
To supply the village of Attleborough with water for 
the extinguishment of fires, and for other purposes. 

Relating to the dissolution of certain attachments by trustee process. 
Giving stable-keepers a lien upon horses for their charges. 
Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, on 

the report of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
reported a resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Agricult-
ural College, and the same was referred to the committee 
011 the Treasury. 

Adjourned. 

Birds, etc. 

Useful fishes. 

Woman's advis-ory board of Char. Inst 'ns. 

Franklin Co. 

Sunderland Bridge. 

Standard weights, etc., 

Philip Hackey. 
James Burke. 

MONDAY, April 2, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, on an 

order relative to English sparrows, reported a bill to 
amend section 4 of chapter 95 of the Acts of 1877 ; 

Mr. Howes, from the committee on the Fisheries, on 
the petition of Allen Look and others, reported a bill in 
addition to an Act for encouraging the cultivation of use-
ful fishes ; 

Mr. Gilbert, from the committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions, on an order relative to the subject, reported 
a bill to establish an advisory board of women for the 
state institutions at Tewksbury and Monson ; and 

Mr. Howes, from the committee 011 Roads and Bridges, 
011 the petition of the county commissioners of Franklin 
County, reported a bill to authorize the county commis-
sioners of Franklin County to borrow money for the pur-
pose of paying such costs and expenses as said county 
may be required to pay under the provisions of the Act 
relating to Sunderland Bridge, and these bills were sever-
ally read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, 011 the 
bill in relation to certain reports and statutes and standard 
weights, measures and balances furnished to towns; and 

On the resolves,' 
I11 favor of Philip Mackey; and 
In favor of James Burke of Turner's Falls, reported 

that the bills and resolves ought to pass, and they were 
ordered to a second reading. 



Mr. Denny, from the committee on Public Charitable J u™ n i I e o f f e n d -
Institutions, on the order relative to the custody of juve-
nile offenders; 

Mr. Swett, from the same committee, on the report of ^ A l m B " 
the Inspectors of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury; and 

The report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts School K 1 f a t i 0 ' f ° r 

for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, reported in relation ^ ; M i n d e d 

to the first named, that the order be referred to the next 
General Court ; and in regard to the last two, that it is 
inexpedient to legislate thereon, and these reports were 
severally read and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the committee on the Treasury, | t r°™°B i a l 

on the communication from the Auditor, relative to ex- " ' 
penses of the publication of the Provincial Statutes, 
reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, and 
the report was accepted under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Haynes, from the committee on Railroads, on the Connecticut̂  
bill to authorize the Connecticut River Railroad Company 
to contract for leasing or operating connecting railroads, 
reported that the same ought not to pass, and the bill was 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow on the 
question of rejection. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, on 
the resolves, In favor of William R. Fish ; W m - R " F i 8 [ l -

In favor of Jane Parks ; and J ; m c P a r k s -
In favor of the State Primary School at Monson, rama^chooi 

reported that these resolves severally ought to pass, and ' 
they were ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Howes, the vote by which the bill in Fish-weirs, 
relation to fish-weirs was passed to be engrossed was 
reconsidered under a suspension of the rule, and the bill 
was then amended and again passed to be engrossed 
with the amendment, which was sent down for concur-
rence. 

On motion of Mr. Denny, the vote by which the resolve s ta te Aims-
in favor of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury passed to l l 0 U s e ' 
be engrossed was reconsidered ; and the resolve was then 
indefinitely postponed. 

On motion, the committee on the petition of E d w i n committees on 
Adams, the committee on Prisons, the committee on Public Edwin Adams. 
Charitable Institutions, and the committee on the Hoosac public charita-
Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, were sev- Hoo^TunneL 



Public lands. 

F. & L. II. E. Co. 

Visit of Senate to the Hoosac Tunnel. 

erally granted further time on which to report on matters 
referred to them. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. Sherman, from the committee on Public Lands, on 

the annual report of the commissioners on Public Lands, 
reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, and 
the report was read and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. Saunders presented a remonstrance of P . P . Per-
ham against the petition of the Framingham and Lowell 
Railroad Company. 

Referred to the committee on Railroads. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, the order relative to the visit 

of the Senate to the Hoosac Tunnel was taken from the 
table, and the same Senator then proposed a substitute 
therefor, as follows : — 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms make the necessary 
arrangements for a visit of the members of the Senate to 
the Hoosac Tunnel, to leave Boston via the Fitchburg 
Railroad 011 Friday, April 6, at 8.30 A. M., and return the 
following day. That the officers of the Senate, the 
Hoosac Tunnel Committee of the House of Representa-
tives, the Reporters of the Senate who have a seat 
assigned them in the Senate Chamber, be the only per-
sons invited to accompany Senators 011 the visit of in-
spection to the Tunnel. 

Mr. Saunders presented a remonstrance of certain 
stockholders of the Framingham and Lowell Railroad 
Company against the issue of second mortgage bonds by 
said company. 

Referred to the committee 011 Railroads. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Edwin Adams. The order in relation to granting: further time within o o which to report 011 the petition of Edwin Adams was 

taken from the table and rejected. 
The bill concerning the water-supply contract between 

different cities and towns was taken from the table and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

F. & L. E. E. Co. 

Water-supply contracts. 



Papers from the House. 
Bills, . , _ To amend an Act relative to establishing shade-tree Bin*. 

and cemetery funds in savings banks ; 
To amend the charter of the Massachusetts Family 

Bank (on the petition of the same) ; and 
Concerning the sewage of the State Hospital for the 

Insane in the town of Danvers (on an order relative to 
the subject), were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Bills, 
Relating to the registration of voters ; and 
To provide for the assignment of counsel and the 

attendance of certain witnesses in criminal trials of in-
mates of reform schools, were severally read and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A resolve in favor of the State Normal Schools at Normal schools. 
Framingham, Salem and Westfiefd was read and referred 
to the committee on the Treasury. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, _ R e p o r t s -
Of the committee on Railroads, on an order relative to 

the crossing of highways by railroads at grade ; 
Of the committee on Banks and Banking, on an order 

relative to reducing the tax oil deposits in savings banks ; 
Reports of reference to ' the next General Court, of the 

joint special committee on the Revision of the Judicial 
System, on the order relative to the practice of medicine 
and pharmacy; and 

Of the committee on Federal Relations, on the peti-
tion of William B. Earle ; and Reports, granting leave to withdraw, Of the committee on Claims, on the petition oi A. 
Frank Howland; . . Of the joint special committee on the Revision ot tiie 
Judicial System; and 

On the petitions of 
A. O. Pearse and others ; 
S. A. Phillips ; and . 
A report of the committee on Harbors, on an order Tide-water, 

relative to compensation for tide-water displaced by the 
filling of fiats, the same concluding with an order that the 
Harbor Commissioners consider and report to the next 



Legislature whether any change, and what, is necessary 
in the law. relating to compensation for tide-water dis-
placed, were severally read and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Trustees, The bill to punish embezzlements by trustees, guard-guardlans, etc., . A , , . . ~ 
embezzlement lans, executors and administrators came up non-concurred 

in the amendment proposed by the Senate therein, and 
the Senate insisted on its amendment, and Messrs. Coffin, 
White and Bowman were appointed a committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two houses. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Manufacturing Ordered, In concurrence, that so much of the Tax 
corporations. Commissioner's report as relates to the manufacturing 

corporation law be referred to the committee 011 Mer-
cantile Affairs. 

Bills. The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
Concerning the dutie% of assessors in relation to the 

taxation of personal property ; 
To extend the time for the assessment of taxes and for 

the registering of voters in particular wards in cities; 
To amend chapter 130 of the Acts of the year 1867, 

relating to dog licenses ; and 
The resolves, 
To provide for the payment from the treasury of cer-

tain educational expenses; 
In relation to the harbor line on the northerly side of 

Charles River, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bills, 
To regulate the fisheries in Weeweeantitt River and its 

tributaries, and for stocking the same with shad and 
alewives ; 

Relating to boards of health in the several cities of the 
Commonwealth, were severally read a second time, 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorize the county commissioners of 
Bristol County to lay out highways and build bridges 
across Lee's and Cole's rivers was assigned for consid-
eration to-morrow. 

The bills, 
To amend chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876, relating 

to savings banks; 



To amend section 20, chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876 ; Savings bank,, 
and 

The reports, ^ R c p o r t s ' 
On the order relative to amending chapter 103 of the Gen-

eral Statutes, relative to the sale of land under mortgage ; 
On the order relative to returns of savings banks, were 

severally passed over. 
The Senate report on the petition of the selectmen of 

Attleborough aud others was accepted. 
The Senate reports on the petitions of 
Charles A. S to t t ; 
On so much of the Governor's address as relates to the 

militia ; and 
E. J . Trull and others, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 
The following engrossed bills (all of which originated Bins enacted 

in the House) passed to be enacted, and were laid before "" 
the Governor for his approval, to wit :— 

Requiring administrators, guardians and trustees to 
render their accounts annually. 

To incorporate the Chicopee Water Company. 
Relating to special contracts between persons and cor-

porations, and their servants, employés and workmen. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill 

relating to certain employés in the Adjutant-General's 
office was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to prevent the destruction of fish in the westpoit . 

rivers and streams in the town of Westport was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed. Sent down for concurrence. 

The House resolves, R e s o l v e 8 ' 
In favor of Lewis Gaul ; 
Providing for the printing, binding and distribution of 

additional copies of the Decennial Census and Statistics 
of Industry, were severally read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill to authorize the town of Chatham to chatbam. 
construct a bridge across Oyster Pond River was read a 
third time as amended and passed to be engrossed in con-

3 3 



currence, with the amendment, which was sent down for 
concurrence. 

Married women. The bill relating to the rights of married women in 
their wearing apparel and articles of personal ornament 
was further considered, the question being on the substi-
tute proposed therefor by Mr. Russell; viz., Bill relating 
to conveyances, gifts and contracts between husband and 
wife, but before taking the question thereon, the Senate 

Adjourned. 

Courts in Suf-folk County, officers of. 

Taxation of mortgages. 

Taxation of church prop-erty, etc. 

TUESDAY, April 3 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Crane, from the committee of conference on the 

subject of difference between the two branches in relation 
to an amendment proposed by the Senate to the House 
bill relating to the employment and compensation of 
officers in attendance upon the supreme judicial and 
superior courts of the county of Suffolk, reported that 
after free conference had, the committees had been unable 
to agree, and they asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and the report was accepted. 
• Seut down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Lynde, from the committee on Jus t and Equal 

Taxation, on the bill for the taxation of mortgages upon 
real estate, reported that the same ought not to pass, and 
the bill was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow 
on the question of rejection. 

Air. Coffin, from the same committee, on the order in 
relation to the taxation of church property, and the order 
relative to the taxation of real estate held by literary 
institutions, and on sundry petitions relative to the same 
subject, reported a bill to provide annual returns from 
literary, educational, benevolent, charitable, scientific and 
religious societies, and the same was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Practice of the law. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to prevent frauds and abuses in the practice of 

law and the use of legal process was read and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 



A bill to fix tlie times and places of holding probate Norfolk Co. 
courts in the county of Norfolk was read and referred to 
the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

A resolve in favor of Patrick Mihan (on the petition of Patrick Mihan. 
the same) was read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

A report of the committee on the Revision of the Naturalization. 
Judicial System, on the order relative to amending chapter 
122 of the General Statutes, relating to naturalization; 
and 

A report of the committee on Military Affairs, granting 
leave to withdraw, on the petition of David L. Withing-
ton, were severally read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

The report of the committee on Printing, on the order s ta te Board of 
relative to printing certain maps and plans to accompany 
the Annual Report of the State Board of Health, came up 
recommitted to the committee on Printing, and the Senate 
concurred therein. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Print- Reports of com-
ing have further time to report on matters referred to 
them; also 

That the committee on the Revision of the Judicial 
System be allowed until April 9 ; and 

The committee on Agriculture until April 4, in which 
to report on all matters referred to them. 

The petition of Horace Binney Sargent and others hav-
ing been returned concurred in the admission thereof, was 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Allen, from the committee on Probate and Chan- Probate courts, 
eery, on the Bill to enable judges of the probate court, 
without being petitioned therefor, to require a new bond 
when the sureties or the penal sum of the original bond 
are insufficient; and 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, on the Normal schools. 
Resolve in favor of the State Normal Schools at Framing-
ham, Salem and Westfield, reported that the bill and 
resolve severally ought to pass, aud they were ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Flatley, from the committee on Prisons, to whom Prisons, 
was recommitted their report on the subject of religious 



instruction in prisons, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate thereon, and the report was read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Husband and The orders of the clay were taken up and the unfin-
ished business of yesterday was further considered, the 
question being on the substitution of the bill relating to_ 
conveyances, gifts and contracts between husband and 
wife, and after debate the substitute was adopted, read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Bills. The bills, 
To amend section 4 of chapter 95 of the Acts of 1877 

relating to birds ; • 
To establish an advisory board of women for the state 

institutions at Tewksbury and Monson; 
In addition to an Act for encouraging the cultivation of 

useful fishes; 
In relation to certain reports and statutes and standard 

weights, measures and balances furnished to towns; 
To authorize the county commissioners of Franklin 

County to borrow money for the purpose of paying such 
costs and expenses as said county may be required to pay 
under the provisions of the Act relating to Sunderland 
Bridge; 

Concerning the sewage of the State Hospital for the 
Insane in the town of Danvers ; and 

Resolves. The resolves, 
In favor of the State Primary School at Monson; 
In favor of Jane Parks ; 
In favor of William R. Fish ; 
In favor of James Burke of Turner's Fal ls ; and 
In favor of Philip Slackey, were severally read a second 

time, and ordered to a third reading. 
Ems. The bills, 

To authorize the county commissioners of Bristol Coun-
ty to lay out highways and build bridges across Lee's and 
Cole's r ivers; and 

Concerning the water-supply contracts between differ-
ent cities and towns, were severally read a second time 
and refused a third reading. 

The bill to authorize the Connecticut River Railroad 
Company to contract for leasing or operating connecting 
railroads was, in accordance with the report of the com-
mittee thereon, rejected. 



The bill to amend the charter of the Massachusetts BHIS. 
Family Bank was passed over. 

