
In relation to main drains and common sewers in the w e s t Spr ing , 

town of West Springfield, were severally read a third time, flcld-
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill concerning the amount of capital stock required ^ ™ d c o m 

in the organization of railroad companies, and for other 
purposes, was re-committed to the committee on Railroads. 

The House reports, 
On the order relative to sales of liens on real 'estate by Liens on real 

collectors of taxes; and 
On the petitions of 
William M. Childs and others ; and H . CMUS 

Timothy J . Burns, were severally accepted in concur- TIMOTHY J. 
rence. B u r n s e t a l s . 

An engrossed bill to amend section 7 of chapter 217 of T a u n t o n , 

the acts of the year 1875, making the commissioners of 
the sinking funds of the city of Taunton trustees of the 
water-loan sinking fund (which originated in the House) 
passed to be enacted, and was laid before the governor 
for his approval. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, M a r c h 1, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Truell from the committee on Mercantile affairs, on 

the order in relation to the subject, and a petition of II. and llme" 
B. Emerson and others, reported, 

A bill to amend chapter 49, of Section 122, of the Gen-
eral Statutes, in relation to inspection and sale of lime and 
lime-casks; and the same was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Claims, O n J o h n P . Sawin . 

the petition of John P. Sawin, reported, 
A resolve in favor of John P. Sawin ; and the same was 

read, and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the S ta te P r i son . 

Judiciary, on the bill relating to the removal of the in-
mates of the State Prison from Boston to Concord ; and 

On the bill to extend the time during which the city of W o r c e s t e r . 

Worcester is authorized to lay out a public park, and to 
establish and maintain a reservoir, severally reported that 
said bills ought to pass ; and they were ordered to a sec-
ond reading. 
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Mr. Merriam, from the same committee, on the petition 
of the town of Lexington, reported, 

A bill relating to the payment of certain costs and ex-
penses by the town of Lexington ; and the same was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley, 
Ordered,. That the committee on Prisons consider the 

expediency of providing by statute, that when religious 
books are provided and furnished at the expense of the 
state or county, to penal or charitable institutions, there 
shall be included among the books so furnished, those 
representing the religious faith of the different leading 
denominations : to the end that no sectarian distinction 
shall be maintained in the public institutions of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Merriam, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Fisheries consider 

the expediency of providing that selectmen of towns may 
perform the duties now devolving upon county commis-
sioners, in measuring ponds for certain purposes under 
the provisions of law. 

On motion of Mr. Winn, 
Ordered, That the committee on Education consider 

what legislation, if any, is necessary relative to the distri-
bution of moneys raised for the support of schools. 

On motion of Mr. Gilbert, 
Ordered, That the committee on Manufactures consider 

the expediency of amending chapter 88 of the General 
Statutes, sections 33 to 45 inclusive, relating to steam 
engines, furnaces and boilers. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde, 
Ordered, That the committee on Printing consider the 

expediency of further legislation upon the manner and 
cost of printing legislative and other public documents 
and the Reports of the various State boards. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Lynde presented a petition of J. A. Allen and 
others, for the more effective protection of our native birds. 

Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Bishop, 
Ordered, That the committee on Probate and Chancery 



inquire whether it is expedient to provide by law, for the Account» of 

annual or other periodical examination of the accounts i^S?" ttnd 
/ » , . # y l id! (lKlllH. 

ot trustees and guardians in the probate courts, with a 
view to the safety of instruments by them and the protec-
tion of the property in their hands. 

Also, That said committee inquire whether any further Foreign wills, 
legislation is needful as to the proof and allowance of for-
eign wills in this State ; 

Also, That the same committee inquire whether any insolvent 
further legislation is expedient relative to the distribution CBtatC8' 
of insolvent estates, so as to provide for claims accruing 
after the distribution of the assets of such estates. 

On motion of Mr. Winn, 
Ordered, That the same committee consider what legis- Appeals , servic. 

lation, if any, is necessary relative to the service of attested °Lc°pj'3 of reo 
• P i 1 n ^ i »ULlb (JI. 

copies ot the reasons of appeal, filed in the probate office, 
in cases of appeals to the Supreme Judicial Court. 

On motion of Mr. Ivnowlton of Bristol, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Arres t of wo-

whether any modification is expedient in the laws relating menonme8nl? 
toJ i , ^ o process. the arrest of women on mesne process or execution. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop, 
Ordered, That the same committee inquire whether any Filing of 

furth er legislation is expedient relating to the fi 1 i n o f caveat8' 
caveats for record in the registry of deeds. 

On motion of Mr. Merriam, 
Ordered, That the committee on the Judiciary consider Town and city 

the expediency of legislation requiring city and town givc 

clerks to give bonds for the faithful discharge 'of the duties 
of their offices. 

On motion of the same senator, 
Ordered, That the same committee consider the expe- set-off 

diency of amending section 22 of chapter 130 of the Gen-
eral Statutes in relation to set-off. 

On motion of Mr. Winn, 
Ordered, That said committee consider and report what Rights of p u » 

legislation, if any, is necessary relative to the rights of p o ™ n ^ e o i 
purchasers, under power of sale of mortgages, to the pos-
session of the premises conveyed to them by law ; 

Also, That the said committee consider whether any s ta tements of 
further legislation is needful relating to inferences of fact ^ in a(;,ionB 

to be drawn from agreed statements of fact in actions at aUaW ' 
law; 
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Also, That said committee consider what legislation, if 
any, is necessaiy relative to the re-conveyance, to original 
owners, of real estate sold for payment of taxes, and pur-
chased on behalf of towns or cities on payment of taxes 
and costs ; and relative to the evidence of such re-convey-
ance; 

Also, That said committee consider what legislation, if 
any, is necessaiy relative to the rights of creditors or 
others, as to the disposal of any surplus money remaining 
after sale of property under power-of-sale mortgages. 

Mr. Day, on leave, introduced a bill requiring city and 
town clerks to furnish bonds; ancl the same was read, 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Canfield presented a petition of P. C. Langdon and 
others, in aid of the bill to establish a new district court 
in Southern Berkshire. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciarv. 

Evangelical -
Baptis t Benevo-
lent Missionary 
Society. 

Worcester 
County com-
missioners. 

Hardwick. 

Hours of labor. 

Inez Snowe ta l s . 

Medicine and 
pharmacy in 
Boston. 

Papers from the House. 

A bill to amend the Act incorporating the Evangelical 
Baptist Benevolent and Missionary Society (on the order 
in relation to the taxation of the property known as Tre-
mont Temple) was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

A bill concerning the re-location of streets ancl ways in 
the city of Boston was read, and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize the county commissioners of Worces-
ter County to borrow money for certain purposes was read, 
and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

A resolve in favor of the town of Hardwick was read, 
and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Reports of the committee on Labor, 
That it is inexpedient to legislate on the order relative 

to amending chapter 221 of the acts of 1874, concerning 
hours of labor in manufacturing establishments; and 

Granting leave to withdraw, on the petition of Inez 
Snow and others, were severally read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, in concurrence, That the committee on Water 
Supply ancl Drainage consider the expediency of legislation 
relative to regulating the practice of medicine and phar-
macy in the city of Boston. 



School F u n d . 

Also, That the committee on Mercantile affairs consider Manufacture 
the expediency of regulating by law the manufacture and hoops', 
sale of hoops. 

Also, That the committee on Taxation inquire what ^^pu^dand 
legislation, if any, is necessary in relation to the taxation loan associa-O . . • t.i r\ rt a 
of co-operative saving fund and loan associations. 

Also, That the committee on Education consider what, 
if any, changes are expedient in chapter 142 of the acts of 
1865, relative to withholding the annual income of the 
school fund from such cities and towns as fail to comply 
with the laws of the State. 

Also, That the committee on Expenditures consider the Boards and 
, . ' , . . j . j—, , Commissions. 

expediency ot devolving upon the Governor and council 
the duties now required of any or all of the boards or 
commissions of the Commonwealth, and of abolishing said 
boards or commissions. 

Also, That the committee on Public Charitable Institu- T ramps , 

tions, which has under consideration the subject of tramps, 
be authorized to report in print. 

A petition of Rev. Dr. Gordon and others, for a repeal Liquor law. 

of the license law, and re-enactment of the prohibitory 
law, was referred to the committee on the Liquor Law. 

Petitions Of Old South Meet-

J. Martin Graham and others ; tag-House. 
C. Minot Weld and others ; 
H. S. Brown and others ; 
E. A. Horton and others ; and 
J . Laselle and others, severally in aid of the preserva-

tion of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to the 
committee on Federal relations. 

A petition of William E. Barnes and others, in aid of p™4™ and. 
that of the Boston and Poughkeepsie Railroad Company, Railroad Com-

was referred to the committee on Railroads. pany ' 
Petitions of Sold iers 'Home. 

Edwin M. Norton and others ; 
Oscar S hum way and others ; 
Dexter Burnett and others ; 
Charles B. Beckwith and others; 
L. H. Hopkinson and others; 
II. H. Joy and others ; 
O. S. Paige and others ; and 
C. W. Green and others, severally for the establishment 

of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts, were referred to the 
committee on Military affairs. 



Woman suf- Petitions of 
fragc' R. A. Newell and others ; 

Sarah D. Knowles and others ; 
Henry II. Barber and others ; and 
H. M. Phillips and others, severally that the right of 

suffrage may be granted to woman, were referred to the 
committee on that subject. 

Biils- The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
In relation to compensation for ticle-water displaced ; 
To authorize the Trustees of the United Presbyterian 

Church of North America to hold real estate in Massachu-
setts ; 

To authorize the town of Marblehead to raise and appro-
priate money for a portrait of Benjamin Abbot, and for 
other purposes; 

Authorizing the Eastern Railroad Company to make 
leases, or other running contracts with railroads out of 
the Commonwealth ; 

Relating to the water-loan sinking funds in the towns of 
Maiden, Medford, and Melrose, were severally read a sec-
ond time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The resolve in favor of Company C, Eighth Regiment 
Massachusetts Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, was read a third time, 
\ olunteer Mill- i i ^ i t • tia. and passed to be engrossed m concurrence. 

The bill relating to the tender and offer of judgment in 
land-damage and lien cases was considered, and the amend-
ment proposed therein by Mr. Coffin adopted. 

Mr. Ely proposed a further amendment therein, and the 
bill was passed over. 

The bill extending the time for application to county 
commissioners, to estimate damages to land in certain cases 
dismissed for want of such estimate, was further consid-
ered ; the amendment proposed therein by Mr. Merriam 
was withdrawn, and the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to amend chapters 93, 94, 100, and 109, of the 
General Statutes, relating to bonds of executors, adminis-
trators, trustees, and guardians, was amended, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill to amend an act relating to public warehouses 
was passed over. 

Hoosac Tunnel A message was received from the Governor, transmit-
and Troy and t j n g a u n u a i report of the, manager of the Hoosac 

Land damages. 

Bonds of exec-
utors et als. 

Public Ware -
houses. 



Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad ; and the Greenfield Rail-

same was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
The following engrossed bills ( the first of which origi- Bins enacted 

nated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were laid "be Governor? 
before the Governor for his approval, to wi t : — 

To amend chapter 190 of the Acts of the year 1872, 
relating to the alewife and other fisheries in the towns of 
Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, and 
Halifax; 

Making appropriations for certain educational expenses; 
To amend section 10 of chapter 375 of the Acts of the 

year 1872, relating to the organization of mutual fire-
insurance companies. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde, 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet Adjournment , 

on Tuesday next at two o'clock, P.M. 
Adjourned. 

Barnstable 
County, com-
missioners of. 

T U E S D A Y , March 5, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 

whom was referred the petition of the County Commis-
sioners of the County of Barnstable, reported, 

A bill to enable the commissioners of Barnstable County 
to borrow money for the purpose of constructing a jail and 
house of correction in said county and for other purposes ; 
and the same was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re- Appropriation 
ported the bill in further addition to an act making appro-
priations for the maintenance of the government during 
the present year without amendment; and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Ivnowlton of Bristol presented a petition of F. A. 
Milliken and others, in aid of that of Alanson Borden and 
others. 

Referred to the committee on Railroads. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Brown presented remonstrances of District court 
Auren Smith and others ; for southern ' Berkshire . 

Alanson Bor-
den et als. 



J. H. Rowley and others ; and 
J . I/. Dodge and others, severally against; and 
Mr. Canfield, a petition of Edward McDonald and others 

in aid of, the abolition of the District Court for Southern 
Berkshire. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Insurance 
agents. 

Reports 

Attendance of 
children at 
school. 

Forests . 

Fees paid to 
public officers. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill relating to insurance agents and brokers was 

read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Bills, 
Relating to the supervision of co-operative saving fund 

and loan associations (on the special report of the Insur-
ance Commissioner) ; 

Concerning mutual marine and mutual fire and marine 
insurance companies (on the same as above) ; 

To authorize the city of Newton to lay and maintain a 
main drain in the town of Watertown (on the petition of 
said city) ; 

In relation to signs at railroad crossings (on the report 
of the Railroad Commissioners) ; were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, of the com-
mittee on Insurance; 

On the order relative to requiring bonds of insurance 
companies instead of their agents ; and 

On the order relative to amendment of chapter 141 of 
the Acts of the year 1873 relative to the taxation of insur-
ance companies ; and 

Reports, granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee on the Fisheries, on the petition of 

A. C. Fish and others; and 
Of the committee on Railroads, on the petition of Briggs 

Mann and others, were severally read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, in concurrence, That the committee on Educa-
tion consider what, if any, change is expedient in chapter 
279, of the Acts of 1873, relative to the attendance of chil-
dren at school. 

Also, That the committee on Agriculture consider the 
expediency of legislation for the preservation and growth 
of forests and the encouragement thereof; 

Also, That the committee on Expenditures consider the 
expediency of providing b}r law, that clerks of courts, and 



other public officers receiving fees, be paid regular salaries, 
and that all fees be paid into the public treasuries. 

Petitions of 
William I. Bowditch and others; 
Nathaniel A. Newton and others ; and 
S. B. Phinney and others, severally in aid of the preser-

vation of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred to 
the committee on Federal relations. 

Remonstrances of 
E. C. Howard and others ; 
Isaac N. Keith and others ; and 
Samuel Fessenden and others, severally against any 

change in the law relative to seining in Buzzard's Bay, 
were referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Petitions of 
E. T. Harwell and others ; 
John W. Chandler and others ; 
F. M. Stone and others ; 
E. P. Clark and others ; 
N. A. Greenwood and others ; 
W. H. H. Bryant and others ; 
Arthur H. Batchelder and others ; 
William F. Draper and others ; 
Wesley A. Gove and others ; 
John D. Currier and others ; 
Henry H. Fisher and others ; 
II. A. Hammond and others ; 
Henry Harlow and others; 
J . B. Fairbanks and others ; 
R. C. Waterman and others ; and 
William H. Cushman and others, severally for the estab-

lishment of a Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, were re-
ferred to the committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 

Old South Meet-
iug-house. 

Seining in Buz-
zard's Bay. 

Soldiers' Home. 

The following engrossed bills ( the first of which origi- BUIS enacted 
-i- I , ,% „ ... J _ j 1 i •; nnrl 1 nirl 1-ir.fn nated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit : — 

To extend the time for commencing and completing the 
Cape-Cod Ship Canal, and to reduce the capital stock of 
the company ; 

Relating to dividends of joint-stock fire, marine, and 
fire-marine insurance companies ; 

Relating to the attorney, in this Commonwealth, of insur-
ance companies of other states and countries ; 

To extend the time for applications for damages for 

and laid before 
the Governor. 



land taken for the location of the Massachusetts Central 
Railroad. 

Resolves passed, The following engrossed resolves (both of which origi-
thc (lovcrnor>.r!' nated in the House) passed, and, with the above-named 

bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit : 
Granting county taxes, 
In favor of Abby A. Dike. 

n e a t h of Hon. Mr. Ely announced the death of Hon. Henry Francis 
BarkerFrancis Barker, member of the Senate from the First Norfolk Dis-

trict, which took place at Quincy on Saturday last at nine 
and one-half o'clock, A.M. 

Thereupon, on motion of the same senator, it was or-
dered, that a committee of three be appointed, to consider 
and report what action the Senate should take in reference 
to the decease of the Hon. Henry Francis Barker, member 
of the Senate from the First Norfolk District. 

And Messrs. Ely, Holmes, and Ropes were appointed 
said committee. 

The Senate thereupon adjourned. 

"Worcester 
County. 

Boston Harbor. 

Recovery of 
dower. 

Builders ' Loan 
and F u n d Cor-
poration. 
Protection of 
witnesses before 
the Legislature. 

