was debated, and, 011 motion of Mr. Lor-
ing of Fitchburg, was laid 011 the table. 

Orders of the Day. 
o r d e r s of the The reports of the committee on the Judiciary : 

Inexpedient to legislate, on the order relative to the 
support of paupers by kindred ; and 

Leave to withdraw, 011 the petition of Lysander Rich-
ards and others, for the abolition of the death penalty; 
and the 

Report of the committee 011 Probate and Chancery, 
inexpedient to legislate, 011 the order relative to amending 
sections 17 and 18 of chapter 92 of the General Statutes, 
relating to proceedings against persons suspected of con-
cealing wills, and so as to prevent resort to such proceed-
ings for improper and fraudulent purposes, were severally 
accepted. 

The reports of the committee 011 Banks and Banking: 
Leave to withdraw, on the petition of G. N. Finotti 

and others, for a savings bank iu Boston, to be called the 
European Savings Bank ; and 

Leave to withdraw, on the petition of William M. 
Fisher and others, for a savings bank in Attleborough, 
were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

Bills: 
To amend chapter 133 of the General Statutes, concern-

ing the exemption of personal property from execution; 
To prevent the desertion of crews of vessels ; 
To increase the salary of the clerk of the courts for 

Plymouth County; and 
To authorize the withdrawal of appeals in criminal 

cases; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to revive the Monument Bank in the city of 

Charlestown for certain purposes was passed to be en-
grossed iu concurrence. 



The bill concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company 
was read a second time. Mr. Palmer of Boston moved to 
amend the bill by substituting the bill proposed by the 
minority of the committee on Horse Railways, printed in 
Senate Document, No. 23. Pending this motion, Mr. Per-
kins of Boston moved to postpone the further consider-
ation of the subject until Saturday, February 21. 

Without having voted upon either of these motions the 
House, on motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy, 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, February 9, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. House of North 

Bridgewater. 
Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the petition of Rev. Edward "'K'CO S t r c c t 

Everett Hale and 8,041 others, residents of Boston High-
lands and the southerly part of the city of Boston, request-
ing that authority be granted to the Highland Street Rail-
way Company to run its cars to Cornhill and Haymarket 
Square. Referred to the committee on Horse Railways. 

By Mr. Noyes of North Bridgewater, the petition of the North Bridge 
selectmen of North Bridgewater, that the corporate name w a t e r " 
of said town may be changed from North Bridgewater to 
Brockton. 

By the same gentleman, the petition of C. C. Bixby Do. 
aiid 1,021 others, legal voters of North Bridgewater, in 
aid of the same. 

By Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, the petition of T. H. Cambridge" ° f 

Brewer and others, that their names may be erased from 
one of the petitions for the annexation of Cambridge to 
Boston. 

By the same gentleman, the remonstrance of John M. Do-
Tyler and 133 others, against the annexation of Cambridge 
to Boston. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Haskins of Somerville, the remonstrance of R. M i l I c r ' 8 R i T e r -

H. Sturtevant and 44 others, citizens of Somerville; and 
by Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the remonstrance of Jesse 



W . Haley and 30 others, citizens of Cambridge, against 
any change in chapter 304 of the acts of 1873, being ail 
act for the abatement of a nuisance in the cities of Cam-
bridge and Somerville, and for the preservation of the 
public health in said cities; which were referred to the 
committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

s ta t ion accom- Bv Mr. Chisholm of New Bedford, the petition of the modations at «/ , -, , i r p 
Att ieborough. Boston and Providence Railroad Company, ana the 1 aun-

tou Branch Railroad Company, relative to station accom-
modations at Attieborough. Referred to the committee 
on Railways. Taxation of By Mr. Haskins of Fitchburg, the petition of A. B. bank stocks ctc J - 9 ^ 

' ' Holden and others, selectmen of Westminster and 44 
others, for a change in the mode of taxing bank stocks 
and deposits. Referred to the committee on Just and 
Equal Taxation. Horace w. Mr. Roarers of Weymouth, the petition of Horace Willson et als. ® , , 1 o • ( t i W . Willson and others, tor an act of incorporation ot the 
Grand Temple of Honor and Temperance of Massachusetts. 

ja8. s. Farring- By Mr. Clatur of Boston, the petition of James S. Far-
rington and others, for incorporation of the Grand Lodge 
of the Knights of Pythias. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. Armŷ rcgiBter̂  By Mr. Richardson of Lowell, the remonstrance of 

ana a t t e l ags , p Maxfield and 19 others of Lowell, against the 
rescinding of the Sumner resolution. Referred to the 
committee 011 Federal Relations. 

johnMcGrath. By Mr. Sprague of Framingham, the petition of John 
McGrath, for state aid. 

By Mr. Tyler of Lowell, the petition of Joseph Mc-
Evoy of Lowell, for state aid. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Fairbanks of Natick, the petition of Elisha P. 

Hollis, for the legalizing of a certain deed made by the 
administrator of the estate of Joel Pierce. Referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

Introduced on Leave. 
Disab l edso i - By Mr. Granger of Boston, a resolve in favor of the 
ment Bureau'" Disabled Soldiers' Employment Bureau. Referred to the 

committee on Finance. 

Joseph McEvoy. 

Joel Pierce. 



Orders. 
Mr. Hale of Boston offered the following order, which 

was referred under the rule to the committee on Print-
ing :— 

Ordered, That five hundred copies in addition to the Vienna Exposi. 
usual number be printed of the message of the Governor, t i 0 "' 
transmitting the report of the commissioner and associate-
commissioner from this Commonwealth to the Vienna 
Exposition. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Printing consider and committee . .. . i • -i • t meetings. 

report upon the expediency of causing to be printed, with 
the orders of the day, the meetings of the several com-
mittees for the ensuing day, together with the various 
matters assigned for hearings. 

On motion of Mr. Gay of Chelmsford,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Rules and Orders of Thirtieth House 

the House consider the expediency of amending the thir-
tieth (30th) rule of the House relative to reports of com-
mittees, so that it shall conform to the joint rule on the 
same subject. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A resolve in favor of the State Prison Inspectors, intro- s t a t e prison in. 

duced, on leave, in the Senate, was referred, in concur- 6 p e c t o r 8 ' 
rence, to the committee on Claims. 

A bill to establish the First District Court of Southern First district 
Middlesex, which had been passed to bo engrossed in the ernM°daie°se?." 
Senate, was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The memorial of Walter and Francis Shanly, that they w a i t e r and 
may not be required by their contract with the Common- F r "" c i 6 K h : i n l y ' 
wealth to do any brick arching of the Hoosac Tunnel, 
except at the west end section, was referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee on the Iloosac Tunnel and Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the committee on the Attachments on 

Judiciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order r u a l e 8 t a t e -
relative to records of attachment and levies of execution 
on real estate. 

Mr. Wilson of Boston, from the committee on Water j . l . w o r t h y et 
Supply and Drainage, to whom was referred the petition a l 8 ' 



of J . L . Worthy and others, to be incorporated as the 
West Springfield Water Works, reported that the petition-
ers have leave to withdraw. 

These reports were severally placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Fire-engines. Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, 011 the petition of the mayor of Lynn, and an 
order concerning the punishment of persons maliciously 
obstructing engines, reported a bill to punish the wilful 
obstruction of fire-engines. Read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Codman of Boston offered the following order as a 
substitute for the one laid over from Saturday, relative to 
a joint convention to elect a member of the Board of Trus-
tees of the Museum of Comparative Zoology :— 

Museum of Ordered, That Wednesday, at half-past two in the after-
Zo«iogy?"ve noon, be assigned as the time for filling the vacancy in the 

Board of Trustees of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
caused by the death of Louis Agassiz. 

The order was substituted and adopted. 
Orders of the Day. 

orders of the The report of the committee on Claims, leave to with-
d a y ' draw, 011 the petition of James H. Look, for compensa-

tion for illegal arrest and imprisonment by Daniel Dean, 
a state constable, was accepted in concurrence. 

The report of the committee on Banks and Banking, 
relative to changes in the law taxing national bank shares, 
asking to be discharged from further consideration of the 
same, and recommending its reference to the committee on 
Just and Equal Taxation, was accepted in concurrence. 

Bills: 
To change the time for holding the terms of the supe-

rior court in the county of Dukes County ; 
To amend chapter 133 of the General Statutes, concern-

ing the exemption of personal property from execution ; 
To prevent the desertion of crews of vessels ; 
To increase the salary of the clerk of the courts for 

Plymouth County; and 
To authorize the withdrawal of appeals in criminal cases 

(amended 011 motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy) ; 
Were severally read, passed to be engrossed and sent 

up for concurrence. 



' The bill concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company 
was again debated. The motion of Mr. Perkins of Bos-
ton, that (he further consideration of the bill be postponed 
until Saturday, February 21, was carried. 

Engrossed bills : BUIS passed. 
To incorporate the Lenox Club of Lenox ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) and 
To authorize the Mutual Life Insurance Company, of 

New York, to hold additional real estate in this Common-
wealth ; 

(Which originated in the House of Representatives ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 

the Senate. 
Adjourned. 

TUESDAY, February 10, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Hull of Stockbridge, the petition of Julius Lenox w a t e r 

Rockwell, Thomas Post and others, of Lenox, for an act 
of incorporation as the Lenox Water Company, of Lenox. 

By Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the remonstrance of J . C. Miner 's River. 
Burdakin and 93 others, citizens of Cambridge, against 
any change in chapter 304, acts of 1873, being "an act for 
the abatement of a nuisance in the cities of Cambridge and 
Somerville, and for the preservation of the public health 
in said cities.'' 

Severally referred to the committee on Water Supply 
and Drainage. 

By Mr. Cummings of Somerville, the petition of Herbert A r m y register 
E. Hill and 41 others, soldiers and sailors in the service a n d b a t t l e - f l a s ( 

of the Union during the rebellion, that the resolutions 
passed by the legislature of 1872 in relation to the army 
flags and army register, be not rescinded. Referred to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

By Mr. Hill of Lowell, the petition of Charles A. Stott t°of 

and 31 others; and by Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the peti- Loweii . 
tion of Nathan Crosby and 21 others,—for the annexation 

15 



William Schroe-
der et als. 

Shawmut R. It. Co. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Cambridge Fire-men's Relief Association. 

Female physi-cians. 

Birds, birds' eggs, etc. 

Prison for women. 

of a portion of Tewksbury to Lowell. Severally referred 
to the committee 011 towns. 

By Mr. Ginnodo of Attleborough, the petition of Wil-
liam Schroeder and others, for an act of incorporation as a 
musical society. 

By Mr. Clark of Boston, the petition of the president 
and directors of the Shawmut Railroad Company, to extend 
the time for building said road. 

By Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the petition of lfi5 firms and 
individuals, provision dealers of Quincy and Faneuil Hall 
markets, citizens of Massachusetts; by Mr. Palmer of 
Boston, the petition .of Messrs. Johnson, Fay & Co. and 
others, merchants and business men of Boston; by Mr. 
Haskins of Somerville, the petition of Geo. W . Long and 
89 others, citizens of Somerville ; and by Mr. Davis of 
Cambridge, the petition of James V. Perley and 104 
others, citizens of Cambridge,—all for such modifications 
of chapter 167, acts of 1871, as will secure to parties 
prosecuted under said statute the right of trial by jury. 

Severally referred to the committee 011 Mercantile 
Affairs. 

By Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, the petition of P. H. 
Raymond and others, to be incorporated as the Cambridge 
Firemen's Relief Association. 

By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, the petition of Sophronia 
Fletcher, Mrs. E . D. Cheney and 300 others, asking that 
the laws may be so amended that female physicians may 
be employed to attend women in public institutions. 

Severally referred to the committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions. 

By Mr. Tyler of North Brookfield, the petition of L. E. 
Bliss and 101 others, of North Brookfield, to prevent the 
hunting of wild rabbits by the use of the ferret. 

By the same gentleman, the petition of J . II. Walker 
and 14 others, of Worcester, for an amendment of the act 
concerning birds, birds' eggs and deer. 

Severally referred to the committee- 011 Agriculture. 
* O 

By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of Rev. Dr. 
Burgess and 110 others, and of C. A. Breck and 99 others, 
of Springfield, for a state reformatory prison for women. 

By Mr. Rogers of Weymouth, the petition of Mrs. Asa 
Hunt and 29 others, of Weymouth; by Mr. Lewis of 
Walpole, the petition of O. W . Peabocly and 58 others, of 



Milton; by Mr. Gleason of Watertown, the petition of 
John Iv. Stiekney and 31 others, of Water town; by Mr. 
Billings of Sharon, the petition of Win. H. Savery and 43 
others, of Canton ; and by Mr. Fitz of Chelsea, the peti-
tion of Edward Otheman and 30 others, of Chelsea,—all 
for the establishment of a separate prison for female con-
victs. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Perkins of Boston, the petition of William G. Assistant attor-

Colburn, assistant attorney-general of the Commonwealth, , l u y " g o n o r a i -
for an increase of salary. 

By Mr. Olney of Boston, the petition of John P . Man- John p. Man. 
ning, assistant-clerk of the superior court for criminal n i u g ' 
business of the county of Suffolk, for an increase of salary. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Clark of Wilbraham,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Election of 

the expediency of amending the laws relative to the election sesl^etc!18" 
of selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor of towns. 

On motion of Mr. Knox of Lawrence,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire District court 

into the expediency of establishing a district court in | ' 8 r 8 ^ r t h e r n 

Northern Essex, including, under its jurisdiction, the city 
of Lawrence, and the towns of Andover, North Andover 
and Methuen, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A bill to establish a street sprinkling department within Taunton, 

the city of Taunton, introduced on leave in the Senate, was 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Towns. 

The Eighth Annual Report of the Commissioners on inland fisheries. 
Inland Fisheries for the year ending January 1, 1874, 
which had been printed by the Senate, was referred in 
concurrence to the committee on the Fisheries. 

A communication from the Police Commissioners, in Liquor traffic, 
accordance with an order of the Senate, in relation to the 
liquor traffic in certain counties of this Commonwealth, was 
referred in concurrence to the committee on the State 
Police. 

The petition of James A. Woodbury and others, to be C a m b r i d g e i m . 
made a corporation by the name of the Cambridge Im-



provement Company, for the purpose of purchasing 
and improving certain lands and flats in the city of Cam-
bridge, was referred in concurrence to the committee oil C5 " Harbors. 

The petition of E . B. Patch and 20 others, for the 
annexation of a portion of the town of Tewksbury to the 
city of Lowell, was referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Towns. 

Mr. Cummings of Somerville, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote whereby the House, on Monday, accepted the 
report of committee on Claims, leave to withdraw, on the 
petition of James H. Look, for compensation for illegal 
arrest and imprisonment by David Dean, a state constable. 
The motion was carried, and the same gentleman then 
moved to substitute a resolve in favor of James H. Look 
for the report ; but the motion to substitute was rejected, 
and the report again accepted in concurrence. 

Reports of Committees. 
Paupe r settle- Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of Edward 
C. Guild and others, for a revisal of the laws concerning 
pauper settlement, asked to be discharged from further 
consideration of the same, and recommended its reference 
to the committee on Public Charitable Institutions. Under 
a suspension of the rule the report was accepted, 

sheiburneand Mr. Hayes of Medford, from the committee on Towns, 
a r y ' l t a e . b o u n ' to whom was referred the petition of Amasa Bardwell and 

others, for a change of boundary line between Sheiburne 
and Conway, reported leave to withdraw. 

Ducts. Mr. Mayhew of Tisbury, from the committee on Agri-
culture, to whom was referred the petition of J . T. Hall 
and others, for a change in the law in relation to shooting 
and killing ducks, reported leave to withdraw. 

The last two reports were read and placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow. 

Orders of the Day. 
o r d e r s of the The report- of the committee 011 Elections, 011 the peti-
d a y ' tion of Chas. A. Perry for the scat occupied by Albert 

Montague of Sunderland, was debated at length. 
Mr. Billings of Hatfield, having moved, 011 a previous 

day, to amend the report of the committee by substituting 
the recommendation of the minority of the committee, that 

Annexation of Tewksbury to Lowell. 

Jas . II . Look. 



the petitioner have leave to withdraw, Mr. Codman of 
Boston, moved to amend the amendment by adding the 
words, "and that the seat now occupied by Albert 
Montague of Sunderland, is hereby declared vacant." Mr. 
Wright of Great Barrington, moved the previous question, 
which was carried. Mr. Codman's amendment was adopted 
by a vote of 121 to 74, and Mr. Billings' amendment, as 
amended, was then carried by a vote of 126 to 60. The 
report, as amended, was then accepted, and declaration 
was accordingly made, giving the petitioner leave to with-
draw, and declaring the seat vacant. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, inex-
pedient to legislate, on the order relative to records of 
attachment and levies of execution on real estate, was 
accepted. 

The report of the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage, leave to withdraw, on the petition of J . L. 
Worthy and others, to be incorporated as the West 
Springfield Water Works, was accepted and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The bill to punish the wilful obstruction of fire-engines, 
was read and ordered to a third reading. 

An e n g r o s s e d bill, to revive the Monument Bank in the Bin passed, 
citj' of Charlestown for certain purposes (which originated 
in the Senate), was passed to be enacted, signed and sent 
to the Senate. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 1 1 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Sanger of Danvers. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Howes of Dennis, the petition of J . P . Ordway smelts, 

and others, asking for a change in the law relating to the 
catching of sfnelts during the spawning season. Referred 
to the committee on Fisheries. 

By Mr. Mason of Boston, the petitions of Edward Atkin- s i aughte r . 
son and others, merchants and businessmen of Boston; 
and by Mr. Crocker of Boston, the petition of A. H. 
Rice and others, merchants and business men of Boston, 
for such modifications of chapter 167, acts of 1871, as 



Birds, birds ' eggs, etc. 

Prison for women. 

Do. 

Bridge at Tu rne r ' s Falls . 

Attleborough W a t e r Supply District . 

Annexation of Tewksbu ry to Lowell . 

Annexat ion of Dracut to Lowell. 

will give persons prosecuted under said statute the right 
of trial by jury. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 

By Mr. Wright of Great Barrington, the petition of 
Samuel Camp and others of Great Barrington ; by Mr. 
Shaw of Springfield, the petition of Frank H. Fuller and 
others of Springfield ; and by Mr. Boise of Blandford, the 
petition of Watson E. Boise and others of Blandford,—all 
in aid of the petition of J . II. Walker and others of 
Worcester, for an amendment of the act concerning birds, 
birds' eggs and deer. 

Severa lly referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petition of Rev. 

W . P . Eustis and 45 others of Springfield, for a state 
reformatory prison for women. 

By i l r . Currier of Newburyport, the petition of J . N. 
Rolfe and 83 others of Newbury; by Mr. Phillips of 
Springfield, the petition of Mrs. Win. Mattoon and 29 
others of Springfield ; by Mr. Blinn of Lexington, the 
petition of E . S. Elder and 43 others of East Lexington; 
and by Mr. Field of Leominster, the petition of Joel Smith 
and 149 others of Leominster,—all to establish a separate 
prison for female convicts. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
By Mr. Lamb of Greenfield, the petition of A. W. 

Stevens and others, citizens of Franklin County, for an 
act authorizing and directing the county commissioners 
of said county to lay out and build a highway and bridge 
over the Connecticut River, near Turner's Falls, and to 
assess the cost thereof upon the several towns to be bene-
fited thereby in such proportions as justice and equity 
demand. Referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

By Mr. Ginnodo of Attleborough, the petition of the 
Attleborough Water Supply District, for authority to raise 
additional sums of money. Referred to the committee on 
Water Supply and Drainage. 

By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of Stark Totrnan 
and 32 others of Lowell, for the annexation of a portion of 
Tewksbury to Lowell. 

By Mr. Hill of Lowell, the petition of Jacob Rogers and 
56 firms and others, to annex the town of Dracut to Lowell. 



Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
These petitions were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Noyes of North Bridgewater, the petition of ^ p j ^ ™ ^ 

Ellis Packard and 65 others, for the establishment of the coun ty , 
first district court of Plymouth County, comprising the 
towns of Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, North Bridge-
water, West Bridgewater, and other towns in the vicinity. 

By Mr. Bishop of Newton, the petition of the heirs of J ames Taylor . 
James Taylor, that Samuel Little and Frank Moore, ad-
ministrators, be empowered to discharge a certain mort-
gage. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Issue of writs 

the expediency of providing that all the courts, in all cases a B d P R ° C E S 6 E S -
where there has been a partial service of any writ or 
process, shall have authority to cause further service to be 
made and notice given, upon such terms as the court may 
deem proper, in order to acquire jurisdiction of the sub-
ject-matter and the parties, to the same extent as would 
have been acquired if there had been a complete service of 
such writ or process ; and for this purpose to have author-
ity to issue additional writs and processes. 

Mr. Bigelow of Boston moved a reconsideration of the Shawmut Rail-
vote whereby the House referred to the committee on r o a i l C o -
Mercantile Affairs the petition of the president and direct-
ors of the Shawmut Railroad Company, to extend the 
time for building said road. The motion was carried, and • » T 
on motion of the same gentleman the petition was referred 
to the committee on Railways and sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The petitions of II. B. Smith and 64 others, for a flag n a g station at 

station in Westfield, near Main Street, and of Edward A. W c s t f t c l d ' 
Steers and 40 others, in aid of the same, were referred in 
concurrence to the committee on Railways. 

The remonstrance of the selectmen of West Springfield, westspnng. 
against the petition of J . L . Worthy and others, to supply supply.' 
said town with water, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee on AYater Supply and Drainage. 

The petition of Elijah M. Reed and 21 others of Tewks- Annexation of . . . . . , l e w k s b u r y t o bury, lor the annexation of a portion of that town to Loweii. 



Oblate Fathers . 

Lobsters . 

Mill Owners Ins. Co. 

Appropriat ion bill. 

Applications to the general court . 

Gas and gas-meters. 

Centennial cele-bration of Am-erican inde-pendence. 

Depu ty tax commissioner. 

Lowell, was referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Towns. 

Bills : 
To authorize the society of Oblate Fathers for Missions 

among the poor to hold additional estate; 
For the preservation of lobsters ; 
(Which had been passed to be engrossed by the Senate ;) 
Were read and ordered to a second reading. 
The bill to amend the charter of the Mill Owners' Insur-

ance Company, the reference of which to the committee 
011 Insurance had been non-concurred in by the House, 
came down endorsed that the Senate insisted upon its 
reference, and asked for a committee of conference, ap-
pointing 011 its part, Messrs. Bailey, Xorcross and Bacon. 
The House concurred in the request for a committee of 
conference, and the Speaker joined to the committee, on 
the part of the House, Messrs. Hale of Boston,, Mason of 
Plymouth and Crocker of Boston. 

The bill in further'addition to an act making appropria-
tions for the maintenance of the government during the 
present year, passed to be engrossed in the Senate in con-
currence, with an amendment, came down and was con-
sidered, and the amendment was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Gilbert of Gloucester, the list of ap-
plications to the General Court, tiled in the Secretary's 
office, was taken from the table and ordered to be placed 
on the tiles of the House. 

Ou motion of Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the report of the 
inspector of gas and gas-meters was taken from the table, 
and referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, the resolution 
concerning the centennial celebration of the Declaration of 
Independence, was taken from the table and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The annual report of the deputy tax commissioner was 
received, and on motion of Mr. Gilbert of Gloucester, was 
laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

Special Assignment. 
Museum of At half-past two o'clock, Mr. Loud of Winchendon, Comparative . . -, , . , . , 
zoology. called tor the special assignment, being the hllini»' ot the 

vacancy in the Board of Trustees of the Museum of Com-
parative Zoology. 



Mr. Sanger of Danvers moved that the House proceed 
to ballot, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. Sanger of 
Danvers, Council of Boston, Robinson of Falmouth, Blood 
of Lowell, Boise of Blandford, and Williams of Douglas, 
a committee to receive, count and return the vote of the 
House for a trustee. 

Mr. Sanger, from the committee, afterwards reported 
as follows :— 
Whole number of votes cast, . . . . . 178 
Robert R. Wiley had . . . . . 2 
Alexander Agassiz, . . . . . 1 7 6 

And Mr. Agassiz was declared elected a trustee on the 
part of the House. 

