
W E D N E S D A Y , M a y 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
Relating to the distribution of the annual income of Bills, 

the school fund, and to provide for reports by school 
committees, (on the order in relation to the attendance of 
children at school) ; 

In addition to an Act relating to the employment of 
children, and regulations respecting them, (substituted in 
the House for the Senate report on the several orders in 
relation to the subject, and the petition of the city of 
Salem,) were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill to establish the Commonwealth's Flats Improve- Common-
ment Fund (on the annual report of the Land Commis- improvement8 

sioners,) was read and referred to the committee on the I'mid-
Treasury. 

The Senate bill to amend chapter 11 of the General i jiterary and 
Statutes, relating to the real estate of literary, benevolent, tk!ns.nMmi 

charitable, and scientific institutions, came up concurred 
with an amendment which was adopted in concurrence. 

A report of the committee on Labor that it is inex- inspection of 
pedient to legislate on the order relative to amendment of f',ctorles-
the Act of 1877, relative to the inspection of factories, was 
read and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Ordered, In concurrence, that the 3d joint rule be Third Joint 
suspended to enable the committee on Banks and Banking liule" 
to report in the House a bill recommitted in the Senate. 

Petitions of 
Daniel Donovan and others, 
H. A. King and others, 
H. G. Herrick and others, 
Jonathan H. Nichols and others, and 
C. A. Yeaton and others, severally, that the Lowell and Loweii and 

Lawrence Railroad Company may be authorized to extend road'compSyi 
its road in the city of Lawrence, were referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee on Railroads. 

The orders of the clay were taken up ; and the bill to Militia, 
provide for the enrolment of the militia, for the organi-
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zation of the volunteer militia, and for the public defence, 
was read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The resolves, 
Providing for the expense of enforcing the provisions of 

law in relation to Green-Harbor Marsh in Marshfield ; 
To provide for the erection of a fence at the State camp-

ground at Framingham; 
To provide for the purchase of knapsacks for issue to 

the militia; 
To provide for the repairs of buildings at the State 

camp-ground at Framingham, and at the arsenal-grounds 
at Cambridge, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The resolve in relation to the new State prison at 
Concord was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill relative to the Southern Vermont Railroad, and 
certain railroads in Vermont, to be constructed, to connect 
with the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, was passed over. 

The bill concerning commercial fertilizers was ordered 
to be considered in the afternoon session. 

The bill to abolish the second and third district courts 
of Plymouth, and to establish a new district court in said 
county, was read a second time ; the amendment proposed 
by the committee on the Judiciary was adopted, and the 
bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The House bill relating to the sale of real estate taken 
for taxes was read a third time as heretofore amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amendment 
which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to confirm the deed of Eben F. Stone as 
guardian of Nathaniel P. Smith, an insane person, was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill concerning fees of special and trial 

justices in inquests was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill relating to payments for burial purposes 
from the estates of deceased persons was read a third time 
and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 



The House bill relating to registration and elections in Boston, 
the city of Boston was read a third time as heretofore 
amended. The amendments proposed thereto by Mr. 
Flatley were withdrawn; and the bill was passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments which 
were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The resolve authorizing the Governor and Council to Amaziah Mayo 
make a settlement with Amaziah Mayo and George G. e t a L 

Baker, contractors for building the reformatory prison for 
women, was read a second time ; but, before any action was 
had thereon, the Senate took a recess until two o'clock, P.M.; 

And at that hour re-assembled; and the orders of the 
day were laid on the table. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on Mashpee. 
the bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the town of 
Mashpee, reported that the same ought to pass with an 
amendment; and it was placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Paper from the House. 

A bill in relation to the collection of taxes was read, collection of 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. taxeB-

The following engrossed bills, (the first two of which BHIS enacted, 
originated in the Senate,) passed to be enacted, and were governor"*""' 
laid before the Governor for his approval, to w i t : — 

To amend the Act to supply the town of Holyoke with 
pure water. 

Concerning the amount of capital stock required before 
a railroad corporation can commence the construction of 
its road. 

Relating to the expenses of the office of inspector of 
gas-meters, and of illuminating gas. 

To authorize the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association to erect a wooden building in the city of 
Boston. 

To authorize the grant, to Albert G. Browne, of a certain 
right of way over land of the Commonwealth in the town 
of North Adams. 

The orders of the day were taken from the table; and Amaziah Mayo 
the Senate resumed the consideration of the resolve author- etal-
izing the Governor and Council to make a settlement with 
Amaziah Mayo and George G. Baker, contractors for 
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building the reformatory prison for women. Mr. Hill 
proposed as a substitute therefor the House resolve in 
favor of Amaziah Mayo and George G. Baker; and the 
question- being taken on the adoption of the substitute, 
it was carried in the negative ; and the former resolve was 
then ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to amend an Act entitled " An Act to establish 
a reformatory prison for women" was considered, the 
amendment proposed therein by the special committee on 
the subject, adopted, and the bill, as amended, ordered to a 
third reading. 

The bills, 
Concerning trustee process; 
To amend an Act relating to elections, were severally 

passed over. 
The Senate bill to extend the law enabling the courts to 

report questions of law for the determination of the 
Supreme Judicial Court was read a third time and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill authorizing an increase in the number of 
assistant watchmen at the State prison was read a third 
time. On motion of Mr. Flatley, a " bill authorizing an 
increase in the number of assistant guards employed at 
the State prison " was substituted, read three times under 
a suspension of the rule, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

A bill concerning the fencing of railroads was referred 
to the next General Court. 

On motion of Mr. Winn, the resolve providing for an 
amendment to the Constitution, to prohibit the alienation 
of the title of the Commonwealth in the Troy and Green-
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, specially assigned for 
consideration at half-past two o'clock, P.M., was ordered 
to be placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Papers from the House. 

Railroad A bill in relation to the formation of railroad corpo-
corporatione. rations, (in a new draft ,) was read and ordered to a second 

reading. 
•Toint-Ruie Ordered, In concurrence, that joint rule No. 3 be sus-



pended, to enable the committee on Taxation to report in 
the House, a bill which was recommitted in the Senate. 

Notice was received from the House, that the Senate rrobat^ 
bill to amend chapter 199 of the Acts of the year 1877, 
relating to the settlement of probate accounts, had been 
rejected by that branch. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , M a y 2, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, re- west Spring, 

ported the bill to authorize the town of West Springfield 
to borrow money for certain purposes, without _ amend-
ment ; and the same was ordered to a second reading. 

The same Senator, from the same committee (on the i n j u r i a on high-
petition of the selectmen of Charlemont and the selectmen 
of sundry other towns,) reported a bill to limit the amount 
recoverable for damages or injury caused by defects of 
highways, townways, causeways or bridges ; and the same 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The orders of the clay were taken up, and the bill relat-
ing to the distribution of the annual income of the school tees°.° L m 

fund, and to provide for reports by school committees, was 
read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate bill concerning commercial fertilizers was commercial 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The House bill to abolish the second and third district District courts 
courts of Plymouth, and to establish a new district court * Plymouth, 
in said county, was read a third time as heretofore 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 

The House resolves, 
To provide for the erection of a fence at the State camp- Resolves, 

ground at Framingham ; 
To provide for the purchase of knapsacks for issue to 

the militia; 
To provide for the repairs of buildings at the State 
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camp-ground at Framingham, and at the arsenal-grounds 
at Cambridge; 

In relation to the new State prison at Concord, were 
severally read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

inspection of The House report on the order relative to the inspec-
faetories. . • p e • • , , • tion ot lactones was accepted in concurrence. 

The report on the general condition of the prisons 
in the Commonwealth was passed over. 

The bill in addition to an Act relating to the employ-
ment of children, and regulations respecting them, was 
read a second time and ordered to a third meeting. 

The bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the town 
of Mashpee was read a second time, amended as proposed 
by the committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The resolve providing for an amendment to the Consti-
tution, to prohibit the alienation of the title of the Com-
monwealth in the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac Tunnel, was read a second time; and the question 
then being 011 an amendment proposed by the committee 
on the Judiciary, the same was considered ; but, before any 
action was had thereon, the further consideration thereof 
was assigned for a quarter-past two o'clock, P.M. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, re-

ported the bill to establish the Commonwealth's Flats Im-
provement fund without amendment; and the same was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to amend chapter 48 of the General Statutes, 
relating to sewers and drains, came up concurred, with an 
amendment which was adopted in concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the Senate adjourned to meet 
again at two o'clock, P.M. 

And at that hour re-assembled. 
Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 

the bill relating to main drains and common sewers in the 
town of Brookline, reported that the same ought not to 
pass; and the bill was placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow 011 the question of rejection. 

Reformatory Mr. T ruell, from the committee of conference, on the 
women!01' disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to an 

Common-
wealth's Flats 
Improvement 
Fund. 

Sewers and 
drains. 

Brookline. 



amendment proposed by the Senate to the resolve relating 
to the reformatory prison for women, reported that the com-
mittees had agreed that the Senate should recede from its 
amendment. They also reported a substitute for said re-
solve, and recommended the adoption thereof. 

And the report was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Merriam, 
Ordered, That the order adopted by the Senate, April Withdrawals of 

24, 1878, requesting the Savings Bank Commissioners to fXgfbanS. 
procure and report to the Senate certain information rela-
tive to withdrawals of deposits from savings banks, be, and 
the same is hereby, rescinded. 

The following engrossed bills, ( the first three of which Bills enacted, 
originated in the Senate,) passed to be enacted, and were 
laid before the Governor for his approval, to wi t : — 

To further regulate fishing in the Connecticut River. 
Relating to hawkers and peddlers. 
To amend chapter 11 of the General Statutes, relating 

to the real estate of literary, benevolent, charitable and 
scientific institutions. 

Permitting the establishment of a fire district in Lenox. 
In addition to an Act concerning the care and educa-

tion of neglected children. 
A report of the committee on Railroads, that it is inexpe- payment of 

dient to legislate on the order relative to amendment of |™c
d
er

d
ta^aflses. 

the Act of 1874, in relation to the payment of land dam-
ages in the construction of railroads; and 

A report of the committee on. Military affairs, referring Home for dis-
the order in relation to the establishment of a home for ¡¡¡̂ sailors?'8 

disabled soldiers and sailors, (and sundry petitions relative 
thereto,) to the-next General Court, were severally read 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The orders of the day were taken from the table; and Railroad 
the bill in relation to the formation of railroad corpora- COT

Porations. 
tions was read a second time and ordered to a third read-
ing. 

The House bill to amend an Act entitled " An Act to Reformatory 
establish a reformatory prison for women," was read a 
third time as heretofore amended, and passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence with the amendment which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate resolve authorizing the Governor and Coun-
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cil to make a settlement with Amaziali Mayo and George 
G. Baker, contractors for building the reformatory prison 
for women, was read a third time and passed to be en-
grossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House resolve providing for the expense of enfor-

cing the provisions of law in relation to Green-Harbor 
Marsh, in Marshfield, was read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill relative to the Southern Vermont Railroad, 
and certain railroads in Vermont, to be constructed, to 
connect with the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, was 
ordered to be placed in the orders of the day for Monday 
next. 

The bill concerning the trustee process was passed over. 
The bill to amend an Act relating to elections was fur-

ther considered, and the amendment proposed therein was 
adopted: and the bill, as amended, passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence with the amendment which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the resolve providing for an amendment 
to the Constitution, to prohibit the alienation of the title 
of the Commonwealth in the Troy and Greenfield Rail-
road and Hoosac Tunnel ; and the amendment proposed 
therein by the committee on the Judiciary was adopted. 
The question then being 011 ordering the resolve to a third 
reading, it was taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wit : — 
YEAS.—Messrs. Bishop, 

Gogin, 
Palmer, 
Winn. —10, 

NAYS. — Messrs. Abbott, 
Beal, 
Canfield, 
Davol, 
Hill, 
Merriam, 
Russell, 

Ely, 
Gregory, 
Sherman, 

Flatley, 
Knowlton, ffm., 
Swett, 

Adams, Barton, 
Breed, Burrage, 
Cate, Coffin, 
Gilbert, Hayes, 
Holmes, Lynde, 
Rogers, Ropes, 
Truell, White , Jas. — 21. 

So the resolve was refused a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Russell, 
Ordered, That, when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow at one o'clock, P.M. 
Adjourned. 