W E D N E S D A Y , March 6, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, reported 

the bill to authorize the County Commissioners of Worces-
ter County to borrow money for certain purposes ; and 

The resolve in favor of the town of Hardwick, severally 
without amendment; and 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bills, 

To confer criminal jurisdiction upon certain municipal 
courts in Boston over the islands and waters of Boston 
Harbor ; 

To amend section 2 of chapter 135 of the General 
Statutes, relating to the recovery of dower; and 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from said committee on the 
bills, 

To revive the Builders' Loan and Fund Corporation for 
certain purposes ; 

To protect witnesses testifying before the Legislature, 
or before legislative committees ; and 



A . L. Murdock 
et als. 
L . E . Lane et 
als. 

Agricul tural So-
cieties. 

Mr. Brown from the same committee, on the relating to Bail or sureties, 
surrender by bail or sureties in certain cases, severally 
reported that said bill ought to pass; and they were or-
dered to a second reading:. 

Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, on the 
petitions of 

Albert L. Murdock and others ; and 
L. E. Lane and others, reported that the petitioners 

have leave to withdraw. 
The same senator, from the same committee, 'on the 

order relative to withholding premiums from agricultural 
societies which offer premiums on trial of the speed of 
horses ; and 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, Oil Depositions 
the order relative to the taking of depositions in other 
states, to be used in the courts in this State, severally re-
ported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon ; and these 
reports were severally read, and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Abbott presented a remonstrance of J . R. Ilayes and Lowell, 

others, against the petition of the city of Lowell for au-
thority to discontinue a free landing-place in said city. 

Referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 49 of the General Lumber. 

Statutes, in relation to the inspection and survey of lum-
ber, ornamental wood, and ship timber, came up concurred, 
with certain amendments which were adopted in concur-
rence. 

The Senate bill relating to replevin bonds came up con- Replevin t>oi 
currecl with certain amendments; and the same was laid 
on the table. 

B U l s , Bills. 
To 

incorporate the Central Cemetery 'Association of 
Randolph; 

To amend an act establishing the terms of the Probate 
Court in the county of Bristol, were severally read, and 
referred to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

_ A bill concerning the Treasurer and Collector of the 
city of Cambridge was read, and referred to the committee 
on the J udiciary. 
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A bill to revive the charter of the Attleborough Bank 
for certain purposes (on the petition of I). Evans and 
others) was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Reports, of the committee on Education, that it is inex-
pedient to legislate on the order relative to amending the 
laws obliging towns to maintain high schools; and 

On the order relative to changing the method of voting 
by school committees in making changes in text-books in 
the public schools ; and 

A report of the committee on Insurance, granting leave 
to withdraw, on the petition of the Newburyport Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company, were severally read, and placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Petitions of 
Hilary Bygrave and others ; 
Charles H. French and others ; 
Henry A. Martin and others, severally in aid of the 

preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, were sever-
ally referred to the committee on Federal relations. 

A petition of F. U. Ripley and others, in aid of that of 
Samuel Butler and others, was referred to the committee on 
Towns. 

Remonstrances of 
Moses Swift and others ; and 
Noah Hammond and others, severally against any change 

in the laws relative to seining in Buzzard's Bay, were 
referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Petitions of 
Henry F. Ford and others ; 
A. A. Seaverns and others; 
John Morrissey and others ; 
John Forsyth and others ; 
Lewis G. Holt and others ; 
John L. Iluffin and others ; 
Ezra Sawyer and others ; 
George H. Andrews and others ; 
A. P. Whitcomb and others; 
Rufus R. Wade and others; 
William D. Chamberlain and others; 
E. J . Shaw and others; 
Joseph Gregory and others ; 
Charles S. Stone and others; 
Benjamin Andrews and others ; 
George R. Peirce and others ; 



William H. Bosworth and others ; 
James Lane and others, severally for the'establishment 

of a Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, were referred to the 
committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the clay were taken up ; and the bills, Bil'8-
To amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes, in rela-

tion to inspection and sale of lime and lime-casks ; 
Relating to the payment of certain costs and expenses 

by the town of Lexington ; 
To extend the time during which the city of Worcester 

is authorized to lay out a public park, and to establish and 
maintain a reservoir ; 

Relating to the removal of the inmates of the State 
Prison from Boston to Concord ; 

To enable the commissioners of Barnstable County to 
borrow money for the purpose of constructing a jail and 
house of correction in said county, and for other purposes ; 

Concerning mutual marine and mutual fire and marine 
insurance companies ; 

To authorize the city of Newton to lay and maintain a 
main drain in the town of Watertown; 

In relation to signs at railroad crossings, were severally 
read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill in relation to compensation for tide-
water displaced was read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to authorize the trustees of the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America to hold real estate 
in Massachusetts was read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to authorize the town of Marblehead to 
raise and appropriate money for a portrait of Benjamin 
Abbot, and for other purposes, was read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to amend chapters 93, 94, 100, and 109, 

of the General Statutes, relating to bonds of executors, 
administrators, trustees, and guardians, was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence 



Bins. The House bills, 
Authorizing the Eastern Railroad Company to make 

leases, or other running contracts, with railroads out of the 
Commonwealth ; 

Relating to the water-loan sinking funds in the towns of 
Maiden, Medford, and Melrose, were severally read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Reportf. The House reports, 
On the petition of Inez Snow and others; and 
On the orders, 
Relative to amending the law regulating the hours of 

labor in manufacturing establishments ; 
Relative to the taxation of insurance companies; 
Relative to requiring bonds of insurance companies, 

rather than of their agents when appointed ; and 
On the petition of A. C. Fish and others, were severally 

accepted in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were laid on the table. 

Resolutions on Mr. Ely, from the special committee appointed under 
Barker. " the order relative to the decease of Hon. Francis Barker, 

reported the following resolutions : — 
Resolved, That the Senate of Massachusetts expresses 

its deep sorrow at the death of the Hon. Henry Francis 
Barker, the Senator of the First Norfolk District. Born 
in a New-England town, educated in New-England schools, 
developed under New-England influences, he exemplified 
in his life and character a most worthy type of New-Eng-
land manhood. In all good undertakings of his town and 
neighborhood, he found a place to fill, and a work to do. 
Called to public and private positions of high responsi-
bility and trust, he was true to the confidence reposed in 
him by his fellow-citizens. Dying, he leaves for the com-
fort of his friends the memory of a life of unsullied integ-
rity, and of faithful devotion to duty. 

Resolved, That the warm sympathies of the members of 
the Senate be tendered to the family of Mr. Barker in this 
bereavement. 

Resolved, That the clerk of the Senate be directed to 
transmit to the family of the deceased, a certified copy of 
the foregoing resolutions. 

And the resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
And the Senate thereupon adjourned. 



T H U R S D A Y , March 7, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury,reported j0hn p. sawin 

the resolve in favor of John P. Sawin without amend-
ment ; and the same was ordered to a second reading O 

Mr. Ewing presented a petition of the Massachusetts J o h n r 0 rdway 
Fish and Game Protective Association in aid of that of et als-
John P. Orclway and others. 

Referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. Brown presented a petition of S. Johnson and Thomas Mai. 

others m aid of that of Thomas Mallory: lor>'-
Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Mr. Cate presented a petition of the town of Ames- J o n a t h a n Mor-

bury, in aid of that of Jonathan Morrill and others. r i i i e t a i s . 

Referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to supply the town of Wayland with pure water W a y i a n d . 

(on the petition of said town) was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Bills, 
T-,. . Bills 
r ixing the terms of the Superior Court in the county 

of Bristol; 
Relative to the terms of the Superior Court within and 

for the county of Nantucket, were severally read, and re-
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill concerning suits upon debts, claims, and assets 
sold or assigned by executors and administrators, was read, 
and referred to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, Reports 
Of the committee on Mercantile affairs, on the order 

relative to amending the law concerning public weighers 
and weighing. 

Of the committee on Public charitable institutions, on 
the order relative to amending the law concerning alien 
passengers ; and 

Reports, granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petitions of John 



Woman Suf-
frage. 

Buzzard 's Bay. 

Boston. 

Old South Meet-
ing-House. 

Soldiers' Home. 

Sheridan, and Mrs. Mary A. Derby, were severally read, 
and placed in the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 

A petition of Horace Chase and others, that the right of 
suffrage may be granted to woman, was referred to the 
committee on that subject. 

A remonstrance of F. A. Nve and others, against any 
change in the law relative to seining in Buzzard's Bay, was 
referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

A petition of the mayor of Boston, for an act ceding to 
the city of Boston certain flats on Charles River, was re-
ferred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Petitions of 
Elias Richardson and others ; 
James H. Ames and others ; and 
William H. Carberry and others, severally in aid of the 

preservation of the old South Meeting-House, were referred 
to the committee on Federal relations. 

Petitions of 
Edward H. Cody and others; 
C. P. Baldwin and others ; 
T. L. Keyes and others ; 
James H. Ellis and others ; 
Oliver Shaw and others; 
William W. Carruth and others ; 
George H. Buck and others; 
Henry Green and others; 
J . C. Bowker and others; 
George J . Hinds and others; 
William W. Willis and others ; 
W. H. Wales and others; 
William A. Linehan and others ; 
Charles W. Hildreth and others ; 
Henry H. Pomeroy and others ; 
Galen Hollis and others ; 
A L. Barnett and others ; 
James P . King and others; and 
William Crane and others, severally for the establish-

ment of a Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, were referred 
to the committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
Relating to surrender by bail or sureties in certain cases ; 
To protect witnesses testifying before the Legislature, or 

before legislative committee; 



To amend section 2 of chapter 135 of the General Stat-
utes, relating to the recovery of dower ; 

To confer criminal jurisdiction upon certain municipal 
courts in Boston over the islands and waters of Boston 
Harbor ; 

To authorize the County Commissioners of Worcester 
County to borrow money for certain purposes ; 

To revive the charter of the Attleborough Bank for cer-
tain purposes ; 

To revive the Builders' Loan and Fund Corporation for 
certain purposes ; and 

The resolve in favor of the town of Hard wick, were 
severally read a second time, and ordered to a third read-
ing. 

Also, the bill relating to the supervision of co-operative 
saving-fund and loan associations. 

The Senate bill to enable the Commissioners of Barn-
stable County to borrow money for the purpose of con-
structing a jail and house of correction in said county, and 
for other purposes, was read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bills, 
To extend the time during which the city of Worcester '"3' 

is authorized to lay out a public park, and to establish and 
maintain a reservoir ; 

Relating to the removal of the inmates of the State 
Prison from Boston to Concord ; 

Concerning mutual marine and mutual fire and marine 
insurance companies ; 

To authorize the city of Newton to lay and maintain a 
main drain in the town of Watertown ; 

In relation to signs at railroad-crossings, were severally 
read a third time, and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 49 of the General 
Statutes, in relation to inspection and sale of lime and 
lime-casks, was read a third time, and passed to be en-
grossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate reports, on the petitions of 
Albert L. Murdoch and others ; 

Report 



Repor t s . 

Bills enacted, 
a n d laid be fo re 
t he Governor . 

Resolve passed , 
and laid before 
t he G o v e r n o r . 

Evangel ica l 
Bap t i s t Benevo-
lent and Mis-
s ionar i Society. 

L. E. Lane and others ; and 
The Newburyport Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 

were severally accepted, the last in concurrence, and the 
first two sent down for concurrence. 

The House reports, 
On the order relative to a change in the mode of voting 

by school committees in regard to text-books in the public 
schools ; and 

On the order relative to amending the law obliging 
towns to maintain high schools, were accepted in concur-
rence. 

The Senate report on the order relative to the taking of 
depositions in other states, to be used in the courts in this 
state, was accepted. 

The report on the petition of Briggs Mann and others 
was laid on the table. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 
The following engrossed bills ( the first three of which 

originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted ; to wit : — 
Regulating the appointment of pilots for the port of 

Marblehead; 
Concerning the maintenance of Chelsea Bridge ; 
To enable the Bristol-County Agricultural Society to 

obtain its state bounty ; 
To authorize the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpora-

tion to widen its freight-bridge across Charles River; 
To amend an Act to incorporate the Trustees of the 

Tufts College ; 
In relation to main drains and common sewers in the 

town of West Springfield. 
An engrossed resolve in favor of Company C, Eighth 

Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (which origin-
ated in the House), passed, and, with the above-named 
bills, was laid before the Governor for his approval. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the unfinished 
business of yesterday, viz.: — 

" Bill to amend the Act incorporating the Evangelical 
Baptist Benevolent and Missionary Society," the question 
being on ordering to a third reading; but, before taking 
the question, the Senate 

Adjourned. 



FRIDAY, M a r c h 8, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. ' 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. White of Suffolk presented a report from the com- j . F . Biackinton 

nuttee on Education, on the petition of J. F. Biackinton et al9' 
and others and Henry R. Smith and others, the same 
being that the further consideration thereof be referred to 
the next General Court; and the report was read, and 
placed in the orders of the day for Monday. 

The same Senator presented petitions of William B. ibid. 
Graves and others, the school committee of the town of 
Athol, and the school committee of the town of Granville, 
severally in relation to the same subject; and they were 
placed on file. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on Rules and Orders joint rules and 
ot the Senate, to whom was referred the House order in orders- ' 
relation to amendment of rule 23 of the joint rules and 
orders, reported that said order should be adopted ; and the 
report was read, and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Swett presented a petition of George Cogswell and const i tut ion, 
others, for an amendment of Constitution providing for 
biennial sessions of the General Court; also for biennial 
elections of state officers. 

Referred to the committee having charge of the subject. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 

Pavers from the House. 
Bil l s< , . Bills. 
Keiating to the venue of certain actions in police, dis-

trict, and municipal courts (being a new draft of the 
Senate bill of the same title) ; 

To amend an Act relating to the par value of shares in 
corporations; 

Concerning the election of moderator in the town of 
Chatham ; 

To amend an Act concerning the division of flats, were 
severally read, and referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

A resolve relating to the printing of additional copies of Report of com-
. e r eP° r , t o t t h e Commissioners on Taxation of the year Suon™on 

eighteen hundred seventy-five (in a new draft of the Sen-



ate resolve in relation to the subject) was read, and re-
ferred tp the committee on the Treasury. 

E . Drew et ais. A report of the committee on Towns, granting leave to 
withdraw, on the petition of E. Drew and others, was read, 
and placed in the orders of the day for Monday. 

Raynham Co- A report of the committee on Manufactures, discharging 
a n d s h o e C o m - the committee from the further consideration of the peti-
pany. ^ion 0f the Raynham Co-operative Boot and Shoe Company, 

was accepted in concurrence. 

Petitions of 
F. E. Francis and others ; and 
Josiah F. Stone and others, severally in aid of the preser-

vation of the Old South Meeting House, were referred to 
the committee on Federal relations. 

Old South Meet-
ing House. 

F i tchburg Rail-
road Company. 

Commissioners 
of Essex Coun-
ty-

Evangelical 
Baptis t Benevo-
lent and Mis-
sionary Society. 

Appropria t ions . 

A petition of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad 
Company, in aid of that of the Fitchburg Railroad Com-
pany for authority to sell the Brattleboro' Branch Railroad 
of said Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Company, 
was referred to the committee 011 Railroads. 

A remonstrance of Philip B. Lindsey and others, against 
the petition of the Commissioners of Essex County, was 
referred to the committee 011 Roads and Bridges. 

Petitions of 
Charles B. Rice and others; 
T. J . Driscoll and others ; 
J . Warren Bigelow and others; 
Henry P. Woodbury and others ; 
M. P. Palmer and others ; 
C. P. Lawrence and others; 
A. F. Baker and others ; 
L. A. Horton and others ; and 
Edwin Mansfield and others, severally for the establish-

ment of a Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, were referred 
to the committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bill to 

amend the Act incorporating the Evangelical Baptist Be-
nevolent and Missionary Society was ordered to be placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill in further addition to an Act making appropri-
ations for the maintenance of the government during j t l^ 
present year; and 



The resolve in favor of John P. Sawin, were severally j 0 h n r. s a w i n . 

read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to amend an Act relating to public warehouses Pub l i c ware-

was read a second time amended, and ordered to a third hous°8' 
reading. 

The bills, 
Relating to the tender and offer of judgment in land- Land damages, 

damage and lien cases ; 
To supply the town of Wayland with pure water, were W a y i a n d . 

severally read a second time and passed over. 

The Senate bill relating to the payment of certain costs Lexington*, 
and expenses by the town of Lexington was read a third 
time, and amended; also in the title, and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bills, BUIS. 

Relating to the supervision of co-operative saving-fund 
and loan associations; 

Relating to surrender by bail or sureties in certain cases ; 
To protect witnesses testifying before the Legislature 

or before legislative committees ; 
To amend section 2 of chapter 135 of the General Stat-

utes, relating to the recovery of dower; 
To confer criminal jurisdiction upon certain municipal 

courts in Boston over the islands and waters of Boston 
Harbor ; 

To authorize the County Commissioners of Worcester 
County to borrow money for certain purposes ; 

To revive the Builders' Loan and Fund Corporation for 
certain purposes; 

To revive the charter of the Attleborough Bank for cer-
tain purposes; and 

The resolve in favor of the town of Hardwick, were sev- Hardwick 
erally read a third time, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

The Senate report, on the order relative to refusing A ri,,nlluraI 
bounties to agricultural societies granting premiums for sofiaies"™1 

trials of the speed of horses; and 
The House reports, 
On the order relative to amending the law concerning 

public weighers and weighing ; and b ^ ¿ m I T " ' 1 

On the order relative to amending the laws relative to 
alien passengers; and 



John Sheridan. 
Mary A. Derby. 

