
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bill con-
cerning shell-fisheries on the shores of Thompson's Island 
was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to provide for the printing of certain 
extra copies of the Savings Bank Commissioners' Report 
was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The report on the petition of Maria J . Knight was laid 
on the table. 

The report on the order in relation to amending the Act 
of 1873 so as to relieve delinquent tax-payers from the 
payment of excessive interest on taxes was accepted in 
concurrence. 

stateConjtabu- The communication from the Auditor, with statement 
Detective Force. of expenses of the State Constabulary and the State De-

tective Force, was taken from the table, and referred to 
the joint special committee on the State Detective Force. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Adjourned. 

Thompson's 
Island. 

Savings Bank 
Commissioners' 
report. 

Maria J . 
Knight. 

Interest on 
taxes. 

Lowell. 

Income. 

Telegraph 
Companies. 

Hannah G. 
Jackson et als. 

FKIDAY, F e b r u a r y 1, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Coffin, on leave, introduced a bill for the protection 

of the public against unsafe and dangerous buildings in 
the city of Lowell; and the same was read, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The same senator, on leave, introduced a bill relative 
to taxing income ; and the same was read, and referred to 
the joint special committee on Taxation. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Coffin, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the 
bill to extend an Act concerning manufacturing and other 
corporations to telegraph companies, reported that the 
same ought not to pass; and it was placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow, on the question of rejection. 

Mr. Hill presented a petition of Mrs. Hannah G. Jack-
son and others, that women who own property, and pay 



taxes thereon, may be allowed to vote in county and 
municipal elections. 

Referred to the joint special committee on Woman 
Suffrage. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

• Papers from the House. 
Bills, Bills. 
To change a part of the boundary-line between the 

towns of Hanover and South Scituate (in a new draf t ) ; 
In relation to notice in case of accidents on railroads 

attended with loss of life to any person (on an order in 
relation to the subject), were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Reports of the committee on Banks and Banking, that savings banks, 
it is inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to the 
further protection of depositors in savings banks; and 

On the order relative to providing that no officer of ibid, 
savings banks shall be of the board of investment, or 
employed in the examination of the title to property pro-
posed as security for loans, were severally read, and placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint special committee Sale oMiens on 
on Taxation consider the expediency of amending section amountof taxes. 
33 of chapter 12 of the General Statutes, so as to authorize 
collectors of taxes to sell the liens on real estate, at private 
sale, for the amount of the taxes and costs due on the same. 

Also that the committee on Agriculture consider the Protection from 
expediency of reporting a bill to better protect human life °g9' 
from rabid dogs. 

Also that the Clerks of the two Houses cause the 2Gth 20th joint rule, 
joint rule to be published once a week in three daily 
newspapers in the city of Boston; also in one newspaper 
in each other city of the Commonwealth, until the first 
day of March. 

A petition of George Tyler Bigelow and others, for George Tyi<* 
relief from the present method of taxing corporate B ls c l o w a a s -
property in other States, by the towns and cities of the 
Commonwealth, was referred to the joint special com-
mittee on Taxation. 

A petition of Samuel Butler_ and others, for a division Samuel Butler 
of the town of Edgartown, was referred to the committee 
on Towns. 



Woman 
suffrage. 

Bills. 

List of com-
mittees. 

Thompson's 
Island. 

Fire-insurance 
companies. 

Adjournment. 

Petitions of 
Bernette H. Williams and others, 
Jones Frankle and others, 
S. R. Urbino and others, 
Alice Wild and others, 
William Lloyd Garrison and others, 
Annie P. Adams and others, 
Harriet A. Felton and others, and 
Mary Ames Atkins and others, severally, that the right 

of suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to 
the joint special committee on that subject. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To provide moneys for the law-library of Franklin 

County; 
Relating to the tender and offer of judgment in land-

damage and lien cases; 
To change the time of holding the June term of the 

Superior Court for criminal business for the county of 
Middlesex, were severally read a second time, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

A report of the committee on Printing, on the order 
relative to printing a list of committees in memorandum 
form, was passed over. 

The Senate bill concerning shell-fisheries on the shores 
of Thompson's Island was read a third time, and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill in relation to certain fire-insurance companies 

of other States was read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, — 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns it be to meet 

on Monday at 2 o'clock, p. M. 
Adjourned. 

M O N D A Y , February 4 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 

To exempt land On motion of Mr. Lvnde, — 
of certain insti- n l 7 m i 1 • rn 
tutionsfrom Ordered, t h a t the committee on laxat ion consider the 

expediency of limiting the acreage that religious, educa-



Commissioners. 

tional, and charitable institutions may hold exempt from 
taxation. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

A communication was received from the Railroad Com- Railroad 

missioners, transmitting their ninth annual report ; and 
the same was referred to the committee on Railroads. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop, — 
Ordered, That the joint special committee on Taxation committee 

be authorized to employ a stenographic or other reporter, on taxatlon-
in such matters as they may deem expedient. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Hill, — 
Ordered, That the evidence taken before the committee Amaziah Mayo, 

on Claims, in the matter of the petition of Amaziah Mayo 
and another, now in hearing, be printed for the use of the 
Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. White of Plymouth, — 
Ordered, That the special committee on the Returns of F. W. ciapp. 

Votes for Senators, be authorized to send for persons and 
papers in the matter of the petition of F. W. Clapp, for a 
recount of votes in the Fourth Middlesex Senatorial 
District. 

Mr. Merriam, on leave, introduced a bill relating to Bonds in actions 
bonds in actions of replevin; and the same was read, and of !'eplevm' 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ropes presented a petition of William I. Bowditch wi i i iam I . B O W -
± r - - - ditch, et als. and others, that widows may be authorized to act as 

executors of their husbands' wills, in certain cases. 
Referred to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill concerning the sewage of the State Prison ii state Prison at 

the town of Concord (on the communication of the State ' "nc°' 
Board of Health in relation thereto), was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Reports of the committee on Claims, granting leave to MARY A. GRIFFIN 

withdraw, on the petitions of p"tocr.t'li" e 

Mary A. Griffin, and 
Adelaide E. Palmer, were severally read, and placed in 

the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
10 



A Resolve in favor of the Old South Association in 
Boston ; and 

Petitions of 
Hon. A. C. Mayhew and others ; and 
President J . H. Seelye and others, severally in aid of 

the preservation of the Old South Meeting-house, came up 
referred to the committee on Federal Relations; and the 
Senate non-concurred in the reference, and referred the 
same to the committee on Expenditures. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the joint special com-
mittee on Taxation consider the expediency of so amend-
ing the statutes relating to the assessment and collection 
of taxes upon real estate, as to provide for an apportion-
ment of the same in case of a division or severance of title 
before or after assessment. 

Also, that the committee on Education consider the 
expediency of providing, by legislation, for ascertaining 
the details, expense, and result of the teaching of indus-
trial branches in schools in other countries, with a view to 
their introduction into the schools of this State. 

David Puisifer. A petition of David Pulsifer for compensation for edit-
ing and transcribing certain ancient records, was referred 
to the committee on Claims. 

HenryR.Smith , A petition of Henry R. Smith and others, for the 
ctals- passage of a law authorizing the appointment of State 

supervisors of education, was referred to the committee on 
Education. 

Severally in concurrence. 
woman Petitions of 
suffrage. [ [. Merrick and others ; 

William Durant and others ; 
O. N. Wing and others ; 
Thomas Z. Glass and others; and 
W. F. Temple and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to the 
joint special committee on that subject. 

Severally in concurrence. 
BiUs, The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 

To change a part of the boundary line between the 
towns of Hanover and South Scituate ; 

In relation to notice of accidents on railroads attended 
with loss of life to any person, were severally read a 
second time and ordered to a third reading. 

Ol.l ?outh 
Meeting-house. 

Taxes on real 
estate. 

-''.•hoots. 



The bill to extend an Act concerning manufacturing Manufacturing 
and other corporations to telegraph companies was, in and °ther cor-

-i . , , n o , 1 -t, ' porations. 
accordance with the report of the committee thereon, 
rejected. 

The Senate bill to provide moneys for the law library of Franklin County 
Franklin County was read a third time, and passed to be law library' 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill in relation to certain fire insurance com- Fire-insurance 
panies of other states was read a third time, and passed to Sfsutes^ 
be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to change the time of holding the June Superior Court 
term of the superior court for criminal business for the bû neTs"n1 

county of Middlesex was read a third time and passed to Middlesex, 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill relating to the tender and offer of judgment in Land-damage 
land-damage and lien cases was read a third time, and laid ca9es' 
on the table. 

The House reports, Reports_ 
Un the order relative to the fur ther protection of de-

positors in savings banks ; 
On the order relative to the examination of titles by 

officers of savings banks; and 
On the order relative to printing certain copies of the 

list of committees in memorandum form, were severally 
accepted in concurrence. 

Mr. Gregory, f r om the committee on the Library, on the Library, 
annual report of the Librarian of the State Library, re-
ported that no legislation is required thereon; and the 
report was read, and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , February 5, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Lynde, on leave, introduced a bill to prevent the Domestic 

spread of contagious and infectious diseases among do- animals' 



mestic animals ; and the same was read, and referred to the 
committee on Agriculture. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Boston and Mr. Coffin, on leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
cor W porauo^ o a d widening of the freight bridge of the Boston and Lowell 

Corporation across Charles River; and the same was read, 
and referred to the committee on Harbors. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Poor debtors. Mr. Knowlton, on leave, introduced a bill to amend 

chapter 124 of the General Statutes in relation to poor 
debtors. 

special justices Also a bill to regulate the salaries of special justices of 
courts.

 c district courts; and these bills were severally read, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Passage of lo- Mr. Gilbert, from the committee on Railroads, on the 
raiTroad68 °ver order in relation to prohibiting the running of two loco-
bridges. motives in close connection with each other, on steam rail-

roads, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon; 
and the report was read, and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mrs. W . Cains Mr. Gogin presented a petition of Mrs. W. Cains and 
etal8i others, property owners of South Boston, that the right to 

vote in municipal elections may be granted to all widows 
and women holding property in their own right. 

Referred to the joint special committee on Woman 
Suffrage. 

CHARLES E. Mr. Knowlton of Bristol presented a petition of Charles 
A l l e n e t a i s . E. Allen and others, that the Schouler Guards maybe 

authorized to form a new company, 
iwd. Also a petition of George B. Richmond and others, in 

aid of the same. 
Referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
Contracts for A communication from the Land Commissioners, trans-
Boston Harbor, mitting, for the use of the Legislature, copies of contracts 

between the Commonwealth, the Boston and Albany Rail-
road and the city of Boston, and of the correspondence 
relating to the same, was referred in concurrence to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

Board of Educa- The forty-first annual report of the Board of Education 
was referred to the committee on Education, in concurrence. 



Interest of 
Massachusetts 
scrip. 

Harvey Kirk-
land. 

D. J . Dunn 
et als. 

Employment 
of women and 
children. 

The annual report of Inspector of Gas and Gas Meters inspector 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Mercan-
tile Affairs. 

A bill to provide for the payment in gold coin of the 
interest and principal of Massachusetts scrip or bonds was 
read, and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

A bill to confirm certain acts done by Harvey Kirkland 
as a justice of the peace was read, and referred to the com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A petition of D. J . Dunn and others, for legislation to 
prohibit the leasing of convict-labor to individuals or cor-
porations ; and 

A remonstrance of John J . O'Connor and others, against 
a repeal of the law relating to the employment of women 
and children in manufacturing establishments, were re-
ferred to the committee on Labor. 

A petition of Nathaniel Burnham and others, for an Act Nathaniel 
, I X X I J . 1 - I? I • T • T I ) * N , Burnham et als. 
to regulate the taking ot eels m Ipswich River, was reterred 
to the committee on the Fisheries. 

A petition of J . F. Blackinton and others, for a law J .F . Biacvinton 
providing for the appointment of county superintendents e ta ls ' 
of public schools, was referred to the committee on Educa-
tion. 

A petition of the mayor of Boston, for an Act extending Boston, 
the powers of the collector of taxes of the city of Boston, 
was referred to the joint special committee on Taxation. 

A communication from the Insurance Commissioner, insurance, 
relating to legislation upon the subject of insurance, was 
referred to the committee on Insurance. 

Petitions of 
Abba W. Winslow and others ; 
J . S. Parmenter and others; and 
Augustus Jones and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to the 
committee on Woman Suffrage. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bill con-

cerning the sewage of the State Prison in the town of 
Concord was read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The House bills, 
To change a part of the boundary line between the 

towns of Hanover and South Scituate ; and 

Woman suf-
frage. 

State Prison at 
Concord. 

BÌUB. 



In relation to notice of accidents on railroads attended 
with loss of life to any person, were severally read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Reports. The House reports on the petitions of 
Mary A. Griffin ; and 
Adelaide E. Palmer, were severally accepted in concur-

rence. 
state Library. The Senate report on the report of the Librarian of 

the State Library was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Adjourned. 

Commissioners 
on taxation of 
1875. 

Remonetization 
of silver. 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 6 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Davol, from the committee on Printing, on the 

order in relation to the subject, reported a Resolve relative 
to printing additional copies of the report of the Commis-
sioners on Taxation of the year 1875; and the same was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Federal Relations, 
on the resolutions concerning the remonetization of silver; 
and 

On the resolutions relating to the " Bland Silver Bi l l" 
before Congress, reported the same in a new draft, under 
the title of 

" Resolutions concerning the remonetization of silver; " 
and these resolutions were severally read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re-
ported the bill to provide for the payment in gold coin of 
the interest and principal of Massachusetts scrip or bonds, 
without amendment; and the same was ordered to a 
second reading. 

Payments for Mr. Ewing, on leave, introduced a bill relating to pay-
bunai purposes. m e n t s f o r burial purposes from the estates of deceased 

persons; and the same was read, and referred to the com-
mittee on Probate and Chancery. 

Massachusetts 
scrip. 



Mr. Adams, on leave, introduced a bill relating to appli- Ma»sâ hn8etts 
cations for damages for land taken for the location of the road." 
Massachusetts Central Railroad; and the same was read, 
and referred to the committee on Railroads. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, on leave, introduced a bill to Plymouth ai* 

abolish the Third District Court of Plymouth, and enlarge "' cu 

the jurisdiction of the Second District Court of Plymouth ; 
and the same was read, and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. Swett presented a petition of Haydn Brown and Haydn Brown 
others, for the repeal of the law regulating the taking of 
smelts in the Merrimack River; also for amendment of the 
law regulating the taking of shad in said river. 

The same Senator also presented a petition of Joseph K. ibid. 
James and others in aid of the same. 

Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
A report of the committee on Railroads, that it is inex- Railroadcorpo-

pedient to legislate on the order relative to repealing the ratlonB-
laws authorizing towns and cities to subscribe for the 
stock of railroad corporations ; and 

A report of the same committee, granting leave to with- F . Hoffman 
draw, on the petition of F. Hoffman and others, were e ta ls ' 
severally read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

A bill to repeal chapter 70 of the Acts of the'year 1875, vagrants, 
concerning vagrants, was read, and referred to the commit-
tee on Public Charitable Institutions. 

A bill to amend chapter 385 of the Acts of 1874, estab- Reformatory 
, . , . [ . , . { • i "i prison for tvvom-

lishing a reformatory prison tor women, was read, anci en. 
referred to the committee on Prisons. 

A bill to regulate the method of voting in mutual fire- Fire-insurance 

insurance companies was read, and referred to the commit- c o m P a m e t -
tee on Insurance. 

Severally in concurrence. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Insur- Mutual-insur-
ance consider the expediency of authorizing mutual-insur- anoc c o m P a n i t , K 

ance companies, with guarantee capital, to issue policies 
on the all-cash or joint-stock plan. 



Common-
wealth's llats. 
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Walter Shanly. 

F. S. Rice 
et als. 
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Jordan, Marsh, 
& Co. 

George Knight 
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F. B. Mower 
et als. 
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Boston and 
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property. 

William M. 
Child et ais. 

Also, that the committee on Public Lands consider the 
expediency of resuming possession of the lands of the 
Commonwealth in Boston Harbor, which were purchased 
of the Commonwealth by the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Company in the year 1869, the said company having failed 
to comply with the agreement dated December 8, 1869, to 
make certain improvements upon said lands. 

Also, what legislation, if any, is necessary to secure the 
speedy fulfilment of said agreement, to protect the Com-
monwealth. 

A petition of Walter Shanly, for allowance to him of a 
sum sufficient to meet his actual loss in the construction 
of the Hoosac Tunnel ; and 

A petition of F. S. Rice and others, that the town of 
Florida may be re-imbursed for the support of paupers 
made residents by being employed on the Hoosac Tunnel; 
and 

A petition of the selectmen of Concord, for reimburse-
ment of money paid as armory rent, were severally referred 
to the committee on Claims. 

A remonstrance of Edward G. Knight and others, 
against the petition of Jordan, Marsh, & Co., was referred 
to the committee on Harbors. 

A petition of George Knight and others, for the prohibi-
tion of trawl-fishing in Massachusetts Bay, was referred to 
the committee on the Fisheries. 