F R I D A Y , M a y 3, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the Fees of officers l u l * ' „ „ . , . , ' i i m certain cases. 

bill regulating the fees oi ofhcers m making attachments 
of personal property, reported that the same ought to pass ; 
and it was placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, 
on the question of ordering to a third reading. 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the same committee, E i e ^ o n . ^ so -
reported the bill in relation to the election of selectmen assessors of 
and assessors of towns, without amendment. towns-

Mr. Merriam, from the same committee, on the bill f l e c t i o n of 
in relation to the collection of taxes, reported that it ought 
to pass with certain amendments; and these bills were 
severally ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the same committee, reported the bill Married women, 

to better secure the rights of married women without 
amendment; and the same was ordered to a second read-
ing. 

A communication was received from the Receivers of i ^ t a i«*^ 
the Mechanics' Savings Bank, transmitting their first an- k"ulllg8 

nual report; and the same was referred to the committee 
on Banks and Banking, and ordered to be printed. 

Sent down for concurrence in the reference. 
Came up concurred. 

Papers from the House. 

A report of the committee on Taxation (made in the Dwelling-
House under a suspension of joint rule 3,) referring the bu"b"' 
"bil l relating to the exemption of dwelling-houses from 
taxation," to the next General Court, was read and placed 
in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

A resolve providing for the payment of expenses in- Mashpee. 
curred in connection with certain lands in the town of 
Mashpee was read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

Subsequently, Mr. Adams, from said committee, reported 
said resolve without amendment; and it was ordered to a 
second reading. 

The Senate bill relating to the appointment and removal Guardians of n • i • ji Illinois» 
of guardians oi minors came up concurred witli an 
amendment which was adopted in concurrence. 
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Mr. Hayes, from the committee appointed to consider 
when the present session may be brought to a close, made 
a verbal report in relation thereto, to the effect that, in the 
judgment of the committee, the session may be brought to 
a close on Thursday next. 

A communication was received from the justices of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, in reply to the request of the 
Senate for their opinion as to the power of the Senate to 
originate bills or resolves appropriating money from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth, or bills or resolves in any 
way involving directly or indirectly the expenditure of 
money from the treasury, or imposing any burden or charge 
thereon, asking that they may be furnished with copies of 
any bills now pending upon which such questions have 
arisen, as well as with any precedents in the journals or 
documents of the General Court before or since the adop-
tion of the Constitution of the Commonwealth; and the 
communication was referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

The following engrossed resolves, (which originated in 
the House,) passed, and were laid before the Governor for 
his approval, to wi t : —-

In favor of the Old-South Association in Boston. 
In favor of the Pilgrim Society at Plymouth. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the bills, 
To authorize the town of West Springfield to borrow 

money for certain purposes; 
To establish the Commonwealth's Flats Improvement 

Fund, were severally read a second time, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The bill to limit the amount recoverable for damages 
or injury caused by defects of highways, townways, 
causeways, or bridges, was read a second time, amended, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The House bills, 
Relating to the distribution of the annual income of the 

school fund, and to provide for reports by school commit-
tees ; 

In relation to the formation of railroad corporations, 
were severally read a third time, and passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence. 

The bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the town 
of Mashpee was read a third time as heretofore amended, 



and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ment which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The bill relating to main drains and common sewers in BrookUi 
the town of Brookline was, in accordance with the report 
of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The House reports, 
On the order and petitions in relation to the establish- Reports, 

ment of a Soldiers' Home ; and 
On the order relative to amending the Act of 1874, to 

insure payment of land damages for land taken in the con-
struction of railroads, were accepted in concurrence. 

The Senate report on the condition of the prisons in the 
Commonwealth was passed over. 

The bill in addition to an Act relating to the employ-
ment of children, and regulations respecting them, was 
read a third time, and amended in section one ; and, subse-
quently, the first three sections were stricken out. 

Mr. Burrage proposed an amendment striking out the 
fourth section of the bill; and the question on this amend-
ment was taken by yeas and na}rs as follows, to wi t : — 

Prisons. 

Children, 
employment of. 

YEAS. — Messrs. Breed, Burrage, Gardner, 
Gogin, Hill, Knowlton, Wm. 
Swett, White , James. — - 8 . 

NAYS. — Messrs. Abbott, 
Bishop, 

Adams, Barton, — Messrs. Abbott, 
Bishop, Cate, Coffin, 
Davol, Day, Ely, 
Flatley, Gregory, Hayes, 
Holmes, Knowlton, H.M., Palmer, 
Ropes, Russell, Saunders, 

Winn . — 21. Sherman, Truell, 
Saunders, 
Winn . — 21. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurring on ordering the bill to be 

engrossed, it was determined as follows, to wi t : — 
YEAS. —Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Barton, 

Bishop, Cate, Coffin, 
Day, Ely, Flatley, 
Gregory, Holmes, Knowlton, H. M., 
Palmer, Russell, Saunders, 
Truell, W i n n . — 1 7 . 

NAYS.—Messrs. Breed, Burrage, Davol, 
Gardner, Gogin, Hayes, 
Ilill, Knowlton, Wm. ,Mer r i am, 
Ropes, Sherman, Swett, 
White, James. —13. 
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So the hill passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill concerning trustee process was farther consid-

ered ; but, before any action was had thereon, the orders of 
the day were laid on the table. 

Mr. Barton, from the committee of Conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, in relation to an 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the bill to supply 
the city of . Newburyport with water, reported thereon, 
recommending that the House concur in said amendment; 
also that the bill be further amended in section 2 by 
striking therefrom the words " or Pentucket Pond in 
Georgetown, or any of its effluents in the towns of George-
town or Newbury " (twice occurring therein), also the 
words "ponds, streams, or sources of water supply or," and 
by substituting in place of the lastrnamed words the words 
" Kimball's Pond." 

And the report was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Mr. Coffin, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 

whom was referred the communication of the justices of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, reported the following order : — 

Ordered, That the President, with such as may be joined, 
be a committee of three to obtain and furnish such docu-
ments and precedents as may be found, in compliance with 
the request of the honorable justices of the Supreme Judi-
cial Court of this date, and that the committee be author-
ized to employ such assistance for the purpose as they may 
deem necessary. 

And the report was accepted, and the order accordingly 
adopted. & J 

And M essrs. Gardner and Coffin were joined. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill in relation to the Commonwealth's interest in the 

capital stock of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company 
was read and referred, in concurrence, under a suspension 
of the 20th joint rule, to the committee on Railroads. 

A bill relating to savings banks and the receivers there-
of, (on an order in relation to further legislation respect-
ing said banks,) was read and ordered to a second reading" 



A resolve authorizing the Treasurer to borrow money in Treasurer, 
anticipation of the revenue, was read and referred to the 
committee on the Treasury. 

The bill relating to State charitable and reformatory s t a t e c h a r i t a b l e 

institutions came up non-concurred in the Senate amend-
ment therein ; and the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion, it was ordered, that, when the Senate ad- Adjournment, 
journs, it be to meet on Monday next at two o'clock, P.M. 

Mr. Coffin, from the committee on the Judiciary, O n an Arrest on mesne 
order relative to arrest on mesne process or execution, re- i,rocess-
ported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon ; and the 
report was read and placed in the orders of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

MONDAY, M a y 6, 1 8 7 8 . 
Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 88 of the General Innholders. 

Statutes, relative to innholders and common victuallers, 
came up concurred with an amendment which was 
adopted in concurrence. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, on the Treasurer, 
resolve authorizing the treasurer to borrow money in anti-
cipation of the revenue ; and 

Mr. Mer riant, from the committee on the Judiciary, on Registers of 
the bill to provide for the keeping of registers of voters voterB' 
in cities and towns, reported that said bills severally ought 
to pass; and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the same committee on the bill Sewer and side-
relating to the apportionment of sewer and sidewalk menktsa88eSH" 
assessments, reported that said bill ought to pass with cer-
tain amendments; and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the same committee, on an order in Public water-
relation to the subject, reported a bill to prevent trespass work8,etc-
on laud and artificial reservoirs connected with public 
water-works; and the same was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, on False pubiioa-
the bill relative to false publications by officers of incor- ofcorpoiS™ 
porated companies, reported that said bill ought not to 
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pass; and it was placed in the orders of the day for to-
morrow on the question of rejection. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the 
order relative to the disposal of the surplus of the pro-
ceeds of sales under power of sale mortgages, reported that 
the further consideration thereof be referred to the next 
General Court; and the report was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The following engrossed bills ( the first two of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wi t : — 

Relating to payments for burial purposes from the 
estates of deceased persons. 

In relation to the venue of actions for the collection of 
taxes in the city of Boston. 

Relating to the sale of real estate taken for taxes. 
Requiring certain reports and estimates of expenses from 

the manager of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac Tunnel. 

To authorize the purchasers of the franchise of the 
Springfield, Athol, and North-eastern Railroad to organize 
a corporation and operate the road. 

An engrossed resolve in favor of the State Primary 
School at Monson (which originated in the House of Rep-
resentatives) passed, and, with the above-named bills, was 
laid before the Governor for his approval. 

Trustee process. The orders of the day were taken u p ; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill concerning trustee 
process, the question being on the substitute proposed 
therefor by Mr. Bishop. 

The bill was amended; and the question then recurring 
on the adoption of the substitute, the vote was taken, and 
carried in the negative. The bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Collection of 
taxes. 

Married women. 

The bill in relation to the collection of taxes was read a 
second time, amended as proposed by the committee on 
the Judiciary, further amended, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill to better secure the rights of married women 
was read a second time, amended in the second section by 
substituting therefor a new section, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendment, which was 

Sent down for concurrence. 



The bill relating to savings banks, and the receivers Savings Banks, 
thereof, was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill regulating the fees of officers in making attach- Foes of officers 
i- i . , . , • -i -i. in certain cases. ments ot personal property was ordered to a third reading. 

The resolve providing for the payment of expenses in- Mashpee. 
curred in connection with certain lands in the town of 
Mashpee was read a second time and refused a third read-
ing. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the Arrest on mesne 
order relative to arrest on mesne process or execution, was piocess-
accepted. 

The House report on the bill relating to the exemption Dwelling, 
of dwelling-houses from taxation was accepted in concur- houses-
rence. 

The Senate report on the condition of the various prisons Prisons, 
in the Commonwealth was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The Senate bill to limit the amount recoverable for injuries caused 
damages or injury caused by defects of highways, town- highways" 
ways, causeways, or bridges, was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill to authorize the town of West Spring- w e s t spring-

field to borrow money for certain purposes was read a field' 
third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill in relation to the election of selectmen and Selectmen and 
assessors of towns was read a second time, amended, and towns?'8 °f 

ordered to a third reading. 
The bill to amend an Act entitled " An Act to establish Reformatory 

a reformatory prison for women " came up non-concurred wm™n&r' 
in the Senate amendment, striking out all after the enact-
ing clause, and inserting the sections adopted by the Senate; 
and the Senate insisted on its amendment, and the bill was 
returned to the House. 

The bill in addition to an Act relating to the employ- children, 
ment of children, and regulations respecting them, came 
from the House non-concurred in the Senate amendment 
therein ; " and Messrs Osgood of Salem, Mellen of Worces-
ter and Hale of Cambridge are appointed a committee of 
Conference on the subject-matter of difference between 
the two Houses in relation thereto." 



Punishment in 
penal and chari-
table institu-
tions. 

Adjournment. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendment; and 
Messrs. Ely, Gogin and Coffin were appointed a committee 
of Conference on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was committed the order in relation to the use of 
the gag as a means of punishment in the penal and chari-
table institutions of the State, reported a bill regulating 
punishments in the penal and charitable institutions of 
the State ; and the same was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion, it was ordered, that, when the Senate ad-
journs, it be to meet to-morrow at eleven o'clock, A.M. 

Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , M a y 7, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, oil 

an order in relation to the subject, reported, 
Costs before A bill relative to costs before district, municipal and 
certain courts, police courts, and trial-justices; and the same was read and 

ordered to a second reading. 

Paper from the House. 
Plymouth Coun- The "hill to abolish the second and third district courts 
courtsdof. t r ic t Plymouth, and to establish a new district court in said 

county," came from the House non-concurred in the amend-
ment proposed by the Senate therein; and the Senate in-
sisted on its amendment, and the bill was returned to the 
House. 

