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L o rd ’s D a y ,— 
o b se rv an ce .

C om m ittee  o f 
c o n fe re n ce .

Id .

The Clerk reported the p a y -ro ll; and it was there­
upon, on motion of the same Senator, —

Ordered, That there be allowed and paid from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to the several Senators 
whose names are borne upon the accom panying roll, the 
sums set against their respective names am ounting in the 
aggregate to th irty  thousand seven hundred and fifty 
dollars, for attendance at the present session of the Gen­
eral Court.

P a p e r s  fr o m  t h e  H o u s e .

The Senate Bill relative to the observance of the L ord’s 
Day (Senate, No. 367), came up, passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence, with amendments in section 1, line 8, 
section 2, line 9, and section 3, line 7, respectively, in­
serting after the word “  entertainm ent,” in each instance, 
the words ‘ ‘ duly licensed, if a license is authorized by 
the provisions of section one hundred and seventy-two of 
chapter one hundred and two of the Revised Law s.”

On motion of Mr. Dana, the rule was suspended and 
the amendments were considered forthw ith. The Senate 
non-concurred in the adoption of the amendments and, 
on motion of M r. Peters, asked for a committee of con­
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two branches. 
Messrs. Dana, Clark and Peters were appointed the com­
m ittee on the part of the Senate.

Sent down for concurrence.
Subsequently, the bill came up with the endorsement 

that the House had insisted on its amendments and had 
concurred in the appointm ent of a com m ittee of confer­
en ce ; and that Messrs. Lowell of N ew ton, Giddings of 
Great Barrington and Peabodj^ of Cambridge, had been 
joined.

Subsequently, Mr. Dana, for the committee of confer­
ence, reported, recom m ending that the House recede 
from its amendments in sections 1, 2 and 3 ; and th a t the 
bill be amended by inserting after section 3, the follow­
ing new section : “  Section 4 . Section one hundred and 
seventy-two of chapter one hundred and two of the Re­
vised Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end 
thereof the Avords : — ‘ and no such exhibition, show or 
amusement m entioned in said section, except a concert of 
sacred music or a free open air concert given by a city  or



town upon a common, public park, street or square, shall 
be given w ithout such license,’ — so as to  road as fol­
lows : —  ‘ Section 172 . The m ayor and aldermen of a city 
or the selectmen of a town m ay, except as provided in 
section forty-six of chapter one hundred and six, grant a 
license for theatrical exhibitions, public shows, public 
amusements and exhibitions of every description to which 
admission is obtained upon paym ent of m oney or upon the 
delivery of any valuable thing, or by  a ticket or voucher 
obtained for money or any valuable thing, upon such 
terms and conditions as they  deem reasonable, and they 
may revoke or suspend such license at their pleasure ; but 
they shall not g ran t a license for any such theatrical ex­
hibitions, public shows, public amusements or exhibitions 
of any description w hatever to be held upon the L ord’s 
Day, except for those named in section five of chapter 
ninety-eight, and no such exhibition, show or amusement 
mentioned in said section, except a concert of sacred 
music or a free open air concert given by a city or town 
upon a common, public park, street or square, shall be 
given w ithout such license.’”

The report was read and accepted, under a suspension 
of the rule, moved by M r. Dana.

Sent down for concurrence.

A B ill in further addition to  an act m aking appropria- A p p ro p r ia ­

tions for sundry miscellaneous expenses authorized during u b' 
the present year, and for certain other expenses authorized 
by law (House, No. 1444), was read. On motion of Mr.
Craig, the rules were suspended and the b ill was read a 
second time and a third time and passed to be engrossed, 
in concurrence.

Engrossed B ill  Am ended.
An engrossed Bill to authorize the town of A thol to Engrossed 

compensate certain persons for damages sustained by them  oi A th o i ." 1’ 

(which originated in the House) (see Senate, No. 3(18), 
was pu t upon its final passage.

On motion of Mr. Dana, Senate Rule No. 49 was sus­
pended, and the bill was amended in section 1, as printed, 
by striking out, in lines 2 and 4, respectively, the word 
“ the,” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, 
the word “ a ;  ” and by strik ing out, in lines 2 and 4, re-



B ills  e n a c ted  
a n d  la id  b e fo re  
th e  G o v ern o r.

C o m m itm en ts  
o f in s a n e  
p erso n s .

spectively, the word “  of,” and inserting in place thereof, 
in each instance, the words “  not exceeding.”

Sent down for concurrence in the amendments.

