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J O U R N A L . 

THE ninety-ninth General Court of the Commonwealth or" 
of Massachusetts convened at the State House in Boston 
on the first Wednesday in January, being the second day 
thereof, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight, and of the independence of the United 
States of America the one hundred and second. And the 
members-elect of the House of Representatives having 
assembled in the Representatives' Chamber, were called 
to order at eleven o'clock, A.M., by the Hon. John I. Baker 
of Beverly, the senior member-elect present. 

By request of the presiding officer, prayer was offered 
by the Rev. Lucius M. Sargent of Grafton, a member of 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. Norton of Boston, — 
Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to 

inform the Secretary of the Commonwealth that the House 
has been called to order. 

Messrs. Norton of Boston, Andrews of Danvers, Whit-
more of Framingham, Macomber of Fall River, and Beach 
of Springfield, were appointed the committee. 

Thereupon the Secretary transmitted to the House a list 
of all the persons returned as representatives, with the 
original certificates of their election, which had been 
returned to his office. 

On motion of Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, — 
Ordered, That the Clerk call the roll of the House, to 

ascertain if a quorum be present. 
The roll was called; and, two hundred and twenty-

eight members having answered to their names, the Chair 
declared a quorum present. 
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On motion of Mr. Prescott of Boston, —-
Organization. Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to wait 

upon his Excellency the Governor, and inform him that a 
quorum of the House is assembled, and that the members 
are ready to be qualified. 

Messrs. Prescott of Boston, Dunham of Pittsfield, 
Wilder of Lowell, Emery of Lawrence, and Mahony of 
Boston, were appointed. 

Oaths adminie- Soon afterwards, his Excellency the Governor, with the 
t«red. Council and the Secretary of the Commonwealth, came in, 

and the oaths and affirmations required by the Constitu-
tion and the laws were administered by his Excellency to 
the members present, and subscribed by them ; after which 
the Governor, the Council, and the Secretary withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, — 
speakereiccted. Ordered, That a committee of six be appointed to re-

ceive, sort, and count the votes for Speaker. 
Messrs. Ilawkes of Lynn, Lovell of Worcester, Kimball 

of Revere, Ivelley of Cambridge, Wright of Holyoke, and 
Barnes of Pfymouth, were appointed. 

Mr. Hawkes, from the committee, afterwards reported 
as follows : — 

Whole number of v o t e s , . . . . 234 
Necessary for a choice, . . . . 118 

John D. Long of Hingham, . . . . . 228 
Joseph J . Kelley of Cambridge, . . . . 4 
John I). Washburn of W o r c e s t e r , . . . . 1 
Francis W. Bird of Walpole, . . . . 1 

And, Mr. Long having been elected, declaration was 
made accordingly, and the Speaker was conducted to the 
chair by a committee consisting of Messrs. Washburn of 
Worcester and Dunham of Pittsfield, and spoke as fol-
lows : — 

I am very grateful, fellow-members, for this mark of 
your confidence, and I hope to justify it by an undivided 
attention to the discharge of my duties as your presiding 
officer. 

The danger of hasty legislation is at the impatient end 
of a long session. We can make the present session short, 
and at the same time all the more complete, if we put the 
intention to make it so into our early work, and not into 
our prospectus. To this end, if I may draw from the 
experience of three successive sessions, I make bold to 
suggest: — 



That each committee meet each working-day, so long as 
a single matter is on its docket, until that docket is cleared; 

That reports be made this very month of January wher-
ever possible, beginning the next day after committees are 
appointed; 

That the abundant time for the discussion and disposi-
tion of matters, which is so often unimproved in the early 
weeks, be utilized; 

And that those matters with which the public mind is 
familiar, or which have nothing to gain from retention in 
the committee room, be launched at once into the House. 

These will be a genuine earnest of an early adjourn-
ment. And, to the same end, we shall probably be aided 
if we also bear in mind, that, captivating as is the opportu-
nity to suggest possibilities of statutory amendment here 
and there, yet experience in legislative service teaches that 
it is better not to experiment too much, not to patch 
special cases, but to meet the general need with simple 
and general legislation, careful not to upset hastily well 
settled orders of things with which the people are familiar. 
We shall thus, without neglecting any just claim upon our 
attention, reduce our field of labor to making the neces-
sary annual appropriations and to the few important mat-
ters that imperatively demand action. 

I respectfully suggest also the plan of making the com-
mittees on Judiciary and on Probate and Chancery joint 
committees. I am aware of no reason why they should 
not be joint as well as the committees on Banks and Rail-
roads. They certainly do not deal with matters over 
which this branch has exclusive original jurisdiction. 
Under the present system two hearings are often necessary 
on the same matter, — one before the Senate committee, 
the other before ours: the committees differ, and, after more 
or less delay, come together in conference. I t would seem 
that if they could, in the first instance, jointly hear, and 
then consult upon a subject, they could act to more advan-
tage, with less ultimate delay and with a more efficient 
concert of action. 

May I repeat what I had the honor to say two years ago, 
that, in the matter of economy, it is idle to criticise the 
expenditures of the administrative branches of the gov-
ernment, if the legislature is lavish in appropriating the 
money, not of the State which has none, but of our con-
stituents, who, independent of political parties, demand at 
our hands a wise frugality ? Inflation is not limited to the 
currency, though it began there. We, too, must relearn 



the lesson of small figures, and give Massachusetts time to 
catch her breath. The conviction is abroad, that it is better 
to stimulate private enterprise than to dull it by indulgent 
contact with the public resource. 

As to our personal relations, it is unnecessary to ask you 
to bear in mind, that in the organization of the House, and 
in endeavoring to apply our rules upon the instant, and 
with fairness to all members, the Chair cannot respond 
always to the immediate wish of every member ; and that 
what may seem irresponsiveness to one is often, in fact, 
only the recognition due some other. I trust, that with 
frankness in our communication, and with vigor, thorough-
ness, and disinterestedness in our work, our session may be 
not only of value to our constituents, but a pleasure and a 
satisfaction also to us. 

On motion of Mr. McPherson of Boston, — 
cierk eiccted. Ordered, That a committee of six be appointed to re-

ceive, sort, and count the votes for Clerk. 
Messrs. McPherson of Boston, Bartlett of Peabody, 

Ranlett of Newton, Cornish of New Bedford, Ingalls of 
Adams, and Jenkins of Boston, were appointed. 

Mr. McPherson, from the committee, afterwards re-
ported as follows: — 

Whole number of v o t e s , . . . . 235 
Necessary for a choice, . . . . 118 

George A. Marden of Lowell, . . . . 142 
Charles S. Osgood of Salem, 64 
A. M. Bridgman of Amherst, . . . . 27 
E. J . Jenkins of Boston, . . . . . 2 

And Mr. Marden, having been elected, was conducted 
to the Council Chamber by a committee consisting of Mr. 
Wilder of Lowell. And, having been qualified by taking 
the oaths required, report was made accordingly to the 
House, and the Clerk entered upon the discharge of his 
duties. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, — 
senate notified. Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to 

inform the Senate that the House has been organized by 
the election of a Speaker and a Clerk. 

Messrs. C. H. Hill of Boston, Ellis of Melrose, Went-
worth of Boston, Chase of Salem, and Hayden of Wey-
mouth, were appointed. 

Mr. Hill, of the committee, afterwards reported that 
they had attended to that duty. 



On motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport, — 
Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to Governor noti-

inform the Governor and Council that the House has been fied' 
organized by the election of a Speaker and a Clerk. 

Messrs. Stone of Newburyport, Bird of Walpole, Noyes 
of Boston, Goulding of Worcester, and Robinson of Chelsea, 
were appointed. 

Mr. Stone, from the committee, afterwards reported that 
they had attended to that duty. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing senate organ-
that that branch had been organized by the election of lzed' 
John B. D. Cogswell of the Cape District as President, 
and Stephen N. Gifford of Duxbury as Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks of Oakham, — 
Ordered, That , when the House adjourns, it adjourn to Hour of meet-

meet to-morrow at eleven o'clock, A.M., and that that be mg' 
the hour of meeting until otherwise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Locke of Boston, — 
Ordered, That to-morrow, at half-past eleven o'clock, Chaplain. 

A.M., be assigned for the election of Chaplain. 
On motion of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, — 
Ordered, That a committee of six be appointed to re- sergeant-at-

ceive, sort, and count the votes for Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Messrs. Pillsbury of Boston, Hastings of Worcester, 

Moseley of Boston, Read of Lowell, Putnam of Salem, and 
Tilton of Haverhill, were appointed. 

Mr. Pillsbury, from the committee, afterwards reported 
as follows: — 

Whole number of votes,.. 
Necessary for a choice, . 

Oreb F. Mitchell of Bridgewater, . 
Lucy Stone, 

And Mr. Mitchell was declared elected 
the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing 
that O. F. Mitchell of Bridgewater had been elected 
Sergeant-at-Arms on the part of that branch. 

Mr. Washburn of Worcester was appointed a committee 
to inform the Senate of the election of O. F. Mitchell as 
Sergeant-at-Arms on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Brackett of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the rules and orders of the House of 

227 
114 

226 
1 

on the part of 



Representatives of 1877 be adopted as the rules and 
orders of the present House until otherwise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, — 
Ordered, That the members of the joint committee on 

Rules and Orders, on the part of the House, prepare rules 
and orders for the government of the House. 

Papers from the Senate. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Clerks of the two 
branches inform Capt. O. F. Mitchell that he has been 
elected Sergeant-at-Arms of the General Court for the 
current political year. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that a committee, to consist 
of three on the part of the Senate, with such as the House 
may join, be appointed to prepare rules and orders for the 
government of the two branches. 

Messrs. White, Russell, and Palmer, having been ap-
pointed by the Senate, Messrs. Baker of Beverly, Bird of 
Walpole, Osgood of Salem, C. H. Hill of Boston, Wash-
burn of Worcester, Wade of Newton, Noyes of Boston, 
and Cushing of Cambridge, were joined on the part of the 
House. 

votes for Gov- Ordered, In concurrence, that the returns of votes for 
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and other State officers, 
be referred to a joint special committee, to consist of three 
on the part of the Senate, with such as the House may 
join. 

Messrs. Gardner, Abbott, and Burrage having been 
appointed by the Senate, Messrs. Clark of Springfield, 
Warren of Boston, Wadsworth of Boston, Cunningham of 
Somerville, Chapin of Boston, Mellen of Worcester, New-
ton of Boston, Lovell of Weymouth, and Partridge of 
Medway, were joined on the part of the House. 

Votes for Coun- Ordered, In concurrence, that the returns of votes for 
ciiiors. Councillors in the several councillor districts of the Com-

monwealth be referred to a joint special committee, to con-
sist of two 011 the part of the Senate, with such as the 
House may join. 

Messrs. Hayes and Winn having been appointed by the 
Senate, Messrs. Russell of Pittsfield, Bancroft of Boston, 
Rand of Cambridge, Carll of Lowell, Whitehouse of Bos-
ton, Richards of Lynn, Pike of Merrimac, and Turner of 
Boston, were joined on the part of the House. 

Rules and 
orders. 

Sergeant-at-
Arms. 

Joint rules. 



Ordered, In concurrence, that a committee, to consist muc worship, 
of five on the part of the Senate, with such as the House 
may join, be appointed to wait upon his Excellency the 
Governor and the Council, and inform them that the mem-
bers of the two branches are now in readiness to attend 
public worship. 

Messrs. Ely, Barton, Davol, Canfield, and Cate, having 
been appointed by the Senate, Messrs. Osgood of Salem, 
Kimball of Revere, Randall of Waltham, Thomas of 
Brookline, and Walsh of Boston, were joined on the part 
of the House. 

Mr. Osgood, from the committee, afterwards reported 
that his Excellency the Governor had signified that he 
would join the two branches in attendance upon public 
worship at once. 

At 1.30, P.M., the House adjourned. 

T H T J E S D A Y , J a n . 3 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met, according to adjournment, at eleven o'clock. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Paige of Cambridge, 

a member of the House. 
Reading of the journal of yesterday was omitted, on 

motion of Mr. King of Boston. 
Messrs. Studley of Rockland and Whitmore of Framing- Mesar̂ stacHey 

ham, representatives-elect, being present and ready to be qualified.™0" 
qualified, a committee was appointed, who conducted them 
to the Council Chamber, and, they having been duly quali-
fied, report was made accordingly. 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the Clerk be authorized to begin the M ^ S 

printing of the journal of the House, and that five hun-
dred copies of the same be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Richards of Lynn, — 
Ordered, That the Clerk be directed to procure for the Daily papers, 

use of the House two copies each of the Boston, Spring-
field, and Worcester morning papers, one copy each of the 
Boston evening papers, and one daily paper from each 
other city of the Commonwealth where a daily paper is 

2 



published, the same to be filed, and placed in the room 
, adjoining the post-office. 

On motion of Mr. King of Boston, — 
Reading of Ordered, That the reading of the journal of the House 

be dispensed with until otherwise ordered. 

Papers from the Senate. 
votes for Gov- The report of the joint special committee on the returns 
state Officers'!01 of votes for Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and other 

State officers, was received from the Senate, and accepted 
in concurrence as follows: — 

For Governor. 

Alexander H. Rice of Boston, . . . . 91,255 
William Gaston of Boston, 73,185 
Robert C. Pitman of Newton, . . . . 16,354 
Wendell Phillips of Boston, . . . . 3,552 
All others, 108 

For Lieutenant - Governor. 

Horatio G. Knight of Easthampton, . . . 95,337 
William R. Plunket t of Pittsfield, . . . 72,821 
Elijah A. Morse of Canton, . . . . 13,082 
Dyer D. Lum of Northampton, . . . . 2,661 
William Earle of Worcester, . . . . 224 
All others, 302 

For Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Henry B. Peirce of Abington, . . . . 96,340 
Weston Ilowland of Fairhaven, . . . . 72,462 
David B. Gurney of South Abington, . . . 12,246 
Nathan Clark, jun., of Lynn, . . . . 1,384 
Walter S. Goss of Marlborough, . . . . 593 
All others, 1,503 

For Treasurer and Receiver-General. 

Charles Endicott of Canton, . . . . 97,532 
David N. Shillings of Winchester, . . . 83,456 
Wilbur F. Whitney of Ashburnham, . . . 1,689 
John C. McCready of Cambridge, . . . 858 
Dyer D. Lum of Northampton, . . . . 345 
All others, 260 



For Auditor of the Commonwealth. 
Julias L. Clarke of Newton, 
John E. Fitzgerald of Boston, 
Jonathan H. Orne of Marblehead, 
H. M. Bearse of Boston, 
Nathaniel E. Chase of Boston, 
Orin T. Gray of Hyde Park, 
All others, 

96,292 
72,083 
12,322 

1,307 
1,455 

316 
201 

For Attorney- General. 
Charles R. Train of Boston, . . . . 95,428 
Charles P . Thompson of Gloucester, . . . 72,961 
Orin T. Gray of Hyde Park, . . . . 12,462 
Israel W. Andrews of Danvers, . . . . 3,034 
All others, 235 t 

And the following-named persons appear by the returns 
to be duly elected: — 

Governor.—Alexander H. Rice of Boston. 
Lieutenant - Governor. — Horatio G. Knight of Easthamp-

ton. 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. — Henry B. Peirce of 

Abington. 
Treasurer and Receiver-General. — Charles Endicott of 

Canton. 
Auditor of Commonwealth. — Julius L. Clarke of Newton. 
Attorney - General. — Charles R. Train of Boston. 
The report of the joint committee on the votes for 

Councillors was received from the Senate, and accepted in 
concurrence. It appeared from said report that the follow-
ing-named gentlemen were elected in their respective dis-
tricts ; to w i t : — 

District No. 1. Joseph K. Baker of Dennis. 
No. 2. Harrison Tweed of Taunton. 
No. 3. Francis Childs of Boston. 
No. 4. William W. Tucker of Boston. 
No. 5. Harmon Hall of Saugus. 
No. 6. Joseph A. Harwood of Littleton. 
No. 7. William Upham of Spencer. 
No. 8. Tilly Haynes of Springfield. 

Special Assignment. 
At half-past eleven o'clock, the House proceeded to con- Election of 

sider the special assignment, being the election of a Chap- ChaplMn-
lain for the House. 

Votes for Coun-
cillors. 



On motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, the Rev. Rob-
ert G. Seymour of Boston was declared by acclamation 
the Chaplain of the House for 1878. 

On motion of Mr. Rand of Cambridge, — 
Chaplain noti Ordered. That the Clerk be directed to inform the Rev. 
ficd' Robert G. Seymour of Boston that he has been elected 

Chaplain of the House for the year 1878. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Governor and Ordered, In concurrence, that a committee be appointed, 
Governor quaii- to be joined, to inform the Hon. Alexander H. Rice that 

he has been elected, in the manner prescribed by the Con-
stitution, Governor of the Commonwealth for the current 
political year, and that the legislature will be ready to 
attend upon him, ifl taking and subscribing the oaths 
required by the Constitution, and a law of the United 
States, to qualify him for the discharge of the duties of 
the office, at such hour as may suit his convenience. 

Also to inform the Hon. Horatio G. Knight that he has 
been duly elected Lieutenant-Governor of the Common-
wealth for the current political year, and that the legisla-
ture will attend upon him in taking and subscribing the 
oaths required by the Constitution, to qualify him for the 
discharge of the duties of the office, at such hour as may 
suit his convenience. 

Messrs. Palmer, Barrage, and Winn having been ap-
pointed by the Senate, Messrs. King of Boston, Wilcox of 
Sandisfield, Mellen of Worcester, Rand of Cambridge, 
Keyes of Lowell, Pike of Merrimae, Warren of Boston, 
and Thomas of Brookline, were joined on the part of the 
House. 

Mr. King, from the committee, afterwards reported that 
the committee had waited upon the Governor and Lieu-
tenant-Governor elect, and that they had signified their 
acceptance of the office, and their readiness to be qualified 
at the earliest convenience of the two branches. 

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
joint convention forthwith, for the purpose of administer-
ing the oaths of office to the Governor and Lieutenant-
Governor elect. 

The proposition was concurred in, and Mr. Noyes of 
Boston was charged with a message to the Senate to that 
effect. 



Joint Convention. 
The Senate then came in, its President took the chair, Joint conven. 

and, the two branches being in convention, a committee, tion' 
consisting of Messrs. Russell, Gogin, and Merriam of the 
Senate, and Messrs. Wade of Newton, Thurston of Cam-
bridge, Shortle of Provincetown, Barnes of Plymouth, and 
Lovell of Weymouth, of the House, was appointed to wait 
upon the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor elect, and 
inform them tha t the two branches are now in joint con-
vention, and are ready to a t tend to the administration of 
the oaths of office. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee, afterwards reported 
tha t the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor elect would 
immediately attend upon the House. 

The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor then came in, 
accompanied by various civil and military officers of the 
Commonwealth. 

The oaths and affirmations of office were then, in the 
presence of the two Houses, and before the President of 
the Senate, administered to and subscribed by the Hon. 
Alexander II . Rice as Governor, and the Hon. Horatio G. 
Knight as Lieutenant-Governor, and proclamation thereof 
was made by the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

His Excellency then delivered an address to the sena-
tors and representatives. 

Af te r which the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor 
withdreAv, the convention was dissolved, and the Senate 
withdrew. 

Councillors Qualified. 
Ordered, In concurrence, tha t the Secretary of the Councillor» 

Commonwealth give notice to Messrs. Joseph K. Baker, qualiCed-
Harrison Tweed, Francis Childs, William W . Tucker, 
Harmon Hall, Joseph A. Harwood, William Upham, and 
Tilly I-Iaynes, tha t they have been duly elected Council-
lors to advise the Governor in the executive part of the 
government for the current political year. 

A communication was subsequently received from the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, announcing tha t the Coun-
cillors-elect had signified their acceptance of the office, and 
were ready to be qualified. 

A message was received from the Senate, proposing a 
joint convention forthwith, for the purpose of administer-
ing the oaths of office to the Councillors-elect. 

The proposition was concurred in, and Mr. Stone of 



Newburyport was charged with a message to the Senate to 
that effect. 

Joint Convention. 
joint conven- The Senate then came in, its President took the chair; 
Uon' and, the two branches being in convention, a committee, 

consisting of Messrs. Brown, Gogin, and Saunders of the 
Senate, and Messrs. Shortle of Provincetown, Prescott of 
Boston, Hayden of Weymouth, Wilder of Lowell, and 
Barnes of Plymouth, of the House, was appointed to wait 
upon the Councillors-elect, and inform them that the two 
Houses are in joint convention for the purpose of admin-
istering the oaths required by the Constitution to qualify 
them for office. 

Soon afterwards the councillors-elect, Messrs. Baker, 
Tweed, Childs, Tucker, Hall, Harwood, Upham, and 
Haynes, came in ; and in the presence of the two Houses, 
and before the President of the Senate, the oaths were 
taken and subscribed by them, and declaration was made 
accordingly. 

The convention was then dissolved, and the Senate 
withdrew. i 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Wliitehouse of Boston, — 
Governor to be Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth give 
notified. notice to the Governor, that Messrs. Joseph K. Baker, 

Harrison Tweed, Francis Childs, William W. Tucker, 
Harmon Hall, Joseph A. Harwood, William Upham,* and 
Tilly Haynes have been duly elected and qualified as 
Councillors to advise him in the executive part of the 
government for the current political year. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Baker of Beverly, — 

Governor1« »a- Ordered, That a joint special committee, to consist of 
dress' nine on the part of the House, with such as the Senate 

may join, be appointed to consider and report what dis-
position should be made of the several portions of the 
Governor's address. 

Messrs. Baker of Beverly, Bird of Walpole, Osgood of 
Salem, C. H. Hill of Boston, Washburn of Worcester, 
Wade of Newton, Noyes of Boston, and Cusliing of Cam-
bridge, were appointed on the part of the House. 

Sent up to be joined. 



On motion of Mr. Hayden of Weymouth, — 
Ordered, That a joint special committee of eight on the Liquor law. 

part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, be 
appointed, to whom may be referred petitions and papers 
concerning the subject of more stringent legislation with 
regard to the sale of intoxicating liquors. 

On motion of the same gentleman, — 
Ordered, That a joint special committee of eight O n the Woman euf-

part of the House, with such as the Senate may join, be irafc'e' 
appointed, to whom may be referred petitions and papers 
concerning the subject of Woman Suffrage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
At 2.45, P.M., adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , J a n . 4 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met, according to adjournment, at eleven o'clock, A.M. 
Rev. R. G. Seymour, having accepted the office of Chap-

lain, appeared, and prayer was offered by him. 