Massachusetts 
Agricultural 
College. 

Adjournment . 

On the petitions of 
John Sheridan ; and 
Mrs. Mary A. Derby, were severally accepted in concur-

rence. 
An engrossed bill transferring to the city of Boston the 

powers now vested in the board of engineers of said city, 
relating to explosive compounds and other dangerous sub-
stances (which originated in the Senate), passed to be 
enacted, and was laid before the Governor for his approval. 

The annual report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College was taken from the table, and referred 
to the committee 011 Agriculture. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde, 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

011 Monday next at two o'clock, P.M. 
Adjourned. 

Butchers ' 
Slaughtering 
and Melting 
Association. 

I 'atrick McCar-
thy. 

Patrick Russell. 

Land-damage 
and lien cases. 

MONDAY, M a r c h 11, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the 

petition of the Butchers' Slaughtering and Melting Asso-
ciation, reported, 

A bill to authorize said association to increase its capi-
tal stock and for other purposes; and the same was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Claims, on the petition 
of Patrick McCarthy ; and 

Mr. White, of Suffolk, from the same committee, on the 
petition of Patrick Russell, severally reported that the 
petitioners have leave to withdraw; and these reports were 
severally read, and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

The bill relating to the tender and offer of judgment in 
land-damage and lien cases was discharged from the orders 
of the day, and ordered to be placed in the orders of the 
day for Wednesday next. 

The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the Senate 



bill to amend an Act relating to public warehouses was Public ware-

read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate resolve in favor of John P. Sawin was read John p. Sawin. 

a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The House bill in further addition to an Act making Appropr ia t ions . 

appropriations for the maintenance of the government 
du ring the present j'ear was read a third time, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to supply the town of Wayland with pure Way iand . 

water was further considered. 
Mr. Sherman proposed an amendment, striking out the 

7th section, and substituting therefor a new section, which 
was adopted, and the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The report on the petitions of J . F. Blackinton and H e n r y r . smi th 

others, and Henry R. Smith and others ; and 
On the order relative to amendment of rule 23 of the Rules and or . 

joint rules and orders, were accepted. der3' 
Sent clown for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The House report on the petition of E. Drew and others E . D r e w e t a i s . 

was accepted in concurrence. 
The annual report of the Manager of the Hoosac Tun- Hoosac runnel, 

nel and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad was taken from 
the table, and referred to the committee on that subject. 

The bill relating to replevin bonds was taken from the Replevin bonds, 

table, and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , March 12, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Truell, from the committee on Mercantile affairs, iiapie-Grove 
on the petition of Silas Mosman and others, reported, Cemetery. 

A bill to incorporate the Proprietors of Maple-Grove 
Cemetery; and the same was read, and ordered to a sec-
ond reading. 



Mr. Swett, from the committee on Parishes and Reli-
gious Societies, on the bill to amend section 1 of chapter 
59 of the Acts of the year 1867, concerning the protection 
of camp-meetings ; and 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill concerning the election of moderator in the town 
of Chatham ; and 

Mr. Brown, from the same committee on the bill relat-
ing to the venue of certain actions in police, district, and 
municipal courts; and 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on the 
resolve relating to the printing of additional copies of the 
Report of the Commissioners on Taxation of the year 
1875, severally reported that these bills and the resolve 
ought to pass; and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Winn, from the committee on Military affairs, on 
the order relative to the abolition of the office of Surgeon-
General ; and 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
ana™ieBo--ione communication from the Attorney-General in reply to 
anii Aibanv an order of the Senate, asking his opinion as to certain 
pa'iiy"'" 01 contracts between the Commonwealth and the Boston and 

Albany Railroad Corporation, severally reported that it is 
inexpedient to legislate thereon. 

Mary A. C o b u m Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, on the petition of Mary A. Coburn and others, 
and 

Gyles Merrill et Mr. Truell, from the committee on Parishes and Reli-
gious Societies, on the petition of Gyles Merrill and others, 
severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with-
draw. 

State Pr ison. Mr. Truell, from the committee on Prisons, on the order 
relative to the removal of the prisoners from the State 
Prison at Charlestown to the State Prison at Concord, 
reported tha t it is inexpedient to legislate thereon ; and 
the report was read, and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Savings banks. Mr. Holmes, from the committee on Banks and Bank-
ing, on the order in relation to the subject, reported, 

A bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in 
savings banks invested in United-States securities ; and 

On an order in relation to the subject, 
Ibld A bill in regard to collateral securities of savings banks 

and trust companies ; and these bills were severally read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Gamp-meetings 

Venue of ac-
tions. 

( 'ommissioners 
on taxation. 

Surgeon-Gen-
eraL 



Sarauel Butler 

Mr. Brown presented a remonstrance of E. S. Merrill Charles Fieia et 
and others, against the petition of Charles Field and als' 
others. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Papers from the House. 

To authorize the city of Boston to borrow money for the 
purchase and improvement of land for the purposes of a 
public park; / 

Relating to the 
venue of prosecutions for embezzlement, 

were severally read, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Remonstrances of rr>i T r , i /"< oil i ii u 

t h e Vineyard Grove Company, etais 
G. N. Collins and others, and 
William Leach and others, severally against the petition 

of Samuel Butler and others, were referred to the com-
mittee on Towns. 

A petition of the Selectmen of Marion, in favor of 
amendment of the law relative to seining in Buzzard's 
Bay; and 

Remonstrances of 
Franklin Nye and others, and 
C. P. Horton and others, severally against the same, 

were referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 
A petition of Charles W. Eliot and others, in aid of the 01d South 

preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, was referred Meeting House, 
to the committee on Federal relations. 

Petitions of 
Thomas Wheelock and others ; 
D. S. Kimball and others ; 
E. A. Stone and others; 
John Scates and others ; 
Thomas H. Hill and others; 
C. A. Taft and others ; 
John P. Lovell and others ; 
E. C. Adams and others ; 
George W. Glazier and others, severally for the estab-

lishment of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts, were referred 
to the committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the clay were taken up ; and the bill to Butchers* 

authorize the Butchers' Slaughtering and Melting Associa- slaus|ltorin« 
23 

Buzzard's Bay. 

rbid. 



and Melting 
Association. 

Patrick llussell. 
Patrick 
McCarthy. 

Evangelical 
Baptist Benevo-
lent and Mis-
sionary Society. 

tion to increase its capital stock was read a second time, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The reports on the petitions of 
Patrick Russell, and 
Patrick McCarthy, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill to amend the Act incorporating the Evangelical 

Baptist Benevolent and Missionary Society was further 
considered. 

Whereupon Mr. Hill rose to a point of order, which, 
being stated, was, " T h a t this bill was reported upon a 
joint order of the two branches, whereas rule twenty-sec-
ond of the joint rules and orders of the two Houses re-
quires that bills of this character shall only be reported 
upon petition duly presented and referred." 

The President ruled that the point of order was well 
taken, and accordingly no further action was taken on the 
bill. 

Replevin bonds. The bill in relation to replevin bonds was next consid-
ered, and the amendment proposed by the House in the 
third line thereof was rejected. The amendment proposed 
by the House in the last line was adopted in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , March 1-3, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Beal, from the committee on Public Lands, on the 

petition of Fred Pope and others, reported 
Boston. A bill to authorize the Land Commissioners to convey 

certain lands in the city of Boston ; and the same was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Brockton. Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill to supply the 
town of Brockton with pure water, reported, asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that the same be recommitted to the committee on Water 
Supply and Drainage. 

And the report was accepted, and the bill was recom-
mitted. 

Statistics. Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, to 



whom was referred the bill to provide for the collection 
and publication of statistics, reported, asking to be dis-
charged from the further consideration thereof; and the 
report was accepted, and the bill was placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, re- Boston, 
ported the bill concerning the re-location of streets and 
ways in the city of Boston, without amendment; and the 
same was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on the Fisheries, on the 
petitions of 

Larkin West and others, and 
C. H. Walker and others ; and 
Mr. Swett from the committee on Roads and Bridges, R < , P° r t s -

on the petition of the city of Lowell, for the discontinu-
ance of a free landing-place in said city, severally reported 
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw; and the re-
ports were read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Federal relations, on 
the petition of Henry Edwards, reported 

A resolve to amend a resolve in relation to the Antietam Antietam ceme-
Cemetery, in the State of Maryland; and the same was iaid.mMary' 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Brown presented a petition of George W. Sherman District court 
and others, in aid of the establishment of a district court 
for Southern Berkshire. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Pavers from the House. 
Bills, 
Extending the powers of assessors of taxes (on the pe- B"ls' 

tition of the mayor of Boston) ; 
To define and establish the boundary-line between the 

towns of Hanover and Rockland (on the petition of E. 
R. Studley and others) ; and 

A resolve relating to the contract for the State print- state Pri. 
ing (on an order in relation to the subject), were sever-
ally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Bills, 
In addition to an Act establishing the city of Salem ; 
Relative to the Board of Overseers of the Poor in the 



city of Springfield, were severally read, and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary 

wins . A bill to amend section 10 of chapter 92 of the General 
Statutes, relating to subscribing witnesses to wills, was 
read, and referred to the committee on Probate and 
Chancery. 

Medicine and A report of the committee on Water Supply and Drain-
Bostonae> age, that it is inexpedient to legislate on the order relative 

to regulating the practice of medicine and pharmacy in 
Boston; and a report of the same committee, granting 
leave to withdraw, on the petition of the mayor of Boston, 
in relation to the same subject, were severally read, and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Woman A petition of Maria S. Porter and others, that women 
suffrage. who pay taxes may have the right to vote for municipal 

and county officers, was-referred to the committee on Wo-
man Suffrage. 

GEORGE i). EI. A petition of H. A. Sherman and others, in aid of that 
dridgeetais. 0f George D. Eldridge and others; and 
Win aid Marcy A petition of II. A. Sherman and others, in aid of the 
etals- petition of Willard Marcy and others, were referred to the 

committee on Railroads. 
A petition of George Mitchell and others, for the better 

George Mitchell protection of women and children in manufacturing estab-
lishments, was referred to the committee on Labor. 

Petitions of G. C. W. Fuller and others; 
oidSouth William Gaston and others; and 

6 ' Augustus J . Sawyer and others, severally in aid of the 
preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, were re-
ferred to the committee on Federal relations. 

Petitions of 
soldiers-Home. D. P. Grosvenor and others; 

William H. Ruddick and others; 
C. F. Luther and others; 
S C. Small and others ; 
C. H. French and others; 
A. W. Sturdy and others ; 
J . K. Axtell and others; and 
Levi P. Brown and others, severally for the establishment 

of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts, were referred to the 
committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 
state Reform A bill making further appropriation for the expenses of 
school for Boys. t h e g t a t e K e f o r m School for Boys came up referred to the 



committee on Public Charitable Institutions; and the same 
was laid on the table. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills,— Bills-
To amend section 1 of chapter 59 of the Acts of the 

year 1867, concerning the protection of camp-meetings; 
To incorporate the Proprietors of Maple-Grove Cem-

etery ; 
Concerning the election of moderator in the town of 

Chatham; 
Relating to the venue of certain actions in police, dis-

trict, and municipal courts, were severally read a second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill in regard to collateral securities of savings banks 
and trust companies; and 

The resolve relating to the printing of additional copies Taxat ion R e - ' 

of the Report of the Commissioners on Taxation of the year port ' 
1875, were severally read a second time, amended, and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in savings Banks, 
savings banks invested in United-States securities was laid 
on the table. 

The House bill to supply the town of Wayland with w a y land, 

pure water was read a third time, as heretofore amended, 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill to authorize the Butchers' Slaughtering Butchers' 

and Melting Association to increase its capital stock was S f i g 1 

read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. Association. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The bill relating to the tender and offer of judgment in Land-damage # 

land-damage and lien cases was further considered. cases' 
Mr. White proposed an amendment to that proposed by 

Mr. Ely, which was adopted; and said amendment, as 
amended, was rejected. The bill, as heretofore amended, 
was then passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The report on the order relative to the removal of the s ta te Pr ison, 

prisoners from Charlestown to Concord was laid on the 
table. 

The report on the communication from the Attorney- Contracts 
General, touching certain contracts between the Common- s^and^he 



ban̂ Raihxiad" wealth and the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, was 
Company. accepted. 

Reports. The Senate reports, 
On the order relative to the abolition of the office of 

Surgeon-General; and 
On the petition of Gyles Merrill and others, were ac-

cepted. 
Sent clown for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate report on the petition of Mary A. Coburn 

was accepted. 
Bills and resolve The following engrossed bills ( the first five of which 
befoCiedthaendl i l id originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit : — 
Governor. To amend section 6 of chapter 293 of the Acts of the 

year 1870, to incorporate the town of Mashpee. 
To enable the County Commissioners of Franklin County 

to borrow money on account of the Sunderland Bridge. 
To enable the American Molded Collar Company to re-

duce the par value of its shares of capital stock. 
For the protection of the public against unsafe and dan-

gerous buildings in cities. 
To permit the continuance by justices of the peace of 

civil process before trial justices. 
Authorizing the Eastern Railroad Company to make 

leases, or other running contracts, with railroads out of the 
Commonwealth. 

Relating to surrender by bail or sureties in certain cases. 
Concerning mutual marine and mutual fire and marine 

insurance companies. 
To confer criminal jurisdiction upon certain municipal 

courts in Boston over the islands and waters of Boston 
Harbor. 

. To revive the Builders' Loan and Fund Corporation for 
certain purposes. 

To revive the charter of the Attleborough bank for cer-
tain purposes. 

To protect witnesses testifying before the Legislature or 
before legislative committees. 

Relating to the Water-Loan Sinking Funds in the towns 
of Maiden, Medford and Melrose. 

To authorize the County Commissioners of Worcester 
County to borrow money for certain purposes. 

Relating to the supervision of Co-operative Saving-Fund 
and Loan Associations. 

In further addition to an Act making appropriations 



for the maintenance of the government during the present 
year. 

An engrossed resolve in favor of the town of Hard wick 
(which originated in the House) passed, and, with the 
above-named bills, was laid before the Governor for his 
approval. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , March 14, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Ropes, from the committee on Water Supply and Brockton. 

Drainage, to whom was recommitted the bill to supply the 
town of Brockton with pure water, reported the same in a 
new draft. 

Mr. Truell, from the committee on Mercantile affairs, Fidelity Aseur. 
on petition, of the Fidelity Assurance Company, reported o fMaeST 

A bill to amend chapter 153 of the Acts of the year 1877, BCtls-
entitled " A n Act to incorporate the Fidelity Assurance 
Company of Massachusets." 

Mr. Beal, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, 
on the petition of Francis W. Stebbins and others,''re-
ported 

A bill abolishing the tolls on the Connecticut-River Deerfieidand 
Bridge between the towns of Deerfield and Montague. Montague-

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the order in relation to the subject, reported 

A bill to amend section 22 of chapter 130 of the General setoff. 
Statutes concerning set-off. 

And these bills were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

. Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, on the T
f

r e e 8 ' P l a n t i n « 
bill concerning the planting of trees, and the tax thereon ; 
also, on an order relative to the preservation of forests and 
the encouragement of their growth,—reported that the 
bill ought to pass; and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Swett, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, Boston, 
on the petition of the city of Boston for relief from main-
taining certain portions of West Boston and Cragie Bridges 
reported that the petitioners have leave to withdraw. 

I he same Senator, from the same committee, on an ™d. 
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order in relation to the same subject, reported that it is 
inexpedient to legislate thereon. 

Mr. Gregory, from the committee on the Library, on the 
order relative to providing for a more elaborate and de-
tailed history of the State ; and 

Mr. Ropes, from the committee on Banks and Banking, 
011 the order relative to prohibiting officers of savings 
banks from acting as notaries public ; and 

On the order relative to changing the time at which 
deposits at savings banks shall begin to bear interest, 

Severally reported that it is inexpedient to legislate 
thereon; and these reports were read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Sherman presented a petition of the Land Commis-
sioners for legislation respecting the enforcement of the 
contracts between the Commonwealth and the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company, touching the flats at South 
Boston. 