A petition of F. B. Mower and others, for the passage of 
a law prohibiting the leasing of convict-labor, was referred 
to the joint special committee on Labor. 

A petition of the trustees of the State Industrial School 
for Girls, for an appropriation to rebuild the houses burned 
during the last year, was referred to the committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions. 

A petition of Fowler T. Moore and others, in aid of that 
of the Boston & Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, was 
referred to the committee on Railroads. 

A petition of H. L. Goddard and others, for a change in 
the laws relating to the taxation of mortgaged property, 
was referred to the joint special committee on Taxation. 

A petition of William M. Child and others, for a law 
prohibiting the manufacture of goods in reformatory and 
criminal institutions on state account, was referred to the 
committee on Manufactures. 



A petition of the Mayor of Taunton, for amendment of Taunton, 
the Act of 1875, for supplying said city with water ; and 

A petition of C. R. Ford and others, for an Act to supply c. r. Ford 
the town of Brockton with pure water, were severally re- e tal8 ' 
ferred to the committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up ; and the report on °"s

d 

the order relative to the running of locomotives imme-
diately following each other over steam-railroad bridges, 
was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill concerning the sewage of the State Prison in state Prison, 

the town of Concord was passed over. 
Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , February 7, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Sherman, from the committee on Parishes and Re- vine-street 

ligious Societies, on the petition of the Vine-street Con- soeSy?allona 

gregational Society of Boston, reported 
A bill to change the name of said society; and the same 

was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. Ewing, on leave, introduced a bill to amend the act Hoiyoke. 

to supply the city of Hoiyoke with pure water ; and the 
same was read, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. White of Plymouth, on leave, introduced a bill to Executors, 
amend chapters 93, 94, 100, and 109 of the General Stat- t^teesfand"8' 
utes, relating to bonds of executors, adminstrators, trus- a«31'»111"18-
tees, and guardians; and the same was read, and referred 
to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting Massachusetts 
the annual report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts conege.tuiaI 

Agricultural College ; and the same was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Winn, on leave, under a suspension of the 22d joint Troy and Green-
rule, introduced a bill to confirm the location of the Troy fleld {alhoa • 
and Greenfield Railroad, and for other purposes ; and the 
same was sent to the House for concurrence in the suspen-
sion of the rule. 
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cial court for tlie 
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Nantucket and 
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Mr. Ivnowlton of Bristol, on leave, introduced a bill in 
relation to the terms of the supreme judicial court for 
the counties of Nantucket and Dukes county ; and the 
same was read, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Swett, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, 
on the petition of the mayor of the city of Chelsea, re-
ported a bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea 
Bridge; and the same was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Lynde, from the committee on Agriculture, reported 
the bill to prevent-the spread of contagious and infectious 
diseases among domestic animals; and the same was or-
dered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gilbert, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Railroads consider 

whether any further legislation is necessary in regard to 
the establishment of railroad corporations. 

On motion of Mr. Ivnowlton of Bristol,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Fisheries consider 

the expediency of so far modifying the existing laws in 
relation to seining in Buzzard's Bay, and wafers connected 
with the same, as will permit the catching of menhaden. 

On motion of Mr. Merriam, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Railroads consider the 

expediency of amending section 20 of the general railroad 
law, with reference to the gauge of railroads. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Gardner, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of amending the laws relating to hawkers 
and peddlers. 

On motion of the same Senator, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of amending the laws relating to' the juris-
diction of trial justices in criminal cases. 

Mr. Holmes, on leave, introduced a bill to amend an act 
entitled an act relating to the employment of children and 
regulations respecting them; and the same was read, and 
referred to the committee on Education. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 



Mr. Day presented a remonstrance of the Boston Section Hours of labor 
n • i • • t i • • i' j.1 \ f o r women. 

Socialistic Labor Party against any extension ot the hours 
of labor for women in factories. 

Referred to the joint special committee on Labor. 
Mr. Gregory presented a petition of William Giles Dix, wmiam Giles 

for a convention of the people of the United States for the 
purpose of forming a new national Constitution. 

Referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, ' Bills. 
In relation to main drains and common sewers in the 

town of West Springfield ; 
To amend chapter 111 of the Acts of the year 1869, 

relating to sewers and drains; 
Relating to sidewalks, crosswalks, common sewers, and 

main drains in the fire district of the town of Pittsfield, 
and for other purposes; and 

Relating to surrender by bail or sureties in certain cases; 
were severally read, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize cities and towns to furnish pupils in Public schools, 
the public schools with stationery (in a new draf t) was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Printing Public docu-
inquire whether a larger edition of any of the series of 
public documents has been issued than is authorized by 
law, and, if so, whether the cost of the same has been paid 
out of the Treasury. 

Also that the committee on Manufactures consider the steam boilers, 
expediency of legislation to provide greater safeguards 
against accidents caused by explosion of boilers upon 
steamboats used for the conveyance of passengers on the 
waters within this Commonwealth. 

Also that the committee on Mercantile Affairs consider public weigh-
the expediency of amending sections 72, 73, 74, and 75 of mg ' 
chapter 49 of the General Statutes, in relation to public 
scales and public weighers, or of enacting a new law in 
relation to public weighing. 

The Senate order in relation to printing the evidence ^™fs
ziah Mayo 

taken before the committee on Claims, on the petition of 
Amaziah Mayo and another, came up referred to the com-
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mittee on Pr in t ing; and the Senate concurred in the 
reference thereof. 

A petition of George H. Haselwood and others in aid of 
that of Samuel Butler and others, for a division of the 
town of Edgartown, was referred to the committee on 
Towns. 

A petition of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, for 
a grant of $25,000, was referred to the committee on Agri-
culture. 

A petition of Henry Edwards, Trustee of the National 
Cemetery at Antietam, for the transfer of the title of the 
Commonwealth therein to the United States, was referred 
to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Petitions of 
Mary E. Bates ; and 
Timothy J . Burns, severally for state aid; and 
A petition of the town of Hardwiek, for the payment of 

certain taxes retained by mistake in the treasury of the 
Commonwealth, were referred to the committee on Claims. 

Petitions of 
Benjamin H. Jones and others; and 
A. M. Kelren and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage be granted to women, were referred to the joint 
special committee on that subject. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bill to 

provide for the payment in gold coin of the interest and 
principal of Massachusetts scrip or bonds; and 

The resolve relative to printing additional copies of the 
Report of the Commissioners 011 Taxation of the year 1875, 
were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The House reports, 
On the order in relation to the repeal of the laws author-

izing towns to subscribe to the stock of railroad corpora-
tions ; and 

On the petition of F. Hoffman and others, were severally 
accepted in concurrence. 

The House bill concerning the sewage of the State 
Prison in the town of Concord was ordered to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The resolutions concerning the remonetization of silver 
were further considered, amended, and passed, and ordered 



to be printed as amended ; and the resolutions were sent 
down for concurrence in the passage thereof. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, F e b r u a r y 8, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Winn, on leave, introduced a bill to permit the con- cmi process, 

tinuance of civil process before trial justices, by justices 
of the peace ; and the same was read, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Winn presented a petition of Foster King, for com- Foster King, 
pensation for damages caused by the construction of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad. 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Gilbert, — 
Ordered, That the Auditor be directed to furnish for state printing, 

publication, with his report of the cost of state printing 
heretofore ordered, a copy of the existing contract for 
state printing. 

On motion of Mr. Swett, — 
Ordered, That the joint special committee on Taxation Deposits in 

inquire into the expediency of exempting from taxation Baving8 banks ' 
deposits in savings banks to the amount of real estate 
owned by said banks. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill making appropriations for the expenses of the Appropriation,. 

State Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, 
the State Primary School, the State Reform School for Boys, 
the State Industrial SchoooL for Girls, the State Detective 
Force, and for other purposes, was read, and referred to 
the committee on the Treasury. 

A bill in relation to the recording and registering of 
bets and wagers, and the buying and selling of pools, was 
read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A report of the committee on Banks and Banking, that ecmunnuai 
it is inexpedient to legislate on the order relative to requir- S g s ^ a n J . 
ing statements from savings banks to be published semi-



annually in some local newspaper, was read, and placed 
in the orders of the day for Monday next. 

. A report of the committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions, asking to be discharged from the consideration of 
the order in relation to building a home for disabled sol-
diers and sailors of this Commonwealth, and referring the 
same to the committee on Military Affairs, was accepted 
in concurrence. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions consider the expediency of amend-
ing section 15 of chapter 71 of the General Statutes, rela-
tive to alien passengers. 

A petition of William Whiting and others, of Holyoke, 
that a military company may be stationed in said town, 
was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

A petition of W. H. Coates and others, for amendment 
of the laws regulating the appointment of pilots for the 
port of Marblehead ; and 

Loweii Railroad • A P e t i t i o n o f t l l e B o s t o n and Lowell Railroad Corpora-
Corporation̂ °a ti°n> f ° r authority to widen its freight-bridge across 

Charles River, were severally referred to the committee 
on Harbors. 

A petition of C. C. Houghton and others, for the repeal 
of the law requiring the extension of Foster Street, in the 
city of Worcester, was referred to the committee on Roads 
and Bridges. 

A petition of Timothy Moore and others, that an owner 
of real estate may be allowed to deduct, for the purpose 
of taxation, the amount for which his real property is 
mortgaged, was referred to the joint special committee on 
Taxation. 

Petitions of 
The city of Newburyport; and 
The selectmen of Westford, severally for re-imburse-

ment of money paid as armory rent, were referred to the 
committee on Claims. 

A petition of Nahum Fisher and others, for legislation 
which shall tend to reduce the number of dogs in this 
Commonwealth; and 

A remonstrance of Edward H. Lathrop and others, 
against an increase of tax upon the owners of dogs, were 
severally referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
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A remonstrance of Isaac Hingman and others, against c.R.Ford 
the petition of C. R. Ford and others, was referred to the c 1 

committee on Water Supply and Drainage. 
Severally in concurrence. 

The message from the Governor, with a list of pardons P»dons. 
granted in the year 1876, was taken from the table, and 
referred to the Committee on Prisons. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, Bills. 
To change the name of the Vine-street Congregational 

Society in Boston; 
To prevent the spread of contagious and infectious dis-

eases among domestic animals; 
To authorize cities and towns to furnish pupils in the 

public schools with stationery, were severally read a 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge, Chelsea Bridge, 

was assigned for consideration on Tuesday next. 
The Senate resolve, relative to printing additional copies Taxation report 

of the report of the Commissioners on Taxation of the 
year 1875, was read a third time, and passed to be en-
grossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill, to provide for the payment in gold COlll Massachusetts 

of the interest and principal of Massachusetts scrip or sonp or bonds-

bonds, was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, — 
Ordered, That, when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet Adjournment, 

on Monday next at 2 o'clock, P.M. 
Adjourned. 

MONDAY, F e b r u a r y 11, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Breed, from the committee on Street Railways, on street railway», 

the bill to amend section 2 of chapter 29 of the Acts of the 
year 1874, relating to street railways, reported that the 
same ought not to pass ; and it was placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow on the question of rejection. 



Jails and houses Mr. Truell, from the committee on Prisons, to whom 
of correct™. w a g r e f e r r e c l t h e r e p o r ( . Q f t f a e C o m m i s s i o n e r s 0 f PnSOllS, 

reported thereon, in part, a bill to amend section 47 of 
chapter 178 of the General Statutes, relating to jails and 
houses of correction ; and the same was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, — 
Common- Ordered, That the Attorney-General be requested, as 
BoslonVartoi s 0 0 n a s convenient, to submit an opinion to the Legislature, 

as to what are the rights of the Commonwealth in the 
matter pending between the Commonwealth and the Bos-
ton and Albany Railroad Corporation, in regard to the 
contracts of 1869 and 1873, and what remedy the Com-
monwealth has relative thereto. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

E.r. Carpenter
 M r - Cogswell presented a petition of E. P . Carpenter 

etais . and others, for an Act of incorporation as the State Union 
Telegraph and Telephone Company. 

Referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 
j H Hathorne

 M r ' B u r r a S e presented a petition of J . H. Hathorne, for 
compensation for the loss of a horse while used by Battery 
A of Massachusetts Artillery. 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Severally sent clown for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
A communication was received from the Auditor, trans-

state printing, mitting, in compliance with an order of the Senate, a 
statement of the cost of state printing for twenty-eight 
years; also a copy of the present contract for state 
printing. 

A communication was also received from the Auditor, 
covering a statement of the sums paid to or for the various 
boards and commissions, whether permanent, special, or 
temporary; also of all sums paid for printing the reports 
of such boards and commissions severally for the last ten 
years. 

And these communications were severally laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills,. 

E1«»- _ To extend the time during which the city of Worcester 
is authorized to lay out a public park, and to establish and 
maintain a reservoir; 



In relation to sales of merchandise at temporary stands 
in the streets of Boston ; and 

Relating to the removal of the inmates of the State 
Prison from Boston to Concord, were severally read, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to confirm the location of the Troy and Green- Trovand Green-
field Railroad, and for other purposes, came up concurred UcId Rallrosd' 
in the suspension of the 22d joint rule for the admission 
thereof; and the bill was thereupon referred to the com-
mittee on the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

A bill to amend section 6 of chapter 183 of the Acts of Tax sale», 
the year 1862, in relation to tax sales, was referred, in con-
currence, to the committee on Taxation. 

A report of the committee on Printing, on the order Committee 
relative to retrenchment in advertising committee hearings, hearmge-
that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon ; and 

A report of the committee on Mercantile Affairs, grant- Liveru8 Hull 
ing leave to withdraw on the petition of Liverus Hull and e ta l8 ' 
others, were severally read, and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Taxa- Tax on ships, 
tion consider the expediency of exempting from taxation 
ships employed in the foreign trade of the United States. 

Also, that the committee on Harbors inquire and report Green-Harbor 
what, if any thing, has been done under chapter 219 of Mar6h' 
the Acts of the year 1877, in relation to Green-Harbcr 
Marsh in the town of Marshfield. 

A petition of the Massachusetts Central Railroad Com- Massachusetts 
pany for an extension of the time within which claimants S Company, 
for land-damages may apply to county commissioners; and 

Petitions of, 
Orrin Whitbeck and others, and Boston and 

^ M. C. Langdon and others, severally in aid of that of the ffiSfi-
Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, Avere referred pany-
to the committee on railroads. 

A petition of J . R. Bigelow and others, in aid of that of c. H. READ 
C. H. Read and others, for a change of law relative to tax- et als-

ation of real estate, was referred to the committee on 
Taxation. 

Petitions of, Woman suf-
Silvanus Smith and others, frage-

12 
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George M. Southworth and others, and 
Ann B. Barnard and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to women, were referred to the 
joint special committee on that subject. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up ; and the report on 

the order relative to requiring savings banks to publish 
semi-annual statements of their assets and liabilities was 
accepted in concurrence. 

The Senate bill to change the name of the Vine-street 
Congregational Society in Boston was read a third time, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to prevent the spread of contagious and 
infectious diseases among domestic animals was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill to authorize cities and towns to furnish pupils 

in the public schools with stationery was read a third time ; 
and the committee on Bills in the Third Reading having 
reported the same in a new draft, it was ordered to a second 
reading. 

The following engrossed bills (all of which originated in 
the House) passed to be enacted, and were laid before the 
Governor for his approval, to wi t : — 

To change a part of the boundary-line between the towns 
of Hanover and South Scituate. 

To change the time of holding the June term of the 
Superior Court for criminal business for the county of Mid-
dlesex. 

In relation to notice of accidents on railroads attended 
with loss of life to any person. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , February 1 2 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Appropriations. Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re-
ported the bill making appropriations for the expenses of 



the State Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Appropriation.. 
Prisons, the State Primary School, the State Reform 
School for Boys, the State Industrial School for Girls, and 
for other purposes, without amendment; and the same 
was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, to ®™ 1̂™l
a
n
ctl0D" 

whom was referred the bill relating to bonds in actions of 
replevin, reported the same in a new d ra f t ; and it was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Brown, from the same committee, on the order Vemieof 
relative to the venue of actions when either party resides 
out of the Commonwealth, reported a bill relating to the 
venue of actions before district, municipal, and police 
courts ; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. White, of Plymouth, from the committee on the Mashpee. 
Judiciary, on the bill to amend section 6 of chapter 293 
of the Acts of the year 1870, to incorporate the town of 
Mashpee; and 

Mr. Canfield, from the committee on Claims, on the bill Bristol County . , Agricultural 
to enable the Bristol County Agricultural Society to obtain Society, 
its State bounty, severally reported that the same ought to 
pass ; and they were accordingly ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Harbors, on the petition gnaiComply, 
of the Cape Cod Ship Canal Company, reported a bill to 
extend the time for commencing and completing the Cape 
Cod Ship Canal, and to reduce the capital stock of the 
company. 

Mr. Swett, from the committee on Parishes and Religious Methodist Epis-
Societies, on the petition of the Methodist Episcopal Church Laneshorough!n 

in Lanesborough, reported a bill concerning the distribu-
tion of the Ministerial Fund in the town of Lanesborough ; 
and these bills were read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Ewing, on leave, introduced a bill to amend section Birds. 
1 of chapter 95 of the Acts of 1877, concerning birds; and 
the same was read, and referred to the committee on Agri-
culture. 