The bill to amend an Act relative to establishing shade-
tree and cemetery funds in savings banks was read a 
second time and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The House reports on the orders relative to Reports. 
Compensation to riparian owners for tide-water dis-

placed by the filling of flats ; 
The crossing of railroads by highways at grade; 
Reducing the tax on deposits in savings banks ; and 
On the petitions of 
A. Frank Howland; 
S. A. Phill ips; 
A. O. Pearse and others ; 
The mayor of Boston relative to the regulation of the 

practice of medicine and pharmacy ; and 
W . B. Earle, were severally accepted in concurrence. 
The Senate reports, 
On the annual reports of the Inspectors of the State 

Almshouse at Tewksbury, and of the Trustees of the 
Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded 
Youth; 

On the order relating to the custody of juvenile offend-
ers ; and 

On the Annual Report of the Commissioners of Public 
Lands, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill concerning the duties of assessors in Bnis . 
relation to the taxation of personal property was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to regulate the fisheries in "Weeweeantitt 

River and its tributaries, and for stocking the same with 
shad and alewives, was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to amend chapter 130 of the Acts of the year 
1867 relating to dog licenses ; and 

The report on the order relative to amending chapter 
103 of the General Statutes, concerning the taking of 
land on execution ; and 



Bins. The bill to amend chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876 
relating to savings banks, were severally laid on the table. 

The Senate bill to extend the times for the assessment 
of taxes and for the registering of voters in particular 
wards in cities was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bills, 
To authorize mothers to appoint, by will, guardians of 

their minor children; 
Relating to boards of health in the several cities of th« 

Commonwealth; and 
tResoives. House resolves, 

To provide for the payment from the treasury of certain ' 
educational expenses; and 

In relation to the harbor line on the northerly side of 
Charles River, were severally read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Mr. Mayhew, from the committee on Printing, reported 
the order relative to printing the Annual Report of the 
Trustees of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, in a 
new draft, and the same was read and placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , April 4 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Dogs. Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, on 
the petition of Oliver Burnham and others, reported a 
bill to amend section 3, chapter 130 of the supplement to 
the General Statutes relating to dogs, 

ib. The same Senator, from the same committee, on sundry 
orders relative to further protection from mad dogs, and 
sundry petitions respecting the same subject, reported a 
bill relating to the restraining and muzzling of dogs, and 
these bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 



Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, to Agricultural • i i i ' n i . societies, etc. 
whom was recommitted the bill to amend section 2, chap-
ter 127 of the Acts of 1861, relating to the protection of 
agricultural societies and farmers' clubs, reported that the 
same ought to pass, and it was placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Jewett , from the committee on Claims, on the c. H. Hartweii. 
petition of Charles H. Hartweii, reported a resolve in 
favor of Chiwles II. Hartweii, and the same was read and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, ^^¡""^¡¡"Q18 

reported the resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Agri- Coilege. 
cultural College without amendment, and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Claims, on the petition Boston, 
of the mayor of Boston (in relation to a nuisance near 
the State Pr ison) , reported that the same be referred to 
the next General Court , and the report was read and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the vote by which the bill to Lee's ana cole's 
authorize the county commissioners of Bristol County to 
layout highways and build bridges across Lee's and Cole's 
rivers passed to be engrossed was reconsidered, and the 
bill was then amended and again passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
To amend an Act to provide for a union passenger Worcester, 

station and for the removal of railroad tracks from certain 
public ways and grounds in the city of Worcester ; 

To establish a board of registrars of voters in Worces- v>. 
ter, and to regulate the preparation and revision of the 
voting lists in said city, were severally read and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolves, 
In favor of Samuel Hillman of Adams (on the petition sam' i mi iman. 

of the same) ; 
Providing for the supervision of statistics (on the Gov- s t a t i s t l C B -

ernor's address and the annual report of births, marriages 
and deaths), were severally read and referred to the com-
mittee on the Treasury. 



Bills, 
Peabody. To prevent the obstruction of the square in the town of 

Peabody (on the petition of the selectmen and others of 
said town) ; 

Lancaster r. r. Concerning the Lancaster Railroad Company (on the 
petition of the same), were severally read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

camp-ground. A report of the committee on Military Affairs, in rela-
tion to the condition of the camp-ground at Framingham, 
was read and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

Woman suf- Notice was received from the House, that the Senate 
resolve providing for an amendment to the Constitution to 
secure the elective franchise and the right to hold office 
to women had been rejected by that branch. 

Frobatejudges. The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 
enable judges of the probate court, without being peti-
tioned therefor, to require a new bond when the sureties 
or the penal sum of the original bond are insufficient; 
and 

Normal schools. The resolve in favor of the state normal schools at 
Framingham, Salem and Westfield, were severally read a 
second time and ordered to a third reading. 

Savings banks. The bill to amend section 20 of chapter 203 of the Acts 
of the year 1876, in relation to savings banks, was read a 
second time and refused a third reading. 

Husband and The bill relating to conveyances, gifts and contracts 
between husband and wife was read a second time, 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

savings banks. The report on an order relative to returns of savings 
banks was further considered, and the substitute proposed 
therefor by Mr. Stone was rejected, and the report was 
thereupon accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Returns from The bill to provide annual returns from literary, educa-literary and i . . • • 
other institu- tional, benevolent, charitable, scientific and religious 

societies was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

Taxation of The bill for the taxation of mortgages upon real estate mortgages. . . - t j i ± r 11 
was, in accordance with the report or the committee 
thereon, rejected. 

sparrows. The Senate bill to amend section 4 of chapter 95 of the 



Acts of 1877, relating to birds, birds' eggs, deer and game, 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to establish an advisory board of women Bins, 

for the state institutions at Tewksbury and Monsou was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill in addition to an Act for encouraging 

the cultivation of useful fishes was read a third time and 
placed first in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate bill to authorize the county commissioners 
of Franklin County to borrow money for the purpose of 
paying such costs and expenses as said county may be 
required to pay under the provisions of the Act relating 
to Sunderland Bridge was read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill in relation to certain reports and stat-weights and 
utes, and standard weights, measures and balances fur- m e a s u r e s ' e 

nished to towns ; and 
The House resolves, Resolves. 
In favor of the State Primary School at Monson; 
In favor of Jane Parks ; 
In favor of William R. Fish ; In favor of James Burke of Turner's Fal ls ; 
In favor of Philip Mackey ; and 
The bill concerning the sewage of the State Hospital for i):mvers Hos-

tile Insane in the town of Danvers, were severally read a p , u ' 
third time and passed to bo engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to amend the charter of the Massachusetts Family Bank. 
Family Bank was read a second time and committed to the 
committee on Insurance. Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate reports, 
On the order relative to printing extra copies of the Reports. 

Annual Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Agri-
cultural College; 

On so much of the report of the Chaplain of the State Prisons. 
Prison as relates to religious instruction in prisons, were 
severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 



David L. Withington. 

Bills enacted and to Gov. 

The House reports, 
Naturalization. On an order relative to amendment of the laws respect-

ing naturalization; and 
On the petition of David L. Withington, were severally 

accepted in concurrence. 
An engrossed bill authorizing the town of Sherborn to 

appropriate money in aid of Sawin Academy (which orig-
inated in the House) passed to be enacted and was laid 
before the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, on 
the bill establishing the salary of the clerk of the police 
court of Newbury por t ; and 

The resolve iu favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Employ-
ment Bureau, reported that the said bill and resolve ought 
to pass, and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee oil the Revision of the 
Judicial System, on so much of the Governor's address 
as relates to the subject, and the report of the Commission 
thereon, reported a bill to give general equity jurisdiction 
to the supreme judicial court, and for other purposes, 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

Taxes, assess-ment, etc., of. 

THURSDAY, April 5, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Coffin, from the committee on Just and Equal 

Taxation, on the petition of William Minot and others, 
reported a bill in relation to the assessment and abate-
ment of taxes, and the same was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

North Adams. 

Taupers. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to incorporate the town of North Adams (on the 

petition of George L. Rice and others) was read and 
ordered to a second reading 

Bills, 
Relating to the temporary aid of state paupers by cities 

or towns (on an order in relation to the subject) ; 



To amend section 15 of chapter 204 of the Acts of the puuicproperty, 
year 1876, relating to the sale of public property (on the 
annual report of the Adjutant-General) ; and 

A resolve authorizing the State Board of Health to water-su^iy, 
examine into the pollution of sources of water-supply and 8 0 U r c c 

report thereon (on an order in relation to the subject), 
were severally read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, Reports. 
Of the committee on Public Charitable Institutions ; 
On the annual reports of the Trustees of the Perkins 

Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind ; 
The State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton ; and 
The Inspectors of the State Primary School at Monson ; 

and 
On an order in relation to abolishing the State Board of 

Charities; and 
On the order relative to enlarging the powers of said 

Board ; and 
Reports granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee on Claims on the petition of Thomas Thomas cahiii. 

Cahill; 
Of the committee on Military Affairs on the petition of Hobart Moore. 

Hobart Moore, were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Revision of the f™ s s ' c r f i o f 

Judicial System, on the order in relation to the compensa-
tion of registers of deeds, and an abstract of returns of 
said officers made in compliance with an order of the Leg-
islature, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon, 
and the report was read and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, re- sam'imiiman. 
ported the resolve in favor of Samuel Hillman of Adams 
without amendment, and the same was ordered to a second 
reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, B i l l s -
To give general equity jurisdiction to the supreme 

judicial court, and for other purposes ; 
To establish the salary of the clerk of the police court 

of Newburyport;' . 
Concerning the Lancaster Railroad Company ; and 



Sere-Employ- T l l G r e S ° l v e faVOF of the Disabled Soldiers' Employ-
ment Bureau. ment Bureau, were severally read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
Bins. The bill relating to the restraining and muzzling of do^s 

was read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to amend section 3, chapter 130 of the supple-

ment to the General Statutes, relating to dogs, was laid on 
the table. 

The bill to amend section 2, chapter 127 ofthe Acts of 1861, 
relating to the protection of agricultural societies and farmers' 
clubs, was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill in addition to an Act for encouraging 

the cultivation of «useful fishes was read a third time, 
amended, and passed to be engrossed. 

. Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to prevent the obstruction of the square in the 
town of Peabody was read a second time and refused a 
third reading. 

The House bill to enable judges of the probate court, 
without being petitioned therefor, to require a new bond 
when the sureties or the penal sum of the original bond 
are insufficient; and 

Normal schools. The House resolve in favor of the state normal schools 
at F r amingham, Salem and Westfield, were severally read 
a third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Husband and The Senate bill relating to conveyances, gifts and con-
tracts between husband and wife was read a third time aud 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Camp-ground The Senate reports in relation to the state arsenal and at Frammgliam. t , , , . , camp-ground at Framingham, and on the petition of the 

mayor of Boston were accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill to provide for returns from literary, 
educational, benevolent, charitable, scientific and religious 
societies was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Agricultural 

Coll ego was read a second time, amended, and the question 
on ordering the same to a third reading was taken by }'eas 
and nays as follows, to wi t :— 

Massachusetts Agricultural College. 



YEAS.—Messrs. Breed, Crane, Gregory, Kellogg, Stone.—13. 

Brimhall, Garfield, Hill, Lynde, 

Coffin, Gilbert, Holmes, Moors, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bowman, Ginnodo, Truell.—7 
Fiske, Haynes, 

Flati ey, Morse, 

So the resolve was ordered to a third reading. 
The following engrossed bills (the first three of which Bills enacted • and to Gov. 

originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wi t :— ' 
In relation to costs in cases of partition of lands. 
To amend an Act entitled an Act to reduce the expenses 

and increase the efficiency of the militia. 
To authorize the Metropolitan Railroad Company to 

issue bonds. 
To extend the time within which the town of Pittsfield 

may vote upon the acceptance of their city charter. 
Concerning the amount of capital stock of street rail-

way corporations outside of cities. 
To prohibit the seining of fish in Watuppa Pond in Fall 

River and Westport . 
To amend chapter 103 of the Acts of the year 1876, con-

cerning the taking of fish in North River in the county of 
Plymouth. 

Amending an Act to protect the shores and beaches in 
Scituate. 

To authorize the use of steam as a motive power upon 
branches of the Boston and Lowell Railroad in the city of 
Lowell. 

To amend section 1 of chapter 134 of the Acts of the 
year 1847, establishing regulations concerning Boston 
Harbor. 

Authorizing the building of a workshop at the jail in 
the county of Berkshire. 

To authorize the wearing of side-arms by the Veteran 
Artillery Association of Amesbury and Salisbury. 

The following engrossed resolves (the first of which ^ ' ¿ ^ P ? 8 8 0 3 

originated in the Senate) passed, and, with the above- ' 
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, 
to wit :— 

Concerning the Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad Com-
pany. 

Providing for the printing of the new catalogue of the 
State Library. 



In favor of the State Industrial School for Girls at Lancaster. 
In favor of Lewis Gaul. 
On motion, it was ordered, that when the Senate adjourns, 

it be to meet on Monday next at 2 o'clock, p. M. 
Adjourned. 

MONDAY, April 9 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according k> adjournment. 
The journal of Thursday was read. 

PatrickMihan. Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, 
reported the resolve in favor of Patrick Mihan without 
amendment, and the same was ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Ewing offered the following order, which was read, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed :— 

Hoosac Tunnel Ordered, That the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and 
Greenfieldr.r. the Troy and Greenfield Railroad be required to make a 

special report for information, showing in detail the 
number of miles of railroad that are now owned by the 
State, with the entire cost of the same, including land 
damages. 

Also, the appropriations in detail which have been pre-
viously made for such roads and tunnel, with complete 
interest added. 

Also, a complete statement as to the character and terms 
of the leases that have been made, and the amount law-
fully accruing yearly to the State from such leases and 
tolls. 

This report to precede all other reports of said com-
mittee. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, ou 
the bills, 

Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 
Benjamin I). Dwinnell for losses connected with the burn-
ing of PiU hburg Ja i l ; 

Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 
William O. Brown for services and losses connected with 
the burning of Fitchburg Ja i l ; 

Authorizing appeals from decisions of the Tax Commis-
sioner, in relation to the taxation of insurance companies; 



To amend section 15 of chapter 204 of the Acts of 
1876, relating to the sale of public property; and 

Mr. Breed, from the same committee, on the resolve, water-supply, 
authorizing the State Board of Health to examine into the s o u r c c s o i 

pollution of sources of water-supply, and report thereon, 
severally reported that the same ought to pass, and they 
were ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
To amend section 23, chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876, Savings tanks, 

in relation to savings banks and institutions for savings 
(on an order relative to the subject) ; 

To annex a part of the town of Medford to the town of Medford and 
Maiden (on the petition of Joseph W . Chadwick and M a l d e n " 
others) ; and 

Resolves concerning the amendment of the Constitution Harvard coi-
relative to certain officers of Harvard College (on an order l c g e " 
in relation to the subject), were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

A bill in regard to the manufacture, storage, use, trans- Explosive 
portatiou and sale of explosive compounds was read and c o m p o u , K i s -
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A report of the committee on the Revision of the Judi- c lerks of courts, 
cial System, that it is inexpedient to legislate on an order 
in relation to clerks of municipal and district courts acting 
as bail commissioners ; and 

Reports, granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee on Water Supply and Drainage, on Edward Gray 

the petition of Edward Gray and others; and 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petition of the Sandisfieid, o t i s 

selectmen of Sandisfieid, Otis and Tolland, were severally a n d T o l l a n a -
read and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow.» 

