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SHARON — Today, Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito joined Sharon Selectmen Chairman

William Heitin and other local and state officials to announce a $1 million MassWorks

Infrastructure Program grant to reconstruct South Main Street.

The MassWorks project will rework two-thirds of the town’s main artery to facilitate growth

in Sharon’s mixed-use development zone. Improvements include road widening, drainage

upgrades and the addition of sidewalks and signals for greater pedestrian safety.

The project will also lay the groundwork for planned residential and mixed-use

construction. The Sharon Gallery, a 750,000 square-foot, mixed-use development, and

Sharon Residences, a 192-unit rental project, are both supported by the MassWorks

project. Together, the projects will contain up to 505 housing units – including subsidized



and assisted living – and will trigger a $125 million in private investment and generate

more than 500 new jobs.

“Our Administration is committed to investing in programs like MassWorks that support

local infrastructure and play a critical role in strengthening businesses and the

communities that surround them,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “MassWorks is one of this

Administration’s many initiatives that enable local communities to tap into private

investment and accelerate local economic growth across the Commonwealth.”   

“I am excited to be in Sharon to award $1 million in MassWorks funding to reconfigure

South Main Street and support development in the area,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.

“Governor Baker and I are pleased to continue to make the investments in the public

infrastructure our cities and towns need to create sustainable growth.”

“Through the flexibility of MassWorks, we have been able to drive over two million square

feet of new commercial space, made possible by listening to individual communities’

needs and by responding with individualized programs that benefit many stakeholders,

such as this project in Sharon, which strengthens the town infrastructure and supports

residential housing and commercial development,” said Housing and Economic

Development Secretary Jay Ash.  “Our office saw another competitive round of

MassWorks for 2018 and we are happy to keep the momentum going across the

Commonwealth in the year ahead.”

“On behalf of the Town of Sharon, we are very excited and appreciative to receive this

MassWorks grant. These funds will provide a spark to accelerate the groundbreaking of

Sharon Gallery – an impressive mixed-use development that will provide hotel and retail

space and add affordable housing units,” said Selectboard Chairman William A. Heitin. 

“The project will generate significant construction jobs and create employment

opportunities for hotel and retail workers, as well as produce additional commercial tax

revenue.  I would like to thank Governor Charlie Baker, Lieutenant Governor Karen Polito,

and Housing and Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash who spent a considerable

amount of time understanding the importance of this project for the Town of Sharon.”

“The awarding of this MassWorks infrastructure grant is a major step toward the realization

of significant housing and commercial development in the community,” said Senator Paul



R. Feeney. “I applaud the Baker Administration, Secretary Ash and local officials for

working diligently to increase economic development, housing and job opportunities in

Sharon. This will benefit the community and our region for generations to come.”

“The Town of Sharon has worked diligently to improve the downtown area for

homeowners, local businesses, and pedestrians alike,” said Senator Walter F. Timilty.  “The

success of this grant application is proof of the town’s diligence in pursuing new housing

and commercial development opportunities that will benefit the entire community. I

would like to thank and congratulate Governor Baker, Lieutenant Governor Polito and the

entire Baker Administration for the success of the MassWorks program which this year

alone has helped create jobs, economic growth and affordable housing in 37 communities

across Massachusetts."

“This development has been in the works for many years, so I’m grateful that the

Administration, through Lieutenant Governor Polito and Secretary Ash’s leadership, has

recognized the positive potential impact of this project and have made such a significant

commitment to upgrading the interstate’s off-ramps and surrounding roadways,” said

Representative Lou Kafka. “This way, people will be able to easily access the development

without creating overly burdensome traffic in the area.”

Since 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration has awarded close to $275 million in

MassWorks grants to support 138 projects in 106 communities. MassWorks funding has

been critical to the addition of over 2 million square feet of commercial/retail space,

approximately 10,000 full and part time jobs, more than 7,000 immediate housing units,

at least 7,000 square feet of new public space and 1,200 new hotel rooms.

Through the 2018 MassWorks round, the Administration will award more than $82 million

in new grants for 40 projects that intend to leverage $2.9 billion in private investment, and

drive an anticipated 4,000 units of new housing and more than 9,000 full time jobs. 37

communities across the Commonwealth will benefit from this round’s investments.

Governor Baker signed economic development legislation in August that includes

substantial new funding for municipalities, including another $250 million for MassWorks

awards. The legislation builds on the Baker-Polito Administration’s work to partner with

communities to catalyze economic development and create new opportunities for



residents across the Commonwealth, including the 2016 Job Creation and Workforce

Development act(/news/governor-baker-signs-economic-development-legislation), which authorized

$1 billion to support economic development efforts across the state, including $500

million authorization for MassWorks Infrastructure Program, enhanced tools and the

introduction of new strategies for job-readiness efforts.

Learn more about MassWorks at mass.gov(/service-details/massworks-2018-round-opens).
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