Referred to the committee on Public Lands. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Brown presented 
A remonstrance of Edward Stratton and others against 

the establishment of a district court for Southern Berk-
shire. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
Relative to the payment of witnesses in criminal pro-

ceedings before police, district, and municipal courts; 
Authorizing cities and towns to pass ordinances and by-

laws for the protection of travellers on streets and public 
ways; 

Relating to trustees and trust-estates ; 
To amend an Act relating to the rights of husbands and 

wives, and for the protection of minor children, were 
severally read, and referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

Reports granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee on Railroads, on the petition of 

Thomas P. Carleton; 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petition of 
Polly Crowd and Sally Burr, and 



Ellen Sweeney, were severally read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A petition of Thomas Smith arid another, in aid of that But,cr 

of Samuel Butler and others, was referred to the commit-
tee on Towns. 

A petition of Albert E. Procter and others, for an Act Albert E . Proc-

of incorporation as the Fusileer Veteran Association ; and 1L 1 

A petition of Albert Pinder and others, for the establish- Soldiers ' Home , 

ment of a soldiers' home in this State, were referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs. 

A petition of H. K. Wight and others, for legislation to Dogs, 
diminish the number of dogs, was referred to the commit-
tee on Agriculture. 

A remonstrance of Carlton B. Nickerson and others, Nantucke t and 

against any change in the laws relative to the taking of so3 ' . d 

fish in either Nantucket or Vineyard Sounds, was referred 
to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Severally in concurrence. 
A report of the committee on Railroads, on the petition Briggs Mann 

of Briggs Mann and others, was taken from the table, and e ta l s ' 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, BUU. 
To authorize the Land Commissioners to convey certain 

lands in the city of Boston; 
_ Concerning the re-location of streets and ways in the 

city of Boston; 
To define and establish the boundary-line between the 

towns of Hanover and Rockland; 
Extending the powers of assessors of taxes; and 
The resolve to amend a resolve in relation to the Antie- Amie tam ceme-

tam Cemetery in the State of Maryland, were severally tery-
read a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The resolve relating to the contract for the State print- s ta te Pr in t ing, 
ing was laid on the table. 

The Senate bill to amend section 1 of chapter 59 of the Camp-meetings. 

Acts of the year 1867, concerning the protection of camp-
meetings, was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill in regard to collateral securities of savings Savings Banks, 

banks and trust companies was read a third time ; and the 
committee on Bills in the Third Reading, having reported 



the same in a new draft, the same was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Bills- The House bills, 
Concerning the election of moderator in the town of 

Chatham ; 
Relating to the venue of certain actions in police, dis-

trict, and municipal courts ; and 
Taxation report. The resolve relating to the printing of additional copies 

of the Report of the Commissioners on Taxation of the 
year 1875, were severally read a third time, the last as 
heretofore amended, and passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence, and the resolve was sent down for concurrence in 
the amendment. • 

Statistics. The bill to provide for the collection and publication of 
statistics was laid on the table. 

K c P ° r t s - The Senate reports on the petitions of 
The city of Lowell, for the discontinuance of a free 

landing-place in said city ; 
Larkin West and others, and 
C. H. Walker and others, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Ihid- The House reports, 

On the order relative to regulating the practice of medi-
cine and pharmacy in the city of Boston ; and 

On the petition of the city of Boston in relation to the 
same subject, were accepted in concurrence. 

îdWdTefore J ! " 3 f o I l o w i n 8 ' engrossed bills (the first two of which 
the uovernor. originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were 

laid before the Governor for his approval; to wit: — 
To amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes, in relation 

to the inspection and survey of lumber, ornamental wood, 
and ship-timber. 

To authorize the collection of the price of ornamental 
wood, timber, and lumber, sold by unsealed measure, or 
measured by an unsworn measurer. 

Relating to the removal of the inmates of the State Prison 
from Boston to Concord. 

To authorize the city of Newton to laj- and maintain a 
main drain in the town of Watertown. 

To extend the time during which the city of Worcester 
is authorized to lay out a public park, and to establish and 
maintain a reservoir. 

In relation to signs at railroad-crossings. 



To amend section 2 of chapter 135 of the General Statues, 
relating to the recovery of dower. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, March 15, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
On motion of Mr. Russell, — 
Ordered, That the President of the Senate be directed, Senator m let 

in accordance with the 24th article of the amendments of trict!olk 1>1S" 
the Constitution, to issue a precept for an election to fill 
the vacancy in the 1st Norfolk district, occasioned by the 
death of Hon. Henry F. Barker. 

Mr. Gogin, from the committee on Insurance, O n the Insurance eom-

order relative to changing the laws in relation to insurance panies-
companies with guarantee capital, reported 

A bill in relation to mutual fire-insurance companies 
with a guarantee capital. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on Towns, on the peti- w i i b r a h a m . 
tion of the town of Wiibraham, and of Decius Beebe and H - l m P d e Q -
others, in aid of the same; also a petition of Walter Hitch-
cock and others, relative to the subject, reported 

A bill to divide the town of Wiibraham and incorporate 
the town of Hampden. 

Mr. Swett, from the commitee on Parishes and Religious gSai°Cg: 'e ' 
Societies, on the petition of the Fourth Congregational in 

Precinct in Rochester, reported 
A bill to change the name of the Fourth Congregational 

Precinct in Rochester, and for other purposes; and these 
bills were severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Swett, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, e t a i s . 8 ' M a r t l n 

on the petition of John S. Martin and others, reported 
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw ; and the report 
was read, and placed in the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 

Mr. Saunders presented a petition of the Merrimack Massachusetts 

Manufacturing Company and others in aid of that of the Technology. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Referred to the committee on Education. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 



Papers from the House. 
A bill to incorporate the town of North Adams (on the 

petition of W. W. Freeman and others) was read, and 
ordered to be placed in the orders of the day for Wednes-
day, March 20, for a second reading. 

A bill to amend chapter 166 of the General Statutes, 
relating to offences against the public health, was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Reports, 
Of the committee on Railroads, that it is inexpedient 

to legislate on the order relative to the election of State 
Directors of the New-York and New-England Railroad 
Company; 

Of the committee on Claims, granting leave to with-
draw, on the petition of F. S. Rice and others; 

Of the committee on Street Railways, granting leave to 
withdraw, on the petition of W. E. Dunham, were sev-
erally read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Print-
ing consider the expediency of repealing or amending sec-
tion 30 of chapter 65 of the Acts of 1866, relating to the 
publication and distribution of the laws. 

Also, That the committee on Printing inquire into the 
expediency of repealing or amending chapter 18 of the 
resolves of 1867, relating to the publication and sale of 
the supplement to the General Statutes. 

Petitions of 
Charles Hutcbins and others; and, 
Cobb Brothers & Co. and others, in aid of the proposed 

change in the law respecting commutation-tickets on street-
railways, was referred to the committee on Street Railways. 

Sold ie r s 'Home. A petition of William A. Penn and others, for the estab-
lishment of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts, was referred 
to the committee on Military affairs. 

Severally in concurrence. 

Bills. The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To supply the town of Brockton with pure water; • 
Abolishing the tolls on the Connecticut-River Bridge 

between the towns of Deerfield and Montague ; 
To amend chapter 153 of the Acts of the year 1877, to 

incorporate the Fidelity Assurance Company of Massachu-
setts ; 
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Concerning the planting of trees, and the tax thereon ; 
To amend section 22 of chapter 130 of the General 

Statutes, concerning set-off; 
Relating to securities held by savings banks and trust 

companies in pledge or as collateral, were severally read a 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorize the Land Commissioners to convey LandCommis-
certain lands in the city of Boston was laid on the table. 6ioners-

The House bill concerning the re-location of streets and Boston, 

ways in the city of Boston was read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill extending the powers of assessors of A88C8aorsof 

taxes was read a third time, amended, and passed to be ^ 
engrossed in concurrence, with the amendment, which was 
sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate resolve to amend a resolve in relation to the Antietam 

Antietam Cemetery, in the State of Maryland, was read a National ceme-

third time, and passed to be engrossed. U i ' 
¡Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The bill to incorporate the Proprietors of Maple-Grove Mapie Grove 

Cemetery was read a third time ; and the committee on Cemetery-
Bills in the Third Reading having reported the same in a 
new draft, it was read, and ordered to a second reading 

& * 

The Senate reports on the orders relative to, Reports . 
Releasing the city of Boston from maintaining West 

Boston and Cragie's Bridges outside of the boundaries of 
said city; 

Publishing a more detailed and elaborate history of the 
Commonwealth; 

Prohibiting officers of savings banks from acting as 
notaries public in protesting notes ; 

Changing the time at which deposits in savings banks 
shall begin to draw interest; and, 

On the petition of the city of Boston to be relieved 
trom the support of a portion of West Boston and Crasie 
.Bridges, were severally accepted. G 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
The House reports on the petitions of 
Ellen Sweeney, Ibld ' 
Polly Crowd and Sally Burr, and 



Thomas P. Carlton, were severally accepted in concur-
rence. 

Newton. An engrossed bill to authorize the city of Newton to 
establish grades for drainage and sewerage in said city 
(which originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and 
was laid before the Governor for his approval. 

A bill (from the House) for the better protection of de-
positors in savings banks was read three times under a 
suspension of the rule, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

Appropriat ions. The Clerk was charged with a message to the House 
requesting the return to the Senate of the bill in addition 
to an act making appropriations for the expenses of State 
Almshouse, the State Workhouse, the State Prisons, the 
State Primary School, the State Reform School for Boys, 
the State Industrial School for Girls, the State Detective 
Force, and for other purposes. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, M a r c h 18, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 

Sale of hay and Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill concerning the inspection and sale of hay and 
straw, reported the same in a new draft, under the title of 
" Bill to repeal sections 76 and 77 of chapter 49 of the 
General Statutes, concerning pressed hay and straw." 

D°ss- Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, to 
whom was referred the bill relative to the restraining of 
dogs, and sundry orders and petitions in relation to amend-
ment of the laws relative to dogs, reported 

A bill to provide for the licensing and restraining of 
dogs, and for the recovery of damages for injuries inflicted 
by them. 

Mr. White, from the committee on Probate and Chan-
cery, on an order relative to the subject, reported 

Probate ac- A bill to amend chapter 1 9 9 of the Acts of the year 
1877, relating to the settlement of probate accounts; and 
these bills were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the bill authorizing the Supreme Judi-

oounts. 



cial court to adjourn to, and hold special terms in, Fall supreme court 
River, reported the same without amendment; and it was Faiuuvei™8m 

read twice, and ordered to a third reading. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the special justices 

Judiciary on the bill to regulate the compensation of Spe- Courts, 

cial justices of district courts, reported that the same ought 
not to pass; and it was placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow, on the question of rejection. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Claims, Thomas Cahm. 
on the petition of Thomas Cahill; and 

Mr. Swett, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, Dean 

on the petition of S. A. Dean and others; and 
Mr. Bishop, from the committee on Woman Suffrage, Sarah s. Rueseii 

on the petition of Sarah S. Russell and others, that female °ta'°' 
tax-payers and owners of property may be allowed to vote 
in municipal affairs, severally reported that the petitioners 
have leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Flatley, from the committee on Prisons, on the an- Agent for dis-
iiual report of the Agent for Discharged Convicts, reported d cou" 
that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon ; and these re-
ports were severally read, and placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Sherman, from the. committee on Mercantile affairs, Lumber, 
on the several petitions for the re-survey of lumber, re-
ported, that having heretofore considered the subject, and a 
bill in relation to the subject having passed the legislature, 
they recommend that said petitions be placed on file ; and 
the report, being considered, was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Merriam presented a remonstrance of Simon E. Charles Field 
Pike and others, against the petition of Charles Field and e tal8 ' 
others. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Kn owl ton of Bristol presented a petition of David Trespasses by 

W. Deane and others for the enactment of a law to pre- buuters-
vent depredations and trespasses by hunters ; and the same 
was referred, under the 20th joint rule, to the next Gener-
al Court. 

Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Woman Suffrage, on Woman su f . 
the petition of William Lloyd Garrison and sundry others froge-
in relation thereto, reported 
. A resolve providing for an amendment of the Constitu-

tion, to secure the elective franchise and the right to hold 
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office to women ; and the same was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill relating to the attachment of personal property 

was read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
A bill concerning the records of locations of railroads 

(on the annual report of the Railroad Commissioners) 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate bill concerning shell-fish on the shores and 
flats of Thompson's Island came up concurred, with an 
amendment which was adopted in concurrence. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the committee on Insurance, on the order in relation 

to the issue, by insurance companies, of scrip dividends; 
and 011 an order in relation to obliging foreign insurance 
companies doing business in this state to file a bond to 
pay all judgments obtained against them in the courts of 
this s tate; 

Of the committee on Mercantile Affairs, on the order 
relative to amending section 2 of chapter 224 of the Acts 
of 1870, relating to manufacturing corporations, were sev-
erally read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-mor-

Vineyard 
Sound. 

Bills. 

Petitions of 
J . H. Alley and others ; and 
Jacob Pocknett and others, for legislation relative to 

the use of weirs and seines in the waters of Vineyard 
Sound, were referred to the committee on the Fisheries. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, 
To divide the town of Wilbraham, and incorporate the 

town of Hampden ; 
To change the name of the Fourth Congregational Pre-

cinct in Rochester, and for other purposes; 
In relation to mutual fire-insurance companies with a 

guarantee capital; 
To incorporate the Proprietors of Maple-Grove Ceme-

tery ; 
To amend chapter 166 of the General Statutes, relating 

to offences against the public health, were severally read a 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill abolishing the tolls on the Connecticut-



River Bridge between the towns of Deerfield and Mon- Deerfield and 

tague was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. Montaguc' 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 153 of the Acts of the Fidelity Assur-

year 1877, entitled " A n Act to incorporate the Fidelity "̂ «Company. 
Assurance Company of Massachusetts," was read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to supply the town of Brockton with Brockton, 
pure water was read a third time, and passed to be en-
grossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill relating to securities held by savings Savings Banks, 

banks and trust companies in pledge or as collateral was 
read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to amend section 22 of chapter 130 of the Gen- set-off. 
eral Statutes concerning set-off was passed over. 

The House bill to define and establish the boundary-line Hanover and 
between the towns of Hanover and Rockland was read a Rocklan<L 

third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 
The Senate report on the petition of John S. Martin John s . M a r t i n 

and others was accepted. et als-
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The House reports, on the petitions of William E. Dun- ¥ m E n«n. 

ham and F. S. Rice and others ; and, ham. F - R i o e 

On the order relative to the expediency of electing, on ™ l 0 r 6 0 f t h c 
the part ot the State, directors of the New-York and New- New-York and 
England Railroad Company, were severally accepted in S l S . 
concurrence. Pany-
_ An engrossed bill for the better protection of depositors Savings Banks, 
m savings banks (which originated in the House) passed 
to be enacted, and was laid before the Governor for his 
approval. 

Adjourned. 
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T U E S D A Y , March 19, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Truell, from the committee on Mercantile affairs, on 

the order in relation to the subject, reported 
A bill to amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes, in 

relation to the inspection and sale of hoops. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the 

Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill to abolish the 
Third District Court of Plymouth, and enlarge the juris-
diction of the Second District Court therein; also an order 
relative to re-districting said county in regard to said 
courts, reported 

A bill to abolish the Third and Fourth District Courts 
of Plymouth, to enlarge the Second District Court of 
Plymouth, and to establish the District Court of Southern 
Plymouth; and these bills were severally read, and or-
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Claims, on the several 
petitions of the cities of Taunton, Lowell, Fitchburg, 
Gloucester, Haverhill, Newburyport and Springfield, and 
the towns of Ashburnham, Beverly, Concord, Leominster, 
Medford, Millbury, Marlborough, Plymouth, Westford and 
Wakefield, reported 

A resolve reimbursing sundry cities and towns for pay-
ments made on account of rent of armories ; and the same 
was read, and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the 
bill to amend an act relating to the par value of shares in 
corporations, reported that the same ought to pass; and it 
was ordered to a second reading. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the bill 
to establish the district court of Southern Berkshire, also 
sundry petitions and remonstrances relative thereto, re-
ported that said bill ought not to pass ; and the same was 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, on the 
question of rejection. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Education, 
on the petition of George B. Emerson ; and 

Mr. Rogers, from the committee on the Fisheries, on the 
petition of K. E. Terry and others, relative to fishing for 
menhaden in Buzzard's Bay; and 

On the petition of Isaac W. Read, relative to the catch-



ing of menhaden in the waters of the Commonwealth, Isaac w. Read 
severally reported that the petitioners have leave to with-
draw. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the Buz-
order relative to modifying the laws relative to seining in 
Buzzard's Bay; and 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the Arrest of wo-
Judiciary on the order relative to the arrest of women on process, 
mesne process or execution, severally reported that it is 
inexpedient to legislate thereon; and these reports were 
severally read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-
morro w. 

