
The House hills
Providing additional appropriations for salaries and ex- Bills, 

penses at the State Reform School for Boys ;
To provide for the further improvement o f the Common

wealth’s flats at South Boston ; and the
House resolve to provide for a topographical survey and ®“rpT$  ™ed 

map of the Commonwealth, were severally read a third C o m m o n w e a lth , 

time and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.
The following engrossed hills (the first two of which ™!uoQovd 

originated in the Senate) passed to he enacted, to w it: —  urnor-
Concerning the State Reform School.
Providing for the appointment o f trustees for the State 

Almshouse and the State Workhouse.
To amend the charter o f the city of Springfield in rela

tion to the election o f aldermen.
Relating to practice in the Superior Court.
To change the name of the Harvard Clock Company.
To regulate the construction and operating o f tele

phonic, telegraphic and other electrical lines.
Relating to the powers of married women in the dis

posal o f their separate estate hy will or deed.
The following engrossed resolves (the first o f which and°toGuvM8ed 

originated in the Senate) passed and with the above named el'nor- 
bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval: —

Relating to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac Tunnel.

In favor o f Mary Going o f Boston.
Mr. Galvin, on leave, under a suspension o f the 12th 

Joint Rule, introduced a bill to establish the salary of the 
Clerk of the Senate and of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, and the same was sent down for concur
rence in the suspension of said rule.

Came up concurred.
Adjourned.

M o n d a y , June 2 ,  1 8 8 4 .

Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Morrison, from the committee on Probate and Chan

cery, on an order in relation to the subject, reported
A bill to require trustees to render yearly accounts. Trustees.
Mr. Burt, from the committee on Cities, on the peti

tion of Oliver Downing and others, reported
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A bill to authorize cities and towns to permit the use of 
public buildings by the Grand Army o f the Republic, and 
these bills were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Mr. Onslow Gilmore, from the committee on Expendi
tures, on the bill in addition to an act to establish a re
formatory for male prisoners, reported that the same 
ought to pass with certain amendments, and it was ordered
to a second reading.©

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Cities, reported 
the bill to divide the city of Lawrence into seven wards, 
and for other purposes, without amendment, and the same 
was placed in the Orders of the Lay for to-morrow on the 
question o f engrossment.

The same Senator, from the same committee, on the 
petition o f James L. Little and others, reported that the 
same be referred to the next General Court, and the 
report being considered under a suspension, was accepted.

Sent down for concurrence.
Came up concurred.

Mr. Pillsbury, from the special committee appointed to 
inquire whether any attempts have been made to improp
erly influence the action of Senators on the bill to 
authorize the formation of corporations for the manufac
ture and sale of water gas for light and fuel, submitted a 
report thereon, recommending that the evidence be trans
mitted to the attorney-general, with instructions to take such 
action thereon as justice may require, — and the report was 
lead and placed in the Orders of the Lay for to-morrow 
for consideration, at 11.30 o’clock, a . m .

P a w n b ro k e rs.

F o re ig n  corpo
ratio ns.

Papers from  the House.
I he Senate bill relating to pawnbrokers came up con

curred with an amendment which was adopted in concur
rence.

A  report o f the committee of conference on the dis
agreeing votes o f the two houses on the bill concernino- 
foreign corporations having a usual place o f business in 
this Commonwealth, was read, the same being that the 
House should recede from its non-concurrence in the 
Senate amendments at “ A ” and “ B ” in section 2, at 
“  C ” and “ L ” in section 3, at “  G ,” in section 4, and should



concur in the Senate amendments at “  E ” and “ F ” in 
section 3, with certain amendments and accepted in con
currence.

Reports of the committee on Public Charitable Institu- R e p o rts, 

tions, that no further legislation is necessary on the 
annual reports of the trustees of

The State Almshouse;
The State Primary and Reform Schools ;
The Massachusetts School for the Feeble Minded;
The State Lunatic Hospitals at Worcester, Northampton 

and Danvers; and
The Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for 

the Blind, were accepted in concurrence under a suspen
sion of the rule.

The Orders o f the Day were taken up, and the House F r a n k lin  

bill to provide for the appointment of a medical examiner County‘ 
for the northern district ot the county of Franklin was 
read a third time and passed to be engrossed in concur
rence.

The House resolves
Concerning the printing o f laws relating to elections; Resolves.
In favor of the family o f the late Lewis Gaul;
Confirming the acts of Milton B. Whitney as a justice 

o f the peace and as a justice o f the peace and of the 
quorum, were severally read a third time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence.