Trustee process. On motion of Mr. Truell, " t h e vote by which the bill 
concerning trustee process " passed to be engrossed, was 
reconsidered, and the bill placed in the orders of the day 
for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

Maslipee. Mr. Ivnowlton of Bristol moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the " Resolve providing for the payment of 
expenses incurred in connection with certain lands in the 
town of Mashpee " was refused a third reading ; and the 
motion was laid on the table. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 



prevent trespass on land and artificial reservoirs connected Public water, 
with public water-works ; and 

The resolve authorizing the treasurer to borrow money Treasurer, 
in anticipation of the revenue, were severally read a sec-
ond time and ordered to a third reading. 

The House bill to establish the Commonwealth's Flats common-
Improvement Fund was read a third time and passed to be Improvement 
engrossed in concurrence. Fund" 

The House bill to better secure the rights of married Married women, 
women was read a third time, as heretofore amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ment which was sent down for concurrence. 

The House bill relating to savings banks and the re- Savings Banks, 
ceivers thereof was read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill relative to the Southern Vermont Railroad, and s o u t h e r n v e r -

certain railroads in Vermont, to be constructed, to connect S V J and 
Greenfield Kail-
road. with the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, was read a second 

time. Mr. Winn proposed a substitute therefor, and 
moved that said bill be referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Pending the consideration of this motion, the orders of 
the day were laid on the table. 

The Senate took a recess until two o'clock, P.M., 
And at that hour again assembled. 
Mr. Adams presented a copy of a petition of the select- Mashpee. 

men of Mashpee to the superior court at Barnstable, for 
the appointment of commissioners to make partition of cer-
tain lands in Mashpee, also the appointment by the court 
of three commissioners ; and the report of the said commis-
sioners, with schedule of expenses and the nature and ex-
tent of services. 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee on the Ju-
diciary on an order in relation to the subject, reported, 

A bill to regulate the issue of notes, bills, and drafts by issue of notes, 
corporations; and the same was read and ordered to a sec- blI lsand drafts-
ond reading. 

Mr. Ropes, from the committee on Banks and Banking, Mechanics' 
on the annual report of the receivers of the Mechanics' Sa™«s Bank-
Savings Bank, reported that legislation is unnecessary 
thereon ; and the report was accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 



Southern Ver- The orders of the day were taken up, and the Senate 
"'><?T^aih'md resumed the consideration of the bill relative to the South-
Greentieid Rail- e m Vermont Railroad, and certain railroads in Arermont, 

to be constructed, to connect with the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad: and the motion to refer the same to the com-
mittee on the Judiciary was carried in the affirmative. 

The bill regulating punishments in the penal and char-
itable institutions of the state was read a second time, and 
the question on ordering the same to a third reading was 
determined as follows, to wi t : 
YEAS.—Messrs. Abbott, Beal, Brown, 

Canfield, Coffin, Davol, 
Day, Ewing, Flatley, 
Hodges, Ropes, Russell.—12. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Barton, Bishop, 
Breed, Burrage, Gilbert, 
Hayes, Hill, Holmes, 
Knowlton, Wm. Lynde, Swett, 
White, James, White, Jno. Winn , •—15. 

So the bill was refused a third reading. 
Subsequently, Mr. Ropes moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the bill was refused a third reading; and 
the motion was placed in the orders of the day for to-mor-
row. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 

Reformatory 
prison for 
women. 

Maslipeo. 

Burials at pub-
lic expense. 

Papers from the House. 
The bill to amend an Act entitled " An Act to establish 

a reformatory prison for women " came up, and the House 
insists on its non-concurrence in the Senate amendment 
therein ; and Messrs. Goulding of Worcester, Pillsbury and 
Wentworth of Boston, are appointed a committee of Con-
ference on the subject matter of difference between the 
two Houses. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendment, and 
Messrs. Truell, Ely and Flatley were appointed a commit-
tee of Conference on the part of the Senate. 

The "bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the town 
of Mashpee " came up concurred in the Senate amendment 
therein with an amendment which was adopted in concur-
rence. 

The bill to amend chapter 70 of the General Statutes, 
relating to burials at public expense, was read and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill relat-



ing to the apportionment of sewer and sidewalk assessments s o w and side-
was read a second time, amended as proposed by the com- m'ents.' 
mittee on the Judiciary, and, pending the consideration of 
an amendment proposed by Mr. Burrage, passed over. 

The bill to provide for the keeping of registers of voters Registers of vot-, 1 i j • i t i era in cities and 
m cities and towns was read a second time, amended ana towns, 
ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate report on the order relative to the disposal 
of surplus money after the sale of property under power-
of-sale mortgages was accepted. 

Mr. Truell moved that " t h e Senate do now adjourn," Adjournment, 
and, the vote being taken on the motion, it was carried in 
the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the roll of the Senate was Roiicaii. 
called, and it appeared that the following named Senators 
were present, to wi t : — 

Messrs. Adams, Beat, Breed, 
Brown, Burrage, Canfield, 
Coffin, Cogswell, Ewing, 
Gilbert, Hill, Kopes, 
Russell, Swett, Truell, 
White , Jas .—1G. 

Thereupon, on motion of Mr. Truell, the Senate ad-
journed. 

W E D N E S D A Y , M a y 8 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on Countycommis-

. n i • i I ' m i ±- x sioners. 

the order relative to the subject, reported a bill relative to 
the compensation of county commissioners; and the same 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Brown, from the same committee, reported the bill ®c
u™',^0

pub" 
to amend chapter 70 of the General Statutes, relating to 
burials at public expense, without amendment; and the 
same was ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
The House bill to better secure the rights of married Marriedwomen. 

women came up non-concurred in the amendment pro-
posed therein; and the Senate insisted on its amendment, 
and the bill was returned to the House. 



Plymouth Coun-
ty, — district 
courts of. 

Boston and Al-
bany Railroad 
Company. 

State prison. 

Charitable and 
reformatory 
institutions. 

The hill to abolish the second and third district courts 
of Plymouth, and to establish a new district court in said 
county, came u p ; and the House insists on its non-con-
currence in the Senate amendment therein, and Messrs. 
Cobb of Kingston, Bird of Walpole, and Jennings of Fall 
River are appointed a committee of Conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendment; and 
Messrs. White of Plymouth, Coffin and Merriam are 
appointed a committee of Conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

A bill in relation to the Commonwealth's interest in the 
capital stock of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to amend an Act providing for an increase in 
the number of assistant guards employed at the State 
prison came up concurred with an amendment, substi-
tuting therefor the bill originally passed by the House ; 
also an amendment in the title, striking out the word 
"guards," and inserting in place thereof the word "watch-
men." 

And the Senate non-concurred in said amendments, and 
the bill was returned to the House. 

The bill relating to the State charitable and reformatory 
institutions was taken from the table, and the Senate 
receded from its amendments therein. 

Amaziah Mayo 
et al. 

Mashpee. 

The resolve authorizing the Governor and Council to 
make a settlement with Amaziah Mayo and George G. 
Baker, contractors for building the reformatory prison for 
women, came up concurred with an amendment, being a 
substitution of the resolve in favor of Amaziah Mayo and 
George G. Baker. 

Mr. Russell proposed an amendment to said amendment 
of the House; pending the consideration of which, the 
subject was laid 011 the table. 

The motion to reconsider the vote, whereby the resolve 
providing for the payment of expenses incurred in con-
nection with certain lands in the town of Mashpee was 
refused a third reading, was taken from the table and 
referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. 
Iiayes, Adams, and Cate. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the petition of Alonzo Farrar 



and others was taken from the files of last year, and Aionzo Farrar 
referred to the next General Court. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The resolve authorizing the Governor and Council to t̂™1
aziah May0 

make a settlement with Amaziah Mayo and George G. 
Baker, contractors for building the reformatory prison for 
women, was taken from the table; but, before any action 
was had thereon, 

The Senate adjourned to meet at two o'clock, P.M., and at ib. 
that hour, again assembled, and resumed the consideration 
of the above-named resolve, the same'being an amendment 
to the resolve of the Senate. After debate, the amend-
ment proposed by Mr. Russell was adopted ; and the 
question then recurring on the amendment of the House, 
the vote was taken, and it was carried in the negative ; 

And the bill was returned to the House. 

The following engrossed bills, ( the first two of which 
originated in the Senate,) passed to be enacted, to wit : — 

Relating to the appointment and removal of guardians Bills enacted, 
„ . ° 1 r ° and laid before ot minors. governor. 
To extend the law enabling the courts to report questions 

of law for the determination of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
To amend chapter 48 of the General Statutes, relating 

to sewers and drains. 
The following engrossed resolves, (all of which origi- Revivesjmsm, 

nated in the House,) were passed, and, with the above- governor, 
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his 
approval, to wi t : —r 

In relation to the new State prison at Concord. 
To provide for the erection of a fence at the State 

camp-ground at Framingham. 
To provide- for the repairs of buildings at the State 

camp-ground at Framingham, and at the arsenal-grounds 
at Cambridge. 

Providing for the expense of enforcing the provisions of 
law in relation to Green-Harbor Marsh in Marshfield. 

Relating to the reformatory prison for women. 
To provide for the purchase of knapsacks for issue to 

the militia. 

The orders of the day were taken up ; and the House Treasurer, 
resolve authorizing the treasurer to borrow money in 
anticipation of the revenue, was read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 



Punishment in The motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
penal and chari- reo-ulatino- riunishment in the penal and charitable insti-
table institu- & © ir i ,1 • 1 -i • 

tutions of the State was refused a third reading, was 
considered; and the question thereon was taken by yeas 
and nays as follows, to wit : — 
YEAS.-—Messrs. Beal, 

Day, 
Hodges, 
Russell, 

NAYS. — Messrs. Adams, 
Breed, 
Gardner, 
Gregory, 
Holmes, 
Merriam, 
Swett, 

W i n n . — 2 2 . 

So the Senate refused to reconsider. 
The bill concerning trustee process was further con-

sidered, and Mr. Truell moved to strike out the third 
section of the bill; and the question on this motion was 
taken by yeas and nays as follows, to wi t : — 

Brown, Coffin, 
Ely, Flatley, 
Palmer, Ropes, 
Saunders, Truell. —12 
Barton, Bishop, 
Burrage, Cate, 
Gilbert, Gogin, 
Hayes, Ilill, 
Knowlton, AVm., Lynde, 
Rogers, Sherman, 
White , James, White , Jonathan, 

Trustee process. 

YEAS. — Messrs. Barton, Beal, Brown, 
Day, Ely, Flatley, 
Knowlton, W m . , Merriam, Palmer, 
Ropes, Sherman, Truell, 
White, Jonathan. —13. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Bishop, Breed, 
Burrage, Coffin, Gilbert, 
Gogin, Gregory, Ilill. 
Hodges, Holmes, Lvnde, 
Russell, Swett, White , James, 
Winn. — 16. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Bishop proposed to amend the bill by adding three 

new sections, to stand as sections 4, 5, and 6 ; and the 
question on the adoption of the same was taken by yeas 
and nays as follows, to wit : — 
YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Barton, 

Breed, Coffin, 
Gilbert, Gogin, 
Hayes, Ilill, 
Holmes, 
Lynde, Ropes 
Sherman, Swett, 
White, Jonathan. —22. 

NAYS. — Messrs. Beal, Brown, 
Flatley, Merriam, 
Truell, Winn. — 

Bishop, 
Eiy> 
Gregory, 
Hodges, 

Knowlton, II . M.,Knowlton, W m . , 
Russell, 
White, James, 

Burrage, 
Palmer, 



So the amendment was adopted; and the question then 
recurring on ordering the bill to be engrossed, it was taken 
by yeas and nays as follows, to wi t : — 
YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Bishop, Breed, 

Burrage, Coffin, Ely, 
Gilbert, Gogin, Gregory, 
Hill, Hodges, Holmes, 
Knowlton, Wm. , Lvnde, Russell, 
Swett, White , Jas . —17. 

KAYS.—Messrs. Barton, Beal, Brown, 
Flatley, Hayes, Knowlton, II. M., 
Merriam, Palmer, Ropes, 
Sherman, Truell, White , Jonathan, 
Winn. — 13. 

So the bill passed to be engrossed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The bill relative to false publications by officers of incor- Fake pubiica-

, . . i ' , c tions by officers 
porated companies was, in accordance with the report oi 0f corporations, 
the committee thereon, rejected. 

