Monday, December 1, 2003.
Met at one minute past eleven o'clock A.M. (Mr. Mart in the
Chair) (having been appointed by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Hart), members, guests and employees then recited
the pledge of allegiance to the flag."

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4336) of Geoffrey D.
Hall, Thomas A. Golden, Jr., David M. Nangle, Cory Atkins and
Susan C. Fargo (by vote of the town) relative to certain school construction projects in the town of Chelmsford;
To the committee on Education, Arts and Humanities.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4337) of Thomas P.
Kennedy, Christine E. Canavan, Geraldine Creedon and Robert S.
Creedon, Jr. (with the approval of the mayor and city council) for
legislation to authorize the use of the term "veteran" on ballots for
public office in the city of Brockton;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Election
Laws.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4338) of Brian Knuuttila and Stephen M. Brewer (by vote of the town) relative to the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t f u n d in the t o w n of
Winchendon; and
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4339) of Eric Turkington (by vote of the town) that the town of Edgartown be authorized to enter into a certain lease of t o w n - o w n e d land for the
development of affordable rental housing;
Severally to the committee on Local Affairs and Regional Government.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4340) of Bradford Hill
and Bruce E. Tarr (by vote of the town) that the town of Hamilton
be authorized to provide group health insurance coverage;
To the committee on Public Service.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4341) of Bradford Hill
and Bruce E. Tarr (by vote of the town) relative to tax deferral
agreements in the town of Hamilton;
To the committee on Taxation.
Reports
Of the committee on Education, Arts and Humanities, asking to
be discharged from further consideration of the House Bill further
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Marblehead,parking
violations.

Taylor's
law.

regulating the open meeting law (House, No. 2158),— and recommending that the same be referred to the committee on Public Service.
Of the committee on Public Safety, asking to be discharged from
further consideration of the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 4235) of Douglas W. Petersen (by vote of the town) relative to
authorizing the town of Marblehead to establish fines for certain
parking violations,— and recommending that the same be referred to
the committee on Local Affairs and Regional Government.
Were severally considered forthwith, under Senate Rule 36, and
accepted, in concurrence.
A report of the committee on Health Care, asking to be discharged from further consideration of the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 1289) of Martin J. Walsh relative to adjudicatory
hearings of the Board of Registration in Medicine, and recommending that the same be referred to the Senate committee on Ways
and Means,— was considered forthwith, under Senate Rule 36, and
accepted, in concurrence, insomuch as relates to the discharge of
the joint committee.
Resolutions.

St. J o h n
Lutheran
Evangelical
C h u r c h of
Peabody.

Woodward
Old Historical
S o c i e t y of
Taunton.
David J.
Oliveira.
Brent Vickery
Aigier.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Berry) "congratulating St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Peabody on the occasion of its 100th
anniversary";
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Knapik) "honoring Doctor Frederick W.
Woodward, president of Westfield State College, on the occasion of
his retirement";
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Pacheco) "congratulating the Old His.

-

,,

"

toncal Society of 1 aunton ;
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Pacheco) "congratulating David J.
Oliveira upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout"; and
Resolutions (tiled by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating Brent Vickeiy
Aigler of Medfield upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout."
Matter Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.
There being no objection, the following matter was taken out of
the Orders of the Day and considered, as follows:

Emergency
medical
service.

The 1 louse Bill relative to emergency medical services (House,
1914),— was read a second time, ordered to a third reading,
r e a i i a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, its
title having been changed by the committee on Bills in the Third
Reading to read as follows: "An Act relative to the color of
emergency medical services vehicles".
No.

PAPER PROM THE H O U S E .

Engrossed
Bui laid

before

Governor.

Bill.

An engrossed Bill increasing the number of selectmen in the town
of Foxborough from 3 to 5 (see House, No. 583) (which originated

in the House), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be
rightly and truly prepared for final passage, was passed to be
enacted and was signed by the Acting President and laid before the
Governor for his approbation.
Order

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Tisei,—
Ordered That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet T i m e of
again on Thursday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk meeting,
be directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.
On motion of the same Senator, at four minutes past eleven
o'clock A.M., the Senate a d j o u r n e d to meet on the f o l l o w i n g
Thursday at eleven o'clock A.M.

Thursday, December 4, 2003.
Met according to adjournment at eleven o'clock A.M. (Ms. Walsh
in the Chair) (having been appointed by the President, under authority
conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

The Senator from Essex and Middlesex, Mr. Tarr, led the Chair
(Ms. Walsh), members, guests and employees in the recitation of the
pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Chapter 268A
disclosure.

A communication from Senator Dianne Wilkerson relative to a
dislcosure under the provisions of Chapter 268A of the General
Laws (received Tuesday, December 2, 2003),— was placed on file.

Prescription
Advantage
Cap.

A communication from Ronald Preston, Secretary of Health and
Human Services, and J e n n i f e r Davis Carey, Secretary of Elder
Affairs, notifying the General Court (pursuant to the provisions of
Chapter 67 of the Acts of 2003) that the costs of the Prescription
Advantage plan are expected to exceed the fiscal year 2004 appropriation set forth within item 9110-1455, and the establishment of a
cap thereto for January open enrollment at zero (received Monday,
December 1, 2003),— was placed on file.

Communications.

Plainridge
Racecourse.

Masstlighway.

PERAC.

Western
Massachusetts
Correctional
Alcohol
Center.

The following communications were severally placed on file:
Communication from the Plainridge Racecourse (under the provisions of Section 2 of Chapter 128 of the General Laws) submitting
copies of contracts for incoming signals (received Tuesday, October 21,2003);
Communication from the Massachusetts Flighway Department
relative to quarterly reports of certain expenditures (received Thursday,
October 30, 2003);
Communication from Joseph E. Connarton, Executive Director,
PERAC, transmitting a copy of the Actuarial Valuation Report as of
January 1, 2003 for the Massachusetts State Teachers' Retirement
System (received Friday, October 31, 2003); and
Communication from the Western Massachusetts Correctional
Alcohol Center relative to its plan of correction in response to an
inspection of the Western M a s s a c h u s e t t s Correctional Alcohol
Center (received Friday, November 7, 2003).
Reports.

O f f i c e of t h e
Comptroller.

The following reports were severally read and placed on file:
A report of the Office of the Comptroller (under the provisions of
Section 12 of Chapter 7A of the General Laws) submitting the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts' Statutory Basis Financial Report for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003 (received Thursday, October 30,
2003);
A report of the Department of Correction (under the provisions of D e p a r t m e n t of
Section 16 of Chapter 123A of the General Laws) relative to the C o r r e c t i o n .
Massachusetts Treatment Center for Sexually Dangerous Persons
(received Friday, October 3 1, 2003); and
A report of the M a s s a c h u s e t t s C o n v e n t i o n Center Authority M a s s a c h u s e t t s
(under the provisions of Section 5(1) of Chapter 152 of the Acts of £™v™tion
1997) relative to contracts regarding the Boston Convention Center A u t h o r i t y ,
and E x h i b i t i o n C e n t e r p r o j e c t e n t e r e d into by said a u t h o r i t y
(received Wednesday, October 29, 2003).
The following reports were severally read and sent to the House
for its information:
A report of the Department of Public Health (under the provisions
of Sections 5 and 20 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws) relative to
inspection of the Hampshire County Jail and House of Correction
(received Wednesday, October 22, 2003);
A report of the Department of Public Health (under the provisions
of Sections 5 and 20 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws) relative to
an inspection of the Old Colony Correctional C e n t e r (received
Thursday, November 6, 2003);
A report of the Department of Public Health (under the provisions
of Sections 5 and 20 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws) relative to
an inspection of the Ludlow/Hampden Correctional Center (received
Thursday, November 6, 2003); and
A report of the Department of Public Health (under the provisions
of Sections 5 and 20 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws) relative to
an inspection of Bridgewater State Hospital (received M o n d a y ,
November 10, 2003).
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Petitions.
Petitions were presented and referred as follows:
By Mr. Morrissey, a petition ( a c c o m p a n i e d by bill, Senate,
No. 2167) of Michael W. Morrissey, Bruce J. Ayers, A. Stephen
Tobin and Ronald Mariano (with the approval of the mayor and city
council) for legislation to authorize the city of Quincy to establish
funds to enhance streets and sidewalks and to oversee the Quarry
Hills recreation complex [Local approval received]; and
By the same Senator, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 2168) of Michael W. Morrissey, A. Stephen Tobin, Bruce J.
Ayers and Ronald Mariano (with the approval of the mayor and city
council) for legislation to authorize the city of Quincy to establish
senior citizens safety zones [Local approval received];
Severally, under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Local
Affairs and Regional Government
Severally sent to the House for concurrence.

Quincy,—

Quincy,—

zones,

Reports of a
Child abuse,—
mandatory
reporting.
Mandatory
reporting,—
penalty.

By Mr. McGee, for the committee on Criminal Justice, on petition, a Bill relative to the m a n d a t o r y reporting of child abuse
(Senate, No. 149); and
By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill
further strengthening the mandatory reporting law (Senate, No. 215);
Severally read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the committee on Ways and Means.
Committees

Banks
and Banking,study.

Public
Service,study.

Committee.

Discharged.