B ills  Enacted.
The following engrossed bills (the first of which origi­

nated in the Senate) were severally passed to be enacted, 
and were signed and laid before the Governor for his ap­
probation, to w i t : —

Relative to the observance of the L ord’s D a y ;
To establish the salaries of the justices, clerks and as­

sistant clerks of certain police, d istrict and municipal 
courts ;

To establish the salaries of registers of deeds and as­
sistant registers of deeds;

To establish the salaries of the judges, registers and 
assistant registers of probate ;

To authorize the town of A thol to  compensate certain 
persons for damages sustained by them  ;

To authorize the town of Revere to supply itself with 
w a te r ;

Relative to commitments of insane persons and to the 
fees received therefor ; and

In further addition to an act m aking appropriations for 
sundry miscellaneous expenses authorized during the 
present year, and for certain other expenses authorized 
by law.

Orders o f  the D ay.
The Orders of the D ay were taken up.
The House B ill relative to commitments of insane per­

sons and to the fees received therefor (H ouse, N o. 1406, 
am ended), A vas considered, the question being on ordering 
it to a third reading.

On motion of M r. Craig, the bill was amended by 
striking out the new section 4, inserted by am endm ent by 
the H ouse. The bill, as amended, A vas then ordered to  a 
th ird  reading.

O n m otion of M r. D ana, the  ru les Avere suspended  and 
the b ill was read  a th ird  tim e and  passed to  be engrossed, 
in concurrence, A v ith  th e  am endm ent, w hich Avas sen t 
doAvn for concurrence.



P a p e r  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e .

B il l  R eturned by H is  Excellency the Governor.
The engrossed Bill to provide for the paym ent of 

bounties to certain veterans of the civil war (see H ouse, 
No. 1324, — which, on Ju n e  6, had been laid before His 
Excellency the Governor for his approbation), came up, 
the same having been returned by His Excellency to the 
H o u se ,— the branch in which it originated, — w ith his 
objections thereto in w riting, and having been passed by 
that branch, notw ithstanding the said objections.

The message was as follows : —

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o p  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 
E x e c u t i v e  D e p a r t m e n t , B o s t o n , June 9, 1904.

The Honorable Senate ancl House o f  R epresen ta tives:

I re tu rn  herewith, with m y objections thereto in w rit­
ing, an act entitled “  An Act to  provide for the Paym ent 
of Bounties to  Certain Veterans o f th e  Civil W ar.”

This bill proposes to  pay a bounty from the treasury  of 
the Commonwealth of $125 to  every veteran of the civil 
war now living, not being a conscript or substitute, who 
served in the arm y or navy of the U nited States to the 
credit of Massachusetts during the civil war and who was 
honorably discharged from such service, provided th a t he 
has not received a bounty from any city  or town, or from 
the Commonwealth for such service. To carrj^ out the 
provisions of this bill it is provided th a t there may be 
issued bonds not exceeding $350,000 in amount.

This legislation is not proposed on the ground that 
Massachusetts has failed to deal generously w ith the men 
who fought under her banner in the civil war. She has 
paid in bounties $17,871,000, and to the soldiers and 
those dependent upon them  she has paid for State aid, 
m ilitary aid and similar purposes, to  January  first of the 
present year, the sum of $29,183,.793.97. A  careful 
investigation by a disinterested authority  has shown that 
Massachusetts has paid out more for her soldiers since 
the beginning of the civil war than all the re s t of the 
states of the Union combined. This does not relieve her 
from the full discharge of her duty , but it is indicative 
that she has not been unmindful of it.

N otw ithstanding the m any statutes that have been

V eto  m essag e  
fro m  th e  
G o v e rn o r ,— 
B ill to  p ro v id e  
fo r  th e  p a y ­
m e n t o f 
b o u n tie s  to  c e r ­
ta in  v e te ra n s  
o f  th e  c iv il 
w a r .



passed in this State in recognition of soldiers’ claims, 
there is absolutely no precedent for such as this. There 
have been acts providing for the paym ent of bounties in 
recent years, and one, affecting an individual case, in the 
present year, but thej^ have in each case authorized the 
paym ent of a bounty which was promised at the time of 
enlistment, and which for one reason or another had not 
been paid. This bill is not based upon any promise what­
soever. I t  is not alleged that there are any unfulfilled 
contracts to be kept, w hether legal or moral. The only 
reason tha t can be advanced in its favor is tha t the State 
should have treated all its soldiers alike, and therefore if 
one was paid a bounty, all should be paid a bounty. 
This legislation therefore inaugurates a new policy based 
on a reason never recognized as sound by your prede­
cessors in the General Court during the nearly forty 
years that have elapsed since the war. Being a new 
policy, before the S tate is irretrievably  committed to it, 
there should be considered not alone the immediate re­
sult, the issuing of bonds for $350,000, but the ultimate 
consequence of the further legislation that m ust follow if 
the State is to  be consistent.