Order. 

On motion of Mr. Washburn of Worcester, — 
Ordered, That, when the House adjourns, it be to meet ?Io<»- of meet-

on Monday, at two o'clock, P.M., and that hereafter that be mg' 
the hour of meeting, except on Saturdays, when the hour 
shall be eleven o'clock, A.M., until otherwise ordered. 

Reports of Committees. 

The report of the joint special committee appointed to ¿r°™raor'8 ad~ 
consider and report what disposition should be made of 
the several portions of the Governor's address was read 
and accepted, as follows: — 

That so much of said address as relates to constitutional 
amendments be referred to a joint special committee to 
consist of the members of the Senate and House standing 
committees on the Judiciary. 

So much thereof as relates to valuation and taxation, to 
a joint special committee, to consist of three on the part of 
the Senate and eight on the part of the House. 

So much thereof as relates to savings banks, to the joint 
standing committee on Banks and Banking. 



So much thereof as relates to insurance, to the joint 
standing committee on Insurance. 

So much thereof as relates to inland fisheries, to the 
joint standing committee on the Fisheries. 

So much thereof as relates to schools and_ school hygiene, 
to the joint standing committee on Education. 

So much thereof as relates to health, drainage, and the 
supply of pure water, to the joint standing committee 
on Water Supply and Drainage. 

So much thereof as relates to State charities and the 
new hospitals, to the joint standing committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions. 

So much thereof as relates to the new state prison and 
the reformatory prison for women, to the joint standing 
committee on Prisons. 

So much thereof as relates to the subject of labor, to a 
joint special committee, to consist of three on the part of 
the Senate and eight on the part of the House. 

So much thereof as relates to the State detective force, 
to a joint special committee, to consist of the members of 
the Senate and House standing committees on the Judi-
ciary. 

So much thereof as relates to the public lands, and 
claims for lands sold by the State, to the joint standing 
committee on Public Lands. 

So much thereof as relates to railroads, to the joint 
standing committee on Railroads. 

So much thereof as relates to the Hoosac Tunnel and 
the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, to a joint special com-
mittee, to consist of three on the part of the Senate, and 
eight on the part of the House. 

So much thereof as relates to the Militia, to the joint 
standing committee on Military Affairs. 

So much thereof as relates to harbors, to the joint 
standing committee on Harbors. 

So much thereof as relates to the Paris Exposition and 
to National affairs, to the joint standing committee on 
Federal Relations. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
House rules and B y Mr. Osgood of Salem, from the committee appointed 

to prepare rules and orders for the government of the 
House, that the rules and orders of 1877 be adopted with 
the following amendments : — 

In Rule 66 strike out the words " one-fifth," and insert. 
" t w e n t y ; " also strike out the Avords "roll-call was fin-
ished," and insert " vote is declared." In Rule 96 strike 



out the second paragraph, and insert instead thereof, " the 
senior member of the House, and the oldest member of 
the House who is not the senior member, shall be allowed 
to select their seats from those not otherwise assigned, 
before the drawing of seats by the members; " also, in the 
third paragraph, strike out the number " 35," and insert 
the number " 4." 

The report was accepted under a suspension of the rule, 
and the amendments proposed were adopted. 

Adjourned at 11.35, until two o'clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, J a n . 7 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met, according to adjournment, at two o'clock, P.M. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Committees Appointed. „ 

The Speaker appointed the standing committees of the committee» »p r r r o pointed. 
House as follows : • 

Standing Committees of the House. 

On the Judiciary. — Messrs. Clement Hugh Hill of of 

Boston, Wade of Newton, Pillsbury of Boston, Goulding 
of Worcester, Walsh of Boston, Knowlton of Springfield, 
Jennings of Fall River. 

On Probate and Chancery. — Messrs. Brackett of Boston, 
Wentworth of Boston, Fail-bank of Oakham, Hyde of 
Boston, Spaulding of Northampton, Galligan of Taunton, 
Daly of Boston. 

On Finance.— Messrs. Stone of Newburyport, Bird of 
Walpole, Cushing of Cambridge, Allen of Boston, H. A. 
Hill of Boston, Bolles of Boston, Brown of Fitchburg. 

On Flections. — Messrs. Hawkes of Lynn, Beach of 
Springfield, Doane of Harwich, Gargan of Boston, Man-
ning of Chelmsford, Curtice of Hinsdale, Paddock of Nan-
tucket. 

On Bills in the Third Reading.—Messrs. Hutchinson of 
Chelsea, Whitehead of Saugus, Bush of Gardner, Howe 
of Rowley, Richardson of Gloucester, Kelly of Chicopee, 
Rice of Sutton. 

On Engrossed Bills. — Messrs. Powers of South Abing-
ton, French of Reading, Curtis of Rockport, Webster of 



Lawrence, Cooke of Lenox, Moore of Worcester, Fisher 
of Westport. 

On County Estimates. — Messrs. Cunningham of Somer-
ville, Lovell of Worcester, Bonney of Dedham, Pynchon 
of Springfield, Billings of Hatfield, Price of Attleborough, 
White of Hancock. 

On Pay Roll. — Messrs. Ames of Spencer, Hathaway of 
New Bedford, Humphrey of Dover, Merriam of Westmin-
ster, Potter of Palmer, Emory of Orange, Sargent of 
Methuen. 

On Leave of Absence. — Messrs. Gardner of Ashfield, 
Peirce of Lakeville, Bliss of Great Barrington, Wonson of 
Gloucester, Spaulding of Brimfield, Rinn of Lawrence, 
Mahon of Hopkinton. 

On Public Buildings. — Messrs. Gilbert of Southwick, 
Belcher of Easton, McGibbons of Lynn, Hathaway of 
Springfield, Brooks of Haverhill, Lincoln of North Brook-
field, Cornell of Andover. 

On Rules and Orders. — Messrs. Osgood of Salem, 
Cummings of Fall River, Leary of Worcester, Phillips of 
Marblehead, Wood of Hudson, Barnes of Becket, Carberry 
of Boston. 

Joint Standing Committees. 

joint standing I n concurrence, the joint standing committees were 
committees. . . , r n appointed, as follows : — 

On Agriculture. — Messrs. Gregory of Essex, Lynde of 
Worcester, of the Senate. Messrs. Baker of Lincoln, Smith 
of Middlefield, Webster of Boston, Winn of Burlington, 
Lewis of Uighton, of the House. 

On Banks and Banking. — Messrs. Holmes of Bristol, 
Ropes of Suffolk, Barker of Norfolk, of the Senate. Messrs. 
Thomas of Brookline, McPkerson of Boston, Hawks of 
Slielburne, Wilson of Boston, Whitmore of Framingham, 
Parmenter of Athol, Brigham of Westborough, Marshall 
of Everett, of the House. 

On Claims. — Messrs. Hill of Suffolk, White of Suffolk, 
Canfield of Berkshire, of the Senate. Messrs. Clark of 
Springfield, Russell of Pittsfield, Fairbank of Oakham, Part-
ridge of Medway, Swift of Bridgewater, Wilcox of Sandis-
field, Stackpole of Boston, Reed of Westford, of the House. 

On Education. — Messrs. Saunders of Middlesex, White 
of Suffolk, of the Senate. Messrs. Hale of Cambridge, 
Brackett of Boston, Peck of Arlington, Everett of Ware-
ham, Sargent of Grafton, of the House. 



On Federal Relations. — Messrs. Palmer of Suffolk, 
Russell of Middlesex, of the Senate. Messrs. Goulding of 
Worcester, Barrett of Ayer, Case of New Bedford, Cham-
berlain of Sturbridge, Shea of Boston, of the House. 

On the Fisheries. — Messrs. Ewing of Hampden, Rogers 
of Essex, of the Senate. Messrs. Andrews of Danvers, 
Lovell of Barnstable, Wales of Attleborough, Coffin of 
Salisbury, Flood of Randolph, of the House. 

On Harbors. — Messrs. Hill of Suffolk, Day of Suffolk, 
Rogers of Essex,_ of the Senate. Messrs. Norton of Boston, 
Shortle of Provincetown, Robinson of Chelsea, Noyes of 
Boston, Whitehouse of Boston, Pike of Merrimac, Cobb 
of Kingston, Howes of Dennis, of the House. 

On Insurance. — Messrs. Barton of Worcester, Gogin of 
Suffolk, of the Senate. Messrs. Dunham of Pittsfield, 
Doane of Orleans, Smyth of Worcester, Eager of Canton, 
Walton of Wakefield, of the House. 

On the Library. — Messrs. Gregory of Essex, Davol of 
Bristol, of the Senate. Messrs. Paige of Cambridge, Des-
mond of Boston, Hildreth of Lunenburg, Greene of Bel-
chertown, Stiles of Montgomery, of the House. 

On Manufactures. — Messrs. Gilbert of Hampshire, Gogin 
of Suffolk, of the Senate. Messrs. Howe of Marlborough, 
Stuart of Hyde Park, Hart of Taunton, Perry of Dudley, 
Moors of Lowell, of the House. 

On Mercantile Affairs. —Messrs. Truell of Essex, Knowl-
ton of Worcester, Sherman of Middlesex, of the Senate. 
Messrs. Randall of Waltham, Tilton of Haverhill, Lovell 
of Weymouth, Sanford of Brockton, Johnson of Boston, 
Keyes of Lowell, Jenkins of Boston, Davis of Watertown, 
of the House. 

On Military Affairs. — Messrs. Winn of Franklin, Mer-
riam of Worcester, Canfield of Berkshire, of the Senate. 
Messrs. Ellis of Melrose, Thurston of Cambridge, Otis of 
Northampton, Beal of Lawrence, Wright of" Holyoke, 
Ricker of Newburyport, Gilman of Boston, Davis of Upton, 
of the House. 

On Parishes and Religious Societies. — Messrs. Swett of 
Essex, Sherman of Middlesex, of the Senate. Messrs. 
White of Ilolbrook, Curtis of Colrain, Wilder of Ilolliston, 
Burnett of South Hadley, Wyman of Shrewsbury, of the 
House. 

On Printing. — Messrs. Davol of Bristol, Cate of Essex, 
of the Senate. Messrs. Pillsbury of Boston, Putnam of 
Salem, Rand of Cambridge, Field of Clinton, Haskell of 
Gloucester, of the House. 



On Prisons. — Messrs. Truell of Essex, Flatley of Suf-
folk, Ivnowlton of Worcester, of the Senate. Messrs. King 
of Boston, Chase of Salem, Locke of Boston, Emery ot 
Lawrence, Anthony of Adams, Wiggin of Lowell, Byram 
of Boston, Hardy of Natick, of the House. 

On Public Charitable Institutions. — Messrs. Ely ot .Nor-
folk, Burrage of Suffolk, Gardner of Hampden, of the 
Senate. Messrs. Washburn of Worcester, Prescott of Bos-
ton, Bird of Walpole, Bancroft of Boston, Ivelley of Cam-
bridge, Macomber of Fall River, Jones of Lynn, Blanchard 
of Boston, of the House. 

On Public Lands. — Messrs. Sherman of Middlesex, Beal 
of Plymouth, of the Senate. Messrs. Wiswell of Boston, 
Thompson of Woburn, Wade of Newton, Underwood of 
Hubbardston, Clough of Tisbury, of the House. 

On Railroads. — Messrs. Palmer of Suffolk, Gilbert of 
Hampshire, Knowlton of Bristol, of the Senate. Messrs. 
Osgood of Salem, Hawkes of Lynn, Chapin of Boston, 
Wilder of Lowell, Dunham of Pittsfield, Moseley of Bos-
ton, Tucker of Boston, Soule of New Bedford, of the 
House. 

On Roads and Bridges. — Messrs. Swett of Essex, Beal 
of Plymouth, of the Senate. Messrs. Kimball of Revere, 
Bartlett of Peabody, Barnes of Plymouth, Doherty of 
Boston, Taf t of Uxbridge, of the House. 

On the State House. — Messrs. Flatley of Suffolk, Knowl-
ton of Worcester, of the Senate. Messrs. Nugent of Bos-
ton, Oakman of Marshfield, Aldrich of Deerfield, Carroll 
of Marblehead, Packard of Brockton, of the House. 

On Street Railways. — Messrs. Breed of Essex, Hayes 
of Middlesex, Gogin of Suffolk, of the Senate. Messrs. 
Turner of Boston, Newton of Boston, Marsh of Quincy, 
Noyes of Georgetown, Glines of Somerville, Jackson of 
Salem, Morton" of Fairhaven, Murphy of Boston, of the 
House. 

On Towns. — Messrs. Hayes of Middlesex, Adams of 
Worcester, of the Senate. Messrs. Studley of Rockland, 
Read of Lowell, Nickerson of Somerville, Hutchinson of 
Chelsea, Colburn of Leominster, of the House. 

On Water Supply and Drainage. — Messrs. Barton of 
Worcester, Ropes of Suffolk, Bishop of Middlesex, of the 
Senate. Messrs. Warren of Boston, Carll of Lowell, Cor-
nish of New Bedford, Wadsworth of Boston, Reed of 
Taunton, Marden of Boston, Hooper of Medford, Bent of 
Wayland, of the House. 



Joint Special Committees. 
In concurrence, the following joint special committees Joint special 

were appointed : — committees. 

On Labor,.—Messrs. Holmes of Bristol, Gardner of 
Hampden, Day of Suffolk, of the Senate. Messrs. Mellen 
of Worcester, Hayden of Weymouth, Bartholomew of 
West Springfield, Howe of Holden, Field of Leverett, 
Coffin of Fall River, Marlor of Lynn, Lowther of Boston, 
of the House. 

On Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Grreenfield Railroad. — 
Messrs. Winn of Franklin, Burrage of Suffolk, Ewing of 
Hampden, of the Senate. Messrs. Noyes of Boston, Baker 
of Beverly, Norton of Boston, Cook of Milford, Ingalls of 
Adams, Converse of Maiden, Sprague of Fitchburg, Leigh-
ton of Boston, of the House. 

On the Liquor Law. — Messrs. Merriam of Worcester, 
Cate of Essex, Abbott of Middlesex, of the Senate. Messrs. 
Baker of Beverly, Andrews of Danvers, Knowlton of 
Springfield, Fish of Sandwich, Merritt of Scituate, Cow-
drey of Stoneham, O'Neil of Boston, Jager of Boston, of 
the House. 

Woman Suffrage. — Messrs. Bishop of Middlesex, Palmer 
of Suffolk, Saunders of Middlesex, of the Senate. Messrs. 
Shortle of Provincetown, C. H. Hill of Boston, Jones of 
Lynn, Warren of Boston, Hastings of Worcester, Richards 
of Lynn, Kelley of Cambridge, McGlynn of Fall River, of 
the House. 

On Taxation. — Messrs. Coffin of Middlesex, Lynde of 
Worcester, and Bishop of Middlesex, of the Senate. 
Messrs. Hyde of Boston, H. A. Hill of Boston, Ranlett 
of Newton, Hastings of Worcester, Mahony of Boston, 
Richards of Lynn, Noble of Westfield, Paige of South-
bridge, of the House. 

On Constitutional Amendments. — Messrs. Russell of 
Middlesex, White of Plymouth, Coffin of Middlesex, 
Merriam of Worcester, Brown of Berkshire, of the Senate. 
Messrs. C. H. Hill of Boston, Wade of Newton, Pillsbury 
of Boston, Goulding of Worcester, Walsh of Boston, 
Knowlton of Springfield, Jennings of Fall River, of the 
House. 

On State Detective Force. — Messrs. Russell of Middle-
sex, White of Plymouth, Coffin of Middlesex, Merriam 
of Worcester, Brown of Berkshire, of the Senate. Messrs. 
C. H. Mill of Boston, Wade of Newton, Pillsbury of Bos-
ton, Goulding of Worcester, Walsh of Boston, Knowlton 
of Springfield, Jennings of Fall River, of the House. 



Monitors of the House. 

The monitors of the House were appointed as follows: • 
T, • • • n j T?t./-I/-\1-1 I rt a 1st Division, 

2d Division, 

3d Division, 

4fh Division, 

5th Division, 

6th Division, 

Messrs. Thomas of Brookline, 
Wentworth of Boston. 

Messrs. Dunham of Pittsfield, 
McPherson of Boston. 

Messrs. Ellis of Melrose, 
Read of Lowell. 

Messrs. Hayden of Weymouth, 
MeGlynn of Fall River. 

Messrs. Cushing of Cambridge, 
Leonard of Foxborough. 

Messrs. Washburn of Worcester, 
Desmond of Boston. 

Drawing of Seats. 
Drawing of Under the rule, the House then proceeded at once to 
8eat8' the drawing of seats; Messrs. C. H. Hill of Boston, Stone 

of Newburyport, and Cushing of Cambridge, being ap-
pointed a committee to supervise the same. 

Messrs. Osgood of Salem, Bird of Walpole, King of 
Boston, Ricker of Newburyport, Wiswell of Boston, and 
Cunningham of Somerville, were severally allowed to 
select seats before the drawing began. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Wade of Newton, petitions of the city of New-

ton for authority to lay and maintain a sewer and drain 
through territory of the town of Watertown; 

For authority to establish grades for drainage and sewer-
age ; and 

ibid. For authority to divert water-courses for purposes of 
sewerage and drainage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Water Supply 
and Drainage. 

Catherine Vail. By Mr. King of Boston, petition of Catherine Vail for 
State aid. 

Referred to the committee on Claimsr 
By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petition of the Mayor of 

Boston for an act authorizing said city to regulate the 
transportation, sale, and storage of gunpowder and other 
explosive compounds. 

Referred to the committee on Manufactures. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Newton — 
Watertown. 

Newton drain 
age. 

Boston — ex 
plosives. 



By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petition of the Mayor of B o s t o n -
Boston for an act to authorize the proper authorities of 8treets-
said city to re-locate streets. 

By Mr. Prescott of Boston, petition of the Mayor of Boston-street vcudcrfli 
Boston for the passage of an act authorizing the Board of 
Aldermen to grant permission to occupy the public streets 
by venders of certain articles. 

By Mr. Prescott of Boston, petition of the Mayor of Boston-parks. 
Boston for an act to authorize said city to borrow money 
for improvement of land for park purposes. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. Soule of New Bedford, petition of William P. seventh Bristol 

Macomber of Westport for the seat as representative for 
the Seventh Bristol District now occupied by Charles 
Fisher. 

Referred to the committee on Elections. 

Reports, etc., Referred. 

Reports, etc., were referred as follows: — 
The Forty-sixth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Perkins institu-

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the ]on' 
Blind; and 

The Thirtieth Annual Report of the Trustees of the S a n d e d 
Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-minded Youth; youth. 

Severally to the committee on Public Charitable Insti-
tutions. 

The Report of the Librarian of the State Library for the Library, 
year ending Sept. 30, 1877, to the committee on the 
Library. 

The Thirty-fifth Registration Report, to the committee Registration, 
on Labor. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Abstract of the returns of Sheriffs ; and Sheriff8' 
Abstract of the returns of Registers of Deeds; Deldst.ers °f 

Severally to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Aeereeates of Polls, Property- Taxes, etc., as assessed r°iis, property, 

I T ,1 T7v and taxes. May 1, 1877, to the committee on f inance. 

Order. 

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be authorized Finance Com-
to report from time to time such appropriation bills as may 
be required to meet the exigencies of the government, 
and to employ such clerical assistance as may be needed. 



Introduced on Leave. 
noosac Tunnel. By Mr. Noyes of Boston, a Resolve providing for an 

amendment to the Constitution, forbidding the alienation 
of the title of the Commonwealth to the Hoosac Tunnel. 

Read, referred to committee on Hoosac Tunnel, and 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and sent up for concur-
rence. 

Papers from the Senate. 
jo in t rules and The report of the joint committee on Rules and Orders 

came down, recommending the adoption of the rules and 
orders of 1877, with the following amendments : In Rule 1 
insert after the word "House ," in the third line from 
the end, the words " and whose duty it shall be early in 
each session to examine carefully into all the expenses of 
the Commonwealth, with a view to such retrenchment as 
may be found practicable." In Rule 9 substitute, for the 
words " i s rejected in the other," the words "shall fail to 
pass in the other." In Rule 20 strike out all after the 
words "present and voting thereon," in the third line 
from the end. 

Governor's ad- Ordered, in concurrence, under suspension of the 23d 
dress. j o i n t r u l g 5 T h a t five thousand extra copies of the Governor's 

address be printed for the use of the legislature. 
At 3.35 adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , J a n . 8 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 

South Maiden By Mr. Marshall of Everett, petition of the South Mal-
Cong. Soeiety. d e n Congregational Society of Everett for change of name 

and the legalizing of acts done by the society. 
M . E . Church of By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petition of the Methodist 
Lanesborough. E p i s c o p a l church of Lanesborough for a share of a cer-

tain fund set apart for the maintenance of religious wor-
ship in said town. 

Severally referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

E. TOBIN. By Mr. Cook of Milford, petition of Elizabeth Tobin 
for State aid. 



By Mr. McPherson of Boston, petition of John Sheri-
dan, guardian of Patrick Sheridan, for State aid. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
B}' Mr. Osgood of Salem, petitions of the Eastern Rail-

road Company in reference to filling vacancies in the 
Board of Directors; and 

For authority to make, renew, or modify leases, or other 
running contracts with railroads out of the Commonwealth. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railroads. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Wood of Hudson, petition of George A. Cotting 

and others of Hudson for a law providing, that, in counties 
where the shire is divided, plaintiffs to suits may designate 
the court locality where the case shall be tried. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Reports, etc., Referred. 
A message was received from the Governor transmitting Annual reports, 

the following reports : — 
Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Common-

wealth ; and of 
The Treasurer and Superintendent of the Massachusetts 

Employment Bureau for Disabled Soldiers. 
Severally referred to committee on Military Affairs. 
Annual Report of the Board of Land Commissioners. 
Referred to committee on Public Lands. 
Annual Reports of the Board of Inspectors of the State 

Prison, and of the State Agency for Aiding Discharged 
Convicts. 

Referred to committee on Prisons. 
Annual Reports: — 
Of Trustees of the State Reform School; 
Of the Trustees of the State Industrial School; 
Of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospitals at North-

ampton, Taunton, and Worcester; 
Of the Inspectors of the State Workhouse; 
Of the Inspectors of the State Primary School; 
Of the Inspectors of the State Almshouse; also 
Final Report of the Commissioners upon the Erection of 

the New Hospital for the Insane in the north-eastern part 
of the Commonwealth. 

