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Reports of Committees.

By Mr. Scaccia of Boston, for the committee on Rules and the
committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently, that
Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the following petitions:

Petition (accompanied by bill) of Patricia A. Walrath and Robert A.
Antonioni for legislation to require employers to notify employees
who are ineligible for unemployment benefits. To the committee on
Commerce and Labor.

Petition (accompanied by bill) of J. Michael Ruane and another
relative to the penalties for operating a motor vehicle after suspen-
sion or revocation of a license. To the committee on Criminal Justice.

Petition (accompanied by bill) of Geoffrey D. Hall relative to the
retirement allowance of Doris M. Hanigan, the widow of Francis
Owen Hanigan, a former police chief of the town of Littleton. To the
committee on Public Service.

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Ruane of Salem,
the reports were considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 then was sus-
pended, in each instance. Severally sent to the Senate for concurrence.

By Mrs. Simmons of Leominster, for the committee on Counties,
on a petition, a Resolve providing for an investigation and study
by a special commission on county agricultural schools (House,
No. 1148, changed in lines 12 and 13 by striking out the words “thir-
tieth day of November, nineteen hundred and ninety-seven” and
inserting in place thereof the following: “January 1, 2000"). Read;
and referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of the
two branches, acting concurrently.

Subsequently Mr. Scaccia of Boston, for said committees, reported
asking to be discharged from further consideration of said resolve;
and recommending that the same be referred to the House committee
on Rules. Under Rule 42, the report was considered forthwith; and it
was accepted.

By Mr. Casey of Winchester, for the committee on Public Service,
on a petition, a Bill concerning retiree health care benefits fund
(House, No. 1632). Read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the com-
mittee on Counties on the part of the House.

By Mr. Cahill of Beverly, for the committee on Human Services
and Elderly Affairs, on House, No. 797, a Bill relative to emergency
aid for elderly and disabled residents of the Commonwealth (House,
No. 4214).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House,
Nos. 1555, 1563, 2349 and 2899, a Bill increasing the amount of
money allowed for certain burial expenses (House, No. 4215).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House,
No. 3083, a Bill to reform the civil commitment process for persons
with mental illness (House, No. 4216) [Senator Magnani, and Repre-
sentatives Khan of Newton, Sullivan of Fall River and Pope of Way-
land, dissenting].
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By Mr. Casey of Winchester, for the committee on Public Service,
on a petition, a Bill further amending the consolidation act (House,
No. 2786).

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on
Ways and Means.

Emergency Measure.

The engrossed Bill allowing certain municipal employees to serve
as city councillors (see House, No. 3719, amended), having been
certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final pas-
sage, was considered, the question being on adopting the emergency
preamble.

A separate vote was taken, as required by the provisions of
Article XLVIII (as amended by Article LXVII) of the Amendments
1o the Constitution; and the preamble was adopted, by a vote of 35
to 2. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Subsequently, the Senate having concurred in adoption of the
emergency preamble, the bill (which originated in the House) was
passed to be enacted; and it was signed by the acting Speaker and
sent to the Senate.

Engrossed Bills.

The engrossed Bill extending the date for a special election in the
town of Longmeadow (see House bill printed in House, No. 4131)
(which originated in the House), having been certified by the Clerk
to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage, was passed to be
enacted (more than two-thirds of the members having agreed to pass
the same); and it was signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

The engrossed Bill relative to the charter of the town of Walpole
(see Senate, No. 956) (which originated in the Senate), having been
certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final pas-
sage, was passed to be enacted; and it was signed by the Speaker
and sent to the Senate.

Orders of the Day.

The Senate Bill authorizing the Rockland Sewer Commission to
en:jer into a contract for the disposal of sewage (Senate, No. 1717);
an

The House Bill establishing a sick leave bank for a certain
employee of the Trial Court of the Commonwealth (House, No. 4202);

Severally were read a second time; and they were ordered to a
third reading.

The House report of the committee on Criminal Justice, ought
NOT to pass, on a message from His Excellency the Governor rec-
ommending legislation relative to reinstituting the death penalty in
the Commonwealth (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3963) was
considered.
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Pending the question on acceptance of the report, Representatives
Marini of Hanson, Gauch of Shrewsbury, Jones of North Reading
and Rogeness of Longmeadow moved, there being no objection, that
further consideration thereof be postponed until Monday, Septem-
ber 13, 1999.

After debate on the motion to postpone, the sense of the House was
taken by yeas and nays, at the request of Mr. Marini; and on the roll
call 22 members voted in the affirmative and 129 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 28 in Supplement.]

Therefore the motion to postpone was negatived.

