
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his ap-
proval, to wi t :— 

In favor of Albert F . Rowland of Acushnet. 
In favor of Mary Monahan of South Scituate. 
In favor of the normal schools at Salem, Westfield, 

Framingham and Bridgewater. 
In favor of Eliza Brown of Dover. 
Mr. Fiske moved that when the Senate adjourns, it be 

to meet on Tuesday next, at 2 o'clock, p. M. ; and the ques-
tion on the motion was taken by yeas and nays, as follows, 
to wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Bates, Crane, Dacey, 

Davis, E. L. Fiske, Fitz, 
Flatley, Ginnodo, Livingston, 
Robinson, H. W., Shores, Tripp, 
Wing.—13. 

NATS.—Messrs. Belcher, Fitz Gerald, Howard, 
Mayhew, H. H., Palmer, Rand, 
Sargent, Stedman.—8. 

And thereupon the Senate 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , April 4 , 1876. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on BIU. 

the bill to further define the duties of county treasurers ; 
and 

On the resolves, Resolves. 

Relating to the improvement of the fishway in the Mer-
rimack River and of the Holyoke fishway in the Connecti-
cut River; 

Providing for the printing of an additional volume of 
the special laws, reported that said bill and resolves ought 
to pass ; and they were severally read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Tripp presented a petition of James Langford and Tenement 
• houses 

6,000 others in aid of the passage of the bill to establish 
the office of inspector of tenement-houses, public buildings 
and factories. 

Laid on the table. 



Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
To incorporate the New England Guard of the city of 

Boston (on the petition of J . P . Bratllee and others) ; 
To amend an act to incorporate the Butchers' Slaughter-

ing and Melting Association in Brighton (on the report of 
the State Board of Health), were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

A bill concerning the printing of certain public docu-
ments was read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

A bill to authorize the division of Ward 22 in the city 
of Boston into two wards was read and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolutions in favor of international arbitration were 
read and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A report of the committee 011 Harbors, granting leave 
to withdraw, on the petition of O. D. Lovell and others, 
was read and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

siate industrial Mr. Harwood, from the committee on Public Charitable 
!̂fo?mschooh' Institutions, to whom was recommitted the bill relating to 

the support of perso'ns committed to the State Industrial 
School and the State Reform School, reported that the same 
ou»ht to pass with the amendments proposed thereto ; and 
the bill was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

T«t:hook«tn A bill in addition to an act in relation to text-books in 
the public schools (from the House) was read and placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow 011 the question of 
suspending the 20th joint rule. 

Bil!s- The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
In addition to an act to regulate the fishery in the Aga-

wain and Half-Way Pond rivers ; 
Relating to a public common in the town of Mattapoisett, 

and to amend chapter 250 of the Acts of the year 1872, 
were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill in relation to the issue of free passes over rail-
roads of this Commonwealth was further considered. 

Mr. Palmer moved to strike out the words " any mem-
ber of the Legislature" in the third line of the first sec-
tion, and the question 011 this motion was determined as 
follows, to wi t :— 

Bills. 

O. D. Lovell 
et als. 



YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Livingston, 

Davis, G. L., 
Neal, 

Hunt, 
Parker.—6. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bowman, 
Davis, E. L., 
Gay] ord, 
Haynes, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Robinson, E., 
Sargent, 

Crane, Dacey, 
Fiske, Flatley, 
Ginnodo, Harwood, 
Howard, Mayhew, II. H., 
Palmer, Rand, 
Robinson, G. D., Robinson, H. W., 
Tripp, "Wing.—21. 

So the amendment was rejected ; and the question then 
recurring on ordering the bill to a third reading, it was 
taken by yeas and nays, as follows, to w i t :— 
YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Fiske, Fitz Gerald, 

Gaylord, Parker, Robinson, E.—6. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bowman, Crane, 

Daeey, Davis, G. L., Davis, E. L., 
Flatley, Ginnodo, Harwood, 
Haynes, Howard, Hunt, 
Livingston, Mayhew, H. H., Mayhew, A. C., 
Neal, Palmer, Rand, 
Robinson, G. D., Sargent, Stedman, 
Tripp.—22. 

So the bill was refused a third reading. 
The bills, Bins. 
Relating to the Surgeon-General's depar tment ; 
To organize the charitable and correctional work of the 

Commonwealth ; 
To provide for the appointment of consulting engineers 

in reference to water supply and drainage; 
To authorize the city of Fall River to lay out and con-

struct a way known as Pleasant Street through a private 
burial-ground, were severally passed over. 

The bill concerning attachments was ordered to a third Attachments, 
reading. 

The resolves providing for an index of names changed Resolves, 
by lawful authority was, in accordance Avith the report of 
the committee thereon, rejected. 

The Senate bill to provide for the appointment of in- inspectors of 

spectors of provisions and animals intended for slaughter P10""1™3-
in cities and towns was read a third time and passed to bo 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to regulate lying-in hospitals was read a Lying-in hos-

third time and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 



The Senate bill to extend the time for applications for 
damages for land taken for the location of the Massachu-
setts Central Railroad was read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill relating to the several municipal courts 
BoMon!0 CIty of in the city of Boston was read a third time as heretofore 

amended, further amended, and in the title by adding 
thereto the following: " and to amend the 4th section of 
chapter 112 of the General S ta tu tes" ; and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Worces ter Light The House resolve in favor of the Worcester Light In-

fantry was read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The House bill to incorporate the Massachusetts Family 
Bank was read a third time as heretofore amended, further 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendments, which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to establish the office of inspector of tenement-
houses, public buildings and factories was further con-
sidered. 

Mr. Dacey proposed a substitute for the bill, and the 
subject was passed over and the substitute ordered to be 
printed. 

Railroad corpo- The bill relating to the subscriptions of towns and cities 
to the capital stock and securities of railroad corporations, 
and the resolutions of the city of New Bedford protesting 
against the passage of said act, were taken from the table, 
the former placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, 
and the latter placed on tile. 

Bills. The bills, 
To regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors ; and 
To secure land from trespassers, were taken from the 

table and placed in the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 
Bills enacted The following engrossed bills (the first two of which 
thĉ Governor.c originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— 

To amend chapter 144 of the Acts of 1873, for the 
erection and regulation of mills. 

Massachusetts 
Central R. R. 

Municipal 

Infant ry . 

Massachusetts 
Family Bank. 

Tenement-
houses. 



To change the name of the West Congregational Society 
in Dracut. 

Making appropriations for the expenses of the State 
Almshouse, the State Primary School at Monson, the 
State Prison, the Reform School at Westborough, the In-
dustrial School at Lancaster, the Bridgewater Workhouse, 
the State Detective Force, and for other purposes. 

The following engrossed resolves (both of which orig-
inated in the House) passed, and were laid before the Gov-
ernor for his approval, to wi t :— 

In favor of Ellen Nolan of Westborough. 
In favor of Daniel Downey of Lawrence. 
The Senate bill to incorporate the town of Merrimac Merrimac. 

came up concurred with certain amendments in sections 5, 
7 and 8 of the same, and those proposed in the first two 
sections were adopted in concurrence, and pending the 
consideration of those proposed in the 8th section, the bill 
was passed over and the amendments ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , April 5, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the suppor t of pris-

Judiciary, on the bill amending section 58 of chapter 178 oner3' 
of the General Statutes, relative to supporting prisoners; 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on rrovineetown 
the bill to renew the appropriation in relation to the flats, an 

meadows and beaches on East Harbor Creek in Province-
town and Truro ; and 

On the resolve in favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Em- Disabled soi-

ployment Bureau, severally reported that said bills and ment Bureau, 

resolve ought to pass. 
Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the south Hadiey. 

Judiciary, on the bill to alter the limits of fire district No. 
1 in the town of South Hadiey; and 

Mr. Dacey, from the same committee, on the bill in Boston, 

addition to chapter 371 of the Acts of the year 1872, 
relating to the regulations and inspection of buildings in 
Boston; and 

Mr. E . Robinson, from the same committee, on the bill Real estate. 



to authorize in certain cases the mortgages of real estate 
held in trust, severally reported that these hills should 
pass with certain amendments ; and they were ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Shores, from said committee, on the bill relating to 
the granting of divorces on petitions from inhabitants of 
this State, reported that said bill ought not to pass ; and 
the same was placed in the orders of the day for to-mor-
row on the question of rejection. 

Mr. Shores, on leave, introduced a bill ratifying the 
election of town officers in the town of Chesterfield in the 
year 1876, and Mr. E. Robinson moved a suspension of 
the 20th joint rule that said bill might be considered ; and 
the motion was placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
In addition to an act to regulate the sale of intoxicating 

liquors (on the several orders in relation to the subject) ; 
Requiring the Eastern Railroad Company to erect a 

station-house at Everett (on the petition of said town) ; 
In relation to the Industrial School at Lawrence (on an 

order in relation to the subject) ; 
To confirm certain acts and doings of William B. Hard-

ing, as assistant clerk of the Central District Court of 
Worcester, were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

A report of the committee on district courts, referring 
the petition of John T. Clark and others to the next Gen-
eral Court, was read and placed in the orders of. the day 
for to-morrow. 

Bins. The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
Further to define the duties of county treasurers ; 
To amend an act to incorporate the Butchers' Slaughter-

ing and Melting Association in Brighton ; 
To incorporate the New England Guard of the city of 

Boston; and 
Resolves. The resolves, 

Relating to the improvement of the fishway in Merri-
mack River at Lawrence, and Ilolyoke Fishway in the Con-
necticut River; 

Providing for the printing of an additional volume of the 
special laws, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Divorce. 

Cliesterfield. 

Bills. 

Jo lm T. Clark 
et als. 



The resolution in favor of international arbitration was 
passed over. . . 

The bill relating to the subscriptions of towns and cities Bins, 

to the capital stock and securities of railroad corporations 
was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to secure land from trespassers ; and 
The bill to organize the charitable and correctional work 

of the Commonwealth were ordered to a third reading. 
The bill relating to the Surgeon-General's department suj-gcon-Gc«-

was refused a third reading. 
The Senate bill in addition to an act to regulate the Agmma,^ 

fishery in the Agawam and Half-Way Pond and rivers was and river's, 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill relating to a public common in the town j ia t tapoiset t . 

of Mattapoisett, and to amend chapter 250 of the Acts of 
the year 1872, was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill concerning attachments was read a third Attachment 

time, amended, and passed to bo engrossed in concurrence 
with the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors was intoxicating 
passed over. 

The bill to provide for the appointment of consulting water supply, 
engiueers, in reference to water supply and drainage, was 
refused a third reading. 

The bill in addition to an act in relation to text-books m Textbooks, 
the public schools was admitted under a suspension of the 
20th joint rule, in concurrence. 

The House report on the petition of O. D. Lovell and o . D . L o v e i i 

others was accepted in concurrence. 
The bill to incorporate the town of Merrimac was con- Memmac. 

sidered, and the amendments proposed thereto by the 
House adopted in concurrence. 

The bill to establish the office of inspector of tenement-
houses, public buildings and factories was next considered, 
and the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Dacey 
adopted, read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to authorize the city of Fall River to lay out Fan raver, 
and construct a way, known as Pleasant Street, through a 



private burial-ground, was amended, and ordered to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, Avhich was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

lihooit"ndstrit'1 kiH relating to the support of persons committed to 
Reform School, the State Industrial School and the State Reform School 

was passed over. 

ancMaid before The following engrossed bills (the first eight of which 
the Governor, originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit:— 

Relating to the sealing of weights and measures. o o o 
Relating to deposit notes of mutual fire insurance com-

panies. 
Relating to the passage of vessels through drawbridges. 
To allow the use of tents and camp equipage by educa-

tional institutions. 
Authorizing the cities of Boston and Chelsea to recon-

struct Chelsea Bridge. 
In addition to an act to divide the Commonwealth into 

districts for the choice of Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States. 

To amend section 44 of chapter 24 of the General Stat-
utes relating to the assessment of taxes in fire districts. 

To authorize the construction of certain narrow-gauge , D © 
railroads in Billerica and Bedford. 

To regulate inquests on dead bodies. 
Relating to night-walkers. 
To change a portion of the harbor line iu Gloucester 

Harbor. 
To incorporate the Bryant Free Library. 
To establish the salary of the Secretary of the Board of 

Education. 
To authorize the county commissioners of the county of 

Essex to lay out a highway and construct a bridge over 
Ipswich River. 

To regulate the taking of fish in North River in the 
county of Plymouth. 

To authorize the town of Provincetown to establish a 
sinking fund for the payment of its indebtedness incurred 
by its subscription for the capital stock of the Old Colony 
R. R. Co. 

To authorize the city of Boston to reconstruct Dover 
Street Bridge. 

To appropriate the income of the compensation fund 
for Boston Harbor. 



To extend the time for the construction and completion 
of a highway and bridge across the Connecticut River at 
Turner's Falls. 

To authorize the Fall River Railroad Company to sell or 
lease its road. 

Relating to the commitment of children to the State 
Primary School, and to their discharge therefrom. 

To regulate the use of steamboats for the conveyance of 
passengers. 

Requiring certain returns to the Commissioners on 
Inland Fisheries. 

An engrossed resolve concerning the Prison Commis- Engrossed 
sio.ners (which originated in the Senate) passed, and, with re80lve-
the above-named bills, was laid before the Governor for 
his approval. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , April 6 , 1 8 7 6 . 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Parker, from the committee on Water Supply and Water supply. 
Drainage, on the bill concerning the water supply of cities 
and towns, reported the same in a new draft, and it was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on Public docu-
tlie bill concerning the printing of certain public docu- mems ' 
meuts, reported that the same ought to pass, and it was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
Resolves, Resolves. 
In favor of Samuel Easter of Boston (on the petition of 

the same) ; 
In favor of William Prat t of Ashburnham (on the petition 

of the same) ; 
In favor of Edward M. Steimle of Boston (on the peti-

tion of John H . Roberts) ; 
In favor of Edward Fisher of Boston (on the petition of 

the same) ; 
In favor of Patrick Buckley of North Adams (on the 

petition of the same) ; 
32 



Boston. 

Railroad inves-
tigations. 

Senatorial 
districts. 

Bills enacted 
and laid before 
the Governor. 

Resolves passed 
and laid before 
the Governor. 

In favor of F . F . Follansbee (on the petition of Dexter 
H. Follett) , were severally read and referred to the com-
mittee 011 the Treasury. 

A bill to establish the civil jurisdiction of the municipal 
courts of the city of Boston was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The following order was read and referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee oil Printing :— 

Ordered, That 400 copies of each of the investigations 
made by the committee on Railroads by order of the 
Legislature at its present session be bound in cloth for 
the use of members. 

A bill to divide the Commonwealth into 40 districts 
for the choice of Senators (on the order relative to re-
districting the State) was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The following engrossed bills (the first two of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to bo enacted, to wit:— 

Concerning the registry of deeds for the town of 
Dal ton. 

In further addition to an act relating to the Mystic River 
Corporation. 

To supply the town of Hingham with pure water. 
To authorize the Boston & Maine Railroad to pur-

chase the Danvers Railroad. 
In addition to an act to incorporate the Proprietors of 

the Cemetery of Mount Auburn. 
To authorize the Boston & Maine Railroad to purchase 

the Newburyport Railroad. 
To extend the provisions of chapter 401 of the Acts of 

the year 1874 in relation to the taking of land by the 
Fitchburg Railroad Company. 

The following engrossed resolves (the first of which 
originated in the Senate) passed, and, with the above-
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, 
to wi t :— 

Relating to the State Board of Health. 
Relating to papers and documents belonging to the files 

of the Senate and House of Representatives. 
For the purpose of assisting discharged female pris-

oners. 
Providing for heating, lighting and furnishing the addi-

tion to the State Reform School at Westborough. 



In relation to charges for transportation of coal by rail-
road corporations. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, BUIS. 

To confirm the acts and doings of William B. Hard-
ing as assistant clerk of the Central District Court of 
Worcester; 

To renew the appropriation in relation to the flats, 
meadows and beaches on East Harbor Creek, in Province-
town and Truro ; and 

The resolve in favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Employ- Disabled soi-
ment Bureau, were severally read a second time and mentBureau!" 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill in addition to an act to regulate the sale of BUIS. 
intoxicating liquors ; and 

The bill in relation to the inspection of factories and 
public buildings were severally passed over. 

The bill to authorize, in certain cases, the mortgage of 
real estate, was laid on the table. 

The bill in addition to chapter 371 of the Act of the 
year 1872 relative to the regulation and inspection of 
buildings in Boston, was read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill to alter the limits of fire district No. 1, in the 
town of South Iladley, was read a second time, amended 
as proposed by the comntittee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to amend section 58 of chapter 178 of the 
General Statutes, relative to supporting prisoners, was 
amended and passed over. 

The bill in relation to the Industrial School at Lawrence 
was read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill requiring the Eastern Railroad Company to 
erect a station-house in Everett was passed over. 

The bill relating to granting of divorces on petitions 
from inhabitants of this State was, in accordance with 
report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The bill ratifying the election of town ofEcers in the 
town of Chesterfield was admitted under a suspension of 
the 20th joint rule, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The House bills, 
To f urther define the duties of county treasurers; 



Merrimack 
River, etc., 
fishways in. 

Special laws. 

Railroad 
corporations. 

Trespassers . 

To amend an Act to incorporate the Butchers' Slaugh-
tering and Melting Association in Brighton ; 

To incorporate the New England Guard of the city of 
Boston; and 

The House resolve relating to the improvement of the 
fishway in the Merrimack River at Lawrence, and the 
Holyoke fishway in the Connecticut River, were severally 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

The House resolve providing for the printing of an 
additional volume of the special laws was read a third time 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill relating to subscriptions of towns and cities to 
the capital stock and securities of railroad corporations was 
assigned for consideration on Tuesday next, at 23, o'clock, 
p . M. 

The bill to secure land from trespassers was read a third 
time as heretofore amended, and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence, with the amendment, which was sent down 
for concurrence. 

Public charities. The Senate bill to organize the charitable and correc-
tional work of the Commonwealth was read a third time 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill relating to the support of persons committed to 

the State Industrial School and the State Reform School 
was considered, and a substitute being proposed therefor, 
the whole subject was passed over. 

The resolution in favor of international arbitration was 
further considered, and a substitute being proposed there-
for, the whole subject was passed over. 

The bill in addition to an Act in relation to text-books 
in the public schools was considered, and Mr. Sargent 
having proposed a substitute therefor, the subject was 
passed over. 

The bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors was 
passed over. 

The House report on the petition of John T. Clark and 
others was accepted in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

State Industr ia l 
School and State 
Reform School. 

Internat ional 
arbitrat ion. 

Text-books in 
public schools. 

Intoxicating 
liquors. 

J o h n T . Clark 
ct als. 



F R I D A Y , April 7, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Davis of Worcester, from the committee on Rail-
roads (on the report of the Railroad Commissioners), 
reported 

A bill in relation to the issue of bonds and other Railroad 
evidences of indebtedness by railroad corporations, and coiroratlons-
the same was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the chesterfieia. 

Judiciary, reported the bill ratifying the election of town 
officers in the town of Chesterfield without amendment, 
and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the bills, Bins. 

Relating to ward officers in the city of Boston ; 
Concerning the adoption of children ; 
In addition to an Act relating to elections ; 
Relating to the preparation of the voting lists and elec-

tion in cities, reported that said bills ought to pass with 
certain amendments, and they were ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. E . Robinson, from the same committee, oil the bill 
to punish illegal voting and to secure the purity of 
elections; and 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on Resolves, 
the House resolves, 

In favor of Edward M. Steimle of Boston ; 
In favor of Joshua H. Eldridge of Boston ; 
In favor of Samuel Easter of Boston ; 
In favor of F . F . Follansbee of Boston; 
In favor of William Prat t of Ashburnham ; 
In favor of Patrick Buckley of North Adams ; 
In favor of Edward Fisher of Boston, severally reported 

that said bills and resolves ought to pass, and they were 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Shores, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the Witnesses, 

bill relating to witnesses, reported that the same ought not 
to pass, and the bill was placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow on the question of rejection. 

Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Railroads, on the Eastern Ran-
orders of inquiry as to whether the Eastern Railroad Com- lu'1 

pany has complied with the provisions of law in regard to 



railroad corporations ; also, as to its compliance with a 
certain vote of the stockholders, and on the petition of 
E. W . James et als., reported that legislation is unneces-
sary thereon, and the report was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 

toea.andcounty A communication from the Tax Commissioner, trans-
mitting, in compliance with the Act of 1874, to secure a 
more equal apportionment of state and county taxes, with 
a statement in relation thereto, was referred in concurrence 
to a joint special committee to consist of seven on the 
part of the House, with such as the Senate may join. 

Boston Harbor . A. bill making a further appropriation for the improve-
ment of the Commonwealth's flats in Boston Harbor, and 
a resolve granting aid to pupils in the state normal schools 
were severally read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

BiIls- The bills, 
In addition to an act to supply the town of Winchester 

with pure water; 
To authorize the seizure, destruction or sale of in-

toxicating liquors exposed and kept for sale contrary to 
law; 

To fix the salaries of the Insurance Commissioner, his 
deputjr and clerks, were severally taken from the table 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrrow. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
Concerning the water supply of cities and towns; 
Concerning the printing of certain public documents; 
To establish the civil jurisdiction of the several municipal 

courts of the city of Boston, were severally read a second 
time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to divide the Commonwealth into forty districts 
for the choice of Senators was read a second time, where-
upon Messrs. Howard and E . Robinson proposed certain 
amendments thereto, but before any action was had 
thereon the bill was assigned for consideration on Monday 
next, at 3 o'clock, p. M. 

The House bills, 
To confirm the acts and doings of William B. Harding 

as assistant clerk of the Central District Court of Worces-
t e r ; 



To amend section 58 of chapter 371 of the General 
Statutes relative to supporting prisoners ; 

To renew the appropriation in relation to the flats, 
meadows and beaches on East Harbor Creek in Province-
town and Truro, were severally read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill in addition to chapter 371 of the Acts 
of 1872 relating to the regulations and inspection of 
buildings in Boston, was read a third time as heretofore 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendments, which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to alter the limits of fire district No. 1, 
in the town of South Hadley, was read a third time as 
heretofore amended, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence with the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House resolve in favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Disabled so l . 

Employment Bureau was read a third time and passed to m S t o S 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill requiring the Eastern Railroad Company to Eastern Ran-

erect a station-house in Everett was passed over. road Co' 
Also, the resolution in favor of international arbitra-

tion. 
The bill to authorize, in certain cases, the mortgage of Real estate, 

real estate held in trust was ordered to a third reading. 
Subsequently, a motion being made to reconsider the 

vote by which the bill was ordered to a third reading, the 
same was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bills, Bins . 

In relation to the Industrial School at Lawrence; 
In relation to the inspection of factories and public 

buildings, and for other purposes, were severally ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill relating to the support of persons committed 
to the State Industrial School and the State Reform 
School was further considered, and the substitute proposed 
therefor by Mr. Hai'wood was adopted, read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The bill in addition to an act in relation to text-books 
in the public schools was next considered, and the sub-



stitute proposed therefor by Mr. Sargent adopted, read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors was 
further amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

S a i d T e f o r e The following engrossed bills (the first three of which 
the Governor, originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were 

laid before the Governor for his approval, to wi t :— 
To prevent the recurrence and spread of Spanish fever 

and Texas cattle disease. 
To provide additional terminal facilities in Springfield 

for the Springfield, Athol & North-Eastern Railroad and 
the Springfield & New London Railroad. 

To empower the city of Boston to lay out and maintain 
a main sewer discharging at Moon Island in Boston 
Harbor, and for other purposes. 

To authorize the Old Colony Railroad Company to pur-
chase the railroad of the Fall River, Warren & Prov-
idence Railroad. 

Authorizing: an exchange of the bonds of the Salem o O 
Street Railway. 

To authorize towns and cities to establish sinking funds 
for the payment of indebtedness incurred by subscriptions 
for the capital stock and securities of railroad corpora-
tions. 

Adjournment . On lllotioll, it Was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

on Monday next, at 2 o'clock, r . M. 
Adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , April 10, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of Friday was read. 

Papers from the House. 

C. J . Hinkson. A resolve in favor of C. J . Hinkson was read and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

districts'1^ Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to divide the Commonwealth into 
forty districts, for the choice of Senators, the question 



being on amendments proposed thereto by Messrs. Howard 
and E. Robinson, and the vote being taken on that pro-
posed by the former, it was determined as follows, to 
wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Fitz, Gaylord, Haynes, 

Higgins, Howard, Mayhew, A. C., 
Rani], llobinson, E., Robinson, H. W., 
Stedman.—10. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, -Bates, Belcher, 
Bowman, Brown, Crane, 
Cummings, Dacey, Davis, G. L., 
Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Ginnodo, 
Livingston, Mayhew, H. H., Neal, 
Robinson, G. D., Sargent, Tripp, 
Wing.—19. 

So the amendment was rejected, and the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Robinson having been also rejected, the 
bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, Billa-
Ratifying the election of town officers in the town of 

Chesterfield in the year 1876 ; 
To punish illegal voting, and to secure the purity of 

elections ; and 
The resolves, Rcsoiv 
In favor of Edward M. Steimle of Boston ; 
In favor of Joshua H. Eldridge of Boston; 
In favor of Samuel Easter of Boston ; 
In favor of William Prat t of Ashburnham; 
In favor of Patrick Buckley of North Adams; 
In favor of Edward Fisher of Boston ; 
In favor of F . F . Follansbee of Boston, were severally 

read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 

authorize, in certain cases, the mortgage of real estate 
held in trust was ordered to a third reading, was carried 
in the affirmative, and the bill was then amended and again 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bills, • Bins. 
Concerning the adoption of children ; 
Relating to the preparation of voting-lists and elections 

in cities; 
In addition to an act relating to elections, were 

severally read a second time, amended as proposed by the 
committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to a third reading. 