The House resolve providing for repairs and improve- state House, 
ments in the State House and at the Commonwealth 
Building, was read twice under a suspension of the rule, 
ijmended and passed to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the amendment which was sent down for concurrence.

Came up concurred.
The House bills
To l'equire the city of Boston to provide a safe for the b h is . 

keeping of ballots cast at State and municipal elections in 
said c ity ;

In relation to the payment of money into the treasury 
o f the Commonwealth ; and the

House resolve in favor o f the Campello Co-operative campoiio 
Bank o f Brockton, were severally read twice under a b™To7 Bract 
suspension of the rule and passed to bo engrossed in con- ton‘ 
currence.

Mr. Loring moved a suspension o f the rule in relation
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to reconsideration, so that he might make a motion to 
reconsider the vote whereby the bill to authorize the 
formation o f corporations for the manufacture and sale of 
water gas for light and fuel was rejected, and the motion 
was placed in the Orders o f the Day for to-morrow.

The following engrossed bills (the first ten of which 
originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to w it: —

To protect game and to protect private lands from tres
pass.

Relating to service o f process in proceedings in equity.
To provide for the further improvement o f the Com

monwealth’s flats at South Boston.
Relative to fishing in the Merrimack River.
In relation to the inspection and sale of milk and butter.
To prevent the adulteration o f vinegar.
To incorporate the city of Waltham.
Authorizing the city of Boston to build a pile structure 

in Charles River.
To establish a homoeopathic hospital for the insane.
To prevent the use of nets in ponds.
Concerning conditional sales of furniture or other 

household effects.
Providing additional appropriations for salaries and ex

penses at the State Reform School for Boys.
Providing for the compensation of members o f the 

Legislature.
Authorizing the transfer of a certain map from the State 

Library to the United States Geodetic Survey.
To authorize the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad 

Corporation to use the proceeds o f certain bonds in the 
treasury.

Providing for compensation for damages occasioned by 
the erection o f telegraph and telephone lines.

To apportion and assess a State tax o f two million dol
lars.

The following engrossed resolves (the first two of which 
originated in the Senate), passed, and, with the above 
named bills, were laid before the Governor for his ap
proval, to w it: —

In relation to the purchase o f undivided portions of 
flats at South Boston, owned in part by the Common
wealth.

Relating to the contract with the Waring Hat Manufac
turing Company.



To provide for a topographical survey and map o f the 
Commonwealth.

Providing for fire escapes at the State Normal School at 
Bridgewater.

Papers from  the House.

A resolve confirming the acts o f Jerome H. Fiske as a Je ro m e  h . 

justice of the peace was admitted under a suspension o f F‘“ke' 
the rule, and the same was subsequently returned by the 
House and ordered to a second reading.

Resolves
In favor o f the brothers o f the late James William R e so lv e s. 

Finan;
In favor o f the widow o f the late John Doherty of 

Boston, were severally read and ordered to a second 
reading.

Ordered, In concurrence, that the thanks o f this Ererett spring 
Legislature be tendered to the “  Everett Spring Water Waler Co' 
Company ” for furnishing at the State House during the 
session o f the Legislature a supply o f their excellent 
water free of expense.

The bill to establish the salary o f the Clerk o f the C le r k s  o f  the 

Senate and the Clerk o f the House of Representatives House.and 
came from the House concurred in the introduction there
of, and Mr. Galvin proposed a substitute therefor which 
was adopted, read three times under a suspension o f the 
rule and passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
Came up concurred.

Papers from  the House.
Bills
Establishing the salaries of the Assistant Clerks of the Assistant 

Senate and House o f Representatives ; seimtê d
Establishing the salary of the Sergeant-at-Arms, were se°rgeant-at. 

severally admitted in concurrence under a suspension of Arms- 
the 12th Joint Rule.

Adjourned.
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T u e s d a y , June 3 ,  18 84 .

Met according to adjournment.
The resolution in relation to the prorogation o f the 

Legislature was taken from the table, and the same was 
amended by providing that the Legislature shall be pro
rogued to-day, and the resolution as amended, was adopted 
and

Sent down for concurrence.
Came up concurred.

Papers from  the House.