The same Senator, on leave, introduced a bill to amend Fish, 
chapter 384 of the Acts of 1869, concerning the cultivation 
of fishes; and the same was read, and referred to the com-
mittee on the Fisheries. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 
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Mr. Davol, from the committee on Printing, on the order 
relative to printing tlie evidence taken before the com-
mittee on Claims, 011 the petition of Amaziah Mayo 
and another, reported that the same ought to pass; and 
the report was accepted, under a suspension of the rule, 
and sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Palmer,— 
Ordered, That Tuesday, February 19, at 3 o'clock, P.M., 

be assigned for a convention of both branches for the pur-
pose of choosing three directors on the part of the Com-
monwealth of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company 
for the term of two years. 
^ Mr. Gogin presented a petition of the American Molded 

Collar Company for authority to issue shares at a par value 
of fifty dollars each. 

Referred to the committee on Manufactures. 
Mr. Cate presented a petition of Jonathan Merrill in 

relation to fishing with seines in Merrimack River. 
Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Mr. Lynde presented a petition of B. A. Corbin and 
others for an amendment of the Constitution providing for 
biennial sessions of the General Court. 

Referred to the committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments. 

Mr. Burrage presented a petition of Samuel W. Winslow 
in relation to the passage of trains over railroad bridges. 

Referred to the committee on Railroads. 
Mr. Knowlton of Bristol presented a petition of Jonathan 

Bourne and others for amendment of the law in relation to 
the taxation of mortgaged property. 

Referred to the joint special committee on Taxation. 
Mr. Davol presented a petition of the Mayor of Taunton 

for re-imbursement of money paid as armory rent. 
Mr. Hill presented a petition of Timothy Murphy for 

State aid. 
Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Cogswell presented a petition of the County Com-
missioners of Barnstable County for authority to borrow 
money for certain purposes. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 



Mr. Bishop moved a reconsideration of the vote whereby Domestic ani-
the bill to prevent the spread of contagious and infectious ™mongd,lseases 

diseases among domestic animals passed yesterday to be 
engrossed; and the motion, being considered, was carried 
in the affirmative, and the same Senator thereupon pro-
posed an amendment therein, which was adopted, and the 
bill again passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Harbor commis-
sioners. 

Commissioners 
on inland fisher-
ies. 

School-books. 

Papers from the House. 
The annual report of the Harbor Commissioners was 

referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Harbors. 
A resolve in favor of Abby A. Dike was read, and re- AbbyA. Dike, 

ferred to the committee on the Treasury. 
Bills, Bills. 
To provide a further supply of water for the city of New 

Bedford (on the petition of the Mayor of said city) ; and 
In relation to the returns of railroad corporations (on 

the annual report of the Railroad Commissioners), were 
severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

A report of the committee on Printing, that the order 
relative to printing certain extra copies of the report of the 
Commissioners on Inland Fisheries ought not to be adopted, 
was read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Educa-
tion consider the expediency of so amending section 2 of 
chapter 47 of the Acts of 1876 as to provide that school-
books may be changed by a vote of two-thirds of the 
school committee present, instead of by two-thirds of 
the whole school committee, as now required by law. 

Also, that the committee on Railroads consider whether 
any further legislation is necessary to enable railroad police 
to act upon roads leased or used by the railroad company 
upon whose petition they are appointed. 

Certain copies of contracts between the Commonwealth 
and the Boston and Albany Railroad Company and the 
city of Boston, and all correspondence relating thereto, 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

A petition of L. E. Lane and others, for amendment of l . E. Lane et 
the game-laws, was referred to the committee on Agri- al8-
culture. 

A petition of Egbert Hollister and others, in aid of that Boston and 
of the Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, was KaSifoad com-
referred to the committee on Railroads. pany ' 
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A remonstrance of Michael McDermott and others, 
against a repeal of the law relating to the employment 
of women in manufacturing establishments, was referred to 
the joint special committee on Labor. 

A petition of J. W. Cumback and others, in aid of that 
of Silas Mosman and others, was referred to the committee 
on Mercantile Affairs. 

A petition of the Middlesex County Commissioners, ask-
ing for the abolition of the Middlesex House of Correction 
for Women, was referred to the committee on Prisons. 

A petition of the Fourth Congregational Precinct in 
Rochester, for a change of name, was referred to the com-
mittee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 

Remonstrances of, 
John H. Simmons and others, and 
William H. Tucker and others, severally against the 

petition of C. R. Ford and others; and 
A remonstrance of Samuel Osborne, Jr., and others, 

against the petition of Samuel Butler and others, were 
referred to the committee on Towns. 

Petitions of, 
Rebecca Carroll and others, 
A. M. Lougee and others, and 
Sarah C. Blaney and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to women, were referred to the 
joint special committee on that subject. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Bills. The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 

To amend section 47 of chapter 178 of the General 
Statutes, relating to jails and houses of correction; and 

To authorize cities and towns to furnish pupils in the 
public schools with stationery, were severally read a second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 

street railways. The bill to amend section 2 of chapter 29 of the Acts of 
the year 1874, relating to street railroads, was, in accord-
ance with the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The House reports, 
On the petition of Liverus Hull and others; and on 
The order relative to retrenchment in expenses of adver-

tising committee hearings, were severally accepted in con-
currence. 

The bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge 
was read a second time. 
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Mr. Burrage proposed a substitute therefor; and the bill Cbe,sea Bridse-
was passed over, and the substitute was ordered to be 
printed. 

An engrossed bill concerning the sewage of the State 8t 

Prison in the town of Concord (which originated in the 
House) passed to be enacted. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 13, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
The act concerning the sewage of the State Prison in §t

0
a
11

t®0™80n at 

the town of Concord was laid before the governor for his 
approval. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bills, 

In addition to an Act to establish a free bridge across Connecticut 
the Connecticut River, between Springfield and West Klver' 
Springfield; 

To permit the continuance of civil process before trial civil procea.. 
justices by justices of the peace ; and 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the same committee, on 
the bills, 

To confirm certain acts done by Harvey Kirkland as a narvey Kirk-
justice of the peace; 

To confirm certain acts done by Henry E. Taintor of Henry E.Tain-
Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, as Commissioner 
for Massachusetts, severally reported that the same ought 
to pass; and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Brown, from said committee, on the petition of the 
county commissioners of Franklin County, reported 

A bill to enable the county commissioners of Franklin 
County to borrow money on account of the Sunderland 
Bridge; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Rogers, from the committee on the Fisheries, re- Aiewife fisher-
ported the bill to amend chapter 190 of the Acts of the leB' 
year 1872, relating to the aiewife and other fisheries in 
the towns of Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, East Bridge-
water, and Halifax; and 

Mr. Adams from the committee on the Treasury, the AbhyA.Dike. 
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resolve in favor of Abby A. Dike, severally without 
amendment; and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Rogers, from the committee on the Fisheries, on 
the petition of J. E. Torrey and others, reported that the 
petitioners have leave to withdraw; and the report was 
read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Sherman, from the committee on Mercantile Affairs, 
on the petition of Albert Bowker and others, reported 

A bill to incorporate the International Wharf and Dock 
Company in East Boston; and the same was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, on leave, introduced a bill for the protec-
tion of the public against unsafe and dangerous buildings; 
and the same was read, and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Agriculture consider 

the expediency of withholding the payment of State 
bounty to any agricultural society which shall bestow 
any premium or gratuity on trials of the speed of horses. 

Mr. Swett presented a petition of Joseph K. Jennis and 
others ; and 

Mr. Lynde, a petition of Emmons Twichell and others, 
severally for amendment of the Constitution, providing 
for biennial sessions of the General Court and biennial 
elections of State officers. 

Referred to the committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments. 

Mr. Gilbert presented a petition of B. F. Davis and 
others in aid of that of C. II. Read and others. 

Referred to the committee on Taxation. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to amend section 1 of chapter 139 of the Acts of 

the year 1877, concerning the boundary-line, in part, be-
tween the towns of Medford and Maiden (in a new 
d r a f t ) ; and 

A bill to confirm the change of name of the South 
Maiden Congregational Society, and the doings of, and 
conveyances to and by, the Everett Congregational Soci-
ety (on the petition of the first-named society) were read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 



Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on the Liquor law. 
Liquor Law inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
present liquor law, and substituting therefor an act, with 
certain provisions, whereby the seller and also the owner 
of the premises occupied by the seller, as well as the 
drinker, shall be held equally responsible for all damages 
and crimes proved against said drinker, as resulting from 
the traffic of said seller in intoxicating liquors. 

A statement of the sums expended by the Common- CapeCodShip 
wealth in connection with the project of the Cape Cod Cana1' 
Ship Canal was referred to the committee on Harbors. 

A petition of Capt. Charles O'Hare, for re-imbursement Charles O'Hare. 
for loss in military property of Company C, 8th Regiment, 
M. Y. M., by fire in the town of Marblehead, was referred 
to the committee on Claims. 

A petition of George E. Mitchell and others, for legisla- George E. 
tion to regulate the sale of oleomargarine, was referred to MltchelL 

the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 
Petitions of Poughkeepeie 

. . . (JQI Ansel D. King and others ; and ?„a"ioad 
pany. 

Hiram P. Clark and others, severally in aid of that of 
the Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, were 
referred to the committee on Railroads. 

A petition of S. A. Dean and others, for the passage of a s. A . DEAN et 
law requiring the use of broad-rimmed wheels upon loaded als' 
vehicles, was referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of C. C. Bixby and others, non-residents, in Samuel Butier 
aid of, and c tal9 ' 

Remonstrances of 
Joseph T. Pease and others; and 
Asa R. Gifford and others, severally against the petition 

of Samuel Butler and others, were referred to the commit-
tee on Towns. 

Petitions of Dog». 
Samuel Cole and others; and 
David L. Fuller and others, severally in favor of a more 

stringent law in relation to dogs ; and 
Remonstrances of 
George Delano and others; and 
H. J . Ashley and others, severally against any increase ibid, 

of the fee for licenses upon dogs, were referred to the 
committee on Agriculture. 

13 



Woman Suf-
frage. 

Old South Asso-
ciation. 

Bills. 

Railroad corpo-
rations. 

New Bedford. 

Inland fisher-
ies. 

Jails and houses 
of correction. 

A petition of C. Lovell and others, that the right of 
suffrage may be granted to women, was referred to the 
joint special committee on that subject. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The resolve in favor of the Old South Association in 

Boston ; and 
The petitions of J . H. Seelye and others, and A. C. 

Mayhew and others, severally in aid of the passage thereof, 
came from the House, and that branch insists on its refer-
ence thereof to the committee on Federal Relations; and 
the Senate receded from its vote of reference of the same 
to the committee on Expenditures, and concurred in the 
action of the House. 

The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, 
To amend section 6 of chapter 293 of the Acts of the 

year 1870, to incorporate the town of Mashpee; 
Relating to replevin bonds ; 
To enable the Bristol County Agricultural Society to 

obtain its state bounty ; 
Relating to the venue of actions before district, munici-

pal, and police courts; 
To extend the time for commencing and completing the 

Cape Cod Ship Canal, and to reduce the capital stock of 
the company; 

Concerning the distribution of the Ministerial Fund in 
the town of Lanesborough ; 

Making appropriations for the expenses of the State 
Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, the 
State Primary School, the State Reform School for Boys, 
the State Industrial School for Girls, and for other pur-
poses, were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The bill in relation to the returns of railroad corpora-
tions was laid on the table. 

The bill to provide a further supply of water for the 
city of New Bedford was read a second time. Mr. Beal 
proposed an amendment to the bill, whereupon it was laid 
on the table, and the amendment ordered to be printed. 

The report on the order relative to printing extra copies 
of the report of the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries 
was accepted in concurrence. 

The Senate bill to amend section 47 of chapter 178 of 
the General Statutes, relating to jails and houses of cor-
rection, was read a third time, amended in the title by 



substituting therefor the following: "Relat ing to the 
conduct of the inmates of the Reformatory Prison for 
Women at Sherborn," and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to authorize cities and towns to furnish Public school«, 
pupils in the public schools with stationery was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge cbeisea Bridge, 
was further considered, the question being on the adop-
tion of the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Burrage; 
and the question was taken by yeas and nays, as fol-
lows, to wi t : — 
YEAS.—Messrs. Burrage, Coffin, Day, 

Flatley, Gogin, White, Jas . — 6. 
NAYS. — Messrs. Abbott , Adams, Barton, 

Beal, Bishop, Breed, 
Brown, Canfield, Cate, 
Davol, Gardner, Gregory, 
Hayes, Hill, Holmes, 
Knowlton, H. M. Knowlton, W m . Lynde, 
Merriam, Palmer, Rogers, 
Saunders, Sherman, Swett, 
Truell, White, Jonathan, Winn. —27. 

So the substitute was rejected, and the bill was ordered 
to a third reading. 

An engrossed bill to provide for the payment in gold w»Machu«ctt» 
coin of the interest and principal of Massachusetts scrip "cnp °r 

or bonds (which originated in the House), passed to be 
enacted, and was laid before the governor for his approval. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , February 14, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the re-

turns of votes for Senators, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of F. W. Clapp, reported that the petitioner have leave 
to withdraw ; and the report was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, re-

F. W. Clapp. 

Buildings. 



ported the bill for the protection of the public against 
unsafe and dangerous buildings in cities, without amend-
ment ; and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

Truro. Hayes, from the committee on Towns, on the peti-
tion of the selectmen of Truro, reported that the petition-
ers have leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on Expenditures, on 
the order relative to limiting expenditures in State offices 
and institutions to the amount of appropriation, reported 
that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon; and these re-
ports were severally read, and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

ê wSaTa551®' M r " P a l m e r presented a petition of G. Washington War-
ren and others, in aid of that of George T. Bigelow and 
others. 

Referred to the committee on Taxation. 
Dog8' Mr. Lynde, on leave, introduced a bill relating to the 

restraining of dogs; and the same was read, and referred 
to the committee on Agriculture. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Appropriations. 

County taxes. 

Common, 
wealth's flats, 
contracts for 
filling. 

Interest on debts 
due the Com-
monwealth by 
cities and towns. 

Truancy. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill making appropriations for certain educational 

expenses; and 
A resolve granting county taxes, were severally read, and 

referred to the committee on the Treasury. 
A bill relating to the appointment of city physicians in 

certain cities of the Commonwealth (in a new draf t ) was 
read, and ordered to a second reading:. 

Reports that it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the committee on Printing, on "the order relative to 

printing certain copies of contracts relative to Common-
wealth's flats at South Boston ; 

Of the committee on Expenditures, on the orders rela-
tive to reducing the rate of interest on notes and bonds of 
the Commonwealth against cities and towns, were severally 
read and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Edu-
cation consider whether any further legislation is neces-
sary for the prevention of truancy, and for securing at-
tendance of children at school. 



A petition of the selectmen of Windsor, that the vote Windsor, 
by which that town re-established the school districts 
therein may be legalized, was referred to the committee on 
Education. 

A petition of the mayor and aldermen of Springfield, Springfield, 
for re-imbursement of money paid as armory rent, was 
referred to the committee on Claims. 

A petition of C. C. Merritt and others, for a reduction of Dogs, 
the tax upon the owners of dogs; and 

A remonstrance of Jerome Marble, against any change ibid, 
in the law concerning dogs, were referred to the commit-
tee on Agriculture. 

-r~t , • c Old South 
Petitions 0 1 Society. 
Philander Washburn and others, 
James F. Fish and others, and 
L. Whitney, jun., and others, severally for a grant in 

aid of the Old South Society, were referred to the com-
mittee on Federal Relations. 

A petition of the city of Worcester, for authority to Worcester, 
take water from Tatnuck Brook, was referred to the com-
mittee on Water Supply and Drainage. 

Petitions Of E. H. Lathrop 
E. H. Lathrop and others, and 
J . J . Shepardson and others, severally that a part of the 

town of West Springfield may be annexed to the city of 
Springfield, were referred to the committee on Towns. 

A petition of John Timon and others, for the passage of 'Tohn
 Timon et 

a law prohibiting the leasing of convict labor; and 
Remonstrances of Hour8 of labor-
A. E. Carr and 98 others, and 
Jennie Nelson and others, severally against the repeal 

of the law relative, to hours of labor in manufacturing 
establishments, were severally referred to the committee 
on Labor. 

A petition of William T. Davis and others, for an ap- wiiiiam T. 
propriation to complete the national monument to the Davis etaU-
forefathers of the Commonwealth, now being erected in 
Plymouth, came up referred to the committee on Expendi-
tures ; and the Senate non-concurred in said reference, and 
committed the same to the committee on Federal Rela-
tions. 

Sent down for concurrence. 



Komfmetization The Senate resolutions concerning the remonetization of 
silver came up concurred with certain amendments. 