A bill to incorporate the town of North Adams was dis- North Adams, 
charged from the orders of the clay and laid on the table. 

Mr. Ilill moved a reconsideration of the vote by which Pcahody. 
the bill to prevent the obstruction of the square in the 
town of Peabody was rejected, and the motion was laid on 
the table. 

The House bill making appropriations for certain eduea- Appropriations, 
tional purposes came up concurred in the Senate amend-
ments therein striking out four and inserting in place 
thereof three, and concurred with the amendment striking O 



Lands, sale of, by executors, 

Dogs. 

Sam'l Hillman. 

out seventeen and inserting five, with an amendment 
substituting ten for five, and the bill was laid on the 
table. 

The report on the order relative to amending chapter 
103 of the General Statutes, relative to the sale of lands 
by executors and others, was taken from the table and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill to amend section 3, chapter 130 of the supple-
ment to the General Statutes, relating to dogs, was taken 
from the table and indefinitely postponed. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill in 
relation to the assessment and abatement of taxes ; and the 

Resolve in favor of Samuel Hillman of Adams, were 
severally read a second time and ordered to a third read-

Registers of deeds. 

Reports. 

Dogs. 

The Senate report on the order relative to a change in 
the laws concerning the compensation of Registers of 
Deeds was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House report on the petition of Thomas Cahill was 

passed over. 
The House reports on the orders relative to 
Enlarging the powers of the Board of State Charities; 
Abolishing said board or curtailing its powers ; and 
On the petition of Hobart Moore and others; and 
On the reports, 
Of the Inspectors of the State Primary School at Mon-

son; 
Of the Trustees of the Perkins Institution and Massa-

chusetts Asylum for the Blind ; and 
Of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital at Taun-

ton, were severally accepted in concurrence. 
The Senate bill relating to the restraining and muzzling 

of dogs was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
(after further amendment). 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Massachusetts Agricultural College. 

The Senate resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Agri-
cultural College was read a third time, further amended, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
supreme court. The Senate bill to give general equity jurisdiction to the 



supreme judicial court, and for other purposes, was read 
a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The House bills, B i l l s -
To establish the salary of the clerk of the police court 

of Newburyport; and 
Concerning the Lancaster Railroad Company ; and 
The resolve in favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Employ-

ment Bureau, were severally read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The following engrossed bills (the first six of which Bills enacted, 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— 

To amend certain Acts concerning the militia. 
To supply the town of Hopkinton with water. 
To incorporate the Mutual Boiler Insurance Company. 
Relating to the returns from county and city prisons. 
To regulate the taking of fish in the Monataquot river 

in the town of Braintree. 
To incorporate the Athol Water Company. 
To amend an Act in relation to the construction of fish-

weirs. 
To amend chapter 214 of the Acts of 1876, concerning 

the militia, by temporarily adding one company of 
infantry. 

To authorize the city of Fall River to lay out and con-
struct a way known as Buffinton Street through a private 
burial-ground; and 

To authorize the construction of bridges over Bourne's 
Pond River, Green's Pond River, and Great Pond River in 
the town of Falmouth. 

The following engrossed resolves (both of which Resolves 
originated in the House) passed, to wi t :— p a 8 8 e < l -

In relation to the harbor line on the northerly side of 
Charles River; and 

To provide for the payment from the treasury of certain 
educational expenses. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, the bill in relation to the Suffolk Co. 
employment and compensation of officers in attendance 
upon the supreme judicial and the superior courts in 
Suffolk County was again taken up, and Messrs. Russell, 
Ci •aue and Flatley "were appointed a new committee of 



conference on the subject-matter of difference between the 
two houses in relation thereto. 

Adjourned. 

TUESDAY, April 1 0 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
The following Acts and resolves were laid before the 

Governor for his approval, to wit :— 
To amend certain Acts concerning the militia. 
To supply the town of Hopkinton with water. 
To incorporate the Mutual Boiler Insurance Company. 
Relating to returns from county and city prisons. 
To regulate the taking of fishes in Mouataquot River in 

the town of Braintree. 
To incorporate the Athol Water Company. 
To amend an Act in relation to the construction of fish-

weirs. 
To amend chapter 214 of the Acts of 1876, concerning 

the militia, by temporarily adding one company of infantry. 
To authorize the city of Fall River to lay out and con-

struct a way known as Butfinton Street through a private 
burial-ground. 

To authorize the construction of a bridge over Bourne's 
Pond River, Green's Pond River, and Great Pond River in 
the town of Falmouth ; and 

Resolves to the Resolves, 
G o v - In relation to the harbor line on the northerly side of 

Charles River; and 
To provide for the payment from the treasury of certain 

educational expenses. 
Norfolk Co. Mr. Allen, from the committee on Probate and Chan-
probate courts. c e r y j 0 U t h o b m t o fix the times and places of holding 

probate courts in the county of Norfolk, reported that the 
same ought not to pass, and the bill was placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow on the question of rejec-
tion. 

Real estate. The same Senator, from the same committee, reported 
the bill relating to partitions and sales of real estate by 
order of the probate courts without amendment, and the 
same was ordered to a second reading. 



The bill to amend chapter 130 of the Acts of the year Dogs. 
1867, relating to dog licenses, was taken from the table 
and indefinitely postponed. 

The bills, Bins. 
Making appropriations for certain educational purposes ; . 

and 
To incorporate the town of North Adams, were sever-

ally taken from the table and placed in the orders of the 
clay for to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 
Resolves, 
Relating to the celebration of the Centennial Anniver- Bennington, 

sary of the Battle of Bennington, and in aid of erecting a 
monument in commemoration of the same (on the com-
munication from the Governor of Vermont relative to the 
subject) ; and 

A resolve to provide for the construction of a store- s ta te camp-
house at the state camp-ground, and the purchase of fc'ul ' 
tents for the use of the militia (on the annual report of 
the Adjutant-General), were read and referred to the com-
mittee on the Treasury. 

The bill in relation to overseers of the poor was overseers of the 
referred in concurrence to the committee on Towns. 

The Senate bill to authorize the city of Newton to lay Newton, 
out and maintain a main drain in the city of Boston came 
up concurred, with certain amendments, which were adopt-
ed in concurrence. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, Reports. 
Of the committee on Jus t and Equal Taxation, on the 

order relative to taxing deposits in savings banks ; 
Of the committee on the Revision of the Judicial Sys-

tem, on the order relative to limiting the jurisdiction of 
district and police courts ; and 

A report of the committee on Just and Equal Taxation, 
granting leave to withdraw, on petitions that the amount 
paid as taxes on real estate under mortgage may be 
deducted from the whole amount paid as taxes on such 
property, were severally read and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Railroad Commis- N. Y. &N. E. 
sioners who were directed to investigate the financial con-



dition of the New York and New England Railroad be 
authorized to report in print . 

The orders of the day were taken up and the bills, 
Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 

William O. Brown for services and losses connected with 
the burning of Fitchburg Ja i l ; 

Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 
Benjamin D. Dwinnell for services connected with the 
burning of Fitchburg Ja i l ; 

To amend section 15 of chapter 204 of the Acts of 1876, 
relating to the sale of public proper ty; 

Authorizing appeals from decisions of the Tax Commis-
sioner, in relation to the taxation of insurance companies; 

To amend section 23, chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876, 
in relation to savings banks and institution for savings; 
and 

The resolves, 
In favor of Patrick Mihan; and 
Concerning the amendment of the Constitution, relative 

to certain officers of Harvard College, were severally read 
a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to annex a part of the town of Medford to the 
town of Maiden was passed over. 

The report on the petition of Otis, Sandisfield and Tol-
land was considered. 

Mr. Garfield proposed a substitute therefor, and the sub-
ject was laid on the table and the substitute ordered to be 
printed. 

The House reports, 
On the order in relation to clerks of courts acting as 

bail commissioners; and 
On the petition of Edward Gray and others, were sever-

ally accepted in concurrence. 
ment and8 e s s The Senate bill in relation to the assessment and abate-
abatement of. ment of taxes was read a third time and passed to be 

engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred. 

Sam'i Hiiiman. T h e House resolve in favor of Samuel Hillman of 
Adams was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

Otis. Sandisfield and Tolland. 

Reports. 



The report on the order relative to amending chapter Report«. 
103 of the General Statutes, relative to taking land on 
execution, was considered. Mr. Ewing proposed a sub-
stitute therefor, and the subject was laid on the table 
and the substitute ordered to be printed. 

The report on the petition of Thomas Cahill was laid 
on the table. 

The following engrossed bills (the first two of which BUU ENACTED 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— a n d t o Q o v ' 

Concerning non-resident guardians and their wards. 
To provide for the disposition of certain liquors hereto-

fore seized under the laws. 
To authorize the town of Chatham to construct a bridge 

across Oyster Pond River. 
Concerning the sewage of the State Hospital for the 

Insane at Danvers. 
To authorize mothers to appoint, by will, guardians of 

their minor children ; and 
To amend an Act in addition to an Act to incorporate 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
The following engrossed resolves (the first two of 

which originated in the Senate) passed, and, with the 
above-named bills, were laid before the Governor for his 
approval:— 

Granting quarters in Pemberton Square to the Disabled Resolves passed 
Soldiers' Employment Bureau. a i l d t 0 G o v " 

Relative to Massachusetts claims against the United 
States for coast defence. 

In favor of James Burke of Turner's Falls. 
Providing for the printing, binding and distribution of 

additional copies of the Decennial Census and Statistics 
of Industry. 

In favor of Philip Mackey. 
In relation to the fencing of railroads. 
In favor of William R. Fish. 
In favor of Jane Parks. 
In favor of the State Primary School at Monson. 
Mr. Kellogg presented a petition of W . W . Freeman North Adams, 

and others, in aid of the passage of the bill to incorporate 
the town of North Adams, and the same was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned. 



Railroad Com-missioners. 

Corporations. 

Insurance com-panies. 

State camp-ground. 

Stafford. 

W E D N E S D A Y , April 1 1 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the order relative to the subject, reported a bill to author-
ize the railroad commissioners to summon witnesses, 
administer oaths and take testimony. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the bill 
to amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 1870 and Acts in 
addition thereto, reported the same in a new draft under 
the title of a bill to amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 
1870, concerning manufacturing and other corporations. 

Mr. Crane, from the committee on Insurance, on the 
communication from the Insurance Commissioner, reported 
a bill to provide for the guarantee capital of mutual fire 
insurance companies. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bills, 

Relating to the proof of signatures ; 
To provide for the assignment of counsel and the 

attendance of certain witnesses in criminal trials of in-
mates of reform schools; 

To amend an Act relative to establishing shade-tree and 
cemetery funds in savings banks ; and 

Mr. Coffin, from the same committee, on the bill to 
amend an Act entitled an Act to provide for a union pas-
senger station and for the removal of railroad tracks from 
certain public ways and grounds in the city of Worcester; 
and 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the committee on the Treasury, 
on the resolve to provide for the construction of a store-
house at the state camp-ground, and the purchase of 
tents for the use of the militia, reported that said bills 
and resolve severally ought to pass, and they were placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Lynde offered the following order, which was read 
and adopted:— 

Whereas, a great disaster has visited the town of Staf-
ford in our sister State of Connecticut, occasioned by the 
breaking of a reservoir dam, by which great loss of prop-
erty and consequent suffering is now pressing on its 
people; 



And, whereas, a few years since, when a similar disas-
ter occurred at Mill River in this State, the State of Con-
necticut in a spirit of sympathy and generous liberality 
voted the sum of $10,000 to relieve the distress of the 
people of that locality ; therefore, 

Ordered, That the committee on Federal Relations con-
sider whether it is not the duty of the Commonwealth to 
recognize the generous liberality of our sister State in 
time of that dread visitation, and to appropriate a sum of 
money which shall show our appreciation of the kindly 
sympathy to us in the day of our disaster. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Barton,— 
Ordered, That on and after Friday, April 13, the Hourof meeting 

Senate meet at 1 o'clock, P. M., daily. 
Subsequently, Mr. Crane moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the order was adopted, and the motion was 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Crane, from the committee on Insurance, on the Mass. Family 
bill to amend the charter of the Massachusetts Family 
Bank, reported that the same ought to pass, with an 
amendment, and it was placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 
Resolves, Resolves. 
Reimbursing sundry cities and towns for payments made 

on account of rent of armories (being a substitute for the 
Senate resolves in favor of the cities of Boston, Worcester 
and Cambridge, and towns of Stockbridge, Melrose, Shel-
burne, Hudson, Ayer, Deerfield, Middleborough, Pitts-
field and Greenfield) ; 

In favor of companies A and D of the First Battalion 
of Cavalry, M. V. M. (on the petition of D. H. Follett) ; 
and 

Relative to indexing the state archives (on the petition 
of Marshall P . Wilder and others, and an order in rela-
tion to the subject) ; and 

A bill to provide for the proper auditing of the expenses Legislative 
of legislative committees, were read and referred to the c o m m l t l c e s -
committee on the Treasury. 

Bills, 
Authorizing the payment of state aid to disabled State aid. 



soldiers and their families, and the families of deceased 
soldiers; 

Fidelity ins. Co. To incorporate the Fidelity Insurance Company of 
Massachusetts, were severally read and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to set off the town of Winthrop from the judicial 
district under the jurisdiction of the municipal court of 
East Boston (on the petition of Samuel Ingalls and others) 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill relating to conveyances, gifts and contracts 
between husband and wife came up non-concurred in the 
substitution thereof for the bill relating to the rights of 
married women in their wearing apparel and articles of 
personal ornament, and the Senate adhered to its action 
thereon, and the bill was returned to the House. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To incorporate the town of North Adams ; 
Relating to partitions and sales of real estate by order 

of the probate courts; and 
The resolve authorizing the State Board of Health to 

examine into the pollution of sources of water-supply, 
and report thereon, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to fix the times and places of holding probate 
courts in the county of Norfolk was, in accordance with 
the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The House reports on the orders relative to 
?ourtsand p o M c e Limiting the jurisdiction of district and police courts ; 

and 
Taxing deposits in savings banks and on sundry peti-

tions relative to taxation of mortgaged property, were 
severally accepted in concurrence. 