Papers from the House. 
The Senate bills, BiUs. 
To authorize the appointment of an additional master in 

chancery for the county of Essex ; 
To authorize the town of Marblehead to raise and 

appropriate money for a portrait of Benjamin Abbot, and 
for other purposes, came up concurred, severally amended; 
and the amendments were adopted in concurrence. 

ibid. 
To confirm certain acts clone by Lyman A. Ely as a 

justice of the peace ; 
Relative to funding the floating debt of the city of Fall 

River, were severally read, and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A resolve in favor of the town of Swampscott (on the s w a m p s c o t t . 

petition of the selectmen of said town) was read, and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

A bill relating to the advertisements of insurance com- in8urance com. 
panies, (on the special report of the Insurance Commis- P A N I E «-

sioner,) was read and ordered to a second reading. 
A report of the committee on Towns, granting leave to somerviiie 

withdraw, on the petition of the city of Somerviiie ; and 
A report of the same committee, "referring the petition E n Lath 

of E. H. Lathrop and others, for annexation of a portion etals- ' 
of West Springfield to Springfield, to the next General 
Court, were severally read, and placed in the orders of the 
clay for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Public Franklin w. 
Charitable Institutions be authorized to report in print, in Smithetal8-
the matter of the petition of Franklin W. Smith and 
others, for an act of incorporation as the Board of Aid to 
Land Ownership. 



Samuel Butler 
et als. 

Soldiers' Home. 

Old South 
Meeting-House. 

Bills. 

A petition of W. S. Mayhew and others, in aid of that 
of Samuel Butler and others, was referred to the commit-
tee on Towns. 

Petitions of George F. Robinson and others ; 
H. P. Oak man and others ; and 
James O. Smith and others, severally for the establish-

ment of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts, were referred 
to the committee on Military affairs. 

Petitions of William S. King and others, and 
J . Ingersoll Bowditch and others, severally in aid of the 

preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, were referred 
to the committee on Federal relations. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, 
To repeal sections 76 and 77 of chapter 49 of the Gen-

eral Statutes, concerning pressed hay and straw ; 
To amend chapter 199 of the Acts of the year 1877, 

relating to the settlement of probate accounts; 
To provide for the licensing and restraining of dogs, 

and for the recovery of damages for injuries inflicted by 
them, were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The bill concerning the planting of trees, and the tax 
thereon, was read a third time ; and the committee on Bills 
in the Third Reading having reported the same in a new 
draft, it was ordered to a second reading:. 

The bill 
concerning the records of locations of railroads 

was read a second time. 
Mr. Russell proposed certain amendments thereto, when 

the bill was passed over, and the amendments ordered to 
be printed. 

The bill to regulate the compensation of special justices 
of district courts was, in accordance with the report of the 
committee thereon, rejected. 

The resolve providing for an amendment of the Consti-
tution, to secure the elective franchise and the right to 
hold office to women ; and 

The report of the committee on Woman Suffrage, on 
the petition of Sarah S. Russell, were assigned for consid-
eration on Wednesday next, at 2J o'clock, P.M. 

Thomas Cahiii. The report on the petition of Thomas Cahill was ordered 
to be placed in the orders of the day for Thursday next. 

Trees, 
planting of. 

Railroads. 

Special justices 
of district 
courts. 

W o m a n Suf-
f rage. 

Sarah S. Rus-
sell. 



Fall 

The Senate reports, Reports. 
On the annual report of the Agent for Discharged Con-

victs ; and 
On the petition of S. A. Dean and other, were severally 

accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

T1 le House reports, on the orders relative to, u,id 
Amending section 2 of chapter 224, of the acts of 1870, 

relating to manufacturing corporations; 
Authorizing mutual insurance companies to issue scrip, 

instead of cash dividends; 
Requiring foreign insurance companies, doing business 

in this Commonwealth, to file a bond to pay judgments ob-
tained against them, were severally accepted in concur-
rence. * 

The Senate bill to authorize the Supreme Judicial Court S u P r < ' m e J u < ] i 

to adjourn to and hold special terms in Fall River, was R?™T tmFa 

read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent clown for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The Senate bill to divide the town of Wilbraham, and W i I l r a t a m ' 

incorporate the town of Hampden, was read a third time, Uampden ' 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to change the name of the Fourth Con- J S CiZsre 

gregational Precinct in Rochester, and for other purposes, j',nctin Iioclies 

was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill in relation to mutual fire-insurance com- Mutual fire 

pames with a guarantee capital- was read a third time, and S.n c e c o m p a" 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
'I he Senate bill to incorporate the Proprietors of Maple- Proprietors of 

Grove Cemetery was read a third time, and passed to be 
engrossed. 1 * 

Sent down for concurrence. 
, rn t j , .„ Came up concurred. 1 he House bills, 
To amend chapter 166 of the General Statutes, relating 

to offences against the public health; 
To amend section 22 of chapter 130 of the General 

Statutes concerning set-off, were severally read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Bills. 



;tcd' The following engrossed hills (the first of which origi-
aorle nated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were laid 

before the Governor for his approval; to wi t : — 
To amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes, in rela-

tion to inspection and sale of lime and lime-casks. 
Relating to the venue of certain actions in police, dis-

trict, and municipal courts. 
C o n c e r n i n g - the election of moderator in the town of 

Chatham. 
Adjourned. 

Appropria t ions . 

States Union 
Telegraph and 
Telephone Com-
pany. 

Proof of foreign 
wills. 

Public docu-
ments. 

Central Ceme-
tery Association 
of Randolph. 

William Giles 
Dix. 

W E D N E S D A Y , March 2 0 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
A message was received from the House, returning, in 

compliance with the request of the Senate, the bill making 
appropriations for the expenses of State Almshouse, the 
State Workhouse, the State Prisons, the State Primary 
School, the State Reform School for Boys, the St.ite In-
dustrial School for Girls, the State Detective Force, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. Truell, from the committee on Mercantile Affairs, 
on the petition of Erastus P. Carpenter and others, reported 

A bill to incorporate the States Union Telegraph and 
Telephone Company. 

Mr. Gardner, from the committee on Probate and Chan-
cery, on the Order relative to the subject, reported 

A bill relating to the proof of foreign wills. 
Mr. Davol, from the committee on Printing, on the sev-

eral orders in relation to the printing of certain public 
documents, reported 

A bill concerning the preparation, printing, and distri-
bution of public documents; and these bills were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on Pro-
bate and Chancery, on the bill to incorporate the Central 
Cemetery Association of Randolph, reported that the same 
ought to pass ; and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Federal relations, 
on the petition of William Giles Dix; and 

Mr. Barton, from the committee on Water Supply and 



Drainage, on the petition of the city of Worcester for 
authority to take water from Tatnuck Lake, severally 
reported that the petitioners have leave to withdraw ; and 
these reports were severally read, and placed in the orders 
of the day for to-morrow. 

On motions of Messrs. Ewing and Gregory, — Committee* on 
Ordered, 1 hat the committees on the Fisheries and I''i8hfril'imi1 

Agriculture be allowed ten days in which to report on 'v 'ncul tu re ' 
matters referred to them. 

On motion of Mr. Truell, — Committee 

Ordered, That the committee on Prisons have further °"i,ri8°n8-
time in which to report on matters referred to them. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Ropes presented a petition of the city of Boston, Boston, 
by the mayor of the same, for amendment of the Act of 
1874, for the improvement of Stony Brook and its tribu-
taries ; and the same was, under a suspension of the 20th 
joint rule, referred to the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Papers from the House. Bills, 
To provide additional terms of the Probate Court at B'"8' 

r i tchburg m the. county of Worcester ; 
To provide for the appointment of a clerk in the pro-

bate-office of the county of Suffolk, were severally read 
and referred to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

r e O T O r t o r f e S t 0 l ! r P n l a t i n g - t 0 W ' m t H a d d i t i 0 n a l Of t h e Commissioners 
lepoit ot the Commissioners of Taxation of the year 1875 011 ^-''ion-
came up non-concurred in the amendment proposed therein 
by the Senate. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendment, and 
Messrs. Ropes, Davol, and Palmer were appointed a com-

W e e e n 1 h e ^ o e W e s ? n ^ ^ ^ d i f f e r 6 n C e 

Sent down for concurrence. 

n p i r , T ? i ! f t i ? C m m i i t e e ° n T a x a t i o n , that it is inex-
pedient to legislate on the order relative to taxation of ciutius' 
property of incorporated agricultural societies; and 

A report oi the committee on the Liquor Law cranHno- ™ • „ 
others ;°and W ° n ^ P C t i t i ° n Edwin^FoTs a n ! - '" -



Manufacturing 
establishments. 

Massachusetts 
Inst i tute of 
Technology. 

Soldiers' Home. 

Old South Meet-
ing-IIouse. 

Boston, Clinton, 
and F i tchburg 
and N e w Bed-
ford Railroad 
Company. 

Bradford . 

Ibid. 

A report of committee on Labor, reference to the next 
General Court on the bill for the better protection of 
women and children in manufacturing establishments, and 
petitions in aid of the same, were severally read, and placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A petition of John W. Danielson and others, in aid of 
that of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, was 
referred to the committee on Education. 

Petitions of, 
E. J. Franklin and others; 
H. F. Moseley and others; 
John Hobsen, jun., and others; and 
William H. Tallman and others, severally for the estab-

lishment of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts, were referred 
to the committee on Military affairs. 

A petition of John Daggett and others, in aid of the 
preservation of the Old South Meeting-House, was referred 
to the committee on Federal relations. 

Severally sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, from the committee on Rail-
roads, on the petition of Alanson Borden and others, 
reported, 

A bill to authorize the Boston, Clinton, and Fitchburg, 
and New-Bedford Railroad Company to discontinue its 
passenger-station in New Bedford; and the same was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Swett presented a petition of the selectmen of Brad-
ford for confirmation of certain proceedings of said town; 
and the same was, under a suspension of the 20th joint 
rule, referred to the committee 011 the Judiciary. 

Subsequently Mr. White of Plymouth reported on said 
petition, 

A bill to confirm the election of moderator in the town 
of Bradford ; and the same was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills 
To amend chapter 49 of the General Statutes, in relation 

to the inspection and sale of hoops; 
To abolish the Third and Fourth District Courts of 

Plymouth, to enlarge the Second District Court of Ply-
mouth, and to establish the District Court of Southern 
Plymouth ; 



Concerning the planting of timber-trees and the tax 
thereon ; 

To amend an Act relating to the par value of shares in 
corporations ; 

Relating to the advertisements of insurance companies, 
were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill to incorporate the town of North Adams was North Adams, 
read a second time. 

Mr. Hayes proposed an amendment thereto, and the 
question on the adoption thereof was taken by yeas and 
nays as follows, to wi t : — 
YEAS. -Mess r s . Adams, Day, Holmes, 

Barton, Ely, Palmer, 
Beal, Gogin, Rogers, 
Bishop, Gregory, Swett, 
Breed, Hayes, White , James, 
Brown, Hill, Winn, —19. 
Burrage, 

NAYS. — Messrs. Abbott, Canfield, Ewine, — 4 
Gilbert, H ' 

So the amendment was adopted, and the bill was ordered 
to a third reading. 

s h i T e ' l ^ 1 1 1 0 6 s t a b ! i s h t h e d ^ i c t c o u r t o f Southern Berk-snire was, in accordance with the report of the committee southern Berk. 
thereon, rejected. shire-

The Senate bill to amend chapter 199 of the Acts of 
the year 1877, relating to the settlement of probate ac-
counts, was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

4 Q T h / l e D n e b i l l , t 0 o r e p e a l s e c t i ons 76 and 77 of chapter 
49 ot the General Statutes, concerning pressed hay and 
straw, was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bills, 
To provide for the licensing and restraining of doo-s, 

and for the recovery of damages for injuries inflicted by 

Concerning the records of locations of railroads: 
t he Senate reports, Re 

On the order relative to seining in Buzzard's Bay • 
On the order relative to the arrest of women on mesne 

process or execution ; and 
On the petitions of 

Probate 
accounts. 

Hay and s t raw. 

Bills. 



Reports . 

Rills enacted 
and laid before 
the governor. 

Isaac W. Read and others ; 
K. E. Terry and others ; and 
George B. Emerson, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House reports on the petitions of 
The city of Somerville, and 
E. H. Lathrop and others, were severally accepted in 

concurrence. 
The following engrossed bills (the first of which origi-

nated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were laid 
before the Governor for his approval; to wit : — 

Relating to compensation for tide-water displaced. 
Concerning the re-location of streets and ways in the 

city of Boston. 
Adjourned. 

State Prison. 

Charles River. 

Trespass on 
land. 

Domestic ani-
mals and poul-
t ry. 

T H U R S D A Y , March 21, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Truell, from the committee on Prisons, on the an-

nual report of the Inspectors of the State Prison, reported 
A bill to amend chapter 179 of the General Statutes, 

in relation to aiding prisoners to escape from the State 
Prison. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Harbors, on so much of 
the Harbor Commissioners' report as relates to the subject, 
reported 

A bill in amendment of an Act to establish harbor lines 
on Charles River. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on the Fisheries, on an 
order in relation to the subject, reported 

A bill providing that selectmen may measure ponds, 
under chapter 82 of the Acts of the year 1874. 

Mr. Lynde, from the committee on Agriculture, on an 
order in relation to trespass on land under tillage, reported 

A bill to prevent trespass on land. 
Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

an order in relation to encouraging the breeding of poul-
try, reported 

A bill to amend the law in regard to the formation of 
corporations, ¡to as to include associations for encouraging 



the raising of choice breeds of domestic animals and poul-
try ; and these bills were severally read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Claims, on the petition Foster Kmg. 
of Foster King, reported 

A resolve in favor of Foster King; and the same was • 
read and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the Biiis. 

bills, 
Relative to the terms of the Superior Court within and 

for the county of Nantucket ; 
To amend an Act authorizing towns to provide for the 

removal of snow and ice from sidewalks; 
Concerning the treasurer and collector of the city of 

Cambridge; 
To amend an Act concerning the division of flats; 
Fixing the terms of the Superior Court in the county of 

Bristol; and 
Mr. Brown, from the same committee, on the bills, ibid. 
Relating to sidewalks, crosswalks, common sewers, and 

main drains in the fire district of the town of Pittsfield, 
and for other purposes ; 

To authorize the city of Boston to borrow money for 
the improvement of land for the purposes of a public park ; 
_ To confirm certain acts done by Lyman A. Ely as a jus-

tice of the peace; 
Relative to the payment of witnesses in criminal pro-

ceedings before police, district, and municipal courts ; and 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from said committee, on the u>id. 

bills, 
Relating to the venue of prosecutions for embezzlement; 
Relative to funding the floating debt of the city of Fall 

River ; 
In addition to an Act establishing the city of Salem; 

and 
Mr. Merriam, from the same committee, on the bills, ibid. 
Relative to the board of overseers of the poor in the 

city of Springfield; 
Authorizing cities and towns to pass ordinances and by-

laws for the protection of travellers on streets and public 
ways; and 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on the Rosou™. 
resolves, 

In favor of the town of Swampscott; 
Re-imbursing sundry cities and towns for payments made 



on account of rent of armories, severally reported that 
said hills and resolves ought to pass; and they were or-
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill for the protection of the public against unsafe and 
dangerous buildings in the city of Lowell ; and 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the same committee, on 
the bill in relation to sales of merchandise at temporary 
stands in the streets of Boston, reported that these bills 
severally ought not to pass; and they were placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow, on the question of rejec-
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Winn,— 
Ordered, That the committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and 

the Troy and Greenfield Railroad be allowed further time 
to report on matters referred to them, and to visit and in-
spect said railroad during the present session if found ne-
cessary for the consideration of said subject. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, — 
Ordered, That the committee on Claims be allowed fur-

ther time in which to report. 
On motion of Mr. Holmes, the committee on Banks and 

Banking was also granted further time in which to report. 
Severally sent down for concurrence. 

K. B. Forbes Ct Mr. Saunders presented a petition of George Knight and 
"l9' others, in aid of that of R. B. Forbes and others, for the 

establishment of a training school for seamen. 
Referred to the committee on Education. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Committee on 
the Hoosac 
Tunnel. 

Committee on 
Claims. 

Banks iind hank-
ing. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
To amend section 5 of chapter 11 of the General Stat-

utes, relative to property and persons exempted from taxa-
tion (on the order in relation to exempting the real estate, 
in part, of persons over eighty years of age) : 

In relation to railroad police (on an order in relation to 
the subject) ; 

To prevent deception in sales of butter (on the petition 
of George E. Mitchell and others), were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

A report of the committee on the Fisheries, granting leave 



to withdraw, on the petition of Silas P. Pells and others; 8IIA»P.IMI„ 
and et a u . 

A report of the committee on Insurance, that it is inex- cities and town* 
pedient- to legislate on the order relative to authorizing '°t

in8Ure Pa -
rities and towns to insure property within their limits, r > ' 
against losses by fire, were severally read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, in concurrence, That an extension of ten days commi t t ee o„ 
be granted to the committee on Taxation, in which to com- Taxation'.' 
plete the consideration of, and to report on, the various 
matters now before them. 
. Also, That the committee on Education have further Committ(,, „ 

time, not exceeding seven days, in which to report upon Education! "" 
matters which have been referred to them. 