Mr. Palmer proposed certain amendments to the same, 
pending the consideration of which, the whole subject was 
recommitted to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Bin«. The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, — 
To enable the County Commissioners of Franklin 

County to borrow money on account of the Sunderland 
Bridge ; 

To permit the continuance of civil process before trial 
justices by justices of the peace ; 

To amend chapter 190 of the Acts of the year 1872, 
relating to the alewife and other fisheries in the towns of 
Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, and 
Halifax ; 

To incorporate the International Wharf and Dock Com-
pany in East Boston ; 

To confirm certain acts done by Harvey Kirkland as a 
justice of the peace ; 

To confirm certain acts done by Henry E. Taintor of 
Hartford in the State of Connecticut as Commissioner for 
Massachusetts; 

To amend section 1 of chapter 139 of Acts of the year 
1877, concerning the boundary-line, in part, between the 
towns of Medford and Maiden; 

To confirm the change of name of the South Maiden 
Congregational Society, and the doings of, and convey-
ances to and by, the Everett Congregational Society; 

In addition to an Act to establish a free bridge across 
the Connecticut River, between Springfield and West 
Springfield; and 

ABBY A . DIKE. The resolve in favor of Abby A. Dike, were severally 
read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mashpee. The Senate bill to amend section 6 of chapter 293 of 
the Acts of the year 1870 to incorporate the town of 
Mashpee was read a third time, and passed to be en-
grossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to enable the Bristol County Agricul-



tural Society to obtain its State bounty was read a third Bri«toi county 
1 1 , 1 i Agricultural 

time, and passed to be engrossed. society. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill to extend the time for commencing and £aiiaiCod 8Mp 

completing the Cape Cod Ship Canal, and to reduce the 
capital stock of the company, was read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill concerning the distribution of the Min- Lanesborough. 
isterial Fund in the town of Lanesborough was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Chelsea Bridge. 
Bridge was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Replevin bond«. 
The Senate bill relating to replevin bonds was read a 

third time, and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The bill making appropriations for the expenses of the Appropriation«. 
State Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, 
the State Primary School, the State Reform School for 
Boys, the State Industrial School for Girls, and for other 
purposes, was passed over. 

The bill to provide a further supply of water for the New Bedford, 
city of New Bedford was laid on the table. 

The report on the petition of J . E. Torrey and others J - E - Torrey et 
was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill relating to the venue of actions before district, Venuc of 
. * i j i • j. t action«. municipal, and police courts was passed over. 

An engrossed bill in relation to certain fire-insurance Fire-insurance 
companies of other States (which originated in the Sen- compame8, 

ate) passed to be enacted, and was laid before the Gov-
ernor for his approval. 

Adjourned. 
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FRIDAY, F e b r u a r y 15, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the bill relating to the apportionment of sewer and side-
walk assessments, reported the same in a new draf t ; and 
it was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on Pro-
bate and Chancery, reported the bill to authorize the ap-
pointment of an additional master in chancery for the 
County of Essex, without amendment; and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Truell, from the committee on Mercantile Affairs,, 
on the order relative to amendment of the laws regulating 
the measurement of lumber, reported 

A bill to amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes in 
relation to the inspection and survey of lumber, ornamen-
tal wood, and ship timber ; and the same was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Gardner, on leave, introduced a bill in addition to 
an Act " for the better protection of neglected and desti-
tute children ; " and the same was read, and referred to the 
committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Mr. Gregory, on leave, introduced a bill concerning the 
planting of trees, and the tax thereon ; and the same was 
read, and referred to the committee on Agriculture. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Library be re-

quested to consider the matter of a new, elaborate, and 
detailed history of the State. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Winn presented a petition of the Boston, Iioosac 
Tunnel, and Western Railroad in relation to a connection 
with the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in the State of 
Vermont. 

Referred to the committee on the Iioosac Tunnel and 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad. 

Mr. Hill presented petitions of James Smith and others, 
and Mrs. Maria B. Russell and others, severally that 



women having property in their own right shall have the 
right of suffrage. 

Referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
Mr. Swett presented a petition of Mrs. M. Longley and ibid, 

others in relation to the same subject; and the same was 
referred to said committee. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The report on the petition of F. W. Clapp was taken F . W . c iapp . 
from the table, whereupon Mr. Ewing presented a minor-
ity report of the committee in relation to the subject; and 
the report was ordered to be placed in the orders of the 
day for Tuesday nex t ; and the minority report was or-
dered to be printed. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, Bills. 

To prescribe the method of electing boards of health in 
towns, (on an order in relation to the subject) ; 

To incorporate the Lee Water Company (on the peti-
tion of William Taylor and others), were severally read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

A resolve concerning the highway near the State camp- camp-ground at 
ground at South Framingham was read, and referred, in ham.11 Framing 

concurrence, to the committee on Military Affairs. 
Reports of the committee on Harbors, that it is inex-

pedient to legislate, — 
On the order relative to the construction of the Cape capeCodswp 

Cod Ship Canal under the supervision of the Common- Cana1' 
wealth ; and 

On the order relative to applying to Congress for aid in ma. 
constructing said canal; and 

A report of the committee on Claims, granting leave to David Puisifer. 
withdraw, on the petition of David Puisifer, were sev-
erally read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the Committee on Edu- children 
cation consider the expediency of amending chapter 285 manKudng 
of the Acts of the year 1867, so as to make it a condition «^"^ments. 
that young persons under the age of thirteen years shall 
not be employed in manufacturing establishments without 
having previously acquired a certain amount of education, 
say, ability to read a passage in some elementary book, 
and to write name, age, and place of residence. 

14 



A petition of C. P. Hewitt, and others for more strin-
gent legislation respecting dogs, was referred to the com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

A petition of Silas P. Pells and others, for legislation 
to regulate the eel fishery in the town of Mashpee, was re-
ferred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

A petition of Charles E. Williams and others, for legis-
lation in relation to convict labor, was referred to the com-
mittee on Labor. 

Petitions of 
D. Dalzell and Sons and others; 
Beardsley and Phelps and others; and 
S. B. Dewey and others, severally in aid of that of the 

Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, were re-
ferred to the committee on Railroads. 

A petition of the town of Newbury, that the County 
Commissioners of Essex County may be authorized to 
indemnify said town for expenses incurred in rebuilding a 
certain bridge, was referred to the committee on Roads 
and Bridges. 

A petition of Mary F. Knowles and others, for an act 
of incorporation as the Brewster Ladies' Library Associa-
tion, was referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Petitions of 
George W. Ware and others ; 
Paul A. Chadbourne and others ; 
Charles B. Rice and others; 
John W. Wheeler and others; and 
William D. Peck and others, severally in aid of the 

preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, were re-
ferred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Severally in concurrence. 
City Physicians. The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bill relat-

ing to the appointment of city physicians in certain cities 
of the Commonwealth was read a second time, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to enable the county commissioners of 
Franklin County to borrow money on account of the Sun-
derland Bridge was read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

civil process. The Senate bill to permit the continuance of civil 
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als. 
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process before trial justices, by justices of the peace, was 
read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 190 of the Acts of Aiewifeana 
the year 1872, relating to the alewiie and other fisheries ° 
in the towns of Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, East 
Bridgewater, and Halifax, was read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to incorporate the International Wharf International 
and Dock Company in East Boston was read a third time, clmp™ydD°cl 

and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The House bills, BUIS. 
To confirm certain acts done by Harvey Kirkland as a 

justice of the peace ; 
To confirm certain acts done by Henry E. Taintor of 

Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, as Commissioner for 
Massachusetts ; 

To amend section 1 of chapter 139 of the Acts of the 
year 1877, concerning the boundary-line, in part, between 
the towns of Medford and Maiden; 
^ To confirm the change of name of the South Maiden 

Congregational Society, and the doings of, and convey-
ances to and by, the Everett Congregational Society; 

In addition to an Act to establish a free bridge across 
the Connecticut River, between Springfield and West 
Springfield, were severally read a third time, and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

The resolve in favor of Abby A. Dike was read a third Abby A. Dike, 
time ; and the committee on Bills in the Third Reading, 
having reported the same in a new draft, the resolve was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. o 

The bill relating to the venue of actions before dis- venue of 
• trict, municipal, and police courts, was further considered; acti0I's' 
and an amendment being proposed therein by the commit-
tee on Bills in the Third Reading, the same was adopted, 
and the bill passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill making appropriations for the expenses of the Appropriations. 

State Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, 
the State Primary School, the State Reform School for 
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Adjournment. 

Boys, the State Industrial School for Girls, and the State 
Detective Force, and for other purposes, was ordered to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill for the protection of the public against unsafe 
and dangerous buildings in cities ; and 

The report on the order relative to reducing the rate of 
interest on debts due by cities and towns to the Common-
wealth, were severally passed over. 

The Senate reports, 
On the order relative to limiting expenditures in State 

offices and institutions to the amount appropriated; and 
On the petition of the selectmen of Truro, were sever-

ally accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The House report on the order relative to printing 

copies of contracts made respecting the Commonwealth's 
flats at South Boston was accepted in concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to provide moneys for the law library 
of Franklin County (which originated in the Senate) 
passed to be enacted, and was laid before the Governor 
for his approval. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate ad-
journs, it be to meet on Monday next at two o'clock, P.M. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, F e b r u a r y 18, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read, 

state prison. Mr. Flatley, from the committee on Prisons, on an order 
relative to furnishing the convicts of the State prison with 
tobacco, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate there-
on ; and the report was read, and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Collection of the Mr. Truell, on leave, introduced a bill to amend chapter 
price of goods, 1 5 3 o f t h e A c t e o f t h e y e a r 1 8 7 6 ? authorizing the collec-

tion of the price of goods, wares, or merchandise, when 
sold in good faith ; and the same was read, and referred to 
the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Burrage presented a petition of Joseph F. Paul and 



Re-survey of 
lumber. 

Sons and others for a modification of the law relative to 
the re-survey of lumber. 

Referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 
Mr. Coffin presented a petition of the Massachusetts Massachusetts 

Game Protective Association in relation to taking bass uveXsociatton. 
during the close season. 

Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
Mr. Lynde presented a remonstrance of Mandly Pierce D°gs-

and others against any increase of tax on clogs. 
Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. Beal presented a petition of the Old Colony Rail- com5'!]?'1" 

road Company for authority to purchase the Duxbury and °mpany-

Cohasset Railroad, and for other purposes. 
Referred to the committee on Towns. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Bills, 
Papers from the House. 

To authorize the Pierce Academy in the town of Middle-
borough to hold additional real and personal estate (on 
the petition of the same) ; 

To incorporate the Third Congregational Church in 
Chelsea (on the petition of Jacob Prat t and others), were 
severally read and ordered to a second reading. 

A report of the committee on Claims, granting leave to 
withdraw, on the petition of Mrs. Eliza C. Capen, was 
read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on the 
Fisheries inquire whether any further legislation is expe-
dient in reference to the taking of black bass or other fish 
at seasons prohibited by law. 

Also, That said committee be requested to consider 
whether any legislation is necessary to protect the rights 
of owners or lessees in the fisheries of private ponds. 

Also, That the committee on Railroads consider the 
expediency of providing by law for the annual election by 
the legislature of directors, on behalf of the Common-
wealth, of the New York and New England Railroad Com-
pany. 

Also, That the committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions consider the expediency of removing all or any of 
the inmates belonging in the eastern part of the State, 
now in the State Lunatic Hospitals at Worcester, Taun-

Bills. 

Eliza C. Capen. 

Black Bass. 

Fisheries of 
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New York and 
New England 
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pany. 

Inmates of luna-
tic hospitals. 



State aid. 

Disabled sol-
diers' employ-
ment bureau 

Samuel Butler 
et als. 

ton, and Northampton, to the State Lunatic Hospital at 
Danvers. 

Also, That the committee on Military Affairs consider 
whether any amendment is expedient in that part of sec-
tion 1 of chapter 192 of the Acts of 1877, which limits 
the payment of State aid to the widows of discharged 
soldiers, married prior to their final discharge, and to the 
children of said soldiers born prior to their discharge. 

A resolve in favor of the disabled soldiers' employment 
bureau was read, and referred in concurrence to the com-
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Petitions of 
Benjamin H. Waite and others, 
T. T. Baxter and others, 
T. S. Wilson and others, 
I. W. Norton and others, 
Henry Bradley and others, 
J . D. Richards and others, severally in aid of that of 

Samuel Butler and others, were referred to the committee 
on Towns. 

Boston and 
Poughkeepsie 
liailroad Com-
pany. 

Petitions of 
Edwin Adams and others ; 
S. W. Wright and others ; and 
Nehemiah Palmer and others, severally in aid of that of 

the Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, were 
referred to the committee on Railroads. 

GEO. T . BIGEIOW A petition of E. W. Bond and others, in aid of that of 
George T. Bigeiow and others, was referred to the commit-
tee on Taxation. 

MuTuaiiWrert ^ petition of the Newburyport Mutual Fire Insurance 
insurance Company, for extension of charter, was referred to the 
Company. committee on Insurance. 
!uX™yof ^ petition of A. G. Baxter and others, for a modification 

of the law relative to the re-survey of lumber, was referred 
to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

William H. Nei-
son et als. 

A petition of William H. Nelson and others for a law 
regulating the taking of perch in the waters of the Com-
monwealth ; and 

A petition of R. L. Mason and others for amendment of 
the law to regulate the taking of trout, were referred to 
the committee on the Fisheries. 

D. Evans ct ais. A petition of D. Evans and others, for the revival of 

R. L. Mason et 
als. 



the charter of the Attleborough Bank for certain purposes, 
was referred to the committee on Banks and Banking. 

Petitions of 
John Winship and others, oid South Meet-
William Holbrook and others, and 
John L. Taylor and others, severally in aid of the pres-

ervation of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

Severally in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To authorize the appointment of an additional master 

in chancery for the County of Essex; 
Relating to the apportionment of sewer and sidewalk 

assessments; 
To amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes in rela-

tion to the inspection and survey of lumber, ornamental 
wood, and ship timber ; 

To incorporate the Lee Water Company; 
To prescribe the method of electing boards of health in 

towns; and 
The resolve in favor of Abby A. Dike, were severally Abl>yA-Dike-

read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The House reports Reports. 
On the order relative to applying to Congress for aid in 

constructing the Cape Cod Ship Canal ; and 
On the order relative to the construction of the Cape 

Cod Ship Canal under the supervision of the Common-
wealth ; 

On the petition of David Pulsifer, were severally ac-
cepted in concurrence. 

The House bill relating to the appointment of city phy- city physicians, 
sicians in certain cities of the Commonwealth was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill for the protection of the public against unsafe unsafe buiid-
and dangerous buildings in cities was ordered to a third 1118S" 
reading. 

The report on the orders relating to the reduction of interest on debts 
1 1 i t - • -i j j i y - ^ i due the Com-mterest on debts due by cities and towns to the (Jommon- munweaith by 

i . i i i . cities aud towns. wealth was accepted m concurrence. 
Adjourned. 
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T U E S D A Y , February 1 9 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Russell from the committee on Federal Relations, to 

whom was referred the resolution relative to concurrent 
action by the governments of the United States, Great 
Britain, and France, concerning the remonetization of 
silver; 

And to whom were re-committed the resolutions con-
cerning the remonetization of silver, reported, recommend-
ing that the further consideration thereof be indefinitely 
postponed; and these reports were severally read, and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill extending time of petition in cases dismissed by 
a court for want of jurisdiction, reported the same in a 
new draft, under the title of " Bill extending the time for 
application to County Commissioners to estimate damages 
to land in certain cases dismissed for want of such esti-
mate ; " and it was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Claims, 
on the petition of Timothy Murphy, reported 

A resolve in favor of Timothy Murphy; and the same 
was read, and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Mr. Lynde, on leave, introduced a bill to prohibit tobacco 
from being furnished to the inmates of the State Alms-
house and Workhouse at the expense of the State; and 
the same was read, and referred to the committee on Pub-
lic Charitable Institutions. 

' Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Merriam.— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider 

the expediency of revising the laws relating to costs in 
civil and criminal cases before district and police courts 
and trial justices, with a view to securing greater uniform-
ity, equality, and certainty in the amounts to be charged 
and allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Printing consider the 

expediency of making further provision for supplying all 
reporters for the public press with the proceedings of the 
legislature, with copies of all public documents or docu-



ments printed for the use of either branch of the legisla-
ture. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Russell presented petitions of David Cushing and 
others; 

Charles M. Saunders and others ; 
Wendell Bancroft and others; 
John R. Ames and others ; and 
Charles A. Sheperd and others, severally for a modifi- ^s

b
n

e"cy of 

cation of the laws concerning the re-survey of lumber. 
Severally referred to the committee on Mercantile Af-

fairs. 
Mr. Merriam presented a petition of Mrs. Charlotte A. woman suf-

Pierce and others that the right of suffrage may be fiagc" 
granted to women owning property. 