3 3 



The bill relating to witnesses was, in accordance with 
the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The bill relating to the support of persons committed to 
the State Industrial School and the State Reform School 
was read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bills, 
In relation to the issue of bonds and other evidence of 

indebtedness by railroad corporations ; 
Relating to ward officers in the city of Boston ; 
In addition to an act in relation to text-books in the 

public schools, were severally passed over. 
The Senate bill concerning the water supply of cities 

and towns was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent clown for concurrence. 
The House bill concerning the printing of certain public 

documents was read a third time, amended, and passed to 
be engrossed with the amendment, which was sent down 
for concurrence. 

The bill to establish the civil jurisdiction of the several 
municipal courts of the city of Boston was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Subsequently, Mr. Palmer moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the same passed to be engrossed, and 
the motion was placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

The House bill in relation to the Industrial School at 
Lawrence was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The Senate bill in relation to the inspection of factories 
and public buildings, and for other purposes, was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating 

liquors was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
by the following vote, to wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, Bowman, 

Cummings, Paeey, Fitz Gerald, 
Flatley, Gaylord, Haynes, 
lliggins, Mayhew, A. C., Mayhew, II. II., 
Palmer, Rand, Robinson, G. D., 
Sargent, Stedman, Tripp, 
Wing.—19. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Fitz, Howard, Neal.—3. 



The report on the several orders requiring the committee Eastern Rail-
on Railroads to inquire as to the compliance of the Eastern roadCo ' 
Railroad with a certain vote of the stockholders, and with 
certain provisions of law, and, on the petition of E . W . 
James, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The report of the Tax Commissioner in relation to the 
apportionment of state and county taxes came up, and 
Messrs. Kimball of Boston, Fairbanks of Fall River, 
Walden of Lynn, Noble of Westfield, J . W . Hill of Bos-
ton, Wetherell of Worcester, and Longley of Shirley are 
appointed on the part of the House as a committee thereon, 
and Messrs. Sargent and were joined on the part 
of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, the vote by which the report 
on the petition of Henry W . Fuller was accepted was re-
considered under a suspension of the rule, and the report 
was recommitted to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , April 11, 1876. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the J a m e s P a r t o n 

Judiciary, on the bill to confirm the marriage of James 
Parton and Ellen Willis Eldredge ; and 

Mr. E . Robinson, from the committee on Probate and w n i s . 

Chancery, on the bill to provide for the removal of wills 
from probate courts in certain cases; and 

Mr. Bowman, from the committee on the Judiciary, on cap i ta i sen-. tences. 
the bill to regulate the execution of capital sentences, sev-
erally reported that the same ought to pass, and they were 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Dacey, from the same committee, on the bill to w e s t stock-

authorize certain proceedings with reference to the old bridgc' 
village burying-ground in the town of West Stock-
bridge ; and 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from said committee, on the Boston, 

bill to regulate the preparation of the list of jurors in the city 
of Boston, severally reported that said bills ought not to 
pass, and they were placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow on the question of rejection. 



Tria ls in supe-
rior court . 

Super ior and 
supreme judi-
cial courts . 

A . V. Lynde 
et als. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee oil the 
Judiciary, 011 the order relative to the more speedy trial of 
persons in the superior court, and 011 the order relative to 
further protection to the property of hotel-keepers and 
their guests, and 

Mr. E . Robinson, from the same committee, on the 
order relative to amendment of the laws in respect to the 
rules of practice in the supreme judicial and superior courts, 
severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon. 

Mr. Bowman, from the same committee, 011 the petition 
of Alonzo V. Lynde and others, reported that the further 
consideration of the same be referred to the next General 
Court, and these reports were severally read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Infants . 

Wil l iamstown. 

' Papers from the House. 
The bill for the better protection of infants came up 

concurred with certain amendments, which were adopted 
111 concurrence. 

Mr. Weston moved a suspension of the 20th joint rule, 
that he might present a petition of the selectmen of the 
town of Williamstown for the legalization of the acts of its 
annual town meeting, and the motion was placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Boston & 
Albany Rail-
road Co. 

Rai l road inves-
tigations. 

Houses of cor-
rection. 

Papers from the House. 
A communication from the Attorney-General, stating 

that, in his opinion, a vacancy exists in the board of state 
directors of the Boston & Albany Railroad Corporation, was 
referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Railroads. 

A report of the committee 011 Printing, that the order 
relative to binding certain copies of reports of the com-
mittee 011 Railroads 011 the investigations had by them 
during the present session should be adopted, was accepted 
in concurrence. 

The bills, 
For the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, and for 

securing its debts and liabilities ; 
To extend the time for completing the new state prison ; 
To abolish the office of overseers of houses of correc-

t ion; and 
The report of the committee 011 the Judiciary, 011 the 

order relative to the exchange of coupon bonds, were sev-



erally taken from the table and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the Railroad corpo-

consideration of the bill relating to the subscriptions of 
towns and cities to the capital stock of railroad corpora-
tions, the question being 011 ordering the same to be 
engrossed, and, after debate, said question was determined 
as follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bowman, Cummings, Davis, G. L., 
Fitz, Gaylord, Ginnodo, 
Livingston, Mayhew, II. H., Mayhew, A. C., 
Robinson, G. D., Sargent, Tripp, 
Weston, Wing.—14. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Avers, Crane, Dacey, 
Davis, E. L., Fiske, Fitz Gerald, 
Flatley, Haynes, Howard, 
Howes, Hunt, Neal, 
Parker, Rand, Robinson, H. W., 
Shores.—1G. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The following engrossed bills ( the first three of which Bills enacted 

originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to w i t : — the Governor. 

To incorporate the town of Merrimac. 
To incorporate the Dedham Water Company. 
Relating to the clerks of the police courts of Chelsea and 

Springfield. 
In relation to reservoirs and lands connected with the 

water supply of cities and towns. 
To authorize the town of Greenfield to raise money to 

reimburse the Commonwealth for land taken for a railroad 
in Greenfield. 

The following engrossed resolves (the first three of which Resolves passed 
originated in the Senate) passed, and, with the above- the Governor." 
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, 
to wi t :— 

In favor of the town of South Abington. 
I11 favor of Elizabeth Howes. 
In favor of Mary Lamb of Boston. 
I11 favor of the Worcester Light Infantry. 
The orders of the day wore taken up, and the first matter Boston, 

therein being the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill to establish the civil jurisdiction of the several 
municipal courts within the city of Boston passed to be 



engrossed, the same was carried in the affirmative, and the 
bill was passed over. 

The bill in addition to an act to supply the town of 
Winchester with pure water was rejected. 

The House bill to authorize the seizure, destruction or 
sale of intoxicating liquors exposed and kept for sale con-
trary to law was further considered, amended, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, 
which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to fix the salaries of the Insurance Com-
missioner, his deputy and clerks, was amended, and ordered 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, 
which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill requiring the Eastern Railroad Company to 

erect a station-house in Everett was laid on the table. 
The resolution in favor of international arbitration was 

considered, and the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. 
Parker was adopted, and the resolution, as amended, re-
jected. 

The House bill to authorize, in certain cases, the mort-
gage of real estate held in trust was read a third time as 
heretofore amended, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence with the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill ratifying the election of town officers in 

the town of Chesterfield in the year 1876 was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill concerning the adoption of children was 
passed over. 

The House bill in addition to an act relating to elections 
was read a third time as heretofore amended, and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill relating to the preparation of voting-lists and 

elections in cities and towns was read a third time as 
heretofore amended, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence with the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 



The House bill to punish illegal voting and to secure the Elections, 
purity of elections ; and 

The House resolves, Resolves. 

In favor of Edward M. Steimle of Boston ; 
In favor of Joshua H. Eldridge of Boston ; 
In favor of Samuel Easton of Boston ; 
In favor of F . F . Follansbee of Boston ; 
In favor of William Pra t t of Ashburuham ; 
In favor of Patrick Buckley of North Adams ; 
In favor of Edward Fisher of Boston, were severally 

read a third time and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

The Senate bill relating to the support of persons com- BUIS. 

mitted to the State Industrial School and the State Reform 
School was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill in addition to an act in relation to text-books in 
the public schools was read a second time and ordered to 
a third reading. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , April 12, 1876. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Wing presented remonstrances of citizens of New Railroad corpo-

Bedford, Rochester and Acushnet, and of the city govern- latlona-
meut, severally against the passage of the bill relating to 
the subscriptions of towns and cities to the capital stock 
of railroad corporations, and the same were placed on tile, 
with the papers relating thereto. 

The Senate report ou the order relative to the taxation Mortgages, 

of mortgages came up from the House amended by the 
substitution of "reference to the next General Cour t" in 
place of "inexpedient to legislate," and the amendment 
was adopted in concurrence. 

Mr. Cummings moved a reconsideration of the vote Insurance 

whereby the bill to fix the salaries of the Insurance Com-
missioner, his deputy and clerk, passed to be engrossed, clerk-
and, the motion being considered, was carried in the 
negative. 



Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Railroads, on the 
annual report of the Railroad Commissioners, reported 

A bill concerning the verification of railroad and street 
railway returns. 

Mr. Davis of Worcester, from the same committee, on 
said report of the commissioners, reported 

corporations. A bill in relation to calling meetings of the stockholders 
of railroad corporations, and these bills were severally read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Suffolk County. ^ Mr. E . Robinson, from the committee on Probate and 
Chancery, on the bill to provide for the appointment of a 
clerk in the probate office for the county of Suffolk, 
reported that the same ought to pass with an amendment, 
and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Normal schools. Mr. Belcher, from the committee 011 the Treasury, 
reported the House resolve granting aid to the state 
normal schools without amendment, and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Railroad 
re turns . 

Rai l road 

Lynn . 

Bristol County, 
Lee 's and Cole's 
r ivers in. 

Pawnbroke r s . 

Tb. 

Railroad corpo-
rations. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to authorize the city of Lynn to obtain a further 

supply of water (011 the petition of the mayor of said 
city) ; and 

A bill to authorize the county commissioners of Bristol 
County to lay out a highway and construct a bridge over 
Lee's and Cole's rivers (011 the petition of E . M. Thurston 
and others), were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Dacey, from the committee 011 the Judiciary, on 
the order relative to preventing pawnbrokers from" pur-
chasing stolen goods, reported 

A bill relating to pawnbrokers, and the same was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Sargent moved a reconsideration of the vote 
whereby the bill relating to the subscriptions of cities and 
towns to the capital stock and securities of railroad cor-
porations was rejected, and the question being considered, 
it was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs Bowman, Cummings, 
Fitz, Gaylord, 
Iliggins, Livingston, 
Mayhew, II II., Sargent, 

Davis, G. L., 
Ginnodo, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Tripp.—12. 



NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Crane, 
Fiske, 
Haynes, 
Hunt, 
Parker, 
Robinson, H. W., 
Weston.—22. 

Rates, 
Dacey, 
Pitz Gerald, 
Howard, 
Neal, 
Rand, 
Shores, 

Belcher, 
Davis, E. L., 
Flati ey, 
Howes, 
Palmer, 
Robinson 
Stedman, 

G. D„ 

So the Senate refused to reconsider. 

t o Senatorial 
districts. 

The orders of the day were taken lip, and the hi 
divide the Commonwealth into forty districts for the choice 
of Senators was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to provide for the removal of wills from pro- wins, 
bate courts was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bills, Bins. 
To regulate the execution of capital sentences; 
To confirm the marriage of James Parton and Ellen 

Willis Eldredge, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to regulate the preparation of the list of jurors 
in the city of Boston was, in accordance with the report 
of the committee thereon, rejected. 

To authorize certain proceedings with reference to the w e s t s tock , 

old village burial-ground in the town of West Stockbridge, budge-

were, in accordance with the report of the committee 
thereon, rejected. 

The House bill in addition to an act to regulate the sale intoxicating 
of intoxicating liquors was further considered, and the 11iuor3-
question on ordering the same to a third reading was taken 
by yeas and nays as follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, 
Harwood, Howes, 
Neal, Robinson, E., 
Wing.—10. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bowman, Brown, 
Dacey, Davis, E. L., 
Fiske, Fitz, 
Flatley, Gaylord, 
Hunt, Livingston, 
Palmer, Parker, 
Robinson, II. W., Sargent, 
Stedman.—22. 

Ginnodo, 
Mayhew, H. II.. 
Weston, 

Crane, 
Davis, G. L„ 
Fitz Gerald, 
Haynes, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Rand, 
Shores, 



So the bill was refused a third reading. 
Railroad corpo-
rat ions. 

Ward officers, 
.city of Boston. 

Hotel-keepers 
and their guests. 

Coupon bonds 
for registered 
bonds. 
Bills. 

Will iarastown. 

Houses of cor-
rection. 

Reports . 

Supreme and 
superior courts. 

A. V. Lynde 
et als. 

The bill in relation to the issue of bonds and other evi-
dence of indebtedness by railroad corporations was ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill relating to ward officers in the city of Boston 
was read a second time, amended as proposed by the com-
mittee on the Judiciary, further amended, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

The reports, 
On the order relative to the protection of the property 

of hotel-keepers and their guests ; and 
On the order relative to the exchange of coupon bonds 

for registered bonds in certain cases ; and 
The bills, 
For the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company and 

the securing of its debts and liabilities; 
To establish the civil jurisdiction of the several mu-

nicipal courts within the city of Boston, were severally 
passed over. 

The petition of the town of Williamstown to legalize 
the acts of its annual town meeting held the present year 
was admitted under a suspension of the 20th joint rule 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to abolish the office of overseers of houses of 
correction was rejected. 

The bills, 
In addition to an act in relation to text-books in the 

public schools ; 
To extend the time for completing the new state prison, 

were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The Senate reports, 
On the order in relation to amendment of the law con-

cerning the rules of practice in the supreme and superior 
courts; 

On the petition of Alonzo V. Lynde and others ; and 
On the order relative to more speedy trial of persons in 

the superior court, were severally accepted. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 



The bills, BiIls-
To establish the boundary lino between Provineetown 

and Truro ; 
To establish the salaries of the Adjutant-General and 

the several employés in the Adjutant-General 's depart-
ment, were severally taken from the table and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The following engrossed bills (the first two of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wi t :— 

To provide for the relocation of the Troy & Greenfield 
Railroad in the towns of Greenfield and Deerfield, and for 
other purposes. 

To establish a common time for granting certain li-
censes, and to secure a more perfect record of such 
licenses and their revocation. 

To amend an act to incorporate the Butchers' Slaugh-
tering and Melting Association in Brighton. 

To further define the duties of county treasurers. 
To incorporate the Massachusetts Family Bank. 
To authorize the city of Fall River to lay out and con-

struct a way known as Pleasant Street through a private 
burial-ground. 

Engrossed resolves (which originated in the House) Resolves, 
passed as follows, to wit :—-

Providing for printing an additional volume of the 
special laws. 

Relating to the improvement of the fishway in the Mer-
rimack River at Lawrence and Holyoke fishway in the 
Connecticut River. 

Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , April 14, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Wednesday was read. 
The enacted bills, 
To provide for the relocation of the Troy & Green-

field Railroad in the towns of Greenfield and Deerfield, 
and for other purposes ; 

To establish a common time for granting certain li-
censes, and to secure a more perfect record of such 
licenses and their revocation ; 

Bills laid before 
the Governor. 



Resolves laid 
before the 
Governor. 

C. J . I l inkson. 

Disturbances of 
the peace. 

To amend an act to incorporate the Butchers' Slaugh-
tering and Melting Association in Brighton ; 

To incorporate the Massachusetts Family Bank ; 
To further define the duties of county treasurers ; 
To authorize the city of Fall River to lay out and con-

struct a way known as Pleasant Street through a private 
burial-ground ; and 

The resolves, 
Providing for printing an additional volume of the 

special laws; 
Relating to the improvement of the fishway in the Mer-

rimack River at Lawrence and the Holyoke fishway in the 
Connecticut River, were severally laid before the Governor 
for his approval. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on 
the resolve in favor of C. J . Hinkson; and 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, on the bill in relation to disturbances of the 
peace, severally reported that the same ought to pass ; and 
they were ordered to a second reading. 

Commitment of 
pr isoners to 
lock-ups. 

Veto power of 
tbe mayors of 
cities. 

County taxes. 

Publ ic print ing. 

W i n t h r o p Sears 
et als. 

Papers from the House. 
The Senate bill to amend section 16 of chapter 216 

of the acts of the year 1862, in relation to commitment of 
prisoners to lock-ups, came up concurred with an amend-
ment, which was adopted in concurrence. 

A bill to reduce the expenses and increase the effi-
ciency of the militia (on the Governor's address, the annual 
reports of the Adjutant-General and the Surgeon-General, 
and various orders relative to the subject) was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

A bill to confer the veto power on the mayors of cities 
was read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary; 

A bill granting county taxes; and 
A bill in relation to public printing, were severally read 

and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 
A report of the committee on the Fisheries, granting 

leave to withdraw, on the petition of Winthrop Sears and 
others, was read and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

The following order was adopted in concurrence, with 
an amendment striking out the words " Wednesday, April 
19," and inserting in place thereof the words "Tuesday, 
April 18" :— 



Ordered, That "Wednesday, April 1 9 , at 3 o ' c l o c k , p. M . , BOSTON AND 
he assigned for a convention of both branches for the pur- RE^CLPOL 
pose of choosing four directors, on the par t of the Com- TION-
monwealth, of the Boston & Albany Railroad Corporation ; 
i. e., three directors for the term of two years, and one 
director for one year to till the place of Hon. John Cum-
mings, whose seat is declared vacant by the At torney-
General. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on COMMONWEALTH 
the House bill to make a fur ther appropriation for the im- W B O I B O B T O N 

provement of the Commonwealth flats in Boston Harbor , 
reported that the same ought to pass ; and it was ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. Crane moved a reconsideration of the vote by which Jurors in the 
the bill in relation to the preparation of a list of jurors in OITY O F B O S T O N -
the city of Boston was rejected, and the motion was car-
ried i n the affirmative, and the bill was then recommitted 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill con - RAILROAD 
cerning the verification of railroad and railway returns, ^NNAUDFOOIS. 
and the resolve grant ing aid to pupils in the state normal 
schoo l s , were severally read a second time and ordered to 
a third reading. 

The bill concerning the adoption of children was fur ther Adoption of 
considered, amended, and passed to be engrossed in con- CHLLDREU-
currence with the amendments, which were sent down for 
concurrence. 

The bill relating to the preparation of the voting-lists voting-lists 
and elections in cities was fur ther considered, and the I T D F E . " 0 " 9 

amendment proposed thereto by Mr . Bowman was with-
drawn, and the bill was then passed over. 

The House bill to provide for the appointment of a clerk cierk in probate 
in the probate office of the county of Suffolk was read a A™FFOIK.°LMTYOF 

second t ime, amended as proposed by the committee on 
Probate and Chancery, and ordered to a third reading. 

_ The bill relating to pawnbrokers was read a second PAWNBROKERS, 

time and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to authorize the county commissioners of Bris- HIGHWAY AND 

tol County to lay out a highway and construct drawbridges OV^LEEL-MD 

over Lee's and Cole's rivers was read a second time and S'STO/COM'TY. 

refused a third reading. 
The House bill relating t o w a r d officers in the c i t y of WARD OFFICERS, 

Boston was read a third t i m e , fur ther amended, and passed O I T Y O F B O S T O N -



i la i l road corpo-
rations. 

Text-books in 
public schools. 

New Btate 
prison. 

Adju tan t -Gen . 
eral and em-
ployés. 

Execut ion of 
capital sen-
tences. 

Wil ls . 

J a m e s Par ton 
and Ellen Wil-
lis Eldredge. 

to bo engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, 
which were sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill in relation to the issue of bonds and 
other evidence of indebtedness by railroad corporations 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill in addition to an act in relation to text-
books in the public schools was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill to extend the time for completing the 
new state prison was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill to establish the salaries of the Adjutant-Gen-

eral, and the several employés in the Adjutant-General's 
department, was read a second time, amended as proposed 
by the committee on the Treasury, further amended on 
motion of Mr. Belcher, and ordered to a third reading. 

The House bill to regulate the execution of capital sen-
tences was read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The House bill to provide for the removal of wills from 
probate courts in certain cases was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to confirm the marriage of James Parton and 
Ellen Willis Eldredge was read a third time, and the ques-
tion 011 ordering the same to be engrossed was taken by 
yeas and nays as follows, to wit :— 

YEAS.—Messrs, Hates, 
Brown, 
Fiske, 
Gaylord, 
Howard, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Palmer, 
Stedman, 

Belcher, 
Crane, 
Fitz, 
Ginnodo, 
Howes, 
Mayhew, II. H., 
Rand, 
Tripp, 

Bowman, 
Davis, G. L., 
Fitz Gerald, 
Iliggins, 
Livingston, 
Neal, 
Shores, 
Wing.—24. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Davis, E. L., Flatley, Robinson, E., 
Sargent.—4. 

So the bill passed to lie engrossed in concurrence. 



The bills, Bins. 
To authorize the city of Lynn to obtain a further supply 

of water ; 
In relation to calling meetings of the stockholders of 

railroad corporations; 
To establish the boundary line between Provincetown 

and Truro ; and 
The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the 

order relative to the protection of the property of hotel-
keepers and their guests, were severally passed over. 

The bill for the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, E a s t e r n Raii-

and the securing of its debts and liabilities, was assigned load Company ' 
for consideration on Wednesday next, at o'clock, p. M. 

The report on the order relative to the exchange of coupon bonds, 
coupon bonds into registered bonds in certain cases ; and 

The bill to establish the civil jurisdiction of the several Munic ipa l 

municipal courts within the city of Boston, were severally Boston!" c"y °f 

passed over. 
The following engrossed bills (all of which originated BHIS ENACTED 

in the Senate) passed to be enacted as follows, to wi t :— the Governor̂  
To renew the appropriation in relation to Hats, meadows 

and beaches on East Harbor Creek in Provincetown and 
Truro. 

To amend section 58 of chapter 178 of the General 
Statutes, relative to supporting prisoners. 

To confirm the acts and doings of William B. Harding © o 
as assistant clerk of the Central District Court of Worces-
ter. 

An engrossed resolve in favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Resolve passed 
Employment Bureau (which originated in the House), t he G o v e r n o r , 

passed, and, with the above-named bills, was laid before 
the Governor for his approval. 

Adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , April 17, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of Friday was read. 

Mr. Stedman, from the committee on Public Charitable Tewksbury 
Institutions, on the annual report of the Inspectors of the hous<e.Alm8' 
Tewksbury State Almshouse, reported. 



Lee's and Cole' 
rivers, Bristol 
County. 

Boston & 
Albany 
Railroad 
Corporation. 

A resolve in aid of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury, 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Tripp, the vote whereby the bill to 
authorize the county commissioners of Bristol County to 
lay out a highway and construct drawbridges over Lee's 
and Cole's rivers was refused a third reading was recon-
sidered, and the bill was then passed over. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, the vote whereby the order 
relative to the choice of directors of the Boston & 
Albany Railroad Corporation was adopted in concurrence 
was reconsidered, and on motion of the same Senator a 
substitute for said order was adopted providing for ail 
election on Tuesday next of three directors for the term 
of two years, and the order as amended was adopted in 
concurrence with the amendment, which was sent down 
for concurrence. 

State House. 

Salaries in 
Surgeon-
General 's 
depar tment . 

Esta tes held on 
condition. 

Revising the 
judicial system 
of the State. 

Inspectors of 
provisions and 
animals for 
s laughter . 

Bills. 

Papers from the House. 
A resolve providing for repairs 011 the State House was 

read and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 
A bill to establish the salary of the clerks and messen-

gers in the Surgeon-General's department was read and 
referred to the special committee on Salaries. 

A bill relative to estates held 011 condition was read and 
referred to the committee 011 the Judiciary. 

A resolve authorizing the appointment of a commission 
to inquire into the expediency of revising the judicial 
system of the State came up concurred with an amendment, 
and the same was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

The Senate Bill to provide for the appointment of 
inspectors of provisions and animals intended for slaughter 
in cities and towns, came up concurred, with certain 
amendments, which were adopted in concurrence. 

Bil ls, 
To abolish trials by jury in municipal and district courts 

and before justices of the peace (011 an order relative to 
the subject) ; 

Relating to the appointment of resident physicians at 
Tewksbury Almshouse (011 the report of the State Board 
of Charities) ; 

For the protection of trout, land-locked salmon and 
lake trout : and 



A resolve providing for the stereotyping, printing, 
binding and distribution of decennial census and statistics 
of industry (on a communication from the Chief of the 
Bureau of Statistics) ; and 

A bill in relation to savings banks and institutions for 
savings (on the several orders relative to the subject, the 
bill relative to the election of officers thereof, and the 
petition of the Miners' Savings Bank) , were read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The following engrossed bills (the first of which origin- BUIS ANA 

ated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— " Xl™theid 

For the better protection of infants. Governor. 
In relation to the Industrial School at Lawrence. 
To regulate lying-in hospitals. 
Establishing the salary of the Auditor and clerks in his 

department. 
Regulating the salary of the engineer, watchmen and 

firemen at the State House. 
To establish the salary of the Chief of the Bureau of 

Statistics of Labor, and the deputy of said bureau. 
To establish the salaries of the Sergeant-at-Arms, door-

keepers, assistant doorkeepers, postmasters, messengers 
and pages of the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

Relating to certain employés in the department of the 
Tr 

easurer and Receiver-General of the Commonwealth. 
To fix the salaries of the Deputy Tax Commissioner 

and the several employés in the Tax Commissioner's 
department. 

The following engrossed resolves (both of which origin- Resolves passe, 
ated in the House) passed, and, with the above-named bills, ^¿ovemoï!" 
were laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit :— 

In favor of Samuel Easter of Boston. 
In favor of F . F . Follansbee of Boston. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
In addition to section 38 of chapter 120 of the General 

Statutes, in relation to disturbances of the peace; 
To make a further appropriation for the improvement of 

the Commonwealth flats in Boston Harbor ; and 
The resolve in favor of C. J . Hinkson, were severally c . J . Hinkson. 

read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill in relation to calling meetings of the stock- Railroad 

holders of railroad corporations was ordered to a third cori:>orations-
reading. 
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Bills. 

Municipal 
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Boston. 

