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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide Massachusetts 
educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with significant disabilities, 

and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 

 

“Anyone who does anything to help a child in his life is a hero to me.” 
—Fred Rogers 
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 Reminders based on Observations of January Portfolios-in-Progress (PIPs) 
Sessions 

 Upcoming February/March Portfolios-in-Progress sessions 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 Administrator’s Corner 
 

Reminders based on January PIPs: 

School Calendar: Place the school calendar in the inside left-hand pocket of the portfolio binder this year. Be 
sure non-school days are listed clearly (e.g., “PD Day—no students”) 

Field data charts:  Field data charts are acceptable to use as one of the three options for collecting data! 
However, last year the Department phased out the use of field data charts together with a bar or line graph 
summarizing the data on the field data chart.  REMINDER: Evidence for students who are unable to create 
permanent products is best submitted as a “teacher-scribed” work sample (See pp. 27 and 81 in the 2019 
Educator’s Manual for MCAS-Alt for details and a sample.) 

ELA–Writing:  

 Teachers should pre-score only the text generated by the student. Do not include the text or edits 

provided by the teacher in the score.  

 Bathroom-related activities may not be documented in the student’s ELA–Writing samples. These will 

not be included as a final writing sample. 

Requirements for Science and Tech/Eng for Grades 5 and 8 Only: 

 Three of the four disciplines (Physical, Life, Earth and Space, Tech/Eng) must be selected for 

completion in the portfolio. 
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For each Discipline, select: 

 One core idea to document  

 Include Six STE summary sheets, each documenting one entry point or access skill  

 Include Three pieces of evidence, one attached to each of three of the 6 summary sheets   

 The three pieces of evidence must document three different science practices 

 Science Practices are listed in the Resource Guide within each core idea, numbered in bold letters. 

Entry points or Access skills are listed beneath each numbered Science Practice. 

 “Student’s expected response” on the STE Summary Sheet is intended for the teacher to list the 

correct answer to the question, task, or activity. For a K-W-L chart, for example, the student’s 

expected response could be “Prior knowledge.” 

Reminders about Entry Points: 

 Entry points should be used “as is” from the Fall 2018 (current) version of the Resource Guides; or 

permission must be obtained from the Department to use an entry point not found in the Resource 

Guide. 

 Entry points that include two related skills connected by “and” (e.g., “addition and subtraction”) allow 
educators to select either one or both skills for the measurable outcome. If both skills are selected, 
then both must be assessed on the data chart and in the work samples.  

 Entry points that include two related skills connected by “and/or” (“explain metaphors and/or 
similes”) allow educators to select either or both skills for any of the data points or evidence. 

 Do not change “and” to “or” the entry point will be considered “excessively modified” and a score of 
Incomplete is likely. 

 Refer to the numerous examples provided with most entry points in the Mathematics Resource Guide. 

Portfolios-in-Progress (PIP): 
 

Registration is now available for the Portfolios-in-Progress review sessions scheduled for February and March. 

These sessions will be the final opportunity for educators to receive feedback and answers to their questions 

about the MCAS-Alt portfolios. Content specialists will be available in most locations to assist with 

competency and grade-level portfolios. Teachers may also use these sessions as an opportunity to work on 

their students’ portfolios. 
 

The dates and locations of the Portfolios-in-Progress review sessions are as follows:  

 

Wednesday 
February 27 

Thursday 
February 28 

Tuesday 
March 5 

Wednesday 
March 6 

Holiday Inn, 
Taunton 

Doubletree,  
Danvers 

Best Western, 
Marlborough 

Tower Square, 
Springfield 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/rg/science.docx
http://mcasservicecenter.com/


Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Students with Excessive Absences 
If a student is designated for the MCAS-Alt but has had excessive absences throughout the school year or is 
scheduled for a medical procedure that will keep them out of school for a prolonged period, educators in the 
school should do their best to collect data when the student is present in school or during their home or 
hospital program of instruction. Submitting even a partially completed portfolio will avoid the student being 
counted as a non-participant in the assessment. If a student will not submit even a partial portfolio due to a 
medically documented absence, mark the non-tested status in the Student Identification Booklet, and be 
aware that the student will be considered a non-participant. 
 

Students Transferring into a School Late in the Year 
If a student enrolls in a school late in the school year and is designated for the MCAS-Alt, the receiving school 
should do their best to submit a portfolio for the student. 
 

We advise the following regarding late-arriving students: 
 check with the sending school to obtain any portfolio evidence already collected 

 transfer data to new teacher’s Online Forms and Graphs, if available, from the Online Forms and 
Graphs account of the student’s former teacher (technical support for this is available at 866-834-
8880) 

 Selecting entry points or access skills as a baseline will assist in future instruction and documenting 
data points. 

 It will be advantageous for the receiving school to submit even a partially completed portfolio for the 
student, rather than no portfolio at all, since the student would then count as a participant in the 
assessment. Check to see whether an “additional materials” order is needed for MCAS-Alt materials. 

 
Administrator’s Corner 

 Encourage teachers to attend a Portfolios-in-Progress review session, if possible, to increase the 
likelihood that high-quality portfolios will be submitted by the school. Dates and locations are 
provided above. 

 Students who transfer into the school late in the year and are designated to participate in the MCAS-
Alt, are required to submit a portfolio from the receiving school.  

 Order additional submission materials (i.e., binders, envelopes, information booklets, etc.) after March 
4 through the MCAS-Service Center. 

 Your school’s shipment of MCAS-Alt submission materials will arrive during the week of February 25. 
When it arrives, please open the box and verify that the quantity of materials received is accurate by 
following the instructions to complete Section 2 of the online MCAS-Alt PCPA. Click on “MCAS 
Alternate Assessment,” then click on “Principal Certification.”  

 Schedule the school’s UPS pick-up of MCAS-Alt portfolios online by 3:00 on Thursday, March 28. 

 Deadline for UPS shipment pick-up is 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 29. 

 

http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/
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Was this email forwarded to you?  

Get on our mailing list. Click here to sign up for the MCAS-Alt News. 
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