Mr. Codman of Boston was charged with a message to 
inform the Senate of the election of Mr. Agassiz, on the 
part of the House. 

Mr. Judd of Lee offered the following order, which was 
laid over until to-morrow at the request of Mr. Loring of 
Fitchburg:— 

Ordered, That the Speaker of the House be authorized P r e c e i ) t -
to give notice of the vacancy now existing in the Second 
Franklin District, and to issue his precept for a new elec-
tion in said district. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Rice of Barre, from the committee on Insurance, to Quincy Mutual 

whom was referred the petition of Israel W . Munroe and ^insurance 
others, of Quincy, reported a bill to extend the charter of 
the Quincy Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and to author-
ize the same to hold real estate. Read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the Land for East 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Senate bill to author- w T f e r r y " 
ize the city of Boston to take and hold land and other 
property for a landing for the East Boston ferry-boats, 
reported that the same ought to pass. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the Judi- District courts, 
ciary, t.o whom was referred the Senate bill relating to 
district courts, reported that it ought to pass with certain 
amendments. 

These bills were placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 



Orders of the Day. 
o r d e r s of the rphe report of the committee on Agriculture, granting 

leave to withdraw on the petition of J . T. Hall and others, 
for a change in the law in relation to shooting and killing 
ducks ; and the 

Report of the committee on Towns, granting leave to 
withdraw on the petition of Amasa Bardwell and others, 
for a change of boundary line between Shelburne and 
Conway; 

Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence. 
The bill to punish the wilful obstruction of fire-engines 

was read, passed to be engrossed and sent up for concur-
rence. 

Bills passed. Engrossed bills : 
To repeal section 10 of chapter 307 of the acts of the 

year 1871, authorizing the town of Winchester to take 
water from the water-pipes and reservoir of the town of 
Woburn ; and 

Making appropriations for expenses of the State alms-
house, the State prison, the reform school at West-
borough, the industrial school for girls, the Bridgewater 
workhouse, the State primary school at Monson, and for 
other purposes; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-
tatives ;) 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Adjourned. 

THURSDAY, February 12, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
w o m a n s u f - By Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the petitions of S. W. 

McDaniel and others, and of M. J . M. Pearson and others, 
of Cambridge ; by Mr. Shattuck of Boston, the petition of 
II. F. Walling and 41 others, of Cambridge; by Mr. 
Howes of Reading, the petition of II . Prentiss and 52 



others, of Reading; by Mr. Fairbanks of Natick, the peti-
tion of Win. Denton and 63 others; by Mr. Gates of 
Groton, the petition of T. T. Locke and 71 others, citizens 
of Pepperell; by Mr. Curtis of Marlborough, the petition 
of E. L. Bigelow and 71 others ; by Mr. Gleason of Water-
town, the petition of J . M. Stone and 22 others; by Mr. 
Tyler of North Brookfield, the petition of W . B. Stone and 
100 others; by Mr. Pratt of Mansfield, the petition of 
Thorndike Leonard and 58 others ; by Mr. Cummings of 
Somerville, the petition of Warren Pollard and 20 others, 
of Somerville; by Mr. Wiley of Boston, the petition of 
A. W. Lock and 121 others; by Mr. Wright of Acton, 
the petition of F . P . Wood and 153 others ; by Mr. Mason 
of Plymouth, the petition of N. B. Spooner and 73 others, 
of Plymouth; by Mr. Howes of Dennis, the petition of 
James V. Howes and 89 others ; and by Mr. Gilbert of 
Gloucester, the petition of Jonathan H. Briggs and Mar-
garet E. Bennett and others, of Gloucester,—all for woman 
suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of Samuel P r i 8 0 n [ o r 

Bowles and 40 others, and George E . Merrill and 31 
others, of Springfield, for a state reformatory prison for 
women. 

By Mr. Bosworth of Taunton, the petition of C. F . D o -
Ormsbee and 34 others, of Taunton ; by Mr. Gates of 
Worcester, the petition of John V. Power and 11 others, 
of Worcester; by Mr. Howes of Reading, the petition of 
Thomas Dawes and 25 others, of Reading; by Mr. Adams 
of Quincy, the petition of Mrs. W . P . Lunt and 18 others, 
of Quincy ; and by-Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the petition of 
L. M. Ball and 240 others, of Boston,—all to establish a 
separate prison for female convicts. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
By Mr. Fiske of Needham, the petition of E . B. Otis Needliam— 

in aid of the petition for a savings bank in Needham. 6 a v i n g s b a n k -
Referred to the committee on Banks and Banking. 

By Mr. Curtis of Marlborough, the remonstrance of ^TLuSflagi 
Win. Barnes of Marlborough, and 31 other soldiers and 
sailors, against rescinding or annulling the resolution 
passed by the legislature of 1872, concerning the army 
register and battle flags. 

By Mr. Cummings of Somerville, the petition of Thomas Do. 
B. Reed and 27 others who served in the Union forces 



Miller's River. 

N e w town way in Lancaster. 

Slaughter , houses. 

during the late rebellion, that the resolutions passed by 
the legislature of 1872, in relation to the army flags and 
army register be not rescinded. 

Severally referred to the committee on Federal Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. Haskins of Somerville, the remonstrance of 
Thomas Cunningham and 91 others, citizens of Somerville, 
against any change in chapter 304 of the acts of 1873, 
being an act concerning a nuisance in said cities. Referred 
to the committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

By Mr. Hurlbut of Bolton, the petition of the selectmen 
of Lancaster, that the statute of 1872, chapter 262, may 
be altered so that the county commissioners of Worcester 
County may have the power to lay out a town or county 
way over or across the line of the Worcester and Nashua 
Railroad in said town of Lancaster. Also the petition of 
the selectmen of Clinton and 67 others, for the same ob-
ject. Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 

By Mr. Gleason of Watertown, the petition of Samuel 
Walker and 59 other individuals and firms; by Mr. 
Palmer of Boston, the petition of A. T. Lowe and others, 
Aierchants and business men of Boston; and by Mr. 
Thurston of Cambridge, the petition of John McSorley and 
other citizens of Cambridge,—all for such modifications of 
chapter 167, acts of 1871, as will secure to parties prose-
cuted under said statute the right of trial by jury. Sever-
ally referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Murray of Pittsfield, the annual report of the 
State Directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad. Re-
ferred to the committee on Railways. 

By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of Francis 
Jewett, mayor of Lowell, in aid of the petition of Jacob 
Rogers and others, to change the boundary lines between 
Lowell and Dracut. Referred to the committee on 
Towns. 

By Mr. Howes of Dennis, the petition of the selectmen 
of Dennis and 29 others, citizens of that town, for the pro-
tection of shell-fisheries. Referred to the committee on 
Fisheries. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Codman of Boston, the petition of R. T. Paine, 

J r . , for a change in the laws relating to mechanics' liens; 
Boston building also a petition of the same gentleman for a change in the 
l a w s - building laws of the city of Boston. 

Boston and Al-bany Railroad Co. 

Lowell and Dracut bound-a ry lines. 

Shell-fisheries. 

Mechanics liens. 



Bv Mr. Hale of Boston, the petition of the county Treasurers of .Middlesex and treasurers of Middlesex and Worcester, for an increase of Worces ter , . Counties. salaries. 
Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Davis of Ware, a bill to amend an act concern- Dogs, 

ing dogs. Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Loring of Fitchburg,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Jus t and Equal Taxa- collection of 

tion consider the expediency of amending section 4 of i ) o l U a x e B -
chapter 12 of the General Statutes, so that assessors of 
taxes may issue a special warrant to collect the poll taxes 
of persons whose credit is considered doubtful, before the 
general warrant is placed in the hands of collectors. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Lucas of Carver,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Administration 

into the expediency of providing that the chairman of the affairs'!8 m t o w" 
board of selectmen may administer oaths in town affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Fiske of Needham,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire smaii-po*. 

whether further legislation is necessary to the proper 
understanding of chapter 189 of the acts of 1872, entitled 
"an act relating to small-pox." 

On motion of Mr. Lucas of Carver,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Bir ths, mar -

into the expediency of amending chapter 21, General deaths.*1" 
Statutes, and acts and resolves of 1865, chapter 96, relating 
to the returning and recording of births, marriages and 
deaths, so that more perfect records may be kept. 

On motion of Mr. Crocker of Boston,— 
Ordered, That all bills, resolves and other papers that Readmgof Mils 

have been, or, under the rules, are to be, printed, shall 
be read by their titles only, unless the full reading is 
requested. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A resolve concerning conveyances of Back Bay lands, Back Bay lands, 

passed to be engrossed by the Senate, was referred in 
course to the committee on the Judiciary. 



Cate National The bill to change the name of the Gate National Ilorse-
i iorseshoe Co. s h o G p a s s e d to bo engrossed by the Senate, was 

referred in course to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 
Reports of Committees. 

Brighton and Mr. Phillips of Salem, from the committee on Railways, 
road Co. to whom was referred the petition of the Brighton and 

Newton Railroad Company, for an extension of time for 
location and construction of its railroad, and for authority 
to sell the same, reported leave to withdraw. 

Attachments on Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the committee on the 
real estate. judiciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order 

relative to amending chapter 264 of the acts of 1870, 
relating to attachments and levies 011 real estate. 

W o m a n as Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, from the same committee, to school commit- . 0 i « n , 1 i j.i 
tees. whom was referred the bill to declare that women are 

eligible as members of school committees, reported, as a 
substitute therefor, an order requesting the opinion of the 
justices of the supreme judicial court upon the following 
question : "Under the constitution and laws of this Com-
monwealth, can a woman be a member of a school com-
mittee ? " 

Committee Mr. Morss of Newburyport, from the committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred the order relative to 
adding to the orders of the day a list of the hearings of 
committees and the subjects assigned for consideration, 
made a report, recommending that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
prepare such lists, to be appended in the orders for the 
succeeding day. Troy and xhe same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom Greenfield Rail- o . . 

road Co. was referred the order providing that 1,200 copies ot tne 
House Document, No. 9, being the report of the engineer 
of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, be printed for the use 
of members of the General Court, reported that the order 
ought to be adopted with an amendment, striking out the 
words "with the accompanying map." 

These reports were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Boston—voting Mr. Codinan of Boston, from the committee on the Ju-
diciary, to whom was referred the petition of the city of 
Boston for the passage of an act to change the mode of 
preparing voting lists and of registering voters in said city, 
&c., reported a bill to establish the board of registrars of 
voters of the city of Boston, and to regulate the prepara-

lists. 



tion and revision of the voting lists in said city. Read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Murray of Pittsfield, from the committee on Finance, Hoosac Tunnel, 
reported that the resolve to provide for expense incurred 
in the supervision of the Hoosac Tunnel, ought to pass. 
The resolve was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Morss of Newburyport, from the committee on Vienna e x p o . Printing, to whom was referred the order relative to print- 8 i t i o n ' 
ing five hundred copies, in addition to the usual number, 
of the reports of the commissioner and associate commis-
sioner from this Commonwealth to the Vienna Exposition, 
reported that the order ought to be adopted. The report 
was accepted under a suspension of the rule. 

The order offered yesterday by Mr. Judd of Lee, re- preeept. 
questing the Speaker to issue his precept for an election 
to fill the vacancy in the Second Franklin District, was 
adopted. 

Orders of the Day. Bills: 
To authorize the city of Boston to take and hold land orders of the 

and other property for a landing for the East Boston ferry- d a y ' 
boats; 

To extend the charter of the Quincy Mutual Fire In-surance Company, and to authorize the same to hold real estate ; 
To authorize the Society of Oblate Fathers for Missions 

among the poor to hold additional real estate ; 
For the preservation of lobsters; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
The Senate bill relating to district courts was read, 

the amendments proposed by the committee on the Judi-
ciary were adopted, and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The resolution concerning the centennial celebration of 
the declaration of independence, was debated at length. 

Mr. Noble of Westfield, moved to amend by adding at 
the end of the resolution the words: "Provided that no 
appropriation shall be made from the national treasury." 

Mr. Perkins of Boston, moved to amend the resolution 
by substituting therefor the following resolution :— 
. "Resolved, That the Senate and House of Representa-

tives m General Court assembled, approve of celebrating 
the centennial anniversary of the Declaration of Indepen-



dence by an exhibition in the city of Philadelphia, which 
shall be worthy of the United States and of the great 
event which it is intended to commemorate." 

Mr. Buxton of Boston, moved the previous question, 
pending which motion, on motion of Mr. Adams of 
Waltham, the House 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, February 1 3 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

W o m a n suf-frage. 

Pr ison for women. 

Do. 

Newton—water 
supply. 

J u s t and equal taxation. 

Petitions. 
By Mr. Winslow of Worcester, the petition of Henry 

Blanchard and 120 others of Worcester ; by Mr. Bo'ynton 
of Westborough, the petition of Daniel S. Whitney and 27 
others of Southborough ; by Mr. Gray of Springfield, the 
petition of Samuel I). Heath and 70 others of Springfield; 
by Mr. Sibley of Auburn, the petition of Elnathan Davis 
and 19 others,—all for woman suffrage. 

These petitions were severally referred to the committee 
on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Manny of Winchester, the petition of Charles 
O. Gage and 34 others of Arlington ; by Mr. Williams of 
Brookline, the petition of W . A. Wellman and 26 others 
of Brookline; by Mr. Clark of Boston, the petition of 
Sarah M. Grimke and 32 others of Hyde Park ; by Mr. 
Porter of Beverly, the petition of John L. Eaton and 37 
others of Manchester,—all for a separate prison for female 
convicts. 

By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of Mrs. A. 
D. Briggs and 119 others of Springfield, and of M. E. 
Foster and 71 others of the same city, for a state reforma-
tory prison for women. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
By Mr. Robinson of Newton, the petition of the city of 

Newton for a supply of water. Referred to the committee 
on Water Supply and Drainage. 

By Mr. Manny of Winchester, the petition of J . F. 
Dwinell and others of Winchendon ; by Mr. Whiting of 
Pembroke, the petitions of N. F . White of Springfield and 



91 others, and R. W . Reynolds and 72 others of Fall 
River,—all for just and equal taxation. 

Severally referred to the committee on that subject. 
By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, the petition of \\ 111. Insane asylums. 

Lloyd Garrison and 67 others for an amendment of the 
laws so that persons confined in insane asylums may com-
municate with their friends by letter, subject only to the 
inspection of the Board of State Charities. Referred to 
the committee on Public Charitable Institutions. 

By Mr. Banister of Worcester, the remonstrance of g^?tyU t h 

C. M. Latnson, pastor of the Salem Church in Worqester, " " J 

and 35 other Congregational ministers of Massachusetts, 
against the sale of the Old South Church. Referred to 
the committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Adams of Quincy, the petition of S. E . Sewall 
and others for an appropriation of a portion of the pro-
ceeds of the dog tax to the use of the Mission for Animals. 
Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Stebbins of Chelsea, the petition of the select- R e v e r e - e r i m -

men of Revere to be included within the jurisdiction of the "'a b U 8 i n e s s ' 
police court of Chelsea. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Dickinson of Amherst,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Education be in- Amherst coi-

structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the l e g e ' 
first section of chap. 34 of the special laws of 1824, en-
titled " an act to establish a college in the town of Am-
herst," that the five members of the board of trustees now 
elected by ballot of the legislature in convention of both 
branches, as they occur, shall hereafter be elected by the 
alumni of said college. 

And that the amount of the annual net income of real or 
personal estate which said college may now receive, may 
be increased. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Loring of Fitchburg,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Juvenile 

the expediency of further legislation to define the jurisdic- o f f e n d e r s -
tion of trial justices of juvenile offenders in Suffolk County. * 

17 



On motion of Mr. Rich ofRoyalston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of establishing a district court in 
North-West Worcester, including under its jurisdiction 
the towns of Athol, Dana, Petersham, Phillipston, Roy-
alston, Templeton, Gardner, Ashburnham and Winchen-
dou, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of giving to the probate courts of 
this Commonwealth power to accept the resignation of 
trustees under a deed or written instrument, and of dis-
charging them from their liability under the same. 

On motion of Mr. Parker of New Bedford,— 
ulcere of cities Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of amending chapter 274 of the acts 
of 1872, relating to contracts with officers of cities, so as 
to provide that it shall not apply to any city which shall 
vote against it on a day specified, or by some other pro-
vision modifying the act. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips of Springfield,— 
cierk ofHamp. Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary consider 
courts. " the expediency of allowing additional compensation to the 

clerk of the courts for the county of Hampden for clerk-
hire. 

Mr. Bigelow of Boston offered the following order, 
which was referred, under the rule, to the committee 011 
Printing:— 

T a x commis- Ordered, That five hundred extra copies of Table F , in 
«oner s Report. ^ ^ q \ l x Commissioner's Report, being the statement of 

municipal assets and liabilities, be printed for the use of 
the Legislature, and that five hundred extra copies of the 
report be printed for the use of the Tax Commission. 

On motion of Mr. J . E . Fitzgerald of Boston,— 
W o m a n suf- Ordered, That the use of the Hall of the House of Rep-
frage. resentatives - be given to the joint committee 011 Woman 

Suffrage, 011 Wednesday, February 18, for the purpose of 
a public hearing. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills : 

Kellogg s t eam To incorporate the Kellogg Steam Power Company, of Power Co. p i t t s f i e l d ; 

District court for Nor th-West "Worcester. 

Resignation of trustees under deeds, etc. 

Contracts with 



To establish the name and fix the capital of the Bridge- Br idgewater 
water Iron Manufacturing Company ; and tmilig co"fae" 

To change the name of the Evangelical Society in Leo- Evangelical . , ° Society. 
minster; 

(Which had passed to be engrossed in the Senate ;) 
Were severally read and placed in the orders of the day 

for a second reading to-morrow. 
The report of the committee on Agriculture, that no Cattle commis-

legislation is necessary, on the annual report of the Cattle 8 1 0 n e r s -
Commissioners, accepted in the Senate, was read and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The report of a committee of conference on the intro- M i n owners' 
duction and reference of the bill to amend the charter of F i r e I n s - C o -
the Mill Owners' Fire Insurance Company, the House 
having non-concurred with the Senate in granting leave to 
introduce the bill, was accepted in concurrence. The 
committee reported that the House recede from its vote, 
non-concurring in the reference of the bill, and concur 
with the Senate in referring said bill to the committee on 
Insurance. 

The petition of Nathaniel Adams and others, for iucor- Mechanics' sav-
poration as the Mechanics' Savings Bank, in Boston, was " > g s 

referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Banks and 
Banking. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing Alexander 
the election, on its part, of Alexander Agassiz as a trustee A g a s s 1 2 -
to fill the vacancy in the Board of Trustees of the Museum 
of Comparative Zoology. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Labor Governor 's Ad-
consider and report whether any, and if any what, action 
should be taken by the present legislature with reference working classes, 
to that part of the Governor's Address contained in the 
following quotation from page 36 :— 

" Along with legislation for giving effect to the census O c5 » O requirement, I hope provision will be made for as search-
ing an inquiry by the labor bureau as is practicable, into 
the social condition of our working classes." 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks Board of Sav-
and Banking consider the expediency of appointing a board aminers!k E x " 
of commissioners for the examination of savings banks. 

A resolution rescinding and annulling a resolution passed fnTLuie.flags 
December 18, 1872, relating to army register and national 



flags, passed by the Senate and sent down for concurrence, 
was considered. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg moved to postpone considera-
tion of the same until Tuesday, February 17. Lost. 

Mr. Bigelow of Boston gave notice that he should call 
for the yeas and nays on the main question. 

Mr. Kelley of Newburyport asked to be excused from 
voting, which request was refused. 

Mr. Bigelow of Boston moved to amend the resolution 
by adding, " and the General Court now assembled ap-
proves of the sentiments expressed by said bill." The 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Cushing of Hingham moved the previous question, 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. Bassett of Easthampton moved to recommit to the 
committee on Federal Relations, with instructions to re-
port a resolution in commendation of Hon. Charles Sum-
ner, and his honest, independent course in the United 
States Senate. 

Mr. Davis of Ware moved that the further consideration 
of the matter be postponed until Wednesday, February 
18. Negatived. 

Mr. Adams of Waltham called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to recommit. Refused. 

The motion to recommit was then negatived. 
Mr. Sleeper of Maiden moved to amend the resolution 

by adding the words, "provided, that we do not hereby 
approve of mutilating the army register of the United 
States." 

Mr. House of North Bridgewater moved to amend Mr. 
Sleeper's amendment by adding, "also, provided, that it 
shall not be construed as a censure of the legislature of 
1872." . 

Both amendments were rejected. 
The yeas and nays were ordered on the main ques-

tion. 
Motions to adjourn, by Mr. Blaney of Peabody; to 

postpone until Monday, by Mr. Fiske of Needham, and to 
postpone indefinitely, by Mr. Bigelow of Boston, were 
severally negatived. 

The vote was then taken on the main question, and the 
House concurred with the Senate in passing the resolution, 
as follows:— 



R E S O L U T I O N rescinding and annulling a Resolution passed December eighteenth, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, relating to Army 
Register and National Flags. 
Resolved, That the resolution passed on the eighteenth 

day of December, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, at 
the extra session of the legislature of that year, relating to 
a bill introduced iu the Senate of the United States con-
cerning the army register and regimental colors of the 
United States, be and hereby is rescinded and annulled. 

The yeas and nays were as follows : 
Y E A S . 

Messrs. "William Abbott, 
William A . Adams, 
John Q . Adams, 
Charles Alden, 
Emory Banister, 
Patrick Barry, 
John H . Bell, 
Robert R . Bishop, 
William E . Blunt, 
Enos W . Boise, 
Fred'k L . Bosworth, 

• William B . Brown, 
James N . Buffum, 
Stillman Butterworth, 
Aaron O . Buxton, 
James H . Carleton, 
Cyrus W . Chapman, 
Charles R . Codman, 
Patrick Collins, 
Austin H . Connell, 
J. W . Coveney, 
George G . Crocker, 
Ben. C. Currier, 
John Cushing, 
Curtis Davis, 
Henry C. Davis, 
John Davol, Jr., 
I. W . Derby, 
Jarvis N . Dunham, 
Joseph M . Eaton, 
Lucian F. Eldridge, 
Augustus B . Endicott, 
James E . Estabrook, 
John B . Fairbanks, 
Joseph E . Fiske, 

Messrs. John E . Fitzgerald, 
Thomas F . Fitz Gerald, 
Eustace C. Fitz, 
Asahel Gates, 
Andrew J. Gove, 
Charles Hale, 
N a h u m B . Hall, 
Solomon E . Hallett, 
Horace Haskins, 
John F. Haskins, 
Joshua P. Haskell, 

* Benj. F . Hayes, 
Sam'l M . Haynes, 
Allen Higginbottom, 
John B . Hill, 
James E . Hill, 
Geo. Hodges, 
N . E . Hollis, 
Benj. Howard, 
David P. Howes, 
Andrew Howes, 
Francis M . Hughes, 
Edward G . Hull, 
John B . Hull, 
Erastus Jones, 
George W . Jones, 
George P. Kingsley, 
William S. Knox, 
Samuel O . L a m b , 
Henry D . Lay, 
Daniel J . Lewis, 
Willard Lewis, 
Joseph C. Little, 
Lewis Lombard, 
Henry B . Lovering, 



Messrs. Horatio A . Lucas, 
John T . Manny, 
Lyman Mason, 
Albert Mason, 
Horace H . Mayhew, 
Edward McCleave, 
James L. Merritt, 
John F. Moors, 
Andrew M . Morton, 
William H . Murray, 
Avery W . Nelson, 
W . Stanley Newhall, 
Reuben Noble, 
Edward O . Noyes", 
Richard Olney, 
Almon M . Orcutt, 
Lysander J. Orcutt, 
Charles S. Osgood, 
Albert Palmer, 
James O . Parker, 
Smith R. Phillips, 
Willard P. Phillips, 
Richard Pope, 
Edward P . Rankin, 

Messrs. John W . Rice, 
J. A . Rich, 
George D . Robinson, 
Charles Robinson, Jr., 
John E . Sanford, 
John Savery, 
Nathaniel Seaver, 
George A . Shaw, 
Henry P. Shattuck, 
Warren Sibley, 
William L . Slade, 
Joshua B. Smith, 
Albert Smith, 
Franklin H . Sprague, 
Richard H . Stearns, 
Isaac Stebbins, 
John H . Studley, 
Daniel J. Sweeney, 
George W . Taft, 
Daniel H . Thurston, 
Moses Williams, Jr., 
James B . Williams, 
Henry W . Wright, 
George C. Wright. 