The Senate bill concerning the verification of railroad 
and street railway returns was read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill concerning pawnbrokers was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill to provide for the appointment of a 

clerk in the probate office of the county of Suffolk was 
read a third time as heretofore amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, which was 
sent down for concurrence. 

The House resolve granting aid to pupils in the state 
normal schools was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill to establish the salaries of the Adjutant-
General and the several employés in the Adjutant-
General's department was read a third time as heretofore 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendments, which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill relating to the preparation of the voting-lists 
and elections in cities was further considered. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden proposed a further amend-
ment thereto, when the whole subject was passed over and 
the amendment ordered to be printed. 

The bills, 
To authorize the city of Lynn to obtain a further supply 

of water ; 
To establish the boundary line between Provincetown 

and Truro ; and 
The report on the order relative to the further protec-

tion of the property of hotel-keepers and their guests, 
were severally passed over. 

The report on the order relative to the exchange of 
coupon bonds for registered bonds was further considered, 
whereupon Mr. Gaylord proposed a substitute therefor, 
and the whole subject was passed over and the substitute 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill to establish the civil jurisdiction of the several 
municipal courts within the city of Boston was referred to 
the next General Court. 



The House report on the petition of Winthrop Sears winthrop Sears 
and others was accepted in concurrence. etala-

_ The bill to reduce the expenses and increase the effi- Mmtia. 

ciency of the militia was read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Fiske, the bill was amended by strik-

ing therefrom in the second line of section 1 the word 
"fifty," and inserting in place thereof the word "seventy." 

Subsequently, Mr. Robinson of Hampden moved a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the amendment was 
adopted, and the question on this motion was taken by 
yeas and nays as follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Flatley, 
Haynes, 
Mayhew, H. H., 
Sargent, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Belcher, 
Davis, E. L., 
Eitz Gerald, 
Palmer, 

Bowman, Fitz, 
Gaylord, Ginnodo, 
Howard, Livingston, 
Neal, Robinson, G. D., 
Stedman, Wing.—15. 
Crane, Dacey, 
Davis, G. L., Fiske, 
IIarwood, Howes, 
Robinson, E., Robinson, II. W. 

— 1 2 . 

So the vote was reconsidered, and the question then 
recurring on the adoption of the amendment, it was carried 
in the affirmative. 

An amendment was made in the second line of the same 
sectiou by striking out the word " two," and inserting 
instead thereof the word "four ." 

Subsequently, the vote by which the amendment was 
adopted was reconsidered, and the question then recurring 
on the adoption of the amendment, it was determined as 
follows :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Belcher, Crane, Davis, E. L., 
Davis, G. L., Fiske, Fitz, 
Fitz Gerald, IIarwood, Higgins, 
Howes, Livingston, Palmer, 
Robinson, II. W., Stedman.—14. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Flatley, 
Howard, 
Robinson, E., 
Wing.—13. 

Bowman, Daeey, 
Ginnodo, Haynes, 
Mayhew, H. II., Neal, 
Robinson, G. D., Sargent, 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Fiske proposed an amendment in line 3 of the same 
section striking out the word "two," and inserting instead 
thereof the word "four," and the question on the motion 
was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wi t :— 



YEAS.—Messrs. Belcher, Bowman, Crane, 
Davis, E. L., Davis, G. L., Fiske, 
Flatley, Ginnodo, Harwood, 
Higgins, Howard, Howes, 
Livingston, Neal, Robinson, H. W , 
Stedman.—16. 

Dacey, Fitz, 
Haynes, Palmer, 
Robinson, G. D., Sargent, 

KAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Gaylord, 
Robinson, E., 
Wing.—10. 

So the amendment was adopted. 
Mr. Fiske proposed a substitute for section 14, which 

was adopted. 
On motion of the same Senator, section 11 was stricken 

out. 
Mr. Loring (Mr. Sargent in the chair) proposed as a 

substitute for the bill, a resolve providing a plan for 
reducing the expenses and increasing the efficiency of the 
militia, and the whole subject was assigned for considera-
tion to-morrow, at 23, o'clock, p. M. 

Adjourned. 

TUESDAY, April 18, 1876. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
Second District A bill to fix the salary of the clerk of the Second District 
CoortforBristol C o u r t o f B r i s t o l w a s r e a d a n d r e f e r r e d t o the special 

committee on the subject of Salaries and Expenditures. 
Mortgages on The House bill to authorize, in certain cases, the 
in*trust.'ltu K ( mortgage of real estate held in trust came up concurred 

in the amendment proposed by the Senate inserting the 
words, "such notice as the court may order," by substitut-
ing therefor the words, "notice unless dispensed with," 
and the Senate concurred in the substitute. 

Also non-concurred in the Senate amendment proposed 
at the end of section 1. 

And the Senate insisted on its amendment at the end of 
section 1, and the bill was returned to the House, 

iienry-w.Fuller Mr. Crane, from the committee on Mercantile Affairs, to 
whom was recommitted their report on the petition of 
Henry W . Fuller and others, reported 



A bill to amend the acts incorporating the Old Colony oia colony 
Wharf Company, and the same was read and ordered to m a r f C o -
a second reading. 

Mr. Dacey, from the committee on the Judiciary, Municipal 
reported the bill relating to the civil jurisdiction of the Boston!" 
municipal courts of the city of Boston, without amend-
ment, and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Davis of Worcester, from the committee on Rail-
roads, to whom was referred the opinion of the Attorney- RaiiroJa 
General touching the right of a member of the Senate to Corporation-
hold office of state director of the Boston & Albany Rail-
road Corporation, reported, asking to be discharged from 
further consideration thereof and that the same be referred 
to a joint special committee to consist of the Judiciary 
Committees of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
and the report was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The following engrossed bills (both of which originated ems and 

in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— Kreeti!eld 

In addition to an Act to regulate the fishing in the Governor-
Agawam and Half-Way Pond rivers. 

To amend section 16 of chapter 216 of the Acts of the 
year 1862, in relation to commitment of prisoners to 
lock-ups. 

The following engrossed resolves (all of which origin-
ated in the House) passed, and, with the above bills, were 
laid before tire Governor for his approval: — 

In favor of Edward M. Steimle of Boston. 
In favor of William Prat t of Ashburnham. 
In favor of Patrick Buckley of North Adams. 
In favor of Edward Fisher of Boston. 
In favor of Joshua H. Eld nidge of Boston. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill relating s tate Aims-

to the appointment of resident physicians at Tewksbury at Tewks-
Almshouse; and 

The resolve providing for stereotyping, printing, binding Decennial 

and distribution of the decennial census and statistics of sutMcTof 
industry, were severally read a second time and ordered to industry-
third reading. 

The resolve authorizing the appointment of a C O l l i m i S S l O l l Judicial system 

to inquire into the expediency of revising the judicial o f t l l cS ta te ' 
system of the State was taken up, and the Senate concurred 
in the amendment proposed therein by the House. 



Bills. 

Voting-lists and 
elections in 
cities. 

The House bills, 
In addition to section 38 of chapter 120 of the General 

Statutes, in relation to disturbances of the peace; 
To make a further appropriation for the improvement of 

the Commonwealth flats in Boston Harbor, were sever-
ally read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The House bill relating to the preparation of the voting-
lists and elections in cities was further considered, and 
the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Robinson of 
Hampden was adopted, and the bill was passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Pursuant to the adjournment, the Senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill to reduce the expense and 
increase the efficiency of the militia, the question being 
on certain amendments proposed thereto, and these pro-
posed by Mr. Fiske were adopted, and the question 
then being on the adoption of the substitute proposed 
therefor by Mr. Lor ing; viz., resolve to provide a plan 
for increasing the efficiency and reducing the expenses of 
the militia, it was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to 
wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bowman, 
Neal, 

Dacey, 
Balmer.—5. 

Flatley, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, Crane, 
Davis, G. L., Davis, E. L., Fiske, 
Fitz, Gaylord, Ilaynes, 
Howard, Livingston, Robinson, G. D., 
Sargent, Shores, Tripp, 
Wing.—16. 

So the substitute was rejected, and the bill was ordered 
to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 
Adjourned. 



W E D N E S D A Y , April 19, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, state 
reported the resolve in relation to the State Almshouse at Tewksbury. 

Tewksbury without amendment, and the same was ordered 
to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 

An address to His Excellency the Governor for the AbnOuun 
removal of Abraham Jackson from the office of a justice L' 
of the peace was read and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to confirm the deed of assignment of George Deed of assign. 
White, acting judge of the court of insolvency, to W . N. w w t e toV." N. 

Mason and Edward Hunting, assignees of the estate of C. E^Huntfng, 
J . Power, insolvent debtor, was read and referred to the assisnees-
committee on Probate and Chancery. 

The House bill relating to certain employés of the Board 
of State Charities came up non-concurred in the amend-
ments proposed thereto by the Senate, and the Senate 
insisted on its amendments, and the bill was returned to 
the House. 

Bills, Bills-
To establish the police court of the city of Newton (on 

the petition of the mayor and aldermen of said city) ; 
To set off a part of the town of Medford to the town of 

Maiden (on the petition of J . W . Chadwick and others), 
were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate bill to amend section 165, chapter 372 of Railroads. 
Acts of 1874, relating to connecting railroads, came up 
concurred with an amendment, substantially the same as 
the original House bill in relation to the subject, and the 
same was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The orders of the daj^ were taken up, and the bill to oidCoiony 
amend an act incorporating the Old Colony Wharf Com-
pany was read a second time and ordered to a third read-
ing. O 



at T e w ^ b u r y f 6 The House bill relating to the appointment of resident 
physicians at the Tewksbury Almshouse was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence". 

a n d S u u i i o n a The bill in relation to savings banks and institutions for 
for sayiogs. savings was read a second time, amended on the motions, 

severally, of Messrs. Sargent, Robinson and Higgins, 
and, after debate, the Senate took a recess until 2 o'clock, 
P. M., and at that hour again assembled and resumed the 
consideration of the above-named bill, and the same was 
further amended, and the orders of the day were laid on 
the table. 

judicial system. On motion of Mr. Dacey, the vote by which the amend-
ment proposed by the House to the resolve authorizing the 
appointment of a commission to inquire into the expediency 
of revising the judicial system of the State was concurred 
in was reconsidered, and the resolve was passed over. 

Militia. The bill to reduce the expenses and increase the effi-
ciency of the militia was discharged from the orders of 
the day and placed first in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. Mr. Parker proposed a substitute therefor, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The bill for the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, 

and the securing of its debts and liabilities, was further 
assigned for consideration to-morrow, at 10j> o'clock. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , April 20, 1876. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Meadows. Mr. Harwood, from the committee on Agriculture, on 
so much of the Governor's address as relates to drainage, 
reported a bill to amend chapter 148 of the General 
Statutes concerning meadows. 

Wiiiiamstown. Mr. Kobiuson of Hampden, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, on the petition of the selectmen of Williams-
town, reported a bill concerning the election of town offi-
cers in Wiiiiamstown. 



The same Senator, from the same committee, on the ^Xtton.ndson 

bill relating to the sales of lands on execution ; and 
Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on Public printing, 

the bill in relation to the public printing, severally 
reported the same in a' new draft, and these bills were 
severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on State Salaries and ®,llrf='co"~ ' i G e n e r a l s 

Expenditures, on the bill to establish the salary of the department, 
clerks and messenger in the Surgeon-General's department, 
reported that the same ought to pass with certain amend-
ments. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the £°™d
t°TOte 

Judiciary, reported the bill to enable towns to vote in 
wards without amendment, and these bills were ordered 
to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill in relation to the Railroad Commissioners and commissioners, 

their clerk (on an order relative to an inquiry as to 
whether any of said commissioners have entered into any 
contracts with any railroad corporations for the perform-
ance of any labor for said corporations) was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

A bill to provide for the appointment of an additional Sa™gsbanks-
commissioner of savings banks ; and 

A resolve in favor of the State Normal Art-School, I'^lSooT"1 

were severally read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

A bill to amend the General Statutes relative to the 
descent and distribution of real and personal property 
was read and referred to the committee on Probate and 
Chancery. 

An address to the Governor for the removal from office Frank B-Dycr-
of Frank B. Dyer, justice of the peace; and 

An address to the Governor for the removal from office F-s 'Ml,nroe-
of Francis S. Munroe, justice of the peace, were severally 
read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Notice was received from the Clerk of the House, con™c«onard 

announcing that the Senate bill to reorganize the charitable commonwealth, 
and correctional work of the Commonwealth had been 
rejected by that branch. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill couiuiahe 
relating to the civil jurisdiction of the municipal courts of city of Boston, 

the city of Boston ; and 
3 6 



State Alme-
house at Tewks-
b u r y . 

Old Colony 
W h a r f Co. 

Savings banks, 
etc. 

The resolve in aid of the State Almshouse at Tewks-
bury, were severally read a second time and ordered to 
a third reading. 

The Senate bill to amend an act incorporating the Old 
Colony Wharf Company Avas read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the unfinished 
business of yesterday; viz., Bill in relation to savings 
banks and institutions for savings, and the same was further 
amended, and the question on ordering the same to a third 
reading was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wit:— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Crane, 
Davis, E. L., 
Fitz Gerald, 
Haynes, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Palmer, 

Bates, Belcher, 
Cummings, Dacey, 
Davis, G. L., Fiske, 
Flatley, Gaylord, 
Howes, Livingston, 
Mayhew, H. IL, Neal, 
Parker, Rand, 

Robinson, G. D., Robinson, H. W., Sargent, 
Stedman, Wing.—26. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Brown, Ginnodo, Higgins, 
Howard, Robinson, E., Shores, 
Tripp.—7. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to reduce the expense and increase the efficiency 

of the militia was read a third time and further amended. 
Mr. Gaylord moved to strike out in the first section 

the word " seventy," and insert in place thereof the word 
"fifty," and the question on the motion was determined as 
follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Crane, 
Howard, 
Palmer, 
Tripp, 

Bates, Belcher, 
Gaylord, Haynes, 
Livingston, Mayhew, II. I I , 
Robinson, G. D., Stedman, 
Wins-.—11. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bowman, Brown, Cummings, 
Dacey, Davis, E. L., Fiske, 
Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Harwood, 
Hig,wins, Rand, Robinson, E., 
Robinson, II. W., Sargent, Shores.—15. 

So the amendment was rejected, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, 
which were sent down for concurrence. 



The Senate took a recess until 2 o'clock, p. sr., and at 
that hour again assembled. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on coun ty taxes, 

the resolves, 
Granting county taxes; 
Providing for repairs on the State House ; and s t a t e House. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the Deed of assign-

Judiciary, on the bill to confirm the deed of assignment w h i t e to W . ' N . 

of George White, acting judge of the court of insolvency, E.aHunti'ng, 
to W. N. Mason and Edward Hunting, assignees of the ass'snees-
estate of C. J . Power, insolvent debtor, severally reported 
that said bill and resolve ought to pass, and they were 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on Publ ic lands, 

the bill in relation to public lands, reported that the same 
ought not to pass, and the bill was placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow on the question of rejection. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Ordered, That the week beginning April 24 be con-

sidered the last week of the session. 
On motion of the same Senator,— 
Ordered, That on and after Friday, April 21, the 

Senate hold two sessions each day (except Saturday and 
Monday) at the hours of 10 o'clock, A. M., and 2 o'clock, 
P.M., and that each session be considered a legislative day, 
and the hour of meeting on Saturdays and Mondays shall 
be fixed by vote on the preceding day. 

Papers from the House. 

A bill to establish the polls and estates of the several Polls and estates 
• • -i l i / i c °f several cities and towns in the Commonwealth (on the report ot cities and towns 

. i r n . , . . . t of the Common-
the l a x Commissioner) ; and wealth. 

A bill repealing an act to provide for the laying out of i ia t tapoise t t . 

a public park in the town of Mattapoisett (new draft of 
the Senate bill relative to the subject), were severally 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the A âbam 
Judiciary, on the address to the Governor for the removal 
of Abraham Jackson from the office of justice of the 
peace, reported that the same ought to be agreed to, aiid 
it was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

\ 



Mortgage of real 
estate lield in 
t rust . 

Salaries in 
executive de-
par tment . 

Board of State 
Charit ies. 

Militia. 

Savings banks 
and institutions 
for savings. 

Eas te rn Rail-
road Co. 

The House bill to authorize in certain cases the 
mortgage of real estate held in trust came up, and the 
House insists on its non-concurrence in the amendment 
at the end of the first section, and Messrs. Pierce of 
Milton, Hale of Boston, and Washburn of Worcester were 
appointed a committee of conference on the subject-matter 
of difference between the two Houses. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendment, and 
Messrs. E . Robinson, G. D. Robinson and Dacey were 
appointed a committee of Conference 011 the part of the 
Senate. 

The Senate bill to fix the compensation of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor and Council and. employes of the executive 
department came up concurred with certain amendments, 
and the bill was placed in the orders of the day'for to-
morrow. 

A bill relating to certain employes of the Board of 
State Charities came up, and the House insists on its non-
concurrence in the Senate amendments therein, and the 
Senate insisted 011 its amendments, and the bill was 
returned to the House. 

The bill to reduce the expenses and increase the effi-
ciency of the militia came up non-concurred in the Senate 
amendment therein, and the Senate insisted on its amend-
ments, and Messrs. Fiske, Davis of Essex, and Dacey 
were appointed a committee of Conference 011 the disagree-
ing votes of the two Houses. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill in relation to savings banks and institutions for 

savings was read a third time and further amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ments, which were sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company and the 
securing of its debts and liabilities, and the same was read 
a third time, and under a suspension of the rule, further 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendments, which were sent down for concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
For the protection of trout, laud-locked salmon and 

lake t rout ; 
To abolish trials by jury in municipal, district and police 

courts, and before justices of the peace, were severally 
read a third time and ordered to a third reading. 



The House resolve in favor of C. J . Hinkson was read c. J . i imkson. 

a third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
The bill in relation to calling meetings of the stock- Railroad ~ ° , , . . . corporations. 

holders of railroad corporations was read a third tune. 
Mr. Sargent proposed an amendment therein, and the bill 
was passed over. 

The House resolve providing for the stereotyping, Decennial 
printing, binding and distribution of the decennial census 6™tistica"of 
and statistics of industry was read a third time, amended, indus"y-
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the 
amendment, which'was sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The report on the order relative to the exchange of Exch,Vnf,® * • . • i i coupon Donas 

coupon bonds mto registered bonds was further considered, into registered 

and the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Gaylord was 
adopted, read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bills, Buis. 

To authorize the city of Lynn to obtain a further supply 
of water; 

To establish the boundary line between Provincetown 
and Truro; and 

The report on the order relative to the protection of 
the property of hotel-keepers and their guests, were 
severally passed over. 

Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , April 21, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Dacey, from the committee on the Jud ic iary , on Frank B . D y e r , 

the address to the Governor for the removal of Frank B. 
Dyer from the office of justice of the peace; and 

On the address to the Governor for the removal from F. S. MUNROE. 

office of Francis S. Munroe, justice of the peace, reported 
that said addresses should be agreed to, and they were 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Robinson, from the same committee, on the bills, Bills-
Relating to the attendance of officers upon district 

courts ; and 
Concerning municipal, police and district courts, and 

the taxation of costs in civil and criminal cases in said 



Special admin-
istrators . 

Punishment of 
bank, safe, and 
vault robbery. 

Massachusetts 
Agricul tura l 
College. 

Trespassers . 

Bills. 

State House. 

Municipal 
courts of the 
city of Boston. 

Abraham 
Jackson . 

courts, and by justices of the peace and trial justices, 
reported that the same ought severally to pass with certain 
amendments, and the bills were ordered to a second 
reading-. 

Papers from the House. 
The Senate bill (in a new draft) in relation to the ap-

pointment of special administrators was read and referred 
to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

The Senate bill (in a new draft) relating to the punish-
ment of bank, safe and vault robbery was read and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College was read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

A bill in addition to an act relating to elections came 
up concurred in the amendment renumbering section 8 ; 
and concurred in that proposed as a now section by adding 
thereto the words, "made in conformity with the pro° 
visions of law," and the Senate concurred in the amend-
ment proposed by the House. 

The House bill to secure land from trespassers came up 
non-concurred in the Senate amendments therein, and the 
Senate receded therefrom. 

A bill to regulate the fisheries in Taunton Great River 
and the Nemasket River (on the petition of I. N. Babbitt 
and others), was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
Concerning the election of town officers in Williamstown ; 
Repealing an act to provide for the laying out of a 

public common in the town of Mattapoisett; 
To confirm the deed of assignment of George White, 

acting judge of the court of insolvency, to Walter N. 
Mason and Edward A. Hunting, assignees of the estate of 
Charles J . Power, insolvent debtor; 

To provide for the exchange of certain bonds and 
promissory notes payable to bearer for registered bonds 
and promissory notes ; and 

The resolve providing for repairs on the State House, 
were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The House bill relating to the civil jurisdiction of the 
municipal courts of the city of Boston was read a third time 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The address for the removal of Abraham Jackson from the 
office of justice of the peace was agreed to in concurrence. 



THE bill for the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, Eastern 
and the securing of its debts and liabilities, was further KiUlroadCo-
considered, but without any action thereon, the Senate 

Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, p 0 i i s ana estates 

reported the bill to establish the polls and estates of the cftiis\SndTowns 
several cities and towns in the Commonwealth without °4auhCommon~ 
amendment, and the same was read three times and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill relating to the municipal courts of the Municipal 

city of Boston came up non-concurred in the Senate Sty cf Boston, 
amendments therein, and Messrs. Hale and Morse of 
Boston, and Foque of Maiden, are appointed a com-
mittee of Conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendments, and 
a committee of Conference thereon was ordered to be 
appointed in concurrence. 

The bill relating to certain employes of the Board of Board of s t a t e 
. . Charities. 

State Charities came up, and the House again insists on 
its non-concurrence in the Senate amendments therein, 
and the bill was placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

A bill authorizing certain railroad corporations to hold p"i
iJ1

1".'ljeight 

stock in the Union Freight Railroad Company (on the 
petitions of the Old Colony Railroad Company and the 
Boston & Providence Railroad Company) was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The bill in addition to an act in relation to text-books Text-books in , . . , , i • i • -i public schools. 
in public schools came up concurred with certain amend-
ments, which were adopted in concurrence. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, on the bill to establish a District c o u r t 

district court in Southern Berkshire, reported asking to be Berkshire, 

discharged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that the same be referred to the next General Court, and 
the report was read and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on g j ^ f c o u r t of 

the bill to fix the salary of the clerk of the Second District 
Court of Bristol; and 

The resolve in favor of the State Normal Art-School; and stateNormai Art-School. 



JurorB. 

Veto power. 

Punishment of 
hank robbery, 
etc. 

Special admin-
istrators. 

Council. 

Removal of 
clerks of courts. 

Eastern 
Railroad Co. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee 011 the 
Judiciary, on the bills, 

Relating to the preparation of the list of jurors iu the 
city of Boston ; and 

To confer a veto power on the mayors of cities, severally 
reported that the bills and resolves ought to pass, and they 
were ordered to a second reading. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, reported 
the bill relating to the punishment of bank, safe and vault 
robbery without amendment. 

The same Senator, from the committee on Probate and 
Chancery, 011 the bill in relation to the appointment of 
special administrators, reported that said bills ought to 
pass, and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to divide the Commonwealth into districts for the 

choice of the Council (011 the order relative to redistricting 
the Commonwealth) was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

A bill in addition to section 4 of chapter 112 of the 
General Statutes, relating to the removal of clerks of 
courts, was read and referred to the committee on the 
J udiciary. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill for the relief of the 
Eastern Railroad Company, and the securing of its debts 
and liabilities, and the bill was amended, on the motions, 
severally, of Messrs. Rand, Bowman, Parker and Dacey, 
and the question on ordering the bill to a third reading 
was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wit : — 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Bowman, 
Dacey, 
Fiske, 
Flatley, 
Haynes, 
Hunt, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Parker, 

Bates, 
Crane, 
Davis, G. L., 
Fitz, 
Ginnodo, 
1 liggins, 
Livingston, 
Neal, 
Rand, 

Robinson, H. W., Stedman, 

Belcher, 
Cummings, 
Davis, L. L., 
Fitz Gerald, 
Harwood, 
Howes, 
Mayhew, II. H., 
Palmer, 
Wing, 
Robinson, G. D, 

—30. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Brown, 
Sargent, 

Gaylord, 
Tripp.—5. 

Robinson, E., 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading, and the same 



was ordered to be printed as amended, and to be placed 
first in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill to set off a part of the town of Medford to the i i ed fo rd . 

town of Maiden was read a second time, and the question 
on ordering the same to a third reading was taken by yeas 
and nays as follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Cummings, Dacey, Davis, G. L., 
Fiske, Fitz," Flatley, 
Higgins, Rand, Robinson, G. D., 
Robinson, H.W., Stedman, Tripp.—12. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, Bowman, 
Crane, Davis, E. L., Fitz Gerald, 
Gaylord, Ginnodo, Harwood, 
Haynes, Livingston, Mayhew.—12. 

So the bill was refused a third reading. 
The bills, B. 
To establish the police court of the city of Newton ; 
To amend chapter 103 of the General Statutes and 

chapter 188 of the Acts of the year 1874, relating to 
sales of lands and rights on execution ; 

To amend chapter 148 of the General Statutes con-
cerning meadows; 

Relating to public printing, binding and stationery ; 
In relation to the Railroad Commissioners and their 

clerk; and 
The resolve granting county taxes, were severally read c o u n t y taxes, 

a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill establishing the salary of the clerks and mes- surgeon, 

senger in the Surgeon-General's department was read a Geneial-
second time and amended as proposed by the committee 
on the subject, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to enable towns to vote in wards was ordered Towns voting 
to a third reading. inwards. 

The bill to amend section 165 of chapter 372 of the Connecting 
Acts of the year 1874, relative to connecting railroads, was railroads-
considered, and the Senate concurred in the amendment 
proposed by the House therein. 
. T h e resolve authorizing the appointment of a commis- j ud i c i a l system, 

sioner to inquire into the expediency of revising the 
judicial system of the State was considered, and the 
amendment proposed thereto by the House was concurred l n m 

The bill in relation to public lands was, in accordance Public lands, 
with the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 



Lieutenant- The bill to fix the compensation of the Lieutenant-
Governor. l i - i 

Governor and Council and employés in the executive 
department was passed over. 