The House bill in relation to the collection of taxes ®°x!J.®ction of 

was read a third time, further amended, and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments which 
were 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill in relation to the election of selectmen and selectmen and , I • I i -MI assessors, 

assessors of towns was read a third t ime; whereupon Mr. election of. 
Merriam proposed a substitute therefor, and the bill was 
passed over, and the substitute ordered to be printed. 

The bill regulating the fees of officers in making attach- Pew^o^ow 
ments of personal property was read a third time, amended, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Mr. Merriam proposed a substitute for the bill to prevent Pub

1
lic w;ltCT" 

t -i • n • • j i i works, etc. 
trespass on land and artificial reservoirs connected, with 
public water-works; and the same was ordered to be 
printed. 

Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
To establish the boundaries of Fire District No. One in Bills-

the town of Greenfield ; 
Relative to the taxation of the property of certain manu-

facturing companies, copartnerships and associations, were 
severally read and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 



Savings banks. 

State prison 
building and 
land. 

Report of the 
Board of Agri-
culture. 

A bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in 
savings banks invested in United-States securities (the 
same having been reported in the House under a suspension 
of joint rule No. 3,) was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

A resolve concerning the old State-prison building and 
land, (under a suspension of the 20th joint rule,) was read 
and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

A report of the committee on Agriculture on the order 
of inquiry as to whom were sold the copies of the report of 
the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, the same being 
that no record of the sale had been kept, was read and 
accepted in concurrence. 

Lunatic hospi-
tal at Danvers. 

Paper from the House. 
A message from the Governor, with a communication 

from the Trustees of the Lunatic Hospital at Danvers 
asking for a further appropriation, was referred, in concur-
rence, to the committee on Public Charitable Institutions. 

Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , M a y 9, 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
Marriedwomen. The House bill " to better secure the rights of married 

women " came up, and the House insists on its non-con-
currence in the Senate amendment therein; and Messrs. 
Ivnowlton of Springfield, C. H. Hill of Boston, and Wilder 
of Lowell, are appointed a committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two branches. 

And the Senate insisted on its amendment, and Messrs. 
Russell, Coffin and Ropes are appointed a committee of 
Conference on the part of the Senate. 

Amaziah Mayo The resolve authorizing the Governor and Council to 
make a settlement with Amaziah Mayo and George G. 
Baker, contractors for building the Reformatory Prison for 
Women, came up, and " the House insists on its amend-
ment therein; and Messrs. Fairbanks of Oakham, Dunham 
of Pittsfield, and Knowlton of Springfield are appointed a 



committee of Conference on the subject matter of differ-
ence between the two Houses." 

Thereupon the Senate insisted on its amendment, and 
Messrs. White of Plymouth, White of Suffolk, and Adams 
were appointed a committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate. 

A bill " t o amend an act providing for an increase in the state prison, 
number of assistant guards employed at the State Prison " 
came up, and " the House insists on its amendment; and 
Messrs. Bird of Walpole, Allen and Wentwortli of Boston 
are appointed a committee of conference on the subject 
njatter of difference between the two Houses." 

And the Senate insisted on its non-concurrence in said 
amendment, and Messrs. Truell, Abbott, and Flatley were 
appointed a committee of conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill to establish the boundaries of Fire District number 
One in the town of Greenfield, reported that the same 
ought to pass; and it was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. White of Suffolk, from the committee on Claims, ciiaries J . Cox. 
to whom was referred the resolve in favor of Charles J . 
Cox, reported that the same be referred to the next Gen-
eral Court. 

Mr. Gardner, from the committee on Probate and Chan- Appointment of 
eery, submitted a similar report on the bill to define the I 'Sa ln cases, 
jurisdiction of probate courts to appoint guardians in the 
case of certain vacancies in such office, and to confirm cer-
tain appointments; and 

On the order relative to the examination of the accounts Trustees and 
i - - i i L. guardians. 

of trustees or guardians in the probate courts. 
And these reports were read and placed in the orders 

of the clay for to-morrow. 
Mr. White of Plymouth, from the same committee, on Executorsetais. 

the bill conferring upon judges of probate certain powers 
in relation to the removal of executors, administrators, 
guardians and trustees, and the enforcement of decrees 
made in pursuance thereof, reported that the same ought 
not to pass; and the bill was placed in the orders of the 
day for to-morrow, on the question of rejection. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To amend chapter 70 of the General Statutes relating to Bills, 

burials at public expense; 
In relation to the Commonwealth's interest in the capi-



Costs before 
certain courts. 

Issue of notes, 
bills and drafts 
by corporations. 

Ibid. 

Plymouth Coun-
ty, — district 
courts of. 

State prison 
buildings and 
land. 

tal stock of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, 
were severally read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill relative to costs before district, municipal, and 
police courts and trial-justices, was read a second time, 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to regulate the issue of notes, bills, and drafts 
by corporations, was read a second time, and, pending the 
consideration of certain amendments proposed thereto, 

The Senate took a recess until 2 o'clock, P.M. ; 
And at that hour re-assembled, and resumed the consid-

eration of the above-named bill; and the same was 
amended and refused a third reading. 

The Senate bill to prevent trespass on land and artificial 
reservoirs connected with public water-works, was read a 
third time, and the amendment proposed by Mr. Merriam 
was amended and adopted; and the question then recur-
ring on ordering the same to be engrossed, the vote was 
taken, and it was carried in the negative. 

So the bill was rejected. 
The orders of the day were laid on the table. 

Papers from the Rouse. 
The Senate bills, 
To provide for the enrolment of the militia, for the 

organization of the volunteer militia, and for the public 
defence; 

Concerning commercial fertilizers, came up severally 
concurred, with certain amendments which were adopted 
in concurrence. 

Mr. White of Plymouth, from the committee of Con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
" bill to abolish the second and third district courts of 
Plymouth, and to establish a new district court in said 
county," reported that, after conference had, the com-
mittees had been unable to agree, and asked to be dis-
charged from the further consideration thereof; and the 
report was accepted. 

Sent clown for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee 011 the Treasury, re-
ported the resolve concerning the old State-prison build-
ings and land without amendment; and the same was 
ordered to a second reading. 



Papers from the House. 
Bills, 
Relating to the rights of depositors in savings banks; _ Bills. 
To change the name of the Main-Street Methodist 

Episcopal Church of Worcester, were severally read and 
referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

A report of the committee on Public Charitable Institu- ^ w o r k -
tions, that no legislation is necessary on the report of the 
special committee appointed at the last session, to investi-
gate certain transactions at the State workhouse, was read 
and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

The following order was read and referred to the special Money Bills, 
committee having charge of the subject of " money bills: " 

Ordered, That the opinions of the four justices of the 
supreme judicial court, extended on the Senate Journal of 
1781, under date of February 23 of that year, be printed, 
together with the list, so far as collected by the assistant 
clerks of the two branches, of bills levying taxes and of 
bills appropriating money which originated in the Senate; 
and that copies thereof be transmitted to the honorable 
justices of the supreme judicial court. 

The following engrossed bills (the first two of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, and were 
laid before the Governor for his approval: — 

Concerning fees of special and trial justices in inquests, « u s ^ t e d , ^ 
To amend chapter 88 of the General Statutes, relating the governor, 

to innholders and common victuallers. 
To re-organize the State Detective Force. 
Relating to the distribution of the annual income of 

the school fund, and to provide for reports by school com-
mittees. 

In relation to the formation of railroad corporations. 
Bill to revive the charter of the city of Fall River. 
To establish the Commonwealth's Flats Improvement 

Fund. 
To amend an act relating to elections. 
To authorize the town of West Springfield to borrow 

money for certain purposes. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 

provide for the keeping of registers of voters in cities and and towns 
towns, was read a third time, amended and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence with the amendments, which 
were sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 



Sewer and side- The bill relating to the apportionment of sewer and 
mente!ssess" sidewalk assessments was further considered, the question 

being on the adoption of an amendment proposed therein 
by Mr. Burrage. 

The amendment was amended, on motion of Mr. Merri-
am, and the question on the adoption of the same was 
taken by yeas and nays, as follows, to wit : — 
YEAS. — Messrs. Abbott, Bishop, Burrage, 

Coffin, Ewing, Flatley, 
Gilbert, Gogin, Hayes, 
Hill, Hodges, Holmes, 
Knowlton, Wm.,Lynde, Russell, 
Winn. — 16. 

NAYS. — Messrs. Beal, Canfield, Ely, 
Merriam, Palmer, Ropes. — 6. 

So the amendment was adopted, and the bill as amended 
was ordered to a third reading. 

county commie- The Senate bill relative to the compensation of county 
commissioners was read twice, under a suspension of the 
rule, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in 

savings banks invested in United-States securities was 
passed over. 

Selectmen and The Senate bill in relation to the election of selectmen 
and assessors of towns was further considered, and the 
amendment proposed thereto by Mr. Merriam was rejected, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed in concurrence, 
with the amendment heretofore adopted which was sent 
down for concurrence. 

Pavers from the House. 
Bills, 
Relating to the taxation of Co-operative Saving Fund 

and Loan Associations, (on an order in relation to the sub-
ject,) ; 

For the exemption from taxation of deposits in savings 
banks invested in real estate, substituted in the House for 
the Senate report on an order relative to the subject, were 
severally read and ordered to a second readino-

o 
The House bill in relation to the collection of taxes 

came up non-concurred in the Senate amendments therein 
" and Messrs. Wade of Newton, Knowlton of Springfield' 
and Chapin of Boston are appointed a committee of Con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, in 

assessors of 
towns. 

Collection of 
taxes. 



relation thereto; " and the Senate thereupon insisted on 
its amendments, and Messrs. Coffin, Bishop, and Ely are 
appointed a committee of Conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

A report of the committee of Conference, on the subject Employment of 
matter of difference between the two Houses, in relation chlldrcn-
to the amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill in 
addition to an act relating to the employment of children 
and regulations respecting them, came from the House, 
the same being that " the Senate should recede from its 
proposed amendments, striking out the first three sections, 
and that three others should be adopted in place thereof. 
Also, that the House should concur in the amendments 
proposed by the Senate in section 4 ; " and the report was 
read, placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned. 

F R I D A Y , M a y 1 0 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Russell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to southern ver-

whom was referred the bill relative to the Southern-Ver- SidTroy'and1 

mont Railroad, and certain railroads in Vermont, to be J
cJ,1a°{!n,iold Rail" 

constructed, to connect with the Troy and Greenfield Rail-
road, submitted a report thereon, which was read and 
placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, the vote by which the bill to issue of notes, 
regulate the issue of notes, bills and drafts by corporations, bywrporauons. 
was refused a third reading, was reconsidered, and the bill 
was then re-conunitted to the committee on the Judiciary 
with instructions to report a bill covering embezzlement 
and breaches of trust. 

Papers from the House. 
A resolve authorizing the revision and correction of the 

list of Massachusetts soldiers who served in the war of the " " " ' ' ' ' 
Rebellion, was read and referred to the committee on 
the Treasury. 

Mr. Hayes, from the special committee to whom was Mashpee. 
referred the resolves providing for the payment of expenses 
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incurred in connection with certain lands in the town of 
Mashpee, reported that the accounts of the commissioners, 
by whom such expenses were incurred, are to be re-exam-
ined by the court having jurisdiction thereof; and asked 
to be discharged from the consideration thereof, until the 
judgment of the court shall have been received. 

And the report was accepted. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to 

establish the boundaries of Fire District Number One in 
the town of Greenfield ; and 

The resolve concerning the old State Prison buildings 
and land, were severally read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The House bill to amend chapter 70 of the General Stat-
utes, relating to burials at public expense, was read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate reports, 
On the bill to define the jurisdiction of probate courts 

to appoint guardians in the case of certain vacancies in 
such office, and to confirm certain appointments; and 

On the order relative to the examination of the accounts. 
of trustees or guardians in the probate courts, were seve-
rally accepted. 

Savings Banks. The bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in 
savings banks invested in real estate, was read a second 
time and refused a third reading. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 

Greenfield. 

State Prison. 

Burials at pub-
lic expense. 

Senate reports. 

Papers from the House. 

Boston and A bill in relation to the crossing of the tracks of the Maine Railroad, Boston and Maine Railroad by the Lowell and Lawrence 
and Lowell and J . . 
ro'rie'dm iuf-'" i i a " r o a c ' Company at South Lawrence, (on the petition ot 

""'"n>' the Lowell and Lawrence Railroad Company,). 
Injury caused The bill to limit the amount recoverable for damages or 
highways"9 injury caused by defects in highways, townways, cause-

ways or bridges, came up concurred with an amendment 
which was adopted in concurrence. 