, N A Y S . 
Messrs. George Bartholmesz, 

William G . Bassett, 
John Bigelow, 
Stephen F. Blaney, 
John C. Blood, 
S. W . Brayton, 
Richard Britton, 
Albe C. Clark, 
Francis E . Clark, 
L. J. Cole, 
John A . Cummings, 
Levi L. Cushing, Jr., 
Edward Eaton, 
John H . Fisher, 
John W . Flfeteher, 
William Frost, 
George S. Gates, 
Ziba Gay, 
W m . B . Gibson, 
Sam'l S. Gleason, 
Elbridge H . Goss, 
Brownell Granger, 
Benj. Heath, 

Messrs. Joseph W . Hill, 
T . M . House, 
Richardson Hutchinson, 
Edward J. Johnson, 
Jonathan Johnson, 
Edward J. Jones, 
Elbridge G . Kelley, 
Lucius W . Knight, 
Frederic W . Lincoln, 
Edward P. Loring, 
Aaron Low, 
Julius M . Lyon,. 
David Mayhew, 
Francis E . Porter, 
J. A . G . Richardson, 
Joseph W . Rogers, 
George J. Sanger, 
Cyrus Savage, 
Henry Shortle, 
J. K . C. Sleeper, 
Rufus Smith, 
Sumner Southworth, 
Artemas S. Tyler, 



Messrs. Warren Tyler, Messrs. Henry W . Wilson. 
Robert R . Wiley, 

Yeas, 118 ; Nays, 49. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Smalley of Harwich, from the committee on Claims, wm. H. nam. 

to whom was referred the petition of William H. Hammond m o n ' 
for state aid, reported a resolve in favor of said Hammond ; 
which was referred in course to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the First District 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Senate bill to estab- em Middlesex!" 
lish the First District Court of Southern Middlesex, re-
ported that the same ought to pass Avith an amendment 
in section eight, in the third, fourth and fifth lines. The 
bill was referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Wellington of Worcester, from the committee 011 Bos ton , B a r r e 
Railways, reported a bill to extend the time for locating EanSad!"" 
and constructing the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad 
iu the toAvn of Winchendon. Read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Engrossed bills: B i n s passed . 
Concerning elections in cities ; 
(Which originated in the Senate ;) 
To repeal sect. 10 of chap. 307 of the acts of the year 

1871, authorizing the town of Winchester to take Avater 
from the water-pipes and reservoir of the t o A v n of Woburn ; 

Authorizing the Maverick Congregational Society of 
Boston to sell its real estate, and for other purposes; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-
tatives ;) 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 
the Senate. 

An engrossed resolve providing for the payment of cer- Resolve passed, 
tain expenses incurred at the militia camp grounds at 
Framingham (Avhich originated in the House) , Avas 
passed, signed and sent to the Senate. 

Adjourned. 

SATURDAY, February 14, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 
Mr. Nathaniel J . Rust, a member-elect from the third ^ i i tLd ' R u s t 

Suffolk district, being present and ready to be qualified, 



presented his credentials, and a committee consisting of 
Mr. Bigelow of Boston, conducted him to His Excellency 
the Governor, to take and subscribe the oaths of office; 
and having been duly qualified Mr. Rust took his seat in 
the House. The Speaker appointed Mr. Rust a monitor 
of the fifth division. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Cedar Grove Cemetery, Bos-ton. 

Metropolitan police. 

Lowell and Draeut bound-ary lines. 

Woman suf. frage. 

Railroad com-missioners. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Robinson of Newton, the petition of F . Xicker-

son & Co., and other merchants and business men of 
Boston, for such modifications of chapter 167, acts of 
1871, as will secure to parties prosecuted under said 
statute the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. Clark of Boston, the petition of William Pope 
and F . U. Tracy, to change the time of making the annual 
report of the Cedar Grove Cemetery in Boston. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 

By Mr. Hill of Beverly, the petition of the Grand Divi-
sion Sons of Temperance of Massachusetts, for the estab-
lishment of a metropolitan police. Referred to the com-
mittee on State Police. 

By Mr. Hall of Dracut, the petitions of E . S. Hunt and 
26 others, citizens of Lowell, and George T. Whitney and 
6 others, citizens of Dracut, for a change in the boundary 
lines between the city of Lowell and Dracut. Referred to 
the committee on Towns. 

By Mr. Gay of Chelmsford, the petition of John B. 
Melvin and 10 others; by Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, the 
petition of Henry R. Danforth and 136 others; and by 
Mr. Morton of Boston, the petition of R. Peterson, Jr . 
and 32 others,—all for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
These petitions were severally sent up for concurrence. 
The fifth annual report of the Board of Railroad Com-

missioners was received, and referred to the committee on 
Railways, and sent up for concurrence. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield,— 

¡m eance°com-' Ordered, That the committee on Insurance inquire into 
panics. the expediency of amending chapter one hundred and 

seventy of the laws of eighteen hundred sixty-one, relating 



to the presumption of law, as to what persons shall be 
deemed to be agents of insurance companies. 

On motion of Mr. Loring of Fitchburg,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Lien onhorses 

the expediency of extending the provisions of chap. 151 of k"ee Pers. c" 
the General Statutes, so that keepers of boarding stables 
may have a lien on horses boarded by them. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The report of the committee on Insurance, inexpedient Foreign insnr-. 1 , , . , . , . i - , ance companies. 

to legislate, on the order relative to the necessity or ex-
pediency of providing by general law that foreign insur-
ance companies may hold real estate in this Common-
wealth, accepted by the Senate, was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for Monday. 

A bill to establish the salary of the assistant clerk of the southern Dis 
municipal court for the Southern District of the city of court1'"'1'11'1'1 

Boston, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, was referred 
under the rule to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill in addition to an act for encouraging the cultiva- cultivation of 
tion of useful fishes, passed to be engrossed by the Senate, u " e f u l li,"1"J8' 
was referred to the committee on Fisheries. 

The petitions of Andrew Geyer and 25 others of Ips- Prison for 
wich, W . W . Johnson and 41 others of Nahant, Anne M. w o m o n ' 
Macy and 289 others of Nantucket, Rev. II. C. Bates and 
40 others of Belmont, Margaret W . Lawrence and 188 
others of Marblehead; all for a separate prison for female 
convicts, were severally referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Prisons. 

A bill to regulate the speed of railroad trains through Speed of rail-
villages of towns, introduced on leave in the Senate, was > 0 " 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Railways. 

The petitions of Alpheus Crosby and 217 others, and }J°™meuf' 
Mary U. Ferrin of Salem, for woman suffrage, were sever-
ally referred in concurrence to the committee on Woman 
Suffrage. 

The petition of Mrs. A. F . Lane and 15 other ladies of n 

Lowell, for an act incorporating the Young Women's i n L o w e i i . 
Home in the city of Lowell, was referred in concurrence 
to the committee on Public Charitable Institutions. 

The petition of the Water Commissioners of Pittsfield, 
to take water of Sackett's Brook and its tributaries for 
further supplying the village of Pittsfield, was referred in 

18 



concurrence to the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage. 

W a t e r A bill to incorporate the Fall Hill Water Company in 
Orange, introduced on leave, and referred to the committee 
on Water Supply and Drainage in the Senate, was ruled 
by the Chair to come within the 46th rule of the House, 
prohibiting its introduction 011 leave. 

Mr. Knox of Lawrence, moved that the 46th rule be 
suspended until the 22d day of February. The motion 
was carried, and the House then concurred with the Senate 
in granting leave to introduce the bill, and it was referred 
in concurrence to the committee 011 Water Supply and 
Drainage.' 

savings banks. The petition of T. H. Smith and 75 others, for a change 
in the laws relating to savings banks, was referred in con-
currence to the committee 011 Banks and Banking. 

Fees received b y Ordered, In concurrence, that the Secretary of the state constables. ' ' J . , 
Commonwealth ascertain the amount ol fees received by 
state constables for services in criminal cases from June 
10, A. D. 1868, to June 26, 1871, and whether such fees 
so received have been paid into the several county 
treasuries; and if not, what officers have failed to make 
such payments, and the amounts due from them severally. 

Orders of the Day. 
o s i e r s of the The report of the committee on the Judiciary, inex-

pedient to legislate, 011 the order relative to amending 
chapter 264 of the acts of 1870, relating to attachments 
and levies 011 real estate, was accepted. 

The report of the committee 011 Agriculture, that 110 
•legislation is necessary, 011 the annual report of the cattle 
commissioners, was accepted in concurrence. 

Bills : 
To extend the time for locating and constructing the 

Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad in the town of 
Winchendon; 

To change the name of the Evangelical Society in 
Leominster; 

To incorporate the Kellogg Steam Power Company of 
Pittsfield; and 

To establish the name and tlx the capital of the Bridge-
water Iron Manufacturing Company; 

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading 



The bill to extend the charter of the Quincy Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, and to authorize the same to hold 
real estate, was read, passed to be engrossed, and sent up 
for concurrence. 

Bills: 
To authorize the city of Boston to take and hold land 

and other property for a landing for the East Boston ferry-
boats ; 

To authorize the society of Oblate Fathers for Missions 
among the poor to hold additional real estate ; 

Were read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
The resolution concerning the centennial celebration of 

the Declaration of Independence, was considered. 
Mr. Osgood of Salem, moved that the further considera-

tion of the resolution be postponed until Monday, but the 
motion was lost. After considerable debate, on motion of 
Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, the resolution was recommitted 
to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Engrossed bills : B I L L S P A B 3 E I -
To extend the time allowed certain fire insurance com-

panies for increasing their capital s tock; and 
In further addition to an act making appropriations for 

the maintenance of the government during the present 
year; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Represent-
atives ;) 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, February 16, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Goss of Melrose, the petition of E . E . Mudge, sianghter-

Sawyer & Co., and other firms and individuals, merchants h o u s e s -
and business men of Boston ; and by Mr. Thurston of 
Cambridge, the petition of Chas. «J. Adams and 125 other 
citizens of Cambridge, for such modification of chapter 167, 
acts of 1871, as that parties prosecuted under said statute 



shall have the right of trial by jury. Severally referred to 
the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Cushing of Cambridge, the petition of the city 
of Cambridge, to provide for the laying out and establish-
ing of an avenue from Brattle Square in Cambridge, to 
Market Street in Ward 19, Boston. Referred to the 
committee on Harbors. 

By Mr. Hayes of Medford, the petition of Jacob Davis 
and 67 other citizens of Medford, for woman suffrage. 
Referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Harris of Wrentham, the remonstrance of 
Joseph McGoun and 25 others, citizens of Cambridge, 
against any change in chapter 804, acts of 1873, being an 
act for the abatement of a nuisance in the cities of Cam-
bridge and Somerville, and for the preservation of the 
public health in said cities. Referred to the committee on 
Water Supply and Drainage. 

By Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, the remonstrance of 
Joshua G. Gooch and 43 others; and by Mr. Smith of 
Cambridge, the remonstrance of Robert 0 . Fuller and 43 
others, against the passage of an act annexing the city of 
Cambridge to the city of Boston. 

By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of George F. 
Whitney and 54 others, for the annexation of a portion of 
Dracut to Lowell. 

By Mr. Chisholm of New Bedford, the petition of 
Thomas Nye, J r . , and others, for the annexation of Fair-
haven to the city of New Bedford. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
preservation of By Mr ."Mason of Plymouth, the petition of E. E . Swift 

and nine others, for the repeal of chapter 320, acts of 1871, 
entitled an act for the preservation of deer. Referred to 
the committee on Agriculture. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
Daniel E. By Mr. Lucus of Carver, the petition of Daniel E. 

Damon, register of probate and insolvency for Plymouth 
County, for an increase of salary, and for clerical assistance, 

wm. B. nowes. By Mr. Osgood of Salem, the petition of William B. 
Howes of Salem, to have deeds of land made by him, as 
trustee under the will of Susanna Burley, confirmed and 
made valid. 

Severally referred to the committee on Probate and 
Chancery. 

N e w avenue in Cambridge. 

W o m a n suf-frage. 

Miller's River. 

Annexat ion of Cambridge to Boston. 

Annexat ion of Dracut to Lowell . 

Annexat ion of Fairbaveli to N e w Bedford. 



On motion of Mr. Moore of Concord, the bill to establish g^n tomid 
a district court in Central Middlesex, was taken from the diesex. 
files of last year, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The petition of Louanna Payne for state aid, was re- LouannaPayne, 

ferred, in concurrence, to the committee on Claims. 
The petition of Onslow Stearns and others, for an act of ^t'eda®°1™/Com 

incorporation under the name of the Old Colony Steam- pany. 
boat Company, was referred, in concurrence, to the com-
mittee on Mercantile Affairs. » 

The report of the committee on Railways, inexpedient to State directors 
legislate, on the order relative to the expediency of pro- i n r a i l r o a d 3 -
viding by law for the appointing by the governor of state 
directors in railroads, accepted in the Senate, was read 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A bill in relation to taking depositions to perpetuate Depositions of 
testimony, passed to be engrossed in the Senate, was t e s t i m 0 1 1 J -
referred, under the rule, to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

A bill to authorize the Lowell and Andover Railroad ^ e i ^ a An. 
Company to cross certain lands of the Commonwealth in 
the town of Tewksbury, introduced on leave in the Senate, 
was read and referred, in concurrence, to the committee 
on Railways. 

Beports of Committees. 
Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the Miller's River. 

Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of the mayor 
of Cambridge, reported a bill to amend " an act for the 
abatement of a nuisance in the city of Cambridge, and for 
the preservation of the public health in said city." 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom DO. 
was referred a petition of the mayor of Cambridge, also 
reported a bill to amend " an act to provide for the pre-
vention and abatement of nuisances and the preservation 
of the public health in the cities of Cambridge and Sorner-
ville." 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom Treasurers and 
was referred the Senate bill in relation to treasurers and taxes, 
collectors of taxes, reported that the same ought to pass. 

Mr. Bishop of Newton, from the committee on Mercan-.woburn-addi-
tile Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of the select- Bc""p. 



men of Woburn, reported a bill to authorize the town of 
Woburn to issue additional water scrip, 

corporations!̂  M r - Parker of New Bedford, from the committee on 
Horse Railways, to whom was referred the bill concerning 
street railway corporations, reported the same in a new 
draft. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Orders of the Day. 
Orders of the The report of the committee on Railways, granting leave 

to withdraw on jthe petition of the Brighton and Newton 
Railroad Company, for an extension of time for the loca-
tion and construction of its railroad, and for authority to 
sell the same, was accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the order request-
ing the opinion of the justices of the supreme judicial court 
upon the following question, "Under the constitution and 
laws of this Commonwealth, can a woman be a member of 
a school committee ?" reported by the committee 011 the 
Judiciary as a substitute for a bill to declare that women 
are eligible as members of school committees, was amended 
by striking out the words " and laws." Mr. Fiske of 
Needham moved to amend, so that the questions referred 
to the court should embrace the right of women to hold 
any office under the constitution and laws, but the Chair 
ruled the amendment out of order, as admitting different 
subject-matters, and, therefore, as not germane. The 
order, as amended, was then substituted for the bill and 
adopted. 

The report of the committee 011 Printing, on the order 
relative to adding to the orders of the day a list of the 
hearings of committees and the subjects assigned for con-
sideration, was amended 011 motion of Mr. Morss of New-
buryport, so as to provide that the hearings shall be those 
to be held on the next day after their appearance in the 
orders. The report, as amended, was accepted. 

The amendment reported by the committee 011 Printing 
to the order providing that 1,200 copies of the House 
Document, No. 9, being the report of the engineer of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad, with the accompanying map, 
be printed for the use of members of the General Court, 
was rejected. On motion of Mr. Granger of Boston, the 



order was then amended so as to provide for the printing 
of that section of the map included between Grout's Cor-
ner and Bardwell's Ferry. The order, as amended, was 
adopted. 

The bill to establish the board of registrars of voters of 
the city of Boston, and to regulate the preparation and 
revision of the voting lists in said city, was read and 
amended in the fourth section on motion of Mr. Perkins 
of Boston, and was then ordered to a third reading. 

The resolve to provide for expense incurred in the 
supervision of the Hoosac Tunnel, was read and ordered 
to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Mayhew of Tisbury, the bill for the 
preservation of lobsters was recommitted to the committee 
on Fisheries. 

Bills: 
Relating to district courts ; 
To change the name of the Evangelical Society in Leo-

minster ; 
To incorporate the Kellogg Steam Power Company, of 

Pittsfield; and 
To establish the name and fix the capital of the Bridge-

water Iron Manufacturing Company (amended 011 motion 
of Mr. Crocker of Boston) ; 

Were severally read and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

The bill to extend the time for locating and constructing 
the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad in the town of 
Winchendon, was passed to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The report of the committee 011 Insurance, that it is 
inexpedient to legislate 011 the order relative to the neces-
sity or expediency of providing by general law that foreign 
insurance companies may hold real estate in this Common-
wealth, was accepted in concurrence. 

At a quarter before four o'clock, the House 
Adjourned. 



TUESDAY, February 1 7 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Eastern Rail-road—depot accommoda-tions. 

Newburypor t . 

Emily F . Wood. 

J . R. Langley et als. 

Ba r re Centen-nial anniver-sary. 

Maiden River. 

F i r s t Par ish of W e s t Roxbury . 

First Religious Society of Blandiord. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Air. Sleeper of Maiden, the petition of Columbus 

Corey and others, selectmen of the town of Everett, for 
the passage of an act requiring the Eastern Railroad to 
furnish better depot accommodations. 

By Mr. Currier of Newburyport, the petition of the 
city of Newburyport, to loan its credit or otherwise aid in 
the construction of the Exeter and Salisbury Railroad. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railways. 
By Mr. Wheaton of Rehoboth, the petition of Emily F. 

Wood for state aid. Referred to the committee on 
Claims. 

By Air. Sanger of Danvers, the petition of J . R. Langley 
and others of Danvers, for leave to take water from Swan 
and Middleton Ponds in North Reading and Middleton, for 
domestic and other purposes. Referred to the committee 
on Water Supply and Drainage. 

By Air. Rice of Barre, the petition of the selectmen of 
Barrc and others of the same town, for authority to ap-
propriate money to defray the expense of celebrating the 
centennial anniversary of its incorporation. Referred to 
the committee on Towns. 

By Air. Hayes of Medford, the petition of James R. 
Fillebrown and others, of the town of Everett, for leave 
to bridge Maiden River. Also, the petition of J . T. 
Foster and others, in aid of the same. Referred to the 
committee on Roads and Bridges. 

By Air. Olney of Boston, the petition of the first parish 
of West Roxbury, for an act to enable said parish to tax 
its pews to meet current expenses. 

By Air. Boise of Blandford, the petition of the pastor, 
officers and members of the First Religious or Cono-rega-
tional Society of Blandford, for an act of incorporation. 

Severally referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. O 



« 

By Mr. Curtis of Marlborough, the petition of N. nmitjng 0f 
"VYitherbee and 42 other citizens of Marlborough, for an ' " " ,I" 
act to prohibit the taking of rabbits by the use of ferrets. 
Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of Mrs. Prison for 
Caroline Bates and 90 others, and Mrs. G. A. Kibbe and w o m c n -
63 others, of Springfield, for a state reformatory prison 
for women. 

By Mr. Haynes of Berlin, the petition of Horace Button Do. 
and 114 other citizens of Northborough, for a separate 
prison for female convicts. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
By Mr. Bartholmesz of Boston, the petition of J . i ^ d c s „ t e e e t 

Greene Jones and Chas. M. Winchester and 1,911 others, 
residents of Boston, requesting that authority be granted 
to the Highland Street Railway Company to run its cars 
to Cornhill and Haymarket Square. Referred to the com-
mittee on Horse Railways. 

By Mr. Morss of Newburyport, the petition of the Newburyport 
trustees of the Newburyport Five Cents Savings Bank for b a u n =' 3 1 ! : , l l k -
change of name. Referred to the committee on Banks 
and Banking. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Mayhew of Tisbury, the petition of Barnard C. 

Marchant, county treasurer of Dukes County, and of 
others, that said treasurer may have an increase of pay. 

By Mr. Judd of Lee, the petition of Harrison Garfield I s a a c C - I v e 8 -
and others, for an increase of the salary of Isaac C. Ives, 
justice of the police court of Lee, from §500 to $800. 

Bv Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, the petition of Thomas TiiomnsHaii 
v i n d W "VV 

Hall and W . W. Blake, constables of the municipal court kake.' 
of Boston, for an increase of salary. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Railways consider and Legislation con-, J • . cermng con-

report such legislation as they may deem expedient m nec t ing ra i i . 
regard to connecting railroads, and the right to use rail- 1 0 ! U S ' " 
roads by transportation companies and individuals. 

Sent up for concurrence. 



t 

District court in Essex County. 

Election of fire district treas-urers . 

On motion of Mr. Hull of Ipswich,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of the establishment of a district court in 
Essex County, to include the city of Newbnryport, and 
the towns of Salisbury, Amesbury, West Newbury, New-
bury and Rowley. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Chicopee,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of providing for the election of 
treasurers in fire districts. 

Discharged female prison-ers. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Lincoln of Boston, a resolve in aid of dis-

charged female prisoners. Referred to the committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions. 

Commissioners 
of prisons. 

Mass. Agricul-tura l College. 

Springfield— Union Street Methodist Epis-copal Church. 

Turne r ' s Falls 
Co. 

Massachusetts School F u n d . 

D u x b u r y and Cohasset l t . R . Co. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The Third Annual Report of the Commissioners of 

Prisons, was referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Prisons. 

A message from the Governor, transmitting the annual 
report of the trustees of the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College, was referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Agriculture. 

The petition of the Union Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Springfield, for a change of name, was referred 
in concurrence to the committee 011 Parishes and Religious 
Societies. 

The petition of the Turner's Falls Company for amend-
ment of its charter, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee 011 Manufactures. 

A communication from the treasurer, transmitting the 
annual report of the Commissioners of the Massachusetts 
School Fund, was referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee 011 Education. 

The petition of the Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad 
Company for extension of time to complete its road, and 
for authority to hold meetings in Boston, was referred in 
concurrence to the committee 011 Railways. 

Robt . S. Ran-tolìi. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee 011 the Judi-

ciary, to whom was referred the report of the attorney-



general, reported a resolve in favor of Robert S. Rantoul. 
Referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Tyler of Lowell, from the committee on Banks and Arlington sav. J . . . ings Bank. 
Banking, to whom was referred the petition of the Arling-
ton Five Cents Savings Bank for leave to hold real estate, 
reported that no legislation is necessary. 

Mr. Billings of Sharon, from the committee on Educa- Nichols 
tion, to whom was referred the petition of the trustees of A t a i e m y -
the Nichols Academy, in Dudley, for aid, reported leave 
to withdraw. 

These reports were read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the Back Bay lands. 
Judiciary, reported that the Senate resolve concerning 
conveyances of Back Bay lands ought to pass, and the 
resolve was placed in the orders of the day for a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Johnson of Lowell, from the committee on Rail- Loweii and A n . ' . i n , dover Rai l road. 
ways, to whom was referred a bill, introduced on leave, to 
authorize the Lowell and Andover Railroad Company to 
cross certain lands of the Commonwealth in the town of 
Tewksbury, reported that the same ought to pass, and the 
bill was placed in the orders of the clay for a second read-
ing to-morrow. 

Mr. Williams of Brookline, from the same committee, oiacoiony 
to whom was referred the petition of the Old Colony Rail- R a i l r o a d / 

road Company, reported a bill to authorize the Old Colony 
Railroad Company to purchase the Middleborough and 
Taunton Railroad. 
, Mr. Robinson of Chicopee, from the committee on the Salary of clerks 
Judiciary, on an order relative to amending chapter 309, o f c o u n t i e B -
acts of 1873, concerning the salary of the clerk of the 
courts for Hampshire County, reported a bill concerning 
the salaries of clerks of the counties. 