Petitions of Michael Coyle and others, and Geor ge H. 
Teague and others, severally for the establishment of a 
soldiers' home in Massachusetts, were referred to the com-
mittee on Military affairs. 

A petition of Samuel Lane and others in aid of that of 
R. B. Forbes and others, for the establishment of training B' For tos ot 

schools for seamen, was referred to the committee on Edu-
cation. 

A petition of Levi Emery and others for just and equal Emerye t 

taxation was referred to the committee on Taxation. 
A petition of George Sessions and others, in aid of that £ Ito"sMo" 

of C. C. Houghton and others, was referred to the com-
mittee on Roads and Bridges. 

Severally in concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, Bins 
To incorporate the States Union Telegraph and Tele-

phone Company; 
Relating to the proof of foreign wills ; 
To confirm the election of moderator in the town of 

Bradford; 
To authorize the Boston, Clinton, and Fitchburg, and 

New Bedford Railroad Company to discontinue its passen-
ger-station in New Bedford ; 

To incorporate the Central Cemetery Association of 
Randolph, were severally read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading1. o 

The Senate bill to abolish the Third and Fourth Dis-
trict Courts of Plymouth, to enlarge the Second District 
Court of Plymouth, and to establish the District Court of 



Southern Plymouth, was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
»¡lis. The House bills, 

To amend an Act relating to the par value of shares in 
corporations; 

Relating to the advertisements of insurance companies, 
were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 49 of the General 
Statutes, in relation to the inspection and sale of hoops, 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill concerning the records of locations of railroads 
was passed over. 

The report on the petition of Thomas Cahill was con-
sidered. 

Mr. Flatley proposed, as a substitute therefor, a resolve 
in favor of Thomas Cahill; and the same was adopted, 
read and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Reports. The Senate reports, on the petitions of 
The city of Worcester, and 
William Giles Dix, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House reports, 
On the order relative to the taxation of agricultural 

societies; 
On the petition of Edwin Foss and others; and 
On the bill for the protection of women and children 

employed in manufacturing establishments and sundry 
petitions in relation thereto, were severally accepted in 
concurrence. 

The bill to provide a further supply of water for the 
city of New Bedford was taken from the table. 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol proposed an amendment therein, 
and the bill was placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow, and the amendment ordered to be printed. 

The resolve relating to the contract for the State print-
ing was taken from the table and placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow. 

The following engrossed bills ( the first five of which 

Hoops. 

Railroads. 

New Bedford. 

State Printing. 



originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were B>iis enacted 
laid before the Governor for liis approval, to wi t : nnd lakl before 

To enable stockholders in railroad corporations to sub- '1L' 
scribe for additional stock upon an increase thereof. 

Concerning shell-fish on the shores and flats of Thomp-
son's Island. 

To authorize the Trustees of the General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church of North America to hold 
real estate in Massachusetts. 

To authorize the appointment of an additional master in 
chancery for the county of Essex. 

To authorize the town of Marblehead to raise and appro-
priate money for a portrait of Benjamin Abbot, and for ' 
commemorative tablets in Abbot Hall. 

To supply the town of Wayland with pure water. 
Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, M a r c h 22, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Beal, from the committee on Public Lands, on the Charles River, 
petition of the mayor of the city of Boston, reported 

A bill concerning the Commonwealth's flats in Charles 
River. 

The same Senator, from the committee on Roads and Ti8burvalK, 
Bridges, to whom was recommitted the bill to amend EdgarSwn?La-
chapter 63 of the Acts of the year 1870, relating to the & B r i d g e be' 
maintenance of Lagoon Bridge between the towns of Tis-
bury and Edgartown, reported the same in a new draft . 

Mr. Russell from the committee on the Judiciary, on Boston, 
the order m relation to the subject, reported 

A bill to extend the application of sections 6 and 7 of 
chapter 123 of the General Statutes, in relation to the 
venue of actions in which the City of Boston is a party. 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, from the committee on Rail- Princeton and 
roads on the petition of J . H. Currier and others, reported Sterling' 

A bill to authorize the construction of a narrow-gauge 
railroad in Sterling and Princeton; and these bills were 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

r J J r - A d a i n s ' f r ° m committee on the Treasury, on the Thomas cahu,. 
resolve m favor of Thomas Cahill, reported that the same 
ought to pass. 



Nantucket and 
Dukes Counties. 

Drunkenness. 

Steam .engines 
and boilers. 

General rail* 
road law. 

Sales of mer-
chandise. 

Massachusetts 
Temperance Al-
liance. 

C. ( ' . Houghton 
et als. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill in relation to the supreme judicial court for the 
counties of Nantucket and Dukes County, reported that 
said bill ought to pass with an amendment; and the bill 
and resolve were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Liquor Law, 
on the bill to provide for the punishment of drunkenness 
for the first and second offence, reported that said bill 
ought not to pass; and it was placed in the orders of 
the day for to-morrow, on the question of rejection. 

Mr. Gilbert, from the committee on Manufactures, on 
the order relative to amendment of chapter 88 of the Gen-
eral Statutes, relative to steam engines and boilers; and 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol, from the committee on Rail-
roads, on the order relative to amendment of the general 
railroad act, in relation to narrow-gauge railroads; and 

Mr. Knowlton of Worcester, from the committee on 
Mercantile affairs, on the order relative to the sales of 
merchandise at auction in towns where no tax is paid on 
such merchandise, severally reported that it is inexpedient 
to legislate thereon. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Liquor Law, 
on the petition of the Massachusetts Temperance Alliance 
for a metropolitan police in the city of Boston; and 

Mr. Swett, from the committee on Roads and Bridges, 
on the petition of C. C. Houghton and others, severally 
reported that the petitioners have leave to withdraw; and 
these reports were read and placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

District courts 
in Bristol Coun-
ty-

New York and 
New England 
Railroad Com-
pany. 

Committee on 
1 Visons. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill giving to the Second District Court of Bristol and 

the Third District Court of Bristol concurrent jurisdiction 
in the town of Westport, was read and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill concerning the New York and New England Rail-
road Company (being a substitute for the bill to authorize 
the New York and New England Railroad Company to 
take land in Boston for the purpose of increasing its 
terminal facilities,) was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The Senate order granting further time to the committee 
on Prisons, within which to report on matters referred to 
them, came up amended by limiting the time to the first 



day of April nex t ; and the Senate non-concurred in the 
amendment, and the order was returned to the House. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that joint committees have Joint commit-

until April first to report upon matters referred to them. tces' 
Reports granting leave to withdraw, Reports. 
Of the committee on Mercantile affairs, on the petition 

of G-. A. Ashley and others; 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petitions of the 

town of Pittsfield, Bartholomew Cusick, Clarissa B. Hill, 
Marcella Woods, and Maria G. Dunbar ; and 

That it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the committee on Education, on the order relative to 

authorizing the employment of two or more persons to 
visit high and grammar schools, to give instruction upon 
temperance and health, were severally read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A petition of John C. Ropes and others, for amendment j o h „ c . R o p e , 
ot the laws in relation to the assessment of taxes, was re- etalB' 
ferred to the committee on Taxation, in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To amend chapter 179 of the General Statutes, in relation 

to aiding prisoners to escape from the State Prison; 
Providing that selectmen may measure ponds, under 

chapter 82 of the Acts of the year 1874; B'"s-
To prevent trespass on land ; 

. T o amend the law in regard to the formation of corpora-
tions, so as to include associations for encouraging the 
raising of choice breeds of domestic animals and poultry-

Relating to side-walks, cross-walks, common sewers, and 
main drains, in the fire district of the town of Pittsfield 
and tor other purposes; 

Concerning the treasurer and collector of the citv of 
Cambridge; J 

To amend an Act authorizing towns to provide for the 
removal of snow and ice from sidewalks; 

Relative to the terms of the Superior Court within and 
tor the county of Nantucket ; 

Bristol"8 t h C t 6 r m S ° f t h e S u p e r i o r C o u r t i n t l l e county of 
To amend an Act concerning the division of flats; 
Relating to the venue of prosecutions for embezzlement; 
In addition to an Act establishing the city of Salem • 
Relative to the board of overseers of the poor in the city 

of Springfield; J 

Authorizing cities and towns to pass ordinances and by-
27 



laws for the protection of travellers on streets and public 
ways; 

To confirm certain acts clone by Lyman A. Ely as a jus-
tice of the peace; 

Relative to funding the floating debt of the city of Fall 
River ; 

In relation to railsoad police; 
To prevent deception in sales of butter ; and 
The resolves, 
Re-imbursing sundry cities and towns for payments made 

on account of rent of armories; 
In favor of the town of Swampscott, were severally read 

a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 
The bills, 
Concerning the preparation, printing, and distribution 

of public documents; 
Relative to the payment of witnesses in criminal pro-

ceedings before police, district, and municipal courts, were 
severally read a second time, amended, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The bills, 
To authorize the city of Boston to borrow money for the 

improvement of land for the purposes of a public park ; 
Concerning the records of locations of railroads, were 

severally passed over. 
The bill to amend section 5 of chapter 11 of the General 

Statutes, relative to property and persons exempted from 
taxation, was laid on the table. 

The bill concerning the planting of timber-trees and the 
tax thereon, was read a third time, amended in the title 
by striking out the words " the planting," and inserting 
the words "plantations o f " ; and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill to incorporate the town of North Adams was 
read a third time as heretofore amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence, with the amendments which 
were sent down for concurrence. 

The bill to provide for the licensing and restraining of 
dogs, and for the recovery of damages for injuries inflicted 
by them, was re-committed to the committee on Agricul-
ture. 

The bill in amendment of an Act to establish harbor 
lines on Charles River was laid on the table. 



The bill for the protection of the public against unsafe BMs 
and dangerous buildings in the city of Lowell was, in 
accordance with the report of the committee thereon, 
rejected. 

The bill in relation to sales of merchandise at temporary 
stands in the streets of Boston was assigned for Thursday 
next, at 2£ o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate bill to incorporate the States Union Tele-
graph and Telephone Company was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill relating to the proof of foreign wills 

was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The Senate bill to authorize the Boston, Clinton, and 
Fitchburg and New Bedford Railroad Company to discon-
tinue its passenger-station in New Bedford, was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to confirm the election of moderator in 
the town of Bradford, was read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to incorporate the Central Cemetery 
Association of Randolph, was read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed m concurrence. 

The bill to provide a further supply of water for the city 
ot .New Bedford was further considered. 

Mr. Knowlton of Bristol proposed a further amendment 
to the same, and it was then passed over. 

The resolve relating to the contract for State printing' state printing, 
was ordered to a third reading. 8 

The House reports, 
; On the order relative to authorizing cities and towns to Report«, 
insure property within their limits afainst losses by fire ; 

cuSence? ^ ^ ° f ^ R P e l l S ' W 6 r e a 0 C e P t e d i n c o »-

Bills enacted The following engrossed .bills (all of which originated i, 

uovSrte^xK;^'"61^before 



To define and establish the boundary-line between the 
towns of Hanover and Rockland ; 

To amend chapter 166 of the General Statutes, relating 
to offences against the public health; 

Extending the powers of assessors of taxes. 
Adjourned. 

Foster King. 

Fire escapes. 

Harbors. 

State Archives. 

Reports . 

MONDAY, M a r c h 25, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, report-

ed the resolve in favor of Foster King without amend-
ment ; and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Harbors, on the order 
in relation to fire escapes on public buildings and manu-
facturing establishments, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate thereon; and the report was read and placed in 
the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The same Senator from the same committee, on so much 
of the Governor's address as relates to the subject, report-
ed that legislation is unnecessary thereon ; and the report 
was read and placed in the orders of the day for to-mor-
row. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
For the better protection of oyster fisheries in this 

Commonwealth (on the petition of John M. Kinney and 
others) ; 

In relation to meetings of the Directors of the Boston 
and Albany Railroad Company (on the annual report of 
the State Directors of the same), were severally read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

A resolve in addition to a resolve relating to the index-
ing of the State Archives was read and referred to the 
committee on the Treasury. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the committee on Public Charitable Insti tutions; 
On the annual reports of the Trustees of the State In-

dustrial School for girls ; and 
Of the Trustees of the Worcester Lunatic Hospital, 

and the Commissioners on the Danvers Hospital; and 



Of the committee on Constitutional amendments ; on an 
order relative to biennial sessions of the Legislature, and 
biennial elections of State officers; 

Of the committee on Military affairs, on the order rela-
tive to a change in the law respecting State aid to widows 
and children of soldiers and sailors ; 

Of the committee on Education, on the order requiring 
that greater attention shall be given to the teaching of the 
substantial English branches in the public schools ; and 

Reports, granting leave to withdraw ; 
Of the committee on the Fisheries, on the petition of 
Sumner Swazey & Currier and others; 
Jonathan Morrill and others ; and 
Hayden Brown and others ; 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petition of Walter 

Shanly; » 
Of the committee on Education, on the petition of the 

selectmen of Windsor; 
Of the committee on Constitutional amendments, on 

petition of Warner R. Whittier and others for an amend-
ment to the Constitution, providing for biennial sessions 
of the Legislature, and biennial elections of State officers; 

Of the committee on Public Charitable Institutions, 
leave to withdraw, on the petition of the Trustees of the 
State Industrial School at Lancaster, for an appropriation 
to rebuild the houses burned last year, were severally read 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Gregory, from the committee on Agriculture, on the Birds, birds' 
petition of the Massachusetts Fish and Game Protective e gs s a n d d e i r 

Association, and the bill to amend section 1 of chapter 95 
of the acts of 1877, concerning birds; and certain peti-
tions relative thereto, reported 

A bill for the preservation and protection of birds, birds' 
eggs, deer, and game; and the same was read and ordered 
to a second reading'. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills Bills. 
Concerning the Commonwealth's flats in Charles River; 
To extend the application of sections 6 and 7 of chap-

ter 123 of the General Statutes, in relation to the venue 
of actions in which the city of Boston is a par ty ; 

To amend chapter 63 of the Acts of the year 1870, re-
lating to the maintenance of Lagoon Bridge between the 
towns of Tisbury and Edgartown ; 

To authorize the construction of a narrow-gauge rail-
road in Sterling and Princeton; 



Concerning the New York and New England Railroad 
Company; and 

Thomas Cahiu. The resolve in favor of Thomas Cahill, were severally 
read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

Nantucket and The bill in relation to the Supreme Judicial Court for 
the counties of Nantucket and Dukes County was read 
a second time, amended as proposed by the committee 011 
the Judiciary and ordered to a third reading. 

Drunkenness . The bill to provide for the punishment of drunkenness 
for the first and second offence was, in accordance with 
the report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

Public docu- The bill concerning the preparation, printing, and dis-
tribution of public documents was read a third time, 
amended and passed over. 

s t a t e Pr ison. ^ The Senate bill to amend chapter 179 of the General 
Statutes, in relation to aiding prisoners to escape from the 
State Prison, was read a third time and passed to be en-
grossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Measurement of The Senate bill providing that selectmen may measure 
ponds. ponds under chapter 82 of the Acts of the year 1874 was 

read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Trespass on The Senate bill to prevent trespass on land was read a 

third time and passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Domestic ani- The Senate bill to amend the law in regard to the for-
mals and poul- . . ~ . . t o ^ ^ ^ 
try. mation ot corporations, so as to include associations for 

encouraging the raising of choice breeds of domestic ani-
mals and poultry, was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Bins. The House bills, 

Relating to sidewalks, crosswalks, common sewers, and 
main drains, in the fire district of the town of Pittsfield 
and for other purposes ; 

Concerning the treasurer and collector of the city of 
Cambridge; 

To amend an Act authorizing towns to provide for the 
removal of snow and ice from sidewalks ; 

Relative to the terms of the Superior Court within and 
for the county of Nantucket ; 



Fixing the terms of the Superior Court in the county of 
Bristol; 

To amend an Act concerning the division of flats ; 
Relating to the venue of prosecutions for embezzlement; 
In addition to an Act establishing the city of Salem; 
Authorizing cities and towns to pass ordinances and by-

laws for the protection of travellers on streets and public 
ways; 

Relative to the board of overseers of the poor in the 
city of Springfield; 

To confirm certain acts done by Lyman A. Ely as a jus-
tice of the peace; 

Relative to funding the floating debt of the city of Fall 
River; 

In relation to railroad police ; and 
The House resolve in favor of the town of Swampscott, Swampscot t . 

were severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The House bill relative to the payment of witnesses in witnesses, 
criminal proceedings before police, district, and municipal 
courts, was read a third time, as heretofore amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The House bill to prevent deception in sales of butter Sales of butter, 

was read a third time, amended, and passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence with the amendment, which was 
sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The House resolve relating to the contract for the State state printing, 

printing was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The bill to authorize the city of Boston to borrow Boston, 
money for the purchase and improvement of land for the 
purposes of a public park was recommitted to the commit-
tee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to provide a further supply of water for the city New Bedford, 
ot -New Bedford was further considered, and the amend-
ments proposed therein by Mr. Knowlton of Bristol were 
severally adopted, and the bill then passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence, with the amendments which were sent 
down for concurrence. 