Referred to the committee on Woman Suffrage. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Brown presented a remonstrance of Harrison Gar- Disgict court 

field and others against the establishment of a district Berkshire, 

court for Southern Berkshire. 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Papers from the House. 
A report of the committee on Taxation, that it is inex- ®i

x
sc

s°™t on 

pedient to legislate on the order relative to a repeal of the 
laws authorizing a discount on taxes paid at the time re-
quired ; and 

A report of the committee on Agriculture, granting Nahum Fisher 
leave to withdraw on the petition of Nahum Fisher and 
others, were severally read, and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

A bill to amend section 1 of chapter 59 of the Acts of Camp-meetings-

the year 1867, concerning the protection of camp-meetings, 
was read, and referred to the committee on Parishes and 
Religious Societies. 

A bill to amend chapter 183 of the Acts of the year Collection of 

1862, being an Act in relation to the collection of taxes, tJX(!8' 
was read, and referred to the joint special committee on 
Taxation. 

Severally in concurrence. 
A resolve in favor of the Massachusetts School foi-

ls 



Massachusetts 
School for Idiot-
ic and Feeble-
Minded Youth. 

Ibid. 

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth was read and referred, 
in concurrence, to the Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Public 
Charitable Institutions inquire into the expediency of so 
amending chapter 44 of the resolves of the year 1851, and 
chapter 26 of the resolves of the year 1861, that trustees 
therein provided for shall be appointed by the Governor 
and Council for a definite term ; or for providing for the 
fixing of terms of said appointments. 

Also, That the committee on Insurance inquire »into the 
expediency of amending chapter 141 of the Acts of the 
year 1873, relative to the taxation of insurance compa-
nies. 

A remonstrance of David Goggins and fifty-four others, 
against the repeal of the laws in relation to hours of labor 
in manufacturing corporations, was referred to the commit-
tee on Labor. 

A petition of Alfred P. Weston and others for a repeal 
of the present license law, and for the re-enactment of the 
prohibitory law, was referred to the committee on the 
Liquor Law. 

Petitions of 
0 . B. Smith and others ; 
William H. Leatlierbee & Son, and others ; 
Shepard Hall & Co. ; and 
S. N. Breed & Co., and others, severally for a modifica-

tion of the law respecting the re-survey of lumber, were 
referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

A petition of Leonard Clark for the passage of an act 
authorizing the re-organization of the Springfield, Athol, 
and North-Eastern Railroad Company, was referred to the 
committee on Railroads. 

A petition of Samuel G. Parker and others, in aid of 
that of George T. Bigelow and others, was referred to the 
committee on Taxation. 

Buzzard's Bay. A remonstrance of Galen Humphrey and others, against 
the passage of an act permitting seining in Buzzard's Bay 
above the line now established by law, was referred to 
the committee on the Fisheries. 

Insurance com-
panies. 
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Petitions of 
John A. Fitch and others ; 
Milton Bonney and others ; 



Nathan Crosby and others ; and 
Eli R. Chase and others, severally in aid of the preser-

vation of the Old South Meeting-liouse, were referred to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Pursuant to assignment, the two branches met in 

Convention, 
For the purpose of electing three directors, on the part ba°n

Sy0R r̂
d
0̂ '" 

of the Commonwealth, of the Boston and Albany Railroad company. 
Corporation. 

And Messrs. Winn and Flatley of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Wentworth of Boston, Marsh of Quincy, Kelley 
of Chicopee, Hayden of Weymouth, and Hathaway of 
Fall River, were appointed a committee to collect, assort, 
and count the votes therefor. 

And the votes having been collected, assorted, and 
counted, it appeared that Messrs. Joseph H. Chadwick 
of Boston, Thomas Talbot of Billerica, and Charles L. 
Wood of New Bedford, were elected. 

And the two Branches separated. 

On motion of Mr. Beal, — 
Ordered, That the clerks of the two branches give ibid, 

notice to Messrs. Joseph H. Chadwick, Thomas Talbot, 
and Charles L. Wood, that they have been duly elected 
directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad, on the part 
of the Commonwealth, for the term of two years; also 
that they give notice to the clerk of said corporation of 
the election of the above-named gentlemen. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Roads and Bridges be ^ e s t Boston 

requested to consider the expediency of releasing the city bridges, 

of Boston from maintaining any portion of the West Bos-
ton and Craigie's bridges outside of the boundary of said 
city. 

On motion of Mr. Burrage, — 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Police depart-' „ , , j? i i £ nient of Uoston. 

the expediency of amending that portion ot the charter ot 
the city of Boston by which the administration of the 
police department is vested in the board of aldermen; 
and also the expediency of transferring to the police 
department, or the board appointed to have charge of 
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the same, the powers now exercised by the commissioners 
appointed under the provisions of section 20, chapter 99, 
of the Acts of 1875. 

Mr. Winn presented a petition of David Aiken and 
others for the establishment of a district court in Franklin 
County. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Ewing presented a petition of J . P . Ordway and 

others for amendment of the game laws, so that the pos-
session of any game shall be positive evidence to convict. 

Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. Day presented a petition of the city of Boston for 

authority to abate a nuisance in the district of Charles-
town. 

Referred to the committee on Harbors. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To incorporate the Third Congregational Church in 

Chelsea; 
To authorize the Pierce Academy in the town of Mid-

dleborough to hold additional real and personal estate, 
were severally read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The Senate bill to authorize the appointment of an addi-
tional master in chancery for the county of Essex was read 
a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill relating to the apportionment of sewer 
and sidewalk assessments was read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill for the protection of the public against 

unsafe and dangerous buildings in cities was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate resolve in favor of Abby A. Dike was read 
a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes in 



relation to the inspection and survey of lumber, ornamental 
wood, and ship-timber, was passed over. 

The House bills. BUIS. 
To incorporate the Lee Water Company; 
To prescribe the method of electing boards of health in 

towns, were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate report on the order relative to the furnish- Totaccojô con-
ing of tobacco to the convicts in the State Prison, at the prison, 
expense of the State, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House report on the petition of Eliza C. Capen was EIiza c- capen. 
accepted in concurrence. 

The Senate report on the petition of F. W. Clapp was F - c l a P P -
accepted. 

An engrossed bill (which originated in the House), Appropriations, 
making appropriations for the expenses of State Alms-
house, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, the State 
Primary School, the State Reform School for Boys, the 
State Industrial School for Girls, the State Detective 
Force, and for other purposes, passed to be enacted. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 20, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking Savings banks, 

consider whether any change is expedient in the law relat-
ing to the time at which deposits in savings banks shall 
begin to bear interest. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking ibid, 

examine and report whether any further legislation is 
expedient in regard to savings banks temporarily or per-
manently enjoined. 

On motion of Mr. Cate, 
Ordered, That the committee on Military Affairs consider surgeon-gener-

the expediency of abolishing the office of surgeon-general. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 



Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re-
ported the bill making appropriations for certain educa-
tional expenses, and 

The resolve in favor of Timothy Murphy, severally 
without amendment; and they were ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Rogers, from the committee on Harbors, on the 
petition of W. H. Coates and others, reported a bill to 
regulate the appointment of pilots for the port of Mar-
blehead. 

Newton. Mr. Bishop, from the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage, on the petition of the city of Newton, reported 
a bill to authorize the city of Newton to establish grades 
for drainage and sewerage in said city ; and these bills 
were severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Medicine Mr. Ropes, from the committee on Water Supply and 
and surgery. Drainage, 011 the bill to regulate the practice of medicine 

and surgery in the State of Massachusetts, reported that 
said bill ought not to pass ; and the same was placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow on the question of 
rejection. 

Inspecter of gas Mr. Knowlton of Worcester, from the committee on 
and gas-meters. M e r c a n t i i e Affairs, on the annual report of the Inspector 

of Gas and Gas Meters, reported that it is inexpedient 
to legislate thereon. 

j. H . Hathorne. Mr. Hill, from the committee on Claims, on the petition 
of J . H. Hathorne ; and 

Samuel W. Mr. Gilbert, from the committee on Railroads, on the 
Winsiow. petition of Samuel W. Winslow, severally reported that 

the petitioners have leave to withdraw; and these reports 
were severally read, ancl placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Supreme judi- Mr. Knowlton, 011 leave, introduced a bill authorizing 
ciai court. g U p r e m e Judicial Court to adjourn to, and hold spe-

cial terms in, Fall River ; and the same was read and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde, 
noosac Tunnel Ordered, That the committee upon the Hoosac Tunnel 
Greenfield11 Rail- and Troy and Greenfield Railroad consider the expedi-
rosd- ency of extending the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in a 

south-easterly direction through Deerfield, Sunderland, 
Amherst, Belchertown, Ware, and West Brookfield, to 
Southbridge, thereby connecting the New York and New 

Appropriations. 

Timothy Mur-
phy-

Marblehead. 



England, the Boston and Albany, the proposed Massachu-
setts Central Railroads, and the various towns through 
which these railroads do now or hereafter may pass, with 
the Hoosac Tunnel and its connections, thereby, if it so 
may be, increasing the value of the present investments 
of the State in the Hoosac Tunnel, the Boston and Al-
bany, and the New York and New England Railroads, and 
the South Boston flats. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider venue of 

whether legislation is necessary to amend section 6 of actlon9' 
chapter 123 of the General Statutes relating to the venue 
of actions in which the city of Boston is a party, so that 
the provisions of said section shall include actions in 
which the city is a party in interest, although not a party 
to the record. 

On motion of Mr. Ely, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider ^ a S ° a g p o n d 

whether any legislation is necessary to protect the rights 
of the public in the great pond known as Massapoag Pond 
in the town of Sharon. 

Mr. Cogswell presented a petition of John W . Leather- Re-survey of 
bee and others, for a modification of the law relative to lumber-
the re-survey of lumber. 

Referred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

Mr. Holmes presented petitions of 
Spencer Borden and others, and Spencer Borden 
E. C. Kilburn and others, severally for a change in the e t a l s ' 

law relative to the taking of black bass. 

Mr. White of Suffolk presented a petition of the Ash- Ashmcre R«8«-
mere Reservoir Association, for regulations relative to t i on / 
fishing in said reservoir. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
Mr. Winn presented a petition of William Keith and ^¡¡ i

am Keith 

others in relation to the establishment of a union passen-
ger station at Greenfield. 

Referred to the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad. 

Mr. Ivnowlton of Bristol presented a petition of Alan- ^'™80n B°r<ien 
son Borden and others, for a change in the passenger sta-



AiansonBorden tions of the Boston, Clinton, New Bedford, and Fi tchburg 
Railroad Company in New Bedford. 

Also, petitions of Charles Almy, 
A. G. Stanton and others, and 

ibid. Isaac C. Shuman and others, severally in aid of the 
same. 

j. H. c u m e r . Also, petition of J . H. Currier for authority to build a 
narrow-gauge railroad from Sterling to Pr inceton; and 

Mr. Abbott presented a petition of the Framingham and 
Lowell Railroad Company for authority to issue preferred 
stock. 

Severally referred to the committee on Railroads. 
R. B .Forbes et Mr. Ropes presented a petition of R. B. Forbes and 

others, for the establishment of schools for the training of 
seamen. 

Also, petitions of F. C. Sanford and others, 
David Wood and others, and 

ibid. Holmes W . Smith and others, severally in aid of the , 
same. 

Severally referred to the committee on Education. 
Ade i i aT . jones . Mr. Knowlton of Bristol presented a petition of Adelia 

T. Jones for State aid. 
Referred to the committee on Claims. 

LoweU. Mr. Abbott presented a petition of the city of Lowell 
for authority to discontinue a free landing-place in said 
city. 

Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Severally sent doAvn for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
chariemont. Mr. Winn presented a petition of C. E . Cooley and 

another, selectmen of Chariemont, for a change in the law 
respecting damages caused by defects in highways. 

Butchers' Mr. Russell presented a petition of the Butchers' 
MdUMef«ngg Slaughtering and Melting Association for authority to 
Association. increase its capital stock, and for other purposes. 
MARY A. COBUM Mr. Swett presented a petition of Mary A. Coburn and 
etal8- others for the passage of a law for the protection of 

boarding-house keepers. 
Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Papers from the House. 
Brockton. A bill to supply the town of Brockton with pure water 

(011 the petition of C. R. Ford and others) ; and 



A bill to amend section 7 of chapter 217 of the Acts Taunton, 
of the year 1875, making the commissioners of the sink-
ing-funds of the city of Taunton trustees of the water-
loan sinking-fund (on the petition of the mayor of said 
city) were severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Reports that it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the joint special committee on Constitutional Amend- Sessions of the 

ments, on the order relative to limiting the duration of the Lcgislature-
sessions of the Legislature ; 

Of the committee on Prisons, on the list of pardons Pardons, 
granted by the Governor and Council in the year 1877 ; 
and 

A report of the joint special committee on Constitu- Perry NewMi 
tional Amendments, granting leave to withdraw, on the etal8 ' 
petition of Perry Newhall and others, were severally read, 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A bill to amend section 10 of chapter 375 of the Acts Mutual fire-m-
of the year 1872, relating to the organization of mutual »™«eomPa-
fire-insurance companies (on the communication from the 
Insurance Commissioner), was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

An abstract of certificates of corporations organized Abstract of cer. 
under the general laws of Massachusetts was referred to p^on"?c o r ' 
the joint special committee on Taxation. 

A bill to amend chapter 1G6 of the General Statutes, Public health, 
relating to offences against the public health, was read, 
and referred to the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage. 

A petition of Francis W. Stebbins and others, that the Francis w. 
bridge crossing the Connecticut River between Deerfield Stebbins-
and Montague may be made free, was referred to the com-
mittee on Roads and Bridges. 

A petition of Isaac W. Read and others for amendment Tsaac W . Read 
of the laws relative to the catching of menhaden in the e tal8 ' 
waters of the Commonwealth ; and 

A remonstrance of David H. Baker and others 'against seining in Buz. 
granting the right of seining in Buzzard's Bay above the zard'8 Uay" 
line now fixed by law, were referred to the committee on 
the Fisheries. 

A petition of the Lawrence English section of the So- Lawrence 
cialistic Labor Party for amendment of the ten-hour law, ^ ¡ " u c L a b o r 
so-called, was referred to the joint special committee on Part>'' 
the Labor Question. 
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A petition of H. B. Emerson and others, for a law in 
relation to the inspection of lime and lime-casks, was re-
ferred to the committee on Mercantile Affairs. 

A petition of the selectmen of Provincetown, that per-
sons may be prohibited from bringing liquors into towns for 
sale without license so to do, was referred to the commit-
tee on the Liquor Law. 

A petition of Thomas P. Carleton, for a law prohibiting 
the running of railroad trains on Sunday, was referred to 
the committee on Railroads. 

Petitions of, 
Job K. Anthony and others, 
George W. Prescott and others, 
Annie S. Higginson and others, and 
C. P. Aldrich and others, severally in aid of the preser-

vation of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

Petitions of, 
Clara Armstead and others, 
Susie C. Yogi and others, 
Joshua Nickerson and others, 
Mrs. M. J . Pearson and others, 
Hannah E. Stevenson and others, and 
Dr. J . H. Carty and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to the 
joint special committee on Woman Suffrage. 

Severally in concurrence. 

A petition of Franklin W. Smith and others, for an act 
of incorporation as the board of aid to Land Ownership, 
came up referred to the committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions; and the Senate non-concurred in the refer-
ence to said committee, and the same was referred to the 
committee on Agriculture. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on the 
Fisheries consider the expediency of so amending the 
laws as to futher regulate the use of weirs, seines, and 
nets in the waters of Vineyard Sound. 

Also, That the committee on Railroads consider the ex-
pediency of aiding the Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad 
Company in the construction of its railroad, by the donar 
tion of the Commonwealth's stock in the New York and 
New England Railroad Company. 



Also, That the committee on Railroads consider the s ta te Directors 
expediency of amending the laws relative to the selection infany°Kafid 

of State Directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad "»a Company. 
Company. 

The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bill ex- Land damages, 
tending the time for application to County Commissioners 
to estimate damages to land in certain cases, dismissed for 
want of such estimate, was read a second time, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The report on the resolutions concerning the remoneti- silver, 

zation of silver was considered; and, the question being 
taken on the acceptance thereof, it was carried in the 
negative; and, the question then being on certain amend-
ments proposed by Mr. Palmer to those proposed by the 
House to the resolutions, the vote was taken, and they 
were rejected; and the amendments proposed by the 
House were then adopted in concurrence. 

The report on the resolution relative to concurrent ibid, 
action by the governments of the United States, Great 
Britain, and France, concerning the remonetization of sil-
ver, was amended and accepted, and the resolution accord-
ingly indefinitely postponed. 

The House reports, Reports. 

On the order relative to the repeal of the law author-
izing a discount for the prompt payment of taxes ; and 

On the petition of Nahum Fisher, were severally ac-
cepted in concurrence. 

The bill to incorporate the Third Congregational Church Third Congreg-a-
™ . , 1 „ . , . , 1 tlonal Church in in Ohelsea was indefinitely postponed. Chelsea. 

The House bill to authorize the Pierce Academy in the pierce Academy 
town of Middleborough to hold additional real and per- ou^h.adlebor' 
sonal estate was read a third time, and passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 49 of the General survey of ium-

Statutes in relation to the inspection and survey of lum- i r ' 
ber, ornamental wood, and ship timber, was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The report on the petition of Maria J . Knight ; M a r i a j . K n i g h t . 