Mr. Tyler of Lowell, from the committee on Banks and Newton Savings 
Banking, to whom was referred a petition concerning the 
savings banks at Newton, reported a bill to amend an act 
to incorporate the Institution for Savings in the town of 
Newton. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 



Orders of the Day. 
Orders of the The report of the committee oil Railways, that it is 

inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to the expe-
diency of providing by law for the appointing by the gov-
ernor of state directors in railroads, was accepted in con-
currence. 

Bills : 
To amend " an act for the abatement of a nuisance m 

the city of Cambridge, and for the preservation of the pub-
lic health in said city " ; 

To amend "an act to provide for the prevention and 
abatement of nuisances and the preservation of the public 
health in the cities of Cambridge and Somerville " ; 

To authorize the town of Woburn to issue additional 
water scrip ; 

Concerning street railway corporations ; 
In relation to treasurers and collectors of taxes ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to establish the board of registrars of voters of 

the city of Boston, and to regulate the preparation and 
revision of the voting lists in said city, was amended in the 
sixth section, 011 motion of Mr. Robinson of Newton, passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

The resolve providing for the payment of expenses in-
curred in the supervision of the Hoosac Tunnel, was read, 
passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence. 

At 3.10 the House adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 1 8 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Sanger of Danvers. 

Petitions Presented. 
Annexat ion of By Mr. Gay of Chelmsford, the remonstrance of Nath-
Tewksbu ry to ^ a u d o t l l e r S ) o f Tewksbuiy, against the annex-

ation of any part of said town to Lowell. 



By Mr. Hayes of Medford, the petition of the selectmen Amotion of 
and 100 others, of Medford, for the annexation of that Bottom' 
town to the city of Boston. 

By Mr. Coveney of Cambridge, the remonstrance of L . ^ S g e Y o ' 
Marritt and 132 others, against the passage of an act to Boston, 
annex the city of Cambridge to the city of Boston. 

By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of E . B. Patch Annexat ion of 
and "51 others, citizens of Lowell and Dracut, for the £iweu.t0 

annexation of a portion of Dracut to Lowell. 
Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Jones of Boston, the petition of the Fitchburg Fuchi rarg Raii-

Railroad, for extension of time for locating and completing 
a branch of their railroad. Bv Mr. Seaver of Boston, the remonstrance of the Bos- now England J , , , . . , , Transpor ta t ion 
ton Hotel Coach Company and others, against the passage Co. 
of an act for the incorporation of Henry Blanchard and 
others, as the New England Transportation Company. 

By Mr. Southworth of Williamstown, the petition of 
B. F. Mills, of Williamstown, for extension of time to Railroad, 
locate the Williamstown and Hancock Railroad. 

By Mr. Fairbanks of Fall River, the petition of the Old 
Colony Railroad Company, for extension of time of powers 
granted under chapter 295 of the acts of 1872, and for 
other purposes. Severally referred to the committee on Railways. 

By Mr. Moors of Greenfield, the petition of Thomas C. f a c ™ e m e n t 

Aniory, Edward L. Pierce and 17 others, for a revisal of 
the laws of settlement. Referred to the committee oil 
Public Charitable Institutions. 

By Mr. Phillips of Salem, the petition of John Bertram Dog tax. 
and others, of Salem, in aid of the petition of S. E . Sewall 
and others. Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. Noble of Westfield, the petition of Samuel Hor- Taxat ion of 
ton and 163 others, of Westfield, for the passage of a h 1 W proper ty , 
by which the holder of real estate may deduct, for the 
purposes of taxation, the amount for which his real prop-
erty is mortgaged. 

By Mr. Nutting of Northampton, the petitions of J . L . ^ U ™ d e q u a l 

Otis and 40 others, and Joseph Marsh and 170 others, of 
Northampton ; by Mr. Gushing of Cambridge, the petition 
of J . H . Campbell, of Charlestown, and 214 others of Bos-
ton and vicinity; by Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, the 
petition of A. B. Plimpton of Lowell, and 185 others of 



Lowell, Chelmsford and Newbury; by Mr. Coveney of 
Cambridge, the petition of John Crosby of Leominster and 
80 others; by Mr. Davis of Cambridge, the petition of 
J . T. Clarkson and 100 others of Amesbury and Salisbury ; 
by Mr. Eldridge of Conway, the petition of Leonard 
Church and 54 others, of Ashfield ; by Mr. Jenkins of 
Abington, the petition of C. C. Cook and 161 others, of 
Leominster and other towns; by Mr. Hodges of Oxford, 
the petition of E . P. Noyes and 91 others, of Gardner; 
and by Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petition of A. W . 
Stevens and 214 others, of Boston and Cambridge,—all 
for just and equal taxation. 

Severally referred to the committee on Just and Equal 
Taxation. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
Alimony. By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, the petition of Mrs. Flor-

ence A. Merrill of Boston, for additional legislation on 
alimony, pending libels for divorce. 

ILK.Thatcher By Mr. Codman of Boston, the petition of H. K. 
Thatcher and others, for amendment of chapter 264, acts 
of 1868, so as to better protect the rights of the people in 
the taking of lands under said statute, 

cierk of saicm By Mr. Phillips of Salem, the petition of Samuel P. 
Andrews, clerk of the Salem police court, for an increase 
of salary. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Military Affairs con-

sider and report what legislation, if any, is necessary 
relating to the regulation and issue of uniforms to the 
militia. 

On motion of Mr. Parker of New Bedford,— 
Bank cashiers Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Bankine1 as brokers . . ... . © inquire into the expediency of a law prohibiting bank 

cashiers and treasurers from doing the business of a 
broker. 

On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
repair ofroads Ordered, That the committee on Roads and Bridges 

inquire into the expediency of repealing section 5 of chap-
ter 293 of the acts of the year 1870, in relation to the 

police court. 

Military uni-forms. 



construction and repair of roads within the town of 
Mashpee. Severally sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Chicopee,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Suits against 

into the expediency of additional legislation to authorize p a l t " e i s -
the attachment of the personal property of a copartnership 
in suits against the members of the copartnership individu-
ally. 

On motion of Mr. Shaw of Springfield,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Jurisdict ion of 

into the expediency of enlarging the judicial district n O W police court , 
under the jurisdiction of the police court of Springfield, 
by including within the jurisdiction of said court, the 
towns of Agawam, Longmeadow, West Springfield and 
Wilbraham, in Hampden County, and to fix the salaries of 
the justice and clerk of said court. 

On motion of Mr. J . E . Fitzgerald of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the use of the hall of the House o f ^ a ™ u f -

Representatives be given the committee on Woman 
Suffrage, to-morrow, February 19, for the purpose of a 
public hearing. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, offered the following order, 
which was laid over until to-morrow :— 

Ordered, That rule 55 of the House shall be so construed House Rule No. 
as to include within its provisions, resolutions and joint 
resolutions. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Judd of Lee, a bill in relation to the Lee and 

New Haven Railroad Company. Referred to the commitee 
on Railways, and sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Bills: 
To amend chapter 201 of the acts of 1872, to establish 

the Second District Court of Southern Worcester ; and em Worcester. 
To incorporate the Massachusetts Anglers' Association; Massachusetts 
Which had been passed to be engrossed by the Senate, dauon.° A s &°" 

were referred, under the rule, to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The report of the committee on Railways, asking to be s t r ee t railways, 
discharged from the further consideration of so much of 



the Fiftli Annual Report of the Board of Railroad Com-
missioners as refers to street railways, and recommending 
that the same lie referred to the committee on Horse Rail-
ways, was accepted in concurrence. 

Adulterat ion of 
food. 

Reports of Committees. 
Boston gas com. Mr. Olney of Boston, from the committee on the Ju-
panics . diciary, to whom was referred the petition of the city of 

Boston, that the city may have authority to require gas 
companies located within its limits to lay down pipes, 
reported leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Robinson of Chicopee, from the same committee, 
reported inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to 
further legislation 011 the adulteration of articles of food 
and drink. 

These reports were read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

cate National Mr. Cheney of Orange, from the committee on Mercan-
tile Atfairs, to whom was referred the Senate bill to change 
the name of the Cate National Horseshoe Company, 
reported that the same ought to pass. 

First District Mr. Loud of YViiicheiidon, from the committee 011 Court of South- ^ ' 1 _ 
em Middlesex. Jb mance, to whom was referred the Senate lull to establish 

the First District Court of Southern Middlesex, reported 
that it ought to pass. 

These bills were placed in the orders of the day for a 
second reading to-morrow. 

SarahM.Tuttie. Mr. Cushing of Cambridge, from the same committee, 
reported that the resolve in favor of Sarah M. Tuttle ought 
not to pass. 

Disabledsoi- Mr. Loud, of Winchendon, from the same committee, diers Employ- . ' 1 

ment Bureau, reported that the resolve 111 favor of the Disabled Soldiers' 
Employment Bureau ought not to pass. 

These resolves were placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow, the question being 011 their rejection. 

Mr. Mores of Newburyport, from the committee on SlUllLI O JApCĴ UIU ^p. • / • i 1 f* - 1 1 l J rmtmg, to whom was referred the order relative to print-
ing one thousand extra copies of Table F in the Tax Com-
missioner's Report, being the statement of municipal 
assets and liabilities, reported that the same ought to pass. 
Under a suspension of the rule, the report was"considered 
and accepted. 



Mr. Moors of Greenfield, from the committee on Edu- Oread ins t i tu te , 
cation, to whom was referred the bill to amend the charter 
of the Oread Institute, reported that the same ought to 
pass. 

Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, from the committee on Insur- rro-^ 
ance, to whom was referred the petition of Geo. A. Curtis ment. 
and others, reported a bill to incorporate the Boston Pro-
tective Department. 

Mr. Murray of Pittsfield, from the committee on Finance, cierk f̂ mtch-
to whom was referred the bill to establish the salary of the court.0 ' c e 

clerk of the police court of Fitchburg, reported that it 
ought to pass. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the same committee, Appropriation 
reported a bill making additional appropriations for certain 
expenses authorized in the year 1873 and previous years, 
and for other purposes. Mr. Phelps of Springfield, from the committee on Mer- Masonic Buiid-, . • n /-̂ i t -itt -I I m6 Association 
cantile Affairs, on the petition of Chas. L. Wood and of New Bed-
others, reported a bill to incorporate the Masonic Building 0 1 d ' 
Association in New Bedford. 

Mr. Stearns of Boston, from the committee on Finance, Chester c. 
reported that the resolve in favor of Chester C. Conant o n a n ' 
ought to pass. 

Mr. Sawtelle of New Bedford, from the same committee, î matkjiosp^ 
reported that the resolve in favor of the State Lunatic 
Hospital at Taunton, ought to pass. 

Mr. Jenkins of Abington, from the same committee, iracook. 
reported that the resolve authorizing the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College to pay Ira Cook for injuries received 
while in the employ of said college, ought to pass. 

Mr. Stearns of Boston, from the same committee, 
reported that the resolve in favor of Ephraim H. Sweetser, 
ought to pass. 

These bills and resolves were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Orders of the Day. 
The reports: 
Of the committee on Banks and Banking, that no legis- orders of the 

lation is necessary on the petition of the Arlington Five ' a J ' 
Cents Savings Bank, for leave to hold real estate; and 

Of the committee on Education, granting leave to with-
draw on the petition of the trustees of the Nichols Academy 
iu Dudley, for aid ; 

Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence. 
20 



Bills : 
To authorize the Lowell and Andover Railroad Com-

pany to cross certain lands of the Commonwealth in the 
town of Tewksbury; 

To authorize the Old Colony Railroad Company to pur-
chase the Middleborough and Taunton Railroad ; 

Concerning the salaries of clerks of the counties ; 
To amend an act to incorporate the Institution for 

Savings in the town of Newton ; and a 
Resolve concerning conveyances of Back Bay lands ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Codman of Boston, the bills to amend 

" an act for the abatement of a nuisance in the city of 
Cambridge, and for the preservation of the public health 
in said city," and to amend " an act to provide for the pre-
vention and abatement of nuisances and the preservation 
of the public health in the cities of Cambridge and Somer-
ville," were laid on the table. 

Bills: 
To authorize the town of Woburn to issue additional 

water scrip; and 
Concerning street railway corporations (amended in the 

fifteenth section, on motion of Mr. Parker of New Bed-
ford) ; 

Were read, passed to be engrossed and sent up for con-
currence. 

The bill in relation to treasurers and collectors of taxes 
in cities, was read and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

Biiu passed. Engrossed bills : 
To authorize the Society of Oblate Fathers for Missions 

among the poor to hold additional real estate ; 
To change the name of the Evangelical Society in Leo-

minster ; 
To incorporate the Kellogg Steam-Power Company of Pittsfield; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
Were passed to be enacted, signed and sent to the Senate. 
Adjourned. 



* 

T H U R S D A Y , February 19, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Goodspeed of Barnstable, the petition of the Barnstable 

Barnstable County Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for g T i ' ^ c T 8 1 

extension of charter. Referred to the committee on In-
surance. 

By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petitions of B. B. *™°e n n f o r 

Peck and 27 others, and Helen M.. Allbe and 99 others 
of Springfield, for a state reformatory prison for women. 
Referred to the committee on Prisons. 

By Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, the remonstrance of Annexation of J • > r Cambridge to 
J. C. Bancroft and 79 others, against the annexation ot Boston. 
Cambridge to Boston. 

By Mr. Cbisholm of New Bedford, the remonstrance of Annexations 
Joseph Grinnell and others, against the annexation of New Bedford. 
Fairhaven to New Bedford. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Williams of Brookline, the petition of Edward £° e ^ s n - f l a t s a t 

Atkinson ancl 39 others, that some action be taken for the s o u t h Boston, 
further improvement and future sale of the Common-
wealth's flats at South Boston. Referred to the com-
mittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. Buffum of Lynn, the petition of B. J . Berry, B. j. Berry, 
for the incorporation of himself and others as a water 
company. Referred to the committee on Water Supply 
and Drainage. 

By Mr. Robinson of Falmouth, the petition of Abisha Catching of eels 
Phinney and 49 others, for a law restricting the time 0 f a t F a l m o u t h -
taking and catching eels in the waters of Falmouth. 

By Mr. Mayhew of Tisbury, the petition of J . II . Smith Ecigavtown--
and others, citizens of Edgartown, for authority to con-
trol the waters of Oyster Pond in Edgartown for a fisheiy. 

Severally referred to the committee on Fisheries. 
By Mr. Dacey of Boston, the petition of John B. Bart- i. o. of 

lett and others, to be incorporated under the name of the i a n g 0 1 ' ' 
Independent Order of Grangers. Referred to the com-
mittee on Mercantile Affairs, 



J u s t and equal taxat ion. 

Flag station at Westfield. 

Terminal rail-road grounds at South Boston. 

Nichols Academy. 

Sealers of weights and measures—com-pensation. 

W m . T. H a r t et als. 

By Mr. Kelley of Newburyport, the petition of John 
Buntin and 854 others of Newburyport; and by Mr. 
Haynes of Berlin, the petition of Wm. Bassett and 29 
others of Berlin, for just and equal taxation. Severally 
referred to the committee on Just and Equal Taxation. 

By Mr. Noble of Westfield, the remonstrances of Merritt 
Van Dusen and 32 others; W m . II. Harrison and 128 
others; Wm. O. Fletcher and 117 others; and Jas. H. 
Waterman and 42 others,—all against the petition for a 
flag station at or near Main Street crossing, in Westfield. 

By Mr. Williams of Brookline, the petition of Edward 
Atkinson and 36 others, doing business in Boson, that 
some action be taken to see in what manner the several 
lines of railroad leading to the west and north-west may 
be concentrated on terminal grounds at South Boston. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railways. 
These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Hodges of Oxford, the petition of the trustees 

of Nichols Academy for permission to mortgage their 
property. 

By Mr. Newhall of Lynn, the petition of the mayor of 
Lynn, for a change in the statutes, so that the compensa-
tion of sealers of weights and measures shall be differently 
regulated by the city council. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. Bishop of Newton, the petition of Wm. T. Hart 

and others, trustees, for the application of the sinking 
fund provided for by chapter 134 of the acts of 1854. 
Referred to the committee on Finance. 

Introduced on Leave. 
Mattapoisett— By Mr. Washburn of Lakeville, a bill to amend an act public common. . y . J . . . , relating to a public common m the towii of Mattapoisett. 

Referred to the committee on Towns. 
T l 0 U t - By Mr. Murray of Pittsfield, a bill to amend section 28, 

chapter 384 of the acts of 1869, in relation to catching 
trout. Referred to the committee on Fisheries. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

l loura of labor. 
Papers from the Senate. 

The petition of Lawrence Gibney and others, that sixty 
hours' labor may constitute a week's work in manufactur-



« 

ing establishments, and be so distributed that Saturday 
shall be a " short day," so called, was referred in concur-
rence to the committee 011 the Labor Question. 

The petition of Bradford Weston and others, for modi- Biackducksana 
fication of the law in relation to the killing of black ducks 
and teal, was referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Agriculture. 

The petition of the water commissioners of the city of Springfield "water eommis-
Sprmgneld, to be allowed to take land in the town ot doners. 
Belchertown, was referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Fish- Protect ion of 
eries consider if ;wiy legislation is necessary for the pro- m l a n d fishene8-
tection of the inland fisheries. 

A bill to increase the capital stock of the Nantucket and Nantucket and . Cape Cod Cape Cod Steamboat Company, passed to be engrossed in steamboat Co. 
the Senate, was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Phillips of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 Railways consider and ^ ^ g j 0 " ] . ' 0 

report such modifications as they may deem expedient of 
section 3 of chapter 325 of the laws of 1870, relative to 
the subscription to stock of railroad corporations and 
the guarantee of railroad bonds by towns and cities. 

On motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield,— 
Ordered, That the special committee on Just and Equal ¡^'¿"¡¡^ 

Taxation consider the expediency of repealing chapter 315 
of the laws of 1873, relating to taxation of bank shares, 
and to substitute a statute therefor, that shall authorize 
the taxation of bank shares direct in the towns where the 
owner resides. 

On motion of Mr. Buffum of Lynn,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 Railways be instructed 

to inquire if the time has fully come when the interests of 
the Commonwealth require it to exercise its reserved right 
to take the franchise and property of the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
O11 motion of Mr. Crocker of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary consider Publication of 

what legislation, if any, is necessary to secure a more cSirauncases. 



Compensation of special jus-tices of district courts. 

Securities on bonds. 

Leasing of railroads. 

Liquor Commis-sioner's Report . 

prompt publication of the reports of cases argued and 
determined in the Supreme Judicial Court. 

On motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any legislation is necessary in regard to the law 
regulating the method of paying special justices of district 
courts. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing of Hingham,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of legislation requiring notification of 
sureties on bonds by corporations for whose officers such 
bonds are given. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips of Salem, an order relative 
to amending or repealing chapter 180 of the laws of 1872, 
relative to leasing railroads, was taken from the files of 
last year and referred to the committee on Railways. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Shaw of Boston,— 
Ordered, That His Excellency the Governor be re-

quested to furnish the legislature with a copy of the report 
of the Liquor Commissioner for the year 1873. 

Returns of s h a f t ' s and registers of deeds. 

Certificates of corporations. 

Discharged con-victs. 

Att leborough W a t e r Supply District. 

Reports of Committees. 
i l l - . Codman of Boston, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, to whom was referred the abstracts of sheriffs' 
returns and the returns of registers of deeds, reported 
that no legislation is necessary thereon. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, also re-
ported that no legislation is necessary on the abstract of 
certificates of corporations. 

Mr. Jones of Boston, from the committee on Prisons, 
to whom was referred the report of the agent for aiding 
discharged convicts, reported that no legislation is neces-
sary. 

These reports were severally considered under a sus-
pension of the rule and accepted, the last one being sent 
up for concurrence. 

Mr. Cur rier of Newburyport, from the committee on 
Water Supply and Drainage, to whom was referred the 
petition of the Attleborough Water Supply District for 
authority to raise additional sums of money, asked to be 
discharged from further consideration of the same, and 



recommended that it be referred to the committee on 
Mercantile Affairs. The report was accepted and sent up 
for concurrence. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the committee on the ciert of cen-
Judiciary, on the petition of Joseph Tucker and others, M S C ™ « . 
reported a bill to fix the salary of the clerk of the District 
Court for central Berkshire. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, reported cierk of south-
that a bill, introduced on leave, to fix the salary of the SStrictc^rl 
clerk of the District Court of southern Berkshire, ought to 
pass in a new draft. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the same committee, to Forgery 0f 
whom was referred the annual report of the Attorney- c u r l ' e n c y -
General, reported a bill to amend chapter 162 of the 
General Statutes, being an act concerning forgery and 
offences against the currency. 

Mr. M ason of Boston, from the committee on Towns, Documents for 
to whom was referred the petition of the town of Med way, M o d w a y -
reported a resolve directing the secretary of State to pro-
vide the town of Medway with certain documents. 

These bills and resolve were severally referred in course 
to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Olney of Boston, from the committee on the justice and 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of the jus- Norfolk District 
tice and clerk of the District Court of East Norfolk, for C o u r t -
an increase of salary, reported leave to withdraw. 

Bead and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Mr. Hallett of Chatham, from the committee on Parishes American Edu-

and Religious Societies, reported the bill to unite the c a t i o n S o c i e t y ' 
American Education Society and the Society for the Pro-
motion of Collegiate and Theological Education, in a new 
draft. 

Mr. Hull of Stockbridge, from the committee on Mer- oad Feiiows-
cantile Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Beveri 
Andrew K. Ober and others, reported a bill to incorpo- " 
rate the Odd Fellows' Hall Association of Beverly. 
_ Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the Embezzlements 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the Attorney-General's |? t y c r e c e i v e r 6 ' 
report, reported a bill relating to embezzlements by re-
ceivers and other officers appointed by courts of record. 

Mr. Cheney of Orange, from the committee on Mercan- Frohsinn stag-
pie Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Wm. i u s 8 o o i e t y-



Sckroeder, reported a bill to incorporate the Froksinn 
Singing Society of North Attleborough. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Orders of the Day. 
Orders of the ^he o r c l e r ] a id over from yesterday, relative to placing 

resolutions and joint resolutions in the orders of the day, 
was adopted. 

The reports of the committee on the Judiciary : 
Granting leave to withdraw, on the petition of the city 

of Boston, that the city may have authority to require gas 
companies located within its limits to lay down pipes; and 

That it is inexpedient to legislate, 011 the order relative 
to further legislation on the adulteration of articles of food 
and drink; 

Were severally accepted. 
Bills : 
To amend the charter of the Oread Institute ; 
To incorporate the Boston Protective Department; 
To establish the salary of the clerk of the police court of 

Fitchburg; 
Making additional appropriations for certai%expenses 

authorized in the year 1873 and previous years, and for 
other purposes; 

To incorporate the Masonic Building Association in 
New Bedford; and 

To change the name of the Cate National Horseshoe 
Company; 

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
Mr. Sprague of Framingham moved to amend the bill 

to establish the First District Court of Southern Middlesex, 
so that the salary of the judge of said court should be 
§2,000 instead of §1,(300, but the amendment was rejected, 
and the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Resolves : 
In favor of Chester C. Conant; 
In favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton ; 
Authorizing the Massachusetts Agricultural College to 

pay Ira Cook for injuries received while in the employ of 
said collegc ; and 

In favor of Ephraim II. Swcetser ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 



On motion of Mr. Cummings of Somerville, the resolve 
in favor of Sarah M. Tattle was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Granger of Boston, the resolve in 
favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Employment Bureau, was 
recommitted to the committee on Finance. 

Bills: 
To authorize the Lowell and Andover Railroad Company 

to cross certain lands of the Commonwealth in the town of 
Tewksbury; 

To authorize the Old Colony Railroad Company to pur-
chase the Middleborough and Taunton Railroad ; and 

To amend an act to incorporate the Institution for Sav-
ings in the town of Newton ; 

Were severally read, passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

_ On motion of Mr. Robinson of Chicopee, the title to the 
bill concerning the salaries of clerks of the counties, was 
amended by inserting the words, "courts for the several" 
before the word " counties." Other amendments to the bill, 
offered by the same gentleman, were adopted, and the bill 
was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

The resolve concerning conveyances of Back Bay lands, 
was read and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the city of Boston to take Bin passed, 
and hold land and other property for a landing for the 
East Boston ferry-boats (which originated in the House of 
Representatives), was passed to be enacted, signed and 
sent to the Senate. 