Biii s . The House bills, 
Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 

William O. Brown for services connected with the burn-
ing of Fitchburg Ja i l ; 

Author 
izing the treasurer of W rorcester County to pay. 

Benjamin D. Dwinnell for services and losses connected 
with the burning of Fitchburg Ja i l ; 

To amend section 15 of chapter 204 of the Acts of 
1876, relating to the sale of public property, 

Authorizing appeals from decisions of the Tax Commis-
sioner in relation to the taxation of insurance companies; 

Winthrop. 

Husband and wife. 

State Board of Health. 

Norfolk Co. 



To amend section 23, chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876, in Savings banks, 
relation to savings banks and institutions for savings ; and 

The resolves concerning the amendment of the Consti- Harvard coi-
tution, relative to certain officers of Harvard College, were k g < " 
severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The bill to annex a part of the town of Medford to the Medfordand 
town of Maiden was read a second time and ordered to a M a I d e n -
third reading. 

The House resolve in favor of Patrick Mihan was read Patrick Mihan. 
a third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill making appropriations for certain educational Educational 
expenses was next considered, the question being on an o x p L " s t s ' 
amendment proposed by the House to an amendment pro-
posed by the Senate to the bill, and the question being 
taken, it was decided in the negative, and the bill was 
returned to the House. 

The report on the order relative to amending chapter Taking of land 
103 of the General Statutes was taken from the table and eXL'"" "J"' 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , April 13, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Wednesday was read. 
Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the c. H. Hartweii. 

resolve in favor of Charles H. Hartweii, reported that the 
same ought not to pass, and the bill was placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow on the question of rejec-
tion. 

Mr. Sleeper, from the committee on Harbors, reported Boston, 
the bill in addition to an Act for the laying out of public 
parks in or near the city of Boston, without amendment, 
and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, under a suspension of the 20th joint rule, Soldiers' 
presented a petition of the Trustee for Massachusetts for teryatAnt!™6' 
leave to transfer to the United States Government the t a m " 
interest of Massachusetts in the Soldiers' National Ceme-
tery at Antietam, and the same was sent down for concur-
rence in the suspension of the 20th joint rule. 

Came up concurred. 



Tomba in cities. 

J . L. Cole. 

Intoxicating liquors. 

Educational expenses. 

Mr. Kellogg, from the committee 011 the Judiciary, 011 
the bill to amend chapter 28 of the General Statutes, in 
respect to closing tombs in cities, reported the same in a 
new draft, and the bill was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A report of the committee on Claims, granting leave to 

withdraw, on the petition of J . L . Cole ; and 
A report of the committee on the Liquor Law, covering 

a statement of the record of the analyses of certain liquor 
by the State Assayer, were severally read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Moors moved a reconsideration of the vote whereby 
the Senate non-concurred in the amendment proposed by 
the House to that proposed by the Senate in the bill 
making appropriations for certain educational expenses, 
and the question 011 the motion was taken by yeas and 
nays as follows, to wi t :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 

IS ri mh all, Coffin, Denny, Gregory, Kellogg, Moors, Sleeper, Swett, White.—16. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Barton, Ewing, Garfield, Gilbert, Haynes, Holmes, Jewett, Mayhew, Rand, Russell, Truell.—16. 

Hour of meet-ing of the Senate. 

Breed, Crane, Hill, 
Saunders, Weld, 

Fiske, Ginnodo, Howes, Morse, Sherman, 

So the Senate refused to reconsider. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the motion 

to reconsider the vote by which the order relative to the 
hour of the daily meeting of the Senate was adopted was 
carried in the affirmative, and the order was thereupon 
rejected. 

The bill to amend the charter of the 
Family Bank was read a second time, 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bills, 
To provide for the guarantee capital of mutual fire 

insurance companies; 
To amend an Act relative to establishing shade-tree and 

cemetery funds in savings banks; 

Massachusetts 
amended, and 



To provide for the assignment of counsel and the attend- Bnia. 
ance of certain witnesses in criminal trials of inmates of 
reform schools; 

Relating to the proof of signatures ; 
To amend an Act entitled an Act to provide for a union 

passenger station and for the removal of railroad tracks 
from certain public ways and grounds in the city of 
Worcester; 

To amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 1870, concerning 
manufacturing and other corporations; 

To set off the town of Winthrop from the judicial dis-
trict under the jurisdiction of the municipal court of East 
Boston ; 

To authorize the Railroad Commissioners to summon 
witnesses, administer oaths and take testimony, were sev-
erally read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to incorporate the town of North Adams was 
read a third time and indefinitely postponed. 

The House bills, 
Relating to partitions and sales of real estate by order 

of the probate courts ; 
To annex a part of the town of Medford to the town of 

Maiden, were severally read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The resolve authorizing the State Board of Health to s ta te Board of 
examine into the pollution of the sources of water-supply, e a 

and report thereon, was read a third time. 
Mr. Haynes proposed certain amendments to the bill, 

pending the consideration of which the whole subject was 
passed over. 

The report on the order relative to amending chapter Sale under 
103 of the General Statutes was considered, Mr. Ewing m o r t g a g ( - 8 -

having proposed as a substitute therefor a bill to regulate 
the sale under power of sale in mortgages, the same was 
adopted, read, and ordered to a second reading. 

An engrossed bill to amend an Act to supply the towns wakefieidand 
of Wakefield and Stoneham with pure water (which orig-
inated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and was laid 
before the Governor for his approval. 

On motion of Mr. Crane,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet Adjournment, 

on Monday at 2 o'clock, r. M. 
Adjourned. 



Resolves. 

Peabody. 

Railroads. 

North Adams. 

Green Harbor Marshes. 

Boston. 

Tombs in eitics. 

MONDAY, April 1 6 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, on the 

resolves, 
Reimbursing sundry cities and towns for payments made 

on account of rent of armories ; 
In favor of companies A and D of the First Battalion 

of Cavalary, M. V. M. ; and 
Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the same committee, on the 

resolves relating to the celebration of the centennial anni-
versary of the battle of Bennington, and in aid of erecting 
a monument in commemoration of the same, severally 
reported that said resolves ought to pass, and they were 
ordered to a second reading. c? 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 
prevent the obstruction of the square in the town of Pea-
body was rejected was taken from the table, and being 
considered, was carried in the negative. 

The order relative to railroads owned by the Common-
wealth was taken from the table, amended, and adopted. 

Mr. Moors moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill to incorporate the town of North Adams 
was indefinitely postponed, and the motion being consid-
ered, was carried in the negative. 

So the Senate refused to reconsider. 
Mr. Sleeper, from the committee on Harbors, on the 

petition of N. H. Dunphe and others and N. II. Whit-
ing and others, reported, asking to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, and that the same be 
referred to the joint special committee on the Revision of 
the Judicial System. 

And the report was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The bill in addition to an Act for the laying out of 

public parks in or near the city of Boston was discharged 
from the orders of the day and recommitted to the com-
mittee on Harbors. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 
amend chapter 28 of the General Statutes, in respect to 



closing tombs in cities was read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill to regulate the sale under power of sale in 
mortgages was read a second time, amended, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The reports, Reports. 
On the petition of J . L . Cole; and 
On the order respecting the analyses of certain liquors, 

were severally accepted in concurrence. 
The Senate bill to provide for the guarantee capital of Bills, 

mutual tire insurance companies was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to set off the town of Winthrop from 

the judicial district under the jurisdiction of the municipal 
court of East Boston was read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 
1870, concerning the Vineyard Grove Company, was 
passed over. 

The House bills, 
To amend an Act relative to establishing shade-tree and 

cemetery funds in savings banks ; 
To provide for the assignment of counsel and the attend-

ance of certain witnesses in criminal trials of inmates of 
reform schools; 

Relating to the proof of signatures; 
To amend an Act entitled an Act to provide for a union 

passenger station, and for the removal of railroad tracks 
from certain public ways and grounds in the city of 
Worcester; 

To set off the town of Winthrop from the judicial dis-
trict under the jurisdiction of the municipal court of East 
Boston ; and 

The House resolve to provide for the construction of a State cami> 
storehouse at the state camp-ground, and the purchase of g r o u n d ' 
tents for the use of the militia, were severally read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The resolve authorizing the State Board of Health to s ta te Board of 
examine into the pollution of the sources of water-supply, U e a l t h -
and report thereon, was considered, and the amendments 



C. H. Hartwell. 

Mass. Family Bank. 

Railroad com-missioners. 

Bills enacted and to Gov. 

Resolves passed and to Gov. 

proposed thereto by Mr. Haynes were rejected, and the 
resolve was then passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The resolve in favor of Charles H. Hartwell was, in ac-
cordance with the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The House bill to amend the charter of the Massachu-
setts Family Bank was read a third time, as heretofore 
amended, and passed to be engrossed with the amend-
ment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill to authorize the Railroad Commissioners 

to summon witnesses, administer oaths and take testimony 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The following engrossed bills (the first of which orig-
inated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— 

Providing for the submitting of the claim of Edwin 
Adams against the Commonwealth to arbitration. 

Concerning the Lancaster Railroad Company. 
To enable judges of probate, without being petitioned 

therefor, to require a new bond when the sureties or the 
penal sum of the old bond are insufficient. 

Relating to boards of health in the several cities of the 
Commonwealth. 

The following engrossed resolves (both of which orig-
inated in the House) passed, and with the above-named 
bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit : 

In favor of the state normal schools at Framingham, 
Salem and Westfield. 

In favor of the Disabled Soldiers' Employment Bureau. 

Salem. 
Paper from the House. 

A bill in addition to an Act establishing the city of Salem 
was read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Adjourned. 

TUESDAY, April 1 7 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the bills, 



To prevent frauds and abuses in the practice of law and 
the use of legal process ; 

For the better protection of children; 
To incorporate the Fidelity Assurance Company of 

Massachusetts; and 
Mr. Kelk >gg, from the same committee, on the bill to Worcester, 

establish the board of registrars of voters of the city of 
Worcester, and to regulate the preparation and revision 
of the voting lists in said city ; and 

Mr. White, from said committee, on the bill to amend Convicts, sentences of section 17, chapter 174 of the General Statutes, relating 
to sentences of convicts ; and 

Mr. Coffin, from the same committee, on the bill to Pawnbrokers, 
authorize a more strict supervision of the business of 
pawnbrokers; and 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the committee on the Treasury, statistics, 
on the resolve providing for the supervision of statistics, 
severally reported that the bills and resolve ought to pass, 
and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the vo te r s , 
bill in relation to the qualification of voters, reported that 
said bill ought not to pass, and the same was placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow on the question of rejection. 

Mr. Sleeper, from the committee on Harbors, on the Boston, 
petition of the city of Boston for authority to fill Roxbury 
Canal, reported a bill to authorize the city of Boston to 
abate a nuisance in Roxbury Canal, and for other purposes, 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to amend section 83 of chapter 320 of the Acts BUIS. 

of 1874, concerning the rent of armories, was read and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Bills, 
Relating to the Scituate beaches (on the petition of 

Henry A. Seaverns and others) ; 
Concerning justices of the peace and trial justices (on 

the report of the Commissioners on the Revision of the 
Judicial System) ; 

For the more accurate registration of voters in certain 
towns (on the orders of February 28 and March 7 in rela-
tion to the subject) ; 

Concerning district and police courts (on the report of 



the Commission on the Revision of the Judicial System), 
were severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

National Come. The petition of the Trustee for Massachusetts for leave 
tain. "U t" to transfer to the United States government the interest 01 

Massachusetts in the Soldiers' National Cemetery at Antie-
tam having come up concurred in the admission thereof, the 
same was referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

B i" 8- The orders of the day were taken up, and the resolves, 
Reimbursing sundry cities and towns for payments made 

on account of rent of armories; 
In favor of companies A and D of the First Battalion of 

Cavalry, M. V. M . ; 
Relating to the celebration of the centennial anniversary 

of the battle of Bennington, and in aid of erecting a 
monument in commemoration of the same, were severally 
read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 28 of the General Statutes, 
in respect to closing tombs in cities, was read a 

third time and passed to be engrossed. Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to regulate the sale under power of sale 
in mortgages was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 
1870, concerning the Vineyard Grove Company, was read a 
third time, amended in the title by striking out the words, 
" to amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 1870 concerning," 
and inserting the words, " in addition to an Act to incor-
porate," and as amended passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Sanciisflcid Otis The report on the petition of Sandisfield, Otis and Tol-and Tolland. . , . . ' 

land was taken from the table and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Chelsea Bridge. A bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge 
over Mystic River came up from the House, the same 
having been substituted for a Senate bill in relation to the 
same subject, and the same having been read, Mr. Crane 
rose to a point of order, which being stated was, that the 



bill having'been rejected by the Senate it was not admis-
sible under rule 39 of the Senate. After debate, but 
before any decision of the Chair on the point of order, the 
whole subject was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Breed, the vote by which the resolve 
in favor of Charles H. Hartwell was rejected was recon-
sidered, and the resolve was then ordered to a second 
reading. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the county commission- Franklin Co. 
ers of Franklin County to borrow money for the purpose 
of paying such costs and expenses as said county may be 
required to pay under the provisions of an Act relating to 
Sunderland Bridge (which originated in the Senate) passed 
to be enacted. An engrossed resolve in favor of Samuel Hillman of Samuelhm-, . man. 
Adams (which originated in the House) passed, and, with 
the above-named bill, was laid before the Governor for his 
approval. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , April 1 8 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Sleeper, from the committee on Harbors, to whom Boston, 

was recommitted the bill in addition to an Act for the lay-
ing out of public parks in or near the city of Boston, 
reported the same in a new draft. 

Mr. Coffin, from the joint special committee on the n>. 
Revisioh of the Judicial System, on so much of the Gov-
ernor's address as relates to the subject, reported a bill 
relating to the civil jurisdiction of the municipal court of 
the city of Boston, and these bills were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to amend an Act concerning associations for Religions asso-

religious, charitable, educational and other purposes was c , a t I o n s ' 
read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A resolve relating to certain employés in the Adjutant- Adjutant-Gen-
General's office (in a new draft) was read and referred to e K l 

the committee on the Treasury. 
37 



Woman's Prison. 

