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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.
To His Excellenaj

The Board

the Governor

and

the

Honorable Council.

of Trustees, in presenting the sixth

of the State Hospital School,

satisfactory completion of the

begun under the act

annual report

desire to call attention to the

work

of establishing the school,

of the Legislature in the year 1904.

be recalled that the original grant of $300,000 con-

It will

templated the establishment of a home, a hospital and a school
for

300 crippled children, with the purpose not only of caring

and nursing children unable to obtain such care at their
homes but also of educating them during the period of their
dependency, in the hope that they might become either selfsupporting and no longer a burden to the community, or able
to contribute to their own support, thereby lifting them from
the condition of hopeless pauperism to self-respecting manhood.
The amount of money was not large in comparison with what
has been given for similar purposes by private benefactors
elsewhere, and the need of economy prevented any waste
through useless undertaking of an experimental nature. This
might seem unavoidable, owing to the lack of satisfactory example from existing similar institutions, inasmuch as the one
planned by our Commonwealth differs from the European and
for

other institutions for the care of cripples in the scope of the

work and

in

hospital, with

a contemplated combination

of

a school and

equal attention paid to physical condition and

mental training.

Such a school must
as

many

differ

from the ordinary public schools

of the pupils are unable to bear the strain of the usual

curriculum, and the hospital should be arranged to interfere
as little as possible with the routine of the school.
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Under unwise organization the institution might degenerate
with the condition of a mere institutional home, or a cripples*
simply temporarily meeting the physical need of a

hospital,

dependent

It

class.

of Trustees to avoid

was the earnest endeavor of the Board
both of these dangers and to plan for an

all-round institution capable of carrying out fully the original
design.

After a working plan was decided upon,

it

was determined
and be guided

to build at first only a portion of the institution

by experience
In this

way

in

the construction of the remaining portion.

the Board has been able to complete the work

undertaken within the original appropriation,

accommodation
cost

of

for

finally providing

300 children, in spite of marked increased

material and labor,

already under construction.

by building a cottage
It

may

working of the institution as shown

also

for

girls

be claimed that the

in the past years

demon-

strated not only the need of such an institution but also that,

under the existing organization and administration, most
isfactory results

may

be obtained with a

minimum

sat-

outlay of

money.
It

may

be of interest to

call

attention to

some

of the bene-

derived from the institution as at present administered.

fits

The advantages to the
as shown in the last six

pupils from their stay at the school

may be mentioned as follows:
health;
improvement
in
2, improvement in educational
1,
training; 3, development of character and fitting for breadyears

winning occupations.

1.

Improvement in Health.

Crippled children are of two classes,

from

disabilities of a

more

first,

those suffering

or less temporary nature and, sec-

ond, those permanently disabled.

Improvement

The
of

first

bone and

the spine,

in health

was observed

consists largely of
joint

etc.,

tuberculosis,

i.e.,

and need the tonic

dote to their tuberculous tendency.
of congenital deformities

forms

of

permanent

in

both of these

classes.

those suffering from the results
hip disease, diseases of
of

The

fresh air as

an

anti-

second, largely those

or suffering from infantile or other

paralysis,

need fresh-air treatment for

PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No.

1914.]

the improvement of their general health,

9

82.

deprived as they

have been of the healthful activities of childhood with their
benefits from fresh air. In order to secure this for the children
of

both of these

classes, it is

necessary to furnish their dormi-

tories

with such arrangements for ventilation as would enable

them

to have pure fresh air at night as well as during the day.

If the
it will

and

wards

most hospitals are

of

midnight or

later,

air is close

air.
As all systems of ventiwas determined to equip the dormiwith monitor roof ventilation. This and the prescribed

than the outdoor

less fresh

lation are expensive,
tories

visited at

almost invariably be found that the ward

daily outdoor

it

has given

life

all

children at the school the benefit

The resulting imof uncontaminated air summer and winter.
provement of the children's health has been marked, so much
so that their general condition is noticeably better than that
of their brothers and sisters who have lived at home.
There
has been a marked freedom in the hospital from contagious
epidemics from tonsilitis and from ordinary colds. As a test
of its hygienic condition, the school was visited by one epidemic of a contagious disease, namely, measles, which was
brought to it by a nurse returning from Boston. This, however, although attacking a school filled with children below the
normal physical standard, was controlled, and was followed
by no serious results.
2.

It

Educational Methods.

was decided that the educational opportunities

at

the

school should be of the primary grade with special opportunities for industrial

training, in the

dustrial education

any

children.

The

industrial

necessarily differ

and

hope

of developing

by

in-

special aptitude remaining in disabled

education of a legless child would

from that

of a child disabled in

this industrial training should

both arms,

be emphasized as soon as

the child has received adequate education in the fundamental

knowledge given
It

was

also

in the

primary course.

found necessary to adapt the hours of study to

the physical condition of the children.
lar

A

child with a tubercu-

tendency or delicate organization should be subjected to

the school restraint a shorter time than

may

be possible in

MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.
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The

the ordinary school.

school sessions were arranged out-

with simply canvas protection from rain.

of-doors

found that children subjected to a curriculum

of

It

was
char-

this

were advanced as rapidly as by the ordinary public

acter

school

demanding longer hours

sessions,

tion.

of

instruction

and

with a marked improvement in their general condi-

restraint,
'

Training.

Industrial
tain

[Jan.

— This

has been conducted along cer-

with the purpose of emphasizing practical rather

lines

than theoretical training.