Trout . The bill for the protection of trout, land-locked salmon 
and lake trout was read a third time and passed over. 

Triais by jury. The House bill to abolish trials by jury in municipal, 
district and police courts, and before justices of the peace, 
was read a third time as heretofore amended, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, which 
was sent down for concurrence, 

s t a t e almshouse The Senate resolve in aid of the State Almshouse at 
" u"k*b m j- Tewksbury was read a third time and passed to be 

engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill concerning the election of town officers 

in Williamstown was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came, up concurred. 

The House bills, 
Repealing an act to provide for the laying out of a 

public common in the town of Mattapoisett ; 
To confirm the deed of assignment of George White, 

acting judge of the court of insolvency, to Walter N. 
Mason and Edward A. Hunting, assignees of the estate of 
Charles J . Power, insolvent debtor ; and 

The House resolve providing for repairs on the State 
House, were severally read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The address to the Governor for the removal from office 
of Francis S. Munroe, justice of the peace ; and 

' The address to the Governor for the removal from office 
of Frank B. Dyer, justice of the peace, were agreed to in 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

on Monday next, at 2 o'clock, p. M. 

cms. The bills, 
To authorize the county commissioners of the county 

of Barnstable to lay out a highway over land of the Com-
monwealth in the towns of Truro and Provincetown ; 

Will iamstown. 

State House. 

F . S. Munroe. 

F rank B. Dyer . 



Relating to the preparation of the voting-lists and 
elections in cities, were severally taken from the tabic and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , April 2 4 , 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of Friday was read. 
The President appointed Messrs. Bowman, Palmer and Municipal 

Robinson of Hampden as the committee of Conference on d t y of Boston, 

the subject-matter of difference between the two Houses 
in relation to certain amendments in the bill relating to 
the municipal courts of the city of Boston. 

The President also appointed the following committees 
in concurrence with the House :— 

On the address to the Governor for the removal from F. S . Hunroe. 

office of Francis S. Munroe, a justice of the peace, Messrs. 
Ginnodo and Parker . 

On the address to the Governor for the removal from F rank B . D y e r , 

office of Frank B. Dyer, a justice of the peace, Messrs. 
Robinson and Dacey ; and 

On the address to the Governor for the removal of Abraham 
Abraham Jackson from officc of justice of the peace, JackoOIi-
Messrs. Sargent and Gaylord. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, on commissioner of 
the bill to provide for the appointment of an additional 8avil's8bank8-
commissioner of savings banks ; and 

On the resolve in aid of the Massachusetts Agricultural Mass. 
College, reported that the bill and resolve ought to pass, c o i e g " 
and they were ordered to a second reading. 

" o 

Papers from the House. 
The Senate bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors intoxicating 

came up concurred with certain amendments, and the same "i"01'8-
were ordered to be printed, and the bill passed over. 

The House resolve providing for the stereotyping, D e c e n n i a i 

printing, binding and distribution of the decennial census J ™ ; 1 

and statistics of industry came up concurred in the Senate 
amendment ther ein with tin amendment, which was 
adopted in concurrence. 



State Prison. 

Bills. 

Hospital for 
insane. 

E d w a r d Crane 
et als. 

Bills enacted 
and laid before 
the Governor. 

to an act to establish a 
north-eastern part of the 
referred to the committee 

Resolves 
p issed and laid 
b 'ture the 
Oovernor. 

The Senate bill to extend the time for completing the 
new State Prison came up concurred with an amendment, 
which was adopted in concurrence. 

Bills, 
For the supply of water to the State Hospital for the 

Insane in Danvers (on an order in relation to the subject) ; 
^ To incorporate the Springfield Safe Deposit and Trust 

Company (a new draft of a Senate bill relative to the 
subject), were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

A bill in further addition 
hospital for the insane in the 
Commonwealth was read and 
011 the Treasury. 

A report of the special committee appointed on the 
petition of Edward Crane and others, granting leave to 
withdraw on said petition, was accepted in concurrence. 

The following engrossed bills (the first of which origin-
ated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit:—-

To extend the time for applications for damages for 
land taken for the location of the Massachusetts Central 
Railroad. 

To authorize the seizure, destruction or sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors exposed and kept for sale contrary to law. 

To provide for the removal of wills from probate courts 
in certain cases. 

To confirm the marriage of James Partem and Ellen 
Willis Eldredge. 

Concerning attachments. 
To incorporate the New England Guard of the city of 

Boston. 
To regulate the execution of capital sentences. 
The following engrossed resolves (both of which origin-

ated in the House) passed, and with the above-named 
bills were laid before the Governor for his approval, to 
wi t :— 

Granting aid to pupils in the state normal schools. 
In relation to state almshouses, asylums and reformatory 

institutions. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To confer the veto power 011 the mayors of cities; 
To fix the salary of the clerk of the Second District 

Court of Bristol; 



Relating to the appointment of special administrators; 
Relating to punishment of bank, safe and vault robbery, 

were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, Eas te rn 

and the securing of its debts and liabilities, was read a RailroaaCo-
third time, amended, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence with the amendments which were sent down for 
concurrence. 

The bills, 
To authorize the county commissioners of Bristol BILIS. 

County to lay out a highway and construct drawbridges 
over Lee's and Cole's rivers ; 

To authorize the city of Lynn to obtain a further sup-
ply of water; 

To establish the boundary line between Provincetown 
and Truro, were severally refused a third reading. 

The bill in relation to the calling of meetings of stock- Meetings of 

holders of railroad corporations was further considered, "4'iiroadcorpo.f 
and the amendment proposed therein was amended and rations-
adopted, and the bill passed to be engrossed as amended. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The report on the order relative to the further protec- Hote l -keepers , 

tion of the property of hotel-keepers and their guests was otc" 
passed over. 

The bill concerning municipal, police and district courts, Municipal and 
and the taxation of costs in civil and criminal cases in P ° h c e c o u r t s -

said courts, and by justices of the peace and trial justices, 
was read a second time, amended as proposed by the com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill relating to the attendance of officers upon Dis t r ic t courts , 

district courts was read a third time, amended as proposed 
by the committee on the Judiciary, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were sent down for concurrence. 

The bill to regulate the fisheries in Taunton Great Taunton Great 
River and the Nemasket River was read a second time, RlTer" 
whereupon Mr. Tripp proposed an amendment to the 
same. 

Mr. Ginnodo proposed a substitute therefor, and the 
whole subject was passed over, and the amendment and 
substitute ordered to be printed. 
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The bill to provide for the exchange of certain bonds 
and promissory notes payable to bearer for registered 
bonds and promissory notes was read a third time, 
amended on the motion of Mr. Gaylord, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The report on the bill to establish a district court in 

Southern Berkshire was accepted, and the bill was accord-
ingly referred to the next General Court. 

The bill to establish the police court of the city of 
Newton was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 103 of the General 
Statutes, and chapter 188 of the Acts of the j'ear 1874, 
relating to the sales of lands and rights on execution, was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 148 of the General 

Statutes, concerning meadows, was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill granting county taxes was read a third 

time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
The House bill relating to the preparation of the voting-

lists and elections in cities was ordered to be engrossed in 
concurrence with the amendments heretofore adopted, 
which were sent down for concurrence. 

Mr. Dacey moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill to set oil' a part of the town of Medford to 
the town of Maiden was refused a third reading, and, the 
motion being considered, was carried in the negative. 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting 
a resolution of Congress recommending the adoption of 
measures to obtain a record of the progress of our institu-
tions during the first century, was read and referred to the 
committee on Federal Relations. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. Dacey, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the bill relating to the division of Ward 22 of the city of 
Boston into two wards, reported that the same ought to 
paes with certain amendments, and the bill was ordered to 
a second reading. 

The House bill to provide for the appointment of a 
clerk in the probate office of the county of Suffolk came 



up concurred in the Senate amendment therein with an 
amendment, and the Senate non-concurred in the last-
named amendment, and the bill was returned to the House. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , April 25, 1876. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Fiske, from the committee of Conference, on the j imt ia . 

subject-matter of difference between the two Houses in 
relation to the amendments of the Senate in the bill to 
reduce the expenses and increase the efficiency of the 
militia, reported that said bill ought to pass with certain 
modifications agreed to by the committees, and the report 
was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Dacey, from the committee of Conference, on the Attomeys-at-

disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to the 
amendment of the House on the bill concerning the 
admission of persons to practice as attorneys-at-law, 
reported that the House should recede from its amend-
ment, and the report was accepted and sent down for con-
currence. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the Estates held on 

Judiciary, on the bill in relation to estates held on con- condu,on-
dition, reported that said bill ought not to pass, and the 
report was accepted, and the bill was rejected. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill relat- District courts, 

ing to the attendance of officers upon district courts was 
read a third time as heretofore amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, which was 
sent down for concurrence. 

The House bills, _ _ Bills. 

To confer a veto power on the mayors of cities; 
To fix the salary of the clerk of the Second District 

Court of Bristol; 
Relating to the appointment of special administrators, 

were severally read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to incorporate the Springfield Safe Deposit and 
Trust Company was read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading. 



Boston. 

Council. 

Union Freight 
Rai lway. 

S ta t" Norma 
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L y n n . 

The l)ill relating to the preparation of the lists of jurors 
in the city of Boston was read a second time, and the ques-
tion on ordering the same to a third reading was taken by 
yeas and nays as follows, to wit :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bates, 
Cummings, 
Fiske. 
Harwood, 
May hew, A. C.. 
Robinson, E., 
Stedman, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Dacey, 
Palmer, 
Shores.—7. 

Belcher, 
Davis, E. L., 
Gaylord, 
Hayn es, 
Mayhew, II. H., 
Robinson, G. D., 
Tripp, 

Flatley, 
Parker, 

Crane, 
Davis, G. L., 
Ginnodo, 
Howard, 
Neal, 
Sargent, 
Wing.—21. 

Livingston, 
Robinson, II. W., 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to divide the Commonwealth into districts for 
the choice of the Council was read a second time, and Mr. 
Crane having proposed a substitute therefor, the same 
was passed over and the substitute ordered to be printed. 

The bill authorizing certain railroad corporations to hold 
stock in the Union Freight Railway Company was read a 
second time, and the question on ordering the same to a 
third reading was determined as follows, to wit :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Belcher, 
Fitz Gerald, 
Ilaynes, 
Howes, 
Palmer, 
Sargent, 
Wing.—19. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Cummings, 
Harwood, 
Neal, 
Stedman.—13. 

Dacey, 
Flatley, 
Iliggins, 
Hunt, 
Robinson, E., 
Shores, 

Bates, 
Fiske, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Parker, 

Davis, G. L„ 
Ginnodo, 
Howard, 
Livingston, 
Robinson, II W., 
Tripp, 

Crane, 
Gaylord, 
Mayhew, II. H., 
Robinson, G. D., 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
The resolve in favor of the State Normal Art-School 

was read a second time, but before any action was had 
thereon, the orders of the day were laid on the table. 

Mr. Parker moved a reconsideration of the vote where-
by the bill to authorize the city of Lynn to obtain a 
further supply of pure water was refused a third reading. 
Pending the consideration of this motion, the Senate 

Adjourned. 



A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Papers from the House. 
A resolution relating to Edward O'Meagher Condon Ed. O'Meagher 

(on an order in relation to his imprisonment in Great CondoD-
Britain) was read and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

The Senate non-concurred in the suspension of the 20th Gay Head, 

joint rule to consider a bill relating to the survey and 
division of certain lands in Gay Head. 

B i l l s , Bills. 

Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 
authorized the present year, and for other purposes ; 

To authorize further expenditures for the completion of 
the new hospital for the insane at Worcester, and providing 
for the same, were severally read and referred to the com-
mittee on the Treasury. 

Mr.. E . Robinson, from the committee of Conference, Mortgage of real 

on the subject-matter of difference between the two t m f t M d in 

houses in relation to the amendment proposed by the 
Senate to the bill to authorize, in certain cases, the mort-
gage of real estate held in trust, reported that the Senate 
should recede from its amendment, and the report was 
accepted under a suspension of the rule and 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the motion Lynn, 
to reconsider the vote whereby the bill to authorize the 
city of Lynn to obtain a further supply of pure water 
was refused a third reading was considered and carried 
in the negative. 

The resolve in favor of the State Normal Art-School State Normal 

was further considered, and the question on ordering to a All"S011001-
third reading was determined as follows, to wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, Belcher, 

Bowman, Crane, Dacey, 
Davis, E. L., Davis, G. L , Fitz, 
Livingston, Neal, Palmer, 
Robinson, II W.—14. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Fiske, Flatley, Gaylord, 
Haynes, Howard, Mayhew, A. C., 
Mavhew, II. II., Parker, Robinson, G. D., 
Stedman.—10. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. o 
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The bill relating to certain employés of the Board of 
State Charities was next considered, and the Senate 
insisted 011 its amendments, and it was ordered that a com-
mittee of Conference be appointed in concurrence with the 
House thereon. 

The House bill establishing the salary of the clerks and 
messengers in the Surgeon-General's department was read 
a third time as heretofore amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were sent clown for concurrence. 

The House bill in relation to the Railroad Commissioners 
and their clerk was read a third time, amended, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, 
which was sent down for concurrence. 

The bills, 
To enable towns to vote in wards ; 
To authorize the county commissioners of the county 

of Barnstable to lay out a highway over land of the Com-
monwealth in the towns of Truro and Provincetown ;' 

Fo r the protection of t rout , land-locked salmon and 
lake trout ; 

For the supply of water to the State Hospital for the 
Insane in Danvers ; and 

The resolve in aid of the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College, were severally passed over. 

The bill to fix the compensation of the Lieutenant-
Governor and Council and employés in the executive 
department was considered, and the Senate non-concurred 
in the amendment proposed by the House therein, and a 
committee of Conference was ordered to be appointed on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The House bill to incorporate the Springfield Safe De-
posit and Trust Company was read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to provide for the appointment of an additional 
commissioner of savings banks was read a second time, 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

The House bill relating to the preparation of the lists of 
jurors in the city of Boston was read a third time and passed 
to bo engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill concerning municipal, police and district 
courts, and the taxation of costs in civil and criminal cases 



in said courts, and by justices of the peace and trial justices, 
was read a third time as heretofore amended, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, 
which was sent down for concurrence. 

Pursuant to assignment, the two branches met in 

Convention, 
For the purpose of choosing three directors on the state directors 
part of the Commonwealth of the Boston & Albany Aitany°i"au-
Railroad Corporation; and Messrs. Harwood and Fitz roadCo-
Gerald of the Senate, and Messrs. Dean of Berkley, 
Dennis of Rockport, Alley of Marlborough, Ilolley of 
Edgartown, and Cook of Boston, of the House, were 
appointed a committee to receive, assort and count the 
votes therefor, and the votes having been received, 
assorted and counted, it appeared on the second ballot, that 
Joseph H. Chadwick of Boston was elected. 

The convention preceded to a third ballot, and the votes 
having been collected, assorted and counted, it appeared 
that Thomas Talbot of Billerica and Charles L. Wood of 
New Bedford were chosen. 

The two branches separated. 

The following engrossed bills (the first five of which Bills enacted 

originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were GoveinoT 
laid before the Governor for his approval, to wi t :— 

Concerning the verification of railroad and street rail-
way returns. 

In relation to towns and cities subscribing to the stock 
and securities of railroad corporations. 

In relation to the issue of bonds and the certificates of 
indebtedness by railroad corporations. 

Relating to the support of persons committed to the 
State Industrial School and the State Reform School. 

Ratifying the election of town officers in the town of 
Chesterfield in the year 1876. 

To alter the limits of Fire District No. 1 in the town of 
South Hadley. 

Concerning the printing of certain public documents. 
In addition to chapter 371 of the Acts of the year 1872, 

relating to the regulation and inspection of buildings in 
Boston. 

To punish illegal voting, and to secure the purity of 
elections. 



To make further appropriation for the improvement of 
the Commonwealth's flats in Boston Harbor. 

Bills enacted. The following engrossed bills (the first five of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit:— 

To secure greater publicity and uniformity in the 
accounts of railroad corporations. 

In addition to an act in relation to text-books in the 
public schools. 

In relation to the inspection of factories and public 
buildings, and for other purposes. 

To amend section 165 of chapter 372 of the Acts of 
the year 1874, relating to connecting railroads. 

To provide for the appointment of inspectors of pro-
visions and animals intended for slaughter in cities and 
towns. 

To divide the Commonwealth into forty districts for the 
choice of Senators. 

Relating to the civil jurisdiction of the municipal courts 
of the city of Boston. 

Relating to disturbances of the peace. 
Relating to the appointment of resident physicians at 

Tewksbury Almshouse. 
In addition to an act relating to elections. 
To secure land from trespassers. 
Repealing an act to provide for the laying out of a 

public park in the town of Mattapoisett. 
To confirm the deed of assignment of George White,, 

acting judge of the court of insolvency, to Walter N. 
Mason and Edward A. Hunting, assignees of the estate of 
Charles J . Power, insolvent debtor. 

Resolves The following engrossed resolves (the first of which 
originated in the Senate) passed, to wit :— 

Authorizing the appointment of a commission to inquire 
into the expediency of revising the judicial system of the 
State. 

In favor of C. J . Ilinkson. 
Providing for repairs on the State House. 
Mr. Bowman, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the bill in relation to burial permits and records of deaths 
in cities, reported the same in a new draft , and it was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 



AVEDNESDAY, April 26, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
The President appointed Messrs. Cummings, Robinson Salaries in 

of Hampden, and Crane, as the committee of Conference department, 
on the subject-matter of difference between the two 
Houses in relation to the bill to fix the compensation of 
the Lieutenant-Governor and Council and employés of 
the executive department. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate also appointed, in concurrence, Messrs. B o a r d o f s t a t e 

Belcher, Stedman and Bowman as a committee of Con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in 
relation to the bill relating to certain employés of the 
Board of State Charities. 

Papers from the House. 
The bill for the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, Eastern 

and for securing of its debts and liabilities, came up non-
concurred in the Senate amendments therein, and the 
Senate insisted on its amendments, and Messrs. Bowman, 
Robinson of Hampden, and Rand were appointed as a 
committee of Conference on the subject-matter of differ-
ence between the two Houses. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill relating to ward officers in the city of Boston Boston, 

came up concurred-in the amendments proposed by the 
Senate, with the exception of the following :— 

"The ballots shall not be counted or removed from any 
of the ballot-boxes until the election is closed." 

And the Senate insisted on the above amendment, and 
the bill was returned to the House. 

The bill to provide for the appointment of a clcrk in Frobatĉ ffice, 
the probate office of the county of Suffolk, and the House " 
adheres to its amendment to the amendment of the Senate 
therein, and the Senate adhered to its non-concurrence, 
and the bill was rejected. 

A bill relating to state aid paid on account of children s ta te aid. 

born after the death of the father (on the petition of 
Charles R. Blaisdell and others) was read and referred to 
the committee on the Treasury. 
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A report of the committee 011 Railroads, that further 
legislation is unnecessary on the annual report of the 
Railroad Commissioners, was accepted in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
In relation to burial permits and records of deaths in 

the city of Boston ; 
In addition to section 4 of chapter 112 of the General 

Statutes, relating to the removal of clerks of courts, were 
severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill to authorize the division of Ward 22 of the 
city of Boston into two wards was read a second time, 
amended as proposed by the committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to divide the Commonwealth into districts for 
the'choice of the Council was further considered, the sub-
stitute proposed therefor by Mr. Crane was rejected, and 
the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill authorizing certain railroad corporations to 
hold stock in the Union Freight Railway Company was 
read a third time, and Mr. Crane proposed an amendment 
thereto to be inserted as a new section, and the question 
011 the adoption of the amendment was taken by yeas and 
nays as follows, to wit :— 

Davis, G. L., Fiske, 
Mayhew, A. C., Mayhew, II. IL, 

Bates, _ 
Cummings, 
Ginnodo, 
Howard, 
Livingston, 
Robinson, E., 

, Sargent, 
Wing.—23. 

Belcher, 
Dacey, 
Haynes, 
Howes, 
Palmer, 
Robinson, G. D., 
Shores, 

YEAS.—Messrs. Crane, 
Gaylord, 
Parker.—7. 

NATS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Bowman, 
Flatley, 
Higgins, 
Hunt, 
Rand, 
Robinson, II. W, 
Tripp, 

So the amendment was rejected, and the bill passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to regulate the fisheries in Taunton Great 
River and the Nemasket River was considered, and the 
substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Ginnodo was rejected 
and the bill ordered to a third reading. 

The report 011 the order relative to the protection of 
the property of hotel-keepers and their guests was pas 
over. 

seel 



The bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors was intoxicating 
considered, and the amendments proposed therein were q ° " 
adopted in concurrence. 

The resolution relating to Edward O'Meagher Condon Ed. o'Meagher D ° Condon. 
was passed in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Crane,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

at 3 o'clock, P. M. 
The bill concerning the adoption of children came up Adoption of 

concurred in the Senate amendments in sections 7, 10 clnkhcn-
and 11, and non-concurred in that in section 4, and 
concurred in those proposed at section 10, 6th line, and 
section 1 with amendments, and the bill was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed with the amend-
ments. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, s ta te aid. 

reported the bill relating to state aid paid on account of 
children born after the death of the father without 
amendment. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee Oi l Pro- Real and per-

bate and Chancery, on the bill to amend the General Stat- Bonal property 

utes relative to the descent and distribution of real and 
personal property, reported that the same ought to pass 
with certain amendments, and these bills were ordered to a 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Ordered, That a joint committee of three on the part Prorogation, 

of the Senate, and as many as the House shall join, be 
appointed to consider at what time the present Legislature 
may be prorogued, and Messrs. Robinson of Hampden, 
Fiske and Gaylord were appointed the committee on the 
part of the Senate. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up, and Messrs. Osgood of Salem, Walden of 
Lynn, Gardner of Palmer, Phinney of Plymouth, and 
Pope of Somerville are joined. 



Insurance Com. 
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Papers from the House. 
The House hill to fix the salaries of the Insurance Com-

missioner, his deputy and clerks, came up non-concurred 
in the Senate amendments therein, and the Senate insisted 
on the amendments, and a committee of Conference was 
ordered to be appointed on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses. 

Ordered, In concurrence, under a suspension of the 
23d joint rule, that two thousand copies of the act to 
regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors be printed for the 
use of the two branches. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the resolve 
in favor of the State Normal Art-School was read a third 
time, and the question on ordering the same to be 
engrossed was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wit : 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Dacey, 
Harwood, 
Livingston, 
Robinson, E., 

Belcher, Crane, 
Davis,E. L., Flatley, 
Higgins, Hunt, 
Palmer, Rand, 
Robinson, H.W., Sargent.—15. 

Commissionerof 
savings banks. 

Print ing and 
stat ionery. 

Vote of towns in 
wards . 

n i g h w a y in 
T r u r o and 
Provlncetown. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bales, Cummings, Gaylord, 
Ginnodo, Fiske, Howard, 
Mayhew, II. H., Robinson, G. D., Shores, 
Stedman, Tripp, Wing.—12. 

So the resolve passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill to provide for the appointment of au 
additional commissioner of savings banks was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed as heretofore amended, 
and the amendment was sent down for concurrence. 

The bill relating to the public printing, binding and sta-
tionery was ordered to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill to enable towns to vote in wards was 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The bill to authorize the county commissioners of the 
county of Barnstable to lay out a highway over land of the 
Commonwealth in the towns of Truro and Provincetown 
was further considered, amended, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 



The bill for the protection of trout, land-locked salmon Trout,land-
and lake trout was ordered to be engrossed as heretofore >°tfed Balmon-
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

The bill for the supply of water to the State Hospital state Hospital 
for the Insane at Danvers ; and »1uZT at 

The resolve in aid of the Massachusetts Agricultural Massachusetts 
College, were severally ordered to a third reading. coi'egf™1 

The bill to divide the Commonwealth into districts for Council, 
the choice of the Council was read a third time, and the 
committee having reported the same as not correctly 
drawn, it was referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

The House bill to regulate the fisheries in Taunton Taunton Great 
Great River and Nemasket River was read a third time River' 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill in relation to burial permits and records Burial permits, 
of deaths in the city of Boston was read a third time and e t c " B o s t o n ' 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill in addition to section 4 of chapter 112 Removal of 

of the General Statutes, relating to the removal of clerks olcrks ofcourts-
of courts, was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The bill to authorize the division of Ward 22 of the Division of 
city of Boston into two wards was read a third time as R.ston22of 

heretofore amended, and amended in the title, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were sent down for concurrence. 

The bill concerning the adoption of children was further Adoption of 
considered, and the Senate concurred in the House amend- childreu-
ment in section 1, with an amendment, inserting the 
words, "upon adoption," and insisted on its amendment 
in section 4 ; and concurred with the House in its amend-
ment to the Senate amendment in section 10, 6th line, 
and the bill was returned to the House for concurrence in 
its amendment to the House amendment in section 1. 

The bill in relation to the appointment of special com- Railroad 
missioners for alterations of railroad crossings was ordered cr0881"gs' 
to a third reading. 

The bill requiring the Eastern Railroad Company to EasternRaii-
erect a station-house at Everett was refused a third road' 
reading. O 



property of The report 011 the order relative to the protection of the 
hote l -keepers , p r o i J e r l y o f i l o t e l -keepers and their guests was passed 

over. 
Milit ia. Mr. Fiske, on leave, introduced a resolve relative to 

encampment of the militia, and the same was read twice 
and ordered to a third reading. 

Bills la id be fo re The following bills were laid before the Governor for 
t he Governor . 

his approval, to wi t :— 
To secure greater publicity and uniformity in the 

accounts of railroad corporations. 
In addition to an act in relation to text-books in public 

schools. 
In addition to an act relating to elections. 
In relation to the appointment of resident physicians 

at Tewksbury Almshouse. 
In relation to the inspection of factories and public 

buildings, and for other purposes. 
To amend section 165 of chapter 372 of the Acts of 

the year 1874, relating to connecting railroads. 
To provide for the appointment of inspectors of pro-

visions and animals intended for slaughter in cities and 
towns. 

