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WINTHROP — The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) today hosted a

ribbon cutting event to celebrate improvements made to Winthrop Shore Drive in the

Town of Winthrop. The $16.5 million project, headed by the DCR, significantly improved

the usability and stability of the roadway. Additionally, the project increases the climate

change resiliency and adaptability of the shore line, surrounding lands, and

neighborhoods. The completion of the project comes nine months ahead of schedule, and

concludes the third and final phase of agency improvements made to the Winthrop Beach

region.

“The Winthrop Shore Drive Improvements project has been a major undertaking that the

DCR is proud to complete months ahead of schedule,” said Department of Conservation

and Recreation Commissioner Leo Roy. “Massachusetts and the state’s coastal

infrastructure is on the frontlines of climate change, and the Baker-Polito Administration

remains committed to developing our shoreline’s resiliency and adaptability.”



“This project is a result of the partnership among municipal and state officials to make our

Commonwealth’s shared open spaces more accessible, better equipped to serve the

public, and more resilient to the effects of climate change,” said House Speaker Robert A.

DeLeo (D-Winthrop). “Our coastline is one of Massachusetts’ most valuable resources as it

is a precious ecosystem, a place for the community to gather, a tourist attraction, and an

engine for our local economies. I’m thrilled to celebrate this significant infrastructure

project in Winthrop.”

The scope of the project includes:

The reconstruction of the roadway and updated crosswalks;

New enlarged sidewalks with handicap accessible entrances;

Improved drainage and storm water management – new universal infiltration system

ties all drains along the beach together;

Additional ocean side lighting ;

New seawall railing and seawall repairs;

New park that highlights the history of the narrow gauge railway;

New rinse stations;

New benches, tables and seating area and water fountains; 

New bike racks;

New and repaired catch basins; and,

New central water main that serves the entire neighborhood.

“Winthrop’s shore line is one of our community’s most valuable resources. This $16.5

million project at Winthrop Shore Drive continues to make an important investment that

improves the quality of life of its visitors and residents alike. Further, this money is

intentional about restoring and redeveloping the Commonwealth’s costal infrastructure

and preparing our state for the effects of climate change,” said State Senator Joseph

Boncore (D-Winthrop).



“Climate change is the biggest issue that we face as a region and Winthrop is acutely

aware of its impact. The Shore Drive improvements are much needed and show how the

Commonwealth can lead the way in protecting our precious coastlines. We thank the

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, DCR Commissioner, Speaker, and Senator for their

efforts,” said Winthrop Town Manager Austin Faison.

Prior to the parkway reconstruction project, the asphalt on Winthrop Shore Drive was in

need of repair. The pavement was damaged by wave-driven debris, which resulted in

sand, gravel, debris, and large stone deposits on Winthrop Shore Drive. In addition, storm

damage over the years washed out sections of the roadway, including its subbase. Storms

also collapsed portions of the catch basins and sections of seawall. 

The Winthrop Shore Drive Improvement Project began in the 1980’s when the Winthrop

Beach Restoration Program came to be through the “Plan for the future of Boston Harbor

Beaches”. After decades of Boston Harbor water quality improvement efforts

spearheaded by the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) and the joint

MWRA, DCR commission on the future of the Boston Harbor beaches, the regions

shorelines have seen a significant turnaround.
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DCR manages state parks and oversees more than 450,000 acres throughout

Massachusetts. It protects, promotes, and enhances the state’s natural, cultural,

and recreational resources.
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