Severally referred to committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
i 

Patrick Sheri-
dan. 
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Divided shires. 



etato Work-
house. 

Sergeant-at-
Arms and 
Clerks. 

New-York and 
New-England 
Railroad. 

The report of a committee appointed by the last legis-
lature to inquire into the discipline and management of 
the State Workhouse at Bridgewater, was, on motion of 
Mr. Osgood of Salem, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Taken from the Files. 

On motion of Mr. Wade of Newton the Bill relating to 
the salaries of the Sergeant-at-Arms and the Clerks of the 
Senate and House of Representatives was taken from the 
files of last year, and referred to the committee on Expen-
ditures. Sent up for concurrence. 

Laid on the Table. 
The report of the committee of the last legislature to 

report to the present General Court what action should be 
taken in regard to the stock owned by the State in the 
New-York and New-England Railroad, was received, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Contagious dis-
eases among 
animals. 

Election dis-
tricts. 

Examinations of 
titles by officers 
of savings 
banks. 

Employes of 
Sergeant-at-
Arms. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson of Chelsea, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Agriculture consider 

the expediency of enacting some law to prevent the spread-
ing of contagious diseases among animals. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the Resolve providing for an amendment 

to the Constitution to permit the division of towns into 
election districts, agreed to by the last General Court, be 
taken from the files, and referred to the joint special 
committee on Constitutional Amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Noyes of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking 

consider the expediency of providing by law that no officer 
of a savings bank, or other institution for savings, shall be 
employed in the examination of the title to any property 
upon which such bank or institution proposes to take secu-
rity, nor be in any manner interested in the charges for 
such examination. 

On motion of Mr. Wade of Newton, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Expenditures consider 

the expediency of paying the doorkeepers and other sub-
ordinates of the Sergeant-at-Arms by the session, instead 
of by the day. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 



On motion of Mr. Wade of Newton, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Pauperism and 

the expediency of requiring the opinion of the justices of suffrage, 
the Supreme Judicial Court in relation to the time and 
manner, when and how an individual otherwise qualified, 
who has lost the right of suffrage by pauperism, is-restored 
to that r i gh t ; and also in relation to the effect of accept-
ing temporary aid under the provisions of law for the main-
tenance of the poor, upon the right of suffrage. 

On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem, — 
Ordered, That so much of the address of his Excellency Finance», 

the Governor as relates to the finances of the Common-
wealth be referred to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport, — 
Ordered, That the Auditor of Accounts be authorized to Auditor's 

submit in print the usual summary or abstract of his r°IK>lt-

annual report, covering the financial transactions of the 
State for the year ending Dec. 31, 1877. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Noyes of Boston, a Resolve providing for an state aid to 

amendment to the constitution, prohibiting State aid to r '"roa 8' 
railroad corporations. Read and laid over under the rule, 
at the request of Mr. Moseley of Boston. 

By Mr. Noyes of Boston, a Bill to authorize employment Keeper», 
of keepers by officers attaching personal property, and for 
other purposes. 

Read, and referred to the committee on Judiciary. 
By Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, a Bill concerning trustee 

process. 
Read, and referred to the committee on Judiciary. 

Trustee 
process. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The petition of the Mystic River Corporation, for exten- Mystic River 

sion of time to complete its improvements, was referred in C0rP°rat1011-
concurrence to the committee on Harbors. 

A t 2.25, the House adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , J a n . 9 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 
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Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, petition of Clarissa B. 
Hill for payment of arrears of State aid ; also 

Petition of Maria G. Dunbar for payment of arrears of 
State aid; also 

Petition of Amaziah Mayo and George G. Baker for 
the appointment of a tribunal to determine the amount 
due them as contractors for building the Reformatory 
Prison for Women, and for immediate payment of money 
due without question ; also 

Petition of the Mayor of Springfield for reimbursement 
of money expended for the militia. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
By Mr. Clough of Tisbury, petition of the town of Tis-

bury for an amendment of section 2, chapter 63, of the 
Acts of the year 1870, relative to maintaining Lagoon 
Bridge. 

Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Paddock of Nantucket, petition of F. C. Sanford 

and others for restoration of a term of the Supreme Judi-
cial Court for Nantucket. 

By Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, petition of George S. 
Willis and others for amendment of chapter 132 of the 
Acts of 1867, and other acts relative to the Pittsfield Fire 
District. 

Severally referred to the committee on Judiciary. 
Estimates calling for appropriations for the several de-

partments for the year 1878 were received from the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, and referred to the committee 
on Finance. 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem,— 
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth be 

directed to deliver to the Sergeant^at-Arms such number 
of copies of the public documents under his charge as the 
members of the legislature are entitled to receive under 
chapter 248 of the Acts of 1877, and that the same be filed 
for the use of the members. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Mercantile Affairs con-

sider the expediency of amending chapter 49 of the Gen-
eral Statutes, relating to the measurement of lumber. 



On motion of Mr. Marclen of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the petition of the city of Boston for Medicine and 

leave to pass ordinances to regulate the practice of medi- loston"!y 

cine and pharmacy in the city of Boston be taken from 
the files, and referred to the committee on Water Supply 
and Drainage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Laid Over. 
The following order, offered by Mr. Washburn of Adjournment 

Worcester, was, at the request of Mr. Wentworth of OTl-r Saturday-
Boston, laid over under the rule, until to-morrow. 

Ordered, That, when the House adjourns on Friday of 
each week, it be to meet on the following Monday, until 
otherwise ordered. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Swift of Bridgewater, a Bill to amend chapter Fisheries in 

190 of the Acts of the year 1872, relating to the alewife an^Sr*61 

and other fisheries in the towns of Bridgewater, West towns-

Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, and Halifax. 
Read, referred to the committee on the Fisheries, and 

sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 

The petition of the Mayor of Chelsea, that the city of Chelsea Bridge. 
Chelsea be relieved from maintaining that portion of Chel-
sea Bridge which is within the limits of the city of Boston, 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Roads 
and Bridges. 

A Bill to amend section 1 of chapter 42 of the Acts of Mutual are in-
the year 1875, relative to mutual fire insurance companies panies of other 
created by the laws of other States, introduced on leave in States-
the Senate, was read, and referred, in concurrence, to the 
committee on Insurance. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Taxa- school taxation, 
tion consider the expediency of raising the money for the 
support of public schools by State, rather than by munici-
pal or local tax, in view that the children in all parts of 
the Commonwealth may have equal educational privileges. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Ex- Securities in 
penditures be directed to examine the securities in the trea8ury-
hands of the Treasurer and Receiver-General, and report 
the condition of the same. 



Liquor law. Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint special_ com-
mittee on the subject of the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors 
consider the expediency of further legislation regulating 
or restricting the manufacture and sale of such liquors. 

Fitchtmrg Rail- Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail-
roads be instructed to inquire if any legislation is necessary 
to facilitate further improvements on its own and leased 
lines by the Fitchburg Railroad Company. 

Resolve on Leave. 
The Resolve (on leave) providing for an amendment to 

the constitution prohibiting State aid to railroad corpora-
tions, laid over from yesterday, was referred to the com-
mittee on Railroads, and sent up for concurrence. 

At 2.24 adjourned. 

State aid to 
railroad». 

T H U R S D A Y , J a n . 1 0 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
Barnstable Bay. By Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, petition of C. H. 

Walker and two hundred and forty-seven others of Prov-
incetown for a law regulating seining in Barnstable Bay. 

Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
FITCHBURG R.R. By Mr. Osgood of Salem, petition of the Fitchburg 

Railroad Company for further legislation in reference to 
disposing of its capital stock. 

EASTERN R.R.CO. By Mr. Gargan of Boston, petition of Briggs Mann and 
others, that the legislature will make an examination into 
the books and financial condition of the Eastern Railroad 
Company. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railroads. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, petition of the select-

men of West Springfield for an act to legalize the doings 
of said town in the construction of main drains and com-
mon sewers. 

By Mr. Hyde of Boston, petition of Samuel C. Cobb 
and others for legislation to prevent fraudulent voting in 
elections, and fraudulent registration of voters. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

West Spring-
field. 

Fraudulent 
voting and 
registration. 



By Mr. Gargan of Boston, petition of Dennis O'Connor Eighth Suffolk 
for a recount of votes for representative in the Eighth Suf- Dl8tri0t-
folk District. 

Referred to the committee on Elections. 
The Fif th Annual Report of the Commissioners for commiamoner« 

locating and building a new State Prison, pursuant to Prison, 
statute, was received, and referred to the committee on 
Prisons. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

A Resolution. 
M r . Gargan of Boston offered the following resolution, silver, 

which was read, referred to the committee on Federal Re-
lations, and sent up for concurrence : — 

Resolved, That the members of the National Senate and 
House of Representatives from Massachusetts be requested 
to urge upon Congress the importance of the appointment 
of a commission by the government of the United States 
to confer with the governments of Great Britain and 
France for the purpose of concurrent action on the ques-
tion of the remonetization of silver. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Smyth of Worcester, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Insurance consider the 

expediency of so amending section 69 of chapter 58 of the 
General Statutes, that the bonds required under said sec-
tion shall be given by the companies, instead of the agents. 

On motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, — 
Ordered, That the Insurance Commissioner be requested 

to make a special report to the legislature, as promptly as 
practicable, relative to legislation upon the subject of in-
surance. 

On motion of Mr. Chapin of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Taxation consider the Delinquent tax-

expediency of so amending chapter 225 of the Acts of the pa>ers' 
year 1873, that delinquent tax-payers may be relieved 
from paying such excessive interest as they are now re-
quired to pay in many of the cities and towns of the 
Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. Bird of Walpole, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Printing consider 

whether retrenchment can be effected in advertising com-
mittee hearings. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Insurance 
agents' bonds. 

Insurance com-
missioner. 

Committee 
hearings. 



Massachusetts 
indebtedness — 
gold. 

Rule 96 — ex-
change of seats. 

Town indebted-
ness to the Com-
monwealth. 

Expenditures 
and appropria-
tions for state 
offices and in-
stitutions. 

Town aid to 
railroads. 

Adjournment 
over Saturdays. 

Registers of 
Deeds. 

ITanover and 
8outh Scituate. 

On motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Finance consider and 

report whether any legislation be expedient to express the 
purpose and the duty of the State to pay its pecuniary 
debts in gold. 

On motion of Mr. Mellen of Worcester, — 
Ordered, That the seventh paragraph of House Rule 96, 

so far as it allows an exchange of seats by members within 
ten days from the day of the drawing, be suspended on 
and after Saturday next. 

On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Finance inquire into 

the expediency of passing an act authorizing cities and 
towns which are indebted to this Commonwealth to dis-
charge such indebtedness before its maturity, and to bor-
row money and to issue bonds or other proper securities 
therefor. 

On motion of Mr. King of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

whether any amendment of existing laws is requisite or 
desirable in order to limit the expenditures of State offices 
and institutions to the amounts severally appropriated 
therefor. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Bancroft of Boston, 
was laid over, at the request of Mr. Washburn of Worces-
ter : — 

Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 
the expediency of repealing the laws allowing cities and 
towns to aid in the construction of railroads. 

The order offered yesterday by Mr. Washburn of Worces-
ter, and laid, over, relative to the adjournment of the 
House from Friday of each week to the following Monday, 
was adopted. 

Report of a Committee. 
By Mr. Walsh of Boston, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, no legislation necessary on the Abstract of Re-
turns of the Registers of Deeds. 

Read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A Bill to change a part of the boundary-line between 

the towns of Hanover and South Scituate, taken from the 
files of the Senate, was referred, in concurrence, to the 
committee on Towns. 



A preamble and resolution relating to the Bland Silver THE BIANA BUI. 

Bill now before Congress was referred, in concurrence, to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Taxa- Just ami equal 
tion consider what legislation is expedient or necessary for t,iX,lUon-
the purpose of promoting just and equal taxation through-
out the State, and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Agri- Dog-tax. 

culture consider the expediency of increasing the tax upon 
dogs. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint standing com- Tramps, 
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions be directed to con-
sider and report what legislation, if any, is required to 
provide for the proper treatment of street beggars, vagrants, 
or tramps. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Prisons p°™™s
ttee 011 

be authorized to visit the prisons, jails, and houses of cor-
rection in the Commonwealth, at such times as they shall 
deem expedient. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks 
and Banking inquire into the expediency of providing legis-
lation requiring all private bankers doing business within 
the Commonwealth, and receiving deposits of money or 
valuables, to publish quarterly statements showing in de-
tail all resources and liabilities of such business. 

The petition of John B. Hull and others, citizens of Tramps. 
Stockbridge, praj'ing for relief from the tramp nuisance, 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions. 

A t 2.25 adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , J a n . 1 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, petition of the Fidelity n ^ A w u r , 
Assurance Company, for amendments of its charter. Re-
ferred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

5 



Trawling in 
Massachusetts 
Bay. 

Taxation. 

Truro and 
Provincetown. 

Divided shires. 

By Mr. Baker of Beverly, petition of Larkin W est and 
two hundred others for legislation to prohibit trawling 
within Massachusetts Bay. Referred to the committee on 
the Fisheries. 

By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petitions of the Lewis Wharf 
Company and others; and of William S. Whitwell and 
others, for amendment of the laws relative to valuation of 
property and assessment of taxes. 

Severally referred to the committee on Taxation. 
By Mr. Howes of Dennis, petition of the selectmen of 

Truro, that the boundary-line between that town and Prov-
incetown may be defined. Referred to the committee on 
Towns. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Cook of Milford, petition of the citizens of Mil-

ford for a law providing, that, in counties where the shire 
is divided, plaintiffs to suits may designate the court local-
ity where the case shall be tried. Referred to the com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Memorials, etc. 
institute of By Mr. Bird of Walpole, memorial of Massachusetts 
lwimou.gj. j n s t i t u t e of Technology, asking for an appropriation for 

the maintenance of said institute. Referred to the com-
mittee on Education. 

New state A communication from the State Board of Health, rela-
Prison. £ j y e t o s e w e r a g e f o r the new State Prison at Concord, 

was received, and referred to the committee on Water 
Supply and Drainage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Reed of Taunton, — 

Assets ana Ha- Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking 
savii'igsbanks. inquire into the expediency of requiring the trustees of all 

savings banks duly incorporated under the laws of this 
Commonwealth, to publish semi-annually, in at least one 
newspaper printed in the county where said bank is located, 
a sworn statement of the assets and liabilities of said 
bank. 

On motion of Mr. Hawks of Shelburne, 
Ordered, That the joint committee, consisting of the 

judiciary committees of the House and Senate, t o whom 



was referred that portion of the message of the Governor 
relating to constitutional amendments, be directed to con-
sider and report upon the expediency of adopting consti-
tutional amendments to limit the length of the sessions of 
the General Court, and to fix the pay of its members. 

On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Railroads consider the on 

expediency of amending chapter 372 of the Acts of the 
year 1874 in relation to notice in case of accidents on rail-
roads. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, 
was referred to the committee on Printing, and sent up 
for concurrence: 

Ordered, That the committee on Railroads cause to be Railroad law. 
printed twelve hundred copies of the General Railroad 
Law (chapter 372 of the Acts of 1874), and all subse-
quent acts relating to railroads, in a form to show what 
portions of the original act are amended or repealed, with 
additional legislation arranged under appropriate heads, 
e tc . ; and that six hundred copies of said laws be placed at 
the disposal of the Board of Railroad Commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Depositions, 

the expediency of amending section 37, chapter 131, of 
the General Statutes, in relation to taking depositions out 
of this Commonwealth, to prevent its application to cases 
where there is reasonable opportunity of taking such depo-
sitions by commission. 

On motion of Mr. Emery of Lawrence, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Police courts — 

the expediency of enlarging the criminal jurisdiction of Larcen>-
police courts in reference to the crime of larceny. 

On motion of Mr. McGibbons of Lynn, — 
Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to Election ser-

present the thanks of the House to the Rev. James L. Hill m°n' 
of Lynn for his able and eloquent sermon preached before 
the executive and legislative branches of the government 
on the 2d inst., and to request a copy of the same for pub-
lication. 

Adopted, and Messrs. McGibbons of Lynn, Paige of 
Cambridge, and Sanford of Brockton, were appointed the 
committee. 

Sessions of 
General Court, 
and pay of 
members. 



The order laid over from yesterday was amended, on 
motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, to read as follows: — 

Town aid to Ordered, That the committee on Railroads consider the 
railroads. expediency of repealing the laws allowing cities and towns 

to aid in the construction of railroads. 
Adopted as amended, and sent up for concurrence. 

Boston school 
committee. 

Official stenog-
rapher. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. Moseley of Boston, a Bill concerning the school 

committee of the city of Boston. Read, and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. Cushing of Cambridge, a Bill to provide a ste-
nographer for the legislative and executive departments. 
Read, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Taken from the Files. 

On motion of Mr. Bird of Walpole, — 
Free passe». A Bill concerning free passes over railroads was taken 

from the files of last year, and referred to the committee 
on Railroads. 

On motion of Mr. Washburn of Worcester, — 
Paupers. A Bill relating to settlement of paupers was taken from 

the files of last year, and referred to the committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Cape Cod Ship 
Canal. 

Debts of towns 
and cities to 
Commonwealth. 

Savings bank 
investments. 

State tax on 
savings bank 
deposits. 

Papers from the Senate. 

The petition of Cape Cod Ship Canal Company for an 
extension of its charter was referred, in concurrence, to 
the committee on Harbors. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Ex-
penditures consider the expediency of legislation reducing 
the rate of interest on notes and bonds held by the Com-
monwealth against cities and towns. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks 
and Banking consider the expediency of amending section 1, 
chapter 175, of the law of 1863, relative to investments 
by savings banks, by inserting in the fourth line of said 
section, before the word " cities," the words " towns or." 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks 
and Banking consider the expediency of reducing the 
State tax upon deposits in savings banks. 



Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks Truetees ĵf̂  
and Banking consider the expediency of reporting a bill savlng8 

requiring trustees of savings banks to be depositors in the 
institutions of which they are officers. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Public Committee on 
Charitable Institutions be authorized to visit said institu- ble Institutions, 
tions at such times as they may deem expedient. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on the Troy and 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad and IToosac Tunnel consider road—freight'" 
and report what legislation, if any, is advisable to establish deiot-
a freight depot in Greenfield or in Deerfield, for the use 
of the manager and the corporations operating the Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad, the Vermont and Massachusetts 
Railroad, and the Connecticut-river Railroad, or any of 
them. 

The petition of the city of Boston for leave to pass Boston-medi-
ordinances to regulate the practice of medicine and phar- maey.ndplw~ 
macy in said city, referred in the House to the committee 
on Water Supply and Drainage, came down referred, in 
non-concurrence, to the committees on the Judiciary of 
the Senate and House, in which reference the House non-
concurred, and insisted on its reference to the committee 
on Water Supply and Drainage. 

The following order was referred, in concurrence, to the 
committee on Print ing: — 

Ordered, That there be printed a thousand copies of the Committee lists, 
list of the standing and special committees of the respec-
tive branches of the legislature, and of the joint standing 
and special committees. 

The following order was laid over at the request of Mr. 
Washburn of Worcester: — 

Ordered, That the committee on Claims be authorized Attomey-
and instructed to request the attendance of the Attorney- L'enerjL 

General or Assistant Attorney-General at all hearings 
upon claims against the Commonwealth, with a view to 
the protection of the treasury of the State. 

Talcen from the Table. 

The report of the joint special committee appointed by New.York and 
the legislature of 1877, relating to the securities of the 
Commonwealth in the New-York and New-England Rail-
road, was, on motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport, taken 
from the table, and referred to the committee on Railroads. 



Bridge water 
"Workhouse. 

E. Tobin. 

Patrick 
Sheridan. 

C. Vail. 

Orders of the 
day. 

The report of the committee on I n v e s t i g a t i o n of Bridge-
water Workhouse was taken from the table, on motion 01 
Mr. Osgood of Salem, and referred to committee on 1 UDIIC 
Charitable Institutions. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Reports of Committees. 

By Mr. Fairbank of Oakham, from the committee on 
Claims, leave to withdraw on the petition ot Elizabeth 
Tobin for State aid. 

By Mr. Stackpole of Boston, from the same committee, 
leave to withdraw on the petition of John Sheridan, 
guardian of Patrick Sheridan, for State aid. 

By Mr. Clark of Springfield, from the same committee, 
leave to withdraw on the petition of Catherine Yail for 
State aid. „ . , . 

Severally read, and placed in the orders of the day tor 
Monday. 

Orders of the Day. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, no 
legislation necessary, on Abstract of Returns of Registers 
of Deeds, was accepted. 

At 2.31 adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , J a n . 1 4 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
woman »of- By Mr. Rand of Cambridge, petition of Mary W. Allen 
fragc' and 41 others; by Mr. Baker of Lincoln, petition of Har-

riet Stow and 30 others ; by Mr. Paige of Southbridge, 
petition of George H. Mellen and 98 others; by Mr. Rich-
ardson of Gloucester, petition of Mehitable Haskell and 
37 others; by Mr. Davis of Watertown, petition of Rev. 
J . F. Lovering and 45 others; by Mr. Lincoln of North 
Brookfield, petition of John B. Austin and 17 others; by 
Mr. Wiswell of Boston, petition of Mrs. Geor ge Clapp and 
15 others; by Mr. Jones of Lynn, petition of Benjamin 
Percival, sen., and 23 others; by Mr. Wliitehouse of Bos-



Somerville and 
Waltliam. 

ton, petition of Agnes P . Fish and 10 others, — severally 
for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Baker of Beverly, petition of the Massachusetts Liquor law. 

Temperance Alliance, for a repeal of the present liquor 
license law, and the enactment of a prohibitory liquor law. 
Referred to the committee on the Liquor Law. 

By Mr. Converse of Maiden, petition of William C. w. c. Peabody. 
Peabody of Everett, for State aid. Referred to the com-
mittee on Claims. 

By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, petition of the Boston sheii-fishon 
Asylum and Farm School, for regulation of the taking of island'"0"3 

clams and other shell-fish from the shores of Thompson 
Island. Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

By Mr. Cunningham of Somerville, petition of the city 
of Somerville, for authority to appropriate certain land in 
the town of Waltham for burial purposes. Referred to 
the committee on Towns. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Converse of Maiden, petition of the selectmen Maiden sinking 

of Maiden, for an act making the sinking-fund commis- un 

sioners of said town custodians of the water loan sinking-
fund. 