The resolve in favor of the Commissioners on Conta- Cattlei 
gious Diseases among Catt le; and 

The bill in relation to the returns of railroad corpora-



poaraUonsC°r" tions, were severally taken from the table, and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

andlafd'before f°H o w ing engrossed bills ( the first of which origi-
the governor. natecl in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were 

laid before the Governor for his approval, to w i t : — 
To change the name of the Vine-street Congregational 

Society in Boston. 
To confirm certain acts done by Henry E. Taintor of 

Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, as Commissioner 
for Massachusetts. 

To confirm certain acts done by Harvey Kirkland as a 
justice of the peace. 

In addition to an Act to establish a free bridge across 
the Connecticut River, between Springfield and West 
Springfield. 

To amend section 1 of chapter 1S9 of the Acts of the 
year 1877, concerning the boundary-line, in part, b.etween 
the towns of Medford and Maiden. 

To confirm the change of name of the South-Maiden 
Congregational Society, and the doings of and convey-
ances to and by the Everett Congregational Society. 

Appropriations. The Act making appropriations for the expenses of 
State Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, 
the State Primary School, the State Reform School for 
Boys, the State Industrial School for Girls, the State De-
tective Force, and for other purposes, was laid before the 
Governor for his approval. 

A petition of Marcella Wood (from the House), for 
State aid, was referred in concurrence to the committee 
on Claims. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , February 2 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

cuy physician An engrossed bill relating to the appointment of city 
physician in certain cities of the Commonwealth (which 
originated in the House) passed to be enacted, and was 
laid before the Governor for his approval. 

Boston. Mr. Gilbert, from the committee on Manufactures, on 
the petition of the mayor of Boston, reported 



A bill giving to the City Council of the City of Boston Boston, 
certain powers now vested in the Board of Engineers of 
said city; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re- County taxes, 
ported the resolve granting county taxes, without amend-
ment ; and the same was ordered to a second reading1. O 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on Probate w idows , 
and Chancery, on the bill for the protection of widows, 
reported that the same ought not to pass; and the bill was 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow on the ques-
tion of rejection. 

On motion of Mr. Coffin, 
Ordered, That the 20th joint rule be suspended so as to 20th joint rule, 

allow petitions, memorials, and applications embraced in 
the provisions of chapter 2 of the General Statutes, and 
chapter 91 of the Acts of the year 1862, to be presented 
on Monday, February 25, current, and considered during 
the present session of the Legislature. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Truell, 
Ordered, That the committee on Education consider the School Commit-

expediency of further legislation in relation to the expen- tee8' 
diture of money by the several school committees of the 
Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking Savings banks, 

consider whether any legislation is expedient in regard to 
savings banks. 

On motion of Mr. Winn, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Troy and Green- uoosac Tunnel 

field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel be, and they hereby are, Greenfield Kali 
instructed to consider what legislation, if any, is necessary road ' 
relative to the repeal or modification of any part of the 
77tli chapter of the Acts of 1875, or the substitution of 
any legislation for any part thereof. Also, relative to the 
powers, duties, or liabilities of the manager of said railroad 
and the expenses and methods of its management. Also, 
relative to the duties and obligations of railroad com-
panies, or railroads connecting with, operating, or using 
said railroad, and the officers and employes of said com-
panies relative to the railroad or its use. Also, relative to 
the relations of said companies and their employes to the 



Dwelling, 
houses. 

Commonwealth and its manager and the public, in matters 
pertaining to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad. 

On motion of the same Senator, 
Ordered, That the committee on Military Affairs con-

sider what legislation, if any, is necessary relative to the 
re-organization of the militia, the reduction of its expenses, 
or the promotion of its efficiency. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Coffin, on leave, introduced a bill relating to the 
exemption of dwelling-houses from taxation; and the 
same was read, and referred to the committee on Taxation. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Appropriations. Mr. Swett, on leave, introduced a bill making appropri-
ations for the expenses of the State Almshouse, the State 
Workhouse, the State Prisons, the State Primary School, 
the State Reform School for Boys, the State Industrial 
School for Girls, the State Detective Force, and for other 
purposes ; and the same was read, and referred to the com-
mittee on Public Charitable Institutions. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. Russell, on leave, introduced a bill relating to sales 

of real estate by executors, administrators, guardians, and 
trustees; and the same was read, and referred to the com-
mittee on Probate and Chancery. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop, 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 

inquire whether any further legislation is expedient relat-
ing to the settlement of the accounts of guardians and 
trustees in the probate court. 

The same Senator, on leave, introduced a bill to define 
the jurisdiction of probate courts to appoint guardians in 
the case of certain vacancies in such office, and to confirm 
certain appointments ; and the same was read, and referred 
to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Mr. Davol presented a petition of the trustees of the 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital, for an appropriation for the 
purpose of building a new laundry. 

Referred to the committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions. 

Executors, ad-
ministra tors,&c. 

Guardians and 
trustees. 

Probate courts. 

TauntonLunatic 
Hospital. 

John S. Martin 
et als. 

Mr. Gregory presented a petition of John S. Martin and 
others, that the County Commissioners of Essex County 



R. B. Forbes et 

may be authorized to lay out a road through a cemetery 
in Marblehead. 

Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Ropes presented a petition of S. R. Phinney and 

others, in aid of that of R. B. Forbes and others. 
Referred to the committee on Education. 
Mr. Hill presented a petition of Bartholomew Cusick, and cS2ek!°mew 

Mr. Brown, a petition of Thomas Mallory, severally for Thomas Maiiory 
State aid. 

Severally referred to the committee on Claims. 
Mr. White of Plymouth presented a petition of Gerard ®e

a
r^dC-Tobey 

C. Tobey and others in relation to the taking of black 
bass. 

Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 

The Senate bill to prevent the spreading of contagious 
diseases among domestic animals came up concurred, with 
an amendment striking out the third section thereof, and 
the amendment was adopted in concurrence. 

Bills 
To extend the time for applications for damages for land 

taken for the location of the Massachusetts Central Rail-
road (on the petition of the company) ; 

Relating to the attorney in this Commonwealth, of insu-
rance companies of other states and countries; 

Relating to dividends of joint-stock fire, marine, and 
fire-marine insurance companies (severally on the commu-
nication from the Insurance Commissioner), were sever-
ally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

A bill to protect witnesses testifying before the Legisla-
ture or legislative committees was read, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A resolve in favor of Company C, Eighth Regiment, 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (on the Governor's ad-
dress) was read, and referred to the committee on the Treas-
ury. 

A report of the committee on Claims, granting leave to 
withdraw, on the petition of Charles P. Brooks, was read, 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Expen-

Domestic ani-
mals. 

Sundry bills. 

Massachusetts 
volunteer mili-
tia. 

Charles P. 
Brooks. 

Pay of jurors. 
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ditures consider the expediency of such legislation as will 
reduce the pay of grand and traverse jurors in the courts 
of this Commonwealth. 

Also, That the committee on the Fisheries consider 
whether any legislation is necessary in regard to the fish-
eries in Green Harbor River in Marshfield. 

Also, That the committee on Insurance consider the ex-
pediency of authorizing mutual fire-insurance companies 
to accumulate a reserve fund, by issuing scrip in lieu of 
cash dividends. 

Also, That the same committee consider the expediency 
of providing for the collection of statistics in relation to 
fires and their causes in the Commonwealth. 

Also, That the committee on Labor consider the expedi-
ency of amending sections 6, 7, and 10 of chapter 214 of 
the Acts of the year 1877, so as to provide that the work 
of factory inspection, now done by state detectives, be 
performed by a special commission. 

Also, That the committee on Public Lands consider 
the expediency of conveying to the city of Boston, for 
improvement in connection with the public park in said 
city, a portion of the flats owned by the state, along the 
easterly and southerly line of d ia r ies River, between 
Craigie Bridge and junction of Brookline Avenue and 
Beacon Street. 

Also, That the committee on Railroads consider the 
expediency of a change in the method of assessing the 
cost of maintaining the Board of Railroad Commissioners. 

Also, That the committee on Taxation consider the 
expediency of exempting from taxation so much of the 
deposits in savings banks as are invested in mortgages. 

_ A petition of S. W. Carpenter and others, in relation to 
discount and interest on certain district taxes, was referred 
to the committee on Taxation. 

A petition of William E. Dunham, for a renewal of the 
charter of the Fall-River Street-Rail way Company, was 
referred to the committee on Street Railways. 

A petition of Benjamin Fay and others, that the bridge 
over the Connecticut River between Montague and Deer-
field may be made free of tolls, was referred to the com-
mittee on Roads and Bridges. 

A petition of H. W. Nelson, that the report of the Rail-
road Commissioners on the investigation into the affairs of 
the Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad Company, under a 
resolve of last year, be examined by the Legislature; and 



A petition of the Lowell and Lawrence Railroad Com- ^awren™Raii-
pany, for authority to extend its road in the city of Law- road company, 
rence, were referred to the committee on Railroads. 

A petition of Frederick Pope and others, for an Act f™fs
erick Pope 

authorizing the Land Commissioners to convey to the 
abutting owners certain land between Dartmouth and 
Clarendon Streets in Boston, was referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

A petition of the North Parish in Haverhill, in relation 
to the disposition of a portion of the ministerial fund of 
that parish, was referred to the committee on Parishes 
and Religious Societies. 

Petitions of 
Charles Baker and Company and others ; and 
Riddle Brothers and others, severally for a modification 

of the law relating to a re-survey of lumber, were referred 
to the committee on Mercantile affairs. 

A petition of G. H. Woods and others, that the leasing ®S
H-Wood8 et 

of convict labor may be prohibited, was referred to the 
committee on Labor. 

A petition of the New York and New England Railroad New York and r l i i i • • 5 , , . , , New England 
Company, tor a renewal ot the provisions granted m the Railroad Com-
year 1873, to drive piles on the westerly side of Fort-Point pany ' 
Channel, was referred to the committee on Harbors. 

A petition of John S. Higgins and others, that trawl- John s. Higgins 
fishing may be prohibited in Massachusetts Bay, was 
referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Petitions of 
S. Williams and others, and 
Peter Fay and others, severally in aid of the preserva- Meet" 

tion of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to the m° °usc 

committee on Federal Relations. 
Petitions of the mayor of the city of Boston, for an Act Boston, 

to incorporate the trustees of the public library of that 
city; 

Of the school committee of the city of Salem, for an Salem-
amendment of the act of 1876, chapter 52, relating to the 
employment of children ; and 

Of the Massachusetts Veterinary College, for authority Mnss- veteri-
to grant diplomas, were referred to the committee on Edu- n ' '° c° 
cation. 

A petition of Patrick McCarthy, for State aid, was Patrick McCar-
referred to the committee on Claims. UlJ' 

Tsorth Parish in 
Haverhill. 

Lumber. 
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A petition of Henry S. Gere and others, that the com-
pensation of jurors and state and county officers may be 
reduced, was referred to the committee on Expenditures. 

Petitions of Andrew Hall and others ; 
Eleanor A. Holmes and others; 
Galen Orr and others ; 
Mary B. Gates and others; and 
Augustus A. Sawyer and others severally, that the right 

of suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to the 
joint special committee on that subject. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Mer-

cantile affairs consider the expediency of amending section 
224 of the acts of 1870, relating to manufacturing corpo-
rations. 

_ On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, the bill to pro-
vide a further supply of water for the city of New Bedford 
was taken from the table, and the same Senator proposed 
an amendment as a substitute for the amendment pro-
posed therein by Mr. Beal; and the subject was placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Coffin, the vote by which the bill to 
incorporate the Third Congregational Society in Chelsea 
was indefinitely postponed, was reconsidered, and the bill 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To regulate the appointment of pilots for the port of 

Marblehead; 
To authorize the city of Newton to establish grades for 

drainage and sewerage in said city ; 
Making appropriations for certain educational expenses; 
To amend section 10 of chapter 375 of the acts of the 

year 1872, relating to the organization of mutual fire-
insurance companies; 

To supply the town of Brockton with pure water ; 
To amend section 7 of chapter 217 of the acts of the 

year 1875, making the commissioners of the sinking funds 
of the city of Taunton, trustees of the water-loan sinking 
f u n d ; and 

The resolve in favor of Timothy Murphy, were severally 
read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to regulate the practice of medicine and surgery 
in the State of Massachusetts was, in accordance with the 
report of the committee thereon, rejected. 



The Senate reports on the petitions of Reports. 
J . H. Ilathorne, and 
Samuel W. Winslow, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate report on the annual report of the inspector 
of gas and gas-meters was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House reports on the several orders relative to 
amending the Constitution respecting the sessions of the 
General Court ; and 

On the petition of Perry Newhall and others ; and 
On the list of pardons granted by the Governor and 

Council during the year 1877, were accepted in concur-
rence. 

The bill extending the time for application to county Land-damage 

commissioners to estimate damages to land in certain cases caBe8' 
dismissed for want of such estimate, was placed in the 
orders of the day for Tuesday next. 

The report on the petition of Maria J . Knight was con- Mariaj.Knight, 
sidered. Mr. Cate proposed a substitute therefor, which 
was rejected, and the report was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate resolve in favor of the Commissioners on cat t le commis. 

Contagious Diseases among Cattle was read a third time su>ner8' 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill in relation to the returns of railroad corpora- Railroad corpo-
j. * 1 rations. tions was passed over. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider County of Suf-

the expediency of providing for the appointment of an folk" 
officer in the county of Suffolk, whose duty it shall be to 
attend the sessions of the criminal courts in said county, 
and secure, so far as practicable, the placing upon proba-
tion such alleged criminals as, in his judgment, would be 
likely to reform without punishment. 

On motion of Mr. Coffin, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider An-es tonmesne 

the expediency of altering or amending the laws in rela- I"OLC'"!' 
tion to arrest on mesne process and execution. 



Innholders and 
victuallers. 

Personal 
actions. 

Insane women. 

Corporations. 

Certificates of 
lien. 

Forwarders and 
carriers. 

Franklin Rey-
nolds et als. 

Massachusetts 
Temperance 
Alliance. 

Charlemont. 

Charles Field et 
als. 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, 
Ordered, That said committee inquire whether any 

changes are needed in the laws in relation to innholders 
and victuallers. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, 
Ordered, That the same committee inquire if any mod-

ifications in section 6 of chapter 155 of the General Stat-
utes are necessary or expedient in relation to the limitation 
of personal actions. 

On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, 
Ordered, That said committee consider the expediency 

of making provision by law whereby the husband of an 
insane woman may be compelled to support her. 

Also, That said committee consider the expediency of 
so amending section 2 of chapter 375 of the acts of the 
year 1874, in relation to corporations, as to include in 
the provisions of that section associations for encouraging 
the breeding of poultry. 

On motion of Mr. Coffin, 
Ordered, That said committee consider the expediency 

of amending chapter 93 of the acts of 1877, so as to pro-
vide that certificates of lien shall not be recorded at length 
in the registry of deeds, but only filed and indexed ; or 
otherwise amend said act. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop, 
Ordered, That the same committee inquire whether any 

further legislation is expedient relating to actions against 
persons associated together otherwise than as a corpora-
tion, carrying on the business of forwarders or carriers. 

Mr. Gregory presented a petition of Franklin Reynolds 
and others, that the town of Marblehead may be author-
ized to appropriate money for a portrait of Benjamin 
Abbott, and the purchase of certain tablets. 

Mr. Sherman presented a petition of the Massachusetts 
Temperance Alliance for the establishment of a metro-
politan police for the city of Boston. 

Mr. Winn presented a petition of the selectmen of 
Shelburne in aid of that of the selectmen of Charlemont. 

Mr. Merriam presented a petition of Charles Field and 
others for the establishment of a district court in Northern 
Worcester. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Adjourned. 



MONDAY, F e b r u a r y 25, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Thursday was read. 
Mr. Beal, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, on Tisbury and 

the petition of the town of Tisbury, reported Edgartown. 
A bill to amend chapter 63 of the Acts of 1870, relating 

to the maintenance of Lagoon Bridge between the towns 
of Tisbury and Edgartown. 

Mr. Gogin, from the committee on Manufactures, on the American Moid-

petition of the American Molded Collar Company, re- pany . 

ported, 
A bill relating to the American Molded Collar Com-

pany. 
Mr. Gardner, from the committee on Probate and Chan- Bonds of execu-

eery, on the bill to amend chapters 93, 94,100, and 109 of tori" 
the General Statutes, relating to bonds of executors, ad-
ministrators, trustees, and guardians, reported the same in 
a new draft. 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, from the committee on Rail- Railroad corpo-

roads, on the order in relation to the subject, reported 
A bill relating to the increase of capital stock by rail-

road corporations ; and these bills were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Truell, from the committee on Mercantile Affairs, Collection of the 

on the bill to amend chapter 153 of the Acts of the year of good9' 
1875, authorizing the collection of the price of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, when sold in good faith, reported 
that the same ought to pass ; and it was ordered to a sec-
ond reading. 