An engrossed resolve in relation to the State Lunatic Resolve 
Hospital at Worcester (which originated in the House of p a S 8 e d ' 
Representatives), was passed, signed and sent to the 
Senate. 

Adjourned at ten minutes past three. 

FRIDAY, February 20, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Williams of Brookline, the petition of Chas. II. priB™f°>' 

Drew and others of Brookline ; by Mr. Blunt of Haverhil l / 0 0 1 
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Priscilla Free-man. 

George "W. Tarbox . 

Thomas Timo-thy. 
Patr ick Haley. 

David W . Low, 

Ancient Order of Hiberians. 

F rank W . Andrews. 

Ju l ius Wit t ig et als. 

Children's Home in Uox-hury . 

the petition of Johnson Noyes and 32 others of Haverhill ; 
by Mr. Curtis of Marlborough, the petition of H. Trull 
and 29 others of Marlborough : by Mr. Phillips of Salem, 
the petition of Rev. E . B. Willson and 87 others of Salem; 
by Mr. Gates of Groton, the petition of Rev. S. R. Priest 
and 44 others of Littleton ; and by Mr. Buffum of Lynn, 
the petition of M. J . Flanders and 48 others of Lynn,—all 
for a separate prison for female convicts. 

By Mr. Phillips of Springfield, the petition of Rev. E. 
A. Reed and 112 others of Springfield, for a state reforma-
tory prison for women. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
By Mr. Mayhew of Tisbury, the petition of Priscilla 

Freeman, a survivor of the Deep Bottom Tribe of Indians, 
for compensation for a certain part of the fishery in Tisbury 
Great Pond. Referred to the committee on Fisheries. 

By Mr. Bailey of Georgetown, the petition of Geo. W. 
Tarbox of Georgetown, for state aid. 

By Mr. Nutting of Northampton, the petition of Thomas 
Timothy for money due him for state aid. 

By Mr. Coveney of Cambridge, thé petition of Patrick 
Haley, for bounty. 

By Mr. Gilbert of Gloucester, the petition of David AY. 
Low, for state aid for Mary R. Burke. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
By Mr. Davol of Fall River, the petition of John 

McNulty and 19 others, to be incorporated under the name 
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. 

By Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the petition of Frank W. 
Andrews and others, for an investigation into the affairs 
of the Boston Water Power Company. 

By Mr. Haynes of Berlin, the petition of Julius Wittig 
and 55 others of Clinton, to be incorporated under the 
name of the Turn Society Frohsinn of Clinton. 

By Mr. Palmer of Boston, the petition of the board of 
managers of the Children's Home and Home for Aged 
Females in Roxbury, for a change of name. 

Severally 
Affairs. 

Savings bank at South Dennis. 

referred to the committee on Mercantile 

By Mr. Howes of Dennis, the petitions of Levi L. 
Chase and others, and Alvah Small and others, for the 
location of a savings bank at South Dennis. Referred to 
the committee on Banks and Banking. O • 



By Mr. Mayhew of Tisbury, the petition of Priseilla Priseiiia Free-
Freeman, for an appropriation to fence a burial lot and m a n " 
improve lands. Referred to the committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions. 

By Mr. Gushing of Cambridge, the petition of the Allen Alien s t ree t 
Street Congregational Society, for a change of name. s S / " " ' 1 

Referred to the committee on Parishes and Religious 
Societies. 

By Mr. Tyler of North Brookfield, the petition of John Game-birds. 
Culvert and 15 others, for alteration of the law relative to 

• game-birds. Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
By i l r . Orcutt of Cunnnington, the petition of David Eiuaitaxation. 

P. Powers and 32 others, tax-payers of Worthington, for 
more equal taxation on real estate. 

By Mr. Noble of Westfield, the petition of Simeon Taxation of 
Mallory and 54 others, in aid of the petition of Samuel pr°0pert|ed 

Horton and others, in relation to the exemption of mort-
gaged property from taxation. 

By Mr. Bray ton of Adams, the petition of the Adams Adams National 
National Bank in aid of the petition of the Townsend 
National Bank. 

Severally referred to the committee on Jus t and Equal 
Taxation. 

By Mr. Lewis of Fairliaven, the petition of Lewis S. Annexation of -IN F • P -R-\ • I -\T Fairhaven to 
Judd and others, tor the annexation ot Fairhaven to JNew N e w Bedford. 
Bedford. 

By Mr. Sleeper of Maiden, the petition of Geo. P . Cox Annexation of 
and 141 others, for the annexation of Maiden to Boston. Boston. 

By Mr. Hill of Lowell, the petition of Joseph Wilson Annexation of 
and 58 others, citizens of Dracut, to annex part of Dracut Lowellt0 

to Lowell. 
Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Bishop of Newton, the petition of Wm. T. Hart , w m . T.Hart, 

for the dissolution of the Boston, Hartford and Erie Rail-
road Company. 

By the same gentleman, the petition of the Norwich and R. 
Worcester Railroad Company, for leave to increase its 
capital stock and issue bonds. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railways. 
By Mr. Adams of Waltham, the petition of George C. B o n n c r 

Bonner and others, for an act of incorporation as "The 
New England Passenger Conductor's Life Insurance Com-
pany." Referred to the committee on Insurance. 



Superintendents of schools. 

T r u a n t s f rom schools. 

Lowell city char ter . 

Newton city char ter . 
Distr ict court for Nor thwes t Worces ter . 

Al imony. 

Norwich and Worces te r Rail-road. 

By Mr. Cushing of Cambridge, the petition of the school 
committee of the city of Cambridge, that section 35, chap-
ter 38 of the General Statutes be amended. 

By the same gentleman, the petition of the school com-
mittee of Cambridge that chapter 262, acts of 1873, be 
amended. 

By Mr. Richardson of Lowell, the petition of the mayor 
of Lowell for a revision of the city charter. 

By Mr. Robinson of Newton, the petition of the city of 
Newton for an amendment to its charter. 

By Mr. Rich of Royalston, the petition of Charles Field 
and others, for an act to establish a district court for 
Northwest Worcester. 

By Mr. Hill of Lowell, the petition of Samuel B. 
Wyman and others, of Lowell, for legislation allowing 
alimony without divorce. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. Bishop of Newton, the petition of the Norwich 

and Worcester Railroad Company, for application of the 
sinking fund provided for by chapter 134 of the acts of 
1854. Referred to the committee on Finance. 

Medford—wate: bonds. 

Orange W a t e r P o w e r Com-pany . 

Samuel Knowles. 

Land for rail-roads. 

Savings banks. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Hayes of Medford, a bill to authorize the town 

of Medford to issue additional water fund bonds. 
By Mr. Cheney of Orange, a bill to incorporate the 

Orange Water-Power Company. 
Severally referred to the committee on [Mercantile 

Affairs. 
By Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, a bill to authorize 

Samuel Knowles to build a wharf in Provincetown. Re-
ferred to the committee on Harbors. 

By Mr. Robinson of Newton, a bill to amend section 19 
of chapter 63 of the General Statutes, relating to the tak-
ing of lands by railroad companies. Referred to the com-
mittee on Railways. 

These bills were severally read and sent up for concur-
rence. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Mason of Plymouth,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking 

consider the expediency of so amending the laws relating 
to savings banks, that more than one of the active officers of 
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a savings bank may be a member of the board of invest-
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Labor _ Question of 

be instructed to consider the expediency of prohibiting by n0 exhibit ions, 
statute the employment of children under fifteen years of 
age, as performers 011 the stage of theatres and other 
places of public amusement. 

O11 motion of Mr. Billings of Sharon,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Education consider the Return̂ of cmi-

expediency of amending section 3 of chapter 40 of the assessors. 
General Statutes, so that the names of persons between 
the ages of five and fifteen years, as well as the number, 
shall be ascertained by the assessors and reported to the 
school committees of the various cities and towns. 

O11 motion of Mr. Lamb of Greenfield,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Roads and Bridges be Assessmentof 1 , /T> T • IclACO IOX l i p < . U I O instructed to i n q u i r e i n t o the expediency ot so amending 0 f h ighways , 

chapter 298 of the acts of the year 1871, as to provide 
that towns may allow taxes assessed for making and re-
pairing highways to be paid in labor and materials. 

On motion of Mr. Billings of Sharon,— 
Ordered, That the committee 0 1 1 Mercantile Affairs S a k o n w g s -

consider whether further legislation is necessary with u " ,1JU1"" 
regard to the inspection or sale of hogshead hoops. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Mercantile Affairs in- Manufacturing 

quire into the expediency of amending chapter 224 of the p o r t i o n s , 
acts of 1870, concerning manufacturing and other corpo-
rations. 

On motion of Mr. Dickinson of Amherst,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Mercantile Affairs con- A m h e r s t Gas . 

sider the expediency of extending the time fixed by the 
67th chapter of the acts of 1872, entitled an act to extend 
the time for organizing the Amherst Gas-Light Com-
pany. 

On motion of Mr. Boise of Blandford,— 
Ordered, That the committee 0 1 1 Railways consider the Regula t ion of . . -1 -1 • i iciyi i i cjicirgcs, 

expediency of further legislation to regulate and equalize 
the charges for transporting freight. 



On motion of Air. Buffum of Lynn,— 
n™iian?to°L "m Ordered, That the committee on Towns be instructed 
* *"'"' ° 5""' to inquire into the expediency of re-annexing the town of 

Nahant to the city of Lynn. 
These orders were severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Air. Robinson of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of legislating in regard to power-of-sale 
mortgages 011 real estate, so as to secure the following 
advantages :— 

First. A short form of mortgage, so as to lessen the 
accumulation of records in the registry of deeds. 

Second. A uniform method of procedure in sales under 
such mortgages ; and 

Third. To prevent fraud in sales under such mort-
gages. 

On motion of Air. Davis of Ware,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary inquire wives to trustee . - . .. . . . ,, _ 1 i 

process. into the expediency 01 amending chapter iJ0, general laws 
of 1868, so as to make the earnings of the wife and minor 
children liable in trustee process when the action against 
defendant is for necessaries furnished, him or his family. 

On motion of Air. Field of Leominster,— 
Establishment Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary be iu-
0 a n t w c o l "" y ' structed to inquire whether proceedings in the courts of 

justice, and the convenience of the people in the towns of 
the northern part of Worcester County, and the western 
part of Middlesex County, may not be facilitated and pro-
moted by the formation of a new county in that section of 
the State, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Air. Robinson of Newton,— 
Investigation o f Ordered, That the committee 011 Finance inquire 
rious officers.a~ whether the several clerks of the superior, district, muni-

cipal and police courts, the justices of the several district 
and police courts of which there are 110 clerks, the district 
attorneys and trial justices within the Commonwealth dur-
ing the live years last past, have duly accounted for and 
paid over to the proper receiving officers, all lines, for-
feitures, fees, moneys and costs received by them respec-
tively, as provided by law. Such inquiries to include all 
such matters as are embraced in the General Statutes, 
chapter 11-, section 27; chapter 116, sections 20 and 21; 
chapter 120, sections 57 and 258; chapter 121, section 

Power-of-sale mortgages. 

Liability of 
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22, and chapter 176, and in any other statute^ not herein 
enumerated. . 

And that said committee report m full the results ot 
the inquiries, and what legislation, if any, is necessary to 
secure a full, accurate and prompt accounting and paying 
over by said officers. 

On motion of Mr. Mason of Plymouth,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Matters of Probate and 4 » ~ t o 

Chancery consider whether any legislation is necessary to 
provide for notice in cases of allowance to widows. 

On motion of Mr. Dickinson of Amherst,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery gmpju™^ 

inquire into the expediency of requiring the probate court 
in and for the county of Hampshire, to be held at Amherst 
on the second Tuesday of every alternate month. 

The Speaker announced that he liad received a com- w = m ¡ ( 

munication from the justices of the supreme judicial court, u;cS-opimo„ of 
transmitting their opinion on the question, Under the j u d i c i a i c o u r t , 
constitution of this Commonwealth, can a woman be a 
member of a school committee?" submitted to them by 
order of the House. The opinion is as follows :— 

The justices of the supreme judicial court respectfully 
submit the following answer to the question upon which 
their opinion was required by the order of the honorable 
House of Representatives, of the sixteenth day of the 
present month. 

The question is stated in these words : " Under the con-
stitution of this Commonwealth, can a woman be a member 
of a school committee?" The question is limited to the 
effect of the constitution upon the capacity of a woman to 
hold this office, and involves no interpretation of statutes. 

If the constitution prevents a woman from being a mem-
ber of a school committee, it must be by force of some ex-
press provision thereof, or else by necessary implication, 
arising either from the nature of the office itself, or from 
the law of Massachusetts as existing when the constitution 
was adopted, and in the light of which it must be read. 

But the constitution contains nothing relating to school 
committees ; the office is created and regulated by statute; 
and the constitution confers upon the general court full 
power and authority to name and settle annually or pro-
vide by fixed laws for naming and settling all civil officers 



Eastern K. R. 

Prison for women. 

Annexation of Tewksbury to Lowell. 

Flag station at Westfield. 

within the Commonwealth, the election and constitution of 
whom are not in the constitution otherwise provided for. 

The common law of England, which was our law upon 
the subject, permitted a woman to till any local office of an 
administrative character, the duties attached to which 
were such that a woman was competent to perform them. 

The duties of a school committee relate exclusively to 
the education of children and youth in the town or city for 
which it is elected; they consist of the general charge and 
superintendence of the schools, including the employment 
of teachers, the selection of school-books, the regulation 
of the attendance of scholars and the preparation of school 
registers and returns ; and they are in no respect of such a 
nature that they cannot be well and efficient]performed 
by woman. The necessary conclusion is that there is 
nothing in the constitution of the Commonwealth to pre-
vent a woman from being a member of a school committee, 
and that the question proposed must be respectfully 
answered in the affirmative. 

H O R A C E G R A Y . 
J O H N W E L L S . 
J A M E S D . C O L T . 
S E T I I A M E S . 
M A R C U S M O R T O N . 
W M . C . E N D I C O T T . 
C H A S . D E V E N S , J R . 

BOSTON, February 20 , 1874 . 
Papers from the Senate. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail-
ways be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing the act, chapter 360 of the acts of 1873, author-
izing the Eastern Railroad Company to construct a freight 
track, and take lands in Charlestown for freight and other 
purposes. 

The petition of Edward C. Guild and 153 others, for a 
separate prison for female convicts, was referred in con-
currence to the committee on Prisons. 

The petition of Josiah G. Peabody and 150 others, 
owners and proprietors of the Lowell Cemetery, for the 
annexation of a part of Tewksbury to Lowell, was referred 
in concurrence to the committee on Towns. 

The petitions 
Of George Green and others, in aid of the petition o f H . 

B. Smith and others, for a flag station in Westfield; and 



Of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, for additional MTCHBURGR. R. 
power to take land for stations and other purposes ; and 

Of Geo. A. Dadman and others, and Ilenry S. Comey N. E. TRANSFER 
and others, in aid of the petition of Henry Blanchard and C o ' 
others, for a charter for the New England Transfer Com-
pany, were referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Railways. 

The petition of the trustees of the Wesleyan Church in wesieyan 
Duxbury, for a change of name, was referred in concur- i,ury.c1'm D u x " 
rence to the committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 

The following order came down for concurrence :— 
Ordered, That as Monday next is to be observed as a E n f o r c e m e n t of 

public holiday, that the 19th rule of the joint rules and joint rule™ 1 

orders of the Senate and House of Representatives, shall 
not go into operation till and including the 24th day of 
February current, and shall be suspended till that time. 

The order was adopted in concurrence, with the follow-
ing amendments: striking out the word "19th," and 
inserting " 20th" instead; and striking out the words 
"and including the 24th," and inserting the words " the 
25th,"—and sent up for concurrence in the amendments. 

Bills : 
To authorize the Metropolitan Railroad Company to 

increase its capital stock and issue bonds; and 
To amend the act to incorporate the Warren Cotton 

W a r r e n Cot ton 
Mills; Mills-

Passed to be engrossed in the Senate, were read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Cole of Cheshire, from the committee on Public 

Y o u n g "Women's 
' Charitable Institutions,'to whom was referred the petition H o m e t a L o w e 1 1 -

of Mrs. A. F . Lane and others, for an act of incorporation 
as the Young Women's Home in the city of Lowell, 
reported leave to withdraw, the committee believing exist-
ing statutes sufficient for their organization. 

Mr. Banister of Worcester, from the committee 
0 1 1 L o a n s b y 

Banks and Banking, reported inexpedient to legislate, on s a v i n s s b i m k s -
the order relative to the expediency of prohibiting all 
savings banks in this Commonwealth from loaning money 
in any case at a greater rate of interest than seven and 
three-tenths per cent, per annum. 



Savings bank in Mansfield. 

Cashiers of national banks. 

Firs t Parish in Medford. 

Mr. Tyler of Lowell, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of C. T. Borden and others, for a 
savings bank in Mansfield, reported leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Phillips of Springfield, from the same committee, 
reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the order 
relative to providing that no person who is cashier of a 
national bank shall at the same time hold the office of 
treasurer, or any similar office in a savings bank. 

These reports were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Howard of West Bridgewater, from the committee 
011 Parishes and Religious Societies, 011 the petition of the 
First Parish of Medford, reported a bill to amend an act 
entitled an act to establish a ministerial fund for the sup-
port of the gospel ministry in the first parish in the town 
of Medford. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the committee 011 the 
Judiciary, 011 an order 011 the subject, reported a bill 
relating to the jurisdiction of trial justices of juvenile 
offenders in Suffolk County. 

Mr. Boise of Blandford, from the committee 011 Agri-
culture, 011 the petition of S. E . Bliss and others of North 
Brookfield, reported a bill to prohibit the hunting of rab-
bits or hares by the use of ferrets. 

Mr. Smith of Rutland, from the committee 011 Parishes 
and Religious Societies, to whom was referred the petition 
of said church, reported a bill to change the name of the 
Union Street Methodist Church of Springfield. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Mayhew of Charlemont, from the committee 011 
Towns, reported that the bill to authorize the town of Coil-
cord to raise money for a monument and its dedication, 
ought to pass. 

Clarissa Adams. Mr. Cushing of Cambridge, from the committee on 
Finance, reported that the resolve in favor of Clarissa 
Adams ought to pass. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston, from the committee 011 Finance, 
to whom was referred the resolve to furnish certain books 
to the town of Medway, reported that it .ought to pass with 
an amendment. 

Mr. Loud of Winchendon, from the same committee, 
reported that the resolve in favor of William II. Hammond 
ought to pass. 

Trial of juvenile offenders. 

Hunt ing of rabbits . 

Union Street Methodist Church uf Springfield. 

Concord—mon-ument . 

Documents for 
Medway. 

Wra . H . Ham. mond. 



Mr. Murray of Pittsfielcl, from the same committee, cierk of south, 
reported that the bill to fix the salary of the clerk of the d™wcTcourt? 
district court of Southern Berkshire ought to pass. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, reported cierk of central • ii i e . i , . . , t . . Berkshire dis-
that the bill to tix the salary of the cierk ol the district t r ict court, 
court for Central Berkshire ought to pass. 

Mr. Jenkins of Abington, from the same committee, Forgery, 
reported that the bill to amend chapter 162 of the General 
Statutes, ought to pass. 

These bills and resolves were placed in the orders of the 
day for a second reading to-morrow. 

Orders of the Day. 
The report of the committee on the Judiciary, granting orders of the 

leave to withdraw, on the petition of the justice and clerk d a y " 
of the district court of East Norfolk, for an increase of 
salary, was accepted. 

Bills: 
To unite the American Education Society and the 

Society for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological 
Education; 

To incorporate the Odd Fellows' Hall Association of 
Beverly; 

Relating to embezzlements by receivers and other officers 
appointed by courts of record ; and 

To increase the capital stock of the Nantucket and Cape 
Cod Steamboat Company ; 

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the bill to incor-

porate the Frohsinn Singing Society of North Attleborough, 
was recommitted to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Bills: 
To amend the charter of the Oread Inst i tute; 
To establish the salary of the clerk of the police court 

of Fitchburg; 
Making additional appropriations for certain expenses 

authorized in the year 1873 and previous years, and for 
other purposes; and 

To incorporate the Masonic Building Association in 
New Bedford; 

Were severally read, passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The bill to change the name of the Cate National Horse-



shoe Company, was read and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

Mr. Mason of Boston moved that the bill to incorporate 
the Boston Protective Department be recommitted to the 
committee on Insurance, but the motion was lost. Amend-
ments to the bill, proposed by Messrs. Shaw and Kimball 
of Boston, and Robinson of Newton, were adopted, and 
the bill was passed to be engrossed, and sent up for con-
currence. 

Mr. Sprague of Framingham renewed his motion, which 
was lost yesterday, to amend the bill to establish the first 
district court of Southern Middlesex, so that the salary of 
the justice of said court should be $2,000, but the amend-
ment was again rejected, and the bill was read and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Resolves : 
In favor of Chester C. Conant; and 
In favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton ; 
Were severally read, passed to be engrossed, and sent 

up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Crocker of Boston, the title to the 

resolve authorizing the Massachusetts Agricultural College 
to pay Ira Cook for injuries received while in the employ 
of said college, was amended by striking out all after the 
word " Cook," and inserting the words " money to " before 
«Ira ." 

On motion of the same gentleman, the title to the resolve 
in favor of Ephraim II . Sweetser, was amended, so as to 
read "Benjamin F ." instead of "Ephraim II." 

These resolves, as amended, were then passed to be 
engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Gushing of Cambridge, the bill to 
amend " an act for the abatement of a nuisance in the city 
of Cambridge, and for the preservation of the public health 
in said city," was taken from the table, an amendment 
offered by him was adopted, and the bill was passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concurrence. Subsequently, 
the vote whereby the bill was passed to be engrossed was 
reconsidered, 011 motion of Mr.,Codman of Boston, and the 
amendment previously adopted was also reconsidered, and 
another amendment was substituted therefor, on motion of 
Mr. Codman. The bill was then again passed to be en-
grossed and sent up for concurrence. 



Engrossed bills: 
In relation to treasurers and collectors of taxes in cities ; Bills pasBed. 

and 
To establish the name and fix the capital stock of the 

Bridgewater Iron Manufacturing Company ; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate;) 
Were passed to be enacted, signed and sent to the 

Mr. Adams of Quincy moved to adjourn. Mr. Boise of 
Blandford moved to amend the motion so that when the 
House adjourn it be to meet on Tuesday next at 2 o'clock, 
P. M. This motion was ruled out of order, the motion to 
adjourn not being amendable. Mr. Adams's motion was 
declared lost. Mr. Murray of Pittsfield called for the 
yeas and nays. They were ordered, the roll was called, 
and the motion to adjourn was negatived by a vote of 57 
nays to 51 yeas. 

The yeas and nays were as follows :— 

Senate. 

Y E A S . 
Messrs. John Q. Adams, Messrs. Andrew Howes, 

Emory Banister, 
Patrick Barry, 
John Bigelow, 
Stephen F. Blaney, 
William E. Blunt, 
Reuben Boynton, 
William B. Brown, 
Stillman Butterworth, 
James H . Carleton, 
Albe C. Clark, 
Charles R. Codman, 
Patrick Collins, 
Austin H . Connell, 

Henry J. Couch, 
George G . Crocker, 
Curtis Davis, 
Lucian F. Eldridge, 
George 0. Fairbanks 
John II. Fisher, 
Joseph E. Fiske, 
Ziba Gay, 
Solomon E. Hallett, 
Joshua P. Haskell, 
Geo. Hodges, 

L. .J. Cole, 

James D . Hurlbut, 
Edward J. Jones, 
Moses Kimball, 
George P. Kingsley, 
Charles A . Loud, 
Edward P. Loring, 
Horatio A . Lucas, 
Albert Mason, 
William 11. Murray, 
W . Stanlej- Newhall, 
Richard Olney, 
Albert Palmer, 
William E. Perkins, 
Willard P. Phillips, 
Charles L. Pratt, 
John W . Rice, 
Philip H . Robinson, 
George A . Shaw, 
J. K . C. Sleeper, 
Franklin II. Sprague, 
Sumner Southworth, 
Warren Tyler, 
James B. Williams, 
Henry W . Wright. 