By Mr. Carll of Lowell, petition of John A. G. Richard- SUre8-
son and others of Lowell, and by Mr. Hastings of Worces-
ter, petition of Charles B. Prat t and 51 others of Worces-
ter, for a law providing, that, in counties where the shire is 
divided, plaintiffs to suits may designate the court locality 
where the case shall be tried. 

By Mr. Daly of Boston, petition of Bigelow, Kennard, 
& Co., in aid of the petition of the Mayor of Boston rela-
tive to occupation of public streets by venders of certain 
articles. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petition of Eliza Ann Gard-

ner, for leave to sell certain real estate on Bridge Street in 
the city of Boston. Referred to the committee on Probate 
and Chancery. 

Street venders. 

E. A. Gardner. 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Norton of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the joint special committee on Labor 

consider the expediency of providing by law that the 



Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Dower. 

.Town debts to 
the Coramon-

. wealth. 

Bureau of Statistics on Labor shall collect and dissemi-
nate information as to the demand for, and the supply of, 
labor in the various industries of the Commonwealth, for 
the purpose of assisting unemployed persons to obtain 
employment. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Reed of Taunton,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of so amending sections 2 and 3 of chapter 
135 of the General Statutes, that a woman entitled to 
dower may recover the same without making a previous 
demand on the tenant of the freehold ; the service of the 
writ to be a sufficient notice to the tenant. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Allen of Boston, 
was laid over on request of Mr. Stone of Newburyport : — 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Commonwealth be 
requested to furnish a detailed statement, giving the names 
of the cities and towns indebted to the Commonwealth, 
the amount, description, and maturity of the indebtedness, 
together with the rate or rates of interest thereon. 

Introduced on Leave. 
Wilis in foreign By Mr. Goulding of Worcester, a Bill relating to wills 

written in foreign tongues. Read, and referred to the 
committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Papers from the Senate. 
street railways. A Bill concerning street railway corporations, introduced 

on leave in the Senate, was read, and referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee on Street Railways. 

A Bill in relation to the publication of rules to regulate 
the transportation of explosive compounds, introduced on 
leave in the Senate, was read, and referred, in concurrence, 
to the committee on Railroads. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks 
and Banking consider the expediency of increasing the 
amount which savings banks may invest in personal secu-
rities. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint standing com-
mittee on Printing consider the expediency of repealing or 
amending chapter 248 of the Acts of 1877, concerning the 
printing and distribution of public and certain other docu-
ments. 

Explosive com-
pounds. 

Savings bank 
investments. 

Public docu-
ments. 



Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Prisons Tobacco for 
consider the expediency of furnishing the convicts in the 
Massachusetts State Prison with tobacco at the expense of 
the State, and whether any legislation is necessary to pre-
vent it. 

A petition of Albert L. Murdock, for an appropriation Agriculture, 
for the dissemination of information concerning agriculture, 
and to make effective the provisions of section 9 of chap-
ter 16 of the General Statutes concerning the Board of Ag-
riculture, was referred, in concurrence, to the committee 
on Agriculture. 

Resolutions concerning the remonetization of silver were silver, 
read, and referred, in concurrence, to the committee on 
Federal Relations. 

A report of the committee on Printing, that the order Committee lists, 
for printing one thousand copies of the list of committees 
of the two branches ought to be adopted, was accepted in 
concurrence, under suspension of the rule. 

The Senate order relative to the attendance of the Attor- Attomey-
ney-General at certain hearings before the committee on , i u u a • 
Claims, laid over from Friday, was amended, on motion of 
Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, by striking out the words " a n d 
instructed " in the second line, and adding at the end the 
words " whenever the committee think the interests of the 
Commonwealth so require." 

The order was then adopted, in concurrence, as amended, 
and sent up for concurrence in the amendments. 

Orders of the Day. 

Reports of the committee on Claims, leave to with- orders of the 
draw, on day-

Petition of Catherine Vail for State aid, and on 
Petition of Elizabeth Tobin for State a id; 
Were severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 
The report of the same committee, leave to withdraw on 

petition of John Sheridan, guardian of Patrick Sheridan, 
for State aid, was postponed for further consideration until 
to-morrow, on motion of Mr. Fairbank of Oakham. 

At 2.33 adjourned. 



T U E S D A Y , J a n . 1 5 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournmènt. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Paige of Cambridge, a 

member of the House. 

Auditor's re-
port. 

Auditor's Report. 
A summary of the report of the Auditor of Accounts 

for the year ending Dec. 31, 1877, was received, and re-
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

Petitions Presented. 
Woman suf-
frage. 

By Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, petition of J . G. Forman and 
37 others; by Mr. Winn of Burlington, petition of Wil-
liam Gilman and 41 others ; by Mr. Thompson of Woburn, 
petition of H. H. Stearns and 34 others; by Mr. Paddock 
of Nantucket, petition of W. R. Perkins and 81 others, 
— severally for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
Bamstabie Bay. By Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, petition of Harvey 

Collins and others of Truro, in aid of petition to regulate 
seining in Barnstable Bay. Referred to the committee on 
the Fisheries. 

Ten-hour law. By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petition of Miss Inez Snow, 
for repeal of so much of chapter 221 of the Acts of 1874 
as relates to the employment of women over eighteen 
years old in manufacturing establishments. Referred to 
the committee on Labor. 

By Mr. Noyes of Boston, petition of Liverus Hull and 
others, for an act of incorporation as The Massachusetts 
Friendly Aid Society. Referred to the committee on 
Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petition of R. M. Gilmore 
and others, that chapter 204 of the Acts of 1876 be so 
amended as to authorize an additional company of cavalry. 
Referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petition of W. W. Freeman 
and others, for a division of the town of Adams. 

By Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, petition of the select-
men and 110 others, citizens of Provincetown, in aid of 
a petition for the settlement of a boundary-line between 
Truro and Provincetown. 

Severally referred to the committee on Towns. 

Mass. Friendly 
Aid Society. 

Cavalry. 

Truro and 
Provincetown. 



By Mr. Noyes of Boston, a remonstrance of A. S. Hay- Medicine and 
ward and others, against regulation, by law, of the prac- p armacy-

tice of medicine and pharmacy. Referred to the commit-
tee on Water Supply and Draiange. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, petition of the county Hampden 

commissioners of the county of Hampden, for an act au- missione?™" 
thorizing them to borrow a sum not exceeding fifteen thou-
sand dollars, to be used in payment for the bridge and 
highway recently constructed across the Connecticut River, 
between West Springfield and Springfield. 

By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, petition of Henry E. n . E. Taintor. 
Taintor of Hartford, Conn., for an act confirming his acts 
as commissioner for Massachusetts. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Bird of Walpole, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Public Lands be m- Common-

structed to inquire and report whether any, and, if so, wealth's flat9-
what portion of the Commonwealth's flats in the Charles 
River basin, north of Beacon Street, can properly be filled, 
what would be the cost of such filling, and what would 
be the probable value of said flats when filled, and, gener-
ally, what will be the best method of filling and disposing 
of said flats for the best interests of the Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. Hawkes of Lynn ,— 
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms procure a sufficient supplement to 

number of the second edition of the supplement to the Gen 'statute8-
General Statutes, for the use of the legislature and the 
committees thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Ingalls of Adams, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel Union passen-

and Troy and Greenfield Railroad consider and report NorthAdams. 
what, if any, fur ther legislation is necessary for the speedy 
construction of a union passenger-station at North Adams. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Drains and 

into the expediency of amending chapter 48 of the Gen- sewers-
eral Statutes, so that cities and towns, if they deem it 
expedient, may charge an appropriate sum to persons 
entering or using main drains or common sewers, instead 
of making the assessment authorized by the statute. 



Registers of 
votera in towns. 

Depositions. 

Town debts to 
Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. Ingalls of Adams, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of amending chapter 208 of the Acts of 
1877, which is entitled " A n Act to provide for the keep-
ing of registers of voters in towns," so as to particularly 
define the duties of selectmen in reference thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of amending the provisions of chapter 
131 of the General Statutes, relating to the taking of 
depositions ; so that depositions taken upon notice without 
the Commonwealth shall be equally competent and admis-
sible as evidence with depositions taken without the Com-
monwealth upon commission. 

The order offered yesterday, and laid over, relative to a 
statement by the Treasurer of the cities and towns in-
debted to the Commonwealth, &c., was adopted. 

Introduced on Leave. 

stationery for p)V Mr. Jennings of Fall River, a Bill to amend section 1 pupils HI public „ ^ . . P i r̂ rjc, 1 
schools. ot chapter 106 ot the Acts ot the year 1873, relative to 

furnishing the pupils in public schools with stationery. 
Read, and referred to the committee on Education. 

By Mr. Hooper of Medford, a Bill to amend section 1 of 
chapter 139 of the Acts of the year 1877, concerning the 
boundary-line between the towns of Medford and Maiden. 
Read, and referred to the committee on Towns. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Worcester By Mr. Washburn of Worcester, a Bill to extend the 

time during which the city of Worcester is authorized to lay 
out a public park, and to establish and maintain a reservoir. 
Read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Medford and 
Maiden. 

Papers from the Senate. 

Were referred, in concurrence, as follows : — 
Grand Union Petition of J . G. Kidder and others, to be incorporated 
Depo?Oo.d as the Grand Union Wharf and Depot Company in East 

Boston ; and 
international Petition of Albert Bowker and others, to be incorporated 
DockCoIld a s ^ International Wharf and Dock Company in East 

Boston ; 
Severally to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 



A Bill authorizing the commissioners of savings banks Savings banks 
to attend the meetings of bankrupt railroad corporations, commi8BiQncrs-
taken from the Senate files, was read and referred, in con-
currence, to the committee on Banks and Banking. 

Motion to Reconsider. 
A motion of Mr. Kelley of Cambridge, to reconsider the c . Vaii. 

vote by which the House yesterday accepted the report of 
the committee on Claims, leave to withdraw on the peti-
tion of Catherine Vail for State aid, was lost by a vote of 
81 to 116. 

Reports of Committees. 

By Mr. Ivnowlton of Springfield, from the committee Boston school 
on the Judiciary, asking to be discharged from further 
consideration of the Bill (on leave) concerning the school 
committee of the city of Boston, and that it be referred 
to the committee on Education. Accepted under sus-
pension of the rule, and sent up for concurrence in the 
reference. 

By Mr. Osgood of Salem, on a petition, a Bill in addi- E. R.R. Co. 
tion to an Act entitled " An Act for the relief of the East-
tern Railroad Company, and the securing of its debts and 
liabilities." 

By Mr. Stone of Newburyport, from the committee on 
Finance, on an order; a 

Bill making appropriations for the maintenance of the Appropriation 
government for the present year ; also a wuso. i. 

Bill making appropriations for the compensation an4 Appropriation 
travel of the members of the legislature, for the compen- bl 1 Xo' 2' 
sation of officers thereof, and for other purposes; 

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Orders of the Day. 

On motion of Mr. McPherson of Boston, the 
Report of committee on Claims, leave to withdraw on orders of the 

petition of John Sheridan, guardian of Patrick Sheridan, day" 
for State aid, was recommitted to the committee on Claims. 

At 2.34 adjourned. 



W E D N E S D A Y , J a n . 1 6 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Jones of Lynn, petition of O. S. Witherell and 
33 others; by Mr. Colburn of Leominster, petition of 
Jonathan Drake and 108 other voters, and 109 others, 
women of Leominster, — severally for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suf-
frage. 

By Mr. Brooks of Haverhill, petition of the mayor of 
Haverhill; and by Mr. Howe of Marlborough, petition of 
the selectmen of Marlborough, — severally for reimburse-
ment for money paid for rent of armory. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
By Mr. Morton of Fairhaven, petition of A. C. Fish 

and 160 others, for an Act to regulate the taking of eels in 
the Acushnet River and its tributaries. Referred to the 
committee on the Fisheries. 

By Mr. Daly of Boston, petition of M. A. Darling and 
others, for an Act for the preservation of a part of Nan-
tasket Beach. Referred to the committee on Harbors. 

By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petition of E. A. Dyke and 
others, for a division of the town of Adams. Referred to 
the committee on Towns. 

sa i em-sewer s . By Mr. Osgood of Salem, petition of the mayor of 
Salem, for authority to take such lands, flats, buildings, 
etc., as may be desirable in constructing a system of sew-
erage for said city. Referred to the committee on Water . 
Supply and Drainage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
shire». By Mr. Paige of Southbridge, petition of Pliny T. 

Litchfield and others, for a law providing, that, in counties 
where the shire is divided, plaintiffs to suits may designate 
the court locality where the case shall be tried. Referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Lynn—probate By Mr. Jones of Lynn, petition of S. M. Bubier and 
court- others, for sessions of the probate court in the city of 

Lynn. Referred to the committee on Probate and Chan-
cery. 

Woman suf-
frage. 

Haverhill. 

Marlborough. 

Acushnet-river 
eels. 

Nantasket 
Beach. 

Adams. 



Talcen from the Files. 
On motion of Mr. Hill of Boston, the memorial of Horace Mann. 

George B. Emerson, asking for an appropriation to furnish 
the educational works of Horace Mann to school and town 
libraries. Referred to the committee on Education, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Andrews of Danvers, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Insurance inquire into Town in-

the expediency of providing by law, that towns and cities suiancc" 
in this Commonwealth may insure property within their 
limits against losses by fire. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Putnam of Salem, 
was, on motion of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, referred to 
the committee on Print ing: 

Ordered, That the clerks of the two branches cause to rocket-books, 
be prepared a list of committees, in suitable memorandum 
form, not exceeding five hundred in number, for the use 
of the members of the legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Registration of 

the expediency of amending sections 103 and 104 of chap- deed8' 
ter 17 of the General Statutes, relating to the registra-
tion of deeds. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary to which Boston — Board 

was referred the petition of the city of Boston in regard woiS!'0 

to granting additional authority to the street commis-
sioners, be instructed to report on the expediency of estab-
lishing a board of public works in said city, to consist of 
three able and discreet persons, appointed by the mayor, 
with the approval of the City Council, with authority to 
exercise the powers now vested in the Board of Street 
Commissioners, and also such of the powers now vested in 
the Board of Aldermen as surveyors of highways, and in 
relation to the location and construction of sewers and 
main drains, as the City Council may by ordinance pre-
scribe. 

On motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire Transfer of 

whether any additional legislation is necessary relating to new prison. 
the transfer of prisoners from Charlestown to Concord, 
when the new prison shall be ready for occupation. 



On motion of Mr. King of Boston, — 
Reading of Ordered, That all bills, resolves, and other papers that 

have been, or, under the rules or usages of the House, are 
to be, printed, shall be read by their titles only, unless the 
full reading is requested. 

Motion to Reconsider. 
Boston school Mr. Moseley of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the House yesterday accepted the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, asking to be discharged 
from further consideration of the Bill (on leave) concern-
ing the school committee of the city of Boston, and that 
it be referred to the committee on Education ; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. Both 
motions were lost. 

Introduced on Leave. 
Employment of By Mr. Cummings of Fall River, a Bill relating to the 

employment of children, and regulations respecting their 
attendance at school. Read, referred to the committee on 
Education, and sent up for concurrence. 

Contagious 
cattle diseases. 

Lancaster 
Savings Bank. 

Supervisors of 
Statistics. 

Vine-street 
Cong. Society. 

Railroad sign-
boards. 

Report of 
savings bank 
commissioners. 

Papers from the Senate. 

The following papers were referred in concurrence : — 
Report of Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among 

Cattle. To the committee on Agriculture. 
Annual report of the receivers of the Lancaster Savings 

Bank. To the committee on Banks and Banking. 
Report of the Board of Supervisors of Statistics. To 

the committee on Education. 
Petition of the Vine-street Congregational Society of 

Boston, for change of name. To the committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies. 

Petition of F. Hoffman and others, citizens of Stock-
bridge, praying that the railroads traversing the State, or 
a part of it, shall have sign-boards, with the names of sta-
tions printed thereon. To the committee on Railroads. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Print-
ing consider the expediency of printing a thousand addi-
tional copies of the Bank Commissioner's Report, to be 
placed at the disposal of the Bank Commissioner, — five 
hundred for gratuitous distribution, and five hundred for 
half the cost of production. 



Reports of Committees. 
By Mr. Allen of Boston, from the committee on Finance, Town 

asking to be discharged from further consideration of the Commonwealth-
order relative to the payment, by cities and towns, of 
indebtedness due the Commonwealth, and that it be 
referred to the committee on Expenditures. Accepted, 
under suspension of the rule, and sent up for concurrence 
in the reference. 

By Mr. Stone of Newburyport, from the committee on Appropriation 
Finance, on an order, a Bill in addition to an Act making B i l lNo '3 ' 
appropriations for the maintenance of the government 
during the present year. Read, and placed in the orders 
of the day for a second reading to-morrow. 

Orders of the Day. 
Bills: 
In addition to an Act entitled " An Act for the relief of orders of the 

the Eastern Railroad Company, and the securing of i ts .d a y ' 
debts and liabilities ; " 

Making appropriations for the maintenance of the gov-
ernment for the present year ; and 

Making appropriations for the compensation and travel 
of the members of the legislature, for the compensation 
of officers thereof, and for other purposes; 

Were severally read, and ordered to a third reading. 
At 2.20 adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , J a n . 1 7 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Sargent of Grafton, a 
member of the House. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Taf t of Uxbridge, petition of Mrs. Lois A. woman suf-

Staples and 16 others; and by Mr. Winn of Burlington, frage' 
petition of Lydia C. Hussey and 34 others, — severally for 
woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
7 



Game and tres-
pass laws. 

Newburyport 
water-supply. 

H. Kirkland. 

Street venders. 

West Spring-
field sewers. 

Collection of 
taxes. 

Attachment of 
personal prop-
erty. 

Fines in liquor 
cabes. 

By Mr. Otis of Northampton, petition of J . E. Torrey 
and 265 others, citizens of Easthampton and neighboring 
towns, for a modification of the game and trespass laws. 
Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petition of Daniel Jenks and 
others, for a division of the town of Adams. Referred to 
the committee on Towns. 

By Mr. Stone of Newburyport, petition of the city of 
Newburyport, for an Act to supply the city of Newbury-
port with water. Referred to the committee on Water 
Supply and Drainage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Spaulding of Northampton, petition of Harvey 

Kirkland of Northampton, that his acts between certain 
dates, as a justice of the peace within and for the county 
of Hampshire, may be legalized. 

By Mr. Blanchard of Boston, remonstrance of George 
F. Lawrence and others, against the petition of the mayor 
of Boston, for an Act authorizing the Board of Aldermen 
to grant permission to occupy the public streets by venders 
of certain articles. 

By Mr. Wright of Holyoke, remonstrance of W. F. 
Moseley and others, against the petition of the selectmen 
of West Springfield, for an Act to legalize the doings of 
said town in the construction of sewers. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Hooper of Medford, — 
Ordered, That the joint committee on Taxation be in-

structed to consider and report what amendments, if any, 
are expedient in the provisions of law relative to the col-
lection of taxes. Sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wade of Newton, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

whether any, and, if so, what, legislation is expedient in 
relation to attachment upon mesne process, and the duties, 
liabilities, and fees of officers serving the same. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Papers were referred, in concurrence, as follows: — 
Petition of Edwin Foss and 177 others, for a law giving 

the complainant a portion of the fines in liquor cases. To 
the committee on the Liquor Law. 



Annual report of the Mystic River corporation. To the Mystic River 
committee on Harbors. corporation. 

Petition of Amaziah Mayo of Springfield, that he may A. Mayo, 
be relieved from the payment for damages resulting from 
the falling-in of a sidewalk while building the State Nor-
mal School boarding-house at Westfield, taken from the 
Senate files. To the committee on Claims. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks Savings bank 
and Banking consider the expediency of exempting from DEP°BIT8-
taxation such portions of deposits in savings banks as may 
be invested in United States bonds. 

A Bill to amend section 2 of chapter 29 of the Acts of street railways, 
the year 1874, relating to street railways, introduced on 
leave in the Senate, was read, and referred in concurrence, 
to the committee on Street Railways. 

Report of a Committee. 
By Mr. Putnam of Salem, from the committee on Print- General railroad 

ing, that the order relative to printing twelve hundred law' 
copies of the General Railroad Law, with subsequent acts 
in addition thereto, ought to be adopted, with amendments, 
making the number six hundred, and providing for their 
distribution by the Railroad Commissioners. Read, and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Orders of the Day. 
The Bill, in addition to an Act making appropriations Orders of the 

for the maintenance of the government during the present day' 
year, was read, and ordered to a third reading. 

Bills: 
In addition to an Act entitled " An Act for the relief of 

the Eastern Railroad Company, and the securing of its 
debts and liabilities ; " 

Making appropriations for the maintenance of the gov-
ernment for the present year ; and 

Making appropriations for the compensation and travel 
of the members of the legislature, for the compensation 
of officers thereof, and for other purposes (amended on 
motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport) ; 

Were severally read, passed to be engrossed, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

At 2.15 adjourned. 



F R I D A Y , J a n . 1 8 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Phillips Brooks of Boston. 

Treasurer's The annual report of the Treasurer and Receiver-Gen-
report. e r a j w a g r e c e i V ed , and laid upon the table. 

List of corpora- A list of incorporated associations for library, religious, 
tions, 1872-1877. ch a r i table, educational, and other purposes, which have 

received certificates of incorporation from the Secretary's 
department from 1872 to 1877 inclusive, was received, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Petitions Presented. 
Woman suf-
frage. 

Wakefield — 
armory-rent. 

By Mr. Brigham of Westborough, petition of L. T. 
Oheever and 145 others; by Mr. Richards of Lynn, peti--
tion of C. W. Biddle and 50 others; and by Mr. Doane of 
Orleans, petition of M. B. Huckins and 56 others, — sever-
ally for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Walton of Wakefield, petition of the selectmen 
of the town of Wakefield, for unpaid armory-rent for the 
years 1875 and 1876. 

A. A. Dike. By Mr. Cowdr,ey of Stoneham, petition of Abby A. 
Dike of Stoneham, for State aid. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
Medical officers By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petition of Henry I. Bow-

ditch and others, for a law authorizing school committees 
to appoint medical officers. Referred to the committee on 
Education. 