Suffolk county. The bill relating to the clerical assistance of the register 
of probate and insolvency in the county of Suffolk, was 
read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate took a recess until 2 o'clock P.M. ; 
And at that hour again assembled. 



Mr. Flatley, from the committee on Prisons on the re-
port of the Commissioners of Prisons, reported 

A bill in relation to the penal institutions of the Com- i>enai institu-
monwealth ; and the same was read and ordered to a sec- tl0Ils' 
ond reading. 

Papers from the House. 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement and Troy and 
maintenance of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and road, &c. 
Hoosac Tunnel, was read and referred to the committee 
on the Treasury. 

An engrossed bill in addition to an act to incorporate Mashpee. 
the town of Mashpee came up amended, by striking there-
from, in section one, the words, " the proceedings hereun-
der, with the charges of said commissioners," and inserting 
instead thereof the word " recording: " and the amend-
ment was adopted in concurrence. 

A report of the committee of conference on the subject t̂™a2iah MaJ'° 
matter of difference between the two Houses, in relation 
to an amendment proposed by the House to the resolve 
authorizing the Governor and Council to make a settlement 
with Amaziah Mayo and George G. Baker, contractors for 
building the reformatory prison for women, the same being 
that the committees had been unable to agree, was accepted 
in concurrence. 

A further indorsement was that " Messrs. Norton of lbid-
Boston, Clark of Springfield, and Tucker of Boston, are 
appointed a new committee of conference on the part of 
the House." 

Thereupon, Messrs. Bishop, Breed, and Burrage were 
appointed a new committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate. 

Mr. Russell, on leave, introduced a bill to amend chapter Voting in cities. 
225 of the Acts of the year 1876, in relation to voting in 
cities ; and the same was read and referred, under a sus-
pension of the 20th joint rule, to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The.folio wing engrossed bills, (which originated in the 
House,) passed to be enacted; to wi t : — 

In relation to registration and elections in the city of BUIB enacted, 
Boston. " and laid before 

governor. 
1 o supply the city of Newburyport with water. 
An engrossed resolve, authorizing the treasurer to bor- Treasurer, 

row money in anticipation of the revenue, (which origi-



Taxation of co-
operative saving 
fund and loan 
associations. 

Charles J . Cox. 

State work-
house. 

Removal of ex-
ecutors et als. 

Costs before 
certain courts. 

nated in the House,) passed, and, with the above-named 
bills, was laid before the Governor for his approval. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill relat-
ing to the taxation of co-operative saving fund and loan 
associations, was read a second time and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The report of the committee on Claims, on the resolve 
in favor of Charles J . Cox, was accepted. 

So the resolve was referred to the next General Court. 
The report on the subject of the investigation into cer-

tain transactions at the State workhouse was laid on the 
table. 

The bill conferring upon judges of probate certain pow-
ers in relation to the removal of executors, administrators, 
guardians and trustees, and the enforcement of decrees 
made in pursuance thereof was, in accordance with the 
report of the committee thereon, rejected. 

The bill relative to costs before district, municipal and 
police courts, and trial-justices, was read a third time, and 
the committee on Bills in the Third Reading having re-
ported an amendment thereto, the same was adopted, and 
the bill as amended, was passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill relating to the apportionment of sewer and side-

walk assessments was read a third time as heretofore 
amended, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment which was sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Boston and Ai- The house bill in relation to the Commonwealth's inter-
Company l r o a d e s t i n t t l e capital stock of the Boston and Albany Railroad 

Company was read a third time and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

The bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in 
savings banks invested in United-States securities, was 
further amended by striking out the first section, (after 
being amended), and ordered to a third reading. 

The report of the committee of Conference on the bill 
relating to the employment of children, and regulations 
respecting them, was accepted in concurrence. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate ad-
journs, it be to meet on Monday next at 2 o'clock P.M. 

Adjourned. 

Sewer and side-
walk assess-
ments. 

Savings Banks. 

Knployment of 
children. 



MONDAY, M a y 13 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of Friday was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill to provide a union passenger station at North North Adams. 

Adams, (on an order in relation to the subject,) was read 
and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

A bill relative to the establishment of a passenger sta- Greenfield, 
tion in Greenfield, and reimbursements for land-damages 
in that town, (on the petition of William Keith and 
others,) was read and referred to the committee on the 
Treasury. 

A report of the committee of conference on the dis- Trustees and 
agreeing votes of the two Houses, in relation to an amend- tm6t eetati;6' 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill relating to trus-
tees and trust estates, the same being that the House 
should recede from its amendment, was accepted in con-
currence. 

Mr. Russell, from the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill to change the name of the Main-Street Methodist 
Episcopal church of Worcester; and 

Mr. Merriam, from the same committee, on the bill Savings Banks, 
relating to rights of depositors in savings banks, severally 
reported that said bills ought to pass; and they were 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the same committee, on the bill to voting in cities, 
amend chapter 225 of the Acts of the year 1876, in rela-
tion to voting in cities, reported that said bill ought to 
pass, and it was ordered to a second reading; and, under 
a suspension of the rule, read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The President presented the first annual report of the 
receivers of the North Bridgewater Savings Bank of 
Brockton; and the same was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill relating to clerical assistance of registers of pro-
bate and insolvency in the county of Suffolk, reported the 
same in a new draft, under the title of 

" Bill relating to clerical assistance of registers of pro-
bate and insolvency ; " and the same was read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Main Street 
Methodist Epis-
copal church in 
Worcester. 

North Bridge-
water Savings 
Bank. 

Registers of 
probate and 
insolvency. 



Bills enacted. 

List of Massa-
chusetts sol-
diers. 

Reconsidera-
tion. 

The following engrossed bills, (the first of which origi-
nated in the Senate,) passed to be enacted, to wi t : — 

In relation to the police department of the city of Bos-
ton. 

Relating to savings banks and the receivers thereof. 
Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, reported 

the resolve authorizing the revision and correction of the 
list of Massachusetts soldiers who served in the war of the 
rebellion without amendment; and the same was ordered 
to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley, 
Ordered, That, for purposes of reconsideration, this be 

considered the last week of the session. 
The orders of the clay were taken up, and the bills, 
In relation to the crossing of the tracks of the Boston 

and Maine Railroad by the Lowell and Lawrence Railroad 
Company at South Lawrence ; 

In relation to the penal institutions of the Common-
wealth ; were severally read a second time, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

The bill relative to the Southern-Vermont Railroad and 
certain railroads in Vermont, to be constructed, to con-
nect with the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, was further 
considered ; and the substitute proposed therefor by Mr. 
Winn was adopted, amended, read twice under a suspen-
sion of the rule, and ordered to a third reading. 

The House bill relating to the taxation of co-operative 
saving fund and loan associations; and 

The House resolve concerning the old State-Prison 
buildings and land, were severally read a third time and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in 
savings banks invested in United States securities was 
read a third time, amended in the title by substituting 
therefor the following : — 

" Bill to fix the rate of taxation of deposits in savings 
banks," and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendments which were sent down for concurrence. 

Greenfield. The House bill to establish the boundaries of fire Dis-
trict Number One, in the town of Greenfield, was read a 
third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

Charles J. cox. Mr. Ely moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the resolve in favor of Charles J . Cox was refused a third 

State Prison. 

Savings Banks. 



reading; and the vote being taken on the motion, it was 
carried in the negative. 

On motion, it was 
Ordered, That, when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 

to-morrow, at 1 o'clock P.M. 
Adjourned. 

T U E S D A Y , M a y 1 4 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Hayes, from the special committee to whom was Masiipee. 

committee the "resolve providing for the payment of ex-
penses incurred in connection with certain lands in the 
town of Mashpee," reported the same in a new draft ; and 
it was read three times under a suspension of the rule, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Papers from the House. 
A report of the committee of Conference, on the subject 

matter of difference between the two Houses, relative to 
the " resolve authorizing the Governor and Council to make 
a settlement with Amaziah Mayo and George G. Baker, 
contractors for building the Reformatory Prison for 
Women," the same being that the committees had been 
unable to agree, was accepted in concurrence. 

Resolves, 
Authorizing the issue of arms to Tuf ts College; 
Relative to the distribution of certain reports, were read, 

and, under a suspension of the rule requiring the same to 
be referred to a committee of the Senate, and the first named 
under a suspension of the twentieth joint rule, ordered to 
a second reading. 

A bill relative to the compensation of the special justices 
of police courts was read and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The bill to provide for the keeping of registers of voters 
in cities and towns came up concurred in certain of the 
amendments proposed by the Senate therein, and concurred 
in a further amendment with an amendment which was 
adopted in concurrence. 

A report of the committee of Conference, on the disagree-

Amaziah Mayo 
et al. 

Special justices 
of police courts. 

Registers of 
voters in cities 
and towns. 



Collection of 
taxes. 

Fees of officers 
in certain cases. 

Savings Banks. 

Reconsider-
ation. 

Savings Banks. 

ing votes of the two Houses, in relation to certain amend-
ments proposed by the Senate to the " bill in relation to 
the collection of taxes," the same being that the Senate 
should recede from its amendments at A and E ; that the 
House should concur in the amendments at B, C, D, and 
F ; also that the Senate amendment at G, inserting a new 
section, numbered section 16, should be stricken out, and 
a new section be inserted at the end of section 14, was 
accepted in concurrence. 

The Senate bill regulating the fees of officers making 
attachments of personal property came up concurred with 
certain amendments which the Senate non-concurred in ; 
and Messrs. Russell, Coffin, and Brown were appointed a 
committee of Conference on the subject matter of difference 
between the two Houses. 

Bills, 
To permit the establishment of a union freight-depot in 

Greenfield; 
Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 

authorized the present year and for other purposes, were 
severally read and referred to the committee on the Treas-
urv. 

Mr. Holmes, from the committee on Banks and Banking, 
on the order in regard to legislation respecting savings 
banks temporarily or permanently enjoined, reported that 
it is inexpedient to legislate thereon ; and the report was 
read and placed in the orders of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the vote bj' which the order 
fixing this as the last week of the session was adopted, was 
reconsidered, and the order was thereupon rejected. 

On motion of the same Senator, the vote by which the 
bill for the exemption from taxation of deposits in savings 
banks invested in United States securities passed to be 
engrossed, was reconsidered ; and the question then recur-
ring on passing the bill to be engrossed, it was determined 
as follows, to wi t : — 
Y E A S . — M e s s r s . 

N A Y S . — M e s s r s . 

Abbott, 
Canfield, 
Gilbert, 
Holmes, 
Adams, 
Ely, 
Knowlton, Wm. 
Rogers, 
Sherman, 

Beai, 
Davol, 
Gogin, 
Knowlton, 
Barton, 
Flatley, 
Lynde, 
Russell, 
Truell, 

H. M., 

Brown, 
Swing, 
Hill, 
Ropes. —12. 
Burrage, 
Gregory, 
Merriam, 
Saunders, 
White, Jas., "White, Jonathan. —16. 

So the Senate refused to pass the bill to be engrossed 



The report on the report of the committee appointed at s t a t e ^ w o r k -

the last session, to investigate certain transactions at the 
State workhouse at Bridgewater, was taken from the table 
ancl placed in the orders of the clay for to-morrow. 

The report of the receivers of the North Bridgewater 
Saving's Bank were taken from the table and referred to Bank."' 
the committee on Banks ancl Banking. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The orders of the day were taken up, ancl the Senate 
bill relating to clerical assistance of registers of probate and insolvency, 
insolvency was read twice under a suspension of the rule, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The Senate bill to amend chapter 225 of the acts of the v o t i n g in ci t ies, 

year 1876, in relation to voting in cities, was read a third 
time, amended, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Came up concurred. 

The House bill to change the name of the Main-Street Method'st̂ pis 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Worcester; and 

copal Church in 
The House resolve authorizing the revision and correc- Woloestel:-

tion of the list of Massachusetts soldiers who served in the 
war of the Rebellion, were severally read twice under a 
suspension of the rule, and passed to be engrossed in con-
currence. 