N A Y S 
Messrs. William Abbott, 

Andrew Atly, 
John II. Bell, 
Robert R. Bishop, 
Sanford W . Billings, 
Enos W . Boise, 
Dennis Bonner, 
Richard Bntton, 
James N . Buffum, 
Aaron O. Buxton, 
J. W . Coveney, 
John A . Cnmmings, 
Levi L. Cashing, Jr., 
Thomas S. Cushman, 
Timothy J. Daeey, 
Henry C. Davis, 
I. W . Derby, 
Jarvis N . Dunham, 
Augustus B. Endicott, 
John B. Fairbanks, 
William Frost, 
George S. Gates, 
Asahel Gates 
John J. Giles, 
Samuel S. Ginnodo, 
Samuel S. Gleason, 
Charles Hale, 
Horace Haskins, 
John F. Haskins, 

Yeas, 51 

Messrs. Benj. Heath, 
Joseph W . Ilill, 
Francis M . Hughes, 
Richardson Hutchinson, 
Jonathan Johnson, 
Charles H . Killam, 
Lewis Lombard, 
David Mayhew, 
Edward McCleave, 
Andrew M . Morton, 
Porter Nutting, 
Charles S. Osgood, 
Richard Pope, 
Edward B. Rankin, 
Lawrence Reade, 
Charles Robinson, Jr. 
Cyrus Savage, 
E. H . Seymour, 
Henry P.' Shattuck, 
Henry Shortle, 
Isaac Stebbins, 
John II. Studley, 
Daniel J. Sweeney, 
George W . Taft, 
Daniel II. Thurston, 
Michael F. Wells, 
Moses Williams, Jr., 
George C. Wright. 

Nays, 57. 
Mr. Reade of Milford then moved that when the House 

adjourn it be to Tuesday next. Upon a division of the 
House a quorum did not vote. On motion of Mr. Jones 
of Boston, the House then 

Adjourned. • 

SATURDAY, February 2 1 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
Annexa t ion of Bv Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the petition of E II Cambr idge to . 0 . , , , • r . i 1 ' 
Boston. Dwyer and ob others, in favor of the annexation of Cam-

bridge to Boston. O 



By Mr. Bishop of Newton, the petition of Josiah Gill- Boston find 
more and others, inhabitants and owners of real estate in dâ y'iiSe?0™" 
that part of Boston formerly Brighton, for a change of 
boundary line between Boston and Newton. 

By Mr. Noyes of North Bridge water, the petition ^'r-dlami. 
Geo. II. Gurney and 102 others, in aid of the petition of of*name. 
the selectmen of North Bridgewater, for change of name 
of said town. 

By Mr. Gay of Chelmsford, the remonstrance of A. W . ^ 
Mears and 28 others, citizens of Tewksbury, against the LOWC-IL' 5 0 

annexation of any part of that town to Lowell. 
By Mr. Low of Essex, the petition of the selectmen of 

Essex, to discontinue the town landing place, and sell or 
lease the same. 

By Mr. Knox of Lawrence, the petition of Abiel Russ, Annexation of 
John S. Bennett and 26 others, for the annexation of a Lawrence? 
portion of the town of Methuen to the city of Lawrence. 

By Mr. Porter of Beverly, the petition of the selectmen Beverly—issue 
of Beverly, for authority for that town to fund its debt and o f b o n d 8 -
issue bonds. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Morton of Boston, the petition of the Boston, Boston, Revere 

Revere Beach and Lynn Railroad Company, to establish a RaUroad.d L y n " 
ferry between Boston and East Boston. Referred to the 
committee on Harbors. 

By Mr. Knox of Lawrence, the petition of Horatio Smith Inguranee by 
and others, of Lawrence, for a law to authorize cities and c M e s a n d t o w n s -
towns to insure buildings and personal property within 
their limits. Referred to the committee on Insurance. 

By Mr. Buxton of Boston, the petition of E . E . Brad- "", r™:i t^ a 0 p f e l 

shaw, that the Harvard Chapel Corporation may have ciiaries'town. 
authority to sell real estate and other property without 
restriction. Referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

By Mr. Bigelow of Boston, the petition of the selectmen Railroad bridge 
of Adams, that the state build a railroad bridge over South 
A T i Adams Street, m North Adams. Referred to the commit-
tee on Railways. By Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the petition of AY. G. Car- J , , s t m d e z m ] t nn i -i • taxation. 
soil ana ¿50 others, in lavor of just and equal taxation. 
Referred to the committee on Jus t and Equal Taxation. 

By Mr. Wilson of Boston, the petitions of David Snow Slaugliter-
and others, and of the selectmen of Andover; by Mr. 
Jones of Boston, the petitions of A. Hamilton & Co. and 



Public park at Somerville. 

IXolyoke—issue of bonds. 

Beverly Gas Light Co. 

A. C. Martin. 

N e w county in Nor thern "Worcester Co. 

Usury laws. 

others, and of Geo. H. Valpy and others; by Mr. Blood 
of Lowell, the petition of Otis Allen and 55 others of 
Lowell; and by Mr. Gleason of Watertown, the petition 
of D. Harwood & Co. and 45 others,—all for such modifi-
cations of chapter 167, acts of 1871, as will secure to par-
ties prosecuted under said statute the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. Robinson of Newton, the petition of Samuel A. 
Carlton and others, that the city of Somerville be author-
ized to establish a public park. 

By Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petition of the mayor of 
Holyoke, for authority to issue bonds to fund the city 
debt. 

By Mr. Porter of Beverly, the petition of the Beverly 
Gas Light Company, for authority to issue bonds for 
enlargement of its works. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 

By Mr. Perkins of Boston, the petition of A. C. Martin, 
for compensation for services performed under authority 
of chapter 39 of the resolves of 1872. Referred to the 
committee on Claims. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, the petition of T. R. Ware 

and others, citizens of Fitchburg, for a new county in 
northern Worcester and Middlesex counties. Referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Carleton of Haverhill presented the petition of 
Peter T. Homer, George M. Brown, Henry Willis and 
others, in relation to the usury laws; which was laid on 
the table, on motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston. 

Wacliuset t Land 
Co. 

Xew Bedford Rai l road Co. 

Organization of musical corpo-rations. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Haskins of Fitchburg, a bill to incorporate the 

Wacliusett Land Company. Referred to the committee on 
Mercantile Affairs. 

By the same gentleman, a bill to authorize the New 
Bedford Railroad Company to lease its road. Referred to 
the committee on Railways. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy,— 
Ordered, That the committee upon Just and Equal Tax-

ation consider whether it is expedient that corporations for 



musical purposes, organized under General Statutes, chap-
ter 32, and statutes of 1873, chapter 176, shall hold prop-
erty exempt from taxation. 

On motion of Mr. Shaw of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Mercantile Aff airs Immigrants , 

inquire into the expediency of providing by legislation 
means for affording information to immigrants to this 
country of the advantages Massachusetts offers to their 
landing within her borders. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Olney of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Law terms of 

into the expediency of providing by legislation for law courtT r i o r 

terms of the superior court in the several counties of the 
Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. Fiske of Needham, the opinion of the women as 
justices of the supreme judicial court upon the question, tecs-ophllmfof 
"Under the constitution of this Commonwealth, can a s ' J ' c o u r t ' 
woman be a member of a school committee?" was taken 
from the table and referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary, with instructions to consider the expediency of 
reporting a bill declaring women eligible as members of 
school committees. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A bill concerning the election of state directors of rail- s t a t e directors 

roads, which had passed to be engrossed by the Senate, o f r a i l r o a d s -
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The petition of the mayor of Boston, for the passage of B o s t o "— s t o n y 
an act authorizing the city of Boston to straighten and 
deepen the channel of Stony Brook, was referred in con-
currence to the committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

The petition of Charles J . Prescott and others, that the Boston-Nor-
action of the city council of Boston and the school com- m a l S c h ° o 1 -
niittee, pertaining to the Normal School in said city, may 
be legalized, was referred in concurrence to the committee 
on Education. 

The petition of the city of Boston, for the passage of an Boston plumb-
act requiring plumbers doing business in the city of Bos- e r s ' 
ton to obtain a license ; and the 

Petition of the mayor of Boston, for the passage of an Sealers of 
act amending the laws in relation to the sealing of weights me2u™.nd 

23 



and measures, were referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Annexation of The remonstrances of Isaac Ferry and 52 others of Fair-
^WSord. haven, and of J . A. T. Eddy and 16 others, against the 

petition of Thomas Nye, J r . , and others, for the annexa-
tion of Fairhaven to New Bedford, were referred in con-
currence to the committee on Towns. 

Atlas insurance The netition of L. S. Jordan and others, for an act of Guarantee Co. I „ . . , T incorporation under the name of the Atlas Insurance 
Guarantee Company, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee on Insurance. 

Citizens Gas- A bill to incorporate the Citizens' Gas-Light Company 
B o s t o n . 0 ' of Boston, introduced on leave in the Senate, was referred 

in concurrence to the committee on Manufactures, 
prison for The petition of John C. Park and 166 others of Boston, 

for a separate prison for female convicts, was referred in 
concurrence to the committee on Prisons. 

Pi tchburg The petition of John B. Proctor and others, for extension Street Railroad. 1 . . . . . . , , , , t-» >i i 
of time for building the Fitchburg Street Railroad, m 
Fitchburg; and the 

Boston & w e s t Petition of the Boston and West Roxbury Railroad 
Roxbury Company, for authority to change the westerly terminus, 

were referred in concurrence to the committee 011 Ilorse 
Railways. 

The petition of George Stevens and others of Lowell, in 
aid of the petition of Samuel E. Sewall and others, was 
referred in concurrence to the committee 011 Agriculture. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions be instructed to inquire what legis-
lation, if any, is necessary to enable the trustees of the 
State Reform School at Westborough, to provide for the 
more secure detention of the larger boys in said institution, 
and to teach useful trades therein. 

Also, what legislation, if any, is necessary for the better 
government of the juvenile wards of the Commonwealth; 
and report by bill or otherwise. 

The following petitions were severally referred in con-
currence to the committee 011 Railways :— 

Springfield and Petition of Geo. E . Howard and others of Springfield, 
Longmca.i.,« c o n o e r n i n g the construction of the Springfield and "Long-

meadow Railroad. 
Eastern and Petition of the mayor of Boston, for the passage of an 
ny Railroads."" act changing the location of the Eastern Railroad and of 

the Boston and Albany Railroad, in East Boston. 

Dog-tax. 

State Reform School. 



Petition of E . Crane and others, to be incorporated as Boston &Aiba-
the Boston and Albany Railway Trust Company. ?mSco. a y 

Orders of the Day. 
The bill concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company orders of the 

was read, and, on motion of Mr. Palmer of Boston, laid on J a y ' 
the table. 

The report of the committee on Banks and Banking 
that it is inexpedient to legislate, on the order relative to 
providing that no person who is cashier of a national bank 
shall at the same time hold the office of treasurer, or any 
similar office in a savings bank, was considered. Mr. 
Murray of Pittsfield, moved that the report be postponed 
until Tuesday, but the motion was lost. Mr. Blaney of 
Peabody moved to amend the report by substituting a bill 
therefor, entitled " A n act to prevent the cashier of a 
national bank holding the office of treasurer, or any similar 
office in a savings bank." The report and proposed sub-
stitute were discussed, and on motion of Mr. Bigelow of 
Boston, the report was recommitted to the committee on 
Banks and Banking. 

The report of the same committee, that it is inexpedient 
to legislate on the order relative to the expediency of pro-
hibiting all savings banks in this Commonwealth from 
loaning money, in any case, at a greater rate of interest 
than seven and three-tenths per cent, per annum, was also 
debated. Mr. Phillips of Salem, moved that the report be 
recommitted, but the motion was lost, and the report was 
accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

The report of the same committee, granting leave to 
withdraw on the petition of C. T. Borden and others, for 
a savings bank in Mansfield, was accepted, and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The report of the committee on Public Charitable Insti-
tutions, granting leave to withdraw on the petition of Mrs. 
A. F. Lane and others, for an act of incorporation as the 
Young Women's Home, in the city of Lowell, was 
accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

Bills: 
To amend an act entitled an act to establish a ministerial 

fund for the support of the gospel ministry in the first 
parish in the town of Medforcl. 

To fix the salary of the clerk of the district court for Central Berkshire; 



To amend chapter 162 of the General Statutes; 
To authorize the town of Concord to raise money for a 

monument and its dedication ; 
To prohibit the hunting of rabbits or hares by the use of 

ferrets ; 
To change the name of the Union Street Methodist 

Church of Springfield ; and 
To amend the act to incorporate the Warren Cotton 

Mills; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill relating to the jurisdiction of trial justices of 

juvenile offenders in Suffolk County, was read and 
amended on motion of Mr. Loriug of Fitchburg. 

The bill to fix the salary of the clerk of the district 
court of Southern Berkshire, was read and amended, on 
motion of Mr. Wright of Great Harrington, so that the 
salary of the clerk should be $(¡00 instead of $500. 

These bills, as amended, were severally ordered to a 
third reading. 

Resolves : 
In favor of Clarissa Adams ; 
In favor of William II. Hammond ; -and 
To furnish certain books to the town of Medway 

(amended as proposed by the committee on Finance) ; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
Bills : 
To incorporate the Odd Fellows' Hall Association of 

Beverly ; and 
Relating to embezzlements by receivers and other officers 

appointed by courts of record ; 
Were severally read, passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence. 
The bill to increase the capital stock of the Nantucket 

and Cape Cod Steamboat Company, was passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence. 

The bill to authorize the Metropolitan Railroad Com-
pany to increase its capital stock and issue bonds, was 
read, and pending its consideration, on motion of Mr. 
Kimball of Boston, the orders of the day were laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. Granger of Boston asked leave to introduce a bill 
concerning the inspection of steam-boilers, and the qualifi-
cations of persons having charge of them. Pending the 



reading of this bill, on motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, 
the House, at 2.30, P . M., 

Adjourned to Tuesday next. 

TUESDAY, February 24, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Lincoln of Boston, the petition of the Massa- Exhibition of 

chusetts Charitable Mechanics' Association for the erection m e c h a n i 0 a r t s -
of a building in the city of Boston for an exhibition of the 
mechanic arts. Referred to the committee on Insurance. 

By Mr. Smalley of Harwich, the petition of T. B. Baker J u s t and equal 
and 25 others; and by Mr. Stearns of Stoughton, the l" x a t ' 0"-
petition of R. P. Ross and 94 others,—for just and equal 
taxation. 

By Mr. Pratt of Mansfield, the petition of S. C. Lovcll Taxation of 
and 24 others of Mansfield, for the enactment of a law by property, 
which the holder of real estate may deduct, for the pur-
pose of taxation, the amount for which his real property is 
mortgaged. 

Severally referred to the committee on Just and Equal 
Taxation. 

By Mr. Lewis of Walpole, the petition of the East Wal- RPBe 

pole Branch Railroad Company, for an amendment of its 
charter. 

By Mr. Loud of Winchendon, the petition of the direct- Monadnock 
ors of the Monadnock Railroad, for authority to lease its R " h o , l d -
road. 

By Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, the petition of Thomas C. p /^ur 1 ' 0 1 a t 

Caldwell and 161 others, citizens of Fitchburg, for the re-
peal of section 2, chapter 127, acts of 1869, relating to a 
union depot in Fitchburg. 

By Mr. Orcutt of Hardwick, the petition of Nelson octroi 
Amsden and 57 others of Hardwick, in favor of the Massa- at uardw?ek!"s 

chusetts Central Railroad crossing the Ware River Rail-
road at grade in Hardwick. 

By .Mr. Phillips of Salem, the petition of John C. Moul- ^BOXWITR 
ton and others, for additional legislation in reference to ' 
the Nashua, Acton and Boston Railroad Company. 



Grades of the Massachusetts M Lancaster railroads. 

N e w York & N e w England R. 11. Co. 

Harvey Scudder et al. 

Boston—South Bay. 

Boston—boat-house at Dover Street Bridge. 

N e w bridge f rom Boston to Cambridge. 

George II . Dickerman. 

Seining in Aeushnet River. 

Falmouth—eel fishery. 

Rovai Phinney et ai. 

Mashpee— catching of eels. 

Annexation of Cambridge to Boston. 

By Mr. Nutting of Northampton, the petition of the 
selectmen of Hudson, for lowering the grades of the Mas-
sachusetts and Lancaster railroads, at crossings in said 
town. 

By Mr. Bishop of Newton, the petition of Wm. T. Hart, 
president of the New York and New England Railroad 
Company, for extension of time for the taking of certain 
land. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railways. 
By Mr. Goodspeed of Barnstable, the petition of Harvey 

Scudder and others, for leave to construct a wharf in Barn-
stable. 

By Mr. Perkins of Boston, the petition of PI. W . Wilson 
and others, for such legislation as will enable abutters on 
South Bay to improve their property, and enable the city 
of Boston to lay out streets thereon. 

By Mr. T. F. Fitz Gerald of Boston, the petition of 
Richard Murphy and others, for leave to erect a boat-
house at the Dover Street Bridge. 

By Mr. Shaw of Boston, the petitions of John Chandler 
and 71 others, citizens of Boston, and of John Wilson and 
107 others, for a bridge from Boston to Cambridge. 

By -Mr. Sawtelle of New Bedford, the petition of George 
H. Dickerman, of Somerville, to construct a wharf in Mat-
tapoisett. 

Severally referred to the committee on Harbors. 
By Mr. Chisholm of New Bedford, the^petition of Geo. 

B. Richmond, Andrew G. Pierce, Geo. H. Dunbar and 
345 others, in relation to seining in the Aeushnet River. 

By Mr. Robinson of Falmouth, the remonstrance of 
Roland G. Davis and 65 others of Falmouth, against the 
petition of Abisha Phinney and others. 

By Mr. Cheney of Orange, the petition of Royal Phinney 
and 62 others, for the protection of lisli in North Pond in 
Orange. 

By Mr. Robinson of Falmouth, the petition of Silas P. 
Pells and others of Mashpee, to prevent the catching of 
eels in any waters of said town. 

Severally referred to the committee on Fisheries. 
By Mr. Davis of Cambridge, the petition of William 

Frost and 37 others ; and by Mr. Smith of Cambridge, the 
petition of William Crosby and 47 others, legal voters of 
Cambridge, for the annexation of Cambridge to Boston. 



By Mr. Lewis of Walpole, the petition of F . W . Bird Waipoieand 
and others, for a change in the boundary line between a r y i ° n e . b o u n d ' 
Walpole and Sharon. 

By Mr. Gay of Chelmsford, the remonstrance of Thomas Annexat ion of 
J . Marsh and 79 others, against the annexation of any part Loweii u r y t o 

ofTewksbury to Lowell. 
By Mr. Parker of Methuen, the petition of Varnum Annexation of 

Corliss and 36 others of Methuen, for the annexation of Lawrence? 
Methuen to Lawrence. 

By Mr. Williams of Brookline, the petitions of Wm. Public hatha 
Aspinwall, for a law enabling towns to establish public housesT' 
baths and wash-houses ; and also for a law to enable towns Counsel for i i l l ' , i r , i s 1 towns before the 
to appear by counsel before the (jreneral Court. General court. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Perkins of Boston, the petition of G. Winthrop steam.wMsties. 

Coffin and others, that authority may be given to town and 
city governments to prohibit the use of steam-whistles. 
Referred to the committee on Manufactures. 

By Mr. Billings of Sharon, the petition of the selectmen Sharon—burial-
of Sharon and other citizens, for authority to remove re- g , ' o u n d -
mains from a certain burial-ground in said town. 

By Mr. Haskins of Somerville, the remonstrances of s t a t e Boa rd of 
Jacob T. Glines and 91 others ; and of Geo. F . Sturtevaut 
and 157 others, against any alteration of chapter 167, acts 
of 1871, whereby the powers of the State Board of Health 
may be abridged. 

By Mr. Banister of Worcester, the petition of Henry oidMen'sHome 
Chapin and others, to be incorporated as the Old Men's ° 
Home of Worcester. By Mr. Phillips of Salem, the remonstrance of the Salem Pi lotage at 

4 / 1 . . . . „ T i -r> i • i Salem and 
Board of Irade against the petition of Joseph Perkins and Bever ly , 
others. 

By Mr. Stebbins of Chelsea, the petition of C. Lovell m o t laws, 
and others, for a modification of the pilot laws. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 
By Mr. Eldridge of Conway, the remonstrance of' 1F°™ a n s u f-

E. H. Lyman and 77 others, citizens of South Deerfield ; 
and by Mr. Jones of Deerfield, the petition of Mrs. Mary 
B. Richardson and 86 mothers and daughters of South 
Deerfield, against the amendment to the constitution 
authorizing female suffrage. Referred to the committee 
on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Crocker of Boston, the petition of C. II. Spring c. H. spring-
J 1 1 O s t a t e h is tory . 



Worces ter Lu-natic Hospital . 

Marlborough— Dollar Mutual Aid Society. 

House of the Angel Guard ian . 

and others of Boston, relative to a state history. Referred 
to the committee on the Library. 

By Mr. Codman of Boston, the petition of the trustees 
of the Worcester Lunatic Hospital, for leave to sell the 
aqueduct supplying the hospital. 

By Mr. Curtis of Marlborough, the petition of the 
Dollar Mutual Aid Society of Marlborough, for incorpora-
tion. 

By Mr. J . E . Fitzgerald of Boston, the petition of the 
trustees of the House of the Angel Guardian, for leave 
to hold additional property. 

Salem Hospital . By Mr. Osgood of Salem, the petition of the Salem 
Hospital, for authority to hold real and personal estate in 
excess of the amount allowed by statute. 

Severally referred to the committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions. 

By Mr. Wilson of Boston, the petition of Maria Cun-
ningham, in behalf of William Cunningham, a minor, for 
injuries received while in the employ of the Common-
wealth. 

By Mr. Hayes of Medford, the petition of Adelaine T. White, for state aid. 
By Mr. Williams of Brookline, the petition of Catharine 

Waterman of Williamstown, administratrix, for the pay-
ment by the State of a judgment obtained against the Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
A communication was received from His Excellency the 

Governor, transmitting the annual report of the commis-
sioner of the Mystic River Corporation, which was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

The annual report of the Adjutant-General was also 
transmitted, and 011 motion of Mr. Tyler of North Brook-
field, it was laid 011 the table, and ordered to bo printed. 
Subsequently, on motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston, the 
report was taken from the table and referred to the com-
mittee 011 Military Affairs, and sent up for concurrence. 

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Board of Agriculture, concerning the act relative to 
commercial fertilizers, and referred "to the committee on 
Agriculture; also a special report of the Insurance Com-
missioner, which was referred to the committee on Insur-
ance. Severally sent up for concurrence. 

W m . Cunning-ham. 

Adelaine T . Whi te . 

Catherine Wate rman . 

Mystic River Corporation. 

Adjutant-Gen-eral's report . 

Commercial fertilizers. 

Insurance Com-missioner 's Report . 



By Mr. Reade of Milford, the petition of Geo. W . supreme ana 
Stacy and 218 others, for the holding of stated terms of to'Sord™'''* 
the supreme and superior courts in Milford. 

By Mr. Currier of Newburyport, the petition of Jas. Newburyport-
Noyes and others, residents of school district No. 2, New- No0? d i s t r i c t 

buryport, that said district be authorized to raise money 
for certain purposes. 

By Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, the petition of II. A. New county in 
Goodrich and 140 other citizens of Fitchburg, for a new W o r c e s t e r -
county. 

By Mr. Can- of Ashby, the petition of F . W . Wright Annexation of 
and 63 other legal voters of Ashby, for the annexation of w « r C o . 
that town to Worcester County. 