By Mr. Baker of Beverly, petition of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, for the repeal of the present 
liquor license law and the enactment of a prohibitory 
liquor law. Referred to the committee on the Liquor 
Law. 

By Mr. H. A. Hill of Boston, petition of the Massachu-
setts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, for an appropria-
tion. 

By Mr. Studley of Rockland, petition of the selectmen 
of Abington, for further legislation in relation to tramps. 

Severally referred to the committee on Public Charita-
ble Institutions. 

Liquor law. 

Eye and Ear 
Infirmary. 

Tramps. 



By Mr. Flood of Randolph, petition of E. Drew and East stoughton 
others, for the annexation of that part of Stoughton known -RandolJ>h-
as East Stoughton, to the town of Randolph. Referred to 
the committee on Towns. 

By Mr. Jenkins of Boston, petition of the Boston and Boston and 
Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, for a loan of the credit RaSfoadS-
of the State to aid in the construction of said railroad. pany-
Referred to the committee on Railroads. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

By Mr. Beach of Springfield, petition of C. T. Stockwell Trustee process, 
and 650 others, for amendment or repeal of the laws rela-
tive to trustee process. Referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Wright of Holyoke, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Fisheries consider Pishing in con-

the expediency of amending section 3, chapter 144, of the necticut River-
Acts of 1874, relative to fishing in the Connecticut and 
Merrimack Rivers, by striking out the word " four," and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word " two." 

On motion of Mr. Noyes of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the joint standing committee on Public South Boston 

Lands be authorized and instructed to procure, and report flat8' 
for the use of the legislature, copies of all contracts be-
tween the Commonwealth and the Boston and Albany 
Railroad, the city of Boston, or any other parties in rela-
tion to the sale, purchase, or filling of the South Boston 
flats, and of all correspondence connected therewith or 
referring thereto. 

On motion of the same gentleman, — 
Ordered, That the joint standing committee on Rail- Railroad land 

roads consider whether any further legislation is necessary, damages-
in amendment of chapter 372 of the Acts of 1874, to 
insure the payment of damages for land taken in the con-
struction of railroads authorized under the provisions of 
said chapter. 

On motion of Mr. Carroll of Marblehead, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Taxation consider the Real estate of 

expediency of exempting from taxation a part o'f the real oct°senarial»>-
estate of persons over eighty years of age, who own no 
personal property. 



Fish Commis-
sioners' report, 

Plymouth Coun-
ty courts. 

Suffolk County 
Probate Court. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Billings of Hatfield, 
was referred to the committee on Printing : 

Ordered, That five hundred copies of the annual report 
of the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries for the year 1877 
be printed, to be distributed under the direction of said 
commissioners. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Studley of Rockland, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary be in-

structed to consider the expediency of redisricting the 
county of Plymouth, with reference to abolishing one or 
more of the district courts in said county. 

On motion of Mr. Brackett of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of providing that the sessions of 
the Probate Court in the county of Suffolk shall be held 
every Monday in each month, except the month of August. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Baker of Beverly, 
was rejected by a vote of fifty-seven to ninety-nine, four-
fifths not having voted in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the use of the hall of the House of 
Representatives be granted to the joint special committee 
on the Liquor Law, on Wednesday A.M.. Jan. 23, for a 
public hearing of representatives of the Woman's Chris-
tian Temperance Union. 

Papers from the Senate. 

The annual report of the State Directors of the Boston 
bany°RaHroad. and Albany Railroad was referred, in concurrence, to the 

committee on Railroads. 
The report of the committee on Printing, to whom was 

referred the order relative to printing a thousand additional 
copies of the Savings Bank Commissioners' report, came 
down accepted by the Senate, with an amendment that 
only five hundred extra copies be printed for the use of 
the commissioners. Read, and placed in the orders of the 
day for Monday. 

Orders of the Bay. 
The report of the committee on Printing, that the order 

relative to printing the General Railroad Law, with acts 
in addition thereto, ought to pass, with amendments, was 
considered. 

Representative!' 
cliumber. 

Savings bank 
commissioners. 

Orders of the 
day. 



Mr. Stone of Newburyport raised the point of order, Point of order, 
that the legislature cannot authorize the printing of 
documents, except for its own use, unless it is done by 
bill or resolve. 

At the request of the Chair the further consideration of 
the subject was postponed until Monday. 

The Bill in addition to an Act making appropriations 
for the maintenance of the government during the present 
year, was read a third time, passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

At 2.30 adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , J a n . 2 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 
The annual report of the Deputy Tax Commissioner W a s Deputy tax com-

received, and laid upon the table. miS8ioner" 
The official report of the Attorney-General for the year Attomey-Gcn-

ending on the third Wednesday in January, 1878, was " lcl""t' 
received, and laid upon the table. 

A list of the names of cities and towns indebted to the Town indebted-
Commonwealth, the amount, description, and maturity of wealth?0"1™™" 
the indebtedness, and the rate of interest thereon, was 
received from the Treasurer as ordered by the House, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Brown of Fitchburg, petition of the mayor of Armory rent— 
Fitchburg; by Mr. Hooper of Medford, petition of the outli, and Bev-
selectmen of Medford; by Mr. Barnes of Plymouth, peti- erly" 
tion of the selectmen of Plymouth; by Mr. Baker of 
Beverly, petition of the selectmen of Beverly,—severally 
for reimbursement for money paid for armory-rent. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
By Mr. Brackett of Boston, petitions of F. W. Draper Medical officers, 

and others, of Arthur H. Nichols and others, of F. I. 
Knight and others, and of John G. Blake and others, sev-
erally for a law authorizing school committees to appoint 
medical officers. 



Worcester ^ By Mr Goulding of Worcester, memorial of the trustees 
s S r , e ° "" of the Worcester County Free Institute of Industrial 

Science, for aid from the State. 
Severally referred to the committee on Education. 

Cavalry. By Mr. Baker of Beverly, petition of W. A. Simmons 
and others, for an amendment of the militia laws so as to 
provide for one additional company of cavalry. Referred 
to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Lumber. By Mr. O'Neil of Boston, remonstrances of James F. 
Marston and others ; by Mr. McPherson of Boston, remon-
strance of Charles R. McLean and others; by Mr. Brack-
ett of Boston, remonstrance of Messrs. Wheelock and 
Tuttle, and others; by Mr. Davis of Watertown, remon-
strance of E. D. Leighton and 69 others, — severally against 
any change in the law relative to measuring lumber. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 

New Bedford By Mr. Hathaway of New Bedford, petition of the 
water-euppiy. m a y 0 r 0f New Bedford, for authority for saicl city to take 

water from certain ponds. Referred to the committee on 
Water Supply and Drainage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
Bristol County By Mr. Jennings of Fall River, petition of George 
superior Court. Marston and others, relative to holding term days of the 

Superior Court within the county of Bristol, on the first 
Tuesday of March, June, September, and December of 
each year. 

Melrose water- By Mr. Ellis of Melrose, petition of the selectmen of 
loan- Melrose, for an Act establishing a Water Loan Sinking-

Fund commission for said town. 
Medfordsink- By Mr. Hooper of Medford, petition of the selectmen 

of Medford, relative to the sinking-funds of said town, 
street venders. By Mr. Byram of Boston, remonstrance of Samuel 

Knight and others, against authorizing the city of Boston 
to grant permits to venders of certain articles to occupy 
the public streets. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Taken from the Files. 
Middlesex On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, the Bill to 
County Superior c h a n g e t h e t i m e o f holding the June term of the Superior 

Court for criminal business for the county of Middlesex, 
was taken from the files of last year, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 



Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Wentworth of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking Depositor« in 

inquire if any, and what, legislation is necessary to further BavmgB au 8' 
protect depositors in saving banks. 

On motion of Mr. Carroll of Marblehead, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Water Supply and Boardsofheaith. 

Drainage consider the expediency of electing boards of 
health in all towns where there is an established Board 
of Health, by written or printed ballots. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Read of Lowell, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider city and town 

and report what legislation, if any, is necessary for the 0 oer8' 
better protection of the citizens of the Commonwealth 
against the acts of public officers of cities and towns. 

Introduced on Leave. 

By Mr. Noyes of Boston, a Bill in addition to an Act to Hoosae Tunnel, 
provide for the management of the Hoosac Tunnel and etc-

the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and for other purposes. 
Read, and referred to the committee on Hoosac Tunnel, 
and Troy and Greenfield Railroad. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Papers from the Senate. 

The petition of Thomas Cahill, for compensation for T. Cahm. 
injuries and expenses occasioned by his imprisonment on 
the false charge of having murdered Bridget Landregan, 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Claims. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Banks Withdrawal of 
and Banking consider whether the interests of depositors savtag^baX. 
in saving banks will be subserved by legislation in regard 
to withdrawals from such institutions. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Labor Ten-hour law. 
consider the expediency of amending chapter 221 of the 
Acts of 1874, relative to the hours of labor in manufac-
turing establishments. 

A Bill to amend chapter 221 of the Acts of 1874, rela- M . 
tive to hours of labor in manufacturing establishments, 
introduced on leave in the Senate, was read, and referred, 
in concurrence, to the committee on Labor. 
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Explosive com- A Bill in relation to the publication of rules to regulate 
pounds. t h e transportation of explosive compounds, reported on a 

bill on leave, and passed to be engrossed by the Senate, 
was read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow, for a second reading. 

Report of a Committee. 

w.c. Poabody. By Mr. Partridge of Medway, from the committee on 
Claims, leave to withdraw, on the petition of William C. 
Peabody of Everett for State aid. Read, and placed in 
the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 

Motion to Reconsider. 

Representatives' Mr. Gargan of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 
chamber. h e r e b y t i i e House, on Friday last, rejected an order, 

offered by Mr. Baker of Beverly, authorizing the use of 
the Representatives' Chamber by the committee on the 
Liquor Law, for a public hearing of representatives of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The motion pre-
vailed. The order was then amended, on motions of Messrs. 
Osgood of Salem, and Bird of Walpole, and, as amended, 
was again rejected. 

Orders of the Bay. 

Orders of the The report of the Committee on Printing, that the 
day- order relative to printing the General Railroad Law, with 

Acts in addition thereto, ought to pass, with amendments, 
Point of order, was further considered. Upon the point of order raised 

by Mr. Stone of Newburyport, the Chair ruled as fol-
lows : — 

In chapter I., article II., of the constitution, I take it the 
words " bill or resolve " have a much broader scope than 
when used in the narrow parliamentary meaning of our 
rules, and are really intended to cover any law-making ac-
tion on our part. I t is evident, from the context, that the 
making of laws must be by bill or resolve passed by both 
branches, and signed by the Governor, or duly passed not-
withstanding his objections. To say that legislation may 
be put into the form of an order or a resolution, and that 
thereby the constitutional provision which requires legisla-
tion to be submitted to the Governor may be avoided, 
would hardly be claimed. 

I t is, however, a well-settled practice, the validity of 
which is not at present in question, if, indeed, it be question-



able at all, that the General Court may by concurrent order, 
without adopting the form of a bill or a resolve, and with-
out following the steps necessary to make such a bill or 
resolve a law, direct certain things to be done, — for in-
stance, that its officers summon or arrest certain persons ; 
that its Clerk give certain notices, that a clock be procured, 
or a document printed; in each case, however, for the 
use of the legislature in the performance of its duties,— 
although, even in these cases, in payment for the expendi-
tures resulting from such orders, no money can be appro-
priated except by a regular appropriation bill duly passed 
and made a law in the manner provided by the constitu-
tion in the case of bills and resolves. 

Beyond this I fail to find, in principle or in practice, 
that the General Court has authority to carry the effect of 
a mere order, at most, beyond this extent of authorizing 
those subject to its authority to do certain acts, or procure 
certain things, such acts and things to be for the immediate 
use of the legislature in the performance and transaction 
of its business. 

Illustrations suggest themselves. It certainly cannot be 
said that one or both branches by a mere order can author-
ize three thousand uniforms to be made and distributed 
among the militia under the direction of its commanding 
officers; or a new building to be erected for the insane 
under the direction of the Board of State Charities ; or five 
hundred text-books to be bought, and given away in the 
schools, by the Board of Education: if so, the function of 
the Governor's approval or veto of legislation is avoided, 
and the making of laws is a very different thing from that 
contemplated and defined in the constitution. 

Certainly when, by a mere order, the legislature directs 
six hundred copies of a document to be printed, not for 
its own use, but for, and to be distributed abroad and out-
side of itself by, the Railroad Commissioners, 110 stretch of 
construction can construe this order as having in view any 
purpose to aid the legislature in the immediate transaction 
of its business. Such action should, therefore, be by bill 
or resolve, and, if put in the form of an order, is not in 
proper form. 

Such orders have, however, been so common in the 
matter of printing, that the impropriety —which would be 
evident at once if it occurred in the incurring of any other 
expense, like that for uniforms for the militia, or buildings 
for the insane—does not seem hitherto to have been 
objected to. The manner in which this practice has ariseD, 



is, evidently, that, in ordering the printing of documents 
liberally for its own use, the legislature has gradually 
extended that liberality into printing them for others than 
itself, for other uses than those of its immediate business, 
for the convenience of the various commissioners who make 
reports and desire copies of them, and also for the general 
enlightenment of the public. But, whether this liberality 
be a wise measure or not, it is certainly something else than 
serving the limited needs of the legislature in doing its 
immediate work ; and, when it passes beyond that limit, 
it must, like any other law or provision for the public wel-
fare, take the form provided by the constitution for such 
legislation. 

To be sure, in article IV. of chapter I., the constitution 
gives the General Court power to make " all manner of 
wholesome and reasonable orders ; " but the word " orders" 
is evidently not there used in the narrow, parliamentary 
sense which applies to it in the case now under considera-
tion. Besides, occurring in connection with the following 
words, "laws, statutes and ordinances, directions and 
instructions," it refers, I presume, either to that legislation 
which the constitution elsewhere so clearly provides shall 
be in the usual manner of a bill or resolve passing both 
branches, and then submitted to the Governor ; or else to 
the authorization of those acts and things which are neces-
sary to the transaction of the immediate work of the body 
authorizing them, and which, bjr long usage, and, I presume, 
properly, and perhaps by inherent right and necessity of its 
own existence, it may authorize by its own motion in the 
form of its own vote or order, free from the intervention or 
consent of any other branch or department of the govern-
ment: though, as I said before, even in this latter case, the 
expense so incurred can only be paid, or the Commonwealth 
pecuniarily charged therefor, by an appropriation bill 
passed and made a law in the way provided in the constitu-
tion. 

I t is true, also, that, under article X. of the same chapter 
of the constitution, the House has a right to settle its own 
" rules and orders of proceeding." But this general 
authority certainly does not override the earlier special 
provision, that the action of the legislature shall be laid 
before the Governor before it can become a law. And if 
it is claimed, that, under this article, the House may, if it 
please, make a rule that all its proceedings shall be in the 
form of an order, and never in the form of a bill or resolve, 
such a rule could only result in this, that its orders would 



then be construed as included in the broad terra " bill or 
resolve; " for it will hardly be claimed, that, in any way, 
the Governor's function can be avoided. But, in fact, we 
have no such rule. If we had, it might, perhaps, make 
the question at issue more difficult; but, having none such, 
it seems clear to the Chair that the whole meaning, spirit, 
force, and implied where not express requirement of our 
rules, is, that the term " o r d e r " covers suggestions of 
inquiry, instructions to our committees and officers, com-
mands for the doing of acts and the procuring of things 
necessary in the discharge of our immediate work ; and 
that whatever is not of this sort, but is in the nature of 
legislation and is on its way to become law, must be in 
the form of a bill or resolve, for the consideration and 
careful elaboration of which we have rule after rule ; such 
as, that it shall be read three times, not amended after 
engrossment, not introduced except in guarded ways, 
referred to the committee on Finance if involving the 
expenditure of public money, and to the committees on 
Third Reading and Engrossment for further scrutiny. 
And when it is brought to the attention of the Chair that 
what should be in the form of a bill or resolve, protected 
by so many safeguards, has been put into the form of an 
order, protected by few or none, even if there has hitherto, 
and without objection, been a practice to that effect, it is 
certainly the duty of the Chair to see that the proper form 
is insisted on, and that the evident intent of our rules is 
effectuated. 

The Chair would suggest, in view of the importance of 
the point raised, and in order that it may be definitely 
settled, the propriety of some joint rule as follows : — 

No action involving the expenditure of public money for any 
other purpose than the use of the legislature shall be had, 
except by bill or resolve rulably proposed or introduced. 

In the matter in question, the Chair sustains the point 
of order raised by the member from Newburyport. 

On motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport, the ruling of 
the Chair, with the order suggested, was referred to the 
committee on Rules and Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, the report of the 
committee, with the order, was referred to the committee 
on Railroads, the committee on Printing being discharged 
from further consideration of the subject. Sent up for 
concurrence. 

Report of the committee on Printing, that the order 



relative to printing extra copies of the report of the Savings 
Bank Commissioners ought to be adopted in a new form, 
was considered. 

The Chair ruled that this order, like the foregoing, was 
improperly before the House, and must be laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem, the committee on 
Printing was discharged from further consideration of the 
subject, and the report and accompanying order were 
referred to the committee on Banks and Banking. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , J a n . 2 2 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Cooke of Boston. 

Message from the Governor. 

A message was received from the Governor, trans-
mitting : 

inland fisheries. The Twelfth Annual Report of the commissioners on 
Inland Fisheries, for the year ending Jan. 1, 1878; also 

state Detective The Report of the chief of State Detective Force of 
Force. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the year ending 

Dec. 31, 1877. 
The former was referred to the committee on the Fish-

eries ; and the latter, to the joint special committee on State 
Detective Force. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Haskell of Gloucester, petition of J . H. Riggs 
and 108 others; by Mr. Shortle of Provincetown, peti-
tion of Anna J . Hutchinson and 206 others, — severally 
for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suf-
frage. 

By Mr. Haskell of Gloucester, petition of the mayor and 
aldermen of Gloucester for re-imbursement for money paid 
by said city for rent of armory. Referred to the commit-
tee on Claims. 

Woman suf-
frage. 

Newburyport 
armory-rent. 



By Mr. Warren of Boston, remonstrance of Thomas Lumber. 
Keyes and others; by Mr. Kelley of Cambridge, remon-
strance of William L. Lockhart and others, — severally 
against a change in the law relative to the measuring of 
lumber. 

Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile 
Affairs. 

By Mr. Noyes of Boston, remonstrance of A. S. Hay- Practice of 
ward and 387 others, against the regulation of practice of mc luuu ' 
medicine by statute. Referred to the committee on Water 
Supply and Drainage. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Order. 

On motion of Mr. McGibbons of Lynn ,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Labor consider and Convict-labor, 

report whether any legislation is expedient to prevent the 
labor of prison-convicts from coming in competition with 
that of the honest laborers of the State. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Introduced on Leave. 

By Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, a Bill to amend an " Act Dogs, sheep, 
concerning dogs, and for the protection of sheep and other „eliticanimaie. 
domestic animals." Read, and referred to the committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. Coffin of Fall River, a Bill for the better pro- women and 
tection of women and children employed in manufacturing J ^ ™ l n 

establishments. Read, and referred to the committee on 
Labor. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Read of Lowell, a Bill amending section 48, unlawful taking 

chapter 161, of the General Statutes, relating to the unlaw- 0 amm" 
ful taking of animals. 

By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, a Bill in relation to bets, Bet,s. wager«, J , . 7 7 and pools. 
wagers, and pools. 

Severally read, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Papers from the Senate. 

The petition of Maria J . Knight, for State aid, was re- M. J . Knight, 
ferred, in concurrence, to the committee on Claims. 



Locomotives on 
bridges. 

Lime and lime-
casks. 

Cape Cod Ship 
Canal. 

Securities in 
treasury. 

Mystic-river 
Corporation. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail-
roads inquire into the expediency of prohibiting, by law, 
the running of two locomotives in close connection with 
each other over bridges of steam railroads within this 
Commonwealth. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Mer-
cantile Affairs consider the expediency of amending sec-
tions 118 to 125 inclusive, chapter 49, of the General 
Statutes, regulating the inspection and sale of lime and 
lime-casks. 

The report of the committee on Harbors of 1877, in 
relation to the Cape Cod Ship Canal, was read, and referred 
in concurrence to the committee on Harbors. 

The report of the joint committee on Expenditures, on 
the condition of the securities in the hands of the Treas-
urer and Receiver-General, was read and accepted, in con-
currence, under suspension of the rule. 

A Bill in further addition to an " Act relating to the 
Mystic-river Corporation," reported on a petition, passed 
to be engrossed by the Senate, was read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow for a second reading. 

Town indebted-
ness to Com-
monwealth. 

Attorney-Gen-
eral's report. 

Orders of the 
day. 

Taken from the Table. 

On motion of Mr. Stone of Newburj'port, the statement 
containing the names of cities and towns indebted to the 
Commonwealth, the amount, description, and maturity of 
the indebtedness, and the rate of interest thereon, was 
taken from the table, and referred to the joint committee 
on Expenditures. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Osgood of Salem, the annual report 

of the Attorney-General was taken from the table, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders of the Day. 

The report of the committee on Claims, leave to with-
draw, on the petition of William C. Peabody, for State aid, 
was accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

The Bill in relation to the publication of rules to regu-
late the transportation of explosive compounds was read, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

At 2.21 adjourned. 



W E D N E S D A Y , J a n . 2 3 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Stuart of Hyde Park, petition of Mrs. J . B. woman suf-

Richardson and 99 others; by Mr. Potter of Palmer, frage' 
petition of Rev. N. H. Martin and 43 others, citizens of 
Ludlow; by Mr- Jones of Lynn, petition of Rev. Q. H. 
Shinn and 273 others; by Mr. Hooper of Medford, peti-
tion of John T. White and 45 others; by Mr. Pillsbury 
of Boston, petition of Robert F. Wallcutt and 41 others; 
by Mr. Lovell of Barnstable, petition of Sarah E. S. 
Robbins and 63 others, — severally for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Ames of Spencer, petition of Eliza C. Capen, for E.C. Capen. 

State aid. 
By Mr. Wales of Attleborough, petition of Mary A. JI. A. GRIFFIN. 

Griffin, for State aid. 
By Mr. Paige of Cambridge, petition of Polly Crowd Poiiy crowd — 

and Sally Burr, Punkapog Indians, that an annuity here- SallyBurr-
tofore granted to them by the Commonwealth be renewed 
and continued. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
By Mr. Stone of Newburyport, petition of Sumner, Fishery laws. 