The bill concerning the records of locations of railroads Railroads 
was passed over. 



Armory rent. 

Reports . 

Ibid. 

Nor th Adams. 

Lexington. 

The Senate resolve re-imbursing sundry cities and towns 
for payments made on account of rent of armories was 
read a third time, amended and passed to be engrossed, 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate reports on the petitions of 
The Massachusetts Temperance Alliance for the estab-

lishment of a• metropolitan police in the city of Boston ; 
and 

C. C. Houghton and others; and 
On the orders relative to 
Amending chapter 88 of the General Statutes concern-

ing steam-engines, furnaces, and boilers ; 
The sale of merchandise at auction where no tax is paid 

on said merchandise ; 
Amending section 20 of the general railroad law con-

cerning the gauge of railroads, were severally accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

The House reports on the petitions of 
G. A. Ashley and Company and others; 
Maria G. Dunbar ; 
Marcella Woods; 
Clarissa B. Hill ; 
Bartholomew Cusick, severally for State aid ; and 
The town of Pittsfield for reimbursement for moneys 

paid for armory rent and on the order relative to the em-
ployment of instructors in schools on the subject of health 
and temperance, were severally accepted in concurrence ; 

Mr. Brown moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill to incorporate the town of North Adams 
passed to be engrossed, and the motion being considered, 
was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill relating to the payment of certain 
damages, liabilities, costs and expenses of the town of 
Lexington (which originated in the Senate) passed to be 
enacted and was laid before the Governor for his approval. 

Adjourned. 



TUESDAY, March 26, 1S78. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the Massapoag 

Judiciary, on the order relative to the right of the public Fond' 
m Massapoag Pond, reported, asking to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, and that the same be 
referred to the committee on Water Supply and Drainage; 
and the report was accepted, and the order sent down for 
concurrence in the reference. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Gilbert, from the committee on Railroads, on the ^ t c h b u r g R e -

order relative to improvements on its own and leased lines roadLompany ' 
by the Fitchburg Railroad Company; 

On the order relative to an inquiry relative to the finan- Boston ma ai-
cial condition of the Boston and Albany Railroad Com- c ^ . r o a d 

pany; and 
On the annual report of the State Directors of the Boston »¡a-

and Albany Railroad Company, reported that it is inexpe-
dient to legislate thereon; and the reports were severally 
read, and placed in the orders of the day for tomorrow. * 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on BUIS. 
the bills, J 

t 0 t h e Second District Court of Bristol and the 
thi rd District Court of Bristol concurrent jurisdiction in 
the town of Westport; 

In relation to the recording and registering of bets and 
wagers and the buying and selling of pools, reported that 
said bills ought to pass, and they were ordered to a second 
reading-. 

Mr Day, from the committee on Harbors, on the peti- B o s t o n 
tion of the city of Boston, reported 

A bill to abate a nuisance in the city of Boston, and for 
the preservation of the public health in said city; and the 
same was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Davol, on leave, introduced Pl]blic Doou 

A resolve relative to the distribution of certain public 
documents ; and the same was read, and referred, under a 
suspension of the twentieth joint rule, to the committee 
on Printing. 

The President presented certain resolutions of the Evan- Eva„geiica. 
gencat Ministers xissociation of Boston and vicinity, con- Mincer,-¿wo-
cerning chaplaincies of State institutions; and the same 
was read, and placed on file. 
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Bills, 
Papers from the House. 

Executors and 
Administrators. 

Butchers ' 
Slaughtering 
and Melting 
Association. 

Reports. 

To amend chapter 120 of the acts of the year 1869, 
entitled " An Act to prevent fraud in the sale of cotton 
sewing-thread" (on the order in relation to the subject) ; 

Requiring returns relating to fires (on an order in rela-
tion to the subject) ; 

Relating to foreign insurance companies (on the special 
report of the Insurance Commissioner) ; 

To incorporate the Trustees of the Public Library of 
the Citv of Boston (on the petition of the mayor of the 
city of Boston,) were severally read, and ordered to a sec-
ond reading. 

A resolve in favor of the Massachusetts School for 
Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth ; and 

A resolve in favor of Company C, Eighth Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (on the petition of Capt. 
Charles O'Hare), were severally read, and referred to the 
committee on the Treasury. 

A bill limiting the time within which executors or ad-
ministrators may be cited to take upon themselves the pros-
ecution or defence of actions was read, and referred to the 
committee on Probate and Chancery. 

The Senate bill to authorize the Butchers' Slaughtering 
and Melting Association to increase its capital stock came 
up amended in the title, by substituting therefor the fol-
lowing : — 

" Bill relating to the Butchers' Slaughtering and Melt-
ing Association ; " and the amendment was adopted in 
concurrence. 

Reports of the committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions, that it is inexpedient to legislate on the annual 
reports of the trustees of 

The State Lunatic Hospital at Northampton ; 
The Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for 

the Blind ; 
The Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded 

Youth; and 
On the annual reports, 
Of the Board of State Charities; 
Of the Inspectors of the State Workhouse at Bridge-

water ; and 
A report, reference to the next General Court, of the 

committee on Railroads, on the petition of Willard Marcy 
and others; and 



Reports, granting leave to withdraw, Reports. 
Of the committee on Claims, on the petition of George 

Clapp and Frederick H. Ballou; and 
Of the committee on Towns, on the petition of Samuel 

Butler and others ; and 
Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the committee on Water Supply and Drainage, on 

an order relative to the sale of tainted fish; 
Of the committee on the Fisheries, on an order relative 

to_ amending the laws regulating the taking of fish in 
Vineyard Sound; 
. Of the committee on Taxation, on the abstract of cer-

tificates of corporations organized under the general laws; 
and 

A report of the committee on Prisons, on an order in 
relation to certain contracts for labor at the House of 
Correction at East Cambridge, were severally read, and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A report of the committee on Military affairs, asking Brid«et iIur-
to be discharged from the consideration of the resolve in Phy' 
favor of Bridget Murphy of Merrimack, was accepted in 
concurrence. 

A report that it is inexpedient to legislate on the order County of 

relative to further legislation in relation to the district iSS°x' 
court tor the county of Essex, was read, and referred to 
the committee on Expenditures. 

A message from the Governor, with estimates of the In- s tate Prison, 
spectors of the State Prison, of the amounts necessary to 
put m operation the new State Prison, was referred, in 
concurrence, to the committee on Prisons. 

A petition of Isaac Damon and others for the estab- Soldiers 'Home, 
lishment of a soldiers' home in Massachusetts was referred 
m concurrence, to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re- s ta te Archives, 
ported the Resolve in addition to a Resolve, relating to the 
indexing of the State Archives, without amendment; and 
tlie same was ordered to a second reading 

O 
Mr. Ropes, from the committee of Conference on the commissioners 

disagreeing votes of the two houses, in relation to the °VonlTioa're" 
pnntmg of the report of the Commissioners on Taxation 
ot the year 1875, reported that the committee had been 
unable to agree, and they asked to be discharged. 

And the report was accepted; and thereupon Messrs. 



Adame. 

Boston and Al-
bany Ra i l road 
Company . 

Fos te r K ing . 

B i rds , b i rds ' 
eggs and deer . 

Common-
weal th 's F l a t s . 

V e n u e of 
act ions . 

Lagoon Br idge . 

S te r l ing and 
Pr ince ton . 

N a n t u c k e t and 
D u k e s Count ies . 

Coffin, Bishop, and Canfield were appointed a new commit-
tee of Conference in relation to the subject. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. Winn presented a petition of the selectmen of the 

town of Florida for amendment of the laws in relation to 
damages for injuries resulting from defects in highways. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the motion 

to reconsider the vote whereby the "bil l to incorporate 
the town of Adams " was passed to be engrossed was car-
ried in the affirmative, and the bill was laid on the table. 

The bill in relation to meetings of the Directors of the 
Boston and Albany Railroad Company; and 

The resolve in favor of Foster King, were severally read 
a second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill for the protection of birds, birds' eggs, deer, 
and game was read a second time, amended, and refused a 
third reading. 

The bill concerning the Commonwealth's flats in Charles 
River was recommitted to the committee on Public Lands. 

The Senate bill to extend the application of sections 6 
and 7 of chapter 123 of the General Statutes, in relation 
to the venue of actions in which the City of Boston is a 
party, was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 63 of the Acts of the 

year 1870, relating to the maintenance of Lagoon Bridge 
between the towns of Tisbury and Edgartown, was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to authorize the construction of a nar-
row-gauge railroad in Sterling and Princeton was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill in relation to the Supreme Judicial 
Court for the counties of Nantucket and Dukes County 
was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill concerning the New York and New 



England Railroad Company was read a third time, and New York and 
passed to be engrossed. * RanrScom 

Sent down for concurrence. pany-
The resolve in favor of Thomas Cahill was read a third Thomas cah in . 

time ; and, the question on ordering the same to be en-
grossed was taken by yeas and nays, as follows, to wi t : — 
YEAS.— Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Barton, 

Beal, Brown, Burrage, 
Canfield, Davol, Day, 
Ely, Ewing, - Flatley, 
Gogin, Hill, Knowlton, W . 
Palmer, Ropes, Russell, 
Truell, W i n n , — 2 0 . 

NAYS.—Messrs. Gardner, Sherman, 
White, James, White, Jona than ,—4. 

So the resolve passed to be engrossed. 
The Senate bill concerning the preparation, printing, 

and distribution of public documents, was read a third time, 
further amended, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The reports on so much of the Governor's Address as Reports, 

relates to harbors; 
On the order relating to further legislation concerning 

fire-escapes on public buildings and manufactories; 
On the annual reports of the trustees of, 
The State Industrial School for Girls; 
The State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester; 
The Commissioners for the erection of the Danvers Hos-

pital ; and 
On the orders relative to 
A more thorough education of children in the public 

schools in the English branches of s tudy; 
_ Amendment of the act of last year' relative to State 

aid; and 
On the petitions of 
The State Industrial School for Girls for an appropria-

tion ; 1 

Jonathan Morrill and others; 
Sumner, Swazey, & Currier and others; 
Hayden Brown and others; 
Walter Shanly; and 
The selectmen of Windsor, were severally accepted, the 

last twelve in concurrence, and the first two sent down for 
concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The report on the order relative to an amendment to 



the Constitution in respect to biennial sessions of the Legis-
lature, and biennial elections of State officers ; and 

On the petition of Warner R. Whittier and others, rela-
tive to the same subject, were laid on the table. 

The bill for the better protection of the oyster fisheries 
in the Commonwealth was assigned for consideration 011 
Thursday next. 

Adjourned. 

Probate office of 
Suffolk. 

Probate court at 
Fi tehburg. 

Spencer Be rden 
et als. 

Joseph A . 
Beauvais et als. 

Ashburnham. 

W E D N E S D A Y , March 2 7 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on Pro-

bate and Chancery, on the bill to provide for the appoint-
ment of a clerk in the probate-office of the county of Suf-
folk ; and 

Mr. Gardner from the same committee, on the bill to 
provide additional terms of the Probate Court at Fitch-
burg, in the county of Worcester, severally reported that 
these bills ought to pass; and they were ordered to a sec-
ond reading. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on the Fisheries, on the 
petition of Spencer Borden and others, reported that the 
petitioners have leave to withdraw; and the report was 
read, and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the petition of Joseph A. Beauvais and others, reported, 
asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the same be referred to the committee on 
Banks and Banking; and the report was accepted, and the 
petition was sent down for concurrence in the reference. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Merriam presented a petition of the selectmen of 

Hinsdale ; and 
Mr. Swett, a petition of the selectmen of Ashburnham, 

severally for amendment of the law relative to damages 
recoverable for injuries resulting from defects in 
ways. 

Referred to the committee 011 the Judiciary. 

high-

Papers from the House. 
A bill to amend an Act entitled " A n Act to establish a 



reformatory prison for women" was referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee on Prisons. 

Bills, 
In relation to the indexes in the registry of deeds of the 

county of Suffolk; 
Concerning the continuance of cases nisi in the Superior 

Cour t ; 
To establish a fire district in the town of Lee, and for 

the dissolution of the existing fire district, were severally 
read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A resolve in favor of Samuel C. Kenney was read, and 
referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Bills, 
To prevent over-insurance, and to define to whom pay-

ment of losses shall be made in certain cases (on the peti-
tion of Thomas P. Proctor and others) ; 

Concerning certain stations of the New York and New 
England Railroad Company in Newton (on the petition of 
George D. Eldredge and others), were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Reports of the committee on Claims, granting leave to 
withdraw, on the petitions of 

Mary E. Bates, and 
Adelia T. Jones, severally for State aid, were read, and 

placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
The following order was amended by striking therefrom 

the word " instructed," and inserting in place thereof the 
word " authorized : " — 

Ordered, That the committee on Military Affairs be in-
structed to visit the National Soldiers' Home at Augusta 
in the State of Maine. 

And the order as amended was adopted in concurrence, 
with the amendment, which was sent down for concur-
rence. 

Came up concurred. 
The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the bills, 
Giving to the Second District Court of Bristol and the 

Third District Court of Bristol concurrent jurisdiction in 
the town of Westport ; 

To incorporate the Trustees of the Public Library 
the City of Boston ; 

To amend chapter 120 of the Acts of the year 1869, 
prevent fraud in the sale of cotton sewing-thread; 

Requiring returns relating to fires ; and 
The resolve in addition to a resolve, relating to the in-

Reformatory 
prison for wo-
men. 

Samuel C. Ken-
ney. 

Repor ts . 

Committee on 
mili tary affairs. 

of 

to 



Bets and 
wagers. 

Directors of the 
Boston and Al-
bany Railroad 
Company. 

s t a t e archives. ¿ e x i n g 0f the State archives, were severalty read a second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill in relation to the recording and registering of 
bets and wagers, and the buying and selling of pools, was 
laid on the table. 

The House bill in relation to meetings of the Directors 
of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Foster King. The Senate resolve in favor of Foster King was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Reports. The Senate reports on the orders relative to 

An inquiry into the financial condition of the Boston 
and Albany Railroad Corporation ; 

Further improvements 011 its own and leased lines of 
railroad by the Fitchburg Railroad Company; and 

O11 the annual report of the State Directors of the Bos-
ton and Albany Railroad Corporation, were severally ac-
cepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Ibid- The House reports 011 the annual reports of the trustees 

of 
The Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded 

Youth; 
The Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for 

the Blind; 
The Inspectors of the State Workhouse at Bridgewater; 

and 
The Board of State Charities; and 

Ibid- On the orders relative to 
Amending the laws relative to the use of weirs, seines, 

and nets in Vineyard Sound, and sundry petitions relative 
to the same subject; 

The sale of tainted fish ; and 
To contracts for labor at the House of Correction at 

East Cambridge; and 
O11 the petitions of 
Samuel Butler and others ; and 
Willard Marcy and others ; and 
On the abstract of returns of corporations organized 

under the general laws ; and 
Ibid- On the annual report of the Trustees of the Lunatic 

Hospital at Northampton, were severally accepted in con-
currence. 



Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the woman sur-
consi deration of the resolve providing for an amendment frag0-
of the Constitution, to secure the elective franchise and 
the right to hold office to women; and the same was read 
a second time, and, after debate, further assigned for con-
sideration on Tuesday next, at 2J o'clock, P.M. 

The report on the petition of Sarah S. Russell and f f ; e
R u s " 

others was considered, and assigned for Tuesday next, at 
2I o'clock, P.M. 

The orders of the day were resumed, and the bill con- Railroads, 
cerning the records of locations of railroads was further 
considered, but, without action thereon, the orders of the 
day were laid on the table. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on the ^o^teidiot 
resolve in favor of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic ic and Feebie-
and Feeble-Minded Youth, reported that the same ought m i n d e d Y o m h ' 
to pass; and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, on David Aiken et 

the petition of David Aiken and others, reported that the aIs' 
petitioners have leave to withdraw; and the report was 
read, and placed in the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 

The following engrossed bills ( the first of which origi- Bins enacted, 
nated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were laid ^e

d
g^e

a
rn

b
0
e
r
fore 

before the Governor for his approval; to wi t : — 
Relating to securities held by savings banks and trust 

companies in pledge or as collateral; 
To amend an Act relating to the par value of shares in 

corporations; 
Relating to the advertisements of insurance companies. 
On motion of Mr. Flatley, the vote by which the resolve Thomas cahi i i . 

in favor of Thomas Cahill passed to be engrossed was re-
considered ; and the resolve was laid on the table. 

The bill in amendment of an Act to establish harbor ChnrleB
 River, 

lines on Charles River was taken from the table, and placed harb°r liae9 °n' 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 



Probate courts 
in county of 
Suffolk. 