F irst. The records of cities and of towns as to the 
bounties paid by them are incomplete and en tirely  unre­
liable. I t  is impossible therefore for accurate informa­
tion as to the number of men affected by  this bill to be 
obtained. But the facts that are known indicate that the 
number will be much larger than can be paid a bounty 
out of the money provided for by this act. Therefore 
subsequent legislatures will be called upon to pass further 
acts, in the aggregate probably calling for several hundred 
thousand dollars.

Second. This bill is lim ited to the paym ent to those 
who are now living. But why this lim itation? I f  there 
was, or is any obligation on the part of the State to pay 
all its soldiers a bounty because some have been paid a 
bounty, then why should not the bounty  be paid not only 
to  the living, but also to the representatives of those who 
have died? Those certainly did no less for their country, 
and it is to be presumed that in many instances their death 
was the occasion of hardship and want to those dependent 
upon them. W hy should this bill in its alleged desire to 
equalize m atters overlook the equal claims of widows and 
children? To be consistent therefore this legislation



m ust be followed by a bill to pay an equal am ount to the 
representatives of those who have died.

Third. A  man who has received any bounty whatso­
ever is not entitled to receive the $125 under this bill. 
And y e t there were some who received a bounty of less 
than $30. W hy should not these men be entitled to re­
ceive the difference between the $30 and the $125? The 
consistent answer to this question will lead to s till further 
legislation.

Fourth . I t  being established as a policy that because 
under certain exigencies, a t certain periods of the war, 
bounties were paid, tha t therefore they should be paid 
to those who enlisted a t other periods, it  follows with 
equal force that the State must not only pay bounties to 
all, bu t equal bounties to all. Cities and towns promised 
bounties ranging as high as $500 per man. The S tate i t­
self paid bounties in different amounts at different periods, 
and a large number were paid under chapter 254, of the 
Acts of the year 1863, which provided for a bount}^ of 
$325. E very consideration tha t can possibly bind us to 
the paym ent of $125 per man, as provided for in this bill, 
w ith equal force necessitates our paym ent of $325 per 
man, the amount actually paid by the S tate during a con­
siderable portion of the war. M assachusetts sent 160,000 
men into the arm y and navy. I t  would take at $325 per 
man, $52,000,000 to pay them bounties. W hile we have 
no complete record as to who have received bounties and 
who have not, we do know that the to tal bounties paid 
by the State are a little  less than $18,000,000, and, there­
fore, we m ust provide the difference between $18,000,000 
and $52,000,000, or, $34,000,000, to carry out the policy 
involved in this legislation to its logical conclusion.

F ifth . I f  we arc to establish the principle that a 
bounty should be paid to every man who has borne arms 
in defence of the State irrespective of his term  of service 
and of the exigencies of the nation, then it seems to  me 
we m ust logically not only provide the am ount necessary 
for the veterans of the civil war, bu t also for the veter­
ans of the Spanish war, which will involve several m il­
lions more. These are the logical resu lts of the policy 
that would be established by this legislation.

A part from the financial questions involved, the bill 
seems to me to be absolutely wrong in principle. I t  is 
based neither on an express nor an implied, neither on a



legal nor a moral promise of the State, nor on the needs 
of those who are to  receive benefits under it. I cannot 
affix my signature to legislation that would thus involve 
the State, nor do I  believe tha t the noble men in whose 
interests it is urged desire it. E ar wiser, far better, is the 
policy constantly being pursued in this Com m onw ealth,— 
one tha t does not give gratuities, one that does not under­
value patriotism  by talking of compensation for the risk  
of death and the sacrifice of blood, •— a policy tha t recog­
nizes that for the volunteer soldier’s service there is no 
equivalent in silver or gold, but that the sacredness of his 
service is best recognized by a grateful people by minis­
tering  to him according to  his needs, not in charity , but 
in love. Such is the long established policy of the State. 
U nder it there is expended nearly $1,000,000 each year 
from the State treasury  to  guard the soldier in ill-health 
and in old age and to relieve him from w ant. I f  this 
sum be not large enough, increase it to w hatever extent 
m ay be necessary to supply all reasonable comforts.

The message (H ouse, No. 1443) having been read, the 
Senate proceeded to reconsider the bill, in accordance 
w ith the provisions of the Constitution ; and the question 
on passing the bill, the objections of H is Excellency the 
Governor to the contrary notw ithstanding, was determined 
by a call of the yeas and nays, as provided by the Con­
stitution , as follows, to w i t : —

J o h n  L. B a t e s .

Y e a s .

M essrs. B rack e tt, A lb ert A. 
B ullock, W illiam  J .  
Chace, F ra n k  M. 
C ham berlain , A lvin B.