Swasey, and Currier, and others, for a modification of the 
fishing-laws. Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, remonstrance of John Dailey Ten-hour law. 
and 476 others, against any change in the laws regulating 
the hours of labor. Referred to the committee on Labor. 

By Mr. Jenkins of Boston, remonstrance of J . S. Bach- Lumber, 
eldor and others, against amending the law in relation to 
the measurement of lumber. Referred to the committee 
on Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Bent of Wayland, petition of the town of Way-
land for an Act to supply said town with pure water. 
Referred to the committee on Water Supply and Drain-
age. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Leighton of Boston, remonstrances of S. Wins- street-venders, 

low and Company and 30 others, and of William G. Harris 
and 135 others ; by Mr. Locke of Boston, remonstrance 
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of Increase E. Noyes and others; by Mr. Wadsworth of 
Boston, remonstrance of John Brown and 54 others; by 
Mr. Wentworth of Boston, remonstrance of Miller Brothers 
and Company, and 39 others, — severally against authoriz-
ing the city of Boston to grant permits to venders of cer-
tain articles to occupy the public streets. 

Trustee process. By Mr. Macomber of Fall River, petition of George H. 
Eddy and others of Fall River, for a repeal or modifica-
cation of the laws relating to trustee process. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Cook of Milford, — 
The legislature Ordered, That the joint special committee on Constitu-
eion, and payof tional Amendments consider the expediency of such 
members. legislation as may be requisite, looking to a constitutional 

amendment, under the provisions of which the annual 
sessions of the state legislature shall be limited to one 
hundred days, the pay of the members to be five dollars 
per diem; and that, in case of a special session, a similar 
rate of compensation shall apply. 

Also incorporating into said proposed constitutional 
amendment a provision, that if the legislature, in any year, 
remains in session for a longer term than one hundred 
days, the members shall do so at their own expense. 

On motion of Mr. Partridge of Medway,— 
Apothecaries. Ordered, That the committee on the Liquor Law con-

sider the expediency of so amending chapter 99 of the 
Acts of liS75, as to provide that apothecaries may be 
licensed to sell intoxicating or spirituous liquors for 
mechanical and medicinal purposes only. 

On motion of Mr. Prescott of Boston,— 
Street-railways Ordered, That the committee on Street Railways con-

sider the expediency of requiring the several street rail-
roads located, in whole or in part, in the city of Boston, to 
accept any ticket good for a six-cent fare entitling any 
person to a passage on any street-car within the limits of 
said cit}', as full payment for a passage upon any one of 
the several roads within said limits ; and that such railways 
shall redeem their own tickets at the rate of five cents 
each in cash, when duly presented by the authorized agent 
of any such railroad, the same having been taken in pay-
ment of fares. 



On motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the joint special committee on Taxation Tremont 

consider and report under what statutes, and for what rea- Iumplc ' 
son, the building called Tremont Temple in Boston is 
exempted from taxation, and also on the expediency of its 
continuing so exempt. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr Stone of Newburyport, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery Answers of 

consider and report whether any legislation be expedient trustees-. 
in regard to the answers of trustees in the inferior courts. 

On motion of Mr. Jennings of Fall River, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider county"' 

the expediency of changing the term-days on which the 
Superior Court is held, within and for the county of Nan-
tucket. 

Resolution. 
The following resolution, offered by Mr. Cook of Mil- Thank* to sona-

ford, was referred to the committee on Federal Relations, H o a r . a w e s a n 

and sent up for concurrence : 
Resolved, That the thanks of the legislature of Massachu-

setts, representing the people of the Commonwealth, are 
due Hon. George F. Hoar and Hon. Henry L. Dawes, her 
senators in Congress, for their able and eloquent defence 
of the good name of their State, in reply to the unjust 
and uncalled-for attacks of James G. Blaine, United- States 
senator from Maine, on the floor of the senate-chamber at 
Washington, on Tuesday, the 22d inst. 

Introduced on Leave-
By Mr. Phillips of Marblehead, a Bill to further amend Lobsters, 

chapter 110 of the Acts of the year 1874, relative to the 
preservation of lobsters. Read, and referred to the com-
mittee on the Fisheries. 

By Mr. Hastings of Worcester, a Bill exempting money Taxation of 
loaned upon mortgage from taxation in certain cases, and ^"ings^stitif-

< relating to the taxation of savings banks and co-operative tionB-
saving-fund and loan associations. Read, and referred to 
the committee on Taxation. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

Motion. 
On motion of Mr. Noyes of Boston, it was ordered that Boston school 

the Bill (on leave) relating to the school committee of the committet'-
city of Boston be printed for the use of the House. 



Lee — water-
company. 

Capital stock of 
railroads. 

Dog-law. 

Mayo and 
Baker. 

Board of 
Health. 

Prison commis-
sioners. 

Public charities. 

Board of State 
Charities. 

Gold payments 
on Massachu-
setts State secu-
rities. 

Middlesex 
County Supe-
rior Court. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The petition of William Taylor and others of the town 

of Lee, praying for a charter to incorporate a water com-
pany, was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on 
Water Supply and Drainage. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail-
roads consider the expediency of repealing or amending 
section 46 of chapter 372 of the laws of 1874, relating to 
the increase of the capital stock of railroads, and the man-
ner of disposing of new stock. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Agri-
culture consider the expediency of amending chapter 130 
of the Acts of 1867, so as to secure the more thorough 
enforcement of the dog-law. 

The following order was, at the request of Mr Noj-es of 
Boston, laid over until to-morrow : 

Ordered, That the committee on Claims be allowed to 
employ a stenographer in the case of Amaziah Mayo, for 
claims against the Commonwealth for building the Reform-
atory Prison for Women at Sherborn. 

Papers were referred, in concurrence, as follows : 
So much of the Ninth Annual Report of the State Board 

of Health as relates to drainage and health, sewerage, and 
the pollution of streams. To the committee on Water 
Supply and Drainage. 

Seventh Annual Report of the Commissioners of Prisons. 
To the committee on Prisons. 

Report of the commission appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of revising the system of administration of the 
public charities of the Commonwealth ; and the 

Fourteenth Annual Report of the Board of State Chari-
ties of Massachusetts; 

Severally to the committee on Public Charitable Insti-
tutions. 

Reports of Committees. 
By Mr. H. A. Hill of Boston, from the committee on 

Finance, on an order, a Bill to provide for the payment in 
gold coin of the interest and principal of Massachusetts 
scrip or bonds. 

By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, from the committee on 
the Judiciary, on a bill taken from the files of last year, a 
Bill to change the time of holding the June term of the 



Superior Court for criminal business for the county of 
Middlesex. 

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Orders of the Day. 
The Bill in further addition to an Act relating to the orders of the 

Mystic-river Corporation was read, and ordered to a third ta> ' 
reading. 

The Bill in relation to the publication of rules to regu-
late the transportation of explosive compounds was read 
a third time, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence. 

At 2.34 adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , J a n . 24 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, petition of John G. B. Adams woman suf-

and 155 others, for woman suffrage. Referred to the com- frage' 
mittee on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Wentworth of Boston, petition of Adelaide E. A. E. Palmer. 
Palmer of Boston, for State aid. Referred to the commit-
tee on Claims. 

By Mr. Andrews of Danvers, petition of John M. Ken- Oyster fisheries, 
ney of Wareham, and others, for further legislation to pro-
tect the oyster fisheries. 

By Mr. Morton of Fairhaven, petition of T . Kirby and Acushnet River, 
others, for an act to regulate the taking of eels in Acush-
net River and its tributaries. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
By Mr Ingalls of Adams, remonstrance of Lemuel Rich Ten-hour law. 

and others,'against any change in the law regulating the 
hours of labor. Referred to the committee on Labor. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Blanchard of Boston, remonstrance of J . P . street-vendera. 

Plummer and 89 others; by Mr. Moseley of Boston, re-
monstrance of J . C. Tyler and Company and 107 others; 
by Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, remonstrances of Charles U. 
Cotting and others, and of Joseph T. Brown and others; 



t*~orcester-
county court-
house. 

Cape Cod Bhip 
Canal. 

by Mr. Bolles of Boston, remonstrance of Charles E. 
Temple and others, — severally against authorizing the 
city of Boston to grant permits to venders of certain arti-
cles to occupy the public streets. 

Divided shires. By Mr. Bartlett of Peabody, petition of Isaac B. Elliott 
and 62 others ; and by Mr. Emery of Lawrence, petition of 
the mayor of Lawrence,—severally for a law providing, 
that, in counties where the shire is divided, plaintiffs to 
suits may designate the court locality where the case shall 
be tried. 

By Mr. Goulding of Worcester, petition of the county 
commissioners of Worcester County, for authority to bor-
row money for the purpose of erecting an addition to the 
court-house at Worcester. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Daly of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Harbors consider 

whether or not it is expedient to construct the Cape Cod 
Ship Canal under the supervision and control of the Com-
monwealth. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Noyes of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Rules and Orders con-

sider the expediency of providing, by a joint rule or other-
wise, that no committee of the legislature shall retain any 
subject-matter pending before it, without reporting thereon, 
for a period exceeding ten legislative days, without the 
concurrent consent of the two branches. 

On motion of Mr. Daly of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee 011 the Judiciary inquire 

whether or not any legislation is necessary to enable a 
notary-public to take depositions within this Common-
wealth. 

On motion of Mr. Goulding of Worcester, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary inquire 

into the expediency of repealing or altering chapter 382 of 
the Acts of the year 1871, entitled " an Act in relation to 
betterments." 

Introduced on Leave. 
Paupers. By Mr. Hildreth of Lunenburg, a Bill to provide for the 

support of paupers. Read, referred to the committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions, and sent up for concurrence. 

Reports of 
committees. 

Notaries-public. 

Betterments. 



Resolution. 
• The following resolution, offered by Mr. Wood of Hud- sectional ani-

son, was read, referred to the committee on Federal Rela- "" 
tions, and sent up for concurrence: 

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts is op-
posed to the revival of any state or sectional animosity, as 
being opposed to the best interests of the people. 

Papers from the Senate. 
A Resolve providing for an amendment to the Constitu- Election dis-

tion to permit the division of towns into election districts, r" 3' 
agreed to by the Senate, was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The order authorizing the committee on Claims to em-
ploy a stenographer, laid over yesterday, was adopted in 
concurrence. 

Reports of Committees. 

Bv Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, from the committee on Elec- Eighth Suffolk i i • • p District. 
tions, leave to withdraw, on petition ot Dennis O'Connor, 
for a recount of votes for representative in the Eighth 
Suffolk District. 

By Mr. H. A. Hill of Boston, from the committee on Delinquent tax-
Taxation, inexpedient to legislate, on an order relating to 
rates of interest charged to delinquent tax-payers. 

Severally read, and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Bv Mr. Wade of Newton, from the committee on the Maiden, Med-• i T v ] 1 ford, and Mel-
Judiciary, on petitions or said towns, a Hill relating to the rose, 
water-loan sinking-funds in the towns of Maiden, Medford, 
and Melrose. 

By Mr. Warren of Boston, from the committee on ^;wa|tea°e
f the 

Water Supply and Drainage, on a communication from the Prison. 
Board of Health, a Bill concerning the sewage of the State 
Prison in the town of Concord. 

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Orders of the Day. 
The Bill to change the time of holding the June term orders of the 

of the Superior Court for criminal business for the county li'15' 
of Middlesex was read, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Bill in fur ther addition to an Act relating to the 
Mystic-river Corporation was read a third time, and passed 
to be engrossed, in concurrence. 



The Rill to provide for the payment in gold coin of the 
interest and principal of Massachusetts scrip or bonds was 
read a second time, and considered. Amendments were 
moved by Messrs. Baker of Beverly and Andrews of Dan-
vers, pending which the bill was laid on the table, on 
motion of the last-named gentleman, by a vote of 105 to 
100. 

Subsequently, the orders of the day having been dis-
posed of, the bill was taken from the table, on motion of 
Mr. Prescott of Boston, and, after debate, was re-committed 
to the committee on Finance, on motion of Mr. Bird of 
Walpole, by a vote of 98 to 96. 

At 3 o'clock adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , J a n . 25 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 

By Mr. Packard of Brockton, petition of S. L. Beal and 
321 others, for woman suffrage. Referred to the commit-
tee on Woman Suffrage. 

By Mr. Pike of Merrimac, petition of Bridget Murphy, 
for State aid ; also of Alexander Smart and others, in aid 
of the same. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 

By Mr. Bird of Walpole, petition of D. Smith Kimball, 
Essex District. f 0 r a recount of the votes for representatives in the Nine-

teenth Essex District. Referred to the committee on Elec-
tions. 

street-venders. By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, remonstrances of Shreve, 
Crump, and Low and others, and of Scripture and Parker 
and others; by Mr. Newton of Boston, remonstrances of 
Edward Perkins and others, and A. H. Colman and Com-
pany and others; by Mr. Byram of Boston, remonstrance of 
Colburn anil Carr and others, — severally against author-
izing the city of Boston to grant permits to venders of 
certain articles to occupy the public streets. 

Woman suf-
frage. 

Bridget 
Murphy. 



By Mr. Partridge of Medway, petition of the First Bap- First Baptist 
tist Society of Bellingham, for an act to legalize a title to linghiunT 
a certain parcel of land. 

By Mr. Cashing of Cambridge, petition of the justice Justice of Police 
of the Police Court of Cambridge for an increase of salary, bridge?1 Cam" 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Wood of Hudson,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Education inquire into 

the advisability of the State employing two or more suita-
ble persons to visit the high and grammar schools peri-
odically, for the purpose of giving instruction upon the 
subjects of temperance and health. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Brackett of Boston, — 
Ordered, that the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of legislation to provide greater safeguards 
against accidents caused.by the explosion of boilers upon 
steamboats used for the conveyance of passengers on the 
waters within the Commonwealth. 

Temperance 
and health. 

Boiler explo-
sions. 

Taken from the Table. 

On motion of Mr. Stone of Newburyport, the Annual Treasurer's 
Report of the Treasurer and Receiver-General, for the 1M*"t' 
year ending Dec. 31, 1877, was taken from the table, and 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

Papers from the Senate. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Labor Fire-es apes, 
consider the expediency of further legislation relating to 
fire-escapes on public buildings and manufacturing estab-
lishments, and inquire and report whether or not the best, 
safest, and most economical system of fire-escapes has been 
adopted, in compliance with the provisions of chapter 214 
of the Acts of the year 1877. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Prisons Removal of 
consider the expediency of further legislation, preparatory prisoners, 
to the removal of the prisoners from the State Prison at 
Charlestown to the new prison at Concord. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail- Boston and . Albany Kail-
roads consider whether any legislation is necessary to en- road, 
able the state directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad 



Lancaster 
Savings Bank. 

Thanks to Sena-
tors Dawes and 
Hoar. 

Company to obtain more detailed information in regard to 
the financial concerns of that company. 

Resolutions concerning the exhaustion of the shad fish-
eries in the Connecticut River, reported on that part of 
the Governor's address which relates to Inland Fisheries, 
and passed by the Senate, were read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for Monday. (See Senate Doc. No. 16.) 

The report of the committee on Banks and Banking, 
that no legislation is necessary on the Annual Report of 
the Receivers of the Lancaster Savings Bank, accepted by 
the Senate, was read, and placed in the orders of the day 
for Monday. 

The Resolution of thanks to Senators Dawes and Hoar, 
for their defence of the good name of Massachusetts 
against the attacks of Senator James G. Blaine, came down, 
with the indorsement that the Senate non-concurred in 
the reference to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Knowlton of Springfield moved that the House 
recede from its reference, which was adopted ; and, on fur-
ther motion of the same gentleman, the resolution was 
indefinitely postponed. 

General rail-
road laws. 

Henry E. 
Taintor. 

Connecticut-
river Bridge. 

Boston and 
Albany Rail-
road—• 
Boston — and 
the Common-
wealth. 

Reports of Committees. 

By Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, from the committee on Rail-
roads, on the report of the committee on Printing, relative 
to printing the General Railroad Laws, a Resolve relative 
to printing the General Railroad Laws. Read, and referred, 
under the rule, to the committee on Finance. 

By Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, from the committee on 
the Judiciary, on a petition, a Bill to confirm certain acts 
done by Henry E. Taintor of Hartford, in the State of 
Connecticut, as commissioner for Massachusetts. 

By Mr. C. II. Hill of Boston, from the same committee, 
on a petition, a Bill in addition to an act to establish a free 
bridge across the Connecticut River, between Springfield 
and West Springfield. 

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. Wade of Newton, from the committee on Public 

Lands, in compliance with an order, submitted copies of 
contracts between the Commonwealth, and the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company, and the city of Boston, and 
correspondence relating to the same. Read, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 



A Ruling by the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Read of Lowell, the following ruling, Question of 
read by the Chair, was ordered to be pr in ted: 

Mr. Read of Lowell has brought to the notice of the 
Chair a doubt felt by him, but not stated at the time, as 
to 'the action of the Chair yesterday, under the following 
circumstances: — 

Mr. Prescott of Boston moved to take from the table a 
bill. On the viva-voce vote the Chair declared it in the 
negative. A t substantially the same time Mr. Prescott 
and Mr. Read rose, each in his seat, — the former doubting 
the vote, with no verbal recognition from the Chair; the 
latter saying, " Mr. Speaker ; " the Chair replying, " Mr. 
Read of L o w e l l ; " and he then moving that the House 
adjourn. 

In this juncture, the Chair said the action of the House 
must be on the doubt of Mr. Prescott. Mr. Read now 
suggests, that, having been recognized by the Chair, his 
motion was the matter before the House, and should have 
been put. 

By our rules, " a motion to adjourn shall be always first 
in o rde r ; " but this means, of course, when it is in order 
at all, which is not always the case. For instance, during 
the taking of a vote, during a count or a roll-call, during 
the remarks of a member who does not yield the floor, 
such a motion is not in order, and, if injected, cannot be 
put. Nor would the Chair's recognition of a member so 
injecting the motion, alone entitle him to make it. On 
the contrary, it is always the practice of the Chair, in 
courtesy, when a member addresses it, even if in the 
midst of remarks by another member, to recognize the in-
terruption so far as to be informed, at least, what the pur-
pose of the interruption is, for it may be justifiable. If 
not justifiable, then the Chair cannot act upon it. 

This being the case, the next question is th is : Do a 
viva-voce vote, a doubt, and thereupon a count, all duly 
made, constitute one entire act ; so that, till it is completed, 
even a motion to adjourn cannot be injected into it, any 
more than into the remarks of a member holding the 
floor? 

I think that such is the case; and any other ruling is 
full of danger. 

In nothing is such exactness indispensable as in a cor-
rect return of votes. I t is a vital thing. So jealously is 
this guarded, that the Speaker's return of a viva-voce vote 



must yield to the doubt of a single member, the only re-
quisite being that he shall rise in his place for the purpose 
of suggesting the doubt. The rule does not even require 
him to put his doubt in any formal way, though probably 
in words. The maintenance of this right is all the more 
important, when it is remembered that such are the varia-
tions of voices, that no ear can distinguish a difference -of 
four or fiye, or ten or twenty, in a vote of two hundred; 
that the doubt is greatest when the vote is closest; and 
that the temptation on either side to prevent a verification 
against itself in the declaration of a viva-voce vote will 
always be greatest when the vote is so close that the 
Speaker's ear is least trustworthy. 

If, then, a rule be established by which a quick securing 
of the floor, and fixing the eye of the Speaker, should be 
allowed to prevent a true count when most needed, and 
when simultaneously another member, complying with the 
rule, rises to express his doubt, it would put the assembly, 
in the expression of its convictions, at the mercy of chance, 
instead of certainty. 

It is no answer to say, that, if an adjournment is per-
mitted, in such a case the count might, perhaps, proceed 
on re-assembling; for, even if this were rulable at all, still, 
on re-assembling, exactly the same members are never 
present; and the doubt could never be solved. 

Of course, the member who doubts a vote must do so 
within a reasonable time. If he neglects to doubt it till 
after some other member, clearly and completely securing 
the floor to himself, has proceeded to a new stage in busi-
ness by moving an adjournment, or making any other legiti-
mate motion, the doubter is then too late. 

A doubt is not a motion, nor debate, nor any thing, ex-
cept an integral part of the unity of a vote, and a part the 
most vital to fairness and accuracy. 

Had the House yesterday adjourned on the motion of 
the member from Lowell, it would have done so in igno-
rance and uncertainty as to whether the motion to lay on 
the table prevailed or not ; nor could this ever have been 
known, for to-day we are not the same members. And how 
untrustworthy, in the close viva-voce vote that was taken, 
the Speaker's ear was, is now apparent by the count, which 
afterwards showed, that, while his declaration was one 
way, the count was the other. Nor could the doubting 
member have enjoyed the privilege which our rule dis-
tinctly gives him, and which is so salutary 'a safeguard. 
Unless, therefore, you determine otherwise, when next the 



question arises, that when declaration is made on a viva-
voce vote, and thereupon two members rise at substantially 
the same time, each in his place, the intention of neither 
of whom is at iirst known to the Chair, and one of them, 
being recognized by the Chair, moves to adjourn, and the 
other, without formal recognition, yet conveys his doubt 
of the vote substantially at the same time, I shall deem it 
my duty to prefer the verification of the vote to the ques-
tion of adjournment; for then I shall aid in making true 
what otherwise might be incorrect. 

The courtesy of the member from Lowell, in suggesting 
his doubt of my ruling, gives me an opportunity to make 
a decision for future occasions, which I have taken the lib-
erty to improve. (See House Doc. No. 18.) 

Orders of the Bay. 

The report of committee on Elections, leave to with- o«JCTS °f 

draw on petition of Dennis O'Connor, for a recount of 
votes for representative in the Eighth Suffolk District, 
was accepted. 

Bills: 
Relating' to the water-loan sinking funds in the towns of 

Maiden, Medford, and Melrose ; and 
Concerning the sewage of the State Prison in the town 

of Concord; 
Were severally read, and ordered to a third reading. 
The Bill to change the time of holding the June term 

of the Superior Court for criminal business for the county 
of Middlesex, was read a third time, passed to be en-
grossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

The report of the committee on Taxation, inexpedient 
to legislate on an order relating to rates of interest charged 
to delinquent tax-payers, was considered. 