A report from the committee of conference on the sub
ject-matter of difference between the two houses in rela
tion to certain amendments proposed by the House to the 
bill to provide for the public safety in the use of steam- 
engines and steam-boilers, the same being that the 
committees were unable to agree, was accepted in con
currence.

The following engrossed bills (all o f which originated 
in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to w it: —

To improve the civil service o f the Commonwealth and 
the cities thereof.

To provide for the appointment of a medical examiner 
for the northern district o f the county of Franklin.

The following engrossed resolves (the first of which 
originated in the Senate) passed, and with the above 
named bills were laid before the Governor for his approval, 
to w it: —

Concerning the State Workhouse.
Confirming the acts o f Milton B. Whitney as a justice 

o f the peace and as a justice of the peace and of the 
quorum.

In favor o f the widow o f the late Lewis Gaul.
Concerning the printing of laws relating to elections.
The following message was received from the Governor 

returning with his objections thereto the bill authorizing 
the city o f Boston to build a pile structure in Charles 
River.



E x e c u t i v e  D e p a r t m e n t ,

B o s t o n , June 8, 1881.

To the Senate and House o f  Representatives :

There has been laid before me a bill authorizing the 
city o f Boston to build a pile structure in Charles River, 
and, as it does not receive my approval, I  return it to 
the Senate, in which it originated, for reconsideration.

The bill gives to the city of Boston without payment of 
money or compensation o f any kind a perpetual right to 
occupy with a pile structure an area o f tide water lands 
in the Charles River, lying between the new Warren 
Bridge and the bridge of the Fitchburg Railroad Com
pany, containing 26,932 square feet, and having a market 
value at the price recently received by the Commonwealth 

i for similar grants in the immediate vicinity (seventy-five 
cents per square foot) of $20,199. Other estimates fix a 
much larger sum as its real value. This area is described 
in the bill as “  flats,” by which term might be understood 
land lying between high and low water mark and ordi
narily belonging to the owner o f the adjacent shore ; but 
all of this area, as will appear by reference to official 
charts of Charles River, is below low water mark and out
side the harbor line established by law. It covers, in 
fact, the main deep-water channel of the river, and the 
entire area is tide-water land, the title o f which is in the 
Commonwealth.

Under section 3, chapter 313 of the acts of 1864 and 
section 3, chapter 122 of the acts of 1865 as modified by 
chapter 8 of the resolves of 1872, the receipts from sales of 
public lands and flats, not specifically appropriated, are 
pledged to the credit ot the Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
sinking fund, and all receipts under section 16 of chapter 
19 of the Public Statutes are paid into this fund. The 
need of securing all practicable additions to this fund to 
provide for the payment of the debt at its maturity is so 
clear and urgent that I forbear to enlarge upon it by way 
of argument in this connection.

Under ordinary grants o f this character the Public Stat
utes, chapter 19, sections 14 and 16, require not only com
pensation to be made for tide water displaced, but the 
payment into the treasury by the grantee, for the rights 
and privileges granted in the land o f the Commonwealth, 
of such sums of money as the governor and council shall

Boston,—
P ile  stru c tu re s  
In  C h a r le s  R iv e r .



determine to be just and equitable. An exception is made 
it the grant is to a city, town or county for a bridge con
stituting a part of a public highway ; and under this ex
ception the city of Boston has lately occupied, without 
payment, for the new Warren Bridge over the Charles 
River an area of 47.520 square feet of tide-water land of 
the Commonwealth in excess o f the area occupied by the 
old bridge, the market value o f which, at the price already 
stated, would be $35,640.

The legislature has also in special cases made gifts of 
public land for other public uses. More than two-fifths 
of the Commonwealth’s lands on the Back Bay were thus 
devoted to public avenues, streets and ways, and nearly 
one-seventh of the residue reserved for side has been 
donated to the city of Boston and to public institutions. 
It has been the custom in making such gifts to define the 
public uses for which the land was granted, and, expressly 
or by implication, to forbid the appropriation to other 
uses. By chapter 222 of the acts o f 1380, for example, 
land on the Back Bay was donated to the city o f Boston 
for a public library, but on the express condition that the 
land should be used only for that purpose, and that all the 
citizens o f the Commonwealth should have free access to 
the library. By a still more recent statute, chapter 219 
of the acts of 1883, the free use of certain land of the 
Commonwealth was granted to the town of Florida for 
public school-house purposes, to continue so long as the 
land was used for such purposes and no longer.