By Mr. Fairbanks of Fall River, the petition of Jas. F . Jas.F.Daven. 
Davenport and 40 others, citizens of Fall River, asking for p o r t ' 
authority to secure to the county of Bristol copies of cer-
tain records of the town of Tiverton, R. I. 
. % the same gentleman, the petition of the mayor of the FailRiver-dty 

city of Fall River, asking for the passage of an act amend- c h l i r t e r -
ing the charter of said city. 

By Mr. Sawtelle of New Bedford, the petition of Isaac Birthday of 
F. Sawtelle of New Bedford and 11 others, to make the S " 1 

12th of February, being the birthday of Abraham Lincoln, 
a legal holiday. 

By Mr. Sanger of Danvers, the petition of Geo. H. Nigbt-waikers. 
Yibert and others of Somerville, for the passage of a law 
against night-walkers. 

i By Mr. Robinson of Newton, the petition of Theodore Theodorec. 
C. Hurd, to fix the salary of the assistant-clerk of the H u r d -
courts of Middlesex. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Introduced on Leave. 

By Mr. Estabrook of Worcester, a bill to provide for the central District 
appointment of an assistant-clerk of the Central District wor'esL. 
Court of Worcester. Referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. Robinson of Falmouth, <1 bill to amend «111 iict Fi rs t Congrega-
to enable the First Congregational Society in the town of F X ^ S f t y i n 

Falmouth to dispose of certain real estate. Referred to 
the committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, and sent 
up for concurrence. 



A r m y register and battle-ilags. 

State directors for Boston & Albany l i . l ì . 

Issue of policies "by mutual in-surance com-panies. 

Contracts for prison labor. 

Clearing of brush f rom highways. 

Trus tees of churches. 

Orders. 
Mr. Derby of Boston offered the following order, which 

was laid over until to-morrow, at the request of Mr. 
Os°ood of Salem :— 

Ordered, That His Excellency the Governor be requested 
to forward to our senators and representatives in Con-
gress, copies of the resolution passed by the present legis-
lature, rescinding and annulling the resolution passed by 
the legislature of 1872, concerning the army register and 
national battle-flags. 

Mr. Noble of Westfield offered the following order, 
which was laid over until to-morrow, at the request of Mr. 
Shaw of Boston :— 

Ordered, That Wednesday, April 1st, at Ql\ o'clock, 
p. si., be assigned as the time for the choice of two 
directors for the Boston and Albany Railroad. 

On motion of Mr. Shaw of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the joint standing committee on Insur-

ance consider whether further legislation is necessary 
relating to mutual tire insurance companies, in cases where 
different companies issue policies upon the same property. 

On motion of Mr. Buxton of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the joint committee on Prisons consider 

the expediency of enacting a law, providing that coil-
tractors of prison-labor may have a legal right to make such 
agreements with prisoners employed by them, relative to 
extra or over work, as they may deem expedient; and that 
such agreement shall be legal and binding to all intent and 
purpose, as agreements of a like nature between the em-
ployer and employed outside of prisons. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges of Oxford,— » 
Ordered, That the committee on Roads and Bridges 

consider the expediency of further legislation relative to 
the clearing of wood and brush from the highways. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow of Boston,-— 
Ordered, That the joint standing committee on Parishes 

and Religious Societies consider and report upon the ex-
pediency of allowing churches to elect a board of trustees 
to hold their property. 

Grade crossings 
by rai lways. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Railways consider the 



expediency of amending section 58 of chapter 63 of the 
General Statutes, relating to grade crossings by railways. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Newton,— 
Ordered, That the joint committee on Railways consider Application for 

the expediency of amending section 28, chapter 63 of the p™v\»fe ways 
General Statutes, so as to provide that applications for 
damages, by reason of obstructing private ways, may be 
made within three year's from the time of obstruction. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Railways consider and £°" s ' [ u c t I o n o f 

report such legislation, if any, as it may deem necessary, ian?oad8co?po-
so as to provide by law that existing railroad corporations r a t l °" s ' 
may locate, construct and maintain branches and ex-
tensions. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Mason of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Profits of busi. 

.into the expediency of providing by law for allowing per- "^money"0"*' 
sons or parties to loan money to any person or party carry- l o a n < i d -
ing on business and receiving a portion of the net profits 
of such business as compensation for the use of such money 
in place of interest. 

On motion of Mr. Blunt of Haverhill,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Jurisdiction of 

the expediency of so enlarging the jurisdiction of the police Surt!'hm I , o l i c e 

court of Haverhill, as to include within its limit the towns 
of Boxford, Georgetown and West Newbury. 

On motion of Mr. Estabrosk of Worcester,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire poii taxes, 

into the expediency of amending chapter 443 of the acts of 
1869, by extending the time during which any inhabitant 
of a city or town liable to pay a poll tax, who has been 
omitted in the annual assessment on the first day of May, 
may be assessed. 

On motion of Mr. J . E . Fitzgerald of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary be re- Reading and 

quested to inquire into the expediency of repealing the Jt&ns^tu-
20th amendment to the Constitution, which provides that t i 0 »-
no person shall vote who cannot read the Constitution in 
the English language and write his name. 

On motion of Mr. Estabrook of Worcester,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Qualification of 

' into the expediency of repealing chapter 206 of the acts of e l c c t 0 , ' s -



1867, being an act in addition to an act concerning the 
qualifications of electors. 

On motion of Mr. Mayhcw of Tisbury,— 
Dukes County Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary consider 
sioners. c o m m l s _ whether any legislation is necessary in relation to special 

commissioners in Dukes County. 
On motion of Mr. Bassett of Easthampton,— 

District court of Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 
Central Hamp. i u t o t h e e x p e d i e n c y o f establishing the district court of 

Central Hampshire, comprising the towns of Northampton, 
Southampton, Easthampton, Westhampton, Goshen, Wil-
liamsburg, Hatfield, Hadley, South Hadley and Hunting-
ton, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Newton,— 
Police court for Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of establishing a police court in the city of 
Newton. 

Oil motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield,— 
Alteration of Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 
town ways, &c. expediency of amending chapter 262 of the laws 

of 1872, relative to the apportionment of expense resulting 
from the alteration of highways and townways, to avoid 
crossing railroad tracks at grade ; and to determine if there 
are any constitutional objections in levying and collecting 
town or county taxes in certain cases, to defray expenses 
in making such alteration. 

On motion of the same gentleman,— 
s t a t e » m i n i m i - Ordered, That the committee on Printing be requested 
' 1 1 1 , 1 1 '' to procure five hundred extra copies of the report of the 

Insurance Commissioner, relative to state and municipal 
insurance. 

On,motion of Mr. Parker of New Bedford,— 
wil l s . Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of so amending chapter 164 of the 
acts of 1861, that in any and all cases when the widow 
waives the provisions made for her in the will of her de-
ceased husband, as provided in said act, such waiver by 
her shall not in any case operate to reduce, curtail or 
abridge the portion or income as provided in the will for 
the child or children of the said deceased testate, by any 
previous marriage or marriages. 



Paper from the Senate. 
A bill to incorporate the town of Rockland, passed to be Rockland, 

engrossed in the Senate, was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Gates of Groton, from the committee on Claims, to Elizabeth 

whom was referred the petition of Elizabeth Martindale, M a r t i n d a l e -
reported a resolve in her favor. 

Mr. Carleton of Haverhill, from the committee on Pub- Mass.school for 
lie Charitable Institutions, to whom was referred the peti- H l o t l e Y o u t h ' 
tion of the trustees for state aid, reported a resolve in 
favor of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-
minded Youth. 

These resolves were severally referred in course to the 
committee on Finance. 

Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the use of compass 
Judiciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order b y 8 u r v e y o r 8 -
relative to the expediency of amending section 3, chapter 
286 of the acts of 1870, so as to exempt from its require-
ments, as to verifying the compass, such surveyors as do 
not use the compass in their surveys. Read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Cummings of Woburn, from the committee on Boston Mort. 
Banks and Banking, on the petition of the Boston Mort- g a g e C o mP a"y-
gage Company, reported a bill to amend an act to incor-
porate the Boston Mortgage Company. 

Mr. Cushman of Raynham, from the committee on Episcopal 
Parishes and Religious Societies, on the petition of Ira C. nXlm!" 
Cleveland and others, reported a bill in addition to an act 
to incorporate the Episcopal Church in Dedham. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 
Orders of the Day. 

Leave was granted Mr. Granger of Boston, to introduce o rde r s of the 
a bill concerning the inspection of steam-boilers, and the d a y ' 
qualifications of persons having charge of them, which was 
presented by him Saturday and partially read. The same 
was referred to the committee on Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer of Boston, the bill to author-
ize the Metropolitan Railroad Company to increase its 
capital stock and issue bonds, was amended by striking 



out the fourth section, and it was then ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill concerning the election of state directors of 
railroads was rejected. Subsequently, Mr. Dunham of 
Pittstield moved a reconsideration of the vote, and oil 
motion of Mr. Adams of Quincy, the rule was suspended 
and the motion was considered and negatived. 

Bil ls: 
To amend an act entitled an act to establish a ministerial 

fund for the support of the gospel ministry in the first par-
ish of Medford ; 

Relating to the jurisdiction of trial justices of juvenile 
offenders in Suffolk County (amended) ; 

To fix the salary of the clerk of the district court of 
Southern Berkshire (amended) ; 

To fix the salary of the clerk of the district court for 
Central Berkshire; 

To amend chapter lf>2 of the General Statutes (amended 
in title by committee on Bills in the Third Reading) ; 

To authorize the town of Concord to raise money for a 
monument and its dedication ; 

To change the name of the Union Street Methodist 
Church of Springfield ; and 

To prohibit the hunting of rabbits or hares by the use of 
ferrets (amended on motion of Mr. Crocker of Boston) ; 

Were severally read, passed to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The bill to amend the act to incorporate the Warren 
Cotton Mills, was read and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

Resolves : 
In favor of Clarissa Adams ; 
To furnish certain books to the town of Medway 

(amended) ; and 
In favor of William II. Hammond ; 
Were severally read, passed to be engrossed and sent up 

for concurrence. 
Adjourned at 3.20. 

% 



WEDNESDAY, February 25, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Ide, Chaplain of 

the Senate. 
Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Fiske of Needham, the petition of A. B. Vorse wom,™ S u f . 
and 80 others of Grantville, for woman suffrage. Referred f ' a g e ' 
to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Johnson of Lowell, the petition of Geo. F . siaughter-
Whitney of Lowell and others, for such modifications 0 f b o u 8 e s -
chapter 1(57, acts of 1871, as will secure the right of trial 
by jury. Referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Southworth of Williamstown, the petition of Taxation of 
Joseph White and others, for a change'in the laws relative a u k s h a r e B -
to taxing bank shares. 

By Mr. Stearns of Stoughton, the petition of Washing- J u s t ana equal 
ton Tower and 32 others; by Mr. Buffum of Lynn, the t a x a t i o n ' 
petitions of II. N. Ilovey and 83 others of East Cam-
bridge ; of David B. Moray of Maiden and 69 others; of 
Julius Joslyn of Hanson and 52 others, and of D. M. 
White of T aunton and 39 others,—all for just and equal 
taxation. 

Severally referred to the committee on Just and Equal Taxation. 
By Mr. Sanger of Danvers, the remonstrance of Reuben oia south 

Williams and others, against the sale of the Old South S c c i l ! t y ' 
Church. Referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Goss of Melrose,— 
OrdSred, That the committee on Prisons be requested Protection of j • . . . ... i witnesses. to inquire into the expediency of providing for the better 

protection of witnesses in criminal cases. 
On motion of Mr. Kimball of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Jus t and Equal Taxa-

tion consider the expediency of providing for a state valu- iW's'."1'011 ° r 

ation of the property of the cities and towns of the Com-
monwealth in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five. 



Appor t ionment of state and county taxes. 

Superior court— special terms. 

Mrs. Jas . M. Bunker . 

Oil motion of Mr. Cole of Cheshire,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Just and Equal Taxa-

tion inquire into the expediency of providing by law for a 
more equal apportionment of the state and county taxes 
upon the several cities and towns. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Mason of Plymouth,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of providing for special terms of the supe-
rior court, or for summoning in grand juries iu special 
emergencies. © 

On motion of Mr. McCleave of Nantucket,— 
Ordered, That the committee 011 Probate and Chancery 

inquire into the propriety of paying to the widow of James 
M. Bunker, late judge of probate and insolvency for the 
county of Nantucket, now deceased, the amount of salary 
that would have been paid to said judge had he lived 
through the year 1 8 7 3 . 

Annua l meet-ings of railroad corporations. 

Rai l road fares. 

Boundary line 
<if Brookline, Sic. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail-

ways consider the expediency of modifying the provisions 
of chapter 106 of the acts of the year 1868, relating to the 
place of holding the annual meetings of railroad corpora-
tions and of confirming acts heretofore done in contraven-
tion thereof. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail-
ways consider and ascertain whether the railroads in this 
Commonwealth, paying dividends of eight or ten per cent, 
per iinnum, a part or all of them, cannot carry passengers 
at a rate not to exceed two cents per mile. 

Also, if a reduction in price would not increase the num-
ber of passengers in a short time, so that the receipts would 
be as large as at present. 

Also, what proportion of the whole number of passen-
gers yearly pass over the roads free. 

Also, the reason, if any exists, of passing some persons 
free of charge and not others. 

The following petitions were severally referred, iu con-
currence, to the committee 011 Towns :— 

Petition of James Greenough and others, that the bound-
ary line between Brookline, Brighton and Boston may be 
changed. 



Petition of James Hogan and others, for a change of the Ashland and 
line dividing Ashland and Hopkinton. boTnta-yVe. 

Petition of the selectmen of the town of Lexington, for Battle of Lex-
authority to raise money for the purpose of a centennial 1 " g t o n ' 
celebration of the battle of Lexington. 

The petition of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad JMITR'R 
Company, asking for the repayment of money expended 
by them in the erection of buildings, &c., 011 the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee on the Iloosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad. 

The petition of Chas. G. Davis, that a portion of the Dog tax. 
dog-fund may be paid to the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College, was referred in concurrence to the committee 011 
Agriculture. 

The petition of Chas. P . Brooks, to be paid for work on c h a r i e s p . 
the State House, was referred in concurrence to the com- 1 0 0 s ' 
mittee 011 Claims. 

The petition of Mrs. M. M. Jordan and 37 others, Mrs. m.m. 
female operatives in the employ of L. Pomeroy's Sons, U " ' " I L a 6 , 

manufacturers of woollen goods at Pittsfield, that they 
may be left to make their own terms of service, was re-
ferred in concurrence to the committee 011 the Labor 
Question. 

The petition of the water commissioners of the city of 
Springfield, for authority to raise money for a water sup-
ply for said city, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

The petitions of A. B. Underwood and 230 others; of 
Messrs. McKenzie & Campbell and 96 others ; of B. D. ofBoston. 
Whitcomb and 212 others; of D. Whittemore and 279 
Others; of Jonas Fitch and 75 others; of Nathaniel Cum-
mings and 111 others, master mechanics of Boston,—all 
in aid of the petition of Nathaniel Adatps and others, for 
incorporation of the Mechanics' Savings Bank in Boston. 
And also the petition of Daniel Simmons and others, for Savings bank 
location of a saving bank at Blackstone, were severally 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Banks and 
Banking. 

The petition of Robert B. Caverlv and others, for aid | t a ^ f D u s t ( m 

from the state, for the purpose of erecting a statue of 
Hannah Duston, was referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee 011 Public Charitable Institutions. 



Holyoke & Belchertown Railroad. 

The remonstrance of Jonathan Brown and 471 others, 
against the petition of Geo. B. Richmond and others, was 
referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Fisheries. 

A bill to extend the time to locate and construct the 
Holyoke and Belchertown Railroad, introduced 011 leave 
in the Senate, was read and referred in concurrence to 
the committee on Railways. 

Reports of Committees. 
J0I111 I . Monroe. Mx. Judd of Lee, from the committee 011 Elections, to 

whom was referred the petition of John I . Monroe, con-
testant for the seat now occupied by John Cummings, for 
a recount of the votes in the 22d Middlesex District, re-
ported thfit the petitioner have leave to withdraw. The 
report was signed by Messrs. Judd, Billings of Hatfield, 
Hurlburt of Bolton, Merritt of Scituate and Seymour of 
Granville. A minority of the committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Bonner of Boston and Ilollis of Braintree, pre-
sented their views in writing, recommending that the peti-
tion be recommitted to the committee, with instructions to 
recount the votes. The report was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Goss of Melrose, from the committee on the 
Library, on the petition of John Ward Dean and others, 
reported a bill to incorporate the Prince Society. 

Mr. Codman of Boston from the committee 011 the Judi-
ciary, to whom was referred an order 011 the subject, re-
ported a bill concerning the breaking and entering of rail-
road cars. 

Mr. Rice of Barre, from the committee 011 the Judiciary, 
011 the petition of said company, reported a bill to extend 
the charter of the Barnstable County Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Company, and to authorize the same to hold real 
estate. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Kimball of Boston from the committee 011 Finance, 
reported that the resolve in favor of Robert S. Rantoul 
ought to pass, and it was placed in the orders of the day 
for a second reading to-morrow. 

The order requesting Ilis Excellency the Governor to 
transmit copies of the resolution rescinding and annulling 

Prince Society. 

Robbing of railroad cars. 

Barnstable Co. Mut . F i r e Ins. Company. 

Robert S. Rantoul . 

A r m y register and battle-flags. 

the resolution of 1872, concerning the army register and 



battle-flags, to senators and representatives in Congress, 
offered yesterday by Mr. Derby of Boston and laid over, 
was considered. Mr. Fiske of Needham moved that it be 
indefinitely postponed. After discussion, on motion of Mr. 
Buxton of Boston, the previous question Avas ordered, 
and the order was adopted. 

The order, also laid over, relative to the election of two state directors 
directors for the Boston and Albany Railroad, was so AiianyR-B. 
amended, on motion of Mr. Noble of AYestfield, as to read 
" three " directors instead of " two " ; and as amended it 
was adopted. 

Engrossed bills: _ B u i s passed. 
Concerning street railway corporations ; and 
To extend the time for locating and constructing the 

Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad in the town of Win-
chendon; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-
tatives ;) 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 
the Senate. 

Orders of the Day. 
The report of the committee on the Judiciary, that it is orders of the 

inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to the expe- d a y ' 
diency of amending section 3, chapter 286 of the acts of 
1870, so as to exempt from its requirements, as to verify-
ing the compass, such surveyors as do not use the com-
pass in their surveys, was accepted. 

The bill in addition to an act to incorporate the Episcopal 
Church in Dedham, was read and ordered to a third read-
ing. 

The bill to amend an act to incorporate the Boston Mort-
gage Company, was read and discussed, amendments pro-
posed by Mr. Bigelow of Boston were rejected, and the 
bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to unite the American Education Society and 
the Society for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theologi-
cal Education, was read, passed to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The bill to incorporate the town of Rockland was read 
and considered. Pending its consideration, on motion of 
Mr. Knox of Lawrence, the House at 4.45 

Adjourned. 



THURSDAY, February 26, 1874. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
w o m a n s u f - By Mr. Spraguc of Framingham, the petitions of Mrs. 

A. II. Danforth and 28 mothers and daughters, and of 
F . C. Stearns and 15 other citizens of Saxonville ; by Mr. 
Robinson of Chicopee, the petition of C. L . Cushman and 
14 other citizens of Ludlow ; and by Mr. Iligginbottom of 
Holyoke, the petition of Mrs. C. L . Cushman and 23 
mothers and daughters of Ludlow,—all against an amend-
ment to the constitution authorizing female suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
Harvard chape l , ]> v ]\[ r. Derby of Boston, the remonstrance of Henry 
c M l e„u»wi. a n ( | 0 the r s , against the sale of Harvard Chapel in 

Charlestown. Referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

Nor th Bridge- By Mr. Howard of West Bridgewater, the remonstrance 
water . o f ^ ipheus Gumey and others, against a change of the 

name of North Bridgewater to Brockton. 
Do. Also, the petition of Lyman Clark and others, for a 

change of the name of North Bridgewater to Allerton. 
Annexat ion of By Mr. Lewis of Faii'liaveu, the petition of Wm. H. 
New So ld . Whitfield and others, in aid of the petition of Lewis S. 

Judd and others, for the annexation of the town of Fair-
haven to the city of New Bedford. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 
By Mr. Noble of Westfield, the petitions of Wm. G. 

Bates and 2 (J3 others of Westfield, and of B. G. Palmer 
and 75 others of Southwick, in aid of the petition of 
Samuel Horton and others, in reference to the taxation of 
mortgaged property. 

By Mr. Gilbert of Gloucester, the petition of W. W. 
Howe and 32 others of W a r e ; by Mr. Smith of Cam-
bridge, the petition of J . C. Trowbridge and 82 others of 
Hudson ; by Mr. Buffum of Lynn, the petition of M. H. 
Plunkett and 11 others of Amesbury; by Mr. Fisher of 
Franklin, the petition of E . F . Harttmann and 18 others 
of South Boston ; and by Mr. Bailey of Georgetown, the 
petitions of Edward Prescott and 13 others of Westford, 

Taxat ion of mortgaged proper ty . 

J u s t and equal 
taxation. 



and of Pliilo Temple and 38 others of Deerfield,—all for 
just and equal taxation. 

Severally referred to the committee on Just and Equal 
Taxation. 

By Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, the petition of D. L. ™^°ennfo r 

Abercrombie and 152 others of Lunenburg; by Mr. 
Moore of Concord, the petition of R. Waldo Emerson and 
94 others of Concord; and by Mr. Jones of Spencer, the 
petition of Samuel May and 182 others of Leicester,—all 
for a separate prison for female convicts. 

Severally referred to the committee on Prisons. 
These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Couch of Lawrence, the petitions of Steele Mc- Liens of buiid-

Donald and others, and of Luther Ladd and others 0 f andiand. 
Lawrence, for amendment of chapter 150 of the General 
Statutes, in reference to liens on buildings and land. 

By Mr. Osgood of Salem, the petition of William Cogs- saiem-dty 
well, mayor of Salem, for amendment of the city charter. c , ' i r t c ' r-

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. Goodspeed of Barnstable, the petition of Joseph judge of Pro-

M. Day, judge of probate and insolvency for Barnstable Bankable01 

County, for an increase of salary. Referred to the com- C o u n t y-
mittee on Probate and Chancery. 

Order. 
On motion of Mr. Williams of Brookline,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Drawing of 

into the expediency of modifying the provisions of law J U I ' 0 1 S ' 
regulating the drawing of jurors, being section 6, chapter 
132 of the General Statutes, so that all the powers now 
exercised by the town and city officers .of the Common-
wealth may be transferred to the several courts. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on IToosac committee on 

Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad be authorized to 1 I o o s a c l u n n c • 
visit the tunnel railroad and such connecting railroads as 
in their judgment it is important to examine for an under-
standing of the various subjects before them for con-
sideration. 

The following order, which had been adopted by the 
Senate, was not concurred in, the Speaker ruling that it 
was excluded by the 20th joint rule. 



Cambridge-^ Ordered, That the committee on Water Supply and 
g a t e s . " " 1 Drainage bo instructed to consider the expediency of 

amending chapter 153, statutes of 1865, so as to permit 
the city of Cambridge to erect tide-gates and diking, at 
some suitable points in and about Alewife Brook, for the 
exclusion of tide-water from Fresh, Spy and Little Ponds, 
and the meadows adjacent thereto. 

Worcester— A bill to prohibit fishing in any of the ponds taken by 
ponds! the city of Worcester for a supply of water, introduced 

on leave in the Senate, was read and referred, in con-
currence, to the committee on Fisheries. 

Hours of labor. The petition of Kate Tierney and 16 others, female 
operatives as weavers, praying that their hours of labor 
may not be limited by the legislature, was referred in 
concurrence to the committee on the Laboi' Question. 

Parke r s t ree t . The petition of C. C. Esty, Rufus Estabrook and others, 
for improving Parker Street, belonging to the Common-
wealth, was referred in concurrence to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

Desertion of The House bill to prevent the desertion of crews of ves-
sels, came down with certain Senate amendments, which 
were referred, under the rule, to the committee on the 
,1 udieiary. 