Mr. Chapin of Boston moved to amend, by substituting 
a " Bill to amend section 1 of chapter 225 of the Acts of 
the year 1873, relative to interest on unpaid taxes," pend-
ing which, on motion of Mr. Hyde of Boston, further con-
sideration of the report was postponed until Monday. 

The Resolve providing for an amendment to the Consti-
tion, to permit the division of towns into election districts, 
was read; and, on motion of Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, its 
further consideration was postponed until Tuesday. 

At 3.22 adjourned. 



MONDAY, J a n . 2 8 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Humphrey of Dover, petition of Mary A. Derby, 

for State aid. 
By Mr. Norton of Boston, petition of Charles P. Brooks, 

for compensation for work done and materials furnished in 
repairing the State House. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
By Mr. Hyde of Boston, petition of Jordan, Marsh, and 

Company, for legislation to prevent the taking of sand, 
gravel, or other substances from beaches in the town of 
Hull. Referred to the committee on Harbors. 

By Mr. Reed of Westford, petition of Mary N. Shum-
way and 40 others of Groton, for the re-enactment of 
the prohibitory law. Referred to the committee on the 
Liquor Law. 

By Mr. Kelly of Chicopee, petition of Silas Mosman 
and others, for an act of incorporation as proprietors of 
Maple Grove Cemeteiy. Referred to the committee on 
Mercantile Affairs. 

By Mr. Noyes of Boston, petition of Gyles Merrill and 
others, for legislation relative to the proper management of 
the ministerial fund of the North Parish in Haverhill. 

Third Congre- By Mr. Hutchinson of Chelsea, petition of Jacob Pratt 
fnCh"teea! l u r c h and others, members of the Third Congregational Church 

in Chelsea, for an act of incorporation. 
Severally referred to the committee on Parishes and 

Religious Societies. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 

street-venders. By Mr. Noyes of Boston, remonstrance of John F. Allen 
and others; by Mr. Stackpole of Boston, remonstrances of 
Silas Fairchild and 47 others, and of J . M. Hughes and 
others; by Mr. Moseley of Boston, remonstrance of Cha-
pín, Gurney, and Company, and others,—severally against 
authorizing the city of Boston to grant permits to venders 
of certain articles to occupy the public streets. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
George white. By Mr. Bird of Walpole, petition of George White, 

judge of probate lor the county of Norfolk, for compensa-

M. A. Derby. 

C. P. Brooks. 

Hull beaches. 

Liquor law. 

Maple Grove 
Cemetery. 

Ministerial 
fund, North 
Parish in 
Haverhill. 



tion for performing the duties of judge of probate of the 
county of Suffolk during the vacancy caused by the death 
of Judge Ames. Referred to the committee on Probate 
and Chancery. 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Noyes of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Harbors consider the cape c0a ship 

expediency of applying to Congress for aid in the con- CanaL 

struction of a ship canal across Cape Cod. 
On motion of the same gentleman, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Prisons inquire and re- East Cambridge 

port what, if any, contracts for the labor of convicts have comctton. 
been made by the officers of the House of Correction at 
East Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex, with whom, 
and on what terms ; and also whether any branch of man-
ufacture. is there carried on on behalf and at the expense 
of the county, and, if so, what, and whether at a loss or 
profit, or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Wales of Attleborough, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Taxation consider the Discount for 

expediency of reporting a Bill for the repeal of all laws taxe8' 
authorizing a discount for the prompt payment of taxes. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Hastings of Worcester, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Rules and Orders con- Twentieth joint 

sider and report on the expediency of amending the 20th ru e' 
joint Rule so as to provide that the limits of time for the 
introduction of the two classes of legislation therein re-
ferred to, shall be the eighth and the fifteenth days of 
February respectively. 

Papers from the Senate. 

A memorial of the Woman's Christian Temperance Liquor law. 
Union, in favor of the repeal of the license law and the 
enactment of a prohibitory law, was referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee on the Liquor Law. 

A Bill to regulate the practice of medicine and surgery Medicine and 
in the State of Massachusetts, introduced on leave in surse1'5'' 
the Senate, was read, and referred, in concurrence, to the 
committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

The Resolution concerning the revival of state or sec- sectional a c -
tional animosity came down, with the indorsement that the moslt>' 



Cille enacted. 

rocket-books. 

Twenty-third 
joint rule. 

Hanover and 
South Scituate. 

Accidents on 
railroads. 

Orders of the day. 

Senate non-concurrred in the reference to the committee 
011 Federal Relations. Mr. Thomas of Brookline moved 
that the House recede from the reference, which was 
adopted ; and, on further motion of the same gentleman, 
the resolution was indefinitely postponed. 

Bills Enacted. 
Engrossed bills : 
In relation to the publication of rules to regulate the 

transportation of explosive compounds (which originated 
in the Senate) ; and 

In addition to an act entitled " A n Act for the relief of 
the Eastern Railroad Company, and the securing of its 
debts and liabilities " (which originated in the House of 
Representatives) ; 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed, and sent to 
the Senate. 

Reports of Committees. 
By Mr. Putnam of Salem, from the committee on Print-

ing, "inexpedient to legislate on an order relative to print-
ing a list of committees in suitable memorandum form. 

By Mr. Osgood of Salem, from the committee on Rules 
and Orders, 011 the ruling of the Chair relative to printing 
documents for other purposes than for the use of the 
legislature, that the following order should be adopted, — 

Ordered, That joint Rule 23 be amended by adding, after 
the word " leg is la ture" in the fifteenth line, the words 
" and no printing for any other purpose than the use of 
the legislature, or either branch thereof, shall be author-
ized, except by bill or resolve." 

Severally read, and placed in. the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

By Mr. Studley of Rockland, from the committee on 
Towns, 011 a bill taken from the files, a Bill to change a 
part of the boundary-line between the towns of Hanover 
and South Scituate. 

By Mr. Osgood of Salem, from the committee on Rail-
roads, 011 an order, a Bill in relation to notice of accidents 
on railroads attended with loss of life to any person. 

Severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Orders of the Day. 
The report of the committee 011 Banks and Banking, no 

legislation necessary on the report of the receivers of the 
Lancaster Savings Bank, was accepted in concurrence. 



The report of the committee on Taxation, inexpedient 
to legislate on an order relating to rates of interest charged 
to delinquent tax-payers, was considered. The House re-
fused to amend the report by substituting the bill moved 
by Mr. Chapin of Boston, by a vote of 77 to 98 ; and the 
report was accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

The Resolutions concerning the exhaustion of the shad 
fisheries in the Connecticut River were passed in concur-
rence. 

Bills: 
To confirm certain acts done by Henry E. Taintor of 

Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, as commissioner for 
Massachusetts; and 

In addition to an act to establish a free bridge across 
the _ Connecticut River, between Springfield and West 
Springfield ; 

Were severally read, and ordered to a third reading. 
The Bill relating to the water-loan sinking-funds in the 

towns of Maiden, Medford, and Melrose was read a third 
time, amended on motion of Mr. Ellis of Melrose, passed 
to be engrossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

The Bill concerning the sewage of the State Prison in 
the town of Concord was read a third time, and, on motion 
of Mr. King of Boston, was laid on the table. 

At 3.22 adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , J a n . 29 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Kelley of Cambridge, petition of Maria F. Wal- woman 

ling and 88 others ; by Mr. Clark of Springfield, petition 8uffl'age 

of Samuel B. Spooner and 50 others ; by Mr. Bush of Gard-
ner, petition of E. Adelaide Caswell and 20 others ; by 
Mr. Peck of Arlington, petition of Sarah J . Newton and 
44 others; by Mr. Lincoln of West Brookfield, petition 
of W. B. Stone and 96 others ; by Mr. Beach of Spring-
field, petition of Eliphalet Trask and 131 others; by Mr. 
Knowlton of Springfield, petition of Eben W. Twing and 
50 others ; by Mr. Winn of Burlington, petition of J . A. 

li 



Bacon and 99 others; by Mr. Paige of Sonthbridge, peti-
tion of George M. Whittaker and 62 others; by Mr. 
Hathaway of Springfield, petition of Jefferson Church and 
67 others, — severally for woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
Leominster, By Mr. Colburn of Leominster, petition of the select-
Pittsrteid men of Leominster ; by Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petition of 
armory rent. t j i e s e i e c t m e n of Adams; by Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield, 

petition of the selectmen of Pittsfield,—severally for re-
imbursement for money paid for rent of armory. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
The legislature. By Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, petition of Perry Newhall 

and others of Lynn, for a constitutional amendment 
abolishing the Senate, limiting the House to a hundred 
members, and limiting the pay of senators and represen-
tatives. Referred to the committee on Constitutional 
Amendments. 

By the same gentleman, petition of the selectmen of 
Swampscott, for that town's proportion of the school-fund 
for 1875, withheld on account of errors in returns. Re-
ferred to the committee on Education. 

By Mr. Ingalls of Adams, petitions of E. I). Rice and 
others, and of C. H. Read and others,— severally for a law 
allowing the holder of real estate to deduct, for the purpose 
of taxation, the amount for which his real property is 
mortgaged. 

Severally referred to the committee on Taxation. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Murphy of Boston, remonstrance of Charles 

Proctor and others ; by Mr. Wilson of Boston, remon-
strance of Charles H. Wright and others; by Mr. Wads-
worth of Boston, remonstrance of John Sanderson and 
others,— severally against authorizing the city of Boston to 
grant permits to venders of certain articles to occupy the 
public streets. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Swampscott. 

Taxation of 
mortgages. 

Street-venders 

Orders. 

On motion of Mr. Dunham of Pittsfield,— 
Education in Ordered, That the committee on Education consider the 
branches. expediency of making such changes in the statute law, 

that more attention shall be given to the useful and sub-
stantial English branches, and less attention to the orna-



mental, to the end that the children may be better fitted 
to care for and support themselves when they become men 
and women. 

On motion of Mr. Wiswell of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Printing consider the Boston and AI-

expediency of printing extra copies of the contracts and BoZ>™ndthe~ 
correspondence relative to the Commonwealth's fiats at Commonwealth. 
South Boston, reported by the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Daly of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Public Charitable In- Home &r de-

stitutions consider the expediency of building a home for andean«™"8 

the disabled soldiers and sailors of this Commonwealth. 
Severally sent up for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr Wade of Newton, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Division of flats, 

the expediency of amending chapter 338 of the Acts of 
the year 1871, being " A n Act concerning the division of 
flats." 

On motion of the same gentleman, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Husbands, 

the expediency of amending chapter 205 of the Acts of m£orchildren, 
the year 1874, being " A n Act relating to the rights of 
husbands and wives, and for the protection of minor 
children." 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider insurance 

whether any further legislation is necessary to secure the bfoklrs™'1 

return of moneys collected by insurance agents and brokers 
to the persons or corporations entitled thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Brackett of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery witnesses to 

consider the expediency of providing that a person shall wiUe-
not be rendered incompetent as a subscribing witness to a 
will by reason of a devise or legacy therein to the hus-
band or wife of such person. 

The following order, offered by Mr. Warren of Boston, 
was, at the request of Mr. Robinson of Chelsea, laid over 
until to-morrow: 

Ordered, That there be printed, for the use of the legis- Board of Health 
lature, so much of the report of the State Board of Z1nIgTgca"d 

Health as refers to drainage, health, sewerage, and the pol-
lution of streams, including a draft of a bill which was 
referred to the committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 



Introduced on Leave. 
Machinery and By Mr. Wilder of Lowell, a Bill concerning the sale and 
fixtures. conveyance of machinery and fixtures. Read, and referred 

to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Bills Enacted. 
Engrossed bills: 

Bine enacted. Making appropriations for the maintenance of the gov-
ernment for the present year ; and 

Making appropriations for the compensation and travel 
of the members of the legislature, for the compensation of 
officers thereof, and for other purposes ; 

(Which severally originated in the House of Representa-
tives) ; and 

In further addition to an Act relating to the Mystic 
River Corporation (which originated in the Senate) ; 

Were severally passed to be enacted, signed, and sent 
to the Senate. 

Paper from the Senate. 
Municipal The petition of Sarah L. Russell and others, that women 
wome!1!101 who pay taxes on property may vote for town and city 

officers, was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on 
Woman Suffrage. 

Motion to Reconsider. 

Interest on Mr. Chapin of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 
unpaid taxes. y Q t e b y which the House yesterday accepted the report of 

the committee on Taxation, inexpedient to legislate, on an 
order relating to rates of interest charged to delinquent 
tax-payers. The motion was lost. 

Reports of Committees. 

Examination of By Mr. McPherson of Boston, from the committee on 
bankoS-s".88' Banks and Banking, inexpedient to legislate, on an order 

relative to the examination of titles by officers of savings 
banks. 

Depositors in By Mr. Hawks of Shelburne, from the same committee, 
savings banks. i n e x ' p e dient to legislate, on an order relative to the pro-

tection of depositors in savings banks. 
Severally read, and placed in the orders of the day for 

to-morrow. 



By Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, from the committee on the Expenditures 
Judiciary, asking to be discharged from further considera- by 8tateo,liocls-
tion of the order relative to limiting expenditures in State 
offices and institutions to the amount of appropriations, 
and recommending its reference to the committee on Ex-
penditures. Read, accepted under suspension of the rule, 
and the order sent up for concurrence in the reference. 

Mr. McGibbons of Lynn, from the committee appointed Election 
to present the thanks of the House to the Rev. James L. sermon' 
Hill of Lynn, for his able and eloquent sermon preached 
before the executive and legislative branches of the gov-
ernment on the 2d of January, and to request a copy for 
publication, reported that the committee had attended to 
the duty assigned them, and recommended the adoption 
of the following order : — 

Ordered, That the sermon preached by the Rev. James 
L. Hill on the 2d of January be printed for the use of 
the executive and legislative branches of the government. 

The report was accepted under suspension of the rule, 
and the order adopted. 

By Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, from the committee on ™j^ | 8
t a k i n g 

the Judiciary, that the Bill (on leave) relative to the 
unlawful taking of animals ought not to pass. Placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow, the question being on 
the rejection of the bill. 

Orders of the Day. 
Orders of the 

The Resolve providing for an amendment to the Consti- day. 
tution, to permit the division of towns into election dis-
tricts, was considered, and, after debate, was refused a 
third reading, by a vote of 88 to 106. 

The report of the committee on Rules and Orders, on 
the ruling of the Chair, relative to printing documents for 
other purposes than for the use of the legislature, was 
accepted, the order recommended by them was adopted, 
and sent up for concurrence. 

The report of the committee on Printing, inexpedient 
to legislate on an order relative to printing a list of com-
mittees in suitable memorandum form, was considered. 
Mr. Robinson of Chelsea moved to amend the report by 
substituting therefor the following order: 

Ordered, That the clerks of the two branches cause to 
be printed three hundred copies of the lists of committees 



in memorandum form similar to those furnished to the 
members of the last legislature. 

After debate, the yeas and nays being ordered, on 
request of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston, the amendment was 
rejected, by a vote of 80 yeas to a 131 nays, as follows: — 

Y E A S . 

Messrs. Andrews, Israel W. 
Anthony, Job Iv. 
Baker, George M. 
Bancroft, Alonzo. 
Barnes, Charles E. 
Barnes, Sidney. 
Barrett, George V. 
Bartholomew, Elisha I 
Belcher, George C. 
Bent, Myron AY. 
Brigham, George O. 
(Car berry, William H. 
Carroll, Lewis. 
Chapin, Nahum. 
Chase, Charles H. 
Clark, Leonard. 
Clough, Benjamin. 
Converse, Elisha S. 
Cooke, Hiram N. 
Cowdrey, George A. 
Cunningham, Thomas. 
Curtice, John W. 
Desmond, Cornelius. 
Dohertv, Daniel. 
Ellis, W. Irving. 
Gardner, Nelson. 
Gargan, Francis. 
Gilman, Freeman L. 
Hawkes, Nathan M. 
Hayden, George F. 
Ingalls, Charles H. 
Jackson, John. 
Keyes, Patrick. 
Leary, Frank D. 
Lovell, Andrew. 
Mahon, John. 
McGibbons, Samuel S. 
McGlynn, Patrick M. 
Mellen, James II. 
Moore, Phillips. 

Messrs. Moors, Albert. 
Moselej", Frederick P. 
Murphy, Patrick F. 
Norton, Eugene L. 
Osgood, Charles S. 
Phillips, Benjamin A. 
Powers, Hemy W. 
Prescott, Charles J . 
Price, George. 
Read, William A. 
Beed, William, jun. 
Bice, George W. 
Richards, James H. 
Bichardson, Jesper. 
Rinn, Michael. 
Robinson, William. 
Sanford, Baalis, jun. 
Sargent, Edmund P. 
Shea, John B. 
Shortle, Hemy. 
Stackpole, Stephen A. 
Studlej', Ezekiel R. 
Swift, Van Rensselaer. 
Thomas, Edward I. 
Thompson.Leonard,jun. 
Tilton, John W. 
Tucker, Payson IL 
Turner, John. 
Wade, Levi C. 
Wales, Abijah T. 
Warren, Alonzo. 
Washburn, John D. 
Webster, Edwin R. 
Wentvvorth, Samuel H. 
White, Daniel N. 
Whitehead, Joseph. 
Whitehouse, Sydney F. 
Wilder, Henry II. 
Wiswell, Joseph. 
Wright, John H. 



N A Y S . 

Messrs. Aldrich, Charles P. Me 
Allen, Charles II. 
Baker, John I. 
Beach, Theodore D. 
Beal, Melvin. 
Billings, Joseph. 
Bird, Francis W. 
Blanchard, William. 
Bliss, William B. 
Bolles, Matthew. 
Iionney, Hemy C. 
Brackett, John Q. A. 
Brooks, William A. 
Brown, Luther J . 
Bush, Charles W. 
Byram, Charles R. 
Carll, Francis. 
Chamberlain, Alvin B. 
Cobb, Philander. 
Coffin, Hiram B. 
Coffin, Samuel. 
Colburn, George F. 
Cook, William H. 
Cornell, John. 
Cummings, John W-
Curtis, Jason L. 
Curtis, Orson B. 
Cushing, Levi L., jun. 
Daly, Anthony C. 
Davis, Charles A. 
Davis, Robert L. 
Doane, Abiathar. 
Doane, Freeman. 
Dunham, Jarvis N. 
Eager, Edward K. 
Emery, Levi. 
Emory, James W. 
Everett, Noble W. 
Fairbank, John B. 
Field, Lucius. 
Field, Ralph A. 
Fish, Isaiah. 
Fisher, Charles. 
Flood, John T. 
Galligan, John H. 
Gilbert, Edwin. 
Glines, Jacob T. 
Greene, Thomas R. 

rs. Hale, Edwin B. 
Hardy, Noah L. 
Hart , John W. 
Haskell, Edward H. 
Hastings, Thomas J . 
Hathaway, Rawson. 
Hathaway, Thomas B. 
Hawks, Alanson K. 
Hildreth, James, 2d. 
Hill, Clement Ii . 
Hill, Hamilton A. 
Hooper, John H. 
Howe, Asa F. 
Howe, Simon H. 
Howe, William. 
Howes, Thomas P. 
Hutchinson, Eben. 
Jager, Charles V. 
Jennings, Andrew J . 
Johnson, Henry A. 
Kelley, Joseph J . 
Kelly, Jarvis P. 
Kimball, Ensign. 
King, William S. 
Knowlton, Marcus P. 
Leighton, Edwin F. 
Leonard, James F. 
Lewis, John A. 
Lovcll, Benjamin S. 
Lowther, George W. 
Mahony, James T. 
Manning, William. 
Marlor, John. 
Marsh, Edwin W. 
Marshall, George S. 
McPherson, Eben'r M. 
Merriam, Artemus. 
Merritt, Amos W. 
Morton, Elb'ge G., jun. 
Newton, John F. 
Nickerson, Richard E. 
Noble, Joseph G. 
Nugent, James H. 
O'Neil, Joseph H. 
Otis, John L. 
Paige, Calvin D. 
Paige, Lucius R. 
Parmeliter, J . Sumner. 



Messrs. Peck, William G. 
Peirce, .James P. 
Perry, Josiali. 
Pike, James D. 
Pillsbury, Albert E. 
Potter, Timothy D. 
Pynchon, William. 
Putnam, Henry W. 
Rand, Oliver J . 
Randall, David. 
Ranlett, Charles E. 
Ricker, John W. 
Russell, Solomon N. 
Sargent, Lucius M. 
Smith, Matthew. 
Soule, Rufus A. 
Spaulding, Pliny F. 

Messrs. Sprague Leander. 
Stone, Eben F. 
Stuart, William J . 
Taft, Zadok A. 
Thurston, Charles F. 
Underwood, Horace. 
Wadsworth, Alexander. 
Walton, Solon. 
Webster, Abel. 
Whitmore, Charles S. 
Wiggin, William II. 
Wilder, Sydney. 
Wilson, George A. 
Winn, John. 
Wonson, Charles H. 
Wood, Solon. 
Wyman, Oliver B. 

Spaulding, Timothy G. 
Yeas, 80 ; naj-s, 131. 

The report was then accepted, and sent up for concur-
rence. 

To change a part of the boundarj'-line between the 
towns of Hanover and South Scituate ; and 

In relation to notice of accidents on railroads, attended 
with loss of life to any person ; 

Were severally read, and ordered to a third reading. 

To confirm certain acts clone by Henry E. Taintor of 
Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, as commissioner for 
Massachusetts ; and 

In addition to an Act to establish a free bridge across 
the Connecticut River, between Springfield and West 
Springfield ; 

Were severally read a third time, passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up for concurrence. 

A t 3.27 adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , J a n . 3 0 . 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Bills : 

Bills : 



Petitions Presented. 
By Mr. Baitlett of Peabody, petition of Daniel Wait woman 

and 90 others; by Mr. Davis of Watertown, petition of 8U iage' 
E. W. Whitney and 54 others; by Mr. Brooks of Haver-
hill, petition of H. O. Kidder and 166 others; by Mr. 
McGibbons of Lynn, petition of W. S. Thurston and 105 
others; by Mr. Richards of Lynn, petition of Harriet C. 
Ireson and 101 others; by Mr. Jones of Lynn, petition of 
Henry B. Learned and 11 others; by Mr. Wadsworth of 
Boston, petition of Cyrus A. Bartol and 272 others; by 
Mr. Cowdrey of Stoneham, petition of Mary W. Davis 
and 152 others; by Mr. Brackett of Boston, petition of S. 
E. Parker and 22 others; by Mr. Baker of Lincoln, peti-
tion of Cyrus Maynard and 32 others, — severally for 
woman suffrage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Rice of Sutton, petition of the town of Mill- Military-

bury for re-imbursement for money paid for rent of armory. arm0ly rLU ' 
Referred to the committee on Claims. 