To divide the Commonwealth into forty districts for 
the choice of senators. 

Relating to the civil jurisdiction of the municipal court 
of the city of Boston. To secure land from trespassers. 

Repealing an act to provide for laying out of a public 
common in the town of Mattapoisett. 

To confirm the deed of assignment of George White, 
acting judge of the court of insolvency, to Walter N. 
Mason aud Edward A. Hunting, assignees of estate of 
Charles J . Power, insolvent debtor. 

Resolves laid The following resolves were also laid before the Gov-
ernor0. ernor for his approval, to wi t :— 

Authorizing the appointment of a commission to inquire 
into the expediency of revising the judicial system of the 
State. In favor of C. J . Hinkson. 

Providing for repairs on the State House. 
Adjourned. 



T H U R S D A Y , April 27, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to revise the charter of the city of Fall River Fail River, 

was read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
A resolve to provide for the repair of the State Arsenal state Arsenal 

at South Framingham was read and referred to the com-?ngh°amh F r a m" 
mittee on the Treasury. 

Mr. Crane, from the committee of Conference on the Lieutenant-
disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to the bill council?1 and 

to fix the compensation of the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Council, and the employes of the executive department, 
reported that the House should recede from its amendment 
in relation to the salary of the private secretary of the 
Governor, and that the Senate should recede from its 
non-concurrence in the amendment of the House relating 
to the compensation of the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Council, and the report was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, nnis. 
reported the House bills, 

To authorize further expenditures for the completion of 
the new hospital for the insane at Worcester, and providing 
for the same ; 

In further addition to an act to establish a hospital for 
the insane in the north-eastern part of the Commonwealth, 
severally without amendment. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the bill Appropriations, 
making appropriations to meet certain expenditures author-
ized the present year, and for other purposes, reported 
that the same ought to pass with certain amendments, and 
the bills were severally ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the council. 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill to divide the 
Commonwealth into districts for the choice of the Council, 
reported that the same ought to pass with an amendment 
striking out section 9, and the bill was amended as 
proposed by the committee, and passed to be engrossed in 
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concurrence with the amendment, which was sent down 
for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. E . Robinson, from the committee on Probate and 

Chancery, on the bill in relation to the custody and pro-
tection of the records and papers of probate courts, re-
ported that the same ought not to pass, and the bill was 
placed in the orders of the day on the question of re-
jection. 

The bill establishing the salary of the clerks and mes-
sengers in the Surgeon-General's department came up 
non-concurred in the Senate amendment therein, and the 
Senate re9eded therefrom. 

The following engrossed bills (the first three of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit:— 
' To extend the time for completing the new State Prison; 

To amend an act incorporating the Old Colony Wharf 
Company ; 

Concerning the election of town officers inWilliamstown ; 
To establish the polls and estates of the several cities 

and towns in the Commonwealth ; 
To abolish trials by jury in municipal, district and 

police courts, and before justices of the peace; 
To establish the police court of the city of Newton. 
The following engrossed resolves (both of which orig-

inated in the House) passed, and, with the above bills, were 
laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit :— 

Granting county taxes. 
Providing for the stereotyping, printing, binding and dis-

tribution of the decennial census and statistics of industry. 
On motion of Mr. Parker,—• 
Ordered, That the Clerks of the two branches be author-

ized to inform Joseph H. Chadwick of Boston, Charles L. 
Wood of New Bedford, and Thomas Talbot of Billerica, 
that they have been duly elected directors of the Boston 
& Albany Railroad Corporation for the term of two 
years ; also, that they inform the clerk of said corporation 
of the election of the above-named gentlemen. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Messrs. Robinson of Hampden, Palmer and Rand were 
appointed a committee of Conference 011 the subject-
matter of difference between the two Houses 011 the bill to 



fix the salary of the Insurance Commissioner, his deputy 
and clerks. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Belcher,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Treasury be directed Pay-roii of the 

to make up the pay-roll of the Senate for the present b™ate' 
session, and that the members of the Senate be requested 
to certify, in accordance with the act of last year, to said 
committee, the amount of expenditure incurred for travel 
to and from tho place of meeting of the General Court 
once during the session. 

The orders of the day. were taken up, and tho bill to Real estate ana 

amend the General Statutes relative to the descent and eity°nal prop ' 
distribution of real and personal property was read a 
second time, amended as proposed by the committee on 
Probate and Chancery, and ordered to a third reading. 

Subsequently, the same was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ments, which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Tho House bill relating to state aid paid on account of s t a t e aid. 

children born after the death of the father was read twice, 
under a suspension of the rule, and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The Senate resolve relative to the encampment of Encampment 
militia was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bills, BilIs. 
For the supply of water to the State Hospital for the 

Insane in Danvers ; 
In relation to the appointment of special commissioners 

for alteration of railroad crossings ; and 
The resolve in aid of the Massachusetts Agricultural Massachusetts 

College, were severally read a third time and passed to be College, 

engrossed in concurrence. 
The report on the order relative to the protection of Protection of 

the property of hotel-keepers and their guests was next Eotetkeepers, 
considered. etc" 

Mr. Haynes proposed as a substitute therefor, a bill in 
addition to an act concerning innholders and their guests, 
and the same was adopted, read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 



Trout , land- Mr. Shores moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
locked salmon, . . 1 i t i 
etc. which the bill for the protection ot t rout , land-locked 

salmon and lake trout was passed to be engrossed, and 
the motion being considered, the question was taken^ by 
yeas and nays as follows, to w i t : — 
YEAS.—Messrs. Dacev, Davis, E. L., Fiske, 

Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Ginnodo, 
Haynes, Rand, Shores, 
Tripp.—'10. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, Belcher, 
Crane, • GaylOrd, Harwood, 
Higgins, Howard, Palmer, 
Parker, Robinson, G. D., Sargent, 
Stedman, Wing.—14. 

So the Senate refused to reconsider. 
Mr. Rand, from the committee of Conference on the 

disagreeing votes of the two Houses, relative to certain 
amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill for the 
relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, and the securing 
of its debts and liabilities, reported, recommending that the 
Senate amendments in sections 1 and 13 be amended, and 
that the Senate should recede from its amendment in sec-
tion 15, and the House concur in the remaining amend-
ments proposed by the Senate. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

insuranceCom- Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee of 
missioner,etc. C o n f e r e n c e o n t h e s u bject -mat tcr of difference on the bill 

relating to the salary of the Insurance Commissioner, his 
deputy and the clerks in his department, reported that the 
Senate should recede from its amendment relative to the 
salary of the Insurance Commissioner, and the report was 
accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Fall River. Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, on the bill to revise the charter of the city of 
Fall River, reported that the bill ought to pass with an 
amendment, and the same was read twice under a suspen-
sion of the rule, amended as proposed by the committee, 
further amended on motion of Mr. Tripp, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 



On motion of Mr. Belcher, the vote by which the sm-̂ m-oen-
Senate receded from its vote in relation to the salary of B 0 

the first clerk in the Surgeon-General's office was recon-
sidered, and the Senate thereupon insisted on its amendment 
touching the matter, and the bill was returned to the House. 

On motion of Mr. Fiske,— 
Ordered, That the Senate proceed forthwith to the Preacher of , 7 . . . 1 . , election sermon. 

election of a preacher or the next annual election sermon. 
Messrs. Fiske, Davis of Essex, and H. W . Robinson, were 

appointed a committee to receive, assort and count the 
votes therefor; and the votes having been collected, 
assorted and counted, it appeared, on the fourth ballot, 
that no choice had been made, and thereupon the further 
consideration of the subject was assigned for to-morrow, 
at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The following engrossed bills (the first three of which Bills, 

originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wi t :— 
In relation to calling meetings of the stockholders of O O 

railroad corporations. 
To authorize in certain cases the mortgage of real 

estate held in trust. 
Concerning the admission of persons to practice as 

attornej's-at-law. 
To fix the salary of the clerk of the Second District 

Court of Bristol. 
To confer a veto power on the mayors of cities. 
Relating to the appointment of special administrators. 
In relation to savings banks and institutions for savings. 
To establish the salaries of the Adjutant-General and the 

several employés in the Adjutant-General's department. 
Relating to bank, safe and vault robbery. 
An engrossed resolve (which originated in the Senate) Resolves passed © • , i i • 11 i • j i i1 unLl !aul hetore 

passed, and, with the above-named bills, was laicl Delore the Governor, 

the Governor for his approval :— In aid of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill mak-

ing appropriations to meet certain expenditures authorized 
the present year, and for other purposes, was read twice 
under a suspension of the rule, amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, which was 
sent down for concurrence. 

The bill in further addition to an act to establish a l i m i t a i for the 

hospital for the insane in the north-eastern part of the SaSverè. 



Commonwealth was read a second time, and the question 
on ordering the same to a third reading was taken by yeas 
and nays as follows, to wit :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bates, 
Cuminings, 
Davis, G. L., 
Livingston, 
Sargent, 

Hospital for the 
insane at 
Worcester . 

•Probate court, 
records of. 

Innholders, etc. 

Belcher, 
Dacey, 
Fitz, " 
Neal, 
Stedman.—14. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres. Fiske, 
Ginnodo, Haynes, 
Mayhew, II. IT., Rand, 
Shores.—10. 

Crane, 
Davis, E. L. 
Flatley, 
Palmer, 

Gaylord, 
Howard, 
Robinson, G. D., 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorize further expenditures for the com-
pletion of the new hospital for the insane at Worcester, 
and providing for the same, was read a second time, and 
the question on ordering the same to a third reading was 
taken by yeas and nays as follows, to w i t : — 

YEAS.—Messrs. Belcher, 
Dacey, 
Fitz, 
Gaylord, 
Mayhew, Ii. IL, 
Robinson,.G. D., 
Stedman.—21. 

Ayres, Bates, 
Crane, Cunimings, 
Davis, E. L„ Fiske, 
Fitz Gerald, Flatley, 
Ginnodo, Livingston, 
Neal, Palmer, 
Sargent, Shores, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Howard, Rand.—2. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading, and the same 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

The bill in relation to the custody and protection of 
records and papers of probate courts, was in accordance 
with the report of the committee thereon, re jected; 
subsequently, the vote by which the bill was rejected 
was reconsidered, and the bill was read twice under a 
suspension of the rule, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill in addition to an act concerning innholders 
and their guests was read twice under a suspension of 
the rule, and the question on ordering the same to a third 
reading was determined as follows, to wi t :— 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Fiske, 
Haynes, 
Rand, 

Crane, 
Flatley, 
Neal, 
Sargent.—11. 

Dacey, 
llarwood, 
Palmer, 



NAYS.—Messrs. Rates, Davis, E. L., Fitz, 
Gaylord, Howard, Livingston, 
Mayhew, A. C., Mayhew, II. H., Robinson, G. D., 
Shores.—10. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Papers from the Ilouse. 
A bill to supply the city of Worcester with pure water Worcester, 

was read and ordered to a second reading. 

A report of the committee on Federal Relations on the 
message from the Governor with resolutions of Congress, 
relative to the progress under our institutions during the 
last century, the same recommending the adoption of an 
accompanying order, was read and placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow. The order is as follows, to 
wi t :— 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth centennial 

transmit to the clerks of the several cities and towns in ExP°sition-
the Commonwealth, a copy of the joint resolutions of 
Congress on the celebration of the Centennial in the 
several counties or towns, transmitted to the Senate by 
His Excellency the Governor, April 24, 1876. 

A resolve concerning the printing of laws relating to Elections, 
elections was read three times under a suspension of the 
rule, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that 3,000 copies of the law Savings banks, 
in relation to savings banks and savings institutions be 
printed for the use of members of the Legislature. 

Bills, Bills. 

To legalize certain doings of the town of Groton ; 
To authorize the town of Maiden to issue additional 

water bonds, were severally read under a suspension of 
the 20th joint rule, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Subsequently, Mr . Robinson, from the committee, 
reported that the first-named ought to pass, and it was 
read twice under a suspension of the rule, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, reported, 
asking to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the latter bill, and the same was placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 
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s ta te Arsenal at \ resolve to provide for repairing the State Arsenal at 
South Fram. _ „ , , i 1 r t> 1 1 r 
Ingham. South Framingham was reported by Mr. JLSelcher, from 

the committee on the Treasury, without amendment, and 
the same was read twice under a suspension of the rule, 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

index of senate On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Journal . Ordered, That the Clerk of the Senate, in order to 

finish a general index of the journals of the Senate, 
authorized at the last session, be allowed to employ such 
assistance as he may deem proper, at an expense not 
exceeding three hundred dollars. 

FRIDAY, A p r i l 28, 1876. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Bills enacted The following engrossed bills (all of which originated 
the Governor? in the House) passed to be enacted, to wit :— 

To reduce the expenses and increase the efficiency of 
the militia. 

Relating to the preparation of the list of jurors in the 
city of Boston. 

In addition to section 4 of chapter 112 of the General 
Statutes, relating to the removal of clerks of courts. 

In relation to the Railroad Commissioners and their clerk. 
To regulate the fisheries in Taunton Great River and 

Nemasket River. 
s ta te Normal An engrossed resolve in favor of the State Normal Art-
Art-Schooi. g c h o o i (which originated in the House) passed, and, with 

the above-named "bills, was laid before the Governor for 
his approval. 

Papers from the House. 
Board of s ta te A report of the committee of Conference on the sub-
Charities. j e c t -mat ter of differences between the two Houses, in 

relation to the bill relating to certain employés of the Board 
of State Charities, the same being that the committees had 
been unable to agree, was accepted in concurrence. 

Public printing Notice was received from the House that the Senate bill 
and stationery. r e ] a t j n g t o p u b l i c printing, binding and stationery had 

been rejected by that branch. 



Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the g ^ n . j . 
election of a preacher of the next annual election sermon, 
and Messrs. Fiske, Davis of Essex, and Rand, were 
appointed a committee to receive, assort and count the 
votes therefor, and the votes having been collected, 
assorted and counted, it appeared that Rev. B. F . Ham-
ilton of Boston was elected. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to Worcester, 
supply the city of Worcester with pure water was read 
twice under a suspension of the rule and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill in relation to the custody and protection _of court, 
records and papers of probate courts was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The report on the-message of the Governor, with a centeuuiai 
resolution of Congress in relation to the progress of the 
country during the last century, was accepted in concur-
1'611C6 

The House bill in fur ther addition to an act to establish H * fort l10 

a hospital for the insane in the north-eastern part of the Dangers. 
Commonwealth was read a third time. 

Mr. Robinson proposed an amendment providing that 
no money should be expended until contracts have been 
made with sufficient guaranty for the completion of the 
whole work at a cost not exceeding $600,000. 

Mr. Loring (Mr. Sargent in the Chair) proposed an 
amendment to that proposed by Mr. Robinson, the ques-
tion on the adoption of which was taken by yeas and nays 
as follows, to wit:—» 
YEAS.—Messrs Bates, 

Cummings, 
Fitz, 
Harwood, 
Hunt, 
Neal 

Belcher, 
Dacey, 
Fitz Gerald, 
Ilaynes, 
Livingston, 
Palmer, 

Bobinson, II. W., Sargent, 

Crane, 
Davis, E. L., 
Flatley, 
Howes, 
Mayhew, A. C.. 
Bobinson, E., 
Stedman.—21. 

Fiske, 
Howard, 
Band, 
Tripp, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Brown, Davis, E. L., 
Gaylord, Ginnodo, 
Mayhew, II. II., Barker, 
Bobinson, G. D., Shores, 
Wing.—13. 

So the amendment was adopted, and the question then 
recurrino' on the adoption of the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Robinson of Hampden, it was determined as follows, 
to w i t :— 



YEAS.—Messrs. 

Innholders. 

Bates, 
Cummings, 
Fiske, 
Flatley, 
Haynes, 
Hunt, 
Mayhew, H. II., 
Parker, 
Robinson, G. D., 
Shores, 
Wing.—31. 

Belcher, 
Dacey, 
Fitz, 
Ginnodo, 
Howard, 
Livingston, 
Neal, 
Rand, 
Robinson, H. W. 
Stedman, 

Crane, 
Davis, G. L., 
Fitz Gerald, 
Harwood, 
Howes, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Palmer, 
Robinson, E., 
Sargent, 
Tripp, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Davis, E. L., Gaylord.—2. 

So the amendment, as amended, was adopted, and the 
question then recurring on passing the bill to be engrossed, 
it was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wit:—-

YEAS.—Messrs. Bates, 
Cummings, 
Davis, G. L. 
Flatley, 
Howard, 
Livingston, 
Neal, 
Robinson, E., 
Tripp.—2o. 

Belcher, 
Dacey, • 
Fitz, 
Harwood, 
Howes, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Palmer, 
Sargent, 

Crane, 
Davis, E. L., 
Fitz Gerald, 
Haynes, 
Hunt, 
Mayhew, H. H., 
Parker, 
Stedman, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Fiske, Rand, 
Wing.- -6. 

Gaylord, 
Robinson, G. D., Shores, 

So the bill passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill in addition to an act concerning innholders and 
their guests was read a third time and rejected by the 

to w i t :— following vote 

YEAS.—Messrs. Crane, 
Harwood, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bates, 
Davis, E- L., 

•Gaylord, 
Livingston, 
Parker, 
Sargent, 

Dacey, 
Haynes, 

Belcher, 
Fiske, 
Howard, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Robinson, E., 
Wing.—17. 

Flatley, 
Neal.—6. 

Bowman, 
Fitz, 
Hunt, 
Mayhew, H. II., 
Robinson, G. D, 

Papers from the House. 
salary of clerk« T h e bill establishing the salary of the clerks and 
in Surgeon- - i n /-, 
General's messengers in the Surgeon-Ceneral s department came up, 
lUiMiimuit. u n t | |[1C j i o l I g e insisted on its non-concurrence in the 



Senate amendment therein, and Messrs. Ropes of Boston, 
Miner of Phillipston, and McPherson of Boston were 
appointed a committee of Conference on the subject-
matter of difference between the two Houses in relation 
thereto. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted 011 its amendments, and 
Messrs. Belcher, Palmer and Livingston were appointed a 
committee of Conference 011 the part of the Senate. 

The Senate bill to provide for the exchange of certain Bonds and 1 . . , , p promissory 
bonds and promissory notes payable to bearer tor reg- notes, 

istered bonds came up concurred with certain amend-
ments, which were adopted in concurrence. 

The House bill relating to ward officers in the city of ^ s t °®° c r s 

Boston came up, and the House insists 011 its non-con-
currence in the amendment at (B) . 

And the Senate insisted 011 said amendment, and the bill 
was returned to the House. 

Subsequently, the bill came up with the indorsement 
that "the House recedes." 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

The following engrossed bills (the first five of which »^enacted^ 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wi t :— the Governor . 

To regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors. 
To amend chapter 148 of the General Statutes concern-

ing meadows. 
To amend chapter 103 of the General Statutes, and 

chapter 188 of the Acts of the year 1874, relative to the 
sales of lands and rights 011 execution. 

To authorize the county commissioners of the county of 
Barnstable to lay out a highway over land of the Com-
monwealth in the towns of Truro and Provincetown. 

To provide for the exchange of certain bonds and prom-
issory notes payable to bearer for registered bonds and 
promissory notes. 

To legalize certain doings of the town of Groton. 
To amend the General Statutes relative to the sale and 

distribution of real and personal property. 
Relating to state aid paid on account of children born 

after the death of the father. 
To divide the Commonwealth into districts for the 

choice of the Council. 



In relation to the appointment of special commissioners 
for alteration of railroad crossings. 

To fix the compensation of the Lieutenant-Governor 
and Council and employes of the executive department. 

Concerning the adoption of children. 
To revise the charter of the city of Fall River. 
Relating to the attendance of officers upon district 

courts. 
To fix the salary of the Secretary of the Commonwealth 

and of the persons employed in the Secretary's department. 
For the protection of trout, land-locked salmon and 

lake trout. 
To fix the salaries of the Insurance Commissioner, his 

deputy and clerks. 
To provide for the appointment of au additional com-

missioner of savings banks. 
Relating to the preparation of the voting-lists and 

elections in cities. 
To incorporate the Springfield Safe Deposit and Trust 

Company. 
Concerning municipal, police and district courts, and 

the taxation and costs in civil and municipal cases in said 
courts and by justices of peace and trial justices. 

For the supply of water to the State Hospital for the 
Insane in Danvers. 

Authorizing certain railroad corporations to hold stock 
in the Union Freight Railroad Company. 

To authorize further expenditures for the completion of 
the new hospital for the insane at Worcester, and pro-
viding for the same. 

To authorize the town of Maiden to issue additional 
water fund bonds. 

Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 
authorized the present year, and for other purposes. 

In addition to an act to supply the city of Worcester 
with pure water. 

For the relief of the Eastern Railroad Company, and 
the securing of its debts and liabilities. 

In relation to the custody and protection of records and 
papers of probate courts. 

Massachusetts An engrossed resolve in aid of the Massachusetts 
C0gieg

ue'.tural Agricultural College (which originated in the House) 
passed, and, with the above-named bills, was laid before 
the Governor for his approval. 



The bill in relation to burial permits and records of Burial permits, 
deaths in the city of Boston came up concurred, with 
certain amendments, and the Senate non-concurred therein, 
and the bill was returned to the House. 

Subsequently, the bill came up, and the House insists on 
its amendment, and Messrs. Hawkes of Lynn, ILtle of 
Boston, and Allen of Boston, were appointed a committee 
of Conference on the subject-matter of difference between 
the two branches, and the Senate insisted on its non-
concurrence, and Messrs. Bowman, Dacey, and Robinson 
of Hampden, were appointed a committee of Conference 
on the same subject. 

Subsequently, a report of the above-named committee, 
recommending that the two branches adhere to their action 
thereon, came from the House, and was accepted in con-
currence. 

A bill from the House to appropriate and assess a state state tax. 
tax of $1,800,000, and a resolve authorizing the Treasurer Treasurer, 
to borrow money in anticipation of the revenue, were read 
and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

The bill establishing the salaries of the members of the state chanties. 
Board of State Charities came up, and Messrs. Wade of 
Newton, Nourse of Westborough, and Snow of Barn-
stable, are appointed a new committee of Conference in 
relation thereto. Thereupon, Messrs. Fiske, Harwood 
and Livingston were appointed a new committee of Con-
ference on the part of the Senate. 

Subsequently, a report of said committee, recommending 
that the House recede from its non-concurrence in the 
Senate amendments therein, was accepted in concur-
rence. 

A report of the committee of Conference on the disagree- Municipal 
ing votes of the two Houses in relation to certain amend-
ments of the Senate, in the bill relating to the several 
municipal courts of the city of Boston, was accepted in 
concurrence, as follows :— 

The committee recommend that the Senate recede from 
the amendments in section 5, and in the amendment 
in section 10 striking out the words "said cour t " ; also 
from its amendments in the last-named section striking 
out the words "subject to removal as aforesaid," and its 
amendments at the end of section 10 ; also from its amend-
ment in the title. Also, that the House agree to the Senate 
amendment in section 10; to wit, "unless sooner removed 



Salaries of 
employés in 
Surgeon-Gen-
eral 's oilice. 

Appropr ia t ions . 

Treasurer . 

Boston & 
Albany Kail-
road Corpora-
tion. 

by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the 
Governor and Council," by substituting therefor the words, 
" unless sooner removed according to law." The com-
mittee also recommend that section 11 of the bill be 
stricken out. 

A report of the committee of Conference on the bill 
in relation to the compensation of the employés in the 
Surgeon-General's department, the same being that the 
House should recede from its non-concurrence in the 
Senate amendments therein, was accepted in concurrence. 

A bill from the House in addition to an act making • . O 
appropriations to meet certain expenditures authorized 
the present year, and for other purposes, was read and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Subsequently, Mr. Belcher, from the committee, reported 
said bill without amendment, and the same was read twice 
under a suspension of the rule, and jjassed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, reported 
the House resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow 
money in the anticipation of the revenue without amend-
ment, and the same was read twice under a suspension of 
the rule, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

A resolve instructing the Attorney-General to institute 
proceedings against certain officials of the Boston & 
Albany Railroad Company (on the report of Francis B. 
Hayes, a director of said company on the part of the Com-
monwealth, and on the order relative to investigating the 7 O o 
statements made in said report) was read and ordered to 
a second reading, and, under a suspension of the rule, 
read a second time. 

Mr. Bowman proposed an amendment t o said resolve in 
the form of a preamble to the same, and it being con-
sidered, Mr. Crane proposed an amendment striking 
therefrom the name of "Chester W . Chapin," and the 
question on the amendment was taken by yeas and nays 
as follows, to wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Crane, Gaylord, Sargent.—3. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Bowman, 
Fiske, 
Ginnodo, 
Higgins, 
Livingston, 

Bates, 
Dacey, 
Fitz, 
Ilarwood, 
Howard, 

Belcher, 
Davis, G. L., 
Flatley, 
Haynes, 
Hunt, 

Way hew, A C., Mayhew, II. IL, 



NAYS.—Messrs. Palmer, Parker, Rand, 
Robinson, G. D., Robinson, H. W., Shores, 
Stedman, Tripp, Widg.—27. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurring on the adoption of the 

amendment proposed by Mr. Bowman, it was determined 
as follows, to w i t : — 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, Bates, 
Belcher, Dacey, 
Fiske, Fitz, 
Harwood, Iliggins, 
Hunt, Livingston, 
Palmer, Parker,. 
Robinson, G. D.. 
Tripp, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Crane, Davis, E. L., 
Gaylord, Ginnodo, 
Mayhew, H. IL, Sargent, 

Bowman, 
Davis, G. L., 
Flatley, 
Howard, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Rand, 

Robinson, H. W., Stedman, 
Wing.—23. 

Fitz Gerald, 
Haynes, 
Shores.—0. 

So the amendment was adopted, and the question then 
being on ordering the resolve as amended to a third read-
ing, it was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to w i t : — 
YEAS.—Messrs. Ayres, 

Bowman, 
Fiske, 
Harwood, 
Livingston, 
Parker, 
Stedman, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Crane, 
Gaylord, 
Sargent.—7. 