Representatives Marini, Gauch, Jones and Rogeness then moved,
there being no objection, that the message be referred to the com-
mittee on Ways and Means; and after debate on that motion, the
sense of the House was taken by yeas and nays, at the request of
Mr. Jones of North Reading; and on the roll call 22 members voted
in the affirmative and 129 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 29 in Supplement.]

Therefore the motion to refer the message to the committee on
Ways and Means was negatived.

Representatives Marini, Gauch, Jones and Rogeness then moved,
there being no objection, that the message be recommitted to the
committee on Criminal Justice; and after debate on this motion, the
sense of the House was taken by yeas and nays, at the request of
Mr. Marini; and on the roll call 24 members voted in the affirmative
and 127 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 30 in Supplement.]

Therefore the motion to recommit the message to the committee
on Criminal Justice was negatived.

There being no objection,— Messrs. Marini of Hanson and Tobin
of Quincy moved that the report be amended by substitution of the
Bill reinstituting the death penalty in the Commonwealth (House,
No. 3963), which was read.

After debate on the question on adoption of the amendment
(Mr. Nagle of Northampton being in the Chair), Representatives
Marini, Gauch, Jones and Rogeness moved, there being no objec-
tion, that the proposed substitute bill be amended in section 4, in
line 79, by striking out the words “a reasonable doubt” and inserting
in place thereof the following: “any doubt. Evidence sufficient to
meet this standard shall include, but not be limited to, witness of the
murder by two or more persons, DNA evidence from a forensic sci-
entific laboratory and video-taped evidence of the murder that con-
clusively identifies the defendant.”.

After remarks on the question on adoption of the further amend-
ment, Mr. Jones of North Reading asked for a count of the House to
ascertain if a quorum was present. The Chair (Mr. Nagle), having
determined that a quorum was not in attendance, then directed the
Sergeant-at-Arms to secure the presence of a quorum.

Subsequently a roll call was taken for the purpose of ascertaining
the presence of a quorum; and on the roll call 147 members were
recorded as being in attendance.

[See Yea and Nay No. 31 in Supplement.]

Therefore a quorum was present.
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On the question on adoption of the further amendment offered by
Mr. Marini of Hanson, et als, the sense of the House was taken by
yeas and nays, at the request of Mr. Marini; and on the roll call
37 members voted in the affirmative and 113 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 32 in Supplement.]

Therefore the further amendment was rejected.

There being no objection,— Representatives Marini, Gauch, Jones
and Rogeness moved that the proposed substitute bill be amended in
section 4. in lines 120 through 194, inclusive, by striking out the
fifteen paragraphs contained therein.

After debate on the question on adoption of the further amend-
ment (Ms. Gardner of Holliston being in the Chair), the sense of the
House was taken by yeas and nays, at the request of Mr. Jones; and
on the roll call 35 members voted in the affirmative and 115 in the
negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 33 in Supplement.]

Therefore the further amendment was rejected.

There being no objection,— Representatives Marini of Hanson,
Gauch of Shrewsbury, Jones of North Reading and Rogeness of
Longmeadow moved that the proposed substitute bill be amended in
section 4, in lines 112 through 194, inclusive, by striking out the Six-
teen paragraphs contained therein and inserting in place thereof the
following paragraph:

“(1) the murder was committed by a defendant who was at the
time incarcerated in a jail, or a correctional or a penal institution or
facility or the Massachusetts Treatment Center for the Sexually Dan-
gerous or a facility used for the housing or treatment or housing and
treatment of prisoners. Further, the murder was committed by a
defendant who had previously been convicted of murder in the first
or second degree, or of an offense in any federal, state, or territorial
jurisdiction of the United States which is the same as or necessarily
includes the elements of the offense of murder in the first or second
degree and said murder was knowingly committed on a victim
because of his position as an officer or employee of a jail or house
of corrections or an inmate incarcerated in said facility.”.

After debate on the question on adoption of the further amend-
ment, the sense of the House was taken by yeas and nays, at the
request of Mr. Travis of Rehoboth; and on the roll call 42 members
voted in the affirmative and 110 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 34 in Supplement.]

Therefore the further amendment was rejected.

After debate (the Speaker being in the Chair), Mr. Donnelly of
Boston asked for a count of the House to ascertain if a quorum was
present. The Speaker having determined that a quorum was not in
attendance, then directed the Sergeant-at-Arms to secure the presence
of a quorum.

Subsequently a roll call was taken for the purpose of ascertaining
the presence of a quorum; and on the roll call 151 members were
recorded as being in attendance.

[See Yea and Nay No. 35 in Supplement.]