By Mr. Paige of Cambridge, petition of the trustees of Tufts College. 
Tufts College, for an amendment of the charter of said 
college. 

By Mr. Peirce of Lakeville. petition of Pierce Academy Picrce 
at Middleborough, for an amendment of its act of incor- AcaJemy-
poration. 

Severally referred to the committee on Education. 
By Mr. Bartlett of Peabody, petition of Mary J . Floyd Liquor iaw. 

and 629 others, for a repeal of the license law and the 
re-enactment of the prohibitory law. Referred to the com-
mittee on the Liquor Law. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 
By Mr. Thurston of Cambridge, petition of the city of £b

a™t
b™dge~ 

Cambridge, for an amendment of its charter. 
By Mr. Goulding of Worcester, petition of T. H. Rice support of ¡n-

and others, for such amendment of the laws as to relieve Bano crlmmals-
cities and towns from the support of persons committed 
to lunatic-asylums upon acquittal of homicide by reason of 
insanity. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Partridge of Medway, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Education consider the Town high 

expediency of amending the law obliging towns to estab- 00 
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Insurance 
policies. 

Mad dogs. 

Surrender by 
bail. 

State Board of 
Health. 

lisli and maintain a high school, so as to leave it optional 
with the towns to vote to have a high school or not. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker of Boston.— 
Ordered, That the committee on Insurance consider 

the expediency of providing by law that innocent mis-
statements in applications for insurance, which do not sub-
stantially affect the risk, shall not defeat or avoid the 
policies. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Kelly of Chicopee, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of reporting a Bill to better protect human 
life from rabid dogs. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury of Boston,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of so amending chapter 127 of the Acts of 
the year 1863, that the surety on the bond therein pro-
vided for may surrender his principal into court, or at the 
jail, as in other cases. 

The order offered yesterday by Mr. Warren of Boston, 
and laid over, relative to printing, for the use of the legis-
lature, a portion of the report of the State Board of 
Health, including a draft of a bill referred to the com-
mittee on Water Supply and Drainage, was adopted. 

Introduced on Leave. 

By Mr. Hastings of Worcester, a Bill relating to the ap-
pointment of a city physician in certain cities of the Com-
monwealth. Read, referred to the committee on Water 
Supply and Drainage, and sent up for concurrence. 

Motion to Reconsider. 

Mr. Brackett of Boston moved a reconsideration of the 
vote whereby the House yesterday refused to order to a 
third reading the Resolve providing for an amendment to 
the Constitution to permit the division of towns into elec-
tion districts. After debate, the motion was adopted, by 
a vote of 111 to 84. On motion of Mr. Ingalls of Adams, 
the resolve was laid upon the table, pending the recurring 
question on ordering it to a third reading. 



Ibid. 

Lowell-armory 
rent. 

Papers from the Senate. 
The following papers were referred in concurrence: 
Petition of the town of Wilbraham, for a division of wiibraham 

said town; 
Petitions of William V. Sessions and 169 others ; of ibid. 

John M. Merrick and 311 others; of Decius Beebe and 4 
others,—severally in aid of the petition of the town of 
Wilbraham; and 

Petition of Walter Hitchcock and others, that their 
estates may be placed in the north part of the town of 
Wilbraham, if said town shall be divided; 

Severally to the committee on Towns. 
Petition of the city of Lowell, for re-imbursement for 

money paid for rent of armory. To the committee on 
Claims. 

Petition of E. B. Lynch and 19 others, for biennial ses- Biennial 
sions of the General Court, and elections of State officers. elections. 
To the committee on Constitutional Amendments. 

A Bill to amend section 20 of chapter 372 of the Acts 
of the year 1874, relating to the formation of railroad cor-
porations, introduced on leave in the Senate, was read, and 
referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Railroads. 

A report of the committee on Claims, leave to withdraw, Amaziah Mayo, 
on the petition of Amaziah Mayo, for re-imbursement for 
the payment of damages resulting from obstructing the 
sidewalk while building the State Normal School Board-
ing-house at Westfield, accepted by the Senate, was read, 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Railroad 
corporations. 

Bill Enacted. 
An engrossed Bill in addition to an Act making appro- uni enacted, 

priations for the maintenance of the government during 
the present year (which originated in the House of Repre-
sentatives), was passed to be enacted, signed, and sent to 
the Senate. 

# Reports of Committees. 
By Mr. Wilcox of Sandisfield, from the committee on A. E. Palmer. 

Claims, leave to withdraw, on the petition of Adelaide E. 
Palmer, for State aid. 

By Mr. Swift of Bridgewater, from the same committee, M. A. Griffin, 
leave to withdraw, on the petition of Mary A. Griffin, for 
State aid. 

Severally read, and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 



n . Kirkiand. By Mr. Jennings of Fall River, from the committee on 
the Judiciary, on a petition, a Bill to confirm certain acts 
done by Harvey Kirkiand as a justice of the peace. Read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Gold payments. By Mr. II. A. Hill of Boston, from the committee on 
Finance, that the Bill (recommitted) to provide for the 
payment in gold coin of the interest and principal of Massa-
chusetts scrip or bonds ought to pass in the form originally 
reported. Placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, 
the question being on ordering the bill to a third reading. 

Taken from the Table. 
Sewage of the Q n n l o t ion of Mr. Warren of Boston, the Bill concern-
new fetate , _ . . . .. ~ , 
Prison. ing the sewage of the State Prison m the town ot Concord, 

was taken from the table, and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow, the question being 011 its engrossment. 

Orders of the Day. 
orders of the Reports of the committee on Banks and Banking, inex-

pedient to legislate: 
On an order relative to protection of depositors in sav-

ings banks; and 
On an order relative to the examination of titles by 

officers of savings banks ; 
Were severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 
The Bill (on leave) amending section 48 of chapter 161 

of the General Statutes, relating to the unlawful taking of 
animals, was rejected, as recommended by the committee 
011 the Judiciary. 

Bills: 
To change a part of the boundary-line between the 

towns of Hanover and South Scituate ; and 
In relation to notice of accidents 011 railroads, attended 

with loss of life to any person ; 
Were severally read a third time, passed to be engrossed, 

and sent up for concurrence. 
At 3.30 adjourned. * 

T H U R S D A Y , J a n . 3 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 



Petitions Presented. 
Bv Mr. Washburn of Worcester, petition of George Taxation of cor-J n . . , , . , j . - porate property. 

Tyler Bigelow and others, tor reliet from the present 
method of taxing corporate property situated in other 
States by the towns and cities of Massachusetts. Referred 
to the committee on Taxation. 

By Mr. Clough of Tisbury, petition of Samuel Butler Edgartown-
and others of Edgartown, for a division of said town. 
Referred to the committee on Towns. 

By Mr. Osgood of Salem, petition of Mary Ames At-
kins and 51 others; by Mr. Cook of Milford, petitions of 
Bernette H. Williams and 42 others, and of Harriet A. 
Felton and 50 others; by Mr. Davis of Upton, petition of 
Annie P. Adams and 206 others; by Mr. Pillsbury of 
Boston, petition of William Lloyd Garrison and 75 others; 
by Mr. Wright of Holyoke, petition of Alice Wild and 76 
others; by Mr. Wade of Newton, petition of S. R. Urbino 
and 131 others; by Mr. Sargent of Methuen, petition of 
Jones Frankle and 140 others, — severally for woman suf-
frage. 

Severally referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
By Mr. Knowlton of Springfield, petitions of J . H. Trustee process. 

Adams and others, and of E.Wright and others, — severally 
for a repeal or modification of the laws relating to the 
trustee process. 

By Mr. Hale of Cambridge, petition of the mayor of the Embezzlement 
city of Cambridge, for an amendment of section 42 of Jrs." 
chapter 161 of the General Statutes, relative to embezzle-
ment by public officers. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Orders. 
On motion of Mr. Hutchinson of Chelsea, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Taxation consider the Liens for taxes, 

expediency of amending section 33 of chapter 12 of the 
General Statutes, so as to authorize collectors of taxes to 
sell the liens on real estate at private sale for the amount 
of the taxes and costs due on the same. 

On motion of Mr. Hawkes of Lynn, — 
Ordered, That the clerks of the two Houses cause the 20th joint Rule. 

20th joint Rule to be published once a week in three daily 
newspapers of the city of Boston, also in one newspaper 
in each other city of the Commonwealth, until the first day 
of March. 

Severally sent up for concurrence. 



Real estate Bold 
under foreclos-
ure. 

On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Springfield,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of extending the provisions of chapter 1-37 
of the General Statutes, to cases of unlawful detention of 
real estate which has been sold under proceedings for 
foreclosure of a mortgage, or otherwise. 

Taxation and 
registration in 
Boston. 

Biennial 
sessions and 
elections. 

Railroad cross-
ings. 

Introduced on Leave. 
By Mr. C. H. Hill of Boston, a Bill in relation to taxa-

tion and the registration of voters in the city of Boston. 
Read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Papers from the Senate. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Consti-

tutional Amendments consider the expediency of amending 
the Constitution so as to provide for biennial sessions of the 
legislature ; also of amending the same so as to provide 
for biennial elections of Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
and the other State officers. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Railroads 
be instructed to consider and report what legislation, if any, 
is necessary relative to the alteration of the crossings of 
railroads and highways, or the appointment of special com-
missioners to award damages, and for other purposes con-
nected with such alterations. 

Mad dogs. 

Incorporations. 

Thanks to the 
State printers. 

Report of a Committee. 
By Mr. Goulding of Worcester, from the committee 011 

the Judiciary, asking to be discharged from further consid-
eration of the order relative to the protection of human 
lives from rabid dogs, and recommending its reference to 
the committee on Agriculture. Read, accepted under sus-
pension of the rule, and sent up for concurrence in the 
reference. 

Taken from the Table. 
On motion of Mr. Powers of South Abington, the list of 

incorporated associations for library, religious, charitable, 
educational, and other purposes, which have received 
certificates of incorporation from the Secretaiy's Depart-
ment, from 1872 to 1877 inclusive, was taken from the 
table, and placed 011 file. 

On motion of Mr. Emery of Lawrence, the thanks of the 
House were voted to Messrs. Rand, Avery, & Co., State 



printers, for the diagram of the House of Representatives, 
printed and presented bj" them for the use of the members ; 
and, on fur ther motion of Mr. Chapin of Boston, the chair-
man of the committe on Pr in t ing was appointed to convey 
the thanks of the House to the said gentlemen. 

Reports of the committee on Claims, leave to withdraw : orders of the 
On petition of Mary A. Griffin, for State aid ; and 
On petition of Adelaide E. Palmer, for State aid ; 
Were severally accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 
The report of the same committee, leave to withdraw, 

on petition of Amaziah Mayo, for re-imbursement for the 
payment of damages resulting from obstructing the side-
walk while building the State Normal School Boarding-
house at Westfield, was accepted in concurrence. 

The Bill to confirm certain acts done by Harvey Ivirk-
land as a justice of the peace was read, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The Bill concerning the sewage of the State Prison in the 
town of Concord was fu r the r considered, passed to be en-
grossed, and sent up for concurrence. 

The Bill to provide for the payment in gold coin of the 
interest and principal of Massachusetts scrip or bonds was 
fur ther considered. 

Mr. Baker of Beverly renewed the amendment previously 
offered by him, to insert af ter the word " b o n d s " in the 
second line the words " and all other debts and pecuniary 
obl igat ions ;" and on his request the yeas and nays were 
ordered on this amendment. And, the roll being called, 
the amendment was rejected by a vote of 20 yeas to 164 
nays, as follows : — 

Orders of the Day. 

Y E A S . 

Messrs. Andrews, Israel W. Messrs. Gilman, Freeman L. 
Baker, John I. 
Barrett, George V. 
Byram, Charles R. 
Car berry, William H. 
Chapin, Nahum. 
Cobb, Philander. 
Cooke, Hiram N. 
Desmond, Cornelius. 
Doherty, Daniel. 

Kelley, Joseph J . 
Mahony, James T. 
McGibbons, ¡Samuel S. 
McGlynn, Patrick M. 
Moore, Phillips. 
O'Neil, Joseph II. 
Richardson. Jesper. 
Shea, John B. 
Walton, Solon. 



N A Y S . 

Messrs. Aldrich, Charles P. Me: 
Allen, Charles H. 
Ames, James H. 
Anthony, Job K. 
Baker, George M. 
Bancroft, Alonzo. 
Barnes, Charles E. 
Barnes, Sidney. 
Bartholomew, Elisha P. 
B'artlett, James E. T. 
Beach, Theodore D. 
Beal, Melvin. 
Belcher, George C. 
Bent, Myron W. 
Billings, Joseph. 
Bird, Francis W. 
Blanchard, William. 
Bliss, William B. 
Bolles. Matthew. 
Bonney, Henry C. 
Brackett, John Q. A. 
Brooks, William A. 
Brown, Luther J . 
Burnett, Martin W. 
Bnsh, Charles W. 
Carll, Francis. 
Case, Charles A. 
Chamberlain, Alvin B. 
Chase, Charles H. 
Clark, Leonard. 
Clough, Benjamin. 
Coffin, Samuel. 
Colburn, George F. 
Cornell, John. 
Cowdrey, George A. 
Cummings, John W. 
Cunningham, Thomas. 
Curtice, John W. 
Curtis, Jason L. 
Curtis, Orsin B. 
Cnshing, Levi L., jun. 
Daly, Anthony C. 
Davis, Charles A. 
Doane, Abiathar. 
Doane, Freeman. 
Dunham, Jarvis N. 
Eager, Edward R. 
Ellis, W. Irving. 

Emery, Levi. 
Emory, James W. 
FiekL Ralph A. 
Fish, Isaiah. 
Flood, John T. 
French, Gardner. 
Galligan, John II. 
Gardner, Nelson. 
Gargan, Francis. 
Glines, Jacob T. 
Hale, Edwin B. 
Hart, John W. 
Haskell, Edward II. 
Hathaway, Rawson. 
Hathaway, Thomas B. 
Hawks, Alanson K. 
Hawkes, Nathan M. 
Hayden, George F. 
Iliklreth, James, i d . 
Hill, Clement H. 
Hill, Hamilton A. 
Hooper, John II. 
Howe, Asa F. 
Howe, Simon II. 
Howe, William. 
Howes, Thomas P. 
Hutchinson, Eben. 
Jager, Charles V. 
Jennings, Andrew J . 
Johnson, Henry A. 
Jones, Augustine. 
Keyes, Patrick. 
Kimball, Ensign. 
King, William S. 
Ivnowlton, Marcus P. 
Leary, Frank D. 
Lovell, Andrew. 
Lovell, Benjamin S. 
Lovell, John D. 
Lowther, George W. 
Macomber, Pardon. 
Manning, William. 
Marden, Frederic A. 
Marlor, John. 
Marsh, Edwin W. 
Marshall, George S. 
McPherson, Eben ' rM. 
Merriam, Artemus. 



Messrs. Merritt, Amos W. 
Moors, Albert. 
Morton, Elb'ge G., jun. 
Newton, John F. 
Nickerson, Richard E. 
Noble, Joseph G. 
Nugent, James II. 
Osgood, Charles S. 
Otis, John L. 
Paddock, Henry. 
Paige, Lucius R. 
Parmenter, J . Sumner. 
Peck, William G. 
Perry, Josiah. 
Pike, James D. 
Potter, Timothy D. 
Powers, Henry W. 
Prescott, Charles J . 
Price, George. 
Pynchon, William. 
Putnam, Henry W. 
Rand, Oliver J . 
Randall, David. 
Ranlett, Charles E. 
Read, William A. 
Reed, William, jun. 
Rice, George W. 
Richards, James I i . 
Ricker, John W. 
Rinn, Michael. 
Robinson, William. 
Russell, Solomon N. 
Sargent, Edmund P. 
Sargent, Lucius M. 

Messrs. Shortle, Henry. 
Smith, Matthew. 
Soule, Rufus A. 
Spaulding, Pliny F. 
Spaulding, Timothy G. 
Stiles, Henry S. 
Stone, Eben F. 
Stuart, William J . 
Studley, Ezekiel R. 
Thomas, Edward I. 
Thompson, Leon'd,jun. 
Tilton, John W. 
Tucker, Payson E. 
Turner, John. 
Underwood, Horace. 
Wade, Levi C. 
Wadsworth, Alexander. 
Wales, Abijah T. 
Webster, Abel. 
Webster, Edwin R. 
Wentworth, Samuel H. 
White, Daniel N. 
Whitehead, Joseph. 
Whiteliouse, Sydney F. 
Whitmore, Charles S. 
Wiggin, William H. 
Wilcox, Henry M. 
Wilder, Henry II. 
Wilder, Sydney. 
Winn, John. 
Wiswell, Joseph. 
Wonson, Charles H. 
Wood, Solon. 
Wright, John II. 

Yeas, 20; na3's, 164. 

On the request of Mr. Bird of Walpole, the yeas and 
nays were ordered on the main question ; and after extend-
ed debate, the roll being called, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading, by a vote of 157 yeas to 20 nays, as fol-
lows : — 

Messrs. Aldrich, Charles P. 
Allen, Charles H. 
Ames, James H. 
Anthony, Job K. 
Baker, George M. 
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Messrs. Baker, John I. 
Bancroft, Alonzo. 
Barnes, Charles E. 
Barnes, Sidney. 
Barrett, George V. 



Messrs. Bartholomew, Elisha P. 
Bartlett, James E. T. 
Beach, Theodore D. 
Beal, Melvin. 
Bent, Mj-ron W. 
Billings, Joseph. 
Bird, Francis W. 
Blanchard, William. 
Bliss, William B. 
Bolles, Matthew. 
Bonne}7, I-Ienry C. 
Brackett, John Q. A. 
Brooks, William A. 
Brown, Luther J . 
Bush, Charles W. 
Byram, Charles R. 
Carll, Francis. 
Case. Charles A. 
Chamberlain, Alvin B. 
Chase, Charles H. 
Clark, Leonard. 
Clough, Benjamin. 
Coftin, Samuel. 
Col burn, George F. 
Cooke, Hiram N. 
Cornell, John. 
Cowclrey, George A. 
Cunningham, Thomas. 
Curtice, John W. 
Curtis, Jason L. 
Curtis, Orson B. 
Gushing, Levi L., jun. 
Daly. Anthony C. 
Davis, Charles A. 
Doane, Abiathar. 
Doane, Freeman. 
Dunham, Jarvis N. 
Eager, Edward R. 
Ellis, W. Irving. 
Emery, Levi. 
Emory, James W. 
Fairbank, John B. 
Field, Ralph A. 
Fish, Isaiah. 
Flood, John T. 
French, Gardner. 
Galligan, John II. 
Gardner, Nelson. 
Gilman, Freeman L. 
Glines, Jacob T. 

ssrs. Hale, Edwin B. 
Hart, John W. 
Hathaway, Rawson. 
Hathaway, Thomas B. 
Hawks, Alanson Iv. 
Hawkes, Nathan M. 
Hayden, George F. 
Hill, Clement H. 
Hill, Hamilton A. 
Hooper, John II. 
Howe, Asa F. 
Howe, Simon II. 
Howe, William. 
Howes, Thomas P. 
Hutchinson, Eben. 
Jennings, Andrew J . 
Johnson, Henry A. 
Jones. Augustine. 
Ivelley, Joseph J . 
Kimball, Ensign. 
King, William S. 
Knowlton, Marcus P. 
Leary, Frank D. 
Lovell, Andrew. 
Lovell, Benjamin S. 
Lovell, John D. 
Lowther, George W. 
Manning, William. 
Marden, Frederic A. 
Marlor, John. 
Marsh. Edwin W. 
Marshall, George S. 
McPherson. Eben'r M. 
Merriam, Artemus. 
Merritt, Amos W. 
Morton, Elb'ge G.. jun. 
Newton, John F. 
Nickerson, Richard E. 
Noble, Joseph G. 
Osgood, Charles S. 
Otis, John L. 
Paddock, Henry. 
Paige, Lucius R. 
Pannenter, J . Sumner. 
Peck, William G. 
Pike, James D. 
Potter, Timothy D. 
Powers, Henry W. 
Prescott, Charles J . 
Price, George. 



Messrs. Pynchon, William. 
Putnam, Henry W. 
Rand, Oliver j . 
Randall, David. 
Ranlett, Charles E. 
Read, William A. 
Reed, William. 
Reed, William, jun. 
Rice, George W. 
Richards, James H. 
Ricker, John W. 
Rinn, Michael. 
Robinson, William. 
Russell, Solomon N. 
Sargent, Edmund P. 
Sargent, Lucius M. 
Shortle, Henry. 
Smith, Matthew. 
Sonle, Rufns A. 
Spaulding, Pliny F. 
Stiles, Henry S. 
Stone, Eben F. 
Stuart William J . 
Studlev, Ezekiel R. 

Messrs. Thomas, Edward I. 
Thompson, Leon'd, jun 
Tilton, John W. 
Tucker, Payson E. 
Turner, John. 
Underwood, Horace. 
Wade, Levi C. 
Wadsworth, Alexander 
Wales, Abijah T. 
Walton, Solon. 
Webster, Abel. 
Webster, Edwin R. 
Wentworth, Samuel II. 
White, Daniel N. 
Whitehead, Joseph. 
Whitehouse, Sydney F. 
Whitmore, Charles S. 
Wiggin, William H. 
Wilder, Henry H. 
Wilder, Sydney. 
Winn, John. 
Wiswell, Joseph. 
Wonson, Charles H. 

N A T S . 

Messrs. Carberry, William II. 
Chapin, Nahum. 
Cobb, Philander. 
Desmond, Cornelius. 
Doherty, Daniel. 
Gargan, Francis. 
Jackson, John. 
Keyes, Patrick. 
Mahony, James T. 
McGibbons, Samuel S. 

Messrs. McGlynn, Patrick M. 
Moore, Phillips. 
Nugent, James H. 
O'Neil, Joseph H. 
Perry, Josiah. 
Richardson, Jesper. 
Shea, John B. 
Spaulding, Timothy G. 
Wood, Solon. 
Wright, John H. 

Yeas, 157 ; nays, 20. 

At 4.30 the House adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , F e b . 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 
A communication, was received from the Secretary of 
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