Mr. Ely, from the committee on Public Charitable In- Tobacco fur-

stitution, on the bill to prohibit tobacco being furnished iiimatesof'tb« 
to the inmates of the State Almshouse and Workhouse housed'™8' 
at the expense of the State, reported that the same ought 
not to pass; and it was placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow on the question of rejection. 

A communication was received from the Attorney Gen- noston and̂ Ai-
eral in reply to certain inquiries in an order of the 11th in- company a°nd 
stant as to the rights of the Commonwealth in the matters the state" 
pending between the Commonwealth and the Boston and 
Albany Railroad corporation in regard to contracts of the 
years 1869 and 1873 ; and the same was referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. Coffin, from the committee on Taxation, on the 
petitions of the Lewis Wharf Company, and 

William S. Whitwell and others, and 
Mr. Sherman, from the committee on Mercantile Affairs, 

, on the petition of Mary F. Knowles and others, severally 
reported that the petitioners have leave to withdraw; and 
these reports were read, and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel 

and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad consider whether 
any legislation is necessary or expedient to authorize the 
Governor and Council to sell and dispose of certain parcels 
of real estate belonging to the Commonwealth in the towns 
of Adams and Florida. 

On motion of Mr. Ely, 
Ordered, That the committee on Agriculture consider 

what legislation, if any, is necessary to prevent trespass 
on land under tillage. 

Mr. Swett presented a petition of Otis B. Merrill and 
others for an amendment of the Constitution providing 
for biennial sessions of the Legislature and biennial elec-
tions of the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and other 
State officers. 

Referred to the joint special committee on that subje.ct. 
Mr. Burrage presented a petition of the city of Boston 

for the passage of an Act relieving said city from main-
taining any portion of the West Boston and Cragie's 
Bridges beyond the boundary-line of said city. 

Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Ropes presented a petition of H. K. Thatcher, in 

aid of that of R. B. Forbes and others. 
Referred to the committee on Education. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. B urrage presented a petition of the mayor of Bos-
ton, that the city council of said city may be authorized 
to establish by ordinance a board of Police Commissioners. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. White of Suffolk presented a petition of J . W. 
Sawtelle and others for an amendment of the General 
Statutes respecting the crime of embezzlement. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 



Mr. Brown presented a petition of Joseph A. Beauvais Joseph A . Beau-

and others for an Act of incorporation as the New-Bed-
ford Trust Company; and the same was referred, under a 
suspension of the 20th joint rule, to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Brown presented a remonstrance of George W. 8outh°Berk-

Kniffen and others against the establishment of a district shire, 
court for Southern Berkshire. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Russell, the statement of expenses of Expmsesoi 

the various boards and commissions in the Commonwealth commissions, 
during the last ten years was taken from the table, and 
referred to the committee on Expenditures, with instruc-
tions to consider whether reductions cannot be made in 
the cost of the same, by the abolition or consolidation 
thereof, or by modification of the laws by which they 
were created. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The statement of cost of State printing for twenty-eight s t a t e print ing, 

consecutive years, and the copy of the existing contract for 
State printing, was taken from the table, and referred to 
the committee on Printing. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill relating to the tender and offer of judgment in ^a
a°d;damage 

land-damage and lien cases was taken from the table ; 
whereupon Mr. Merriam proposed an amendment therein, 
and the bill was placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow, and the amendment ordered to be printed. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills 
To confer criminal jurisdiction upon certain municipal Bil18-

courts in Boston over the islands and waters of Boston 
Harbor; 

To amend section 2 of chapter 135 of the General Stat-
utes relating to the recovery of dower, were severally read, 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Trustees of Tu f t s College. 

Tuffe College (on the petition of the trustees of the 
same) was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

A report of the committee on Harbors, on the order in ĝ een Harbor 
relation to action under chapter 219 of the acts of last 
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year relative to Green Harbor Marsh in Marshfield, the 
same recommending an appropriation to carry out the pro-
visions of said act, was read, and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, in concurrence, That the committee on Rail-
roads consider what action the Legislature shall take in 
relation to the recommendations contained in the report of 
the State Directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Corporation; 

Also, That the committee on Mercantile affairs consider 
what change, if any, should be made in chapter 120 of the 
acts of 1869, in relation to the sale of cotton sewing-
thread ; 

Also, That the committee on Harbors consider what, if 
any, appropriation is necessary to meet the expenses of 
enforcing the provisions of chapter 303 of the acts of the 
year 1871, as provided in chapter 219 of the acts of 1877, 
in relation to Green Harbor Marsh in Marshfield; 

Also, That the committee on Expenditures inquire what 
action, if any, is expedient in relation to the reduction of 
the State expenditures; 

Also, That the committee on Banks and Banking con-
sider the expediency of a law permitting insolvent savings 
banks to continue business, after a reduction of the deposit 
account by an order of the courts; 

Also, That the committee on Education inquire into the 
expediency of so amending section 2 of chapter 52 of the 
acts of 1876, as to allow children under fourteen years of 
age to be employed in manufacturing establishments dur-
ing their first year's residence in this Commonwealth; 

Also, That the committee on Education consider 
whether any additional legislation is expedient with ref-
erence to the establishment of half-time day schools in 
the cities and towns of the Commonwealth; 

Also, That the committee on Water Supply and Drain-
age consider what further legislation, if any, is necessary 
to prevent the sale of tainted fish within the Common-
wealth. 

Petitions of 
Mary Curran of Boston, and 
Ellen Sweeney, severally for State aid ; and 
A petition of George White, judge of probate for the 

county of Norfolk, for compensation for services as judge 
of probate of the county of Suffolk during the vacancy 
caused by the death of Judge Ames ; and 

\ 



A petition of C. C. Conant, for compensation for ser- c. c. conam. 
vices as judge of probate for Hampden County ; and 

Petitions of Daniel J . Lewis and others; 
John A. Hawes and others ; and 
William D. Eldredge and others, severally that Samuel Samuel c-K e n 

C. Kenny, now dropped from the list, may again receive nuy' 
State a id; and 

xV petition of George Clapp and Frederick K. Ballou for George ciaPP 
compensation for building certain sea walls in Boston e t aL 

Harbor ; and 
A petition of the selectme n of Ashburnham, for reim- Ashburnham. 

bursement of money paid for armory ren t ; 
Petitions of the selectmen of Saudisfield, Otis, and Tol- Sandisfieid, 

land, severally for reimbursement for money expended in SSa.md To1' 
the building of the Lee and New-Haven Railroad, were 
severally referred to the committee on Claims. 

Petitions of 
R. N. Oakman and others; and N. oakman 
F. L. Burnham and others, severally that the toll-bridge e tal3 ' 

across the Connecticut River between Montague and Deer-
field may be made free ; and 

Petitions of 
Daniel Stevens and others ; and Daniel Stevens 
W. H. Dexter and others, severally that the act which e ta ls-

requires the extension of Foster Street in the city of 
Worcester may be repealed, were referred to the com-
mittee on Roads and Bridges. 

Petitions of Samuel Hamilton and others ; and p ( i 
Albert C. Butler and others, severally in aid of that Poughkeepsie 

of the Boston and Pougbkeepsie Railroad Company; and ^ ™ a d Com" 
A petition of Willard Marcy and others, for the repeal w i u a r d Marcy 

of the act of 1877, relating to railroad stations in Brook- e la l s ' 
line ; and 

A petition of George D. Eldredge and others, relative to Geo. D. EI-
railway stations in Newton ; and dredge etals" 

A petition of William II. Morse and others, for an act wiiiiam n. 
of incorporation as the Ashburnham Railroad Company; Morseetals-
and 

A petition of George C. Winchester in aid of the same ; ibid, 
and 

A petition of the New-York and New-England Railroad New-York and 
Company, for such legislation as the State may deem for KaUroadoJm-
its own interest as the principal stockholder in said com- pany ' 
pany, were severally referred to the committee on Railroads. 

A petition of the New-England Guard of the city of 
18 



New-England 
Guard of 
Boston. 

Raynham Co-
operative Boot 
and Shoe Com-
pany. 

State Temper-
ance Alliance. 

Joshua Bragdon 
et als. 

K. E. Ter ry et 
als. 

Woman suf-
frage. 

Old South Meet-
ing-House. 

Franklin W . 
Smith et als. 

Bills 

County taxes. 

Boston, for amendment of charter, was referred to the 
committee on Military affairs. 

A petition of the Raynham Co-operative Boot and Shoe 
Company, for an act dissolving the same, was referred to 
the committee on Manufactures. 

A petition of the State Temperance Alliance, for the 
establishment of a metropolitan police for the city of Bos-
ton, was referred to the committee on the Liquor Law. 

A petition of Joshua Bragdon and others, that the town 
of Danvers may be authorized to insure against losses by 
fire within its own limits, was referred to the committee 
oil Insurance. 

A petition of K. E. Terry and others, for the regulation 
of the taking of menhaden in Buzzard's Bay, was referred 
to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Petitions of Miriam Hovey and others, and 
E. W. Clement and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to the 
committee on that subject. 

Petitions of 
M. B. Whitney and others ; 
Henry W. Powers and others ; and 
S. Thayer and others, severally in aid of the preserva-

tion of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to the 
committee on Federal relations. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The petition of Franklin W. Smith and others came up 

non-concurred in the reference of the same to the commit-
tee on Agriculture ; and the Senate receded therefrom, and 
concurred in the reference thereof to the committee on 
Public Charitable Institutions. 

The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, 
Giving to the City Council of the City of Boston cer-

tain powers now vested in the Board of Engineers of said 
city; 

Relating to the attorney, in this Commonwealth, of 
insurance companies of other states and countries; 

To extend the time for applications for damages for land 
taken for the location of the Massachusetts Central Rail-
road ; 

Relating to dividends of joint-stock fire, marine, and 
fire-marine insurance companies; and 

The resolve granting county taxes, were severally read a 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 



Timothy Mur-
phy. 

The Senate report on the petition of Charles P. Brooks Charles p. 
W a S a c c e p t e d . Brooks. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to regulate the appointment of pilots Harbiehcad, 
for the port of Marblehead was read a third time, and port of' 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to authorize the city of Newton to Ne-wton. 

establish grades for drainage and sewerage in said city 
was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill making appropriations for certain educa- Appropriations. 
tional expenses was ordered to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

The Senate resolve in favor of Timothy Murphy was 
read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bills, 
To amend section 10 of chapter 375 of the Acts of the 

year 1872, relating to the organization of mutual fire-insur-
ance companies; 

To amend section 7 of chapter 217 of the Acts of the 
year 1875, making the commissioners of the sinking funds 
of the city of Taunton trustees of the water-loan sinking 
fund, were severally read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to supply the town of Brockton with pure water 
was read a third t ime; and, Mr. Bishop proposing an 
amendment therein, the same was passed over. 

The bill to provide a further supply of water for the 
city of New Bedford was further considered. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, 
for that proposed by Mr. Beal, was adopted ; and the bill 
was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill in relation to the returns of railroad corpora-
tions was ordered to be placed in the orders of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

The following engrossed bills ( the first two of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were 
laid before the Governor for his approval: to wit, — 

Bills enacted, 
and laid before 
the Governor. 



Relating to the conduct of the inmates of the Reforma-
tory Prison for Women, at Sherborn ; 

To provide for the printing of certain extra copies of 
the Savings-Bank Commissioners' Report; 

To prescribe the methods of electing boards of health 
in towns. 

A petition (from the House) of the Fitchburg R.R. Co., 
and the Vermont & Mass. R.R. Co., for leave to sell that 
part of their railroad which extends from Miller's Falls to 
Brattleboro, was referred in concurrence to the Commit-
tee on Railroads. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , February 26, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Payment for Mr. Abbott from the committee on Probate and Chan-
b u n a i purposes . ^ ^ Q n t h e r e la t ing to payment for burial purposes 

from the estates of deceased persons ; and 
W e s t Spring- Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, on the bill in relation to main drains and com-
mon sewers in the town of West Springfield, severally 
reported that the same ought to pass; and they were 
ordered to a second reading. 

Poor debtors. Mr. Coffin from the committee on the Judiciary, on the 
bill to amend section 9 of chapter 124 of the General 
Statutes, in relation to poor debtors, reported that the 
same ought not to pass ; and it was placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow, on the question of rejection. 

Railroad com- Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, from the committee on Rail-
roads, to whom was referred the bill to amend section 20 of 
chapter 372 of the Acts of the year 1874, relating to the for-
mation of railroad corporations ; also, an order in relation to 
the subject, reported the bill in a new draft under the title 
of " bill concerning the amount of capital stock required in 
the organization of railroad companies, and for other pur-
poses ; " and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ropes, 
Widows . Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 

consider the expediency of legislation to place a widow, at 
the decease of her husband, in the same position as the 
law now gives to the husband at the decease of his wife. 



Mr. Brown presented petitions of 
Norman W. Shores and others ; and 
E. G. Hale and others ; and 
Mr. Canfield, a petition of H. L. Plumb and others, sev-

erally in favor of the establishment of a district court for 
Southern Berkshire. 

Mr. Ewing presented a remonstrance of C. K. Sullivan 
and others, against any increase of tax upon dogs. 

Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. Barton presented a remonstrance of Stephen Salis-

bury and others, against the repeal of the Act relating to 
Foster Street in Worcester. 

Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Ewing presented a petition of Mrs. Lydia Hawley 

and others, that the right of suffrage may be granted to 
woman. 

Referred to the committee on that subject. 
Mr. Swett presented a petition of Warner R. Whittier 

and others, for an amendment of the Constitution provid-
ing for biennial sessions of the General Court and bien-
nial elections of State officers. 

Referred to the committee on Constitutional amend-
ments. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill fixing the time and place of holding probate 

courts in the county of Suffolk was read, and referred to 
the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

A bill to authorize the Boston and Lowell Railroad Cor-
poration to widen its freight bridge across Charles River 
(on the petition of the same) was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

A bill to provide for the punishment of drunkenness for 
the first and second offence was read, and referred to the 
committee on the Liquor Law in concurrence. 

Ordered, in concurrence, That the committee on Print-
ing consider the expediency of legislation to remove a 
doubt now existing as to the proper construction of the 
contract between the Commonwealth and Messrs. Rand, 
Avery & Co., in relation to " office blank-books " and other 
like documents. 

Also, That the committee on Insurance consider the 
expediency of obliging foreign insurance corporations 
doing business in this Commonwealth to file a bond cove-

District court 
for Southern 
Berkshire . 

C. C. Houghton 
et als. 
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Religious and 
other associa-
tions. 

Soldiers' Home. 

C. H. Read et 

Samuel J . But-
ler et als. 

Thomas P. 
Proctor . 

Old South Meet-
ing-House. 

Bills. 

nanting to pay without delay all judgments obtained by 
our citizens against them in the courts of the Common-
wealth. 

A bill to further amend an Act concerning associations 
for religious, charitable, educational, and other purposes, 
was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Insur-
ance. 

Petitions of 
Jerome Washburn and others; 
E. Brimhall and others ; and 
J . H. Giles and others, severally in aid of the establish-

ment of a soldiers' home in the Commonwealth, were re-
ferred to ¿he committee on Military affairs. 

A petition of Ezra Sawyer and others, in aid of that of 
C. H. Read and others, was referred to the committee on 
Taxation. 

Petitions of L. D. Tucker and others ; and 
N. L. Bicknell and others, in aid of the petition of 

Samuel Butler and others, for a division of the town 
of Edgartown, were referred to the committee on Towns. 

A petition of Thomas P. Proctor, for an amendment of 
the law relative to fire-insurance companies, was referred 
to the committee on Insurance. 

Petitions of George M. Bartol and others; and 
Charles W. Bush and others, severally in aid of the 

preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, were re-
ferred to the committee on Federal relations. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To amend chapter 63 of the Acts of 1870, relating to 

the maintenance of Lagoon Bridge between the towns of 
Tisbury and Edgartown ; 

Relating to the American Molded Collar Company; 
Relating to the increase of capital stock by railroad cor-

porations ; 
To amend an Act to incorporate the Trustees of Tufts 

College, were severally read a second time, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

The bills, 
To amend chapters 93, 94, 100, and 109, of the General 

Statutes, relating to bonds of executors, administrators, 
trustees and guardians; 

To amend chapter 153 of the Acts of the year 1875, 



authorizing the collection of the price of goods, wares, or 
merchandise, when sold in good faith ; 

Relating to the tender and offer of judgment in land-
damage and lien cases, were severally passed over. 

The bill extending the time for application to county Land-damage 
commissioners to estimate damages to land in certain cases, caBe8, 

dismissed for want of such estimate, was further consid-
ered ; and, Mr. Merriam proposing an amendment therein, 
the same was passed over, and the amendment ordered to 
be printed. 