Mr. Brewer, for the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently, reported, asking to be discharged from further
consideration
Of the Senate Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on
Banks and Banking to make an investigation and study of Senate
documents numbered 12 and 26, relative to late payment fees and
mutual holding companies (Senate, No. 2153); and
Of the Senate Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on
Public Service to make an investigation and study of certain Senate
documents relative to public employees and other related matters
(Senate, No. 2135);
And recommending that the same severally be referred to the
Senate committee on Ethics and Rules.
Under Senate Rule 36, the reports were severally considered
forthwith and accepted.
PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

Unemployment
Insurance
Trust Fund.

Plymouth,—
i m p a c t fees.

Grafton,—
conservation
restriction.

Utility
regulations.

A message from His Excellency the Governor recommending legislation relative to creating and protecting jobs, easing the unemp l o y m e n t i n s u r a n c e b u r d e n on e m p l o y e r s and p r e s e r v i n g the
solvency of the trust fund (House, No. 4343),— was referred, in
concurrence, to the committee on Commerce and Labor.
Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4351) of Thomas J.
O'Brien, Viriato Manuel deMacedo and Therese Murray (by vote of
the town) for legislation to authorize the town of Plymouth to establish an impact fee by-law; and
Petition (accompanied by bill, Flouse, No. 4352) of George N.
Peterson, Jr. and Guy W. Glodis (by vote of the town) that the town
of Grafton be authorized to release a conservation restriction on a
certain parcel of land in said town;
Severally to the committee on Local Affairs and Regional
Government.
A Bill relative to certain utility regulations (House, No. 1458,—
on petition),— was read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to
the committee on Ways and Means.

Bills
Exempting the position of deputy chief of police in the town of Milford from the provisions of the civil service law (Mouse, No. 3880,—
on petition) [Local approval received]; and
Relative to the appointment of retired police officers as special
police officers in the town of Fairhaven (1 louse, No. 3978,— on petition) [Local approval received];
Were severally read and, under Senate Rule 26, placed in the
Orders of the Day for the next session.
Emergency

Preamble

Milford,—
deputy
police chief.
Fairhaven,—
police
officers.

Adopted.

An engrossed Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Donna M.
Tansey, an employee of the Division of Employment and Training
(see House, No. 4250), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to
be rightly and truly prepared for final passage and containing an
emergency preamble,— was laid before the Senate; and, a separate
vote being taken in accordance with the requirements of Article
LXVI1 of the Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was
adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 3 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President and sent to the
House for enactment.

D o n n a M.
Tansey,—
sick leave
bank.

Resolutions.
The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Hedlund) "commending Geoffrey E.
Nothnagle, Jr. on receiving the Distinguished Citizen Award"; and
Resolutions (filed by Messrs. Travaglini, Rosenberg and Knapik,
Ms. Melconian and Mr. Lees) " h o n o r i n g Dr. David M. Bartley
on the occasion of his retirement as President of Holyoke Community College."
PAPERS FROM THE

GeoffreyE.
N o t h n a g l e , Ji
Dr. David M.
Bartle

y-

HOUSE.

A Bill authorizing the town of Monroe to lease certain land (House, M o n r o e , —
No. 3993, changed,— on petition) [Local approval received],— was j^gde
read.
There being no o b j e c t i o n , the rules w e r e s u s p e n d e d , on
motion of Mr. Knapik, and the bill was read a second time,
ordered to a third reading, read a third time and passed to be
engrossed, in concurrence.
A Bill authorizing the town of Florida to lease certain land (House, F l o r i d a No. 4163, changed,— on petition),— was read.
™d
There being no o b j e c t i o n , the rules w e r e s u s p e n d e d , on
motion of Mr. Tarr, and the bill was read a second time, ordered
to a third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed,
in concurrence.
Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition ( a c c o m p a n i e d by bill, House, No. 4363) of Paul C.
Demakis, J. James Marzilli, Jr., Matthew C. Patrick and Robert

Energy
efficl enc

,

y

Exercise
physiologist
board.

Bills laid
before
Governor.

O'Leary relative to establishing a minimum energy efficiency standard for certain products;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Energy.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4362) of Robert Spellane, other members of the General Court and others for legislation to
establish a registered clinical exercise physiologist licensing board;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Health
Care.
Engrossed Bills.
The following engrossed bills (all of which originated in the
House), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and
truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to be enacted
and were signed by the Acting President and laid before the Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Establishing a speed limit for Sassaquin Avenue in the city of
New Bedford (see House, No. 3741);
Relative to the Board of Health of the town of Tewksbury (see
House, No. 4145); and
Establishing a sick leave bank for Donna M. Tansey, an employee
of the Division of Employment and Training (see House, No. 4250).
Order

T i m e of
meeting.

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Shannon,—
Ordered. That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk be
directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.

Adjournment

in Memory of Martin "Marty"

McNamara.

The Senator from Worcester, Ms. Chandler, the Senator
from Worcester and Middlesex, Mr. Antonioni, and the Senator f r o m Worcester, H a m p d e n , Hampshire and Franklin,
Mr. Brewer, moved that when the Senate adjourns today, it
adjourn in the memory of Lancaster Call Firefighter Martin
"Marty" McNamara.
Martin McNamara was killed in the line of duty last Saturday while fighting a house fire in Lancaster. He was a loving
husband, a proud father, a compassionate brother, a loyal
friend and a committed firefighter who gave the ultimate sacrifice. He leaves behind a wife and two children with the third
on the way momentarily.
Accordingly, as a mark of respect to the memory of Martin
McNamara at twelve minutes past eleven o'clock A.M., on
motion of Mr. Pacheco, the Senate adjourned to meet again on
Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M.

Monday, December 8, 2003.
Met at three minutes past eleven o'clock A.M.

The President, members, guests and employees then recited the
pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Message from the

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

Governor.

A message from His Excellency the Governor (under the provisions
of Article LXXX1X of the Amendments to the Constitution) recommending legislation to authorize the town of Maynard to grant an easement over certain conservation land (Senate, No. 2169) (received in
the office of the Clerk of the Senate on Thursday, December 4, 2003 at
seventeen minutes past three o'clock P.M.),— was referred to the
committee on Local Affairs and Regional Government.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

Maynard,—
easement,

Petition.
Mr. Tarr presented a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Bruce E.
Tarr, Anthony J. Verga, Richard T. Moore, Carol A. Donovan and
other members of the General Court for legislation to ensure quality
healthcare coverage,— and the same was referred, under Senate
Rule 20, to the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting
concurrently.
Reports of a

Healthcare
coverage,

Committee.

By Mr. Magnani, for the committee on Public Service, on petition, H a r b o r a Bill relative to the retirement benefits for certified harbormasters and J^f'®™^
assistant harbormasters of cities and towns (Senate, No. 1473); and
benefits.
By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill U M a s s p o l i c e relative to the retirement of University of Massachusetts police (Senate, r e t i r e m e n t .
No. 1580);
Severally read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the committee on Ways and Means.
Committee

Discharged.

Mr. Brewer, for the committee on Ethics and Rules, to whom was
referred the Senate Order relative to authorizing the joint committee
on Public Service to make an investigation and study of certain
Senate documents relative to public employees and other related
matters (Senate, No. 2135), reported, in part, asking to be discharged from further consideration
Of the Senate petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1423) of MaryT.
Stephen M. Brewer and Anne M. Gobi for legislation relative to a ¡^{£cnke '

Harvard,—
fire c h i e f .

retirement buyback from the Worcester county retirement system for
Mary T. O'Connell; and
Of the Senate petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1930) of
Pamela P. Resor and James B. Eldridge (by vote of the town) for
legislation to authorize the town of Harvard to employ Peter E.
Warren as fire chief for two years after his sixty-fifth birthday;
And recommending that the same severally be recommitted to the
committee on Public Service.
Under Senate Rule 36, the report was considered forthwith and
accepted.
Resolutions.

B e n j a m i n C.
Jones.
J o s h u a M.
Ryburn.
Sister Veronica
Dobson.
Vinh
Phung.
Daniel
Orlando
Spigarolo.
Christopher
Tremblay.
Kenneth
William
Varney.
John
Royal.
Michael
Dennis
Furbush.
Ross J a m e s
F o r b e s III.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) "congratulating Benjamin C.
Jones of Sharon upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) " c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Joshua M.
Ryburn of Canton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Morrissey) "on the retirement of Sister
Veronica Dobson";
Resolutions (filed by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating Vinh Phung
of Norton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
R e s o l u t i o n s (filed by Mrs. S p r a g u e ) " c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Daniel
Orlando Spigarolo of Norfolk upon his elevation to the rank of
Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating Christopher
Tremblay upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating Kenneth
William Varney of Norfolk upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle
Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating John Royal
of Norton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating Michael
Dennis Furbush of Norton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle
Scout"; and
Resolutions (filed by Mrs. Sprague) "congratulating Ross James
Forbes 111, of Norton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout."
P A P E R S FROM THE FIOUSE.

Charlton,—

coii?ctor''

A Bill establishing the positions of town treasurer and town
collector in the town of Charlton (House, No. 4105,— on House,
No. 4138),— was read.
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Mr. Knapik, and the bill was read a second time, ordered to a
third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in
concurrence, its title having been changed by the committee on
Bills in the Third Reading to read as follows: "An Act providing
for an appointed town treasurer and town collector in the town of
Charlton."