Therefore a quorum was present.
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After further debate on the question on adoption of the amend-
ment offered by Messrs. Marini of Hanson and Tobin of Quincy,—
that the report be amended by substitution of the Bill reinstituting
the death penalty in the Commonwealth (House, No. 3963),— the
sense of the House was taken by yeas and nays, at the request of
Mr. Marini; and on the roll call 72 members voted in the affirmative
and 81 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 36 in Supplement.]

Therefore the amendment was rejected. Mr. DiMasi of Boston then
moved that this vote be reconsidered; and the motion was negatived.

On the question on acceptance of the report, the sense of the
House was taken by yeas and nays, at the request of Mr. Marini of
Hanson; and on the roll call 80 members voted in the affirmative
and 73 in the negative.

[See Yea and Nay No. 37 in Supplement.]

Therefore the report was accepted. Mr. DiMasi of Boston then
moved that this vote be reconsidered; and, there being no objection,
the motion to reconsider was considered forthwith and it was nega-
tived. The report then was sent to the Senate for concurrence.

The House report of the committee on Criminal Justice, ought
NOT to pass, on petitions for legislation to reinstate the death
penalty in the Commonwealth for certain crimes [based on petitions
of J. Michael Ruane, accompanied by bill, House, No. 618; and
David M. Peters and other members of the House, accompanied by
bill, House, No. 2860], was considered.

Pending the question on acceptance of the report, further considera-
tion thereof was postponed, on motion of Mr. Marini of Hanson, until
after disposition of the remaining matters in the Orders of the Day.

Subsequently, the remaining matters in the Orders of the Day
having been disposed of, the report was considered further; and it
was accepted.

House reports

Of the committee on Public Service, ought NOT to pass, on the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 720) of Douglas W. Stod-
dart, Cheryl A. Jacques and David P. Magnani (by vote of the town)
that the town of Natick be authorized to grant annual cost of living
adjustments to certain retired employees of said town;

Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 722) of Douglas W. Stoddart that public
employees who use tobacco products be assessed an annual surcharge
for health insurance costs;

Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 881) of Kevin J. Murphy, David M. Nangle
and Thomas A. Golden, Jr., relative to cost of living adjustments to
members of non-contributory retirement systems;

Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1441) of Brian S. Dempsey and another for
legislation to exempt police officers and fire fighters from local resi-
dency requirements;
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Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1624) of Frank M. Hynes relative to
health care insurance premiums for certain former employees of the
Commonwealth;

Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1820) of Brian S. Dempsey and another that
the Commonwealth be required to pay ninety per cent of the monthly
premium rate for group health insurance for public employees; and

Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 2216) of Eugene T. Doherty for legislation
to require a bachelor or associates degree for appointment as a police
officer in cities and towns;

Severally were accepted.

The House report of the committee on Public Service, ought NOT
to pass, on the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2217) of
Peter J. Koutoujian, John A. Stefanini, Martin J. Walsh and Ronald
Mariano for legislation to provide for fair payments by the Common-
wealth under the contributory group insurance laws, was considered.

Pending the question on acceptance of the report, further consid-
eration thereof was postponed, on motion of Mr. Koutoujian of
Newton, until Monday, April 5.

House reports

Of the committee on Public Service, ought NOT to pass, on the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3363) of Frank M. Hynes
rel:live to cost-of-living adjustments for retired public employees;
an

Of the same committee, ought NOT to pass, on the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 3368) of J. Michael Ruane relative
to increasing the cost-of-living adjustment for certain retired public
employees;

Severally were accepted.

Emergency Measure.

Mrs. Harkins of Needham being in the Chair,—

The engrossed Bill relative to adoption and promoting the welfare
of children (see House, No. 3965, amended), having been certified
by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage, was
considered, the question being on adopting the emergency preamble.

A separate vote was taken, as required by the provisions of
Article XLVIII (as amended by Article LXVII) of the Amendments
to the Constitution; and the preamble was adopted, by a vote of 13
to 0. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Subsequently, the Senate having concurred in adoption of the
emergency preamble, the bill (which originated in the House) was
passed to be enacted; and it was signed by the acting Speaker and
sent to the Senate.
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Order.
On motion of Mr. Gauch of Shrewsbury,—
Next sittings Ordered, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
ond prmding on Thursday next at eleven o’clock A.M.; when the House adjourns

on Thursday, it adjourn to meet on the following Monday (April 5)
at eleven o’clock A.M.; and that, notwithstanding the provisions of
House Rule 12, the Clerk be authorized to dispense with the printing
of Calendars for said sittings.

At twenty-five minutes after six o’clock P.M., on motion of
Mr. Gauch (Mrs. Harkins of Needham being in the Chair), the
House adjourned, to meet on Thursday next at eleven o’clock A.M.,
in an Informal Session.