Bates, 
Dacey, 
Fitz, 
Iliggins, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Rand, 
Tripp, 

Davis, E. L., 
Ginnodo, 

Belcher, 
Davis, G. L., 
Flatley, 
Hunt, 
Palmer, 
Robinson, G. D., 
Wing.—21. 

Fitz Gerald, 
Haynes, 

So the resolve was ordered to a third reading, and, 
under a suspension of the rule, read a third time as 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

Subsequently, the resolve came up non-concurred in 
the Senate amendment therein, and Messrs. Stone of 
Wal tham, Ropes of Boston, and Kellogg of Pittsfield were 
appointed a committee of Conference on the subject-
matter of difference between the two Houses ; and 

Messrs. Robinson of Hampden, Parker and Dacey were 
appointed a committee of Conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

Subsequently, a report of said committees, recommend-
ing the adoption of a resolution in place of the preamble 



proposed by Mr. Bowman was accepted, and the resolu-
tion passed in concurrence. 

nessage was received from His Excellency 

To the Honorable, the Senate:— 
I respectfully return to the Honorable Senate, in which 

it originated, " An Act to regulate the sale of intoxicating 
liquors," without my approval. In as careful examination 
of this bill as I have been able to make since it came to 
my hands, it appears to contain few provisions which 
differ essentially from those of the present law. To some 
erf these I should give my cheerful approval, while others 
seem highly objectionable. 

In the remarks which I had the honor to submit to the 
General Court upon the subject-matter of this bill, at the 
commencement of its present session, I expressed my 
views with considerable fulness, under the belief that the 
prevailing sentiment of the people of the State favored a 
fair and impartial trial of the existing law before it should 
be essentially modified ; and I also indicated certain addi-
tional provisions which, if adopted, I believed would add 
to its efficiency in suppressing the evils of intoxication 
and drunkenness. 1 am gratified in having the opportunity 
to concur with the Legislature in the enactment of some 
of the most important provisions, in a bill which has 
already passed both branches, and received the executive 
approval. 

I t would be contrary both to my original recommenda-
tion and to my present convictions of duty, to approve 
any alterations in the existing law which should so enlarge 
its license as to give freedom to the growth of a vice from 
which many of its victims are jus t now making zealous 
and heroic endeavors to escape, or otherwise disturb that 
healthy sentiment of reform which now pervades the com-
munity in respect to this and other subjects of common 
welfare. 

The provision of the present bill which I especially 
disapprove is found in the sixth section. Under the 
existing law licenses of the first, second and third classes 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
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are subject to the condition that the licensee shall not keep 
an open bar, and shall hold also a license as an innholder 
or common victualler. The bill now under consideration 
omits these conditions, and provides that holders of 
licenses of the first class (costing from $100 to $1,000 
each) may sell liquors of any kind to be drunk on the 
premises; and that holders of licenses of the second and 
third classes (costing from $50 to $250 each) may sell malt 
liquors, cider and light wines, to be drunk on the 
premises; and there is no limitation of the number of 
such licenses, of either class, that may be granted by 
the selectmen of towns, or by the mayor and alder-
men of cities, or by license commissioners, as the case 
may be. 

Under this new provision, therefore, our cities and 
towns throughout the Commonwealth would be subject to 
the establishment of open bars and tippling-houses, 
unlimited in number, and decked with allurements of 
temptation to the young and the unstable, and spreading 
the seeds of poverty, desolation and crime where they are, 
and ought to be, forever excluded. 

I cannot but feel that the enactment of such a measure 
would be a step backwards in our civilization; that while 
we are expending vast sums of money in the maintenance 
of schools, colleges and churches, in charitable and 
reformatory institutions and prisons, and watching with 
anxious solicitude the causes which lead to the increase of 
insanity, pauperism and crime ; that while we are pros-
ecuting discoveries in science, developing the useful arts, 
and extending our industries, in the hope of increasing 
the employment, the comfort and wealth of our people,— 
to establish tippling-houses and the open bar, with their 
concomitant vices at every step of our progress, would 
seem to be a reproach either to our intelligence or to our 
integrity. The other changes in the law contemplated by 
this bill, which, for the most part, meet my approval, 
sink into obscurity in my esteem, in comparison with this 
great and threatening evil. 

With great deference to the wisdom of the Legislature, 
I therefore return the bill without approval, for its further 
consideration. 

A L E X A N D E R H . R I C E . 

And the message being considered, and the question 
being stated, " Shall the bill pass with the objections of 



Intoxicating 
liquors. 

Pay roll. 

the Governor notwithstanding?' 
follows, to wi t :— 

it was determined as 

YEAS.—Messrs. Dacey, 
Gaylord, 
Palmer, 

NATS.—Messrs. Ayres, 
Cummings, 
Ginnodo, 
Howard, 
Mayhew, A. C., 
Robinson, G. I)., 
Wing.—19. 

Fitz Gerald, 
Haynes, 
Rand, 

Bates, 
Davis, G. L., 
Harwood, 
Hunt, 
Neal, 
Sargent, 

Flatley, 
Livingston, 
Shores.—9. 

Belcher, 
Fiske, 
Higgins, 
Mayhew, H. H., 
Parker, 
Tripp, 

Military 
encampments. 

Manual. 

So the Senate refused to pass the bill. 
The Senate bill in relation to military encampments in 

the present year came up concurred in a new draft , and the 
same was read three times under a suspension of the rule, 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Ordered, That the Clerks of the two branches cause to 

be prepared and printed, before the meeting of the next 
General Court, three thousand copies of so much of the 
legislative manual as may be deemed practicable, on the 
general plan of that of the present year. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Subsequently, notice was received from the House, that 

the above order had been rejected by that branch. 
Thereupon, on motion of Mr. Sargent ,— 
Ordered, That the Clerk of the Senate cause to be 

prepared and printed, before the meeting of the next 
General Court, three thousand copies of so much of the 
legislative manual as may be deemed practicable, on the 
general plan of that of the present year. 

Ordered, In concurrence, under a suspension of the 
23d joint rule, that two thousand copies of the act to 
regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors be printed for 
the use of the two branches. 

Mr. Belcher, from the committee on the Treasury, 
reported, in accordance with the order of the 27th inst., 
the pay-roll of the Senate, with a schedule thereof; also of 
the mileage of the several members of the Senate. And it 
was accordingly 

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid to the several 
Senators whose names are borne on the accompanying roll, 



the sums set against their names respectively, amounting 
in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-six thousand six 
hundred and eighty-eight dollars and twenty-three cents. 

Mr. Parker oifered the following resolution, which was Resolution of 
advocated by Messrs. Parker , Dacey, Gaylord, and Rob- president.'1'1 

inson of Hampden, and unanimously adopted :— 
Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the Senate be 

tendered to the Hon. George B. Loring in acknowl-
edgment of the ability, dignity and impartiality which 
have throughout the session distinguished his adminis-
tration of the important duties of the presiding officer of 
this body. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

Senators:—The expressions of friendship and regard 
contained in the resolutions which have just passed this 
body are entitled to, and receive, my warmest thanks. 
The custom of assuring a presiding officer at the close of 
his term of service that he has received the respect and 
retained the confidence of his associates, grows out of a 
desire that we all have to cherish the kind feelings of our 
hearts, and to remove from memory all incidents which 
may have created temporary difficulty and misunderstand-
ing. And this is well. Man is so constituted that he 
requires encouragement and forgiveness from his fellow-
men ; and it is this necessity which creates the strongest 
bonds and the most enduring true friendships among those 
who are engaged in common in the public duties of life. 
I t is indeed grateful to me to receive this consideration 
from those with whom I have been associated during the 
session which is just about to close. Aware as I am of 
my shortcoming, and conscious of the trials and annoy-
ances which have surrounded you in your endeavors to 
discharge the duties you owe the people of the Common-
wealth, I am glad at this closing hour to join you in 
assurances of mutual esteem and confidence. At the 
opening of the session I had the honor to urge upon the 
committees of this body a prompt attention to the work 
referred to them, and the avoidance of all delay in report-
ing their decisions to the Legislature. I desire to express 
my thanks and the thanks of the people of the Common-
wealth. I doubt not that this advice has been followed, 
and that mainly on this account we have succeeded in 
shortening materially the term of legislative service. 



While I am unwilling to join in the customary condemna-
tion of the immediate representatives of the people, and 
recognize in them and their relations to the government 
the true foundation of our civil fabric, I am still rejoiced 
at every manifestation of legislative energy and prompt-
ness. Realizing, undoubtedly, the temptations and trials 
which beset the legislative branch of the government, it is 
not surprising that even they who depend upon it for their 
own safety and the protection of their rights, their priv-
ileges and their property, should experience a sense of 
relief when without stain or reproach and with manifest 
courage and honesty, this body has performed its duty 
and Avisely finished its work. Believing that this is the 
real cause of the popular watchfulness and anxiety with 
regard to all representative bodies in this country, I con-
gratulate you that not only with promptness, but with a 
manifest determination to engraft sound laws upon the 
statute-book, aud to make the pages of that interesting 
volume a record of integrity and public honesty, has the 
Legislature of 1876 labored, aud, I am sure, labored 
successfully; and I t rust and believe that the work we 
have performed here will be accepted as an assurance of 
the continued importance of the branch of government to 
which we belong, and of the respect which the faithful 
legislator may justly receive from his constituents. In 
retiring from an unusually long term of service in this 
chamber, I desire to express the feelings of personal 
friendship which I entertain toward those with whom I 
have been associated, who have generously loaded me 
with unmerited honor ; and, leaving behind me the official 
relations which this place has established, 1 am happy to 
join you in less conspicuous labor, where the friendships 
here formed may be confirmed and strengthened. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned to meet at 7 o'clock, 
p. M. 

E V E N I N G S E S S I O N . 

Bins enacted xhe following engrossed bills ("all of which originated 
and laul before . T I • 
the Governor, m the House) passed to be enacted, to w i t : — 

Relating to the division of W a r d 22 of the city of Bos-
ton into two wards. 

To establish the salary of the clerks and messengers in 
the Surgeon-General's department. 



Relating to the several municipal courts of the city of 
Boston. 

In further addition to an act to establish a hospital for 
the insane in the north-eastern part of the State. 

To apportion and assess a state tax of $1,800,000. 
In addition to an act to meet certain expenditures 

authorized the present year, and for other purposes. 
Relative to certain employés of the Board of State 

Charities. 
The following engrossed resolves (all of which origin- Resoivrapassed 

ated in the House) passed, and, with the above-named bills, uïé Governor, 
were laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit :— 

To provide for repairing the State Arsenal at South 
Framingham. 

Authorizing the Treasurer to borrow money in anticipa-
tion of the revenue. 

Relating to militia encampments in the present year. 
Instructing the Attorney-General to institute proceed-

ings against certain officials of the Boston & Albany 
Railroad Company. 

A bill from the House in further addition to an act Appropriations, 
making appropriations authorized the present year, and for 
other purposes, was read three times, under a suspension 
of the rule, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill from the House in regard to the manufacture, Kxpiwiv ••«».. 
storage, use, transportation and sale of explosive c o m - 1 " " 
pounds was read and indefinitely postponed. 

The following engrossed bills (both of which originated M» 8 ,™^^ 
in the House) passed to be enacted, and were laid before the Governor, 

the Governor for his approval, to wit :— 
In further addition to an act making appropriations to 

meet certain expenditures authorized the present year, 
and for other purposes. 

Relating to ward officers in the city of Boston. 
On motion of Mr. Dacey,— 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented 

to our most worthy Clerk, Stephen N. Gifford, and his 
assistant, Hilton F . Hosmer, for their very kind, prompt 
and faithful attention during the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Fiske,— 
Resolved, That we part with regret from our Chaplain, _ t 0 chaplain, 

whose amiable character and happy manner we shall 
always remember with the pleasantest emotions, and the 



—to Sergeant-
at-Arms. 
—to doorkeep-
ers, messengers 
and pages. 

Hon. Elisha 
Brimhall. 

Report of com-
mittee on report 
of Francis B. 
Hayes. 

thanks of this body are now heartily tendered to him for 
his faithfulness in duty. 

On motion of Mr. Harwood,— 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to 

the Sergeant-at-Arms and the doorkeepers, messengers 
and pages of the Senate for their efficiency and prompt-
ness in the discharge of their various duties. 

On motion of Mr. Crane,— 
Resolved, That the sympathy of the Senate is hereby 

extended to Hon. Elisha Brimhall, and we t rust that his 
illness may be of short duration, and that he may be long 
spared to his family and friends. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer ,— 
Ordered, That the three reports of the committee on 

Railroads, upon the report of Francis B. Hayes, and the 
order in relation thereto, be placed in full upon the . 
journal of the Senate, together with the resolve finally 
adopted by the Houses. 

And said report is as follows :— 

C O M M O N W E A L T H O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S . 

H O U S E OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S , April 24,1876. 

Albany Rail- The Committee on Railroads, to whom was referred the 
road Corpora- r e p o v t o f F r a n c i s ]$_ H a y e s , one of the state directors of 

the Boston and Albany Railroad, and the Order in relation 
thereto, which reads as follows ; to w i t :— 

" Ordered, That the committee on Railroads be instructed to 
make a thorough investigation of the matters relating to the 
Boston and Albany Railroad, contained in the report of Francis 
B. Hayes, Esq., a state director, and report how far the state-
ments and charges therein are correct; when and how far an 
ex-state director referred to was ever remiss in his full duty as 
such in furthering the interests of the people of this Common-
wealth as required by statute or otherwise ; and also, when and 
how far he, or any other director, ever used his influence as a 
director of said corporation, to further his personal interests; 
and for that purpose said Committee have authority to send for 
persons and papers,"— 

Having giving all parties in interest a full hearing, and 
having carefully considered the subject, beg leave to submit 
the following repor t :— 



That they began the investigation" directed by the fore-
going Order upon February 23, 1876. The Attorney-
General appeared in the interest of the Commonwealth, and 
conducted the examination. Hon. Benjamin F . Thomas 
and George S. Hale, Esq. , appeared as counsel for the 
Boston and Albany Railroad Company. Eleven sessions 
of the Committee were occupied by the testimony of 
witnesses, and two by the arguments of counsel, and a 
stenographic report of all the proceedings is appended 
hereto. 

As the report of Hon. Francis B. Hayes, a state director 
of the corporation, made to the present Legislature, and 
printed in Senate Document, No. 2, was, by the terms of 
the foregoing Order, expressly made the basis of the 
inquiry, the Committee have not considered it to be their 
duty to consider at length the propriety of the action of 
Mr. Hayes in acquiring information for this report, and in 
making it as he has done, although this matter was elabo-
rately argued by the Attorney-General. (Appendix, p . 
449.) W e have considered it to be our simple duty to 
examine the statements of the report, and to ascertain, as 
fully as possible, how far the same have been substantiated 
by the evidence before us. I t may not be, however, 
beyond our province to remark, that it is the public func-
tion of the state directors to communicate to each Legislature 
all the information at their command which affects the 
welfare of the corporation, that a large discretion should 
be given them in the manner of making their reports, and 
that in our opinion Mr. Hayes, in making his report, 
conformed to the law, and discharged his duty. 

O W N E R S H I P O F STOCK BY A STATE D I R E C T O R . 

As to the allegation that one of the state directors had 
been interested in the stock while in office, we find as 
follows :— 

That Hon. Moses Kimball was first elected a state 
director of the Western Railroad Corporation in 1864, and 
continued to hold office as such in that corporation and in 
the Boston and Albany, with the exception of one year, 
until 1875, having been last elected February 5, 1873 ; 
that during much of the time since July, 1869, stock has 
stood upon the books of the corporation in the name of 
Moses Kimball, or of Moses Kimball, trustee, and Mr. 
Kimball admitted the fact, stating, however, that he held 
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it, but did not own it, that he held it in trust for his wife, 
and that it was purchased with funds which she had inherited 
from the estate of her father, and that , as his wife had 
perfect confidence in his management of her property, he 
was allowed by her to pledge it when he wished to borrow 
money. I t also appeared that Mr. Kimball had frequently 
pledged it to secure loans made to him, and that Mr. John 
P . Healy, being trustee for Mrs. Kimball under her father's 
will, this stock had been purchased by Mr. Kimball with 
the income received from Mr. Healy, Mr . Kimball holding 
it in his own name or a par t of the time in the name of 
Moses Kimball, t rustee. 

In defence of Mr. Kimball, it was claimed by counsel 
that neither the Resolve of 1866, " T h a t no person shall 
hereafter be eligible as a state director of the Western 
Railroad Corporation who is in the employ of said corpo-
ration, or who owns stock therein," nor the statute of 1873, 
chapter 226, passed after the consolidation of the Western 
Railroad with the Boston and Worcester in 1867, in the 
exact words of the Resolve of 1866, had any application 
to Mr . Kimball, as he had been elected in 1864. 

But the Committee are of opinion that Mr. Kimball was 
within both the letter and the spirit of the Resolve of 
1866 ; that as it was directly applicable to him, as state 
director in the Western Railroad Corporation, from its 
passage until the Act of consolidation took effect, so also 
it was directly applicable to him as a state director of the 
Boston and Albany after the consolidation. The charter 
of the Boston and Albany, consolidating the two corpora-
tions (St . 1867, ch. 270, sect. 8 ) , contained the following 
provision :— 

" The present directors of the Western Railroad Corporation, 
chosen by the Legislature, shall be and continue directors of the 
corporation formed as provided, during the terms for which they 
were respectively chosen, and upon the expiration of their re-
spective terms new directors shall be chosen in their stead, in the 
same way as directors of the Western Railroad are now chosen, 
and in case of any vacancy occurring during the recess of the 
Legislature, the same may be filled as provided by law." 

In the judgment of the Committee, all the obligations 
of the persons holding the office of state directors of the 
Western Railroad before the consolidation were legally and 
morally binding upon Mr. Kimball after the consolidation, 
and wo are unable to see how he could have entertained a 



doubt upon the subject without ¡it the same time doubting 
his power under statute of 1867, chapter 270, to hold 
office at all as state director in the new corporation. 

We also think that Mr. Kimball was, even adopting his 
own statement, that the stock was bought with his wife's 
money, the legal owner of the stock while it stood in his 
name, in violation of the statute. It would undoubtedly 
be subject to attachment for his debts under the decisions 
of the supreme court. (School District in Greenfield v. 
First National Bank, 102 Mass. 174.) 

He treated it as his own, and pledged it for his private 
loans, and certainly his legal ownership of it was just as 
much in violation of the purpose and intent of the framers 
of the statute as if he had held the whole title, both legal 
and equitable. 

T H E G R A V E L CONTRACT. 

I t appeared in evidence that in the fall of 1869 one 
Charles Barrett secured from the owner of a gravel bank 
in Brighton a bond for the purchase of the same at a fixed 
price of $40,000, the land being the same upon which the 
Brighton Abattoir has since been built. He also obtained 
a bond for the sale of other gravel land, just across Charles 
River, in Watertown. The Brighton lands could be 
reached by the construction of a side track from the Boston 
and Albany Railroad. To reach the gravel lands in 
Watertown, required the construction of a drawbridge 
across the Charles River, and about a half-mile of track. 

Mr. Barrett applied to the Legislature of 1870 for a 
charter to construct his railroad, and while his application 
was pending before the Legislature, he informed Mr. Lin-
coln, the vice-president of the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Company, of his purpose, aucl endeavored to secure his 
cooperation. 

Mr. Lincoln, however, took no active part in the matter, 
and Mr. Barrett's application was refused by the Legisla-
ture. 

Afterwards, Mr. Lincoln advised Mr. Barrett to see Mr. 
Kimball about the matter, and Mr. Barrett had several 
interviews with Mr. Kimball, and endeavored to interest 
him in the enterprise; the result was that Mr. Kimball 
bought the Brighton land in August, 1870, having a parol 
understanding with Mr. Barrett about the purchase, which 
was afterwards put in writing. (Appendix, p. 229.) 



Messrs. Kimball and Barrett then made a bid to furnish 
gravel from the land to fill the Suffolk Street district, in 
Boston ; and this being unsuccessful, finally entered into a 
written contract with Norman C. Munson, dated February 
25, 1871 (Appendix, p. 232), the contract being made in 
the name of Mr. Kimball alone, for the sale of gravel from 
the land, at a fixed price per square. 

Mr. Munson applied to Mr. Lincoln for the purpose of 
making a contract for the transportation of the gravel into 
Boston to fill the Back Bay. After some negotiation, it 
was found necessary to build a new track for about three 
and one-half miles, as Mr. Lincoln refused to allow the 
gravel trains to pass over the main track. (Appendix, pp. 
134, 135.) 

This track was accordingly built, and on October 6,1871, 
the Boston and Albany Railroad Corporation entered into 
a written contract with Mr. Munson for the use of the new 
track by Mr. Munson in the transportation of his gravel. 
(Appendix, p. 420.) 

Mr. Munson proceeded to remove the gravel, and in 
November, 1872, Mr. Kimball sold the land, subject to 
the rights of Mr. Munson, to the Abattoir Company for 
$40,000 ; the net profit upon the sale of the land and the 
gravel by Messrs. Kimball and Barrett, which was equally 
divided between them, was $60,000. 

The items of the cost of the new track to the company 
are stated by Mr. Lincoln, in the Appendix (pp. 136 and 
137), and it is perhaps sufficient at the present time to 
state that the company realized from their contract with 
Mr. Munson and a contract with the contractor furnishing 
gravel to fill the Suffolk Street district, the sum of $112,-
371.05 ; in the words of Mr. Lincoln, "being $6,530 only 
short of the whole cost of the improvement." 

The company insisted upon the construction of a viaduct 
under their railroad at Brighton, in order to avoid the 
crossing by the gravel trains of the main track at grade, 
and this viaduct was built by Mr. Munson, the cost of the 
same—viz., $4,791.48—being refunded to him by Mr. 
Kimball. Mr. Lincoln testified that Mr. Kimball never 
interfered at all in the fixing of the rates charged Mr. 
Munson for the transportation of the gravel, but that he 
himself, as vice-president, made the contract, and exacted 
the most rigorous 'terms, and secured the highest rates 
which he could ge t ; and the Committee found no evidence 



tending to show that the slightest favor was shown to Mr. 
Munson in any way by reason of his connection with Mr. 
Kimball, while the contract itself shows that all the rights 
of the company were sedulously guarded. 

The only evidence relied upon by the Attorney-General 
as showing any favoritism upon the part of Mr. Lincoln, 
or any improper conduct upon the part of Mr. Kimball, was 
the fact that Mr. Barrett was in the first instance referred 
to Mr. Kimball by Mr. Lincoln. 

Upon the whole evidence, however, the Committee arrive 
at the following conclusion : That the corporation could not 
legally have bought land not required for railroad purposes, 
for the purpose of selling the gravel from it and then dis-
posing of it, as was done by Messrs. Kimball and Barret t ; 
that even if the company could have done so, it had already 
declined to do anything more than to transport the gravel; 
that the sole purpose of Mr. Lincoln was to secure a prof-
itable contract for the corporation; that Mr. Kimball took 
no advantage of his position as a state director to secure 
more favorable terms for Mr. Munson than would have 
been given to any other individual; and that Mr. Lincoln's 
action in sending Mr. Barrett to Mr. Kimball cannot be 
fairly construed as indicating anything wrong either upon 
his part or upon that of Mr. Kimball. 

We think we may fairly conclude, that, after Mr. Lin-
coln's decision that the company could not, or ought not, 
to buy the land itself, his object was to secure, through 
Mr. Kimball's purchase of the land, a profitable contract 
for the transportation of the gravel. 

While, however, we take pleasure in stating this conclu-
sion upon the facts in the case before us, we cannot forbear 
to remark that such transactions upon the part of a public 
officer like Mr. Kimball are not without danger. Mr. 
Kimball was the chief state director of the company, and 
from his influential position in the State, must necessarily 
have a great influence over all his associates in the direction 
of the road. In dealing with parties in whose affairs Mr. 
Kimball had any interest, however remote, the officers of 
the corporation would bo very likely to be insensibly influ-
enced by the wish to gratify Mr. Kimball, and by a desire 
to avoid any opposition to his plans, and, if the matter of 
Mr. Munson's rates had come up before the board of direct-
ors, Mr. Kimball might have found himself disqualified for 
his trust. 



Moreover, all such transactions are viewed by the people 
with the most jealous suspicion, and almost invariably 
create scandal, which reflects most injuriously upon the 
public service. 

T H E L E A S E OF TIIE W A K E R I V E R RAILROAD. 

Most of the time of the investigation was occupied with 
the matter of the Ware River Railroad. This road is about 
fifty miles in length, extending from Palmer, on the Boston 
and Albany Railroad, to Winchendon, and was chartered 
in 1851. In June, 1872, there had been expended upon 
the road the sum of about $1,500,000; one-half of which 
had been paid in in stock, and the other half of which had 
been realized from the sale of $750,000 of bonds, secured 
by a mortgage upon the road and franchise. 

There was then a default upon the bonds, the company 
was insolvent, the road was incomplete, and work had 
stopped. 

The question of the expediency of acquiring the Ware 
River road had previously been discussed occasionally by 
the directors of the Boston and Albany, and during the year 
1872 it attracted still more attention; and, finally, at a 
meeting of the directors, held December 12, 1872, a com-
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Lincoln, Colt and Kimball, 
was appointed to consider the subject. 

Hon. Chester W . Chapin, the president of the Boston 
and Albany, had previously had negotiations with Vibbard, 
Foote & Co. of New York, who then held $256,000 of the 
bonds of the Ware River road, and who held the control 
of the same by having live of the nine directors of the 
Ware River in their interest, for the purchase of their 
securities. 

These negotiations were consummated December 20, 
1872; the five directors representing Vibbard, Foote & 
Co. resigned, and Mr. Chapin and four of his friends at 
once took their places, Mr. Chapin purchasing the bonds 
held by Vibbard, Foote & Co., and their stock. He after-
wards made further purchases, holding, in the spring of 
1873, $282,000 of the bonds of the company. His son-
in-law, Mr. James A. Rumrill, holding at the same time 
$30,000 of the securities, became president of the Ware 
River Company. 

In the spring of 1873, the company applied to the 
Legislature, for the purpose of securing legislation for the 



organization of a new company, upon the foreclosure of 
the mortgage, the application resulting in the passage of 
the statute of 1873, chapter 217. 