Engrossed

Bills.

The following engrossed bills (the first two of which originated
in the Senate), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be
rightly and truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to
be enacted and were signed by the President and laid before the
Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Authorizing the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority to
grant access to its sewer system to a certain property in the town of
Hingham (see Senate, No. 1221);
Authorizing the town of Weymouth to grant access to its sewer
system and to assess charges therefor (see Senate, No. 2148); and
Relative to the color of emergency medical services vehicles (see
House, No. 1914).
Order

Bills laid
before
Governor.

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Knapik,—
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Thursday next at twelve o'clock noon, and that the Clerk
be directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.
On motion of the same Senator, at seven minutes past eleven
o'clock A.M., the Senate a d j o u r n e d to meet on the f o l l o w i n g
Thursday at twelve o'clock noon.

T i m e of
meet n

' s-

Thursday, December 11, 2003.
Met at twenty-nine minutes before one o'clock P.M.

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

The President, members, guests and employees then recited the
pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Communications.
E n d of
Life C a r e
Special
Commission.

A communication was received from the President of the Senate
of the appointment of Senators Richard T. Moore and Susan C.
Tucker to the special commission (established under the provisions
of Section 480 of Chapter 159 of the Acts of 2000) relative to End
of Life Care.

UMass,—
rules and
regulations.

A communication from the University of Massachusetts relative
to the rules and regulations adopted by the Trustees of the University in 2003 (received Wednesday, December 10, 2003) (copies
having been forwarded to the Governor, the Secretary of Administration and Finance and the Chairs of the Senate and House Committees on Ways and Means),— was placed on file.
Petitions.

Wendell,—
land
classification.

Marguerite
McWhinnie,—
sick leave
bank.
Tuition for
school
choice.
Senior citizen
teachers,—
respect.

Cosmetologist.CORI
check.

Mr. Rosenberg presented a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 2171 ) of Stanley C. Rosenberg and Stephen Kulik for legislation
relative to the classification of land in the town of Wendell [Local
approval received],— and the same was referred, under Senate
Rule 20, to the committee on Taxation.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
Petitions were presented and referred, as follows:
By Mr. Havern, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Robert A.
Flavern for legislation to establish a sick leave bank for Marguerite
McWhinnie, an employee of the Cambridge District Court;
By Mr. Moore (by request), a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Harold Klei for legislation to increase the tuition payable for school
choice students attending classes in other educational jurisdictions;
By Mr. Morrissey (by request), a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12)
of Sabina K. Stenberg for legislation to require students to respect
senior citizen teachers; and
By the same Senator (by request), a petition (subject to Joint
Rule'12) of Sabina K. Stenberg for legislation to require a cosmetologist who provide services in senior housing complexes to have a
CORI check;
Severally, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on Rules of
the two branches, acting concurrently.

Reports of a

Committee.

Ms. Jacques, for the committee on Steering and Policy, reported
that the following matters be placed in the Orders of the Day for the
next session:
The Senate bills
Relative to the employment rights of volunteer ambulance service S t e e r i n g
employees (Senate, No. 34);
and Policy
Further regulating check cashing privacy (Senate, No. 63);
reports.
Relative to the Barnstable County charter (Senate, No. 143) ;
Relative to the crime of engaging in legal or medical running
(Senate, No. 170);
Relative to the penalties for killing, maiming or poisoning of an
animal (Senate, No. 198);
Relative to the reporting of child abuse to local law enforcement
officials (Senate, No. 542);
Relative to the Board of Registration in Nursing (Senate, No. 569);
Relative to the compensation and expenses of members of the
Board of Registration in Medicine (Senate, No. 634);
Regarding medical record retention requirements (Senate, No. 643);
Regarding eye exams for children (Senate, No. 687);
Authorizing municipalities to petition for public involvement
plans in cases of hazardous material sites (Senate, No. 1234);
Relating to the distribution and sale of household cleaning products containing phosphorous (Senate, No. 1252);
Authorizing the appointment of Kenneth E. Wright as a police
officer in the town of Mansfield (Senate, No. 1589);
Relative to the Dedham-Westwood Water District (Senate, No. 1965,
changed);
Relative to hunter education (Senate, No. 2111);
Designating a certain roadway in the Veteran's Memorial cemetery
in the town of Winchendon (Senate, No. 2126); and
Repealing certain antiquated laws pertaining to public health
(Senate, No. 2157); and
The House bills
Relative to insurance fraud (House, No. 921)
Authorizing a public waterfront walkway to be exempted from
the harbor line in the Charlestown Navy Yard in the city of Boston
(House, No. 3857);
Relative to court advisement (House, No. 4135); and
Relative to the notarization of documents including electronic
notarization (House, No. 4217, changed);
The Senate reports
Of the committee on Commerce and Labor, ought NOT to pass,
on the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 116) of Associated
Industries of Massachusetts, by Robert Ruddock, Bruce E. Tarr,
David P. Magnani and other members of the General Court for legislation to establish a secretary of economic development and technology; and
Of the committee on Public Service, ought NOT to pass, on the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1506) of Thomas M.
McGee, Michael W. Morrissey, Steven M. Walsh and Kathi-Anne

Reinstein for legislation to establish an early retirement incentive
program for certain local government employees; and
The House report of the committee on Health Care, ought NOT to
pass, on so much of the recommendations of the Division of Medical
Assistance (House, No. 57) as relates to transferability between
accounts (accompanied by bill, Flouse, No. 61).

Higher
heahh'

0

"'

-

insurance.

Committee
Discharged.
Mr. Antonioni, for the committee on Education, Arts and I luman' l ' e s ' r e P o r t e d , asking to be discharged from further consideration of
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 263) of Robert A.
Havern for legislation relative to health insurance benefits for certain higher education e m p l o y e e s , — and recommending that the
same be referred to the committee on Public Service.
Under Senate Rule 36, the report was considered forthwith and
accepted.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
PAPER FROM THE

Special
commission
on f u n d i n g
public
education.

HOUSE.

Notice was received that the Speaker of the House had announced
the following appointments: Representatives Harkins of Needham,
Patrick of F a l m o u t h , Spilka of A s h l a n d , Stanley of Waltham,
Murphy of Weymouth, St. Fleur of Boston and Casey of Winchester
(co-chair) to the special commission established (under Section 604
of Chapter 26 of the Acts of 2003) to report on alternatives to using
the property tax to fund public education.
Resolutions.

Bernadette
Coughlin

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:—
Resolutions (filed by Ms. Menard, Messrs. Pacheco and Montigny
anc
'
Sprague) "congratulating Bernadette 'Bonnie' Coughlin on
the occasion of her retirement."
Report of

Public

exams"tmg'~~

Committees.

By Mr. Brewer, for the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the Senate
petition of Frederick E. Berry for legislation relative to the computerization of the examination for certification for the practice of
public accountancy.
Senate Rule 36 was suspended, on motion of Mr. Berry, and the
report was considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended;
and the petition (accompanied by bill) was referred to the committee on Government Regulations.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
Matters Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.
There being no objection, the following matters were taken out of
the Orders of the Day and considered, as follows:

The Senate Bill designating a certain bridge as the Paul D. Harold Q u i n c y , —
Memorial Bridge ( S e n a t e , N o . 1980, c h a n g e d ) , — w a s read a ¡¡rids° .
second time, ordered to a third reading, read a third time and d e s , g n a t l o n
passed to be engrossed, its title having been changed by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to read as follows: "An Act
designating a certain bridge in the city of Quincy as the Paul D.
Harold memorial bridge".
Sent to the House for concurrence.
The Senate Bill designating state highway route 146 in the town
of Uxbridge as the Lydia Taft Highway (Senate, No. 1890) (its title
having been c h a n g e d by the c o m m i t t e e on Bills in the Third
Reading),— was read a third time and passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
PAPERS FROM THE

Engrossed

LydiaTaft
H

'ishway.

HOUSE.

Bills.

The following engrossed bills (the first three of which originated
in the Senate), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be
rightly and truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to
be enacted and were signed by the President and laid before the
Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Authorizing an increase in fines for parking violations on the B i l l s l a i d
island of Nantucket (see Senate, No. 1169);
"
Governor
Relative to a certain parcel of land in the town of Ipswich (see
Senate, No. 1178);
Relative to certain funds of the town of Charlton (see Senate,
No. 2059);
Authorizing the town of Monroe to lease certain land (see House,
No. 3993, changed);
Providing for an appointed town treasurer and town collector in the
town of Charlton (see House, No. 4105); and
Authorizing the town of Florida to lease certain land (see House,
No. 4163, changed).
Petition.
On motion of Mr. Berry, Senate Rule 20 and Joint Rule 12 were
suspended on the petition, presented by Mr. Berry, (accompanied by
bill, Senate, No. 2175) of Frederick E. Berry and Joan M. Menard
for legislation relative to the creation of civil unions in the Commonwealth,— and the same was referred to the committee on
Senate Ethics and Rules.
Report of a

Civil
unl01

Committee.

By Mr. Brewer, for the Senate committee on Ethics and Rules, on
petition, a Bill relative to civil unions (Senate, No. 2175).
The bill was read. There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion of Mr. Tolman, and the bill was read a second
time and ordered to a third reading.