It may be said to be the settled policy of the Common
wealth that the public lands are not to be granted for other 
than public purposes, except upon fair and reasonable 
compensation, and that in donating portions of the public 
domain without such compensation for public uses, the 
uses should be clearly defined in the grant. It would he 
difficult to justify any other system of dealing with the 
public lands of the Commonwealth.

The bill under consideration is open to the objection 
that it gives a perpetual right to occupy with a structure 
a valuable tract o f public land, not only without compensa
tion, but without prescribing any public or other use to 
which it shall be appropriated. There is no restriction 
which precludes the use of the structure for purposes of 
gain, trade, business or profit, or any other purpose for 
which private property may be used. And taken in con



nection with the provisions of chapter 140 of the acts of 
1883, this.hill might serve to perfect an absolute title, or 
lay the foundation to a claim for such a title to the land 
in question, so that it could be conveyed by the city to 
private parties for the purposes o f trade or business. The 
second section exempts not only from all liability to pay 
for the grant under chapter nineteen of the Public Statutes, 
but as well, with a single exception, from all the provis
ions of that chapter, giving a general supervision and 
control over structures in the tide waters o f the Com
monwealth. No reason appears for such exemption. Be
sides, it can hardly be considered improbable that at some 
future time the parcel of land described in the bill, or 
some portion of it, may be required for the widening of 
Warren Bridge, or for some other public use.

In the absence o f any apparent public exigency for this 
donation of land, another serious objection to the bill is 
the probable injury to the Charles River and to the harbor 
of Boston which this additional obstruction may cause. 
By reference to the report of the harbor and land commis
sioners for 1882, it will be seen that they declare that the 
location and character of the numerous bridges and other 
structures which encumber the mouth and throat of the 
Charles River have always been considered as seriously 
objectionable and hurtful to the navigation interests of 
Boston and the other cities and towns on its banks. The 
gross amount of piling between the pier lines on either 
side of the river from its mouth to the West Boston 
Bridge is already more than forty acres. A  recent survey 
has shown that serious shoaling has occurred all along

.  O  O

this section of the river, and that the tidal currents o f the 
river and harbor are injuriously affected. The location o f 
the structure proposed in the bill is especially objectiona
ble, because, as already stated, it extends across the deep 
water of the main channel of the river at or near its nar
rowest part. I f  the highway and railroad bridges which 
cross the river are to be regarded as necessary obstruc
tions, the importance of preserving the open water spaces 
betweeu these bridges from further encroachment cannot 
be too strongly urged. Pressure has been and is likely 
again to be made for the occupation of these spaces for 
business purposes. The bill proposes to close one of 
them, and could hardly fail to be urged as a precedent for 
closing others.



’ ater G as.

Large sums of money have been expended by the Com
monwealth, and much larger sums by the United States, 
for the improvement and preservation o f Boston Harbor. 
Obstructions like that contemplated in this bill have been 
uniformly protested against by those having official charge 
of these works 011 the part of the State and the national 
governments. It must be manifestly unwise for the legis
lature to sanction further obstructions o f this nature 
except upon a clear and controlling public exigency, 
which does not, in my opinion, appear from any of the 
provisions of the present bill or from the undisputed facts 
bearing upon the question under consideration.

GEO. D. ROBINSON.

And the Senate jrroceeded to reconsider the bill, and 
the question being stated, “  Shall the bill pass, the ob
jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstand
in g ?” it was determined as follows, to w it: —

Y e a s . —  Messrs. Baldwin, Barrus, Burt,
Cronin, Currier, Galvin,
Gilmore, H H., Hodges, Joyner,
Livermore, Loring, Morrison,
Parker, Randall, D ., Reed,
Sanderson, Sparhawk, Steele,
W oodw orth. — 19

N a y s . — Messrs. Denny, Gilmore, 0 ., Root,
Thomas, W hitin, Whittier. —  6 .

A b s e n t . —  Messrs. Andrew, Bowley, Burden,
Campbell, Mason, M cFarlin,
Norris, Pillsbury, Randall, C . S.,
Sessions, Stevens, Thayer,
Trull, W  ashburn. —-1 4 .

So the bill passed, the objections of the Governor to the 
contrary notwithstanding, and it was sent to the House 
for concurrence.

Pursuant to assignment, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the report o f the joint special committee 
appointed to inquire whether any improper influence has 
been attempted to be exercised upon Senators on the bill 
to authorize the formation o f corporations for the manu
facture and sale of water gas for light and fuel.