The road and franchises were then sold under the power 
of sale in the mortgage, on May 28, 1873, and were pur-
chased by Mr. Chapin for the sum of $375,000, one-half 
the amount of the mortgage bonds. 

A new company was formed under the Act of 1873, 
and such of the bondholders as desired to do so, received 
stock in exchange for their bonds in the old company; 
while such as elected to surrender their bonds to Mr. 
Chapin, received fifty cents on the dollar for them in cash 
(the road having been sold for fifty cents on the dollar of 
the whole amount of bonds) ; and the shares of stock to 
which they would have been entitled were transferred to 
Mr. Chapin. Thus the whole number of shares in the new 
company was 7,500. 

The president, Mr. Rumrill, proceeded to finish the con-
struction of the railroad with the assistance of Mr. Chapin, 
and the work was continued during the summer and fall 
of 1873, until, in November, the sum of §351,000 had 
been expended, and the road was completed; about 
$1,851,000 having been expended upon it in all. 

In the spring of 1873, Mr. Chapin stated to Messrs. 
Kimball and Sargent, of the board of directors, that he 
was usiug a great deal of money in finishing the road, and 
these gentlemen then agreed to loan him money, and sub-
sequently Mr. Kimball lent him $30,000 and Mr. Sargent 
$25,000. In a short time after lending Mr. Chapin the 
money, Mr. Kimball left the country to pass the summer 
in Europe, returning in the following fall. 

After Mr. Kimball's return, Mr. George O. Crocker, 
one of the directors of the Boston and Albany, was added 
to the committee upon the purchase of the Ware River 
Railroad ; Mr. Kimball having taken no part in the action 
of the committee after making his loan of $30,000 to Mr. 
Chapin in the spring of 1873. 

On October 30, 1873, at a meeting of the directors of 
the Ware River Railroad Company, a committee of three 
was chosen, with authority to negotiate a lease of the 
road to the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, con-
sisting of Messrs. Rumrill, Stevens and May. 

The committees of the two corporations had negotia-
tions with each other, and upon December 17, 1873, at a 



meeting of the directors of the Boston and Albany Rail-
road Company, the matter of the terms of the lease was 
made the subject of discussion ; Mr. Chapin leaving the 
chair, and Mr. Lincoln presiding. (Appendix, p. 70.) 

The committee of the Ware River road reported in 
favor of leasing that road at a rental of 7 per cent, upon 
$525,000, and 7 per cent, upon the cost of completing the 
road. This report was accepted, and the committee dis-
charged. 

Af ter some discussion, it was voted that the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company would take a perpetual lease of 
the Ware River Railroad at a rental of 5 per cent, on 
$750,000, with the further 1 proviso that when the gross 
earnings of the Ware River should exceed §125,000, the 
Boston and Albany would pay in addition 40 per cent, of 
such excess until the rental should amount to 7 per cent, 
upon $750,000. The meeting then adjourned to Decem-
ber 23, 1873. Upon that date, the matter was again 
discussed, and after the statement by Mr. Chapin that the 
Ware River Railroad Company would agree to the terms 
voted by the Boston and Albany board at their last meet-
ing, "with a slight modification," and that the Ware River 
board favored a fixed rental instead of a sliding scale 
based upon the earnings, it was,— 

" Voted, That the Boston and Albany Railroad Company will 
take a perpetual lease of the Ware River Railroad, commencing 
on the first day of January, 1874, and will pay therefor a rent 
of five per cent, on $750,000 for the first year, and will increase 
the rental at the rate of one-half per cent, per annum until the 
same shall reach a maximum rate of seven per cent, on $750,000, 
free of taxes ; and will also assume the payment of the cost of 
completing the road, according to an account to be rendered by 
said Ware River Railroad Company, and to be approved by the 
president and vice-president of the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Company." 

I t was voted to call a special meeting of the stockholders 
of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company to consider 
the subject of the lease upon January 6, 1874, and a com-
mittee consisting of Messrs. Lincoln, Gillett and Chad-
wick was chosen to prepare a lease to be submitted at the 
adjourned meeting upon January 6, 1874. 

At the directors' meeting, upon January 6, the lease 
was submitted to the directors, and approved, and being 
submitted to the stockholders' meeting held the same day, 



it was approved by them, 103,218 stock votes being cast 
in favor of the lease, and 75 stock votes being cast against 
it, the law requiring a majority of all the stock votes of 
the company then being 198,641. 

At this meeting of the stockholders, Messrs. Kimball, 
Chadwick, Carpenter and Murray, four of the state 
directors, voted upon the shares of the Commonwealth, 
24,115 in number, in favor of the lease (Appendix p. 
319) and, as will readily be seen, the vote would not have 
prevailed without their action, as there would not have 
been a majority of the stock. 

The terms of the lease were also subsequently ratified 
by a majority in interest of the stockholders of the Ware 
River Railroad, and the same was duly executed. 

The lease is printed in the Appendix, pages 72, 73 and 
74. About January 1, 1874, Mr. Chapin settled with 
Messrs. Kimball and Sargent by paying them, in stock of 
the Ware River Railroad, as explained by him in Appendix, 
p. 65. He also paid some cash to Mr. Kimball. The 
earnings of the Ware River Railroad, during the nine 
months preceding the date of the lease, were $45,000, or 
at the rate of $60,000 per annum. 

This summary of these transactions has been given in 
order to place the circumstances fully before the Legisla-
ture, and the Committee now proceed to consider the 
question submitted by the Order, whether any of the state 
directors has been remiss to his full duty to the Common-
wealth. 

And, in dealing with this subject, the Committee feel it 
their duty to point out that the relation of Mr. Kimball to 
this matter was veiy different from that of Air. Chapin and 
Mr. Sargent. Mr. Kimball was a state director; a public 
officer elected by the Legislature to the responsible duty of 
guarding the interest of the Commonwealth, in the stock 
of the corporation; the express provision of the law, 
forbidding him to hold stock, was designed obviously to 
prevent him from having any other interest whatsoever, 
and his long experience in the Legislature, and as a state 
director for ten years, made his influence over his associate 
state directors almost absolute. 

Mr. Kimball testified, and we find it to be a fact, that 
after his return from Europe, he ceased to act with the 
committee upon the Ware River Railroad matter, and that 
Mr. Crocker was added to the committee on this account. 



Mr. Kimball states that he refused to act "with the com-
mittee "because he supposed he might have an interest." 

Taking this statement as made, we can find in it no defence 
for Mr. Kimball ; for it amounts to nothing more than 
this : that after he had accepted his position as state 
director, he deliberately placed himself in a position 
which, in his own judgment, disqualified him to discharge 
a most responsible duty devolving upon him; viz., to act 
upon a committee to decide whether the interests of the 
Commonwealth would be prejudiced by the Ware River 
lease; -so that, in his own judgment, his private interests 
had unfitted him to hold his public oifice. 

W e think his action indefensible. I t appears, however, 
that though Mr. Kimball took no part upon the committee, 
and did not vote at the meetings of the directors where 
the subject was considered, for the reason above stated as 
given by him, he did act with the other state directors in 
voting at the stockholders' meeting upon the stock of the 
Commonwealth, when the lease would not .have been con-
firmed but for the action of the state directors. The 
Committee are unable to see the distinctions which existed 
in the mind of Mr. Kimball, leading him to consider it 
wrong to vote at the meetings of the directors, and right 
to vote upon the state stock in the stockholders' meeting. 

No one can doubt that Mr. Kimball could have received 
from Mr. Chapin payment of his loan in cash if he had 
desired it, and if he received stock instead of cash, that 
he preferred the stock; he received about 282 shares of 
the stock at $70 per share,—the amount they had cost 
Mr. Chapin about the time the lease was made; and 
though it may well be that no one then foresaw that the 
stock would appreciate to 112, it is impossible to doubt 
that Mr. Kimball preferred the stock rather than cash, 
because he expected it to appreciate in value ; and viewing 
his conduct as that of a high public official, we feel that it 
should be severely condemned. 

If, moreover, the course of Mr. Kimball was proper, it 
would have been equally proper for all of the state direct-
ors to acquire an interest which would disqualify them to 
act for the Commonwealth in the meetings of the directors, 
thus leaving the State without any representation. 

The vote upon the shares of the Commonwealth was 
cast b}r four of the state directors; viz., Messrs. Kimball, 
Chadwick, Carpenter and Murray; one of whom, Mr. 



Murray, had never been over the road; another of whom, 
Mr. Chad wick, doubted about the lease ; and the third of 
whom, Mr. Carpenter, knew nothing about it. 

The Committee think the action of Messrs. Carpenter 
and Chadwick, in voting for the State in favor of the'lease, 
is indefensible. So much for the conduct of the state 
directors as officials of the Commonwealth. 

We pass now to the general questions affecting the 
acquisition of the Ware River road. 

Upon the whole evidence, the Committee are satisfied 
that the road was sufficiently valuable to the Boston and 
Albany to make it important for the latter to control i t ; 
that, tal ling into account its original cost, and the earnings 
which it had made during the nine months prior to the 
lease, it would have seemed, in 1873 and 1874, to any 
reasonable man, a valuable piece of railroad property, and, 
in view of the possible increase of business, one likely to 
rapidly appreciate in value. 

Finding, therefore, that its acquisition was reasonable, 
it only remains for us to consider whether in its acquisition 
any one of the directors has used his personal influence as 
such director to further his personal interests. 

The Committee find that it was generally understood by 
the directors of the Boston and Albany, that the motive of 
Mr. Chapin in acquiring control of the Ware River Rail-
road, was to prevent its passing into the hands of persons 
hostile to the Boston and Albany, and that this was Mr. 
Chapin's real purpose ; but they find that Mr. Chapin was, 
in no sense, the agent of the Boston and Albany in 
making the purchase, and they consider that he was in no 
respect accountable to that corporation, from the mere 
fact that he had secured control of the Ware River, and 
became the owner of a large number of its bonds. The 
risk of the enterprise was his, not that of the Boston and 
Albany; the money used was his own, and we are satisfied 
that if nothing further had been done by Mr. Chapin, than 
to buy some of the bonds of the Ware River, no just 
complaint could have been made against him. 

The next question is, whether Mr. Chapin, being 
president of the Boston and Albany, and having acquired 
an interest in the Ware River, has improperly used his 
position in the former in negotiating the lease. 

As to this, we think it clear that, after Mr. Chapin 
accepted his office as director and president of the Boston 



and Albany, he had no right to place himself in a posi-
tion which would disqualify him for his t rus t ; and 
although, as we have said, Mr. Kimball was a public 
officer, much of the reasoning which we have used with 
regard to him is applicable to Mr. Chapin. The stock-
holders of the Boston and Albany, in choosing the board 
of directors of which he was the most prominent member, 
had the right to assume that he would not so disqualify 
himself, and the moment he found himself so disqualified, 
it became his duty to resign. 

We find, however, that when the lease was discussed in 
the meetings of the board, on December 17, 1873, and 
December 23, 1873, Mr. Chapin left the chair, and Mr. 
Lincoln presided. W h y ? Because Mr. Chapin had 
acquired such a personal interest, that he could not, in his 
own estimation, continue to act as president. 

So, too, in the stockholders' meeting it was stated that 
Mr. Lincoln would preside instead of Mr. Chapin. 

Mr. Chapin's duty as director of the Boston and Albany 
was to secure the lowest possible rental in the Ware Rivet-
lease ; his duty as director of the Ware River was to 
secure the highest possible renta l ; the obligations of each 
position were of the same kind, and they seem to us 
essentially and radically inconsistent with each other; and 
while, therefore, the mere ownership of the stock of the 
Ware River was not objectionable, it was certainly im-
proper for Mr. Chapin to remain a director in the Ware 
River after the two corporations began to negotiate 
together. 

In this case, three of the thirteen directors had dis-
qualified themselves from acting; why might not five, or 
seven, or nine of them have done the same, upon the same 
principle, and thus have left the stockholders with only a 
small minority of the full board to act for them in coping 
with the other corporation, officered in part by the very 
men whom they themselves had chosen ? 

W e think a simple statement of these facts is, in itself, 
a rebuke. 

The argument of the Attorney-General upon this part of 
the case was, that Mr. Chapin was throughout acting 
simply for the Boston and Albany Railroad, and that he 
was culpable because the terms of the lease as finally 
adopted were much too favorable to the Ware River; but 
it is apparent that Mr. Chapin's obligations as director of 



the Ware River were jus t as binding upon him as his 
obligations as director of the Boston and Albany, both 
legally and morally ; and he was certainly culpable when 
he placed himself in a position where it was his duty to 
fulfil two utterly inconsistent t rusts . In this state of 
affairs, it is difficult to define the exact measure of his 
responsibility to each corporation ; but the definition is 
unnecessary, because we find that he did use his position 
in the Boston and Albany to fur ther his private interest, 
and that , even when judged by the standard evidently 
existing in his own mind at the time, his conduct must be 
condemned. 

The effect of the lease was to give a stable, definite 
value to the stock of the Ware River Railroad, making it, 
so far as safety alone was concerned, superior even to the 
Boston and Albany, and it is important to consider care-
fully Mr. Chapin's action in the negotiations as bearing 
upon his interest in the Ware River road. 

In the directors' meeting of December 23, 1873, he 
appears as the agent of the Ware River, communicating 
the offer to accept the terms of the Boston and Albany 
with a slight modification ; while he had previously 
practically admitted his responsibility to the Boston and 
Albany in his proposition to transfer his interest upon 
receipt of his outlay and seven per cent. These illustra-
tions sufficiently show the impropriety of his action. 

I t was argued, that Mr . Chapiu was willing to discharge 
his full duty to the Boston and Albany, and that this is 
shown in his proposition jus t referred to ; that the only 
reason this was not done was that Mr. Gillett advised that 
the road could not legally acquire the stock of the Ware 
River ; and while this matter is of great importance, 
because it proves that Mr. Chapin, in balancing in his own 
mind his duties to the two corporations was inclined to 
regard that to the Boston and Albany as paramount, yet 
upon the whole evidence, we are of the opinion that this 
argument for Mr. Chapin is not satisfactory. Granting 
that the law of Massachusetts, as Mr. Gillett advised, 
would not allow one corporation to own stock in another, 
—and there is no doubt that Mr. Gillett Avas right,—there 
was still a way in which the result desired might have 
been attained. 

Application might have been made to the Legislature of 
1874 for special authority to hold the stock ; and granting 



that, as claimed by the counsel of the corporation, the 
application would have been probably refused, it could not 
have caused much delay to make the attempt, and it might 
have been successful. We think the trial should have 
been made. 

But this is not of very great importance ; for, if Mr. 
Chapin felt that his interest in the Ware River was, in 
any sense, the property of the Boston and Albany, he 
might have taken a very different course in regard to the 
very lease which was finally adopted. In explanation of 
the reason why the rental was finally fixed upon $750,000, 
the par value of the whole stock of the Ware River, at 
$100 a share, when the stock of Mr. Chapin and his 
friends had only cost them about $70 a share, it was urged 
that Mr. Chapin had not himself a majority of the Ware 
River stock; that Messrs. May and King and the other 
stockholders in the Ware River would not agree to any 
lower rental than was finally adopted ; that Mr. Chapin 
had to discharge his duty to the Ware River people as 
well as to the Boston and Albany ; that a minority of the 
Ware River stockholders, however small, could enforce 
their objections to an unreasonable lease in a court of 
equity, and that, therefore, the course taken was the only 
one possible. 

W e think, however, the explanation fails; for even 
granting all these premises, and assuming that no lower 
rental could have been agreed upon, the fact remains, 
that if Mr. Chapin felt that, from his peculiar relation to 
the Boston and Albany, all he personally was entitled to 
was his actual outlay and interest thereon at seven per 
cent., it became a matter of simple arithmetical calcula-
tion, after the lease was adopted, to determine what sum 
of money he should pay the Boston and Albany. 

It was urged, however, by the counsel for the corpora-
tion, that Ware River stock, even after the lease, was 
only worth about $80 a share (evidence being offered of 
one sale as low as $75 a share) ; that the transaction can 
only be fairly judged by considering all the circumstances 
existing at t lie time the lease was made ; and that the sub-
sequent rise in the value of the stock was not foreseen, and 
can only be explained by the extraordinary prostration of 
business, and the tendency of investors to secure absolute 
safety for their principal, rather than a large income. 

We trust we fully appreciate the importance of this 



suggestion. I t is true, that great weight should be given 
to it, and we have endeavored to keep it fully in mind; 
but we think it is unnecessary for us to determine whether 
the stock was worth more than $80 a share; because, 
assuming that it was only worth that amount (the most 
favorable hypothesis for Mr. Chapin), there was still a 
large sum of money in his hands which he might have 
paid to the Boston and Albany, and still have received his 
outlay and seven per cent, thereon. 

Mr. Chapin tells us that the average cost of his Ware 
River stock at the time of the lease was $70 per share, 
including interest to that t ime; after the lease this stock 
was worth $80 in the market, and, as Mr. Chapin held 
about 2,900 shares, he could have paid the Boston and 
Albany the sum of $29,000, and still have received his 
original outlay and seven per cent, thereon, the lowest 
annual rental of live per cent, upon the par value of $100 
a share being more than seven per cent, upon $70 a share. 

It is true that he would have incurred the risk of depre-
ciation below $80 a share ; but as the stock after a few 
years became a seven per cent, stock, free of taxes, such 
depreciation was practically impossible, and cannot be 
seriously considered; the chance of depreciation being 
infinitesimal as compared with that of appreciation. We 
find, therefore, that when Mr. Chapin, instead of giving 
place, by resignation, to somebody who could fully dis-
charge his duty as director and president, attended the 
directors' meetings at which the rental was adjusted, act-
ing in part for each corporation, and making a large per-
sonal profit by the lease, which profit he might have paid 
directly to the Boston and Albany if he wished, he used 
his position as director in the Boston and Albany to 
further his personal interest. 

These observations apply to Messrs. Sargent and 
Kimball, as well as to Mr. Chapin, except that neither of 
them were directors in the Ware River. 

The vote of the stockholders of the Boston and Albany, 
in their meeting of January 6, in favor of the lease, was 
strongly relied upon by the counsel for the corporation in 
justification of Mr. Chapin and his friends, and it is 
certainly a circumstance in favor of Mr. Chapin, that at 
this special meeting, called for the purpose of acting upon 
the lease, it was openly disclosed that he had an interest 
in the Ware River road, which was adverse to the Boston 



and Albany; but, as we have said before, we think that 
the circumstances under which the vote upon the stock of 
the Commonwealth was cast were reprehensible, and, as 
Mr. Chapin was fully aware of Mr. Kimball's position, 
and as the lease would not have been confirmed without 
the vote upon the stock of the Commonwealth, we cannot 
give any great weight to this matter in excuse or justifi-
cation. 

Another matter connected with the Ware River Railroad 
transaction remains to be considered. I t was urged by 
the Attorney-General in his closing argument, that while 
the Ware River road was ostensibly completed by Messrs. 
Chapin and Rumrill, the Boston and Albany had, in effect, 
to bear the burden of the expense, because Mr. Chapin 
borrowed the money which he used in the completion 
from the Chapin Banking and Trust Company in Spring-
field, during a period when the Boston and Albany had a 
very large deposit in that company, upon which no 
interest was paid to it. He argued further from the list 
of the stockholders of the trust company (Appendix, p. 
479), that as most of the directors of the Boston and 
Albany held stock, they improperly received profits from 
the deposit of the Boston and Albany upon which no 
interest was paid. W e think it, however, our duty to 
state that no evidence as to this matter was introduced 
before us, that no allusion was made to it before the 
argument of the Attorney-General, and that since his 
argument we have been assured by the counsel for the 
corporation that the Attorney-General was mistaken as to 
the facts, and certain papers furnished to us by the 
counsel for the corporation as showing the real state of 
affairs, are printed at the close of our Report (page 39) 
and preceding the general appendix. We believe the 
statements of these papers to be true. 

As to the legal rights of the Boston and Albany, or of 
the Commonwealth itself as a stockholder therein, against 
the parties, the Committee express no opinion ; believing 
that only the courts, whose judgments are the law, can 
properly define them; but as the Attorney-General, the 
chief law officer of- the Commonwealth, has expressed, in 
his argument before us, the opinion that a suit might be 
maintained upon the facts developed, we recommend the 
passage of the accompanying Resolve, in order that he 
may take action, if he shall decide it to be judicious so to 
do. 



B I L L S O P L A D I N G , E T C . 

In relation to the matters of guaranteed bills of lading, 
construction and expense accounts, amount of dividends, 
wages of employés, and holding monthly meetings of 
directors, the Committee do not deem it necessary to 
enlarge. Those matters of general railroad administration 
must be left , in a great degree, to the managers of the 
railroad, but the Committee believe it was equally the right 
and the duty of Mr. Hayes to express his views thereon 
in his report to the Legislature. The Committee see no 
reason to question the correctness of the general principles 
in regard to these matters laid down by Mr. Hayes in his 
report , but as the investigation, under the conduct of the 
Attorney-General , was directed to certain other statements 
in the report , affecting the fidelity and integrity of certain 
officers of the Boston and Albany Railroad, the Committee 
have confined themselves to the points thus prominently 
brought forward. 

T I L L Y H A Y N E S , 

Of the Senate. 

M O S E S W I L L I A M S , J R . , 
S A M ' L R . H E Y W O O D , 
R E U B E N N O B L E , 
S A M U E L D . S A W I N , 

Of the House. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

RESOLVE instructing the Attorney-General to institute Proceedings 
against certain Officials of the Boston and Albany Railroad. 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General , with the approval 
of the Governor and Council, is hereby instructed to take 
such action, and institute such proceedings, as he shall 
deem advisable for the recovery, on behalf of the Common-
wealth, of its interest in any moneys or other property 
belonging to the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, 
in the hands of any officer, director, agent or employé 
thereof, and for the preservation and protection of the 
rights and property of the Commonwealth and other stock-
holders there in ; and he is authorized to employ such 
assistance, legal or otherwise, as he may consider neces-
sary, subject to the approval of the Governor and Council, 

u 



the expense thereof to be paid out of any moneys in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

C O M M O N W E A L T H O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S . 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, April 2 4 , 1 8 7 6 . 

The Committee on Railroads, to whom was referred the 
report of Francis B. Hayes, one of the state directors of 
the Boston and Albany Railroad, and an order in relation 
thereto,— 

Ordered, That the Committee on Railroads be instructed to 
make a thorough investigation of the matters relating to the 
Boston and Albany Railroad, contained in the report of Francis 
B. Hayes, Esq., a state director, and report how far the state-
ments and charges therein are correct ; when and how far an 
ex-state director referred to was ever remiss in his full duty as 
such in furthering the interests of the people of this Common-
wealth as required by statute or otherwise ; and also, when and 
how far he, or any other director, ever used his influence as a 
director of said corporation to farther his personal interests; 
and for that purpose said Committee have authority to send for 
persons and papers,"— 

Having given all parties in interest a full hearing, and 
having carefully and thoroughly considered the subject in 
all its bearings, beg leave to submit the following report :— 

In relation to the matters of guaranteed bills of lading, 
construction and expense accounts, dividends, wages of 
employés, and of holding monthly meetings of directors, 
the Committee do not deem it necessary to enlarge. These 
matters of general railroad administration must be left, in 
a great degree, to the managers of the railroad, but the 
Committee believe it was equally the right and the duty of 
Mr. Hayes to express his views thereon in his report to 
the Legislature. The Committee see no reason to question 
the correctness of the general principles in regard to these 
matters laid down by Mr. Hayes in his report , but as the 
investigation, under the conduct of the Attorney-General , 
whose assistance throughout the entire case the Committee 
desire to acknowledge, was directed to certain other state-
ments in the report , affecting the fidelity and integrity of 
certain officers of the Boston and Albany Railroad, the 
Committee have confined themselves to the points thus 
prominently brought forward. 



In dealing with the questions presented to them, the 
Committee deem it of the very highest importance that the 
general principles which should govern all officers charged 
with the duty of administering great public trusts, should 
be first clearly enunciated. Amid the complication of 
business interests, and when public attention is not directly 
called to the questions in issue, abuses are apt to creep in, 
and it is well to pause occasionally and see whether we 
are not drifting away from that high standard which the 
people have a right to insist shall be maintained by their 
public officials. Nothing tends more directly to promote 
and to maintain the efficiency and honesty of those engaged 
in the public service than a just and impartial criticism of 
their actions which, while rendering exact justice to all, 
shall test their conduct by those principles of public 
morality which all agree cannot be departed from without 
danger to the individual and to the State. 

A president or director of a railroad corporation, in 
accepting the trust at the hands of the stockholders, puts 
himself in the position of a trustee, in whose keeping a 
trust property is placed. On this point there can be no 
conflict of opinion. I t is the well-settled principle of law. 
He is bound, by his acceptance of the trust , to so manage 
the property that all profits arising from its use shall inure 
to the advantage of those whose trustee he is. He is. not 
allowed to use the property for his own personal profit, 
even if, at the same time, his trust also profits by the 
transaction. A trustee who uses the trust fund in an 
improper speculation must account for all the profits to 
the trust, although, if a loss be the result, the trustee is 
himself personally responsible, and cannot charge it to 
the trust fund. These are not only the principles of law, 
but they are equally the principles of sound morality. 

Now, apply these principles to the questions before us. 
Let us take, first, the— 

G R A V E L CONTRACT. 