Civil
uni0]

Justices
of t h e
Supreme
Judicial
Court,—
opinion on
important
question
of l a w .

T i m e of
meeting.

Orders Adopted.
Mr. Tolman offered the following order:
Whereas, there is pending before the Senate a bill, printed as
Senate, No. 2175, entitled "An Act relative to civil unions" ("the
bill"), a copy of which is attached to this order; and
Whereas, the bill inserts a new chapter 207A in the General
Laws, providing that eligible same-sex couples may form civil
unions with all "benefits, protections, rights and responsibilities" of
marriage, but may not enter into a marriage; and
Whereas, on November 18, 2003, the Supreme Judicial Court, in
the case of Goodridge v. Department of Public Health, declared that
statutes may not bar same-sex couples from "the protections, benefits, and obligations of civil marriage" but delayed entry of judgment for 180 days "to permit the Legislature to take such action as it
may deem appropriate in light of this opinion"; and
Whereas, grave doubt exists whether the bill, if enacted, would,
violate the equal protection and due process requirements of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth and articles 1, 6, 7, 10, 12 and 16
of the Declaration of Rights; therefore be it
Ordered, that the opinions of the Honorable Justices of the
Supreme Judicial Court be required on the following important
question of law:
Does Senate, No. 2175, which prohibits same-sex couples from
entering into marriage but allows them to form civil unions with all
" b e n e f i t s , protections, rights and responsibilities" of marriage,
comply with the equal protection and due process requirements of
the Constitution of the Commonwealth and articles 1, 6, 7, 10, 12
and 16 of the Declaration of Rights? (Senate, No. 2176).
There being no objection, the order was considered forthwith;
and it was adopted.
On motion of Mr. O'Leary,—
Ordered. That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk be
directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.

On motion of Ms. Fargo, at nineteen minutes before one o'clock
P.M., the Senate adjourned to meet on the following Monday at
eleven o'clock A.M.

Monday, December 15, 2003.
Met at three minutes past eleven o'clock A.M.
The President, members, guests and employees then recited the
pledge of allegiance to the flag.

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

Petition.
Mr. Morrissey presented a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Michael W. Morrissey, Ronald Mariano, A. Stephen Tobin and
William Phelan, mayor of the city of Quincy, for legislation to
expand penalties for non-payment of boat excise tax,— and the
same was referred, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on
Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

Boat
exclse

PAPERS FROM THE H O U S E .

Messages were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Message from His Excellency the Governor (under the provisions
of Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution) recommending legislation relative to authorizing the town of
Hingham to grant certain licenses for the sale of alcoholic beverages
(House, No. 4368);
To the committee on Government Regulations.
Message from His Excellency the Governor (under the provisions
of Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution) recommending legislation relative to authorizing the town of
Milton to establish the Milton High School a c c r e d i t a t i o n f u n d
(House, No. 4367);
To the committee on Local Affairs and Regional Government.
Message from His Excellency the Governor recommending legislation relative to the e n h a n c e m e n t of fire and b u i l d i n g s a f e t y
(House, No. 4364);
To the committee on Public Safety.
Bills
Providing for a selectmen-town manager form of government in
the town of Foxborough (House, No. 4018, changed,— on petition)
[Local approval received]; and
Relative to the old and historic districts commission of the town
of Marblehead (House, No. 4153,— on petition) [Local approval
received];
Were severally read and, under Senate Rule 26, placed in the
Orders of the Day for the next session.

Hingham,—
liquor
licenses.

Milton
High School,fund.

P l a c e s of
assembly,—
sprinklers.

Foxborough,—
selectmentown manager.
Marblehead,—
historic
districts.

Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4377) of Robert S. P e p p e r e i i , —
Ilargraves and Steven C. Panagiotakos (by vote of the town) that the |jj?"°sres

Natick,—
alcoholic
beverages
sale.

Braintree,deputy
police
chief.

town of Pepperell be authorized to place a certain question on the
ballot relative to the sale of alcoholic beverages in said town; and
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4378) of David Paul
Linsky, Alice Hanlon Peisch, David P. Magnani and Cheryl A.
Jacques (by vote of the town) relative to the sale of alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises of certain clubs or veterans' organizations in the town of Natick;
Severally to the committee on Government Regulations.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4379) of Timothy G.
Egan, Joseph R. Driscoll, Michael W. Morrissey, Brian A. Joyce and
others (by vote of the town) relative to exempting the position of
deputy chief of police in the town of Braintree from the provisions
of civil service law;
To the committee on Public Service.
Resolutions.

Chief
R o b e r t D.
Churchill.
Dwight
Spaulding and
Eleanoretta
Broadhurst
Strong.

Viatical
a n d life
settlements.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) "congratulating Chief Robert D.
Churchill on the occasion of his retirement from the Randolph
Police Department";
Resolutions (filed by Ms. Wilkerson) "congratulating Dwight
Spaulding Strong and Eleanoretta Broadhurst Strong on the occasion
of their seventy-fifth wedding anniversary."
Petition.
On motion of Ms. Murray, Senate Rule 20 and Joint Rule 12 were
suspended on the petition, presented by Mr. Glodis, (accompanied
by bill) of Guy W. Glodis for legislation relative to the viatical and
life settlements act,— and the same was referred to the committee
on Insurance.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
Matters Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.
There being no objection, the following matters were taken out of
the Orders of the Day and considered, as follows:

Sturbridge,betterment
assessment.

Milford,—
deputy
police
chief.

The Senate Bill relative to a betterment assessment in the town of
Sturbridge (Senate, No. 2030),— was read a second time, ordered
to a third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
The House Bill exempting the position of deputy chief of police
in the town of Milford from the provisions of the civil service law
(House, No. 3880),— was read a second time, ordered to a third
reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, its title having been changed by the committee on Bills in
the Third Reading to read as follows: "An Act exempting the
deputy chief of police in the town of Milford from the civil
service law".

The House Bill relative to the appointment of retired police offi- F a i r h a v e n , cers as special police officers in the town of Fairhaven (House, P^'cceers
No. 3 9 7 8 ) , — was read a second time, ordered to a third reading,
read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.
PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

A Bill relative to the o f f i c e of town m a n a g e r in the town of A r l i n g t o n Arlington (House, No. 4253,— on House, No. 4173) [Local approval ^ n n a g er.
received on House, No. 4173],— was read.
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Ms. Chandler, and the bill w as read a second time, ordered to a
third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in
concurrence.
Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4381) of Frank M. Pharmacy
Hynes and other members of the General Court relative to the eligi- a s s l s t a n c e bility of certain persons to participate in the Medigap Supplement
Program upon termination of benefits under the Prescription Advantage Program;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Health
Care.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4382) of Thomas M. S p r i n g f i e l d ,
Petrolati relative to the water withdrawal registration granted to the
water and sewer commission of the city of Springfield under the c o m m i s s i o n
Water Management Act;
Under suspension of Joint Rules 12 and 9, to the committee on
Natural Resources and Agriculture.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4383) of Frank M. S e v e r a n c e
Hynes and other members of the I louse for legislation to further reg- a " ° w a n c e s .
ulate severance allowances for public employees;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Public
Service.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4384) of Frank M. Convention
Hynes for legislation to further regulate exhibitors using convention c e n t e r s centers or exhibition centers financed by the Commonwealth;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on State
Administration.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4385) of Frank M. B o a t
Hynes relative to the collection of taxes on the sale of boats built or ^"¿^"ax rebuilt in the Commonwealth;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Taxation.
Engrossed

Bills.

The following engrossed bills (both of which originated in the
House), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and
truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to be enacted
and were signed by the President and laid before the Governor for
his approbation, to wit: '

Bills laid
before
Governor.

T i m e of
meeting.

Relative to recall elections in the town of Bernardston (see House
Bill, printed as Senate, No. 2011); and
Relative to the survivor benefits of George Calder (see House,
No. 3868).
Order Adopted.
On motion of Ms. Murray,—
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Thursday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk
be directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.
On motion ot the same Senator, at eight minutes past eleven
o ' c l o c k A.M., the S e n a t e a d j o u r n e d to meet on the following
Thursday at eleven o'clock A.M.

Thursday, December 18, 2003.
Met at four minutes past eleven o'clock A.M. (Ms. Walsh in
the Chair).
The Senator from Essex and Middlesex, Mr. Tarr, led the Chair P l e d g e o f
(Ms. Walsh), members, guests and employees in the recitation of the aiiegmnce
pledge of allegiance to the flag.
Distinguished

Guests.

There being no objection, the Chair (Ms. Walsh) handed the
gavel to the Senator from Plymouth and Bristol, Mr. Pacheco, who
introduced students of the sixth, seventh and eighth grades of
Wareham Middle School. The students were accompanied by Linda
Sacco and Robin Camba. They were the guests of Senator Pacheco.