Smelts and 
white perch. 

Private schools, 
approval of, &c. 

Registration of 
statistics. 

School Commit-
tees. 

Personal 
actions. 

T H U R S D A Y , March 28, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. White/of Plymouth, from the committee on Pro-

bate and Chancery, on the bills, 
To amend an Act establishing the terms of the probate 

court in the county of Bristol; 
To amend section 10 of chapter ninety-two of the Gen-

eral Statutes, relating to subscribing witnesses to wills; 
Concerning suits upon debts, claims, and assets sold or 

assigned by executors and administrators; and 
Mr. Gardner, from the same committee, on the bill fixing 

the time and place of holding probate courts in the county 
of Suffolk, severally reported that said bills ought to pass; 
and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on the Fisheries, on the 
petition of William H. Nelson and others, reported 

A bill to amend section 31 of chapter 384 of the Acts 
of the year 1869, relating to the penalty for taking smelts 
or white perch. 

Mr. Saunders, from the committee on Education, on the 
bill to amend an Act relating to the employment of chil-
dren and regulations respecting them, and the order rela-
tive to amending chapter 279 of the Acts of 1873 regulating 
•the attendance of children at school, reported 

A bill in relation to the approval of private schools by 
school committees. 

Mr. Bishop, from the committee on Water Supply and 
Drainage, on the petition of the city of Newton, reported 

A bill concerning sewers and drains in the city of Newton. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Education, 
on the report of the Board of Supervisors of Statistics 
reported 

A bill to provide for the more accurate registration of 
vital statistics; and these bills were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Saunders, from the committee on Education, on the 
order relative to the expenditure of money by school com-
mittees ; and 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the 
order in relation to the limitation of personal actions; and 

Mr. Gardner, from the committee on Public Charitable 



Institutions, on the annual report of the Inspectors of the 
State Almshouse ; and 

On the annual report of the Trustees of the State Luna-
tic Hospital at Taunton, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate thereon ; and these reports were severally read, 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Gilbert presented a petition of the selectmen of 
Goshen in relation to damages for injuries resulting from 
defects in highways. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
A bill relating to the central district court of Worcester 

was read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Resolves 
In favor of George White (on the petition of the same) ; 
In favor of the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear 

Infirmary (on the petition of the same), were severally read, 
and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Bills 
For the formation of a new corporation, with authority 

to purchase and operate the Ashburnham Railroad in the 
town of Ashburnham (on the petition of George C. Win-
chester); 

To authorize the appointment of trustees for the Massa-
chusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth (on 
an order relative to the subject) ; and 

The resolves 
Relative to labor in State institutions (on an order in 

relation to the subject), were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The resolve providing for an amendment to the Consti-
tution, to prohibit the alienation of the title of the Com-
monwealth in the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
Tunnel (in a new draft) , was read, ordered to a second 
reading, and laid on the table. 

Reports, that it is inexpedient to legislate, 
Of the committee on the Fisheries, on the order relative 

to the fisheries in Green Harbor Marsh in Marshfield • 
Of the committee on Railroads, on an order relative to 

a change in the law respecting the selection of directors, 
on the part of the State, of the Boston and Albany Rail-
road Corporation ; and 

Reports, granting leave to withdraw, 
Of the committee 011 Railroads, on the petition of the 

Fitchburg Railroad Company ; 

State Alms-
house. 

Lunat ic hospital 
at Taunton . 

Highways, de-
fects in. 

Central district 
court of Worces-
ter . 

Bills. 

Resolves. 

Constitution. 

Reports . 



Of the committee on Prisons, on the petition of the 
county commissioners of Middlesex county ; 

Of the committee on Claims, on the petition of the town 
of Adams; 

Of the committee on Education, on the petition of the 
Massachusetts Veterinary College, were severally read, and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The report of the committee of Conference in relation 
to the disagreeing votes of the two houses relating to the 
printing of additional copies of the report of the commis-
sioners on Taxation for the year 1875 came up, and the 
House declines to appoint a new committee of Conference. 

Thereupon the committee appointed on the part of the 
Senate were discharged, and the Senate adhered to its 
amendment, and the report was returned to the House. 

The Senate order authorizing the committee on the 
the Hoosac Tun- Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad fur-
nei, &c. ^g j , t j m e report, came up amended, by fixing the time 

at which the report shall be made on April 18; and the 
Senate concurred in said amendment. 

The following order was read, and referred to the com-
Money Bills. , , T v • 

mittee on the Judiciary: — 
Ordered, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the 

opinion of the justices of the Supreme Judicial Court be 
requested upon the following question, viz.: — 

Is the power to originate a bill, granting or appropriating 
money from the State treasury, limited by the Constitution 
to the House of Representatives; or does the power reside 
in both branches of the Legislature ? 

BiUs The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To abate a nuisance in the city of Boston, and for the 

preservation of the public health in said city; 
Relating to foreign insurance companies; 
To prevent over-insurance, and to define to whom pay-

ment of losses shall be made in certain cases; 
Concerning certain stations of the New York and New 

England Railroad Company in Newton ; 
The resolve in favor of the Massachusetts School for 

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, were severally read a 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

ibid. The bills, 
To provide additional terms of the Probate Court at 

Fitcliburg in the county of Worcester; 

Taxation, Re-
por t of Com-
missioners on. 

Committee on 



For the better protection of oyster fisheries in this Com-
monwealth, were severally read a second time, amended, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill concerning the records of locations of railroads Railroads, 
was far ther considered. 

The substitute proposed therefor by Mr. Russell was 
amended and rejected ; and the bill was then ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill to provide for the appointment of a clerk in the Probate court in 
probate-office of the county of Suffolk was read a second Suffolk-
time, and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Subsequently Mr. Adams, from said committee, reported 
the bill without amendment; and the same was ordered to 
a third reading. 

The bill in amendment of an Act to establish harbor lines Charles River, 
on Charles River was ordered to be placed in the orders of 
the day for Wednesday next. 

The bill giving to the second district court of Bristol Bnatoi county, 

and the third district court of Bristol concurrent jurisdic- 1£°tll0tC0Urts 

tion in the town of Westport, was read a second time. 
Mr. Knowlton proposed a substitute therefor, extending 

the jurisdiction of said courts to the town of Freetown; 
and the same was adopted, read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The House bills, Bins. 
To incorporate the trustees of the Public Library of the 

City of Boston ; 
Requiring returns relating to fires ; and 
The resolve in addition to a Resolve relating to the In- s ta te Archives, 

dexing of the State Archives, were severally read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The report on the petition of George Clapp and Freder- G e o r g e c i a P P 

ick Iv. Ballon was accepted in concurrence. e t aL 

The Senate reports on the petitions of Reports. 

David Aiken and others, and 
Spencer Borden and others, were severally accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House report on the petition of Mary E. Bates Was 
accepted in concurrence. 

The report on the petition of Adelia T. Jones ; and 
The bill to amend chapter 120 of the Acts of the year 



Sewing-thread. 1869, entitled " A n Act to prevent fraud in the sale of 
cotton sewing-thread," were laid 011 the table. 

s a i e ^ o f mer- Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the 
ehan consideration of the bill in relation to sales of merchandise 

at temporary stands in the streets of Boston ; but, without 
action thereon, the bill was further assigned for considera-
tion on Wednesday next, at 2J o'clock, P.M. 

andB iaid a Cbtfore following engrossed bills (the first four of which 
the governor"1 originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted; to 

wit : — 
To amend an Act relating to public warehouses. 
Relating to the Butchers' Slaughtering and Melting As-

sociation. 
To amend section 1 of chapter 59 of the Acts of the 

year 1867, concerning the protection of camp-meetings. 
To divide the town of Wilbraham, and to incorporate 

the town of Hampden. 
In relation to railroad police. 
Authorizing cities and towns to pass ordinances and by-

laws for the protection of travellers on streets and public 
ways. 

To confirm certain acts done by Lyman A. Ely as a 
justice of the peace. 

To amend an Act authorizing towns to provide for the 
removal of snow and ice from sidewalks. 

To incorporate the Central Cemetery Association of 
Randolph. 

Relative to the Board of Overseers of the Poor of the 
City of Springfield. 

Fixing the terms of the Superior Court in the County of 
Bristol. 

Resoivespaseed, The following engrossed resolves ( the first of which 
thne1govedrnorforc originated in the Senate) were passed, and, with the above-

named bills, were laid before the Governor for his ap-
proval ; to wi t : — 

To amend a resolve in relation to the Antietam Ceme-
tery, in the State of Maryland. 

Relating to the contract for the State printing. 
Adjourned. 



FRIDAY, March 29, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Gardner, from the committee on Probate and Chan- Guardians of 

eery, to whom was referred the bill for the better protec- mmors-
tion of neglected and destitute children, reported the same 
in a new draft, under the title of 

Bill relating to the appointment and removal of guardi-
ans of minors. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on criminal cases, 
an order in relation to the subject, reported 

A bill to amend chapter 78 of the Acts of the year 
1863, relating to the jurisdiction of trial-justices in certain 
criminal cases. 

Mr. Gilbert from the committee on Railroads, on the Railroads, 
annual report of the Railroad Commissioners, reported 

A bill to amend chapter 372 of the Acts of the year 
1874, relating to railroads; and these bills were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on Hawkers and 
an order in relation to the subject, reported 

A bill to amend section 1 of chapter 331 of the Acts of 
the year 1870, relating to hawkers and peddlers ; and the 
same was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on County of suf-
the bill in relation to the indexes in the Registry of Deeds f°lk' 
of the County of Suffolk ; and 

Mr. Coffin, from the committee on Taxation, on the bill Dwelling-
relating to the exemption of dwelling-houses from taxa- boU8e8' 
tion ; and 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the Judiciary, on noiyoke. 
the bill to amend the Act to supply the town of Ho'lyoke 
with pure water ; and 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, on the Resolves, 
resolves 

In favor of Company C, Eighth Regiment Massachu-
setts Volunteer Militia ; 

In favor of the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear 
Infirmary ; and 

Mr. Flatley, from the same committee, on the resolve in George white, 
favor of George White, severally reported that these bills 
and resolves severally ought to pass; and they were or-
dered to a second reading. 



Employment 0f Mr. Saunders, from the committee on Education, on the 
children. petition of the school committee of Salem ; and 

On the orders relative to 
The employment of children in manufacturing establish-

ments ; and 
ibid. The employment of persons under the age of thirteen 

years in said establishments, reported asking to be dis-
charged from the further consideration thereof, and that 
the same be referred to the next General Court. 

Savings Banks. Mr. Holmes, from the committee on Banks and Banking, 
submitted a similar report on the bill in addition to an act 
in relation to savings banks and institutions for savings; 
and these reports were severally read, and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bishop, — 
committee on Ordered, That the joint special committee on Taxation 

be allowed until April eighth to report upon matters now 
before said committee. 

Mrs. Nathaniel Mr. White of Plymouth presented a petition of Mrs. 
M.Horton et als. N a t h a n i e l M . Horton and another, for confirmation and 

ratification of a certain deed of Eben F. Stone; and the 
same was referred, under a suspension of the 20th joint 
rule, to the committee on Probate and Chancery. 

Papers from the House. 
Mashpee. A bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the town of 

Mashpee (in a new draft) , was read, and referred to the 
committee on the Treasury. 

Fourth congre- The Senate bill to change the name of the Fourth Con-
gationai Pre- gregational Precinct in Rochester to the First Congrega-
emct in Roches- D o , ö ö 
ter. tional society m Marion and tor other purposes, came up 

amended in the title by substituting therefor the follow-
ing : — 

" Bill relating to the Fourth Congregational Precinct in 
Rochester; " and the amendment was adopted in concur-
rence. 

John p. sawin. The Senate resolve in favor of John P. Sawin came up 
concurred with an amendment which was adopted in con-
currence. 

Reports. Reports, of the committee on Education, that it is inex-
pedient to legislate on the orders, 

Relative to half-time day-schools ; 
Relative to the collection of information concerning the 



teaching of industrial branches in schools of other coun-
tries ; 

Relative to change in the law concerning the distribu-
tion of moneys raised for the support of schools, were read, 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the committee on Rail- Co™™"1« ° 
l i n n • • railroads. 

roads be allowed to report m print on the matters relating 
to the New York and New England Railroad Company, be-
fore referred to them, and that they have until April eighth 
within which to make their reports. 

The order relative to the rights of the public in Massa- ^ 0
a y a g 

poag Pond came up non-concurred in the reference thereof 
to the committee on Water Supply and Drainage, and re-
ferred to the next General Cour t ; and the Senate con-
curred in the action of the House. 

The report on the order relative to an amendment to Constitution-
the Constitution, providing for biennial sessions of the 
Legislature and biennial elections of State officers; and 

The report on the petition of Warner R. Whittier and 
others in relation to the subject; and 

The bill in relation to the recording and registering of Bets and wa-
bets and wagers, and the buying and selling of pools, were 8ers' 
taken from the table, and placed in the orders of the day 
for Tuesday next. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, »"i"-
To amend section 31 of chapter 384 of the Acts of the 

year 1869, relating to the penalty for taking smelts or 
white perch; 

To provide for the more accurate registration of vital 
statistics; 

In relation to the approval of private schools by school 
committees ; 

Concerning sewers and drains in the city of Newton; 
Giving to the Second District Court of Bristol and the 

Third District Court of Bristol concurrent jurisdiction in 
the^towns of Westport and Freetown; 

Fixing the time and place of holding probate courts in 
the county of Suffolk ; 

To amend an Act establishing the terms of the Probate 
Court in the County of Bristol; 

Concerning suits upon debts, claims, and assets sold or 
assigned by executors and administrators; 

To amend section 10 of chapter 92 of the General Stat-
utes, relating to subscribing witnesses to wills; 

30 



Massachusetts 
School for Idiot-
ic and Feeble-
Minded Youth. 

Probate court at 
Fi tchburg. 

Labor in state 
institutions. 

Over-insurance. 

Bills. 

Reports . 

To authorize the appointment of trustees for the Massa-
chusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth ; 

For the formation of a new corporation, with authority 
to purchase and operate the Ashburnham Railroad in the 
town of Ashburnham, were severally read a second time, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to abate a nuisance in the city of Bos-
ton, and for the preservation of the public health in said 
city, was read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bills, 
Concerning the records of locations of railroads; 
Relating to foreign insurance companies ; 
To provide for the appointment of a clerk in the pro-

bate-office of the county of Suffolk; 
Concerning certain stations of the New York and New 

England Railroad Company in Newton ; and 
The resolve in favor of the Massachusetts School for 

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, were severally read a 
third time, ancl passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill to provide additional terms of the Pro-
bate Court at Fitchburg, in the county of Worcester, was 
read a third time, as heretofore amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendment which was 
sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The resolve relating to labor in State institutions was 

read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to prevent over-insurance and to define to whom 

payment of losses shall be made in certain cases was ordered 
to be placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate reports on the annual reports of, 
The Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton; 
The Inspectors of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury; 

and 
On the order relative to the expenditure of money by 

school committees, were severally accepted. 
Sent clown for concurrence. 

The House reports, 
On the order relative to amending the laws concerning 

the election of State Directors of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad Corporation; and 

On an order relative to fisheries in Green Harbor River 
in Marshfield : and 



Limitation of 
personal ac-
tions. 

On the petitions of 
The Massachusetts Veterinary College ; 
The town of Adams ; 
The commissioners of Middlesex County, were severally 

accepted in concurrence. 
The Senate report on the order relative to modifying 

section 6 of chapter 155 of the General Statutes, concern-
ing limitation of personal actions, was accepted. 

The following engrossed bills (all of which originated Bills enacted, 

m the House) were passed to be enacted : to wit, — the
d governo?'™ 

In addition to an Act establishing the City of Salem ; 
Concerning the Treasurer and Collector of the City of 

Cambridge; 
Relative to the terms of the Superior Court within and 

for the County of Nantucket; 
An engrossed resolve in favor of the town of Swamp-

scott (which originated in the House) passed, and, with 
tbe above-named bills, was laid before the Governor for 
his approval. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, Apr i l 1, 1878. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 

Mr. Gardner, from the committee on Probate and Chan- Executor» and 
eery, to whom was referred the bill limiting the time Adminis t ra tors , 
within which executors or administrators may be cited to 
take upon themselves the prosecution or defence of actions, 
reported that the same ought to pass in a new draft. 

The same Senator from the committee on Public Chari- se t t lement of 
table Institutions, to whom was referred the bill concern- pauper8' 
mg the settlement of paupers, reported the same in a new 
draf t ; and these bills were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Davol, from the committee on Printing, to whom Public docu-
was referred the resolve relative to the distribution of cer- ment3' 
tain public documents, reported that the same ought to 
pass, and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Barton presented a petition of the selectmen of Highway,, 
Douglas for amendment of the laws in relation to damages 
recoverable for injuries resulting from defects in highways in' 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
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