But before any action was had thereon, the Senate
Adjourned.



A f t e r n o o n  S e s s io n .

Met according to adjournment.
The following engrossed bills (all o f which originated 

iif the House) passed to be enacted, to w it: —
Concerning foreign corporations having a usual place of 

business in this Commonwealth.
In relation to the payment o f money into the treasury 

of the Commonwealth.
Relating to pawnbrokers.
To provide for the safe keeping of ballots in the city of 

Boston.
An engrossed resolve in favor of the Campello Co

operative Bank of Brockton (which originated in the 
House), passed and, with the above named bills, was laid 
before the Governor for his approval.

An engrossed bill establishing the salaries o f the Clerk 
of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representa
tives, (which originated in the Senate) being put upon its 
final passage, the vote thereon was taken by yeas and nays 
as follows, to w it : —

Y e a s . — Messrs. Bai-rus.
Gilm ore, H. H., 
Parker,
Thomas, 
W oodworth. — 1

Burt,
Liverm ore,
Randall,
Whitin,

3

Currier,
Norris,
Steele,
Whittier,

N a y s . — Messrs. Denny. 
Joyner, 
Root,

Gilm ore, O.
Loring,
Sanderson,

Hodges, 
Morrison, 
Sessions. —  9.

P a i r e d . — Messrs. Baldwin, Pillsbury. —  2.

A b s e n t . — Messrs. Andrew, 
Campbell, 
Mason, 
Reed, 
Thayer,

Bowley,
Cronin,
M cFarlin,
Sparhawk,
Trull,

Burden,
Galvin,
Randall, C. S., 
Stevens, 
Washburn.—  15

So the bill passed to be enacted, and was laid before 
the Governor for his approval.

An engrossed bill providing for the compensation of the 
members of the Legislature came from the House with the 
following endorsement : —

This bill having been returned by the Governor with 
his objections thereto, the House proceeded to consider

B il ls  enacted 
and to G o v 
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W a t e r  gas.

ie same, and the vote being taken on passing the bill 
notwithstanding said objections, it was carried in the 
affirmative, two-thirds of the members of the House pres
ent and voting thereon, having voted in the affirmative.

the Senate thereupon proceeded to reconsider said bill, 
and the question being taken on passing the same, the 
objections o f the Governor to the contrary notwithstand- 
mg, it was determined as follows, to w it: —

Y e a s . —  Messrs. Baldwin, Barrus,
Cronin, Currier,
Gilmore, H. H., Gilm ore, O., 
Joyner, Livermore,
Mason, Morrison,
Parker, Randall, P.,
Steele, Thomas,

N a y s .  —  Messrs. Denny, Pillsbury,
Sessions, Whitin,

P a i r e d .  —  Messrs. B ow ley, Burt,
Root, Sanderson,

A b s e n t . —  Messrs. Andrew, Campbell,
Stevens, Thayer,

Burden,
Galvin,
Hodges,
Loring,
Norris, 
Sparhawk, 
W oodw orth .— 21

Reed,
Whittier. —  6 .

Randall, C. S., 
T ru ll.—  6 .

McFarlin, 
Washburn. — 6 .

So the bill passed, two-thirds of the members present 
and voting thereon having voted in the affirmative.

The Orders o f the Day were taken up, and the Senate 
resumed the consideration o f the report o f the committee 
appointed to inquire whether any attempts have been 
made to improperly influence the action o f Senators on the 
bill to authorize the formation o f corporations for the 
manufacture and sale o f water gas for light and fuel.

Mr. Loring proposed certain amendments to the report, 
m the form of resolves, and the first, alleging that Charles 
F. Greenough had attempted to improperly influence the 
Hon. Charles Whittier, a member of the Senate, was con
sidered. The question on the adoption thereof was taken 
by yeas and nays as follows, to w it: __

Y e a s .  —  Messrs. Currier,
Randall, D.,

N a y s . —  Messrs. Baldwin, 
Burt, 
Galvin, 
Hodges, 
Parker, 
Sessions, 
Thomas,

Joyner.
Root,

Barrus,
Cronin,
Gilmore, H. H.,
Livermore,
Pillsbury,
Sparhawk,
Whitin,

Loring,
Sanderson. —  6 .