Wareham
S®tfch

There being no objection, the Chair (Ms. Walsh) handed the C o m m o n w e a l t h
gavel to the Senator from Middlesex, Suffolk and Essex, Mr. Bar- legislative
rios, who introduced the first graduating class of the Commonwealth g r a d u a t e s .
Legislative Seminar. The seminar is designed to give primarily inner
city citizens a better understanding of legislative procedure and to
encourage community activism. The class was the guest of Senators
Barrios and Wilkerson.
Communication.
A communication from William F. Galvin, Secretary of the Com- R e g i s t r y o f
monwealth, submitting ( u n d e r the p r o v i s i o n s of Section 80 of Technology
Chapter 4 of the Acts of 2003) a copy of the Registry of Deeds C o m m i t t e e
Technology Committee Report (received Monday, December 15, Report.
2003) (copies of which having been forwarded to the chairpersons of
the Senate committees on Ways and Means and Post Audit and
Oversight),— was placed on file.
Petitions.
Petitions were presented and referred, as follows:
By Mr. Creedon, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Robert S. U n e m p l o y m e n t
Creedon, Jr. for legislation to further regulate unemployment com- benefit"83'10"
pensation benefits; and
By the same Senator (by request), a petition (subject to Joint M u n i c i p a l
Rule 12) of Dean W. Anderson for legislation relative to municipal m e e t l n e s meetings;
Severally, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on Rules of
the two branches, acting concurrently.

Medication
errors,—
report.

Medications,—
administrations.

Taunton,—
skills center.

Thayer
Academy,—
land
conveyance.

P e t e r E.
Warren,—
employment

East
Longmeadow,police chief.

Reports of Committees.
By Ms. Murray, for the committee on Ways and Means, that the
Senate bills
Relative to reporting certain medication errors (Senate, No. 599),—
ought to pass, with amendments, inserting after the word "registrant", in line 6, the following word:— "licensee"; by striking out, in
line 7, the word " r e r e g i s t e r " and inserting in place thereof the
following word:— "register"; by inserting after the word "registrant"
in lines 1 1 , 1 5 and 17, each time it appears, the following word:—
", licensee"; by striking out, in line 23, the words "action of contract,
or any other" and inserting in place thereof the following word:— "an";
and by adding the following section:—
"SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2004.";
Relative to the safe administration of medications and legible prescriptions (Senate, No. 621),— ought to pass, with amendments, in
section 1, by striking out, in lines 1 to 3, inclusive, the words "executive office of health and human services, in conjunction with the
department of public health and the board of registration in pharmacy," and inserting in place thereof the following words: "Betsy
Lehman center for patient safety and medical error reduction"; by
inserting after the word "Society", in line 30, the following words:—
"; the Massachusetts Dental Society"; by inserting after the word
"commonwealth", in line 36, the following words:— "; each of the
dental schools located in the commonwealth"; in subsection (b), by
adding the following sentence:— "The task force shall complete the
development of its recommendations not later than December 15,
2004."; in section 2, by striking out, in line 1, the words "task force"
and i n s e r t i n g in place t h e r e o f the f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : — "Betsy
Lehman center"; by inserting after the word "representatives", in
line 4, the following words:— ", the house and senate chairs of the
joint committee on health care and the chairs of the house and senate
committees on ways and means"; and by striking out, in line 4, the
word "June 30" and inserting in place thereof the following word
"December 31";
Authorizing the development of a regional education, training and
skills alliance center in the city of Taunton (Senate, No. 1686),—
ought to pass, with an amendment, substituting a new draft with the
same title (Senate, No. 2177); and
Authorizing the Commissioner of the Division of Capital Asset
Management and Maintenance to convey certain land to Thayer
AcadeViiy in Braintree, Massachusetts (Senate, No. 2100),— ought
to pass, with an amendment, substituting a new draft with the same
title (Senate, No. 2178);
Severally referred, under Senate Rule 26, to the committee on
Steering and Policy.
By Mr. Magnani, for the committee on Public Service, on the
recommitted petition, a Bill authorizing the town of Harvard to
employ Peter E. Warren as tire chief for two years after his sixtyfifth birthday (Senate, No. 1930) [Local approval received]; and
By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill
exempting the position of chief of police in the town of East Long-

meadow f r o m the civil service law ( S e n a t e , N o . 2163) [Local
approval received];
Severally read and, under Senate Rule 26, placed in the Orders
of the Day for the next session.
PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

Messages were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Message from His Excellency the Governor (under the provisions
of Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution) r e c o m m e n d i n g legislation relative to the election of town
meeting members and validating the actions taken at certain town
meetings held in the town of South Hadley (House, No. 4380);
To the committee on Election Laws.
Message from His Excellency the Governor (under the provisions
of Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution) recommending legislation relative to authorizing the Department of Conservation and Recreation and the Department of Fish
and Game to acquire conservation restrictions in and to lands of the
town of Egremont (House, No. 4387);
To the committee on State Administration.
Message from His Excellency the Governor recommending legislation relative to extending the deadline for mailing quarterly tax
bills (House, No. 4388);
To the committee on Taxation.
Bills
Relative to the protection of disabled persons (House, No. 3241,—
on petition); and
Relative to criminal offender record information checks for assisted
living employees (House, No. 4390,— on 1 louse, No. 1677);
Were severally read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the
committee on Ways and Means.
Bills
Relative to the use of motorcyclist's head gear in parades (House,
No. 206, changed,— on petition);
Relative to interstate criminal i n f o r m a t i o n s y s t e m s ( H o u s e ,
No. 1489,— on petition) ; and
Relative to the pronouncement of death by a nurse practitioner
(House, No. 1663,— on petition) ;
Were severally read and, under Senate Rule 26, referred to the
committee on Steering and Policy.
Bills
Authorizing the town of Adams to issue an additional license for the
sale of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises (printed as
Senate, No. 2034,— on petition) [Local approval received]; and
Relative to preliminary elections in the town of Framingham
(House, No. 4170,— on petition) [Local approval received];
Were severally read and, under Senate Rule 26, placed in the
Orders of the Day for the next session.

South Hadley,election and
actions.

Egremont,—
conservation
restrictions.

Quarterly
tax bills,—
mailing.

Disabled persons
protection
commission
Assisted
living
em

Ployees-

Motorcyclists,head gear
in p a r a d e s .
Criminial
information
systems.
Nurse
practitioners.

Adams,—
liquor
license.
Framingham,preliminary
elections.

Lowell,—
easement.

Holyoke,—
retirements.

Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4392) of Thomas A.
Golden, Jr. and Steven C. Panagiotakos (with the approval of the
city council) that the city of Lowell be authorized to grant a certain
easement in park land in said city to Mark Fisher and Cheryl Fisher;
To the committee on Local Affairs and Regional Government.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4391) of Michael F.
Kane and Michael R. Knapik (with the approval of the mayor and
city council) relative to the retirement of certain employees of the
city of Holyoke;
To the committee on Public Service.
Resolutions.

Bellingham
Senior
Citizens.
Helen
Thompson
McGill.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:—
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Moore) "congratulating Bellingham
Senior Citizens 'Giving Tree Project' participants"; and
R e s o l u t i o n s (filed"by Mrs. Sprague) "on the one hundredth
birthday of Helen Thompson McGill of Dover."
Matters Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.
There being no objection, the following matters were taken out of
the Orders of the Day and considered, as follows:

Kenneth
Wright,—
appoint
MPD.

The Senate Bill authorizing the appointment of Kenneth E. Wright
as a police officer in the town of Mansfield (Senate, No. 1589),—
was read a second time, ordered to a third reading, read a third
time and passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

DedhamWestwood
Water
District.

The Senate Bill relative to the Dedham-Westwood Water District
(Senate, No. 1965),— was read a second time, ordered to a third
reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

Historic
districts,—
Marblehead.

The House Bill relative to the old and historic districts commission of the town of Marblehead (House, No. 4153),— was read a
second time, ordered to a third reading, read a third time and
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, its title having been
changed by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to read
as follows: "An Act providing for alternative members of the old
and historic districts commission of the town of Marblehead".

Blackstone
pollution
abatement
district.

The Senate Bill relative to the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution
Abatement District (Senate, No. 1989),— came from the House
passed to be engrossed, in concurrence with amendments striking out
all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the text of
House document numbered 4389; and inserting before the enacting
clause the following emergency preamble:

P A P E R FROM THE FIOUSE.

" Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is forthwith to allow the immediate commencement of certain improvements to the Upper Blackstone District
regional w a s t e w a t e r t r e a t m e n t facilities, t h e r e f o r e it is hereby
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the preservation of
the public health, safety and convenience."
The rules were suspended, on motion of Mr. Pacheco, and the
House amendments (as corrected by Senate BTR) were considered
forthwith and adopted, in concurrence.
Report of

Committees.

By Mr. Brewer, for the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the Senate
petition of Harold Klei for legislation to increase the tuition payable
for school choice students attending classes in other educational
jurisdictions.
Senate Rule 36 was suspended, on motion of Ms. Wilkerson,
and the report was considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended; and the petition (accompanied by bill) was referred to the
committee on Education, Arts and Humanities.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
PAPERS FROM THE

Tuition for

HOUSE.

Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4393) of William R. S e x o f f e n d e r s , —
Keating, John H. Rogers and Michael W. Morrissey for legislation r e g i s t e r i n g ,
to establish a penalty of lifetime parole for persons failing to register
as a sex offender;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Criminal Justice.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4394) of Charles A. B e d f o r d Murphy, Bradley H. Jones, Jr. and Carol A. Donovan relative to des- Memorial
ignating a certain bridge in the town of Bedford as the Michael P. B r i d g e . '
Lenihan Memorial Bridge;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Transportation.
Order

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Tarr,—
Ordered. That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk be
directed to dispense with the printing of a calender.
On motion of Ms. Wilkerson, at fourteen minutes past eleven
o'clock A.M., the S e n a t e a d j o u r n e d to meet on the f o l l o w i n g
Monday at eleven o'clock A.M.