Deposits in The report of the committee on Banks and Banking, in-
saMng» an . e x p C ( | | e n { t 0 legislate on the order relative to amending 

section 141 of chapter 57 of the General Statutes, accepted 
by the Senate, was read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Bills : 
sme l t fisheries. In addition to acts in relation to smelt fisheries ; 
Turne r ' s Fai ls . Li addition to, and amendatory of, the several acts re-

lating to the Turner's Falls Company ; and 
Eas te rn Ran- In addition to an act to authorize the Eastern Railroad 

Company to construct a freight track and take lands for 
freight purposes, in Charlestown, and for other purposes; 

Severally passed to be engrossed by the Senate, were 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Ilejiorts of Committees. 
Returns of Mr. Mason of Plymouth, from the committee on the 
Stages', e™?' Judiciary, reported inexpedient to legislate on the order 

relative to the expediency of amending chapter 21 of the 
General Statutes and chapter 96, acts of 1865, relating to 



the returning and recording of births, marriages and 
deaths, so that more perfect records may be kept. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the same committee, re- Election of 
ported inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to the assessors, 'etc. 
expediency of amending the laws concerning the election 
of selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the Amendment of 
order relative to the expediency of amending the second t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n -
article of the 6th chapter of the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth, so as to permit certain officials therein named 
to have seats in the Senate or House of Kepresentatives, 
and another amendment, reported that it is inexpedient to 
so amend. 

Mr. Noyes of North Bridgewater, from the committee N e w England 
on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was referred the petition Bureau?1"1 

of Henry R. Sibley and others, for an act of incorporation 
as the New England Homestead and Colonization Bureau, 
reported leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Gay of Chelmsford, from the committee on "Water Cambridge— 
Supply and Drainage, to whom was referred the petition AilwSleBroot 
of the city of Cambridge, relative to the closing of fish-
ways and erection of tide-gates upon Alewife Brook, re-
ported that the petitioner have leave to withdraw. 

These reports were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the committee on the Mass. Anglers ' 
Judiciary, reported that the Senate bill to incorporate the A s s o c i a t i o n -
Massachusetts Anglers' Association ought to pass. Placed 
in the orders of the day for a second reading to-morrow. 

Engrossed bills : BUIS PASSED. 
To extend the charter of the Quincy Mutual Fire Insur-

ance Company, and to authorize the same to hold real 
estate; 

(Which originated in the House of Representatives ;) 
To establish the First District Court of Southern Mid-

dlesex ; and 
To change the name of the Cate National Horseshoe 

Company; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate ;) 
Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent to 

the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. Parker of New Bedford, the bill con- Middlesex Baii-

cerning the Middlesex Railroad Company, was taken from 1 0 , 1 1 ' 



the table and recommitted to the committee on Horse 
Railways. 

Orders of the Day. 
o r d e r s of the The bill to incorporate the town of Rockland having 

been debated at length, Mr. Butterworth of Brookfield O 7 

moved the previous question, which was ordered. Mr. 
Buxton of Boston called for the yeas and nays on the ques-
tion of ordering the bill to a third reading, but the motion 
was lost, and the bill was ordered to a third reading by a 
vote of 95 to 85. 

Bills : 
To incorporate the Prince Society ; 
Concerning the breaking and entering of railroad cars ; 
To extend the charter of the Barnstable County Mutual 

Fire Insurance Company, and to authorize the same to 
hold real estate (amended on motion of Mr. Dunham of 
Pittsfield), and a 

Resolve in favor of Robert S. Rantoul; 
Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill in addition to an act to incorporate the Episco-

pal Church in Dedham, was read, passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

The bill to authorize the Metropolitan Railroad Com-
pany to increase its capital stock and issue bonds was con-
sidered. Mr. Hale of Boston moved that the bill be re-
committed to the committee on Horse Railways. Mr. 
Knox of Lawrence moved that its further consideration be 
postponed until to-morrow. Pending the Consideration 
of the bill, the House at 4.55 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, February 2 7 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
W o m a n s u f - By Mr. Howes of Reading, the remonstrance of J . II. 

Hanaford and 51 other citizens of Reading ; by Mr. Mason 
of Plymouth, the remonstrances of Mrs. E . S. Hill and 54 
mothers and daughters of Reading, and of Mrs. Mary D. 
Johnson and 52 mothers and daughters; by Mr. Tyler of 
North Brookfield, the remonstrance of Airs. C. T. Stevens 



and 43 mothers and daughters of E . Brookfiekl; by Mr. 
Boutwell of Andover, the remonstrance of F . H. Johnson 
and 52 citizens of Andover; and by Mr. Moore of Con-
cord, the remonstrance of Mrs. Harriet C. Richardson and 
32 mothers and daughters of Lincoln,—all against the 
amendment to the constitution authorizing female suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Kimball of Boston, the petitions of John M. J u s t and eguai 

Kinney and 38 others of Wareham, and of F . H. Ilen-
shaw and 129 others of Boston, for just and equal taxa-
tion ; and by Mr. Butterworth of Brookfield, the petition 
of H. L. Butterworth and 49 others, in relation to taxation 
of mortgaged property. 

Severally referred to the committee on Just and Equal 
Taxation. 

By Mr. Fairbanks of Fall River, the petition of Xathan Broad-rimmed 
Durfee and others of Fall River, in aid of the petition of Smi. 8 0 n 

Samuel O. Dean and others, asking for a law requiring 
the use of broad-rimmed wheels for heavy-loaded teams 
on the roads of the State. Referred to the committee on 
Roads and Bridges. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
The Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Harbor Harbor Com-

Commissioners, was received and referred to the com- report, 
mittee on Harbors. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Orders. 

Mr. Fiske of Needham offered the following order, 
which, on motion of Mr. Codman of Boston, was referred 
to the committee oil Printing :— 

Ordered, That hereafter, when an amendment to an act ^ ^ ¡ 8 1 0 b f m s 

or resolve shall be adopted by this House, the act or etc. 
resolve shall, before it is advanced another stage, be 
printed and placed in the tiles of the members. 

On motion of Mr. Savery of Wareham,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Duties of fire-

whether any further legislation is expedient in respect to w a r d s -
the duties of tirewards at fires in woodlands. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The report of the committee on the Fisheries, asking to r n s c i u a F r e e -

he discharged from further consideration of the petition of m a n -

26 



Boston and Albany Rail-

Mechanics' Bank , Boston. 

New England 
Trans fe r Co. 

Bills p i s sed . 

Adjournment . 

Priscilla Freeman, for compensation for a certain portion 
of the fishing in Tisbuiy Great Pond, and-recommending 
that it be referred to the committee on Claims, accepted 
by the Senate, was read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

A bill to authorize the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Company to change the location of its railroad in the 
towns of Weston and Needham, passed to be engrossed 
by the Senate, was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The petitions of J . R. Kendrick and 110 others, and of 
Bowker, Torrey & Co., in aid of the petition of Nathaniel 
Adams and others, for an act of incorporation as the 
Mechanics' Savings Bank, were referred in concurrence to 
the committee 011 Banks and Banking. 

The petition of John Hocking and others, in aid of the 
petition of Henry Blanchard and others, for a charter for 
the New England Transfer Company, was referred in con-
currence to the committee 011 Railways. 

Engrossed bills : 
Relating to district courts ; 
(Which originated in the Senate;) 
To punish the wilful obstruction of fire-engines ; 
To authorize the withdrawal of appeals in criminal 

cases ; 
To amend chapter 133 of the General Statutes, con-

cerning the exemption of personal property from taxa-
tion ; and 

To change the times of holding the terms of the superior 
court in the county of Dukes County ; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-
tatives ;) 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Loud of Winchendon moved that when the House 
adjourn 011 Saturday, the 28th inst., it be to meet on 
Tuesday, March 3d, at 2 o'clock, r . M. The motion was 
carried. Subsequently, Mr. Sanger of Danvers moved 
to reconsider the vote, but the motion was lost. 

Reports of Committees. 
Julius wntig et Mr. Bailey of Georgetown, from the committee 011 Mer-

cantile Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Julius 
AYittig and others of Clinton, to be incorporated under the 



name of the Turn Society Frohsinn of Clinton, reported 
that no legislation is necessary. 

The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom wm. schroeder 
was referred the petition of William Schroeder and others, e t a l s -

for an act of incorporation as a musical society, reported 
that no legislation is necessary. 

Mr. Phillips of Salem, from the committee on Railways, c r e d i t of rau-
011 the order relative to the pledge of credit by railroad r o a d 8 ' 
companies of this state to those of other states, reported 
that it is inexpedient to legislate. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the Judi- Attorney-sen-
ciary, reported that no further legislation is necessary on B l e p o r t ' 
the annual report of the Attorney-General of the Common-
wealth. 

These reports were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Blunt of Haverhill, from the committee on Rail-
ways, to whom was referred the bill (introduced on leave 
in the House) in regard to damages caused by laying out 
railways, reported that it ought not to pass. Placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow, the question being on 
its rejection. 

Mr. Codman of Boston, from the committee on the Desertion of 
T t . , 1 -i r , , , , crews of vessels. 
Judiciary, to whom was referred a Senate amendment to 
the House bill to prevent the desertion of crews of vessels, 
reported that the House should concur in said amendment. 
Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Howes of Dennis, from the committee on the Fish- cuuwation of 
eries, to whom was referred the Senate bill in addition to 
an act for encouraging the cultivation of useful fishes, re-
ported that it ought to pass. Placed in the orders of the 
day for a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, from the committee on the second district 
Judiciary, reported that the Senate bill to amend chapter ern Worcester . 
201, acts of 1872, to establish the second district court of 
Southern Worcester, ought to pass, and it was referred, 
in course, to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Rich of Royalston, from the committee on Towns, Lexington-
to whom was referred the petition of the selectmen of Sion"" c c 

Lexington, reported a bill to authorize the town of Lex-
ington to raise money for a centennial celebration. 

Mr. Adams of Quincy, from the committee on the Judi- Administration 
ciary, to whom was referred the annual report of the 
Attorney-General, reported a bill to promote the prompt 



and faithful administration of estates by public adminis-
trators. 

These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

s ta te and muni- Mr. Morss of Newburvport, from the committee on cipal insurance. ^ , , . -i . i i 1 L • 
Printing, to whom was referred the order relative to print-
ing 500 extra copies of the report of the Insurance Com-
missioner relative to state and municipal insurance, re-
ported that the same ought to pass. The report was 
accepted and the order adopted. On motion of Mr. 
Bigelow of Boston, the vote whereby the order was adopted 
was reconsidered, and, on his motion, the order was so 
amended as to provide that the 500 copies should be for 
the use of the Insurance Commissioner. • On motion of 
Mr. Chisholm of New Bedford, the order was further 
amended by providing that 500 additional copies be printed 
for the use of the members of the legislature. The order, 
as amended, was again adopted. 

Orders of the Day. 
o r d e r s of the The report of the committee on the Judiciary, that it is 
d a y ' inexpedient to amend, on the order relative to the expe-

diency of amending the second article of the 6th chapter 
of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, so as to permit 
certain officials therein named to have seats in the Senate 
or House of Representatives, and another amendment, was 
accepted. 

The report of the committee on Mercantile Affairs, 
granting leave to withdraw, on the petition of Henry 
R. Sibley and others, for an act of incorporation as the 
New England Homestead and Colonization Bureau, was 
accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

The report of the committee on Banks and Banking, 
that it is inexpedient to legislate oil the order relative to 
amending section 141 of chapter 57 of the General Stat-
utes, was accepted in concurrence. 

The bill in addition to, and amendatory of, the several 
acts relating to the Turner's Falls Company, was read and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Bills : 
To incorporate the Prince Society ; 
Concerning the breaking and entering of railroad cars; 
To extend flic charter of the Barnstable County Mutual 



Fire Insurance Company, and to authorize the same to 
hold real estate (amended) ; and 

Resolve in favor of Robert S. Rantoul; 
Were severally read, passed to be engrossed and sent 

up for concurrence. 
The bill to authorize the Metropolitan Railroad Com-

pany to increase its capital stock and issue bonds, was 
further considered. Pending the motion to recommit it to 
the committee, Air. Ilale of Boston offered various amend-
ments to the bill. On motion of Mr. Noble of Westfield, 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed until 
to-morrow, and the amendments ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Keith of Abington moved to lay the orders of the 
day upon the table, which motion was carried. The same 
gentleman then moved that the bill to incorporate the 
town of Rockland be discharged from the orders and 
specially assigned and placed first in the orders of the day 
for consideration on Wednesday next. The bill was dis-
charged from the orders ; a motion made by Mr. Knox of 
Lawrence, that it be now considered, was lost, and the 
motion to specially assign was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Codman of Boston, the orders of the 
clay were taken from the table. 

The report of the committee on Elections, granting 
leave to withdraw on the petition of John I. Monroe, for 
a recount of the votes in the 22d Middlesex District, was 
debated at length. Mr. Bonner of Boston moved to 
amend the report by substituting the recommendation of a 
minority of the committee, " that the petition be recom-
mitted to the committee, with instructions to recount the 
votes." After considerable discussion, on motion of Mr. 
Clark of Boston, the previous question was ordered, and 
the recommendation of the minority was substituted, and 
the petition was recommitted to the committee, with in-
structions to recount the votes. 

At 5.20 the House 
Adjourned. 



SATURDAY, February 2 8 , 1 8 7 4 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

State and muni-cipal insurance. 

Nor th Bridge-water . 

Bridge for Maiden River. 

Taxat ion of 
mortgaged proper ty . 

Liens on build-ings and land. 

Tewksbu ry almshouse. 

County I estimates. 

Liquor Com-missioner 's report . 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Parker of Methuen, the petition of John Brown 

and 54 others of Lawrence, in favor of state and municipal 
insurance. Referred to the committee on Insurance. 

By Air. Howard of West Bridgewater, the petition of 
F . A. Thayer and 314 others, for a change of the name of 
North Bridgewater to Allerton. Referred to the commit-
tee on Towns. 

By Mr. Sleeper of Maiden, the remonstrance of Colum-
bus Corey and 134 other legal voters of Everett, against 
granting the petition of James R. Fillebrown and others, 
for bridging Maiden River. Referred to the committee on 
Roads and Bridges. 

By Mr. Hurlburt of Bolton, the petition S. W. Hough-
ton and 41 others, asking that a law be enacted exempting 
holders of real estate from being taxed thereon to the 
amount of mortgages on the same. Referred to the com-
mittee on Just and Equal Taxation. 

These papers were severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Bell of Salem, the petition of J . B. Gifford and 

others; and by Mr. Osgood of Salem, the petition of 
Eleazer Austin and others of Salem, for an amendment of 
chapter 150 of the General Statutes, with respect to liens 
on buildings and land. Severally referred to the commit-
tee on the Judiciary. 

A communication was received by the Speaker from the 
superintendent of the state almshouse at Tewksburv, ask-
ing for an additional appropriation for certain expenses. 
Referred to the committee on Finance. 

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, transmitting the estimates of the 
various counties for the current year, which were referred 
to the -committee on County Estimates. 

A communication was also received from His Excellency 
the Governor, transmitting a copy of the Liquor Commis-
sioner's Report for 1873, in compliance with a House order 
requesting a copy of the same. Referred to the committee 
on the Liquor Law, and sent up for concurrence. 



Orders. 
Mr. Sprague of Framingham offered the following order, 

which, at the request of Mr. Loring of Fitchburg, was laid 
over until Tuesday :—-

Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider voting lists at 
the expediency of amending chapter 40 of the acts of 1871, o l e c t i o n s -
so that voting lists used in state elections shall be placed 
in the envelope with votes cast at said election. 

Mr. Williams of Brookline offered the following order, 
which was rejected, the Speaker ruling that it was excluded 
by the 20th joint rule 

Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Ancient and 
into the expediency of amending the second section of the tm"r°y c o m A r " 
132d chapter of the General Statutes, so that members o f . p a n y ' 
the ancient and honorable artillery company may be made 
liable to serve as jurors. 

On motion of Mr. Tyler of North Brookfield,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider T r a t a c t i o n of 

the expediency of passing a law prohibiting the transaction atefeSons!88 

of town business at state or national elections. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Resolves: 
In favor of William E . Slade ; and W m - E - S M e -
For the payment of a sewer assessment on the property Worcester 

of the state lunatic hospital in the city of Worcester, PitaL t l c H o B~ 
passed to be engrossed by the Senate, wel-e read and re-
ferred, in course, to the committee on Finance. 

Bills: 
To authorize the Old Colony Railroad Company to hold oiacoiony , . , . , , , J . Railroad Co. stock in certain steamboat companies ; 
To authorize the Boston and Providence Railroad Cor-

poration to hold stock in steamboat companies ; and Railroad. 
To regulate the hours of labor in manufacturing estab- I l 0 u r s o f l a b o r -

lishments; 
(Which had severally been passed to be engrossed by 

the Senate) ; Were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 
The report of the committee on Water Supply and SprmgMd 

Drainage, asking to be discharged from further considera- missioned, 
tion of the petition of the water commissioners of Spring-



field, for authority to borrow further sums of money than 
is now provided by law, and recommending that it be re-
ferred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs, accepted by 
the Senate, was read and placed in the orders of the day 
for Tuesday. 

Taxat ion of Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Just 
mining shares, a n d E ^ u a l T a x a t i o n i n q l l i r e ¡f a n y legislation is necessary 

relating to the taxation of shares owned in this state in 
mines and property located and taxed in other states. 

The following order, adopted by the Senate, was non-
concurred in, the Speaker ruling that it was excluded by 
the 20th joint rule :— 

F a l m o u t h - Ordered, That the committee on the Fisheries inquire Oyster Pond ' ^ , „ . . . . . . . 
Elver Co. whether any, and what further legislation is necessary, to 

enable chapter 324 of the acts of 1855 to accomplish the 
purposes for which it was passed. 

s ta te directors The order adopted by the House, February 24, providing 
0 f B . & A . R . R . f o r t h e c h o i c e 0 f three'directors for the Boston and Albany 

Railroad, came down with an amendment changing the 
time of election to Thursday, March 5, instead of April 
1st. The House concurred in the amendment. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Codmau of Boston, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, on the order relative to amending section 4, 
chapter 320, acts of 1873, relative to limited partnerships, 
reported inexpedient to legislate thereon, 

consti tut ion— The same gentleman, from the same committee, on the 
wri t ing clause, order relative to repealing the 20th amendment to the 

Constitution, providing that no person shall vote who can-
not read the Constitution in the English language and 
write his own name, reported inexpedient to rescind said 
amendment. 

These reports were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for Tuesday. 

s i d e w a i t s . The same gentleman, from the same committee, to whom 
was recommitted the bill concerning sidewalks, reported 
the same in a new draft, 

Barre-centen- Mr. Hayes of Medford, from the committee on Towns, 
to whom was referred the petition of the selectmen of 
Barre and others, reported a bill to authorize the town of 
Barrc to raise and appropriate money for the celebration 
of its centennial anniversary. 

Limited part-nerships. 



These bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Taken from the Table. 
On motions made by Mr. Kimball of Boston, the follow-

ing matters were taken from the table : 
Report of committee on the Judiciary, inexpedient to Declaration of 

legislate, on the order relative to amending section 5 of a t c l e c " 
chapter 376 of the acts of 1873, relating to the declara-
tion of votes at elections. 

Resolve in favor of Sarah M. Tuttle. Sa rahM.Tu t t i e . 
Severally placed in the orders of the day for Tuesday. 
Annual report of the Deputy Tax Commissioner. Re- TaxCommis-

ferred to the committee on Jus t and Equal Taxation. 
Petition of Peter T. Homer and others, that the usury usury laws, 

laws may be considered by a large special committee ; also 
that said committee consider the expediency of a change 
of laws relative to mortgage deeds. Referred to the com-
mittee on Banks and Banking. 

Annual report of the commissioner on the Mystic River Mystic River 
Corporation. Referred to the committee on Harbors. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Report of the Treasurer and Receiver-General. Re- Treasurer^! 

ferred to the committee on Finance. erai. 

Engrossed bills : sms passed. 
To amend an act to incorporate the Warren Cotton 

Mills; 
To increase the capital stock of the Nantucket and Cape 

Cod Steamboat Company; 
(Which severally originated in the Senate;) 
To provide for the custody and examination of the opin-

ions of the Supreme Judicial Court before their publica-
tion in the reports; 

To increase the salary of the clerks of the courts for 
Plymouth County; 

Making additional appropriations for certain expenses 
authorized in the year 1873 and previous years, and for 
other purposes; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Represen-
tatives ;) 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed and sent 
to the Senate. 



Resolve passed. An engrossed resolve, concerning conveyances of Back 
Bay lands (which originated in the Senate), 'was passed, 
signed and sent to the Senate, 

railroad'cars ^ " R°hmson of Newton moved a reconsideration of 
the vote whereby the House 011 Friday passed to be en-
grossed the bill concerning the breaking and entering of o o 0 o railroad cars. The motion prevailed, and amendments 
proposed by the same gentleman to the bill were adopted, 
and the bill as amended was again passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Orders of the Day. 
Orders of the TllO reports : 

Of the committee 011 Mercantile Affairs, that 110 legisla-
tion is necessary on the petition of Julius Wittig and oth-
ers of Clinton, to be incorporated under the name of the 
Turn Society Frohsinn of Clinton : 

Of the same committee, that no legislation is necessary 
011 the petition of William Schroeder and others, for an 
act of incorporation as a musical society; and 

Of the committee 011 Railways, that it is inexpedient to 
legislate 011 the order relative to the pledge of credit by 
railroad companies of this state to those of other states ; 

Were severally accepted and sent up for concurrence. 
The report of the committee 011 the Judiciary, that no 

further legislation is necessary 011 the annual report of the 
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth, was accepted. 

Report of the same committee, that it is inexpedient to 
legislate on the order relative to the expediency of amend-
ing chapter 21 of the General Statutes, and chapter 96, 
acts of 1865, relating to the returning and recording of 
births, marriages and deaths, so that more perfect records 
may be kept, was also accepted. 

The report of the committee on the Fisheries, asking to 
be discharged from further consideration of the petition of 
Priscilla Freeman, for compensation for a certain portion 
of the fishing in Tisbury Great Pond, and recommending 
that it be referred to the committee 011 Claims, was accept-
ed in concurrence. 

Bills : 
To incorporate the Massachusetts Anglers' Association; 
I11 addition to an act for encouraging the cultivation of useful fishes; 
To authorize the Boston and Albany Railroad Company 



to change the location of its railroad in the towns of Wes-
ton and Needham; 

To authorize the town of Lexington to raise money for 
a centennial celebration ; and 

To promote the prompt and faithful administration of 
estates by public administrators ; 

Were severally read and ordered to a third reading. 
A resolve in favor of Robert S. Rantoul, was read, 

passed to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 
The bill in addition to, and amendatory of, the several 

acts relating to the Turner's Falls Company, was read, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Bills: 
To amend an act to incorporate the Boston Mortgage 

Company; and 
In regard to damages caused by laying out railways ; 
Were severally rejected. 
The bill to authorize the Metropolitan Railroad Com-

pany to increase its capital stock and issue bonds, was 
debated. Mr. Hale of Boston withdrew his motion to 
recommit the bill to the committee on Horse Railways. 
After further debate, Mr. Knox of Lawrence renewed the 
motion to recommit with instructions. Mr. Fitzgerald of 
Boston moved the previous question. Amendments pro-
posed to the bill by Mr. Hale of Boston were rejected, 
and amendments proposed by Mr. Kimball of Boston were 
adopted. On motion of Mr. Crocker of Boston, the title 
to the bill was amended by striking out the words " in-
crease its capital stock and," and as amended the bill was 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence, and sent up for 
concurrence in the amendments. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, that it is 
inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to the expe-
diency of amending the laws concerning the election of 
selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor, was con-
sidered. Mr. Clark of Wilbrabam moved to amend the 
report, by substituting therefor a bill providing for the 
election of selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor 
in towns. Mr. Britton of Wakefield moved that the bill 
he laid upon the table and printed. Pending the consid-
eration of the report and bill, the House at i .30 

Adjourned. 
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