Burden,
Denny,
Gilm ore, O., 
Morrison,
Reed,
Steele,
Woodworth.—21



A b s e n t . —  Messrs. Andrew, B ow ley,
M ason, McFarlin,
Randall, C. S., Stevens, 
Trull, Washburn,

Campbell,
Norris,
Thayer, 
Whittier. — 12.

So the resolve was rejected. 
The question on the second resolve, alleging that a cer- W a t e r  gas. 

tain letter written by Hon. Jonathan Bourne to Hon. 
Howes Norris, was an attempt to improperly influence 
him in his action on the above named bill, was considered 
and said question was taken as follows, viz : —

Y e a s . —  Messrs. Currier, Loring, Randall, D. —  3.

N a y s . —  Messrs. Baldwin, Barrus, Burden,
Burt, Cronin, Denny,
Galvin, Gilm ore, H. IL, Gilm ore, O.,
H odges, Joyner, Liverm ore,
M orrison, Parker, Pillsbury,
Reed, Root, Sanderson,
Sessions, Sparhawk, Steele.
Thom as, Whitin, W oodw orth .— 24.

A b s e n t . —  Messrs. Andrew, B ow ley, Campbell,
Mason, M cFarlin, Norris,
Randall, C. S .,j Stevens, Thayer,
Trull, Washburn, Whittier. — 12.

So the resolve was rejected. 
The next resolve, alleging that Hon. Albert C. W ood- water gas. 

worth, in his attempt to change the votes or procure the 
absence o f Hon. John H. Morrison and Hon. Charles 
Whittier, on the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the above named bill was rejected, was an attempt improp
erly to influence the votes and action of these Senators, 
was considered, and the question on the adoption of the 
same was determined as follows, to w it: —

Y e a s . — Messrs. Currier,

N a y s . — Messrs. Baldwin, 
Burt, 
Galvin, 
H odges, 
M orrison, 
Randall, D., 
Sanderson, 
Steele,

Loring. —  2.

Barrus,
Cronin,
G ilm ore, H. H., 
Joyner,
Parker,
Reed,
Sessions, 
Thomas. —  23.

A b s e n t  o r  n o t  V o t i n g .
Messrs. Andrew, 

Mason, 
Randall, C. S., 
Trull, 
Whittier,

Bowley,
McFarlin,
Stevens, 
Washburn, 
W oodw orth —  14.

Burden, 
Dennv, 
Gilm ore, O., 
Livermore, 
Pillsbury,
R< >ot,
Sparhawk,

Cam pbell,
Norris,
Thayer,
Whitin,
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So the resolve was rejected and the report in relation to 
the subject was accepted.

The Orders of the Day were taken up.
The motion to suspend Rule No, 45 of the Senate in 

order to admit a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate refused to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
to authorize the formation o f corporations for the manu
facture and sale of water gras for light and fuel was re-o  o
jected, was withdrawn.

The Senate bill to require trustees to render yearly ac
counts was read twice under a suspension o f the rule and 
passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
The Senate bill in addition to an act to establish a re

formatory for male prisoners was read twice under a sus
pension o f the rule and passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
The Senate bill to authorize cities and towns to permit 

the use of public buildings by the Grand Army of the 
Republic was read twice under a suspension o f the rule 
and passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
The Senate bill to divide the city o f Lawrence into 

seven wards and for other purposes, was read a third time 
and referred to the next General Court.

The House resolves
In favor of the brothers o f the late James William 

Finan ;
In favor of the widow o f the late John Doherty of 

Boston; and
Confirming the acts o f Jerome H. Fiske as a justice of 

the peace, were severally read a third time and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence.

Mr. Thomas, on leave, introduced a bill to establish the 
salary o f the Governor o f the Commonwealth, and the 
same was read three times, amended and sent to the 
House for concurrence in the suspension o f the 1 2 tli Joint 
Rule.

Came up concurred.
Adjourned.



W e d n e s d a y , June 4 ,  1 8 8 4 .

Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Pillsbury was charged with a message to the Gov- Foreign corpo- 

ernor requesting the return to the Senate, o f the bill con-, 
cerning foreign corporations having a usual place of busi
ness in this Commonwealth.

Subsequently said bill was returned in compliance with ibid. 
the request, and the vote by which the bill passed to be 
enacted was reconsidered under a suspension of the rule, 
and the same was amended under a suspension of Rule 41, 
and sent to the House for concurrence in the amendment.

Came up concurred.
An engrossed resolve in favor of the widow of John 

Doherty came from the House amended by striking there
from the word “ w idow” and inserting in its place the 
word “  child,” and the Senate concurred in the amend
ment.