T i m e of
meetln

s-

Monday, December 22, 2003.
Met at five minutes past eleven o'clock A.M.

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

The President, members, guests and employees then recited the
pledge of allegiance to the flag.
Petition.

Children's
health care.

Mr. Moore presented a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Richard T. Moore and other members of the General Court [for
additional petitioners, see printed bill] for legislation to ensure lowincome children's access to basic health care,— and the same was
referred, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on Rules of
the two branches, acting concurrently.
Reports of

Charlton,licensing
fund.

Gillunemployment.

Steering
a n d Policy
reports.

Committees.

By Ms. Fargo, for the committee on Local Affairs and Regional
Government, on petition, a Bill creating a firearms licensing fund in
the town of Charlton (Senate, No. 2058) [Local approval received];
and
By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill
relative to the unemployment compensation fund in the town of Gill
(Senate, No. 2104) [Local approval received];
Severally read and, under Senate Rule 26, placed in the Orders
of the Day for the next session.
Ms. Jacques, for the committee on Steering and Policy, reported
that the following matters be placed in the Orders of the Day for the
next session:
The Senate bills
Relative to reporting certain medication errors (Senate, No. 599)
(the committee on Ways and Means having recommended that the
bill be amended by inserting after the word "registrant", in line 6,
the following word:— "licensee"; by striking out, in line 7, the word
"reregister" and inserting in place thereof the following word:—
"register"; by inserting after the word "registrant" in lines 11, 15
and 17, each time it appears, the following word:— ", licensee"; by
striking out, in line 23, the words "action of contract, or any other"
and inserting in place thereof the following word:— "an"; and by
adding the following section:
"SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2004.");
Relative to the safe administration of medications and legible prescriptions (Senate, No. 621) (the committee on Ways and Means
having r e c o m m e n d e d that the bill be amended in section 1, by
striking out, in lines 1 to 3, inclusive, the words "executive office of

health and human services, in conjunction with the department of
public health and the board of r e g i s t r a t i o n in p h a r m a c y , " and
inserting in place thereof the following words:— "Betsy Lehman
center for patient safety and medical error reduction"; by inserting
after the word "Society", in line 30, the following words:— "; the
Massachusetts Dental Society"; by inserting after the word "commonwealth", in line 36, the following words:— "; each of the dental
schools located in the commonwealth"; in subsection (b), by adding
the following sentence:— "The task force shall complete the development of its recommendations not later than December 15, 2004.";
in section 2, by striking out, in line 1, the words "task force" and
inserting in place thereof the following words:— "Betsy Lehman
center"; by inserting after the word "representatives", in line 4, the
following words:— ", the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on health care and the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and means"; and by striking out, in line 4, the words
"June 30" and inserting in place thereof the following words:—
"December 31"); and
Authorizing the development of a regional education, training
and skills alliance center in the city of Taunton (Senate, No. 1686)
(the committee on Ways and Means having recommended that the
bill be amended by substituting a new draft with the same title
(Senate, No. 2177).
Resolutions.
The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Creedon) "congratulating Robert Dean R o b e r t D e a n
Smith on the occasion of his retirement"; and
Smith.
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Hedlund) "commending Norma 1 laskins N o r m a
for her distinguished service."
Haskms.
Report of a

Committee.

Ms. Jacques for the committee on Steering and Policy, reported
that the following matter be placed in the Orders of the Day for the
next session:
The Senate Bill authorizing the Commissioner of the Division of T h a y e r
Capital Asset Management and Maintenance to convey certain land ^ c j 1 a d eniy,—
to Thayer Academy in Braintree, Massachusetts (Senate, No. 2100) c o n v e y a n c e ,
(the committee on Ways and Means having recommended that the
bill be amended by substituting a new draft with the same title
(Senate, No. 2178).
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Mr. Moore, and the bill w as read a second time, and was
amended, as recommended by the committee on Ways and Means.
The bill (Senate, No. 2178) was then ordered to a third reading,
read a third time and passed to be engrossed, its title having been
changed by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to read as
follows: "An Act authorizing the commissioner of Capital Asset
Management and Maintenance to convey certain land to Thayer
Academy in the town of Braintree."
Sent to the House for concurrence.

PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

Voter
equipment.

A Bill relative to voting equipment (House, No. 4243,— on petition),— was read.
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Mr. Moore, and the bill was read a second time, ordered to
a third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed,
in concurrence.

Bill laid
before
Governor.

An engrossed Bill relative to the office of town manager in the
town of Arlington (see House, No. 4253) (which originated in the
llouse), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly
and truly prepared for final passage, was passed to be enacted
and was signed by the President and laid before the Governor
for his approbation.

Blackstone
pollution
abatement
district.

An engrossed Bill relative to the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District (see Senate, No. 1989, amended), having
been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared
for final passage and containing an emergency preamble,— was laid
before the Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance
with the requirements of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the
Constitution, the preamble was adopted, in concurrence, by a vote of
4 to 0.
The bill was signed by the President and sent to the House for
enactment.
Subsequently, Mr. Moore in the Chair, the bill, which originated
in the Senate, came from the House with the endorsement that it had
been enacted in that branch.
The Senate then passed the bill to be enacted; and it was signed
by the Acting President (Mr. Moore, having been appointed by the
President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform
the duties of the Chair) and laid before the Governor for his
approbation.

Engrossed

Emergency

Bill.

Preamble Adopted; Engrossed

Bill Enacted.

Recess.
Recess.

There being no objection, at ten minutes before twelve o'clock
noon, the Chair (Mr. Moore) declared a recess subject to the call of
the Chair; and, at seventeen minutes past twelve o'clock noon, the
Senate reassembled, Mr. Moore in the Chair.

Quarterly
tax bills,—
mailing.

A Bill to extend the deadline for mailing quarterly tax bills
(printed in House, No. 4388, changed,— being a message from His
Excellency the Governor),— was read.
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Mr. Tarr, and the bill was read a second time, ordered to a third
reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

Engrossed Bills.
The following engrossed bills (the first of which originated in the
Senate), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and
truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to be enacted
and were signed by the Acting President and laid before the Governor tor his approbation, to wit:
Relative to the issuance of certain bonds by the city of Revere

Bills laid

(see S e n a t e , N o . 2 0 5 7 ) ;

before

Exempting the deputy chief of police in the town of Milford from
the civil service law (see House, No. 3880); and
Relative to the appointment of retired police officers as special
police officers in the town of Fairhaven (see House, No. 3978).

Governor

Emergency

Preamble Adopted;

Engrossed Bill

Enacted.

An engrossed Bill to extend the deadline for mailing quarterly tax
bills (see House Bill, printed in House, No. 4388, changed), having
been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared
for final passage and containing an emergency preamble,— was laid
before the Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance
with the requirements of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the
Constitution, the preamble was adopted, in concurrence, by a vote
of 2 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President and sent to the House
for enactment.
Subsequently, the bill, which originated in the House, came from
the House with the endorsement that it had been enacted in that
branch.
The Senate then passed the bill to be enacted; and it was signed
by the Acting President and laid before the Governor for his
approbation.
Order

Quarterly
t^x bills,—
maillng

'

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Tarr,—
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Wednesday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk
be directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.
On motion of Mr. Tarr, at twenty minutes past one o'clock P.M.,
the Senate adjourned to meet on the following Wednesday at eleven
o'clock A.M.

T i m e of
meetln

s-

Wednesday, December 24, 2003.
Met at one minute past eleven o'clock A.M. (Ms. Wilkerson in the
Chair) (having been appointed by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

The Senator from Bristol and Norfolk, Mrs. Sprague, led the
Chair (Ms. Wilkerson), members, guests and employees in the
recitation of the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Committee

Changes.

Committee
on Bills in
the Third
Reading,—
changes.

The Chair (Ms. Wilkerson) announced the resignation of Senator
Tarr of First Essex and Middlesex as a member of the committee on
Bills in the Third Reading and the appointment of Senator Sprague
of Bristol and Norfolk to fill the vacancy.
Subsequently, the Chair (Ms. Wilkerson) announced the resignation of Senator Sprague of Bristol and Norfolk as a member of said
committee and the reappointment of Senator Tarr of First Essex and
Middlesex thereto.

Lenox,—
reimbursement.

Mr. Nuciforo presented a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 2180) of Andrea F. Nuciforo, Jr. and William Smitty Pignatelli
(by vote of the town) for legislation relative to the town of Lenox
and the r e i m b u r s e m e n t of local room o c c u p a n c y taxes [Local
approval received],— and the same was referred, under Seriate
Rule 20, to the committee on Taxation.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

Marie
Walsh.

Mr. Havern presented a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Robert A. Havern for legislation relative to Marie Walsh,— and the
same was referred, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on
Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

Petitions.

Reports of
Barnstable,septic
systems.

Committees.