The Senate bill relative to the Troy and Greenfield Troy ana 
Railroad in the State of Vermont, otherwise known as the road."ie al 

Southern-Vermont Railroad, and certain railroads in Ver-
mont, to be constructed, to connect with the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad, was read a third time, further amended, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bill in relation to the crossing of the tracks ^¡„^¿f , .^ , 

of the Boston and Maine Railroad by the Lowell and Law- ana Lowell ana 
rence Railroad Company at South Lawrence was read a roaTcompany! 
third time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill in relation to the penal institutions of 
the Commonwealth was read a third time ; 

Mr. Russell proposed an amendment, providing that the J^™1 ini¡titu-
use of the gag shall be prohibited in said institutions as a 
means of punishment; and the question on the adoption 
of this amendment was taken by yeas and nays as follows, 
to wi t : — 



Savings Banks. 

Bills enacted, 
and laid before 
governor. 

YEAS. — M e s s r s . A b b o t t , 
Canfield, 
Day, 
Hodges, 
Russell, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, 
Burrage, 
Hayes, 
Lynde, 
Truell, 

Last week of 
session. 

Acts laid before 
the governor. 

Beal, Brown, 
Coffin, Davol, 
Ewing, Flatley, 
Ivnowlton, H . M., Ropes, 
Saunders. -—14. 
Bishop, Breed, 
Cate, Gregory, 
Hill, Holmes, 
Rogers, Sherman, 
White, Jonathan. —14. 

So the amendment was rejected, and the bill was passed 
to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The bill relating to rights of depositors in savings banks 

was read a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
The following engrossed bills, ( the first three of which 

originated in the Senate,) passed to be enacted, and were 
laid before the Governor for his approval: — 

Concerning commercial fertilizers. 
To limit the amount recoverable for damages or injury 

caused by defects of highways, townways, causeways, or 
bridges. 

Relating to trustees and trust-estates. 
In addition to an act to incorporate the town of Mashpee. 
Concerning trustee process. 
On motion it was ordered that when the Senate adjourns, 

it be to meet at 11 o'clock, A.M., to-morrow. 
On motion of Mr. Gilbert, 
Ordered, That the week commencing this day be con-

sidered the last week of the session. 
The following acts were laid before the Governor for his 

approval, to wi t : — 
In relation to the police department of the city of Boston; 
Relating to saving banks and the receivers thereof. 
Adjourned. 

W E D N E S D A Y , M a y 1 5 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Breed from the committee on the Treasury, on the 

bills, 
Bins. Relative to the establishment of a passenger-station in 



Greenfield, and reimbursements for land damages in that 
town; 

To provide a union passenger-station at North Adams ; 
and 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, on 
the bill relative to the compensation of the special justices 
of police courts, reported that said bills severally ought to 
pass, and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Merriam, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was recommitted the bill to regulate the issue of 
notes, bills, and drafts by corporations, reported 

A bill to prevent frauds upon corporations; and the 
same was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Special justices 
of police courts. 

Frauds upon 
corporations. 

Public docu-
ments. 

Soldiers and 
sailors. 

Report of 
Secretary of 
Board of Agri-
culture. 

Railroad Com-
missioners. 

Papers from the House. 
The Senate " bill concerning the preparation, printing, 

and distribution of public documents " came up concurred, 
with sundry amendments, which were adopted in concur-
rence. 

A bill to provide additional pay to poor and indigent 
soldiers and sailors was read and referred to the committee 
on the Treasury. 

The resolve authorizing the printing and distribution of 
the report of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

A report of the committee on Railroads, that the annual 
report of the Railroad Commissioners requires no further 
legislation thereon, was read and accepted in concurrence. 

Notice was received from the House announcing that 
the Senate bills, 

To confirm the deed of Eben F. Stone as guardian of Biiis rejected. 
Nathaniel P. Smith, an insane person; 

Relative to the compensation of county commissioners; 
Relative to costs before district, municipal, and police 

courts, and trial justices at inquests, had severally been 
rejected by that branch. 

A report of the committee of Conference on the sub-
ject matter of difference between the two Houses in rela-
tion to the " bill to amend an Act to establish a reforma-
tory prison for women," the same being that " the commit-
tees have been unable to agree and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof," was accepted in 
concurrence. 

Thereupon Messrs. Ely, Knowlton of Bristol, and White 

Reformatory 
prison for 



Sessions of 
Senate. 

Taxation of cer-
tain property of 
manufacturing 
companies, 
co-partnerships, 
&c. 

Savings Banks. 

Tufts College. 

Distribution of 
certain reports. 

Savings Banks. 

State Work-
house. 

Clapp and 
Ballou. 

of Suffolk were appointed a new committee of Conference 
in relation thereto. 

Sent down for conference. 
On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
Ordered, That, on and after to-day the Senate hold two 

sessions daily, commencing at 11 o'clock A.M. and 2 o'clock 
P.M. respectively, and that each session be considered a 
legislative clay. 

Mr. Coffin, from the committee on the Judiciary, on the 
bill relative to the taxation of property of certain manu-
facturing companies, copartnerships, and associations, re-
ported asking to be discharged from the further considera-
tion thereof; and the bill was placed in the orders of the 
day for the afternoon. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill relat-
ing to rights of depositors in savings banks was read a 
third time, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The resolve authorizing the issue of arms to Tufts 
College was read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The House resolve relative to the distribution of certain 
reports was read twice, amended, and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence with the amendments which were sent down 
for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The report on the order relative to legislation in regard 

to savings banks which are temporarily or permanently en-
joined, was accepted. 

The report of the committee on Public Charitable Insti-
tutions, on the report of the committee appointed at the 
last session to investigate the management and discipline 
of the State Workhouse, was amended by striking there-
from the words " i t is inexpedient to legislate thereon," 
and inserting instead thereof the words " b e referred to 
the next General C o u r t ; " and the report as amended was 
accepted, and sent down for concurrence in the amend-
ment. 

A message from the Governor to the House, with a com-
munication from the Attorney General respecting the con-
tract of Messrs. Clapp and Ballou, for building a sea-wall 
and filling in South Boston flats, was read and referred in 
concurrence to the committee on Harbors. 

Adjourned. 



A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of the morning session was read. 
Mr. Adams from the committee on the Treasury, on the Appropriations, 

bill making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 
authorized the present year, and for other purposes; and 

Mr. Breed from the same committee, on the bills, 
Making appropriations for the improvement and mainte- ibid, 

nance of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
Tunnel ; 

To permit the establishment of a union freight-depot in Greenfield. 
Greenfield, reported that these bills severally ought to 
pass ; and they were ordered to a second reading. 

Papers from the House. 
A bill in addition to a act in relation to the metric Metric system 

P . . , , of weights and 
system ot weights and measures ; and measures. 

A resolve in favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at stateLunatic 
Danvers, were severally read and referred to the committee Danvers1.*' 
on the Treasury. 

A report of the committee on Banks and Banking, that No. Bridgewa-
legislation is unnecessary on the report of the receivers of ^a

r
n™vlngs 

the North-Bridgewater savings bank of Brockton, was 
accepted in concurrence. 

A message from the governor with a communication code of reguia-
from the adjutant-general relative to printing a code of 
regulations for the militia, was referred in concurrence to 
the committee on Printing. 

The following engrossed bills, (the first of which origi-
nated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wi t : — 

Relating to the apportionment of sewer and sidewalk Bil's, enacted 
~ J- 1 and laid before 

assessments. the governor. 
To establish the boundaries of fire-district number one 

in the town of Greenfield. 
In addition to an act relating to the employment of 

children and regulations respecting them. 
In relation to the election of selectmen and assessors of 

towns. 
Relative to the taxation of co-operative saving fund and 

loan associations. 
In relation to the Commonwealth's interest in the capital 

stock of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company. 
Bill in relation to the crossing of the tracks of the 



State Prison. 

Danvers Hospi 
tal. 

Pay-roll. 

Bills. 

State House. 

Taxation of cer-
tain property of 
manufacturing 
corporations. 

Report of Sec-
retary of 
Board of Agri-
culture. 

Tufts College. 

Boston ancl Maine Railroad by the Lowell and Lawrence 
Railroad Company at South Lawrence. 

To amend chapter 70 of the General Statutes, relating 
to burials at public expense. 

To change the name of the Main-street Methodist Epis-
copal Church of Worcester. 

To provide for the keeping of registers of voters in 
cities and towns. 

An engrossed resolve concerning the old State prison 
buildings and land (which originated in the House) passed, 
and, with the above-named bills, was laid before the 
governor for his approval. 

Mr. Breed, from the committee on the Treasury, reported 
the resolve in favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at 
Danvers, without amendment; and the same was ordered 
to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
Ordered, That the clerk be directed to make up the 

pay-roll of the Senate for the present session, and that the 
members of the Senate be requested to certify to the clerk, 
in accordance with the Act of 1875, the amount of ex-
penditures incurred for travel to and from the place of 
meeting of the General Court once during the session. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 
To prevent frauds upon corporations; 
Relative to the compensation of the special justices of 

police courts; 
To provide a union passenger-station at North Adams ; 
Relative to the establishment of a passenger-station in 

Greenfield, and reimbursements for land damages in that 
town ; and 

The resolve in relation to improvements and repairs of 
the State House, were severally read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill relative to the taxation of property of certain 
manufacturing companies, copartnerships, and associations, 
was read a second time, amended and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The resolve authorizing the printing and distribution of 
the report of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture 
was read twice under a suspension of the rule, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The resolve authorizing the issue of arms to Tufts Col-



lege was read a third time and passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

A report of the committee of conference on the disa- Married women, 
greeing votes of the two Houses, in relation to the bill to 
better secure the rights of married women, the same being 
that the committee had been unable to agree, was accepted 
in concurrence. 

Mr. Ely from the committee of Conference, on the Reformatory 
subject matter of difference between the two Houses, in womenfor 

relation to the bill to amend an act to establish a reforma-
tory prison for women, reported that the Senate should 
recede from its amendment, striking out all after the en-
acting clause in the House bill, and recommending the 
adoption of certain amendments in said bill, viz.: In the 
first section strike out the word " three," between the words 
" than " and "months ," and insert the word " four." Also 
strike out in said section all after the word " months." 

In section 2, strike out the word " th ree " between the 
words " than " and " months," and insert the word " four." 

And the report was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
» Adjourned. 

T H U R S D A Y , M a y 1 6 , 1 8 7 8 . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on the Treasury, on 

the bill in addition to an act in relation to the metric sys-
tem of weights and measures, reported the same with an 
amendment, and it was ordered to a second reading. 

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the bill 
to provide additional jiay to poor and indigent soldiers 
and sailors, reported that the same be referred to the next 
General Court ; and the report was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for this afternoon. 

A bill (from the House) to apportion and assess a state state tax. 
tax of one million dollars, was read, and, under a suspen-
sion of the rule, ordered to a second reading. 

A bill (from the House,) providing for the submission 
to arbitration of the demands of George Clapp and Fred-

Metric system 
of weights and 
measures. 

Soldiers and 
sailors. 

Clapp and 
Ballou. 



erick Iv. Ballou against the Commonwealth, (on the mes-
sage of the Governor in relation to the subject,) was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Savings Banks. A report of the committee on Banks and Banking, that 
the further consideration of the order relative to allowing 
insolvent savings banks to continue business, be referred 
to the next General Court, was read and placed in the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Fees of officers. Mr. Russell, from the committee on Conference, of the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to the 
" bill regulating fees of officers in making attachments of 
personal property," reported that the committee had agreed 
that the word " receives" should be stricken therefrom, 
and the words " be allowed " inserted in place thereof. 

And the report was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
B The orders of the day were taken up, and the bills, 

Making appropriations for the improvement and mainte-
nance of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Iloosac 
Tunne l ; 

To permit the establishment of a union freight depot in 
Greenfield, were severally read a second time and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The Senate bill to prevent fraud in corporations was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
The House bills, 

ibid. Relative to the compensation of special justices of police 
courts; 

To provide a union freight depot at North Adams; 
Relative to the establishment of a passenger-station in 

Greenfield, and reimbursements for land damages in that 
town; and 

state House. The House resolve in relation to improvements and 
repairs of the State House, were severally read a third 
time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The orders of the day were laid on the table. 
Sills enacted T l l e following engrossed bills, ( the first of which origi-
>nd laid before nated in the Senate,) passed to be enacted, to wi t : 

To amend chapter 225 of the Acts of the year 1876, in 
relation to voting lists in cities. 

Relating to clerical assistance of registers of probate 
and insolvency. 