Mr. Hayes says, in his report, that a state director— 
referring, it is admitted, to Mr. Moses Kimball, of Boston 
—seems to have " profited largely by purchasing land 
adjacent to the track of the road, when the company did 
not choose to buy it, and selling the gravel from it to a 
contractor, who required, in order to haul the gravel, the 
construction of a third track for a distance of about five 
miles." The facts in this case, briefly stated, are these: 



In the fall of 1869, Mr. Charles Barrett, of Somerville 
(Appendix, p. 225), bonded a piece of land in Brighton, 
adjoining the Boston and Albany road, for $40,000, and 
applied, without success, to the Legislature of 1870 for 
authority to construct a railroad for the transportation of 
the gravel to Boston. After his failure to secure such 
authority, he applied to Vice-President Lincoln to see if 
any arrangements could be made with the Boston and 
Albany road; but Mr. Lincoln declined to act in the 
matter, and referred him to Mr. Kimball. Mr. Barrett 
had several interviews with Mr. Kimball, which finally 
resulted in the purchase of the Brighton lands by Mr. 
Kimball, there being an agreement in writing between 
Messrs. Barrett and Kimball in relation to the profits of 
the transaction. A contract wa$ then executed between 
Mr. Kimball and Mr. N. C. Munson for the sale of the 
gravel (Appendix, p. 232), and Mr. Munson, upon appli-
cation to Mr. Lincoln, succeeded in making arrangements 
by which the Boston and Albany Railroad agreed to haul the 
gravel over a third track from Brighton to Boston, con-
structed for that purpose at the expense of the corporation. 
From this transaction, it is admitted Mr. Kimball made a 
net profit of about $30,000. The question for the Com-
mittee to determine is, whether such a transaction was a 
proper one on the part of Mr. Kimball, a state director. 

The Committee believe that it was not a transaction that 
a public official like Mr. Kimball should have engaged in, 
and that the moment he entered upon it, he was liable to 
be placed in a position where his private interest would be 
adverse to the interest of his trust. Although it appears 
that Mr. Munson was not favored by the road in the matter 
of rates, yet it may well be thought that the knowledge 
that Mr. Kimball was one of the active directors of the 
Boston and Albany road may have influenced both Mr. 
Barrett and Mr. Munson in making their contracts with 
Mr. Kimball. It seems to the Committee that a director 
elected by the Legislature to guard the interests of the 
Commonwealth should not place himself in such a position; 
the tendency of his so doing is to degrade the public ser-
vice, and to lower the standard of public morality. 

O W N E R S H I P OP STOCK BY A STATE D I R E C T O R . 

Another statement in the report of Mr. Hayes, is, that 
" one who has been many years a state director seems to 



bave been interested in the stock [of the Boston and 
Albany Railroad] while in office." The Committee find 
that certain shares of stock of that corporation have stood 
in the name of Mr. Moses Kimball, a state director. Pa r t 
of the time the stock stood in the name of Moses Kimball, 
trustee. I t appears from the evidence that Mr. Kimball 
was in the habit of pledging the stock to secure loans, and 
that he treated it in all respects as if it were his own. 

The Resolve of 1866, chap. 90, provides that "no person 
shall hereafter be eligible as a state director of the Western 
Railroad Corporation who is in the employ of said corpora-
tion, or who owns stock therein." 

The statute of 1873, chap. 226, provides that "hereaf te r 
no person shall be eligible to the office of state director in 
any railroad corporation, who is in the employ of said cor-
poration, or who owns stock therein." The Committee 
are of opinion that Mr. Kimball was within both the letter 
and spirit of the Resolve of 1866 ; that as it was directly 
applicable to him as state director of the Western Railroad 
Corporation, from its passage until the Act of consolidation 
(statute of 1867, chap. 270) took effect, so also it was 
directly applicable to him as a state director of the Boston 
and Albany Railroad after the consolidation. In the judg-
ment of the Committee, all the legal obligations of the 
persons holding the office of state directors of the Western 
Railroad before the consolidation, were legally and morally 
binding upon Mr. Kimball af ter the consolidation. They 
also think that he was—even adopting his own statement, 
that the stock was bought with his wife's money—the legal 
owner of the stock while it stood in his name, in violation 
of the statute. I t was undoubtedly subject to attachment 
for his debts under the decisions of the supreme court, and 
his legal ownership of it was jus t as much in violation of 
the purpose and intent of the framers of the statute as if 
he had held the Avhole title, b'otli legal and equitable. 

The Committee believe that Mr. Kimball held his office 
of state director in violation of law, and that for a person 
in his position to seek by indirection to evade a statute 
that the State has enacted as a safe-guard of her interests, 
is an offence, and a grave one. 

T H E L E A S E OF T H E W A R E R I V E R RAILROAD. 

The subject treated of in the report of Mr. Hayes, which 
from its importance received most attention at the hands 



of the Committee, was the leasing of the Ware River Rail-
road by the Boston and Albany Railroad. The Committee 
do not question the wisdom of obtaining such a lease, 
upon proper terms, by the Boston and Albany road. The 
Ware River Railroad extends from Palmer, on the Boston 
and Albany Railroad, to Winchendon, a distance of about 
fifty miles. In June, 1872, the road had cost about 
$1,500,000, one-half of that amount being in bonds secured 
by mortgage. In the summer of that year, the board of 
directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad discussed the 
propriety of obtaining control of the road, and came to 
the unanimous conclusion that it was desirable to do so, 
the president, Mr. Chester W . Chapin, suggesting that in 
his opinion " the road could be got possession of, so that 
in the end it might become tributary to the Boston and 
Albany road." Mr. Lincoln, in his pamphlet addressed 
to the stockholders (Appendix, p. 132), says in regard to 
obtaining possession of this road, that " i t was suggested 
as the only practicable way that if the president could and 
would secure a controlling interest in it, the directors 
would favor a lease of the road upon fair terms." At that 
time, it appeared that the directors understood that the 
Ware River roacl was to be secured in the interest of the 
Boston and Albany road. 

Acting upon the suggestion of his directors, Mr. Chapin 
went on and acquired a controlling interest in the Ware 
River Railroad, his method of obtaining such control being 
fully set forth in his evidence, appended hereto. He 
finished the road to Winchendon, and in the course of so 
doing borrowed of Mr. Moses Kimball $30,000, and of 
Mr. Ignatius Sargent $25,000. In obtaining control of 
the road, Mr. Chapin bought large amounts of the bonds 
at from fifty to seventy cents on the dollar, and a fore-
closure having been effected under the mortgage, the road 
was bought by Mr. Chapin for $375,000, permission hav-
ing been previously obtained from the Legislature of 1873 
to organize a new company, and turn the bonds into stock. 
The new company was organized with Mr. Rumrill, the 
son-in-law of Mr. Chapin, as president. Mr. Chapin now 
found himself, with his friends, in possession of a control-
ling interest in the Ware River Railroad, with a board of 
directors of his own selection. He had gone into the 
enterprise in the interest of the Boston and Albany Rail-
road, and the question now came of turning over his con-



trol to that road. Mr. Chapin first offered to turn over 
his interest in the road to the Boston and Albany road, if 
that corporation would pay him the money he had put into 
the enterprise, with interest at seven per cent. To this it 
was objected that special legislation would be necessary to 
enable the Boston and Albany road to hold the stock, and 
without making any application therefor, the conclusion 
was reached that the Legislature would not grant such 
authority. Then came the question of leasing the prop-
erty. What was Mr. Chapin's plain duty in the premises ? 
Clearly to secure a lease for his trust property on the most 
favorable terms, giving that property the benefit of any 
profit arising from the transaction. Instead of exerting 
himself to accomplish this, we find him refraining from 
giving his advice, on a point which was vital to the interest 
of those whose property he was managing, because he was 
an " interested party." If his desire was to turn over the 
Ware River road without profit, as he expressed himself 
willing to do, he was exactly the person to so arrange the 
terms of the lease that all his profits should go to the 
treasury of the Boston and Albany road. No one could 
cavil at this, or complain that the president was placing 
himself in an equivocal position. But we find Mr. Chapin 
standing aloof, making suggestions in regard to. the lease, 
but refraining from active participation in the matter. If , 
as suggested, he had placed himself under obligations to 
the other stockholders of the Ware River road, his obliga-
tions to the Boston and Albany stockholders were para-
mount. If the other stockholders of the Ware River road 
derived a pecuniary profit from the lease, there was nothing 
to prevent his turning over his own share at cost. I t was 
not necessary that he should make a profit because the 
other shareholders were benefited. He went into the 
matter in the interest of the Boston and Albany road, and 
instead of endeavoring to contrive some plan by which his 
interest could be turned over to that road, we find him 
refraining from acting in the matter because of the per-
sonal profit that he expected to derive from the lease. 

Mr. Lincoln says, that "if a legal right could have been 
obtained to purchase the road, or hold the bonds, the 
directors certainly made a mistake in not availing them-
selves of Mr. Chapin's offer to secure the property for the 
company." Why a mistake, if Mr. Chapin was honest in 
his offer, and was still ready to so arrange a lease that his 



profits should go to the treasury of the company ? If he 
was willing to turn over the property at what it cost him, 
if there was no legal obstacle in the way, why should not 
he be equally ready to lease the road without profit to 
himself and friends? Previous to the lease Mr. Chapin 
had settled with Messrs. Kimball and Sargent, giving Mr. 
Kimball 282 shares, and Mr. Sargent 235 shares, of the 
Ware River stock in payment for the loans advanced, 
besides a balance in cash. 

The Committee believe that Mr. Chapin, as trustee for 
the stockholders, had no right to place himself in a posi-
tion where his private interest contravened that of his 
trust. Let us follow it out, and see where it might lead. 
Not only was Mr. Chapin standing aloof in the matter of 
the lease, but Mr. Kimball, a state director, was pecunia-
rily interested, and he also stood aloof. Mr. Sargent, 
another director, had an interest, and he was debarred 
from acting. 

If it was proper for these directors to be interested in 
the profits to accrue from the lease, what rule was there to 
exclude the remaining directors, and what protection was 
there for the stockholders whose property was to be used 
to enhance the private gains of individual directors? 
Messrs. Chapin, Kimball and Sargent were the finance 
committee of the Boston and Albany road, and the most 
influential members of the board of directors. The stock-
holders had intrusted them with the management of the 
railroad because they were active and influential, and with 
no thought that in a matter of so much importance they 
would be found placing themselves in such a position, that 
their personal interests were adverse to the interests of 
the t rus t ; certainly with no thought that the Boston and 
Albany road was to be used to enhance the private gains 
of these directors. 

Mr. Kimball's position in regard to the lease was sonfe-
what different from that of either Mr. Chapin or Mr. Sar-
gent. He had been chosen by the State as the guardian 
of her property. The Legislature, trusting implicitly in 
his judgment and integrity, had placed him on the board 
of direction, and intrusted to his keeping the interest of 
the citizens of the State ; and in order that nothing should 
interfere to divert his mind or warp his judgment, had 
expressly provided that no such director should own the 
stock of the company. Here was a transaction which 



directly affected the interest of the State as the largest 
stockholder in the Boston and Albany road, and Mr. Kim-
ball had placed himself in a position where his private 
interest, and that no inconsiderable interest, was against 
the interest of the State, whose citizens relied upon him 
for protection. I t is no excuse that he refrained from act-
ing on the committee on the matter of the lease. Before 
entering upon such a transaction, he should have with-
drawn from the board, and allowed another to fill the place 
which by every principle of right and justice, and accord-
ing to the spirit of the statutes, he had vacated. 

Although Mr. Kimball withdrew from the committee on 
the lease, we find him voting on the stock of the State to 
approve and ratify it, thereby turning the scale in its favor. 
The Committee fail to discern by what principle of morals 
Mr. Kimball felt justified in voting on the shares of others 
when the result was pecuniary gain to himself, and obliged 
to refrain from acting with the board of directors in fixing 
the terms of the lease. The authority of the state direct-
ors to vote on the stock of the Commonwealth is derived 
from the Resolve of 1843. If, as Mr. Kimball's counsel 
suggested in his closing argument, the powers and duties 
of the directors of the Western Railroad were not con-
tinued by the Act of 1867, consolidating the Western 
Railroad with the Boston and Worcester, then there may be 
a question whether the Ware River lease has yet been 
legally ratified. 

If a trustee, using the property of his trust makes a 
profit thereby, he must, under the law, account for the 
profit to the trust fund. If these directors by using their 
trust property derived a profit, that profit belongs in the 
treasury of the Boston and Albany road. This question is 
one of vital importance to the people of the Common-
wealth. The Boston and Albany Railroad is the great 
trunk line of the Commonwealth. It has a capital very 
much in excess of that of any other railroad in the State, 
and to the officers of this corporation the officials of other 
railroads, and the people, look for an intelligent, faithful 
and honest administration. If they fail to do their whole 
duty and escape censure, what example shall wo have for 
the smaller corporations to follow ? If such a transaction 
as the leasing of the Ware River road, in the manner it 
was leased, is proper, it is right that the parties should be 
fully acquitted; if, on the other hand, as the Committee 
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believe, it was a breach of trust on the par t of these 
directors, it is equally important that it should be so 
decided by a tribunal whose opinions are the law of the 
land. In view of all the circumstances of the case, the 
Committee deem the best way of rendering exact justice to 
all parties is to submit the case to the proper legal tribunal 
for adjudication. They therefore recommend that the 
Attornpy-General be instructed to bring an action against 
these directors for the purpose of securing the profits 
of the lease to the treasury of the Boston and Albany 
road. Only by such a course can the matter be properly 
tested, and it is equally for the interest of these directors, 
if they believe they are right in their position, that such 
a course be pursued, and their conduct vindicated, as it is 
for the interest of the State that her public servants should 
be held to a strict accountability in the performance of 
official duties. 

EDWARD L . DAVIS , 

Of the Senate. 

G E O R G E O . FAIRBANKS, 
J O E L K N A P P , 
CHAS. S . OSGOOD, 

Of the House. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

RESOLVE instructing the Attorney-General to institute Proceedings 
against certain Officials of the Boston and Albany Railroad. 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General, with the approval 
of the Governor and Council, is hereby instructed to take 
such action, and institute such proceedings, as he shall deem 
advisable for the recovery, on behalf of the Common-
wealth, of its interest in any moneys or other property 
belonging to the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, 
in the hands of any officer, director, agent or employé 
thereof, and for the preservation and protection of the 
rights and property of the Commonwealth and other stock-
holders therein ; and he is authorized to employ such 
assistance, legal or otherwise, as he may consider neces-
sary, subject to the approval of the Governor and Council, 
the expense thereof to be paid out of any moneys in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, April 24, 1876. 
The Committee on Railroads, to whom was referred the 

report of the Hon. Francis B. Hayes, a state director of the 
Boston and Albany Railroad, and who also were instructed 
by special order of the Legislature " to make a thorough 
investigation of the matters relating to the Boston and 
Albany Railroad, contained in the report of Francis B. 
Hayes, Esq . , a state director, and report how far the state-
ments and charges therein are correct ; when and how far 
an ex-state director referred to was ever remiss in his full 
duty as such in fur ther ing the interests of the people of 
this Commonwealth as required by statute or otherwise ; 
and also when and how far he or any other director ever 
used his influence as a director of said corporation to 
further his personal interests, and for that purpose said 
Committee have authority to send for persons and papers, 
and that the Attorney-General or his assistant be requested 
to appear before said Committee in the interest of the 
Commonwealth," submit the following repor t :— 

The Committee desire to express their obligations for 
the valuable assistance rendered by the Attorney-General 
throughout the investigation, he having attended all the 
hearings, and by his examination of the witnesses and his 
remarks at the close of the evidence greatly aided your 
Committee in the performance of their duties. 

They find, in the first place, that Mr. Hayes, in making 
his report as he did, and at the time he did, simply per-
formed his duty in the spirit and letter of the statute 
under which he was chosen a state director of the Boston 
and Albany Railroad. I t is the judgment of the Committee 
that the opinions, statements, recommendations and con-
clusions of Mr. Hayes in regard to cheap transportation, 
guaranteed bills of lading, construction and expense 
accounts, dividends, wages of employés, holding of stated 
monthly meetings by directors, and other general princi-
ples of railroad administration, are sound and opportune, 
conservative alike of the best interests of the corporation 
and of the State, its largest stockholder. 

The Committee find the statement of the report , " that 
one who has been many years a state director seems to 
have been interested in the stock while in office, it stand-



ing oil the books of the company either in his brother's 
name as trustee, or in his own name as trustee, or directly 
in his own name, or pledged by him to another as collat-
eral security for money borrowed by him, or held in the 
name of his wife," justified and verified by the evidence. 
By the evidence submitted with this Report (Appendix, 
pages 115, 116, 117, 118) it is clear beyond question that 
since the Resolve of 1866 took effect, Mr. Kimball held 
the office of state director in defiance and violation of law, 
and that every time he was elected to that office he was 
every time ineligible. I t moreover appears by the evi-
dence, that while holding the office of state director, he did, 
as Mr. Hayes in his report states, " profit largely by pur-
chasing land adjacent to the track of the road when the 
company did not choose to buy, and selling the gravel 
from it to a contractor who required, in order to haul the 
gravel, the construction of a third track over the road for 
a distance of several miles, at a cost of about $75,000." 
The details of the transaction may be found on pages 118, 
119,120, 121, 125, 126, 127, 128,129, 130, 131,132,133 
and 134 of the Appendix. There could be no profitable 
issue to this speculation except as the Boston and Albany 
Railroad became a party in i t ; the most important element 
and factor of it. And when Mr. Kimball took a large 
private interest in the enterprise, he put himself in a 
position where his private interest must conflict with his 
public duty as a state director. It was his duty as a state 
director to secure for the road and the State the largest 
possible benefit from the enterprise ; it was for his private 
interest to secure the transportation of the gravel at the 
lowest possible rate. Between the two interests there is, 
of necessity, an inevitable conflict; and, therefore, in law 
and reason, they are never allowed to centre in one and 
the same individual. 

Therefore, that a state director should appear in this 
transaction, sharing the profits with the road and with the 
contractors, Barrett and Munson (that share being the con-
siderable sum of $30,000), seems to the Committee, not 
an impropriety merely, but a grave dereliction of duty. 
Such a mingling of public trust and private interest admits 
of no defence. It deserves censure, and demands resti-
tution. 

The final and most important topic of Mr. Hayes' report 
is the leasing of the Ware River Railroad. In 1872, this 



was a bankrupt corporation. Its road, as projected, 
extended from Palmer to Winchendon, a distance of about 
fifty miles. It had been completed to Gilbertville, a 
distance of sixteen miles. In 1872, it was thought desir-
able that tins road should be acquired for the Boston and 
Albany Railroad. Mr. Chapin said (Appendix, page 18) 
that " i t was the unanimous opinion of all the board that it 
was a desirable piece of property for us to obtain." Mr. 
Lincoln said (Appendix, page" 131) the directors were 
unanimously of the opinion that it would be for the inter-
est and protection of the Boston and Albany road to obtain 
the possession and control of this road ; but, inasmuch as 
" the company could not itself purchase the road or the 
bonds, and as the only practicable way, it was suggested 
that, if the president could and would secure a controlling 
interest in it, the directors would favor a lease of the road 
upon fair terms." (Appendix, page 132.) Under this 
authority, Mr. Chapin did obtain control of the road, and, 
as he himself says, in the interest of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad (Appendix, pages 21, 23) ; although, when 
recalled by his counsel (Appendix, page 379), he denied 
that he acted as its agent. To this end, he bought large 
amounts of the bonds of the Ware River Railroad at from 
fifty to about seventy cents on the dollar. So did his 
son-in-law, Mr. Rumrill. Mr. Kimball, a state director, 
assisted him in the undertaking, loaning him §30,000 ; and 
Mr. Sargent, a stock director, also assisted him, loaning 
him $50,000; and both received their pay chiefly in the 
new stock into which the bonds were converted, after the 
sale of the road and the foreclosure of the mortgage of the 
road given to secure the bonds. They received the stock, 
as Mr. Chapin stated, at the average price it had cost 
him. Mr. Rumrill was made president of the new 
company. 

The road was completed from Gilbertville to Winchen-
don, and then leased to the Boston and Albany Railroad for 
999 years, under a covenant of the Boston and Albany to 
pay the cost of completing the road, equip it, run it, 
assume and pay all its obligations and a rental of 5 per 
cent, the first year, 5 -̂ the second, 6 the third, 6 | the 
fourth and 7 per cent, thereafter, semi-annually, upon the 
capital stock ($750,000), free of all taxes and assessments 
forever, and in addition $500 annually to maintain the 
corporate existence of the Ware River Railroad. This 



lease immediately appreciated the value of the stock and 
bonds of the Ware River Railroad. Mr. Kimball testified 
that at the time he was under examination the stock was 
worth 112. (Appendix, page 112.) From this large 
increase in value, Mr. Chapin, his family and friends 
reaped a rich harvest of profit. But the harvest grew 
directly from the lease. The lease is the seed. The Bos-
ton and Albany Railroad planted it, and has got to cultivate 
it. I t has to bear the burden, and it, and it alone, should 
receive the profit. No agent of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad, be he president or director, no state director 
acting as a trustee of the Commonwealth's interest in that 
r o a d s h o u l d be allowed to make a private gain and profit 
out of that lease. The Committee fully agree with Mr. 
Hayes in his report (page 11) that it is improper for a 
director—certainly for a state director—to embark in any 
private enterprise which requires for its success the action 
of the directors of which he is one. And again (page 15), 
that no private interests should be subserved by the man-
agers of our property at the expense of the stockholders 
and the public generally, and that superior officers should 
set the example of fidelity and disinterestedness to all their 
subordinates. And , finally, the Committee agree with 
Mr. Hayes (page 16) , that some method can be devised 
so that the Boston and Albany Railroad can legally receive 
all the advantages it is justly entitled to in the well-known 
and now somewhat notorious transactions of the gravel 
bank and the Ware River Railroad. The Committee 
therefore recommend to the Legislature the passage of the 
following Resolves. 

A L B E R T P A L M E R , 

Of the Senate. 

F R E D ' K P . M O S E L E Y , 

Of the House. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

RESOLVES concerning certain Officials of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad. 

W H E R R A S , It appears that Moses Kimball, while a state 
director in the Boston and Albany Railroad, was the owner 



of sundry shares in the stock of said road, contrary to the 
statute in such case made and provided,— 

1. Resolved, That this violation of law by said Kimball 
is without justification or excuse. 

W H E R E A S , I t appears that Moses Kimball, while a state 
director in the Boston and Albany Railroad, availed him-
self of his position as such director to become a party to 
contracts for the purchase of land and the sale of gravel, 
and obtained thereby the sum of thirty thousand dollars as 
profits, which should have inured to the treasury of said 
road,— 

2. Resolved, That in so doing said Kimball violated the 
trust reposed in him when elected to said office, and that 
he now' retains said thirty thousand dollars contrary to 
equity and good conscience. 

W H E R E A S , I t appears that Moses Kimball, while a state 
director in the Boston and Albany Railroad, was placed 
upon a committee of the directors for the purpose of acquir-
ing the Ware River Railroad in the interest and for the 
benefit of the Boston and Albany road ; and subsequently, 
and while a member of said committee, became privately 
interested in the acquisition of said Ware River road for 
his own gain, ceasing to act upon said committee; and 
thereafterwards as state director voted upon the shares 
owned by the Commonwealth to ratify a lease between 
said roads from which he has derived and appropriated to 
his own use large profits,— 

3. Resolved, That the conduct of said Kimball, in this 
behalf, was a gross violation of his duty to the state and 
stockholders whose trustee he was, and that he was thereby 
guilty of malfeasance in his said office. 

AVIIEREAS, I t appears that Chester W . Chapin, a director 
and the president of the Boston and Albany Railroad, and 
Ignatius Sargent, another director in said road, partici-
pated with said Moses Kimball in procuring a lease to be 
made between the Ware River road and the Boston and 
Albany road, which was intended to inure to the private 
emolument of said Chapin, Sargent and Kimball, and thus 
to the injury of the stockholders of the Boston and Albany 
road, whose agents and trustees they were,— 

4. Resolved, That in so doing said Chapin, Sargent and 
Kimball have been guilty of a violation of their official 
duty ; have perverted the trust and confidence reposed in 
them to their private ends, in contravention of equity and 



good morals ; and that said Chapin, Sargent and Kimball 
deserve and should receive therefor, the censure and con-
demnation of all high-minded and honorable men. 

5. Iiesolved, That the Attorney-General is hereby in-
structed to take such action, and institute such proceedings 
as he shall deem advisable for the recovery of any moneys 
or other property belonging to the Boston and Albany 
Railroad Company, in the hands of any officer, director, 
agent or employé thereof, and for the preservation and 
protect ion of the rights and property of the Commonwealth 
and other stockholders therein ; and he is authorized to 
employ such assistance, legal or otherwise, as he may 
consider necessary, subject to the approval of the Governor 
and Council, the expense thereof to be paid out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

A communication was received from the Clerk of the 
House, announcing that 

Bins rejected by The Senate bills, the House. „, . . . -, 
lo enable towns to vote m wards ; 

Relating to pawnbrokers, had severally been rejected 
by that branch. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of Hampden,— 
Prorogat ion. Ordered, That a committee be appointed, to be joined, 

to consist of three on the part of the Senate, with such as 
the House may join, to wait upon His Excellency the 
Governor, and inform him that the two branches have 
disposed of all the public business that has been referred 
to them, and to request him, with the advice and consent 
of Council, to prorogue them to the Tuesday next preceding 
the first Wednesday in January next. 

And Messrs. Robinson of Hampden, Sargent and Uacey 
were appointed the committee on the part of the Senate. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

And Messrs. King of Boston, Allen of Boston, Searle of 
Grafton, Parker of Milford, Coggshall of Fitchburg, Sand-
ford of Ware , Clark of Lee, and Stevens of Braintree, are 
joined. 

Subsequently, Mr. Robinson of Hampden, from the 
above-named committee, reported that they had attended 
to the duty assigned them, and that the Governor was 
pleased to say that ho congratulated the two Houses on 



the early completion of their labors and his wishes for 
their safe return to their homes. 

The Governor further informed (he committee that he 
would forthwith, through the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, communicate with the two branches of the 
Legislature. 

Soon after, the Secretary came in, and informed the 
Senate that His Excellency had signed 247 bills and 57 
resolves, and returned, with his objections thereto, to the 
branch in which each originated, a bill to confirm the mar-
riage of James Parton and Ellen Willis Eldridge ; and 

A bill to regulate the sale of intoxicating liquors. 
And the Secretary further informed the Senate, that in 

accordance with the request of the two branches, it was 
his pleasure, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Council, to prorogue them to the Tuesday next preceding 
the first Wednesday of January next. 

And the General Court was prorogued accordingly. 

A t t e s t : 
S T E P H E N N. GIFFORD, 

Clerk of the Senate. 