The bill for the protection of widows was, in accord- Widows , 

ance with the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 
The bill to provide a further supply of water for the New Bedford, 

city of New Bedford was laid on the table. 
The House bills, Bills. 
To extend the time for applications for damages for 

land taken for the location of the Massachusetts Central 
Railroad ; 

Relating to the attorney, in this Commonwealth, of 
insurance companies of other states and countries ; 

Relating to dividends of joint-stock fire, marine, and 
fire-marine insurance companies, were severally read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill giving to the City Council of the City 
of Boston certain powers now vested in the Board of 
Engineers of said city was read a third time, and passed to 
be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House resolve granting county taxes was read a County taxes, 

third time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
The bill to supply the town of Brockton with pure Brockton, 

water was committed to the committee on the Judiciary. 
The Senate reports on the petitions of Repor ts . 

Mary F. Knowles and others ; and 
The Lewis Wharf Company and William S. Whitwell, 

were severally accepted. 
Sent clown for concurrence. 

The House report on the order relative to Green Harbor 
Marsh in the town of Marshfield was accepted in concur-
rence. 

The bill to prohibit tobacco being furnished to the 



Tobacco to in- inmates of the State Almshouse and Workhouse, at the 
mates of irtate ~ £ l j . . 

Almshouse. expense ot the otate, was passed over. 
Adjourned. 

Stat is t ics . 

Massachuse t t s 
V o l u n te r 
Mili t ia. 

P u b l i c water -
w o r k s . 

Officers of 
banks . 

W E D N E S D A Y , February 27 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Saunders, from the committee on Education, to 

whom was referred the report of the Board of Supervisors 
of Statistics, reported, 

A bill to provide for the collection and publication of 
statistics; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, reported 
a resolve in favor of Company C, Eighth Regiment Massa-
chusetts Volunteer Militia, without amendment; and it 
was ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Merriam, 
Ordered, That the committee on Judiciary consider the 

expediency of further legislation to protect public water-
works, and the land and reservoirs connected therewith, 
and the fish in such reservoirs, and all property belonging 
thereto, from trespass, injury, or destruction. 

On motion of the same Senator, 
Ordered, That the committee on Banks and Banking 

consider the expediency of prohibiting the officers of any 
bank, or any person emploj-ed in such bank, from acting as 
a notary public in protesting notes for said bank. 

Papers from the House. 
inspection of ^ jn r e lation to the inspection of factories and pub-
f a e t o n e s , ^cc. - i i c i 

lie buildings, and tor other purposes, was read, and referred 
in concurrence to the committee on Labor. 

Et'i,or:s- A report of the committee on Taxation, that it is inex-
pedient to legislate on the order relative to sales of liens 
on real estate by collectors of taxes ; and 

Reports, granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee on Manufactures, on the petition of 

William M. Childs and others; and 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petition of Timothy 

J . Burns, were severally read, and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 



Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Mercan- sa les of mer-

tile affairs consider what legislation is necessary in regard Son. 6 at 

to sales of merchandise at auction in this Commonwealth 
by persons not citizens thereof, and who pay no taxes here 
on such merchandise. 

A petition of the selectmen of Lancaster, for amend- Lancaster, 

ment of the law in relation to railroad crossings was 
referred to the committee on Railroads. 

A petition of Charles H. Hopkinson and others, for a Charles n. Hop-

repeal of the law relative to the taking of smelts in the m°ou c 11 s" 
Merrimack River, and for amendment of the law relative 
to the taking of shad therein, was referred to the com-
mittee on the Fisheries. 

Petitions of B. P. Davis and others ; oidsouth Meet-

James F. Hunnewell and others ; and ing-House. 

James Bradford and others, severally in aid of the pres-
ervation of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

A petition of G. M. Nash and others, for legislation to Dogs, 

diminish the number of dogs, was referred to the commit-
tee on Agriculture. 

Petitions of 
The Boston Section Socialistic Labor Party, and 
Joseph Grant and others, severally for the further pro- ¿°Beph Grant et 

tection of women and children in manufacturing estab-
lishments, were referred to the committee on Labor. 

A petition of G. A. Ashley and others, that retail deal-
ers in fish and oysters shall be required to obtain a license 
so to do ; and 

Petitions of 
J . II. Prescott and others ; 
Prat t & Co., 
Pierce and Carpenter; 
M. J . Hoblen and others ; and 
George Roundy and others, severally for amendment 

of the law relative to the re-survey of lumber, were sever-
ally referred to the committee on Mercantile affairs. 

Petitions of 
Albert II. Foster and others; 
George M. Newton and others; 
Edwin B}'croft and others ; 
W. E. Cook and others ; 
II. P. Fisher and others ; 
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Taxation of per-
sonal proper ty . 

Hay and straw. 

Plymouth Coun-
ty-

Constitution. 

International 
Whar f and 
Dock Company. 

Bills. 

Poor debtors. 

John Collins and others; 
Abner Greenwood and others ; 
S. S. Blodgett and others ; 
H. S. Trowbridge and others ; 
Samuel F. Fisher and others ; and 
S. H. Howe and others, severally for the establishment 

of a soldiers' home, were referred to the committee on Mili-
tary affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
Mr. Bishop, on leave, introduced a bill in relation to the 

taxation of personal property ; and the same was read, and 
referred to the committee on Taxation. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. El}', on leave, introduced a bill concerning the 
inspection and sale of hay and straw; and the same was 
read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. White of Plymouth, 
Ordered, That the committee on Judiciary consider the 

expediency of redistricting Plymouth county with refer-
ence to abolishing one or more of the district courts 
therein. 

Mr. Lynde presented a petition of Charles R. Ladd and 
others for an amendment of the Constitution, providing 
for biennial sessions of the General Court and biennial 
elections of state officers. 

Referred to the committee on Constitutional amend-
ments. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Notice was received from the House, that the Senate 
bill to incorporate the International Wharf and Dock 
Company in East Boston had been rejected by that branch. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
Relating to payments for burial purposes from the 

estates of deceased persons ; 
To authorize the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpora-

tion to widen its freight bridge across Charles River ; 
In relation to main drains and common sewers in the 

town of West Springfield, were severally read a second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to amend section 9 of chapter 124 of the General 
Statutes, in relation to poor debtors was, in accordance 
with the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 



The hill to amend chapter 63 of the Acts of 1870, relat- ^ W ^ a 
ing to the maintenance of Lagoon Bridge between the 
towns of Tisbury and Edgartown, was recommitted to 
the committee on Roads and Bridges. 

The bill relating to the American Molded Collar Com- Amjn^Moia-
pany was read a third time; and the title having been pany. 
amended by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading, 
so that it should read as follows: "Bi l l to enable the 
American Molded Collar Company to reduce the par value 
of its shares of capital stock," the same was passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill relating to the increase of capital stock by rail- Railroad corpo-

road corporations was read a third time, amended in the ra lona' 
title by substituting therefor the following: " Bill to 
enable stockholders in railroad corporations to subscribe 
for additional stock upon an increase thereof," and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Biiis. 

Trustees of Tufts College was read a third time, and 
passed to be engross'ed in concurrence. 

The bill in relation to the returns of railroad corpora-
tions was recommitted to the committee on Railroads. 

The bills, 
To amend chapters 93, 94, 100, and 109, of the General 

Statutes, relating to bonds of executors, administrators, 
trustees, and guardians; 

Concerning the amount of capital stock required in the 
organization of railroad companies and for other purposes, 
were severally passed over. 

The bill to prohibit tobacco being furnished to the 
inmates of the State Almshouse and State Workhouse, at 
the expense of the State, was, in accordance with the 
report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The bill to amend chapter 153 of the Acts of the year 
1875, authorizing the collection of the price of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, when sold in good faith, was ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill relating to the tender and offer of judgment in 
land-damage and lien cases was further considered, and 



the amendment proposed therein by Mr. Merriam was 
adopted. 

Mr. Coffin proposed a further amendment therein, pend-
ing the consideration of which the orders of the day were 
laid on the table. -

Bills enacted The following engrossed bills (the first three of which 
ttedGovernor" originated ill the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were 

laid before the Governor for bis approval, to wi t : —• 
To prevent the spreading of contagious and infectious 

diseases among domestic animals. 
To authorize cities and towns to furnish pupils in the 

public schools with stationery; 
Concerning the distribution of the ministerial fund in 

the town of Lanesborough ; 
To incorporate the Third Congregational Church in 

Chelsea ; 
To incorporate the Lee Water Company ; 
To authorize the Peirce Academy, in the town of Mid-

dleborough, to hold additional real and personal estate. 
Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , February 28, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

i i a rb iehead . Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the petition of Franklin Reynolds and others, reported, 

A bill to authorize the town of Marblehead to raise and 
appropriate money for a portrait of Benjamin Abbot, and 
for other purposes. 

united Presby. The same Senator, from the same committee, on the 
Nor th America. 

petition of the Trustees of the United Presbyterian 
Ch urch of North America, reported a bill to authorize said 
church to hold real estate in Massachusetts. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on an 
order in relation to the subject, reported, 

A bill to amend an Act relating to public warehouses. 
And these bills were severally read, and ordered to a 

second reading'. 
Mr. Coffin, from the committee on the Judiciary, 

reported the bill relating to the water-loan sinking funds in 
the towns of Maiden, Medford, and Melrose, without 

Public ware-
houses. 

Maiden, Med-
ford , and Mel-
rose. 



amendment: and the same was ordered to a second read-
ing. 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Harbors, on the annual gnT-^te? 
report of the Harbor Commissioners, reported, displaced. 

A bill in relation to compensation for tide-water dis-
placed ; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Ewing, on leave, introduced a bill relative to false False pubiica-

publications by officers of incorporated companies; and 
Mr. Bishop a bill to extend the law enabling the courts Questions of 

to report questions of law for the determination of the 
Supreme Judicial Cour t ; 

And these bills were severally read, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Gregory, 
Ordered, That the committee on Agriculture inquire into Commercial 

the expediency of amending chapter 206 of the acts of fcrtiUzel's-
1874, relating to the sale of commercial fertilizers. 

\ Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Greater security 

the expediency of amending chapter 206 of the acts of o 1 ' e ot' 
1877, so as to give greater security to the ballot. 

On motion of Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, 
Ordered, That the committee on Taxation inquire Taxation of 

whether any legislation is expedient in relation to the t rus t Pr0Perty-
taxation of trust property and the provisions for the 
collection of the same. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol presented a petition of Charles Samuel But ie r 

F. Allen and others, in aid of that of Samuel Butler and o t u k ' 
others. 

Referred to the committee on Towns. 

Mr. Palmer presented a petition of Theodore Lyman George T . Bige-

and others, in aid of that of George T. Bigelow and others. lowetalB-
Referred to the committee on Taxation. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Brown presented a petition of Reuben Pierce and District court 

others in favor of, and a remonstrance of John C. Smith Berkshire?10 
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and others against, the establishment of a district court for 
southern Berkshire. 

Severally referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Papers from the House. 
A resolve in favor of Bridget Murphy was referred, in 

concurrence, to the committee on Military affairs. 
A bill authorizing the Eastern Railroad Company to 

make leases or other running contracts with railroads out 
of the Commonwealth (on the petition of the same) was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

A bill in further addition to an act making appropria-
tions for the maintenance of the government during the 
present year was read and referred to the committee on 
the. Treasury. 

Bills, 
To amend an act authorizing towns to provide for the 

removal of snow and ice from the sidewalks ; 
To revise the Builders' Loan and Fund Corporation, for 

certain purposes, were severally read, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Ordered, in concurrence, That the committee on Taxation 
consider the expediency of amending section 5, chapter 
11, General Statutes, so that the real and personal prop-
erty of incorporated agricultural societies shall not be 
exempt from taxation ; 

Also, That the committee on fisheries consider the expe-
diency of changing Section 2, Chapter 208, of the Acts 
of the year 1876, relative to the location of seines in the 
Taunton Great River; 

Also, That the committee on Mercantile affairs consider 
the expediency of amending the laws relative to sales of 
merchandise by auction or otherwise in cities and towns 
where no tax is paid on such merchandise. 

That the committee on Labor consider the expediency 
of amending section 2 of chapter 221 of the acts of the 
year 1874, relative to hours of labor in manufacturing 
establishments, by striking out the word " wilfully," 
wherever the same occurs, and inserting the words, " or 
permits to be employed," after the word " employs " in 
the second and sixth lines of said section. 

Petitions of 
S. H. Baker and others; and 



Old South Meet. 
ing-House. 

W o m a n suf-
frage. 

George Tyler Bigelow and others, severally in aid of 
that of the Massachusetts Fish and Game Protective Asso-
ciation, were referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Petitions of 
David B. Hagar and others ; and 
John D. Washburn ; and 
Washburn and Company and others, severally in aid 

of the preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, were 
referred to the committee on Federal relations. 

Petitions of 
Lucella H. Billings and others ; 
M. J . C. Russell and others ; 
Mary C. Paddock and others ; 
Amelia G. Russell and others ; and 
S. A. Newell and others, severally in aid of granting 

the right of suffrage to woman, were referred to the joint 
special committee on that subject. 

Petitions of ' Manufacturing 
~ . T T -, -, establishments. 
Robert Howard and others ; 
John Hill and others ; 
Margaret Twigg and others ; and 
William Cosgrove and others, severally for further legis-

lation for the protection of women and children in manu-
facturing establishments, were severally referred to the 
joint special committee on Labor. 

Petitions of Re-survey of 

Charles E. Redfern and others ; 
A. S. Stearns and others ; 
David P. Davis and others ; 
Charles A. Poolt and others ; 
J. W. L. Wilbur and others ; 
The Glendon Co. ; 
F. H. Buck and others ; 
Swett & Co. and others ; 
Swazey and Warner ; and 
Francis Buttrick and others, severally for amendment 

of the law relative to the re-survey of lumber, were re-
ferred to the committee on Mercantile affairs-

Petitions of Soldiers' Home 

Arthur Fenner and others ; 
E. B. Berry and others ; 
Frank Murphy and others ; 
Emerson Stone and others ; 
J. C. Clark and others ; 



Constitution. 

Land-damage 
cases. 

Land damages. 

Bonds of execu-
tors et als. 

Massachusetts 
Voiunteer 
Militia. 

Statistics. 

Payments for 
burial purposes . 

Collection of the 
price of orna-
mental wood, 
etc. 

Boston and 
Lowell Railroad 
Company. 

John Welch and others ; 
J . H. Palmer and others ; 
L. Harris and others ; 
S. N. Noyes and others ; and 
P. O'Meara Edson and others, severally for the estab-

lishment of a soldiers' home, were severally referred to the 
committee on Military affairs. 

Notice was received from the House that the Senate 
" Resolve providing for an amendment to the Constitution 
to permit the division of towns into election districts," 
had been rejected by that branch. 

The orders of the clay were taken up, and the unfinished 
business of yesterday : bill, 

Relating to the tender and offer of judgment in land-
damage and lien cases ; and 

The bills, 
Extending the time for application to county commis-

sioners to estimate damages to land in certain cases dis-
missed for want of such estimate ; 

To amend chapters 93, 94, 100, and 109, of the General 
Statutes, relating to bonds of executors, administrators, 
trustees, and guardians ; and 

The resolve in favor of Company C, Eighth Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia were severally passed 
over. 

The bill to provide for the collection and publication of 
statistics was referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

The Senate bill relating to payments for burial purposes 
from the estates of deceased persons was read a third time, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 153 of the acts of the 

year 1875, authorizing the collection of the price of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, when sold in good faith, was read a 
third time, amended in the title by substituting therefor 
the following, to wit : " bill to authorize the collection of 
the price of ornamental wood, timber and lumber sold by 
unsealed measures, or measured by unsworn measurers," 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bills, 
To authorize the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpora-

tion to widen its freight bridge across Charles River ; 



In relation to main drains and common sewers in the w e s t Spr ing , 

town of West Springfield, were severally read a third time, flcld-
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill concerning the amount of capital stock required ^ ™ d c o m 

in the organization of railroad companies, and for other 
purposes, was re-committed to the committee on Railroads. 

The House reports, 
On the order relative to sales of liens on real 'estate by Liens on real 

collectors of taxes; and 
On the petitions of 
William M. Childs and others ; and H . CMUS 

Timothy J . Burns, were severally accepted in concur- TIMOTHY J. 
rence. B u r n s e t a l s . 

An engrossed bill to amend section 7 of chapter 217 of T a u n t o n , 

the acts of the year 1875, making the commissioners of 
the sinking funds of the city of Taunton trustees of the 
water-loan sinking fund (which originated in the House) 
passed to be enacted, and was laid before the governor 
for his approval. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, M a r c h 1, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Truell from the committee on Mercantile affairs, on 

the order in relation to the subject, and a petition of II. and llme" 
B. Emerson and others, reported, 

A bill to amend chapter 49, of Section 122, of the Gen-
eral Statutes, in relation to inspection and sale of lime and 
lime-casks; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Claims, O n J o h n P . Sawin . 

the petition of John P. Sawin, reported, 
A resolve in favor of John P. Sawin ; and the same was 

read, and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the S ta te P r i son . 

Judiciary, on the bill relating to the removal of the in-
mates of the State Prison from Boston to Concord ; and 

On the bill to extend the time during which the city of W o r c e s t e r . 

Worcester is authorized to lay out a public park, and to 
establish and maintain a reservoir, severally reported that 
said bills ought to pass ; and they were ordered to a sec-
ond reading. 
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