The following engrossed resolves (all of which origi- R e s o i v e s p a s s e a , 

natecl in the House) passed, and with the above-named 'thegoTCi™?™ 
bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, to wit : 

Relative to the distribution of certain reports. 
Authorizing the issue of arms to Tuf ts College. 
Authorizing the printing and distribution of additional 

copies of the report of the Secretary of the Board of 
Agriculture. 

Authorizing the revision and correction of the list of 
Massachusetts soldiers who served in the war of the Re-
bellion. 

Providing for the payment of expenses incurred in con-
nection with certain lands in the town of Mashpee. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley the resolve in favor of Thomas Thomas cawn . 
Cahill was taken from the table, the question being on 
suspending rule 17, in order to reconsider the vote whereby 
the resolve was ordered to a third reading; and the vote 
being taken thereon, it was carried in the negative, and 
the resolve was then read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed. 

Sent clown for concurrence. 
An engrossed bill relating to the rights of depositors in Savings hanks, 

savings banks (which originated in the House), passed to 
be enacted. Subsequently, Mr. Burrage moved a recon-
sideration of the vote by which the bill passed to be 
enacted; and the motion being considered, was laid on 
the table. 

The bill making further appropriation for the expenses state Reform 
of the State Reform School for Boys, was taken from the ScLoolforB°ys-
table, the question being on concurring with the House in 
the reference thereof to the committee on Public Charita-
ble Institutions. 

Mr. Brown moved the following words be added to the 
motion of reference : — 

" Provided this concurrence shall not be construed as 
any abandonment, on the part of the Senate, of its Con-
stitutional rights or privileges, in respect to originating 
bills or resolves appropriating money from the treasury." 
Pending the consideration of this motion, the subject was 
laid on the table. 

Adjourned. 



A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of the morning session was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A resolve in favor of Charles Fisher of Westport was 

read three times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The Senate bill in relation to the penal institutions of the 
Commonwealth, came up concurred, with certain amend-
ments ; and the Senate concurred in these at A and C, and 
non-concurred in that proposed at B. 

And the bill was returned to the Ilouse. 
The Senate bill relative to the Troy and Greenfield Rail-

road in the state of Vermont, otherwise known as the 
Southern Vermont Railroad, and certain railroads in Ver-
mont, to be constructed, to connect with the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad, came up concurred, with certain 
amendments, which were adopted in concurrence. 

Replevin bonds. A report of the committee of Conference, on the subject 
matter of difference between the two Houses, in relation to 
the " bill relative to replevin bonds," the same being that 
the Senate concur in the House amendment therein, was 
read, and accepted in concurrence. 

Militia. A resolve providing for the printing and issue of the code 
of regulations for the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, was 
read and referred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Subsequently, Mr. Adams from the committee, reported 
the resolve without amendment; and the same was read 
three times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

state Reform The bill making further appropriation for the expenses 
School for boys. t h e g t a t e R e f o r m School for Boys was taken from the 

table, and the Senate concurred in the reference thereof to 
the committee on Public Charitable Institutions, with the 
words proposed by Mr. Brown, and entered on page 425. 

Subsequently, Mr. Ely from said committee, reported that 
said bill ought not to pass ; and it was, in accordance with 
said report, rejected. 

Charles Fisher. The vote by which the resolve in favor of Charles Fisher 
of Westport passed to be engrossed, was reconsidered 
under a suspension of the rule, and the same was then 

Charles Fisher. 

Penal Institu-
tions. 
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Greenfield 
Railroad. 



amended, and again passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, 
with the amendments, which were sent clown for concur-
rence. 

Came up concurred. 
On motion of Mr. Gardner, a new committee of Confer- AmaziahMayo 

ence, consisting of Messrs. Hayes, Adams, and Sherman, e t a ' 
was appointed on the subject matter of difference between 
the two Houses, in relation to the resolve authorizing the 
Governor and Council to make a settlement with Amaziah 
Mayo and George G. Baker, contractors for building the 
Reformatory Prison for Women. 

Sent clown for concurrence. 
The orders of the day were taken up, and the House re- state Hospital 

solve in favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Danvers atDanver8-
was read twice, under a suspension of the rule, and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill making appropriations to meet certain Appropriations, 
expenditures authorized the present year, and for other 
purposes, was read twice, amended by inserting therein a 
provision for the payment of one thousand dollars to Thomas 
Cahill, and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence with the 
amendment, which was sent down for concurrence. 

The House bill relative to the taxation of property of Taxation of cer-
certain manufacturing companies, copartnerships, and asso- proper'y.cme 

ciations, was read a third time, as heretofore amended, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the amend-
ments, which were sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
The House bill in addition to an act in relation to the Metric system, 

metric system of weights and measures, was read twice, 
under a suspension of the rule ; the amendment proposed 
by the committee on the Treasury was rejected, and the bill 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The House bill providing for the submission to arbitra- clai'Pand 

tion of the demands of George Clapp and Frederick K. 
Ballou against the Commonwealth, was read twice under a 
suspension of the rule, amended and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence with the amendments, which were sent 
clown for concurrence. 

The House bill to apportion and assess a State tax of state tax. 
one million dollars was read twice, under a suspension of 
the rule, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

The bill to provide additional pay to poor and indigent scalers and 
soldiers and sailors was passed over. 



Savings banks. 

Slate Prison. 

Bills enacted 
and laid before 
the Governor. 

The report of the committee on Banks and Banking, on 
the order relative to allowing insolvent savings banks to 
continue business, was accepted in concurrence. 

A report of the committee of Conference, on the disa-
greeing votes of the two Houses, in relation to the bill to 
amend an act providing for an increase in the number of 
assistant guards employed at the State Prison, the same 
being that the House should recede from its amendment 
at A, and that the Senate should concur in the House 
amendment at B: also that the word " g u a r d s " should be 
stricken from the fifth, line, and the word " w a t c h m e n " 
inserted instead thereof, was accepted in concurrence. 

The following engrossed bills (both of which originated 
in the Senate) passed to be enacted and were laid before 
the Governor for his approval, to wi t : — 

Concerning the preparation, printing, and distribution of 
public documents. 

To provide for the enrolment of the militia, for the 
organization of the volunteer militia, and for the public 
defence. 

Paper from the House. 

Thanks to Ser- Ordered, in concurrence, That the thanks of the two 
?iT-«sisatants branches of the Legislature are tended to the sergeant-
'"" ' '""untb ' at-arms, for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office 

during the present session ; and to his several assistants for 
their careful attention to the duties imposed upon them. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, M a y 17, 1878. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday was read. 
On motion of .Mr. Breed, the pay-roll of the Senate as 

made up by the clerk, was referred to the committee on 
the Treasury. 

Subsequently Mr. Breed, from said committee, reported 
the same as correctly made up, and thereupon it was 

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid to the several 
senators whose names are borne on the accompanying roll, 
the sums set against their names respectively, amounting 
to the sum of twenty-six thousand six hundred and ninety-
nine dollars and ninety cents, for attendance and expenses 



of travel as members of the Senate during the present ses-
sion of the General Court. 

The bill in relation to the penal institutions of the Com- Pçnai institu-
monwealth came up, and the House recedes from its 
amendment at B in relation to the use of the gag in the 
penal and charitable institutions of the Commonwealth. 

The orders of the day were taken up, and the bill to ®^° r s a n d 

provide additional pay to poor and indigent soldiers and 
sailors was considered, the question being on the reference 
thereof to the next General Court ; and the vote being 
taken, it was carried in the negative, and the bill was then 
read twice, under a suspension of the rule, and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

Adjourned. 

A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N . 

Met according to adjournment. 
The journal of the morning session was read. 

Papers from the House. 
A resolve providing for repairs on the State House was state House, 

read three times, under a suspension of the rule, and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 

A resolve in favor of Thomas Cahill was read and re- Thomas Cahiu. 
ferred to the committee on the Treasury. 

Subsequently Mr. Adams from the committee submitted 
the following report : •— 

" The committee on the Treasury, to whom was com-
mitted the resolve in favor of Thomas Cahill, having con-
sidered the same, report that although a resolve in favor 
of Thomas Cahill has heretofore passed the Senate, and 
been sent to the House of Representatives, and the Senate 
has received no notice that the same has failed to pass 
that branch, or that this resolve is a substitute therefor, 
yet as this resolve is not identical with the other, but is 
essentially different, the committee report that the resolve 
ought to pass, the Senate reserving its ancient and un-
doubted privilege to originate all bills appropriating 
money, equally with the House of Representatives. 

And the report was accepted, and ordered to be entered 
on the Journal of the Senate. 

And the resolve was read twice, under a suspension of 
the rule, and passed to be engrossed in concurrence. 



Appropriations. The bill making appropriations to meet certain expen-
ditures authorized the present year and for other purposes, 
came up non-concurred in the Senate amendment therein, 
and the Senate receded therefrom. 

Thomas Cahiu. Notice was received from the House that the Senate 
resolve in favor of Thomas Caliill had been rejected by 
that branch. 

Appropriations. A bill (from the House) in addition to an act making 
appropriations to meet certain expenditures authorized the 
present year, and for other purposes, was read three times 
under a suspension of the rules, and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

Amaziah Mayo Mr. Hayes, from the committee of Conference on the 
subject matter of difference between .the two branches, in 
relation to the resolve authorizing the Governor and Coun-
cil to make a settlement with Amaziah Mayo and George 
G. Baker, contractors for building the reformatory prison 
for women, reported recommending the adoption of a re-
solve providing for the submission of said claims to three 
arbitrators for final settlement. 

And the report was accepted. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Came up concurred. 
Thanks to the Mr. Russell, Mr. Adams in the chair, offered the follow-
President. i n g . r e s 0 i u t i 0 1 1 i w hich was advocated by Messrs. White of 

Plymouth, Coffin, Hill, Flatley and Palmer, and unani-
mously adopted: — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented to 
its president, the Hon. John B. D. Cogswell, for the ability, 
dignity, courtesy, and impartiality with which he has pre-
sided over its deliberations, and conducted its business. 

The president, resuming the chair, addressed the Senate 
as follows: — 
Senators: —-

In accepting position, a public officer, if a conscientious 
man, pledges himself to a faithful discharge of its duties, 
according to the best of his ability. If he succeeds in 
filling the measure of the place, he is entitled to a recog-
nition of the fact, but certainly not to thanks, for merely 
accomplishing what he considered himself capable and 
undertook to do. And yet I am by no means insensible 
to the very great kindness manifested by so many Senators 
in their remarks upon the resolution offered by the Senator 
from Middlesex. But 1 accept these sentiments in no 



vaunting or self-complacent spirit. Indeed, the mood in 
which 1 retire from this chair at the expiration of my 
second session as presiding officer of the Senate is a very 
different one. I have found that familiarity with the 
duties of the place by no means permits a relaxation 
from diligence, or inattention to business. The president, 
while yet fresh in his chair, will naturally be alert and 
critical, lest he be drawn into error. But when he has 
become easy, and feels quite at home, he will be apt to 
permit vigilance to sleep, confident in his general knowl-
edge of parliamentary methods. Thus he is perhaps more 
prone to make trilling mistakes, which will mortify him-
self, if unnoticed or overlooked by others. So that, if I 
have ever permitted to myself the reflection that I had 
become really competent, some oversight, though perhaps 
quite unimportant, has suddenly checked the feeling of 
self-satisfaction. No one can so severely criticise our con-
duct as ourselves, if clear-sighted and conscientious; and, 
if our standard is high, we realize with humility, how far 
we have fallen short of it. Indeed, I should best express 
my own feeling by saying that this occasion and the gen-
erous sympathy which marks it are, nevertheless, so em-
barrassing, that I would have almost preferred the usual 
kind custom of the body had for once been set aside. 
And yet I have endeavored to conform my conduct to 
certain settled ideas of the obligations imposed by the 
position. 

I conceive that the presiding officer of a deliberate as-
sembly assumes certain peculiar duties with his seat. The 
more obvious are to familiarize himself with the principles 
of parliamentary law and the special rules of the body, to 
decide questions of order promptly yet upon full knowl-
edge and due consideration, to assign committee work fair-
ly yet with good judgment and an eye to adaptability, to 
preside with dignity and impartiality. But these duties 
are all included in the general formula: it should be his 
constant study, how to bring the business of the body to 
as speedy a conclusion as shall be consistent with thorough 
examination, deliberation, and determination. I t is often 
said that the presiding officer is to aid the assembly in 
expressing its conclusion. This is only another form of 
expressing the same proposition. 