M essrs. Iveyes, L oren  P.
K im b all, M oody 
L ane , D aniel W . 
M aclnn is, W illiam  II. 
M clsaac, D aniel V. 
M cK inley, Ja m e s  H. 
N ew ell, H e rb e rt 
N ye, W illiam  A.
P ra tt, D avid G.
R ounds, W illiam  J .  
Sam pson, H enry  F. 
S u llivan , C h arles S. — 25.

C lark , C h ester W. 
Cole, Sam uel
C raig , W illiam  F. 
F itzg e ra ld , H e n ry  S. 
F ly n n , Jo sep h  J .  
G artland , Jo h n  J .,  J r .
H arv e ll, E lish a  T. 
H eath , F ran k  M. 
H ow , C arle ton  F.

N a y s .

M essrs. Bem is, A lbion F. M essrs. M unroe , Jo h n  P.
D ana, W illiam  F. 
Goff, G eorge N. 
Jo n e s , G eorge It.

O sgood, E d w ard  L. 
W allace, G eorge R. 
W oods, Jo h n  M. —  8



P a i r e d .
Y e a s . N a y s .

M essrs. C a llender, E dw ard  B. M essrs. A pp le ton , F ran c is  H. (p re sen t) .
Gove, O tis M. P e ters , A ndrew  J .  (p re sen t) .
L eahy , D avid D. D illon , T hom as .J, (p re se n t) .  — 6 .

A b s e n t  o r  N o t  V o t i n g .

M r. A. D ud ley  B ag ley . — 1 .

So the bill was passed by the Senate, notw ithstanding 
the objections of His Excellency the  Governor, tw o-thirds 
of the members present having approved the bill.

The bill was sent to the Secretary of the Common­
wealth endorsed accordingly.

Special Committees.
The P residen t announced that Messrs. P ra tt and M unroc Louisiana 

had been appointed on the part of the Senate to assist in E x p o S n .  

representing the Commonwealth at the Louisiana P u r­
chase Exposition.

Subsequently, notice was received from the House that 
Messrs. Newton of E verett, Vinson of Boston, Cole of 
Andover, Aylward o f Cambridge and Seward of W ater­
town had been appointed on the part of the House.

The P resident also announced that Messrs. A ppleton, N atio n a l 

Rounds, B rackett, M aclnnis and F lynn  had been ap- oAheTaud 
pointed on the part of the Senate to  assist in represent- R™/bnc'tho 
ing the Commonwealth a t the N ational Encam pment of ^  ’ 
the G rand A rm y of the Republic.

Subsequently, notice was received from the House that 
Messrs. H ayes of Lowell, Nowell of Reading, G oulding 
of Peabody, S taples of Fram ingham , Nason of E verett,
Davis of Salem, Brigham  of M arlborough, S kerre tt of 
W orcester, M oseley of W estfield, Vinal of Somerville, 
D rinkw ater of Braintree, G iddings of G reat B arrington,
W arren of Newton, Freem an of Quincy and Seiberlich of 
Boston had been appointed on the part of the House.

Prorogation.
On motion of Mr. A ppleton, —
Ordered, That a com m ittee, to consist of th ree on the rroroSation. 

part of the Senate, and such members as the House may 
jo in , be appointed to wait upon H is Excellency the Gov-



ernor and inform him that the two branches of the General 
Court have disposed of all the public business which has 
been brought before them, and to request him, w ith the 
advice and consent of the Council, to prorogue them to 
the Tuesday next preceding the first W ednesday of Janu­
ary next.

Messrs. Appleton, Sampson and M aclnnis were ap­
pointed the said com m ittee on the part of the Senate.

Sent down for concurrence.
Came up, adopted, in concurrence, and Messrs. Taft of 

W orcester, P arker of Springfield, Luce of Somerville, 
D eitrick  of Cambridge, Garfield of Brockton, Burns of 
P ittsfield, Quinn of Boston and Stevens of Somerville 
were joined.

Subsequently, M r. A ppleton, for the above-named com­
m ittee, reported that they had attended to their duties 
and that His Excellency the G overnor had been pleased 
to say that he congratulated the two branches of the Gen­
eral Court upon the completion of the business intrusted 
to them, and that he would communicate with each branch 
through the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

A t fifteen minutes before ten o’clock p .m. the Secre­
ta ry  of the Commonwealth entered the Senate chamber 
and announced that H is Excellency the G overnor had 
signed 460 bills and 110 resolves and th a t he had returned 
15 bills with his objections thereto in writing. The Secre­
tary  further announced that he was directed by H is Ex­
cellency to inform the Senate that, in compliance with 
the request of the two branches, and with the advice of the 
Council, it was his pleasure to prorogue the General Court 
until the Tuesday next preceding the first W ednesday of 
January  next.

A nd the General Court was prorogued accordingly.
A t te s t :

H E N R Y  D. CO O LID G E,
Clerk o f  the Senate.