On motion o f Mr. Pillsbury, —
Resolved, That the Senate and House of Representa- ^P^Cod £h|P 

tives of Massachusetts earnestly recommend to the Con
gress of the United States, and especially to the Senators 
and Representatives therein, the Cape Cod Ship Canal 
now under process of construction, as a work o f great 
public importance, commercially and otherwise, and as 
worthy of co-operation and substantial assistance from the 
government of the United States.

Sent down for concurrence.
Came up concurred.

The Senate bill in addition to an act to establish a re- Reformatory for 
formatory for male prisoners, came up concurred with malc p116011'-"’- 
an amendment which was adopted in concurrence.

Papers from  the House.

A  bill in further addition to an act making appropria- Appropriations, 
tions for expenses authorized the present year and for 
other purposes, was read three times under a suspension 
of the rule and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.



A s s is ta n t 
C le r k s  o f  Senate 
an d  H o u se . 
S e rg ean t-at- 
A r m s .

P a y  R o ll.

A p p ro p r ia t io n s .

G o v e rn o r, 
s a la r y  of.

C o a l ta riff.

B iU s enacted 
and to G o v 
e rn o r.

Bills
Establishing the salaries of the Assistant Clerks o f the 

Senate and House of Representatives ; and
Establishing the salary of the Sergeant-at-Arms, having 

been previously introduced under a suspension of the 12th 
Joint Rule, were read three times under a suspension of 
the rule and passed to be engrossed in concurrence.

On motion o f Mr. Thomas, —
Ordered, That the Clerk make up the pay roll of the 

Senate for the present session; and subsequently the 
Clerk reported the same. Thereupon,

On motion o f Mr. O. Gilmore o f the Third Middlesex 
District, —

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid from the trea
sury o f the Commonwealth to the several Senators whose 
names are borne upon the accompanying roll the sums set 
against their respective names, amounting in the aggregate, 
to twenty-six thousand nine hundred and seventy-six dol
lars, for attendance and mileage during the present ses
sion o f the General Court.

A bill making appropriations for the salaries of the 
Clerks and Assistant Clerks o f the Senate and House of 
Representatives and Sergeant-at-Arms, was read three 
times under a suspension o f the rule and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence.

The Senate bill to establish the salary o f the Governor 
o f the Commonwealth, was passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
Came up concurred.

Mr. Joyner offered an order for the appointment of a 
special committee to consist o f three members o f the 
Senate, to sit during the recess and report to the next 
Legislature what, if any, discrimination has been made 
by any railroad company in its coal or other freight tariff 
since the passage ot the act o f 1882 prohibiting such dis
crimination.

And the order being considered was rejected.
The following engrossed bills (the first two of which 

originated in the Senate) passed to be enacted, to w it: —
l o  establish the salary of the Governor o f the Com

monwealth.



In addition to an act to establish a reformatory for male 
prisoners.

Establishing the salary o f the Assistant Clerks o f the 
Senate and House o f Representatives.

Concerning foreign corporations having a usual place o f 
business in this Commonwealth.

In further addition to an act making appropriations for 
expenses authorized the present year and for other pur
poses.

Making appropriations for the salaries of the Clerks and 
Assistant Clerks of the Senate and House o f Representa
tives, and the Sergeant-at-Arms.

The following engrossed resolves (all o f which orig- Resolves passed 
inated in the House) passed and, with the above named Gov' 
bills, were laid before the Governor for his approval, to 
w it: —

Providing for repairs and improvements in the State 
House and at the Commonwealth Building.

In favor o f the brothers of the late James William 
Finan.

In favor of the child o f the late John Doherty.

On motion o f Mr. Pillsbury, -—
Ordered, That the Senate tenders its sympathies to its senators 

members, Senators McFarlin of Plymouth, Washburn o f Washburn and 
Worcester and Bowley o f Essex, whose enforced absence Bowley- 
has been a source of sincere regret to their brethren of 
the Senate, with cordial wishes for their speedy restora
tion to health.

Notice was received from the House that the
Senate bills
To require trustees to render yearly accounts ; and Bills rejected by
m  i  • • • i  J J ’ H o u se , etc.i o  authorize cities and towns to permit the use ot 

public buildings by the Grand Army o f the Republic, had 
been referred to the next General Court.