Educational purposes. 

Moses 9. Wheeler. 

Vineyard Grove Co. 

Resolves. 

Practice of the law. 

The Senate bill making appropriations for ttie expenses 
of the Reformatory Prison for Women came up concurred, 
with certain amendments, which were adopted in concur-
rence. 

The House bill making appropriations for certain educa-
tional purposes came up, and the House insists on its 
action thereon. And Messrs. Rice of Danvers, Egleston 
of Westfield, and White of Boston are appointed a com-
mittee of conference on the subject-matter of difference 
between the two houses in relation thereto. 

And the Senate insisted on its non-concurrence in the 
amendment proposed by the House to the Senate amend-
ment therein, and Messrs. Russell, Ginnodo and Haynes 
were appointed a committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate. 

A report of the committee on Claims, granting leave to 
withdraw, on the petition of Moses S. Wheeler, was read 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Coffin, the vote by which the bill to 
amend chapter 110 of the Acts of 1870, concerning the 
Vineyard Grove Company, was passed to be engrossed, 
was reconsidered, and the bill was laid on t^ie table. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To amend section 17, chapter 174 of the General Stat-

utes, relating to sentences of convicts ; 
To incorporate the Fidelity Assurance Company of 

Massachusetts; 
For the better protection of children ; 
To authorize a more strict supervision of the business 

of pawnbrokers ; 
To establish the board of registrars of voters of the 

city of Worcester, and to regulate the preparation aud 
revision of the voting lists in said city ; 

Concerning district and police courts ; 
Co ncerning justices ot the peac#and trial justices; aud 
The resolves, 
Providing for the supervision of statistics ; and 
In favor of Charles H. Hartwell, were severally read a 

second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to prevent frauds and abuses in the practice of 

law, and the use of legal process, was read a second time 
and refused a third reading. 

Subsequently, Mr. Swett moved a reconsideration of the 



vote by which the bill was refused a third reading, and the 
motion was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill relating to Scituate beaches was read a second scituate time and passed over. beaches. 
The House resolve reimbursing.sundry cities and towns Armories, 

for payments made on account of rent of armories was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

The report on the petition of Otis, Sandistield and Tol- otis, Sandisfieid 
land was considered, and the substitute proposed therefor a n d T o l l a n d -
by Mr. Garfield was rejected, and the report was then 
accepted in concurrence. 

The bill iu relation to the qualification of voters was, in 
accordance with the report of the committee thereon, 
rejected. 

The bill for the more accurate registration of voters Registration of; 
was.read a second time, whereupon Mr. Ginnodo proposed TOtera-

a substitute Therefor, and the bill was passed over and the 
substitute ordered to be printed. 

The House resolves, 
In favor of companies A and D of the 1st Battalion of MIIM». 

Cavalry, M. Y. M . ; and 
Relating to the celebration of the centennial anniver- Bennington, 

sary of the Battle of Bennington, and in aid of erecting a 
monument in commemoration of the same, were severally 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

The bill to authorize the city of Boston to abate a Boston, 
nuisance in Roxbury Canal, and for other purposes, was 
laid on the table. 

The following engrossed bills (all of which originated Bins enacted 
in the House) passed to be enacted, and were laid before "" t 0 a ° v " 
the Governor for his approval, to wi t :— 

To incorporate the Montgomery Guard Association of 
the city of Boston. 

To abolish the office of overseers of houses of correction ; 
and 

In relation to certain reports and statutes and standard 
weights, measures and balances furnished to towns. 

Notice was received from the House announcing that 
the-Senate bills, 

Concerning the duties of assessors in relation to the 
taxation of personal property ; 



To prevent the destruction of fish in the rivers and 
streams in the town of Westport ; and 

To annex a part of the town of Saugus to the city of 
Lynn, had severally been rejected by that branch. 

Adjourned. 

State archives. 

State paupers. 

Courts in Suf-folk County. 

T H U R S D A Y , April 19, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was reafl. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on 

the resolves in relation to indexing the state archives; and 
Mr. Breed, from the same committee, on the bill relat-

ing to the temporary aid ,,of state paupers by cities or 
towns; and , 

The bill to amend section 83, chapter 320, Acts of 1874, 
concerning rent of armories, severally reported that said 
bills and resolve ought to pass, and they were ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee of conference on the 
subject-matter of difference between the two houses in 
relation to the amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
bill relating to the employment and compensation of offi-
cers in attendance upon the supreme judicial and superior 
courts in the county of Suffolk, reported that the House 
should recede from its non-concurrence in said amendment, 
and the report was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills. Bills, 

Concerning cooperative saving fund and loan associa-
tions (on the petition of Josiah Quiucy and others) ; 

Concerning appeals in district, municipal and police 
courts, and before trial justices, and for the abolishing of 
certain district and police courts (on the report of the 
commission on the Revision of the Judicial System and 
the remonstrances of P. A. Chadbourne and others, and 
a petition of C. W . Gleason and others) ; and 

B.,o. &Fitch- To authorize the Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg and New 
Co. - g e ( j f o r ( } ; R a i l r o a d Company to issue preferred stock (ou 



the petition of the same), were severally read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Notice was received from the House that the Senate bill English spar-
to amend section 4 of chapter 95 of the Acts of 1877, 
relating to birds, birds' eggs, deer and game, had been 
rejected by that branch. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the Senate Practice of the 
refused to reconsider the vote whereby the bill to prevent l a w ' 
frauds and abuses in the practice of law, and the use of 
legal process, was refused a third reading. 

The bill in addition to an Act for the laying out of pub- Boston, 
lie parks in or near the city of Boston was read a second 
time, amended, and laid on the table. 

The bill relating to the civil jurisdiction of the munici- ib. 
pal court of the city of Boston was read a second time 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to amend section 17, chapter 174 of the convicts. 
General Statutes, relating to sentences of convicts, was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. The House bills, Bins. 

To incorporate the Fidelity Assurance Company of 
Massachusetts; 

For the better protection of children ; 
To authorize a more strict supervision of the business of pawnbrokers; 
To establish the board of registrars of voters of the 

city of Worcester, and to regulate the preparation and 
revision of the voting lists in said city ; and 

The House resolve providing for the supervision of statistics, 
statistics, were severally read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The report on the petition of Moses S. Wheeler was Moses s. accepted in concurrence. whec ie r . 
The House bill concerning district and police courts District and 

was read a third time, amended, and passed to be engrossed p o l i c e c o u r t s -
witli the amendment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

The House bill concerning justices of the peace and Justices of the 
trial justices was read a third time and passed over. peace.etc. 

The bill for the more accurate registration of voters in Registration of 
certain towns was further considered, the question being v o t e r 8 ' 



on a substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Ginnodo, and 
the vote thereon was determined as follows, to wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Barton, Breed, Denny, 

Fiske, Garfield, Ginnodo, 
Hill, Kellogg, Lyn de, 
Morse, Sherman, Truell.—I 

NAYS.—Messrs. Brimliall, Coffin, Ewing, 
Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Gilbert, 
Gregory, Jewett, Rand, 
Russell, Sleeper, Weld, White.—13. 

So the substitute was rejected. 
Subsequently, Mr. Fiske moved a reconsideration of the 

vote whereby the same was rejected, and the motion was 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, 

s d t u a t e The bill relating to the Scituate beaches was read a 
second time, amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

Subsequently, Mr. Allen moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
the motion was placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

c. H . Hanweii . The Senate resolve in favor of Charles H. Hartwell was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Bills enacted The following engrossed bills (the first eight of which 
and to Gov. originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit:— 

In addition to an Act for supplying the city of Salem 
with pure water. 

To regulate the fisheries in the Weeweeantitt River and 
its tributaries, and for stocking the same with shad and 
alewives. 

Relating to the sealing of weights and measures. 
To amend section 20 of chapter 127 of the Acts ot the 

year 18<31 for the protection of agricultural societies and 
farmers' clubs. 

To revise and amend the charter for the city of Spring-
field. 

To amend an Act to provide for the construction and 
maintenance of a highway and bridge across the Con-
necticut River at Turner's Falls. 

In addition to an Act for supplying the city of New 
Bedford with pure water. 

. To authorize the city of Newton to lay and maintain a 
main drain in Boston. 



To fix the salary of the clerk of the police court of Bins enacted Newburyport. and to Gov. 
To annex a part of the town of Medford to Maiden; 

and 
To amend an Act to provide for a union passenger sta-

tion, and for the removal of railroad tracks from certain 
public ways and grounds in the city of Worcester. 

An engrossed resolve in favor of Patrick Mihan (which PatrickMihan. 
originated in the House) passed, and, with the above-
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his ap-
proval. 

Mr. Kellogg, from the committee on Federal Relations, Memorial 
to whom was referred the report in relation to the erec- s t a t u e s -
tion of memorial statues in the National Capitol, reported 
that no legislation is necessary thereon, and the report, 
under a suspension of the rules, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the committee on the Treasury, Legislative 
reported the bill to provide for the proper auditing of c o m m i t t e e s -
the expenses of legislative committees without amend-
ment, and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , April 20, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Coffin, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the judgment 

order relative to the further protection of persons from d e b t o r 8 -
vexatious arrests, reported a bill relating to the arrest and 
examination of judgment debtors, and the same was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, saicm. 
reported the bill in addition to an Act establishing the 
city of Salem without amendment, and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Bowman, from the joint special committee on the Hoosac Tunnel 
Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad, on so e t c ' 
much of the Governor's address as relates to said subject, 



reported a bill to further define the policy of the Com-
monwealth in regard to the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad, 

^unuei'and°sac s a m e Senator, from the same committee, on the 
West'-n Railway petition of the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Rail-

way Company ; and 
Bay state On the petition of the Bay State Transportation League, Transportation j . . J n , , 
Co. reported that said petitioners severally have leave to with-

draw, and the bills and reports were severally laid on the 
table. 

Adjutant-Gen. Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, reported 
the resolve relating to certain employés in the Adjutant-
General's office without amendment, and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
Public charities. A resolve authorizing the appointment of a commission 

to inquire into the expediency of revising the system of 
administration of the public charities of this Common-
wealth (on the Governor's address) was read and referred 
to the committee on the Treasury. 

K R ' C O N ' E ' ^ kill i ' 1 relation to the New York and New England 
Railroad Company (on the petition of the same) was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Appropriations A report of the committee of conference on the subiect-for educational i c i • n* • 
purposes. matter of difference between the two houses in relation 

to certain amendments in the bill making appropriations 
for certain educational purposes, the same being that the 
committee had been unable to agree, and Messrs. Wade 
of Newton, Washburn of Worcester, and Winship of 
Wakefield are appointed a new committee of conference 
011 the subject, was accepted in concurrence, and Messrs. 
Gilbert, Mayhew and Fiske were appointed a committee 
of conference 011 the part of the Senate, in relation to the 
disagreeing votes of the two houses. 

On motion of Mr. Bowman,— 
Hoosac Tunnel, Ordered, That the committee on Printing consider the 

expediency of printing extra copies of the report of the 
committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad, being Senate Document No. 170. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 



Subsequently, Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the above-named 
committee, reported that said order should be adopted in 
the following form :— 

Ordered, That two thousand extra copies of the report 
of the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad be printed and bound, with suitable 
covers, and the report being considered under a suspen-
sion of the rule, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the first Registration of 
matter thereon being the motion to reconsider the vote v o t e r s ' 
whereby the substitute proposed by Mr. Ginnodo for the 
bill for the more accurate registration of voters in towns 
was rejected, the question thereon was taken by yeas and 
nays as follows, to Wit:— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Barton, Breed, 

Brimhall, Denny, Fiske, Garfield, Ginnodo, Ilill, Holmes, Howes, Lynde, Mayliew, Moors, Morse, Saunders, Sherman, Stone, Swett, Truell, Whicher, White.—22. 
NATS.—Messrs. Bowman, Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Gregory, Rand, Russell, Sleeper, Weld.—8. 

So the vote was reconsidered, and the substitute was 
adopted, read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the Senate Seituate 
ordered to a third reading the bill relating to Seituate b e a c h e s -
beaches was carried in the affirmative, and the vote by 
which the bill was amended was reconsidered, and the 
amendment was thereupon rejected and the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, B i l l s -
Relating to the temporary aid of state paupers by cities 

or towns; 
To amend section 83, chapter 320, Acts of 1874, con-

cerning rent of armories; and 
To provide for the proper auditing of the expenses of 

legislative committees, were severally read a second time 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill concerning cooperative saving fund and loan 
associations was laid on the table. 
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B n l 3 - The bill concerning appeals in district, municipal and 
police courts, and before trial justices, and for the abolish-
ing of certain district and police courts, was ordered to 
be placed first in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate bill relating to the civil jurisdiction of the 
municipal court of the city of Boston was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed. • 

Sent down for concurrence. ' 
Came up concurred. 

The bill concerning justices of,the peace and trial jus-
tices was passed over. 

The bill to authorize the Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg and 
New Bedford Railroad Company to issue preferred stock 
was read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley,— 
Adjournment. Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to meet 

on Monday next at 2 o'clock, p. M. 
Adjourned. 

MONDAY, April 23, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 

Trans ta t<\ ' Allen gave notice that at the proper time he should 
(¿mspoitation offer a substitute for the report of the joint special com-

mittee on the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad on the Buy State Transportation Company; viz., 
bill to incorporate the Boston and Chicago Railway Trust 
Company. 

And on motion of the same Senator the bill was ordered 
to be printed. 

BiIls- Papers from the House. 
A bill in relation to costs in actions under the trustee 

process (on an Order in relation to the subject) was read 
and ordered to a second reading.. 

The Senate bill to give general equity jurisdiction to the 
supreme judicial court, and for other purposes, came up 
concurred, with certain amendments, and the bill was 
ordered to be printed as amended. 

The Senate bill to provide for annual returns from 
literary, educational, benevolent, charitable, scientific and 



religious societies came up concurred, with an amend-
ment, which was adopted in concurrence. 

The bill- to authorize the city of Boston to abate a Roxbury Canal, 
nuisance in Roxbury Canal, and for other purposes, was 
taken from the table and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

The following engrossed bills (the first of which origin- Biiisenacted 
ated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— 

Legalizing the laying out and alteration of certain ways 
in the town of Clinton. 

Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 
Benjamin D. Dwinnell for services and losses connected 
with the burning of the Fitchburg Jail . 

To amend section 15 of chapter 204 of the Acts of 1876, 
relating to the sales of public property. 

To amend an Act relating to establishing shade-tree and 
cemetery funds in savings banks. 

To amend section 23 of chapter 203 of the Acts of 
1876 in relation to the reports of deposits of savings banks 
and institutions for savings. 

Relating to proof of signatures. 
Relating to partitions and sflles of real estate by order 

of the probate courts. 
Authorizing the treasurer of Worcester County to pay 

William O. Brown for services connected with the burn-
ing of the Fitchburg Jail. 

Authorizing appeals from the decisions of the Tax Com-
missioner in relation to the taxation of insurance compa-
nies ; and 

To set off the town of Winthrop from the judicial dis-
trict under the jurisdiction of the municipal court of East 
Boston. 

The following engrossed resolves (all of which origin- Resolves passed 
ated in the House) passed, and, with the above-named bills, 
were laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit :— 

Reimbursing sundry cities and towns for payments made Armories, 
on account of rents of armories. 

Providing for an amendment to the Constitution to per- Election dis-
mit the division of towns into election districts. 

Concerning the amendment to the Constitution relating 
to certain officers of Harvard College. 

Relating to the celebration of the centennial anniver- Bennington, 
sary of the battle of Bennington, and in aiding in erect-
ing a monument in commemoration of the same. 



B i l l s - The orders of the day were taken up, and the hills, 
In addition to an Act establishing the city of Salem ; 
Relating to the annual examination of judgment debtors ; 
In relation to the New York and New England Railroad 

Company ; and the 
Ajjutant-Gen- Resolve relating to certain employés in the Adjutant-

General's office, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

B i" s- The bill to provide for the keeping of a register of 
voters in towns was read a second time, amended, and 
ordered to a third reading, and to be printed as amended. 

The bill concerning appeals in district, municipal and 
police courts, and before trial justices, and for the abolish-
ing of certain district and police courts, was read a second 
time, amended, and laid on the table. 

The House bills, 
Relating to Scituate beaches ; 
Relating to the temporary aid of state paupers by cities 

or towns ; 
To amend section 83, chapter 320, Acts of 1874, con-

cerning rent of armories; 
To provide for the proper auditing of the expenses of 

legislative committees; and 
To authorize the Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg and New 

Bedford Railroad Company to issue preferred stock, were 
severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

state archives. The House resolve relative to the indexing of the state 
archives was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The bill concerning justices of the peace and trial jus-
tices was laid on the table. 

Bin»- The bills, 
To authorize the city of Boston to abate a nuisance in 

Roxbury Canal, and for other purposes; and 
In addition to an Act for the laying out of public parks 

in or near the city of Boston, were taken from the table 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Chelsea Bridge. The bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge 
over Mystic River was taken from the table, and the ques-
tion being stated on the point of order raised by Mr. 
Crane in relation to the admissibility of the bill under 
rule 39 of the Senate, the President ruled as follows:— 



Senate bill No. 63 of the present session, "concerning 
the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge over Mj'stic River," 
being regularly received from the House of Representa-
tives, April 17, 1877, with an indorsement importing that 
it had been there substituted for Senate bill No. 116, " t o 
provide for the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge," and 
having been read, the point of order was made by Mr. 
Crane of Suffolk, that it was obnoxious to rule No. 39, 
and should be excluded, as having been finally rejected by 
the Senate, within the meaning of the rule. 

Rule No. 39 is as follows:— 
" When any measure shall be finally rejected, it shall not be revived except by reconsideration, and no measure substantially the same shall be introduced during the session ; and this rule shall apply as well to measures originating in the House, as to those originating in the Senate." 
This rule was adopted in 1817, as far as and including 

the word "session"; dispensed with in 1831, and revived 
in 1838. It was amended in 1841, by the addition of the 
last clause; but the journals of those years give no clue 
to the reasons why it was adopted, dispensed with, revived, 
or amended. 

It is our business to ascertain what the rule means, and 
whether it is applicable to the bill objected to. We are 
not at present called upon to consider whether the rule 
is advisable or necessary, but whether it is intelligible. 
And, if possible, it must be so interpreted as to give full 
force and elfect to every part. 

The object of the rule is clear. I t is to preclude "the 
same question from being a second time presented during 
the same session." 

Mr. Speaker Long, in his well-considered and courteous 
ruling, printed in House Document No. 323, involving 
the construction of House rule No. 47, corresponding to 
the Senate rule under consideration, truly remarks : " I t 
must be remembered that our rules are for the most part 
an expression of the general parliamentary law." The 
parliamentary law of England is the parliamentary law of 
America, modified by circumstances. The principles of 
parliamentary law, as set forth in Mr. Cushing's copious 
and valuable work upon the "law and practice of Leg-
islative Assemblies," are, by rule 45, made the guide 
of the Senate, where they are not inconsistent with the 
Standing Rules and Orders, and the Joint Rules. 



The object of the rules, in the main, is to crystallize 
the principles and practice of the law parliamentary into 
convenient, compact, intelligible form. The rules con-
stitute a brief code, sufficient to guide the legislator in 
ordinary cases. The general parliamentary law supple-
ments them, and must often be resorted to, to explain 
their meaning when obscure, and to supply their deficiency. 
But our rules, though usually merely axioms of the com-
mon law of parliament, have in some cases been modified 
by a supposed necessity, and sometimes, perhaps, by 
caprice, or through the influence of temporary irritation, 
on the part of one branch or the other. Thus Warrington, 
for twelve years clerk of the House of Representatives, in 
his "Manual," illustrating the rule " t o prevent the attach-
ing of two or more different propositions together," re-
marks that " the rule, if adopted by one branch of a legis-
lative body, ought also to be adopted by the other, so that 
they may be on an equality." The attaching together by 
the Senate of two incongruous bills, one of which had 
been rejected by the House, led to the adoption by the 
House of a portion of rule No. 47 (adopted in 1870), 
which Warrington (certainly not with over-statement) 
remarks "has the appearance of discourtesy." If any 
portion of rule 39 transcends the established and wise 
doctrine upon the subject to which it relates,—is inexpe-
dient, unnecessary, or apparently discourteous to the other 
branch,—it may have had a similar origin, and should be 
modified. 

The General Court of Massachusetts always claimed the 
powers and pursued the practice of the House of Commons 
of England. As early as June 1, 1610, " i t was agreed 
for a rule" in the House of Commons " tha t no bill of the 
same substance be brought in in the same session." Thus 
the doctrine was fully established, long before there was a 
General Court at Plymouth or Boston. It has since been 
largely extended, so that a new bill cannot now be intro-
duced while a similar bill is pending or has passed. And 
if, upon a motion for leave to introduce a bill, leave is 
refused, that judgment precludes the introduction of a bill 
substantially similar, as completely as if it were upon the 
bill itself. 

The rule of parliament, declared in 1610, excludes a 
second proposition " of the same substance"; rule 39 
excludes a measure " substantially the same." There can 
be no question that the rule of the House of Commons and 



the rule of the Senate mean precisely the same thing. Of 
the former, Cushing observes (sect. 2309) that it "clearly 
implies, that if the propositions in question are the same 
in substance and effect, however different in form, they 
are within the rule." "The question must be determined 
by comparing together the two propositions as they stand." 

But, "when it becomes necessary to institute a compari-
son between the different provisions of two bills, which 
are already drawn, it may appear that, although intended 
for the same purpose, and consequently of the same sub-
stance," and " of the same argument and matter," in one 
sense, they nevertheless "differ so essentially in the mode 
and means by which that purpose is to be effected, as to be 
in substance different bills." " T w o bills are the same 
(sect. 2311) when they have the same purpose in view, 
and propose to effect it by the same means, although in 
point of phraseology they may be expressed in different 
terms." 

It may be advisable to quote various passages in which 
this rule, with its limitations, is tersely stated by Mr. 
Cushing. As in section 2135, " A question once decided 
in the negative, cannot bo renewed in the same session of 
parliament." 

At section 2305, " N o question or motion can regularly 
be offered, upon which the judgment of the House has 
been expressed during the current session." 

In the note on page 895 (edition of 1856), Mr. Cushing 
says, "The rule, when stated broadly and fully, may be 
thus expressed ; namely, that when the House has already 
done a particular thing, that thing can neither bo undone, 
nor otherwise done; and that when the House has refused 
to do a particular thing, that thing cannot be done." 

This principle of parliamentary law and practice is 
admittedly so valuable, that it has been inserted in the con-
stitution of some American States, as Tennessee, Texas, 
South Carolina and Georgia." "The rule," says Mr. 
Cushing, " is essential, in order to avoid contradictory 
decisions, to prevent surprise, and to afford proper oppor-
tunity for determining questions as they severally arise." 
"But," he adds , ' " i t is equally essential, however, that the 
discretion of the House should not be so far confined by its 
rules of proceeding as to subject its votes to irrevocable 
error, or to prevent it from changing its determination, 
when such change is clearly proper and necessary." 
" Hence, while the rule above alluded to is recognized as 



a general one, it admits of such exceptions, and is applied 
in such a manner, that the discretion of the assembly is 
not thereby unnecessarily restrained." 

The principal exception is found in the general rule of 
parliamentary practice, that " whenever the course of pro-
ceeding requires the house to come to several successive 
resolutions, each one is to be considered and decided by 
itself, and without reference to any step previously taken. 
The advantage of this method is that it affords the house 
an opportunity to revise and reconsidei^ its prior deter-
minations. Every stage of a bill submits the whole and 
every part of it to the opinion of the house. It is the 
operation of this rule, chiefly, that prevents the incon-
venience which would otherwise inevitably result from a 
strict application of the principle which excludes a measure 
substantially the same with one already rejected." Thus, 
under our practice here, an amendment rejected upon the 
question of ordering a bill to a third reading may be 
renewed in precisely the same terms when the question 
comes upon ordering the bill to be engrossed. And so, 
the right of moving a reconsideration upon the same or 
the succeeding day, as recognized in rules 17 and 39, or 
even afterwards by a suspension of the rules through 
means of a two-thirds vote, are ample to protect the legis-
lative body from any mischievous consequences arising 
from its own hasty consideration of a measure, and the 
rigidity of the rule. 

But the most influential exception to the rule is, that 
its " application is confined only to the house in which the 
previous proceeding has taken place, and to the members 
of that house." (Gushing, p. 896.) "Thus , if a bill is 
pending, or has been rejected in one house, the same bill, 
that is, a bill of the same tenor, may nevertheless be 
introduced in the other, inasmuch as the latter has not yet 
come to any judgment upon that or a similar bill. If such 
bill passes in the house in which it is begun, it may be 
sent from that house to the other, and so introduced in 
that house, although a similar bill is there pending or has 
been passed, or rejected." 

The reasons for this exception are happily, and, as the 
Chair conceives, correctly stated on page 3 of the ruling of 
Mr. Speaker Long, before referred to. 

AVe have probably sufficiently considered the general 
rule and its limitations, i.e., that a thing the body has 
once refused to do, cannot be afterwards done, unless by 



amendment or other action in a subsequent stage of the 
measure, by reconsideration, or through the action of the 
other branch. Do our rules conflict or restrict the appli-
cation of the general rule? We may again recur to rule 
No. 47 of the House of Representatives, for illustration. 
The first part of that rule expresses the general doctrine 
with accuracy : " When a bill, order, petition, memorial or 
remonstrance has been finally rejected, no measure sub-
stantially the same shall be introduced by any committee 
or member during the same session." The Speaker now 
decides that the same measure may be introduced by way 
of a distinct bill, coming from the Senate, unless received 
in the guise of an amendment to a House bill, which the 
latter part of rule 47 directs shall be indorsed as non-
concurred in without further action. And the House com-
mittee on Rules and Orders now recommend that rule No. 
47 be amended by striking out this last provision. (See 
997, upon the calendar of the House for this day.) If the 
order reported by them is adopted, rule 47 will be in per-
fect conformity with the general rule, as interpreted by the 
Speaker. And the origin of the present discrepancy has 
i>een stated by "Warr ington." Let us consider, then, 
whether rule No. 39 of the Senate is, or is not, in like 
conformity with the general rule. 

" When any measure shall be finally rejected, it shall 
not be revived except by reconsideration, and no measure 
substantially the same shall be introduced during the ses-
sion ; and this rule shall apply as well to measures origin-
ating in the House, as to those originating in the Senate." 
The words "finally rejected" are also found in House rule 
No. 47. 

It appears to be thought that these words imply that the 
measure shall, in so many words, be "rejected," as upon a 
motion expressly made and declared for that purpose. 
The Chair apprehends that this notion is not the cor-
rect one. A measure is rejected when the House refuses 
to allow it to take any of those steps necessary to its ulti-
mate success. Thus, in the case recently passed upon by 
the Speaker, the House had accepted the report of its 
committee, that it was inexpedient to legislate upon an 
order under which a bill had been submitted to the com-
mittee, identically similar with the one afterwards admitted 
by the Senate; and the Speaker rules that the measure 
was thereby "finally rejected," under rule 47, and only 
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thereafter receivable from the Senate, by way of exception 
to the rule. 

When an order is rejected, or a petition excluded, or 
leave is refused to bring in a bill, or a bill or resolve is 
refused any one of its successive stages of advancement, 
it is "finally rejected," unless afterwards brought within 
one of the exceptions to the rule. 

Under our practice, the question is directly upon the 
rejection of a bill in only one case ; i. e., when a commit-
tee report that it ought not to pass. Our practice is to 
concentrate the attention of the members, as clearly as 
possible, upon the precise action recommended by the 
committee, as that an order be adopted, or that the bill 
pass, instead of merely accepting the report of the com-
mittee, which would, it is conceived, equally cause the 
rejection of the bill. Motions to reject a bill are not now 
common. Gushing says, under the head of " rejection " 
(page 907) : "Opposition to a bill may be manifested in 
several ways : as by postponing the proceeding upon it to 
a day beyond the session, which is the usual mode ; or by 
putting a negative upon any of the motions which may be 
made to forward it in the regular course of business 
which is a mode frequently adopted ; or by a direct motion 
to reject the bill altogether, which, as it implies some degree 
of feeling on the part of the house, is uot so common, at 
least in modern times." "For the last half century and 
more, the journals of the Commons record only two 
instances of this proceeding, though in the other house 
the practice has been more general." 