By Mr. Montigny, for the committee on Senate Long-Term Debt
and Capital Expenditures, that the Senate Bill authorizing Barnstable
County to administer the repair, replacement and upgrade of septic
systems (Senate, No. 2123),— ought to pass;
Referred, under Senate Rule 27, to the committee on Ways and
Means.
Ms. Jacques, for the committee on Steering and Policy, reported
that the following matters be placed in the Orders of the Day for the
next session:

The House bills
Relative to the use of motorcyclist's head gear in parades (House, s t e e r i n g
and
No. 206, changed);
"
Policy
Relative to interstate criminal i n f o r m a t i o n s y s t e m s ( H o u s e , " , p o r t s No. 1489); and
Relative to the pronouncement of death by a nurse practitioner
(House, No. 1663).
PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

A Bill relative to veteran's retirement benefits (printed as Senate,
No. 1576,— on petition),— was read and, under Senate Rule 27,
referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

Veterans,—
benefits

A Bill relative to public works functions in the town of Belmont B e l m o n t , —
(House, No. 4084,— on petition) [Local approval received],— was j?"blJ'r("orks
read and, under Senate Rule 26, placed in the Orders of the Day
for the next session.
Resolutions.
The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:—
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) "congratulating Austen Kenneth A u s t e n K e n n e t h
Pageau of Randolph upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout"; Pageau.
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) "congratulating Daniel Kent of D a n i e l
Kent
Easton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) "congratulating Alan L. Van A l a n L .
V a n Epps
Epps of Easton upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Pacheco) "congratulating Patrick Charles P a t r i c k C h a r l e s
Herrington upon his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout";
Hemngton.
Resolutions (filed by Mr. P a c h e c o ) " c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Kathryn K a t h r y n
Geirnne on the occasion of her one hundred and ninth birthday";
Gemme.
Resolutions (filed by Ms. Walsh) "congratulating Matthew J. M a t t h e w J .
Johnson on the occasion of his Court of Honor"; and
Johnson.
Resolutions (filed by Ms. Walsh) "congratulating John P. Regan J o h n P .
on the occasion of his Court of 1 lonor."
Regan.
Matters Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.
There being no objection, the following matters were taken out of
the Orders of the Day and considered, as follows:
The Senate Bill exempting the position of chief of police in the E a s t
town of East L o n g m e a d o w from the civil service law (Senate, poHf^ehlef™'No. 2163),— was read a second time, ordered to a third reading,
read a third time and passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
The House Bill relative to preliminary elections in the town of F r a m i n g h a m , —
Framingham (House, No. 4170),— was read a second time.
eleldon"3^
Mr. Magnani presented an amendment, in section 2, by striking
out, in line 7, the words "at least 1 office" and inserting in place

Framingham,—
ary

thereof the following words:— "all offices"; and by adding the
following 2 sections:—
"SECTION 3. Section 1 and the last paragraph of section 2 shall
not apply to the 2004 annual town election and to the preliminary
election that precedes it.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.".
The amendment was adopted.
The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a third reading, read
a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with the
amendment.
Sent to the House for concurrence in the amendment.

Boat
exclse

By Mr. Brewer, for the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the Senate
petition of Michael W. Morrissey, Ronald Mariano, A. Stephen
Tobin and William Phelan, mayor of the city of Quincy, for legislation to expand penalties for non-payment of boat excise tax.
Senate Rule 36 was suspended, on motion of Mrs. Sprague, and
the report was considered forthw ith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended;
and the petition (accompanied by bill) was referred to the committee on Taxation.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

eiect™n"

Report of
-

Committees.

PAPERS FROM THE

Criminal
complaints,issuance.

Metal
studded
tires.

Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4396) of Eugene L.
O'Flaherty relative to the procedure for the issuance of criminal
complaints;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on the
Judiciary.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4397) of Daniel E.
Bosley for legislation to further regulate the dates for the operation
of motor vehicles with metal studded tires on the roadways of the
Commonwealth;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Natural
Resources and Agriculture.
Emergency

Stillbirth,—
birth
certificates.

FIOUSE.

Preamble

Adopted.

An engrossed Bill further regulating certificates of birth resulting
in stillbirth (see Senate, No. 1953), having been certified by the
Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage and
containing an emergency preamble,— was laid before the Senate;
and, a separate vote being taken in accordance with the requirements
of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 2 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President and sent to the
House for enactment.

Engrossed

Bill.

An engrossed Bill providing for alternative members of the old and Bill l a i d
historic districts commission of the town of Marblehead (see House, ¡i efore
ernor
No. 4153) (which originated in the House), having been certified by
the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage,
was passed to be enacted and was signed by the Acting President
and laid before the Governor for his approbation.
Order

Adopted.

On motion of Mrs. Sprague,—
Ordered. That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk be
directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.

Adjournment

in Memory of Clara

Barton.

The Senator from Worcester and N o r f o l k , Mr. Moore,
requested that when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn in
the memory of Clara Barton, a native of Oxford, Massachusetts. Born on December 25, 1821, Ms. Barton is recognized
annually during Clara Barton Week — December 25th to
January 1st — for her distinguished career as a dedicated
teacher, battlefield nurse, Civil War organizer, visionary
founder of the American Red Cross and for pioneering the
role of women in America.
Accordingly, as a mark of respect to the memory of Clara
Barton, at nine minutes past eleven o'clock A.M., on motion
of Mrs. Sprague, the Senate a d j o u r n e d to meet again on
Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M.

T i m e of
meetin

g-

Monday, December 29, 2003.
Met at one minute past eleven o'clock A.M. (Ms. Walsh in the
Chair) (having been appointed by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

The Senator from Plymouth and Norfolk, Mr. Hedlund, led the
Chair (Ms. Walsh), members, guests and employees in the recitation
of the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Registers
of d e e d s .

Mr. Lees presented a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Brian P.
Lees for legislation relative to the registers of deeds,— and the
same was referred, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on
Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

Roxse,—
DCAMM.

By Ms. Wilkerson, for the committee on State Administration, on
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1975), a Bill authorizing the commissioner of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance to convey certain land to the Roxbury/South End Tenants'
Association, Inc. (d/b/a Roxse Tenants Council) (Senate, No. 2179).
The bill was read.
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion of
Mr. Hedlund, and the bill was read a second time.
Ms. Wilkerson presented an amendment, substituting a new draft
entitled "An Act authorizing the commissioner of Capital Asset
Management and Maintenance to convey certain land to the Roxbury/
South End Tenants' Council, Inc., d/b/a Roxse Tenants Council"
(Senate, No. 2181).
The amendment was adopted.
T h e bill ( S e n a t e , No. 2 1 8 1 ) was then o r d e r e d to a third
reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

Group
marketing
plans.

A Bill relative to group marketing plans (House, No. 4295,— on
House, No. 1696),— was read.
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Mr. Morrissey, and the bill was read a second time, ordered to
a third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed,
in concurrence.

Petition.

Report of a

Committee.

PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

Emergency

Preambles

Adopted.

An engrossed Bill relative to v o t i n g e q u i p m e n t (see House, V o t e r
No. 4243, amended), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be equipment,
riahtly and truly prepared for final passage and containing an emergency preamble,— was laid before the Senate; and, a separate vote
being taken in accordance with the requirements of Article LXVII of
the Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was adopted in
concurrence, by a vote of 3 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President and sent to the
House for enactment.
An engrossed Bill relative to group marketing plans (see House, Group
No. 4295), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly
and truly prepared for final passage and containing an emergency
preamble,— was laid before the Senate; and, a separate vote being
taken in accordance with the requirements of Article LXV11 ot the
Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 3 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President and sent to the
House for enactment.
Engrossed

lng

Bills.

The following engrossed bills (both of which originated in the
House), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and
truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to be enacted
and were signed by the Acting President and laid before the Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Relative to voting equipment (see House, No. 4243, amended);

Bills k i d

and

Governor.

Relative to group marketing plans (see House, No. 4295).
Order

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. lledlund,—
Ordered. That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Wednesday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk
be directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.
On motion of the same Senator, at twenty-eight minutes past
eleven o'clock A.M., the Senate adjourned to meet on the following
Wednesday at eleven o'clock A.M.

T i m e of
m e e in

s-

Wednesday, December 31, 2003.
Met at four minutes past eleven o'clock A.M. (Mr. Flart in the
Chair) (having been appointed by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

P l e d g e of
allegiance.

The Chair (Mr. Hart), m e m b e r s , guests and employees then
recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag.
Communications.

Commissioner
of t h e
Commission
on t h e S t a t u s
of W o m e n , —
Susana Segat.
Simulcasting
contracts.

A communication was received from the President of the Senate
announcing that he had reappointed Susana Segat as a Commissioner of the Commission on the Status of Women (established
under Section 66 of Chapter 3 of the General Laws) for the term of
November, 2003 to November, 2006.
A communication from Wonderland Greyhound Park, Inc. (under
the provisions of Section 2 of Chapter 128 of the General Laws)
submitting copies of simulcasting contracts entered into by Wonderland (received Monday, December 22, 2003),— was placed on file.
Reports.

Technology
expenditure
plan.

Id.