The presiding officer, however, is in no sense to consid-
er himself an overseer or driver, still less a dictator, over 
his fellow-members. He is not usually assigned to com-
mittee work, unless upon parliamentary law or the rules, 



and must therefore rely largely upon the judgment of 
those who have been informed by hearing and private dis-
cussion. He can, however, study the conformation of 
committees, and make them effective by his observation of 
individual character, tastes, and habits. He can accom-
plish most by private watchfulness and individual sugges-
tions, which, according to my observation, are rarely, if 
ever, received unkindly. 

Especially should the presiding officer keep himself in-
formed of the general nature of all matters pending be-
fore the body. Every thing in the first instance passes 
once across his table. He should then inform himself of 
its apparent scope, so that he may recognize it when it 
assumes a definite form, to test the will of the assembly. 
He cannot know ordinarily all the reasons for or against 
the proposition, but he can learn its present position. He 
should also find time to scan in advance the business 
allotted to each day, thus appreciating in advance the 
progress it may be possible to make. And it should be 
his aim to promote industrious and laborious sessions, so 
far as may be consistent with due discussion and the 
rights of members. He should daity, and every day, set 
an example of patience, assiduity, resolution, and cheerful-
ness, in the despatch of business. 

The weight of his influence should be well understood 
to be in favor of regular and thorough labor in the open 
sessions. 

He should earnestly strive to be an attentive, courteous, 
and willing listener; as, knowing bjr experience, that en-
lightenment in debate sometimes comes late, and from 
quarters least expected. And yet it will occasionally be 
in his power to cut short a trifling or protracted discus-
sion, without harsh or rude interference. 

The presiding officer should be punctual in attendance. 
My friend, the Senator from Suffolk (Mr. Flatley) com-
pliments me upon that head. He does not know how 
deeply I was disturbed, that the accident of a mistake as 
to time prevented my taking the chair promptly on one 
occasion. 1 beg the Senate now to accept my apology. 
To needlessly waste the time of a public body, is almost a 
crime; and an unintentional offence should be accounted 
for. 

During the last session of the legislature, I was absent 
from one daily session ; the present year I have been pres-
ent every moment of every session. I have relinquished 
the chair four times in the course of the two annual ses-



sions: twice upon the customary resolution like that now 
under consideration, once for the purpose of joining in the 
testimonial of regard and affection towards a distinguished 
deceased member of the legislature, and once to endeavor 
to impart some information upon a subject I thought my-
self called to speak upon. 

I mention the circumstance for the purpose of saying 
that T think the presiding officer ought to preside. If he 
is fit for the place, he is the person who can most effectu-
ally despatch the business, because he is presumably familiar 
with the parliamentary law, the rules, and the routine of 
things; because, if he has done his duty, he knows more 
about the general condition of all the matters pending, 
than any other member, although less, perchance, about 
the merits of any particular thing. And the main object 
of the legislature is to get through with the business as 
soon and as well as possible ; so neither branch can afford 
to lose its presiding officer very often, if capable. Besides, 
there is danger of favoritism or injustice in the case of a 
substitute. A member may be successful if placed in the 
chair, and yet, if frequently called there, he is so far the 
presiding officer at the will of one member; and an injus-
tice may be done other members equally fit. But, if a 
large number of members are called in succession to the 
chair, certain of them are quite likely to fail, and confu-
sion and embarrassment are the consequence. Of course 
there may be many circumstances calling for a modifica-
tion of this ru le ; but, as a practice, the president had 
better do what he was chosen to do. 

I am equally certain he ought not ordinarily to partici-
pate in debate. In the first place, he has usually heard 
nothing in committee, and the cases are rare where his 
knowledge is special and peculiar. I before remarked that 
I had participated in but one general debate : I felt myself 
impelled at the moment by a sense of duty ; but the next 
day I saw that it had been unnecessarj', after all. The 
presiding officer is set one side to promote dignity, good 
order, and good temper, in the body. If he comes down 
from the chair but seldom, his words in debate will be 
quite likely to have more weight than they deserve ; and 
he ought therefore to be very sure there is a necessity 
for speech on his part. If, on the other hand, he speaks 
frequently, the prestige of the position is speedily gone, 
and he has weakened his force and influence as a presiding 
officer, which he was under an implied obligation to retain 
unimpaired. 



Of course it would be mere trifling to say that the pre-
siding officer should never be tempted to enter debate for 
the purpose of display, or to promote personal popularity 
upon a popular occasion, or to relieve any momentary irri-
tation. When he takes the chair he impliedly accepts 
certain compensations as an equivalent for the excitements, 
the pleasures, or the triumphs of debate. 

Under our rules, the presiding officer may vote in all 
cases. Pie ought, therefore, to mature his opinion, so as 
to be ready promptly to express it by vote if there is occa-
sion. I t is, however, better, in my judgment, and more 
conducive to the preservation of the due influence of the 
chair, if he refrains from voting where the question is 
clearly decided without his intervention, or where it is not 
one of great importance. If it is one upon which he has a 
clear conviction, his duty to the public requires him to 
express it. 

Debate has been unusually abundant during the present 
session. This is by no means to be regretted. I t has 
been a reproach upon this body, that measures seemed to 
be adopted rather by mutual arrangement and accommo-
dation than after full discussion, and in the light of in-
formation given and received. The Senate is so small, 
that, with patient sittings, there is little danger its busi-
ness will be clogged by long debates, or that it will fall 
behind the House in progress. 

I beg leave, however, to protest against the practice of 
special assignments, which gives certain subjects undue 
prominence to the injury of others equally important, 
dislocates the routine of business, and needlessly fosters 
and encourages elaborate efforts in debate. The previous 
question will never become necessary here, unless special 
assignments become the confirmed habit of the Senate. 

I t is to me profoundly gratifying to be able here to 
speak of the very satisfactory character of the present 
Senate. Not for many years, in my opinion, has the repu-
tation of the body been as high as it now stands. Its 
business has been transacted with reasonable industry and 
with more than ordinary ability. 

I should be less than human, were I not now to ac-
knowledge the great warmth and consideration which 
have colored the expressions of Senators towards myself 
to-day; still more the extreme and almost tender kindness 
with which I have been uniformly treated by every mem-
ber of this body. I wish I had deserved the o-enerous 
praise Senators have lavished upon me. In return. I can 



truly say that I entertain high respect for each and every 
member. I hope there does not exist in the mind of any 
one a feeling that I have failed to act impartially or kindly 
towards him. If so, I beg to assure him that the error 
was unintentional, and that I depart with the kindest 
regard for all and each. Nearly half of the present Senate 
were also members in 1877; and by those I may be per-
mitted again to allude to the sudden decease of our much-
respected associate, Mr. Whicher of the First Norfolk 
District, in the very lusty prime of manhood, just after he 
had accompanied us in our visit to the battle-field of 
Bennington. We looked with melancholy interest upon 
his successor in the present Senate, Mr. Barker, whose 
pallid countenance and failing breath soon impressed us 
with the melancholy forebodings that human resolution 
was unavailing to oppose the dread decree, and prepared 
us for the " obsequy and funeral t r a i n " that speedily 
followed. Now, as we are about to separate, our hearts 
are saddened by the sudden bereavement of our most 
efficient and amiable Sergeant-at-arms, whose household is 
darkened by the loss of wife and mother. 

Otherwise we separate in high health and strength, and 
in these smiling hours of the matured spring. W e part, 
and we shall not all meet here again. Some, doubtless, 
will return to these seats. I venture to express my fer-
vent hope, nay, my confident expectation, that some whom 
I see about me, young, vigorous, and capable, will be able 
to discharge other and even more distinguished public 
service. And you will permit me, I am sure, with feelings 
of profound sincerity, to utter in farewell the aspiration 
that you may all enjoy peace, happiness, and domestic 
affection. 

Mr. Coffin offered the following resolution : — 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are hereby ex- Thanks to the 

tendered to Hon. Stephen N. Gifforcl for the efficient and C,crk' 
acceptable manner in which he has performed the duties 
of clerk, and in appreciation of the uniform courtesy and 
readiness with which he has given to all the benefits of 
his large knowledge and experience in matters of legis-
lation. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
Ordered, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to Thanks to the 

the Rev. Isaac Dunham for his faithful and acceptable c h a P l a i I > -
services as chaplain of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Flatley, 



Assistant Clerk. Ordered, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to 
Hilton F. Hosmer for the uniformly faithful and courteous 
discharge of the duties of assistant clerk of the Senate. 

Bills enacted The following engrossed bills (the first five of which 
Governor.1originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to wit : — 

To prevent frauds upon corporations. 
To amend an act to establish a reformatory prison for 

women. 
Relating to replevin bonds. 
Relating to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in the 

State of Vermont, otherwise known as the Southern Ver-
mont Railroad, and certain railroads in Vermont, to be 
constructed, to connect with the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad. 

In relation to the penal and reformatory institutions of 
the Commonwealth. 

In relation to the collection of taxes. 
In addition to an act in relation to the metric system of 

weights and measures. 
To provide for a union passenger station at North Adams. 
To amend an act providing for an increase in the number 

of assistant watchmen employed at the State prison. 
Making appropriations for the improvement and mainte-

nance of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
Tunnel. 

Regulating the fees of officers in making attachments of 
personal property. 

To apportion and assess a state tax of one million 
dollars. 

To permit the establishment of a union freight depot in 
Greenfield. 

Relative to the establishment of a passenger station in 
Greenfield and reimbursements for land damages in that 
town. 

Relative to the taxation of the property of certain man-
ufacturing companies, copartnerships and associations. 

Providing for the submission to arbitration of the de-
mands of George Clapp and Frederick K. Ballou against 
the Commonwealth. 

To provide additional pay to poor and indigent soldiers 
and sailors. 

Making appropriations to meet certain expenditures 
authorized the present year, and for other purposes. 

In addition to an act making appropriations to meet 
certain expenditures authorized the present year, and for 
other purposes. 



The following engrossed resolves (all of which originated ^dwd'bSe 
in the House) passed, and, with the above-named bills, were Governor, 
laid before the governor for his approval, to wi t : — 

In favor of the State Lunatic Hospital at Danvers. 
In relation to improvements and repairs of the State 

House. 
Relative to the printing and issue of the code of regu-

lations for the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. 
In favor of Charles Fisher of Westport. 
Providing for repairs on the State House. 
In favor of Thomas Cahill. 
Relative to the claim of Amaziah Mayo and George G. 

Baker, for the construction of the reformatory prison for 
women at Sherborn. 

On motion of Mr. Coffin, 
Ordered,• That when the president shall receive the Money bills, 

opinions of the honorable justices of the supreme judicial 
court in reply to the questions proposed to them by the 
Senate, the same be printed and be entered upon the 
journal of the Senate, and the clerk be requested to send 
copies of the opinions to the several members of the legis-
lature ; and also the ruling of the president upon the 
questions relating to money bills. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed, to be joined, Prorogation, 

to consist of three on the part of the Senate, with such as 
the House may join, to wait upon his excellency the 
governor, and inform him that the two branches have dis-
posed of all the public business that has been referred 
to them, and to request him, with the advice and consent 
of the Council, to prorogue them to the Tuesday next 
preceding the first Wednesday in January next. 

And Messrs. Adams, Ropes and Beal were appointed the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

Sent down to be joined. 
Came up, and Messrs. Fairbank of Oakham, Prescott of 

Boston, Wentworth of Boston, Jones of Lynn, Ellis of 
Melrose, Cunningham of Somerville, Cooke of Lenox, Hil-
dreth of Lunenburg, and Billings of Hatfield are joined. 

Subsequently Mr. Adams from the above-named com-
mittee, reported that they had attended to the duty 
assigned them, and that the governor would forthwith 
transmit a message to the Senate by the secretary of the 
Commonwealth. 

Soon after the secretary came in and informed the Senate 



that His Excellency had signed 284 bills and 48 resolves, 
being all that the General Court had placed before him-for 
his approval. 

And the Secretary further informed the Senate, that, in 
accordance with the request of the two branches, it was 
his pleasure, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Council, to prorogue them to the Tuesday next preceding 
the first Wednesday of January next. 

And the General Court was prorogued accordingly. 
Attest : 

S T E P H E N N. GIFFORD, 
Clerk of the Senate. 