Also that the following Senate bills had been rejected 
by the House : —

To prevent the transfer o f taxes assessed on or on ac
count o f mortgage sales.

Concerning the coal tariff o f the Boston and Albany 
Railroad Company.

In relation to the foreclosure and redemption o f mort
gages.



P re sid e n t, 
th a n ks to.

C le r k ,  th a n ks 
to.

A ss is ta n t  C le r k , 
th a n k s  to.

Relating to the planting and the care of trees in the 
highways.

Relating to the fees for certain licenses to sell intoxi
cating liquors.

In relation to watchmen and fire escapes in apartment 
houses known as private hotels.

For the protection and preservation of certain birds.
Concerning the employment of children. Also
Cert ain resolutions in relation to foreign immigration • 

and
A  resolve in favor o f Walter Shanly.
Also of the rejection o f the following
House bills
In relation to the salary of the Secretary o f the Board 

of Commissioners of Prisons (on the Report of the Board 
of Prison Commissioners) ;

Relating to the labor o f prisoners in the state prison.
Also, that the petition of James G. Freeman and others 

had been referred to the next General Court.

Mr. Baldwin offered the following resolve (Mr. Liver
more in the chair) : —

Resolved, That the members o f the Senate acknowledge 
the able, prompt, dignified and impartial manner in which 
the Hon. George A . Bruce has presided over the Senate 
during the present session.

The resolve being advocated by Messrs. Baldwin, 
Loring, Galvin, Parker, Pillsbury, Currier, Sessions and 
Barrus, was unanimously adopted.

The President resuming the chair, replied in an elo
quent and feeling manner, thanking the members o f the 
Senate for their courtesy and kindness to him during the 
session.

On motion of Mr. T ru ll,—
Resolved, That the thanks o f the Senate are presented 

to the Hon. Stephen N. Gilford in recognition o f his able, 
faithful and valuable services as Clerk o f the Senate.

On motion o f Mr. Steele, —
Resolved, That the thanks o f the Senate are due to Mr. 

E. Herbert Clapp, Assistant Clerk of the Senate, for his 
faithful performance o f his duty and for his .courteous 
attention to the members o f the Senate.



On motion o f Mr. Thomas, —
Resolved, That the members o f the Senate acknowledge chapMn, 

the acceptable services o f its worthy chaplain, the Rev. 1 8
Edmund Dowse ; his devout spirit has endeared him to us 
alike as a Christian and a friend.

On motion o f Mr. Root, —
Resolved, That the thanks o f the Senate are due to sergeant-at. 

Captain O. F. Mitchell, Sergeant-at-Arms, and his assist- thJUks10, 
ants, for the prompt and acceptable manner in which their 
duties have been performed during the session.

On motion o f Mr. Loring, —
Ordered, That a committee o f three on the part o f the P ro ro g a tio n . 

Senate, with such as the House may join, be appointed to 
wait on His Excellency the Governor and inform him that 
the two branches o f the Legislature have disposed o f all 
the public business which has been brought before them, 
and to request him, with the advice and consent of the 
Council, to prorogue them to the Tuesday next preceding 
the first Wednesday of January next; and Messrs.
Loring, Steele and David Randall were appointed the 
committee on the part o f the Senate.

Sent down to be joined.
Came up, and Messrs. Coffin o f Boston, Cowdry of 

Stoneham, Cutler of Brimfield, Weston o f Newton,
Bradlee of Milton, Randall of Boston and Roads of 
Marblehead are joined.

Mr. Loring from the above-named committee, reported 
that they had attended to the duty assigned them, and the 
Governor was pleased to say that he congratulated the 
two branches o f the Legislature upon the conclusion of 
their labors and wished the members a safe return to their 
homes. The Governor was further pleased to say he would 
communicate forthwith with the two houses through the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

At fifteen minutes past eight o’clock p . m . the Secretary 
came in and announced that the Governor had approved 
during the session three hundred and thirty-three bills 
and eighty-one resolves, and that he had returned to the 
house in which they severally originated, three bills with 
his objections thereto.

The Secretary further informed the Senate that he had 
been directed by the Governor to inform the Senate that,



in compliance with the request of the two branches and 
with the consent of the Council, it was his pleasure to 
prorogue the General Court to the Tuesday next preced
ing the first Wednesday in January next.

And the General Court was prorogued accordingly.

Attest:

STEPHEN N. GIFFORD,
Clerk of the Senate.