The following reports were severally read and placed on file:
A report of the Barnstable County Register of Deeds (under the provisions of Section 4 of Chapter 4 of the Acts of 2003 and Section
2KKK of Chapter 29 of the General Laws) submitting its initial plan
for an expenditure of funds from the County Registers Technology
Fund (received Wednesday, December 3, 2003); and
A report of the Norfolk County Register of Deeds (under the provisions of Section 4 of Chapter 4 of the Acts of 2003 and Section 2KKK
of Chapter 29 of the General Laws) submitting its plan of expenditure
from the County Registers Technological Fund (received Monday,
December 15, 2003).
Petitions.

Boston
firefighter,—
age
requirement.
Teachers'
Retirement
Board,—
benefits.

DCAMM,—
land
conveyance.

Petitions were presented and referred, as follows:
By Mr. Hart, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of John A.
Hart, Jr. for legislation to authorize Thomas P. Flaherty, Jr. to take a
civil service examination for the position of firefighter in the city of
Boston notwithstanding the maximum age requirement;
By Mr. Havern, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Robert A.
Havern for legislation to authorize the Massachusetts Teachers'
Retirement Board to recalculate pension benefits paid to Marie
Walsh; and
By Mr. Joyce (by request), a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Kyla Bennett for legislation to authorize the Division of Capital

Asset Management and Maintenance to convey a certain parcel ot
land located in the towns of Easton and Raynham;
Severally, under Senate Rule 20, to the committees on Rules ot
the two branches, acting concurrently.
P A P E R S FROM THE H O U S E .

Petitions were referred, in concurrence, as follows:
atertown,Petition ( a c c o m p a n i e d by bill, House, No. 4399) of Rachel W
charter.
Kaprielian, Steven A. Tolman and Peter .1. Koutoujian (by vote of
the town) relative to d e f i n i n g the c o m p u t a t i o n of time in the
issuance of notices in the charter of the city known as the town ot
Watertown;
_^ ,
,
Brookline,—
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4400) ot Deborah B. t r u s t f u n d s .
Goldberg Frank 1. Smizik, Cynthia S. Creem, Brian Paul Golden,
MichaefF. Rush, Jeffrey Sánchez and others (by vote of the town)
relative to the investment of trust funds by the town oí Brookline;
Fairhaven,—
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4401) of William M. s c h o o l
department
Straus, Mark C. Montigny and others (by vote of the town) that the a d v e r t i s i n g .
school'department of the town of Fairhaven be authorized to expend
certain revenue derived from advertising in the public schools of
said town; and
Marion,—
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4402) of William M. s e w e r
Straus, Marc R. Pacheco and others (by vote of the town) relative to a s s e s s m e n t s .
sewer assessments in the town of Marion and regulating the annual
payments and rate of interest on such assessments;
Severally to the committee on Local Affairs and Regional
Government.
Brookline,—
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4403) of Deborah B. f i r e c h i e f .
Goldberg, Frank 1. Smizik, Cynthia S. Creem, Brian Paul Golden,
Michael F. Rush, Jeffrey Sánchez and others (by vote of the town)
relative to the appointment of the chief of the fire department of the
town of Brookline;
To the committee on Public Safety.
Brookline,Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4404) of Deborah B. p e n s i o n
obligation
Goldberg, Frank I. Smizik, Cynthia S. Creem, Brian Paul Golden, b o n d s .
Michael F. Rush, Jeffrey Sánchez and others (by vote of the town)
that the town of Brookline be authorized to issue pension obligation
bonds; and
Brookline,Petition (accompanied by bill. House, No. 4405) of Deborah B. f i r e c h i e f .
Goldberg, Frank I. Smizik, Cynthia S. Creem, Brian Paul Golden
and others (by vote of the town) relative to the appointment of the
chief of the fire department of the town of Brookline;
Severally to the committee on Public Service.
A Bill authorizing the town of Westwood to issue licenses for the W e s t w o o d , sale of all alcoholic beverages and wine and malt beverages to be £'ecv0er0ageS
drunk on the premises (House, No. 4361,— on House, No. 3992) l i c e n s e s .
[Local approval received],— was read and, under Senate Rule 26,
placed in the Orders of the Day for the next session.

Deborah
Ouellette.

Resolutions.
The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were
considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:—
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Joyce) "congratulating Deborah Ouellette for her years of service to the Randolph community."
Engrossed Bill Returned by Acting Governor
Recommendation of Amendment.

With

Upper
Blackstone
District.

The engrossed Bill relative to the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District (Senate, No. 1989, amended), (which on
Monday, December 22, 2003, had been laid before the Governor for
his approbation), was returned to the Senate Clerk by the Secretary
of State, Acting Governor, on Tuesday, December 30, 2003, at
eleven minutes past three o'clock P.M., with a message [for message, see Senate, No. 2182] recommending an amendment.
The message (Senate, No. 2182) was read and the Senate proceeded to reconsider the amendment, in accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amendments to the Constitution.
The rules were suspended, on motion of Mrs. Sprague, and the
amendment recommended by the Acting Governor was considered,
as follows:
"Striking out the last sentence in section 2 and inserting in place
thereof the following sentence: "The votes shall be distributed so
that each member not from Worcester shall be entitled to 1 vote with
the remaining votes to be distributed evenly among the Worcester
board members."
The amendment was adopted.
Sent to the House for concurrence in the amendment.

Rockland,—
er

Message from the Honorable William Francis Galvin, Secretary of
t le
' Commonwealth and Acting Governor, submitting legislation
(under the provisions of Article II, Section 8, Paragraph 1, Clause (2)
of the A m e n d m e n t s to the Constitution, as amended by Article
LXXXIX) authorizing the town of Rockland to transfer certain funds
(Senate, No. 2183) (received in the office of the Clerk of the Senate on
Tuesday, December 30, 2003 at sixteen minutes before five o'clock
P.M.),— was referred to the Senate committee on Ethics and Rules.
Subsequently, Mr. Brewer, for the said committee on Ethics and
Rules, reported that the bill ought to pass.
The bill (printed in Senate, No. 2183) was read. The rules were
suspended, on motion of Mrs. Sprague, and the bill was read a
second time, ordered to a third reading, read a third time and
passed to be engrossed.
Sent to the House for concurrence.

Message from the Acting
funds'

Report of
C h i l d r e n 's
healthcare.

Governor.

Committees.

By Mr. Brewer, for the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the Senate
petition of Richard T. Moore, Paul Kujawski, Stephen P. LeDuc,

Thomas M. McGee and other members of the General Court [for additional petitioners, see printed bill] for legislation to ensure low-income
children's access to basic health care.
,
„ , . , „ „ . „„.,
Senate Rule 36 was suspended, on motion ol Mis. Sprague, ana
the report was considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended,
and the petition (accompanied by bill) was referred to the committee on Health Care.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
PAPERS FROM THE

HOUSE.

A Bill establishing a betterment fund in the town of Spencer (1 louse, Spencer,_
N o 1326,— on petition) [Local approval received],— was read.
fund
There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion
of Mrs. Sprague, and the bill was read a second time, ordered to a
third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in
concurrence.
Engrossed Bills.
The following engrossed bills (the first two of which originated
in the Senate), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be
rightly and truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to
be enacted and were signed by the Acting President and laid before
the Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Further regulating certificates of birth resulting in stillbirth (see BUisUid
Senate, No. 1953);
Governor.
Authorizing the town of Millbury to issue additional licenses for
the sale of alf alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises (see
Senate, No. 2056, amended); and
Designating a certain overpass in the town o f M i l t o n as the Private
First Class Paul W. Curran Memorial Overpass (see House, No. 4206).
A petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4412) of Harold P. C h r i s t o p h e r
Naughton, Jr., for legislation to establish a sick leave bank for Christo- si Xieive
phef Lavele, an employee of the Department of Correction,— was bank,
referred, in concurrence, under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the
committee on Public Service.
Recess.
There being no objection, at a quarter past eleven o'clock A.M.,
the Chair (Mr. Hart) declared a recess subject to the call of the
Chair; and at ten minutes past twelve o ' c l o c k noon the Senate
reassembled, Mr. Hart in the Chair.
PAPERS FROM THE

Emergency

Preamble

Recess,

HOUSE.

Adopted.

An engrossed Bill relative to the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution B^ckstone
Abatement District (see Senate, No. 1989, changed), having been certi- A b a t e m e n t
tied by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final pas- D i s t r i c t ,
sage and containing an emergency preamble,— was laid before the
Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance with the

requirements of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution,
the preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 2 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President and sent to the
House for enactment.

Bills laid
Governor

Engrossed Bills.
The following engrossed bills (the first two of which originated
in the Senate), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be
rightly and truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to
be enacted and were signed by the Acting President and laid before
the Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Relative to the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement
District (see Senate, No. 1989, changed);
Authorizing the town of Rockland to transfer certain funds (see
Senate Bill, printed in Senate, No. 2183); and
Relative to preliminary elections in the town of Framingham (see
House, No. 4170, amended).
Order

T i m e of
meeting.

Adopted.

On motion of Mrs. Sprague,—
Ordered. That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
again on Monday next at eleven o'clock A.M., and that the Clerk be
directed to dispense with the printing of a calendar.

On motion of the same Senator, at twenty minutes past twelve
o ' c l o c k noon, the Senate a d j o u r n e d to meet on the following
Monday at eleven o'clock A.M.