But any action substantially disposing of a measure for 
the session is a "final rejection " of it. Thus, Mr. Cush-
ing says, elsewhere (sect. 2317) : " A bill is pending 
until it has been rejected, or until a negative has been 
put upon some one of the motions necessary to forward 
it, which is equivalent to a rejection ; as for example, that 
it be read a second or a third time, or that it be engrossed 
or passed, or until the House, by a direct vote, has 
declared that it will no longer proceed with the bill, as 
where it is ordered to be withdrawn or laid aside." Sect. 
2319: " I f the postponement should be to a day beyond 
the possibility of the continuance of the session,—as, for 
example, to a day beyond the term of the legal existence 
of the parliament,—such a postponement could hardly be 
considered in any other light than a rejection." 

Upon the whole, the Chair has no hesitation in declar-



ing as his opinion that the first part of rule 39, to and 
including the word session, accurately expresses the gen-
eral parliamentary law, with all the exceptions which have 
been stated, including the reception of a measure pre-
cisely identical with one already rejected by the Senate, if 
coming from the House of Representatives. The only 
difficulty of the Chair is with the latter portion of the 
rule; i. e., " And this rule shall apply as well to measures 
originating in the House as to those originating in the 
Senate." 

Without this clause, any measure coming from the 
House would be here admissible, although "substantially 
the same" with one already "finally rejected" by the 
Senate. What effect, then, must be given to the part of 
the rule just quoted? It is hardly necessary to repeat 
that, according to all rules of construction, we must find 
for it a clear, intelligible interpretation, if possible. We 
cannot reject it as mere surplusage, if susceptible of such 
an interpretation. We are not to suppose that our pred-
ecessors employed language that is meaningless, unless 
we find ourselves absolutely shut up to such a conclusion. 
No American legislative body has been, to say the least, 
more scrupulously observant of parliamentary law than the 
Massachusetts Legislature. And, as we have seen, the 
rule, thus far, embodies the wholesome general doctrine, 
with all its needful restrictions and exceptions, as ex-
pounded by our own recognized authority, Judge Cushing. 
When we find, therefore, that this rule, framed in 1817, 
was modified in 1841, we should naturally infer that the 
amendment was made to accomplish some object, and 
should expect to find a restriction, limiting its operation. 

The definition—"measures originating in the House"— 
must refer either to the measure "finally rejected" by the 
Senate, or to the "measure substantially the same," which 
it is afterwards proposed to introduce. But there never 
was any question that the Senate might reject a measure 
which came to it from the House, and then both the general 
rule, and rule 39, before the amendment of 1841, would 
exclude the same measure, whether proposed in the Senate, 
or coming to it a second time from the House; so that the 
amendment would be mere surplusage. I t is true, as 
already stated, that a most important and valuable excep-
tion to the general rule exists in the well-recognized usage 
of receiving from the other branch a measure already 
rejected by the body to which it is sent. But this relief 



contemplates a measure introduced in the other branch, 
after rejection by the body to which it is sent. In the 
language already quoted from Mr. Cushing,—"if a bill is 
pending or has been rejected in one house, the same bill, 
that is, a bill of the same tenor, may nevertheless be 
introduced in the other; inasmuch as the latter has not yet 
come to any judgment upon that or any similar bill." 

The rule does not embrace a measure already rejected 
in the other branch, as well as in the body to which it was 
sent. In such case, the general parliamentary rule would 
apply to exclude the new measure in one house as well as 
the other. The rule of the House has for many years been 
the same as now, in reference to the introduction of a 
new measure substantially the same with one already 
rejected ; and in 1841, the author of " the law and practice 
of legislative assemblies" was, himself, Clerk of the House 
of Representatives. So that the rule and practice of both 
houses must have been substantially the same at the time 
referred to. 

The collocation of the expressions, and the grammatical 
construction of the rule, also appear to indicate that the 
"measure originating in the house" is the "measure sub-O O stantially the same," and not the " measure finally re- , 
jected." This construction is aided, also, by the words, 
" this rule," which has for its object the exclusion of a 
measure once rejected—i. e., the pith and marrow of the 
rule—shall exclude the rejected measure as completely if 
it comes from the House, as if it is attempted to revive it 
in the Senate. 

The Chair feels, therefore, impelled to decide that the 
last clause of rule No. 39 is not mere surplusage, but ap-
plies to forbid the introduction of a measure from the 
House, being substantially the same as one already rejected 
by the Senate. Thus construed, the rule violates the 
settled parliamentary doctrine, and threatens the harmony 
of the two bodies, as it must be prejudicial to the proper 
conduct of business in the public interest. It may have 
had its origin in temporary caprice or irritation. But 
these considerations address themselves to the good sense 
of Senators as to the expediency of modifying the rule, 
not at all to the Chair in passing upon its real meaning. 
The Chair therefore rules, that when-a measure is .once 
rejected in the Senate, it cannot again bo acted upon, even 
although it comes from the House. 

Let us apply these principles to the matter in hand. 



The journals of the Senate, and the Clerk's indorsements 
upon the bill, show that, upon March 6, it was reported 
by the committee on Roads and Bridges. March 7, it 
was placed in the orders of the day. March 8, it 
was laid on the table. March 14, it was again placed 
in the orders of the day. Under the date of March 15 
appears the following indorsement: "Recommitted to 
committee on Roads and Bridges, with instructions to 
consider the expediency of reporting a bill providing for 
the appointment of a commission to determine in what 
manner Chelsea Bridge shall be maintained." March 21, 
the committee reported the bill back to the Senate, declar-
ing that it was "inexpedient to - report a bill for the ap-
pointment of such commission." March 23, Mr. Crane 
of Suffolk offered as a substitute for this bill, Senate bill 
No. 116, entitled, " A n Act to provide for the mainte-
nance of Chelsea Bridge," which, after discussion, rejec-
tion, and reconsideration, was substituted, March 26, passed 
through its several readings, and sent to the House of 
Representatives, which, on the 3d of April, substituted 
Senate bill No. 63 for it. Thus the House has sent back 
to the Senate a measure not only "substantially," but 
identically, the same, with that deliberately rejected by the 
Senate, after full consideration. The bill must be excluded 
under the point of order raised, and the construction of 
rule No. 39 by the Chair. The indorsement upon bill 
No. 116 from the House of Representatives is as follows :—. 

" H. It., April 13, 1877. 
" Passed to be engrossed in concurrence, as taken into the 

accompanying new draf t . GEO. A. H A R D E N , Clerk." 
But the "new d ra f t " is that very same, distinct, inde-

pendent, hostile measure which has been "finally rejected" 
by the Senate in favor of No. 116, and which is, therefore, 
inadmissible. 

[Extract from the Journa l of the Senate, May 28, 1868, printed Journal , p. 399.] 
" A bill, respecting licenses to build upon flats, was read, 

whereupon Mr. Crane rose to a point of order, which being 
stated was, that it was substantially the same as a measure 
which had been once rejected by the Senate, during the present 
session. 

" The Chair ruled that the point of order was well taken, and 
the bill was accordingly not received." 

On motion of Mr. Kellogg, the committee on Senate 
rules and orders were ordered to consider the propriety 
of amending rule 39 of the Senate rules and orders. 



Weymouth fire district. 

Religious and other associa-tions. 

Powers of 
attorney. 
Liquor law. 

Hoosac Tunnel, etc. 

TUESDAY, April 24, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. White, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 

whom was referred the bill to dissolve the Weymouth fire 
district, and to authorize the sale of its property, reported 
the same in a new draft, and the bill was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Coffin, from the same committee, on the bill to 
amend an Act concerning associations for religious, chari-
table, educational and other purposes, reported, asking to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof, and 
the report was accepted and the bill was placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the order relative to the recording agreements for the 
extension of time of payment of mortgages on real estate; 
and 

The recording of powers of attorney; and 
Mr. Ginnodo, from the committee on the Liquor Law, 

on the order relative to authorizing cities and towns to vote 
directly upon the question of license or prohibition of the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, severally reported that it is 
inexpedient to legislate thereon, and these reports were 
severally read and the first two placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow and the last in the orders for Thursday. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing,— 
Ordered, That the State Auditor be requested to print 

the report required from him relative to the Hoosac Tunnel 
and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
w . i i d officers A bill relating to ward officers in cities was read and 

referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Probate ac- A bill to provide for a final settlement of probate 

accounts was read and referred to the committee on 
Probate and Chancery. 

Bills, 
Coroners. To abolish the office of coroner, and to provide for med-

ical examination and inquests in cases of death by violence 



(on the Governor's address and the petition of the mayor 
of Boston and an order relative to the subject) ; 

To establish the salary of the justice of the Second Dis- second District 
trict Court of Bristol, were severally read and referred to county?1*118"'1 

the committee on the Treasury. 
A bill to authorize sessions of the First District Court First District 

of Bristol to be holden at Attleborough, in a new draft, count™ r ' 8 t ° 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Bills, B i l l s -
In relation to overseers of the poor ; and 
To establish an advisory board of women to the In-

spectors of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury and the 
State Primary School at Monson, came up severally con-
curred with certain amendments, which were adopted in 
concurrence. 

A bill to amend chapter 44 of the General Statutes, in 
relation to the repair of highways, and to remedies for 
injuries sustained thereon (being a new draft of the Sen-
ate bill in relation to the same subject), was laid on the 
table. 

A report of the committee on Prisons, that it is inexpe- s ta te Prison, 
client to legislate on the annual report of the Inspectors of 
the State Prison, was accepted in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill in Trustee process, 
relation to costs in actions under the trustee process was 
read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bills, Bills. 
Bill to authorize the city of Boston to abate a nuisance 

in Roxbury Canal, and for other purposes ; and 
In addition to an Act for the laying out of public parks 

in or near the city of Boston, were severally read a second 
time, amended, and the former ordered to a third read-
ing, and the latter laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

The House bill in addition to an Act establishing the 
city of Salem was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The House resolve relating to certain employés in the Adj't-Generai. 
Adjutant-General's office was read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill relating to the arrest and examination J « ^ n t 
of judgment debtors was read a third time and passed to ' ' ' j U j 1 " 
be engrossed. Sent down for concurrence. 



The Senate bill to provide for the keeping of a register 
of voters in towns was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
N. Y. & N. E. R. R. Co. 

Savings banks. 

Saving fund and loan associa-tions. 

Children, em. ployment of. 

Vineyard Grove Co. 

Bay State Transportation Co. 

Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy & Green-field R. R. Co. 
Hoosac Tunnel, etc. 

Bills enacted and to Gov. 

Resolve passed and to Gov. 

The House bill in relation to the New York and New 
England Railroad Company was read a third time, 
amended in the title by inserting after the words, "in 
relation to," the words, " the Brookline station of," and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The bills, 
To amend chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876, relating to 

savings banks; and 
Concerning cooperative saving fund and loan associa-

tions ; and 
The motions, 
To reconsider the vote by which the report on the order 

relative to the employment of children in manufacturing 
establishments was accepted ; and 

To reconsider the vote by which the bill in addition to 
an Act to incorporate the Vineyard Grove Company was 
passed to be engrossed, were severally taken from the 
table and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The report of the joint special committee on the Hoosac 
Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad, on the petition 
of the Bay State Transportation Company ; and 

The report of the same committee, on the petition of 
the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railway Com-
pany ; and 

The bill to further define the policy of the Common-
wealth in regard to the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad, were severally taken from the table 
and ordered to be placed in the orders of the day for 
Thursday as the first, second and third matters respect-
ively therein. 

The following engrossed bills (the first of which origin-
ated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit :— 

In relation to the assessment and abatement of taxes. 
To amend the charter of the Massachusetts Family 

Bank. 
An engrossed resolve in favor of Company A and D of 

the First Battalion of Cavalry (which originated in the 



House) passed, and, with the above-named bills, was laid 
before the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, state aid. 
reported the bill authorizing payments of state aid to 
disabled soldiers and their families and the families of 
deceased soldiers without amendment, and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Sherman gave notice that ho should, at the proper Liquor law. 
time, offer a substitute for the report on the order in rela-
tion to authorizing cities and towns to vote on the question 
of the sale of intoxicating liquors in their respective towns, 
and the same was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Truell, from the committee on Prisons, submitted P™»™-
a general report on the condition of said institutions, and 
the same was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The vote by which the amendment proposed by the 
House to the bill to provide for returns from literary, edu-
cational, charitable, scientific and religious institutions was 
adopted was reconsidered, and the bill was then recom-
mitted to the committee on Revision of Judicial System. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , April 2 5 , 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on secondDtoriĉ  

the bill to establish the salary of the justice of the Second County. 
District Court of Bristol; and 

Mr. Breed, from the same committee, on the resolve Public charities, 
authorizing the appointment of a commission to inquire 
into the expediency of revising the system of administra-
tion of the public charities of this Commonwealth, sever-
ally reported that the bill and resolve ought to pass, and 
the same were ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brown,— 
Ordered, That the Se rgean t -a t -Arms be directed to Bureau of 

assign the third floor of the building, No. 33 Pemberton 
Square, to the Bureau of Statistics of Labor. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred. 



Senate rules and orders. 

Bills and re-solves, engross-ment of. 

Boston Land Co. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on 
the bill to abolish the office of coroner, and to provide for 
medical examination and inquests in cases of death by 
violence, reported that the same ought to pass, and it was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Bowman, from the special committee to whom was 
referred the order relative to amendment of the 39th rule 
of the rules and orders of the Senate, reported that said 
rule should be amended by striking therefrom the fol-
lowing words, "and this rule shall apply as well to meas-
ures originating in the House as to those originating in 
the Senate," and the report was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill relating to the engrossment of bills and resolves 

was admitted under a suspension of the rule in concur-
rence. 

A bill to authorize the Boston Land Company to make 
certain improvements in Boston Harbor, and for other 
purposes (on the petition of said company), was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Dogs. The Senate bill relating to the restraining and muzzling 
of dogs came up concurred with an amendment, which was 
adopted in concurrence. 

Bills. The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To amend an Act concerning associations for religious, 

charitable, educational and other purposes ; 
Authorizing payments of state aid to disabled soldiers 

and their families and the families of deceased soldiers ; 
and 

To dissolve the Weymouth fire district, and to authorize 
the sale of its property, were read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

children. The motion to reconsider the vote whereby the report 
on the order relative to the employment of children in 
manufacturing establishments was adopted was carried in 
the negative; so the Senate refused to reconsider. 

Vineyard Grove r j n i e motion to reconsider the vote whereby the bill to 
incorporate the Vineyard Grove Company was passed to 
be engrossed was carried yi the affirmative, and the bill 
was then amended and again passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 



The bill to amend chapter 203 of the Acts of 1876, Bills, 
relating to savings banks, was next considered, the ques-
tion being on the rejection of the same, and the vote 
being taken, it was carried in the negative, and the bill 
was read a second time, amended, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill concerning cooperative saving fund and loan 
associations was read a second time, amended, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to authorize the city of Boston to abate 
a nuisance in Roxbury Canal, and for other purposes, was 
read a third time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill in relation to costs in actions under the 

trustee process was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The report of the committee on Prisons, in relation to 
the general condition of the same ; and 

The bill in addition to an Act for the laying out of 
public parks in or near the city of Boston, were severally 
taken from the table and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

The report on the petition of Thomas Cahill was taken 
from the table and ordered to be placed in the orders of 
the day for Friday. 

The Senate reports on the orders relative to Reports. 
Recording agreements for extension of time of payment 

of mortgages on real estate; and 
The recording of powers of attorneys, were severally 

accepted. 
An engrossed bill to incorporate the Fidelity Insurance Fidelity insur-

Company, "which originated in the House," passed to be a n c e C o -
enacted, and was laid before the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Bowman presented a report of a minority of the Hoosac Tunuei, 
Joint Special Committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and the e t c ' 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad, the same being a bill con-
cerning the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
Tunnel, and further to define the policy of the Common-
wealth in regard to the same, and it was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned. 



Appropriations for educational purposes. 

Flats at South Boston. 

Soldiers' Home. 

Public charities. 

Bay State Transportation Co. 
Boston & Chicago Rail-way Trus t Co. 

THURSDAY, April 2 6 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A report of the committee of conference on the dis-

agreeing votes of the two houses ill relation to the bill 
making appropriations for certain educational purposes, 
recommending that the bill should pass with an appropri-
ation for salaries and expenses of the agents of the Board 
of Education to the amount of eight thousand five hun-
dred dollars, was accepted in concurrence. 

A resolve concerning the Commonwealth flats at South 
Boston was read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

Mr. Fiske, from the committee on Military Affairs, on 
the petition of Horace Binney Sargent and others, reported 
a bill to incorporate the Trustees of the Soldiers' Home in 
Massachusetts, and the bill was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To establish the salary of the justice of the Second 

District Court of Bristol; 
To abolish the office of coroner, and to provide for 

medical examination and inquests in cases of death by 
violence; and 

The resolve authorizing the appointment of a commis-
sion to inquire into the expediency of revising the system 
of administration of the public charities of this Common-
wealth, were severally read a second time and ordered to 
a third reading. 

The report on the petition of the Bay State Transporta-
tion Company was considered. 

Mr. Allen proposed as a substitute therefor a bill to 
incorporate the Boston and Chicago Railway Trust Com-
pany, and the question on the motion was determined as 
follows, to wi t :— 
YEAS.—None. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Barton, Bowman, Breed, Brimhall, Brown, Coffin, Crane, Denny, Ewing, Fiske, 



NAYS.—Messrs. Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Ginnodo, Hill, 
Garfield, Gregory, Gilbert, Ilaynes, Jewett, Mayhew, Rand, Sherman, Swett, Whicher, White.—38. 

Kellogg, Moors, Russell, Sleeper, Truell, 

Holmes, Lynde, Morse, Saunders, Stone, Weld, 

So the substitute was rejected and the report was 
accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The report on the petition of the Boston, Hoosac Tun- Hoosac Tunnel, 
nel and Western Railway Company was passed over. 

Mr. Breed gave notice that he should at the proper 
time offer a substitute for the same, and the substitute was 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill to further define the policy of the Common- ib. 
wealth in regard to the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad was read a second time and ordered 
to be placed in the orders of the day for Tuesday next. 

The report on the order relative to authorizing cities Liquor law. 
and towns to vote directly upon the question of license or 
prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors within their 
limits was laid on the table. 

The report of the committee on the order relative to Senate rules 
amendment of the 39th rule of the Senate rules ŝ nd a n d o r d e r a -
orders was accepted. 

The bills, Biiis. 
To authorize the Boston Land Company to make cer-

tain improvements in Boston Harbor, and for other pur-
poses ; and 4 

To amend an Act concerning associations for religious, 
charitable, educational and other purposes, were severally 
passed over. 

The bill in addition to an Act for the laying out of 
public parks in or near the city of Boston was ordered to 
a third reading. 

The report on the general condition of the prisons of Prisons, 
the Commonwealth was accepted. 

Bills. 



and their families and the families of deceased soldiers; 
and 

To authorize sessions of the First District Court of 
Bristol to be holden at Attleborough, were severally read 
a third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill to dissolve the Weymouth fire district, 
and to authorize the sale of its property, was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to amend chapter 203 of the Acts of 
1876, relating to savings banks, was read a third time, 
amended in the title by striking therefrom the words 
"savings banks" and inserting instead thereof the words 
" the taxable costs of savings banks in certain cases," and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ment, which was seat down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The orders of the day were laid on the table. 

andBtoGovd e n g r o s s e ^ bill t o authorize the county commis-
sioners of Bristol County to lay out highways and build 
bridges across Lee's and Cole's rivers in the towns of 
Somerset and Swansea (the same having originated in the 
Senate) passed to be enacted. 

Kesoives passed The following engrossed resolves (both of which ori°'-and to Gov. TT \ , , \ , , , mated m the House) passed, and, wifh the above-named 
bill, were laid before the Governor for his approval, to 
wit :— 

To provide for the construction of a storehouse at the 
state camp-ground, and the purchase of tents for the use 
of the militia. 

Authorizing the State Board of Health to examine into 
the pollution of sources of water-supply, and report 
thereon. 

Liquor law. Mr. Sherman presented petitions of W . II. Fuller and 
0 others, and Luther Conant and others, severally for the 

enactment of a law allowing towns to vote on the question 
of license or prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors. 
Laid on the table. 

Adjourned. 



F R I D A Y , April 27, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on Fiats at south 

the resolves concerning the Commonwealth flats at South B o s t o n -
Boston ; 

Mr. Allen, from the committee on Probate and Chan- Probateao-
eery, on the bill to provide for a filial settlement of pro-
bate accounts; and 

Mr. Kellogg, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill for the protection of public commons and parks, 
severally reported that the bills and resolves ought to 
pass, the last with an amendment, and the same were 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Kellogg, from the committee on Federal Relations, Antietam cem-
to whom was referred the communication from the Secre- a u > " 
tary and Treasurer of the Antietam Cemetery, reported a 
resolve in relation to the Antietam Cemetery in the State 
of Maryland, and the same was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Kellogg, from the same committee, on the order Stafford,ct. 
relative to appropriating money for the aid of the sufferers 
from the breaking away of certain reservoir dams in 
Stafford, Connecticut, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate thereon, and the report was read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to incorporate the Trustees of the Old South Bills. 

Meeting-house in Boston, and to provide for the preser-
vation of said meeting-house, was read and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill making appropriations to meet certain expendi-
tures authorized the present year, and for other purposes, 
was read and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

A bill defining the manner in which mutual fire insur-
ance companies shall transact business (on the special 
report of the Insurance Commissioner) was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Reports of reference to the next General Court, 
Of the committee on Harbors, on the petition of the Boston Land 

Boston Land Company; 



Bills enacted and to Gov. 

Resolves passed and to Gov. 

C. H. Ingalls et als. 

c ierks of courts. Qf t ] l e j 0 j n t special committee on the Revision of the 
Judicial System, on the bill to provide salaries for clerks 
and assistant clerks of courts, were severally read and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The following engrossed bills (the first two of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit:— 

Relating to the restraining and muzzling of dogs. 
Making appropriations for the expenses of the Reform-

atory Prison for Women. 
For the better protection of children. 
Relating to the employment and compensation of officers 

in attendance in the superior court in the County of Suffolk. 
To amend section 85 of chapter 320 of the Acts of the 

year 1874, concerning rent of armories. * 
The following engrossed resolves (both of which origin-

ated in the House) passed, and, with the above-named 
bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval. 

Relating to certain employes in the Adjutant-General's 
office. 

Relating to the indexing of the state archives. O O 
A report of the joint special committee on the Revision 

of the Judicial System, referring the petition of C. H. 
Ingalls and others to the next General Court, was read 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-moiTow. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 
incorporate the Trustees of the Soldiers' Home in Massa-
chusetts was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The House bill concerning cooperative saving fund and 
loan associations was further amended and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The report on the petition of Thomas Cahill was further 

considered, and on motion of Mr. Flatley a resolve in 
favor of Thomas Cahill was substituted therefor, read, and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

The bills, 
To abolish the office of coroner, and to provide for med-

ical examination and inquests in cases of death by violence ; 
In addition to an Act for the laying out of public parks 

in or near the city of Boston ; 
Were severally passed over. 

Thomas Cahill. 

Bills. 



The House bill to establish the salary of the justice of 
the Second District Court of Bristol; and 

The House resolve authorizing the appointment of a Public charities, 
commission to inquire into the expediency of revising the 
system of administration of the public charities of this 
Commonwealth, were severally read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The report on the petition of the Boston, Hoosac Tun- Boston, Hoosac 
nel and Western Railway Company was ordered to be iiaUwajaco.W' 
placed in the orders of the day for Tuesday next. 

The bill to amend an Act concerning associations for 
religious, charitable, educational and other purposes was 
laid on the table. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 
The report on the order relative to authorizing cities Liquor law. 

and towns to vote upon the question of license or prohibi-
tion of the sale of intoxicating liquors was taken from 
the table, whereupon Mr. Sherman proposed as a substi-
tute therefor a bill concerning the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, and the same was adopted, read, and ordered to a 
second reading-. 

On motion of Mr. Moors,— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to meet 

on Monday next at 2 o'clock, p. M. 
Adjourned. 

MONDAY, April 30, 1877. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
The bill to amend chapter 44 of the General Statutes, Highways, 

in relation to the repair of highways, and to remedies for 
injuries sustained thereon, was taken from the table and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. IIayn.es presented a petition of Amaziah Mayo of Amaz'iahMa 
Springfield, that he may be relieved from the payment for 
damages resulting from the falling in of a sidewalk while p O O 
building the State Normal School boarding-house at West-
field, and the same was referred to the next General 
Court under the 20th joint rule. 

4 1 



Explosive com-pounds. 

Green Ilarbor Marsh. 

Thomas Cahill. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the bill in regard to the manufacture, 
storage, use, transportation and sale of explosive com-
pounds, reported, asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and the report and bill were placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow, and the report 
was ordered to be printed with the accompanying docu-
ments. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, to whom 
was committed the report of the committee on Harbors, 
oh the petition of N. II. Dunphe and others, reported a 
bill to enforce the provisions of chapter 303 of the Acts 
of the year 1871 for the improvement of Green Ilarbor 
marsh in the town of Marshtield, and the same was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, from the committee on the Treasury, 
reported the resolve in favor of Thomas Cahill without 
amendment, and the same was ordered to a second read-

District, police and municipal 

Papers from the House. 
The House bill concerning district, police and municipal 

courts came up, and the House concurs in the amendment 
striking out the 7th section, and non-concurs in the section 
proposed for and instead of section 5. 

And the Senate insisted on its amendment, and Messrs. 
Coffin, Kellogg and Evving were appointed a committee of 
conference on the subject-matter of difference between the 
two houses. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Bills, 
In relation to the board of street commissioners of the 

city of Boston ; and 
Relating to the engrossment of bills and resolves, were 

severally read and referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

A bill to establish the Board of Harbor and Land Com-
missioners (on the order in relation to the consolidation 
of certain commissions) was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To authorize the Boston Land Company to make certain 

improvements in Boston Harbor, and for other purposes; 
and 



For the protection of public commons and parks, were Bills, 
severally passed over, and the former placed first in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill in relation to the sale of intoxicating liquors 
was read a second time, amended on the motions severally 
of Messrs. Sherman, Crane and Swett, and the question 
on ordering the same to a third reading was determined 
as follows, to wit :— 
YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Barton, 

Breed, Coffin, Fiske, 
Ginnodo, Holmes, Jevvett, 
Lynde, Moors, Sherman, 
Swett, Whicker, White.—15. 

NATS.—Messrs. Fitz Gerald, Flatley, Hayncs, 
Ilill, Rand, Russell, Sleeper, Truell.—8. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading, and the same 
was ordered to be printed as amended. 

The bills, 
To provide for a final settlement of probate accounts; 
Defining the manner in which mutual fire insurance 

companies shall transact business; and 
The resolves, Kesoives. 
Concerning tho Commonwealth flats at South Boston; 

and 
In relation to the Antietam Cemetery in the State of 

Maryland, were severally read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The Senate bill in addition to an Act for the laying out Bills, 
of public parks in or near the city of Boston was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to incorporate the Trustees of the Sol-

diers' Home in Massachusetts was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill to abolish the office of coroner, and to pro-

vide for medical examination and inquests in cases of death 
by violence, was passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Subsequently, Mr. Fitz Gerald moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the bill was passed to be engrossed, 
and the motion was placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 



The reports, 
On the bill to provide salaries for clerks and assistant 

clerks of courts ; and 
Un the petition of the Boston Land Company, were 

severally accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The bills, 
To amend chapter 44 of the General Statutes, in rela-

tion to the repair of highways, and to remedies for injuries 
sustained thereon ; 

To amend an Act concerning associations for religious, 
charitable, educational and other purposes, were severally 
taken from the table and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Crane,— 
Adjournment. Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow at 2^ o'clock, r . M. 
iioosac Tunnel, "phe minority report of the committee on the Iloosac 

Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad was taken from 
the table and placed iii the orders of the day. 

Stafford, ct. r p i i e report on the order relative to appropriating a sum 
of money for the relief of those suffering from the break-
ing away of dams at Stafford, Ct., was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Adjourned. 

Reports. 

Bills. 

TUESDAY, M a y 1 , 1 8 7 7 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Ma"sZ 0"F a r r a r Mr- Allen presented a petition of Alonzo Farrar and 
others for annexation of the town of Brookline to the 
city of Boston, and the same was referred under the 20th 
joint rule to the next General Court. 

Appropriations. j\j,. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re-
ported the bill making appropriations to meet certain 
expenditures authorized the present year and for other 
purposes without amendment, and the same was ordered 
to a second reading. 

iioosac Tunnel, \ communication was received from the Auditor trans-
mitting, in compliance with an order of the Senate of the 
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