Dressmaking, farming, gardening,

cobbling, carpentry, cooking, housework, laundry work, steam
fitting,
all

plumbing, painting, typewriting and

been taught as a part

ofiice

work have

of the daily instruction of the older

children.

Play.

— The

educational value of play has been utilized by

the development of sports, including baseball and such outdoor
activities

The

as were possible to cripples.

usual success of

the baseball team, played by partially paralyzed or even legchildren

less

using

artificial

limbs,

in

competition with the

healthy boys of the neighborhood, was a marked tribute to
the introduction of team work and training.

A

with musical instruction, and a guitar club for the

oped musical talent and helped the

brass band,
girls

devel-

discipline of the school.

Development of Chakacter and fitting for Bread-

3.

winning Occupations.

When
first

it

is

remembered that a

large

number

of

children

placed in the school were taken from almshouses, with in-

heritances which

may

certainly be said to be of a character that

would discourage advocates in eugenics, the result of the training

and future career of any of the pupils of the school is of great
Although the work of the school has been in operation only a short time, enough has been shown to illustrate in
many cases unusual results under most unpromising condiThis has been shown by the development of character
tions.
and the obtaining by a few graduates of the school good breadwinning positions. The records of the school will show what
interest.

may

be considered surprising results in this particular.

The assembly

hall,

erected

by a

special grant of the Legisla-

PUBLIC
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ture, has

and

social
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great value for educational, religious

itself of

purposes in improving the activities and social work

of the school.

The
which

barn, which has already been finished, and the
is

cows to furnish the school
of great

cow barn,

nearly done, will be able to accommodate sufficient
its

own milk

supply,

—a

matter

importance in protecting the health of the school.

Previous reports have referred to the growing need in our
State of trained farm attendants, and experience has

that practical training in agricultural pursuits

as for

coming from country
those who should lead an outdoor life.

boys,

if

sirable for certain pupils

may

properly trained,

kinds of farm work.

successfully

It should also

its

milk supply.

especially de-

districts as well

Many

crippled

perform various

be borne in mind that an

institution for children should not be entirely

the market for

is

shown

The

dependent upon

school will soon be able

to care for a small herd of cows in the

cow barn which has

been in process of construction during the past summer and

now

A

nearing completion.

is

small building with the necessary

apparatus for the proper care of milk, the cleansing of utensils,

and the purchase

of such

articles

as cannot be regarded as

Avill

sum

be appropriated for

of 12,700 should

and the purchase

and the
a dairy equipment

cost approximately $1,000,

items of maintenance,

of cows.

The important question
under consideration.

of

improved water supply

still

is

Realizing the uncertainty of being able

to procure an adequate supply of water from wells drilled into

bed rock

for the present

we deemed

it

and prospective needs

advisable to

make a determined

a supply from some other source.

of the school,

effort to secure

Negotiations were entered

into with the owners of Reservoir Pond, so called, which our

land adjoins, for

its

a supply therefrom.

purchase outright, or the right to

Owing

pump

to its value to the owners as a

source of power for the use of their mills in Canton,

its

pur-

money available, and
high that we were unwilling

chase was impossible with the amount of
its

to

value placed by the owners so

recommend a

further appropriation sufficient to

buy

it.

After securing permission of the several owners of near-by
land, test borings were made, with the results stated in the

MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.
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supply,

met

of
its

our

superintendent.

[Jan.

Having located an apparent

distance from the school and the difficulties to be

in its delivery to our service pipes are so great that

have determined to begin work at once upon bed rock

we

drilling.

The Board wishes to express its high appreciation of the
work of its superintendent, who has intelligently met the problems which have been presented to him and brought the institution to a high state of efficiency.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWARD

H.

BRADFORD.

LEONARD W. ROSS.
ALFRED S. PINKERTON.
WILLIAM

WALTER

F.

C.

FITZGERALD.
BAYLIES.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To

the Trustees of the

Massachusetts Hospital School.

hereby submit the sixth annual report of the Massachusetts

I

Hospital School for the year ending Nov. 30, 1913.

Four hundred and
since Jan. 14, 1908,

There were
82

when

the

children have been cared for

first

in the school Dec.

exclusive of 10 children

girls,

on

sixty-five

1,

child

was admitted.

1912, 228,

who were

— 146 boys

visit.

There have been admitted during the year

and 24

and

temporarily absent

57,

— 33

boys

The whole number under treatment was, thereThe largest number at any one time was 257, the

girls.

fore, 295.

and the daily average 235.83. Forty-five chilwhom 35 were boys and 10 girls,
leaving at the close of the year 250,
153 boys and 97 girls.
The Admissions.
The average age on admission was seven
years, eleven months as compared with nine years, ten months
in 1912.
Of the 57 children received, 26 were suffering from
smallest, 202,

dren were discharged, of

—

—

of the joints or bones, 17 from some form of
and 14 from rickets, malnutrition and deformities
of various kinds.
As a class, the children have been much
more amenable to orthopedic treatment and decidedly keener
mentally than the surgically helpless and feeble-minded patients who were naturally numbered among our first admissions
from other institutions. The number of girls has also rela-

tuberculosis
paralysis

tively increased,

that

and the waiting

list

of applicants gives

we may eventually have about an equal number

promise
of

both

sexes.

The Discharges.

— There

were 45 discharges, of

whom

24, or

53 per cent., after an average residence of one hundred and
sixty-four

weeks,

were either capable of self-support or

re-

covered so that they could be classed with normal children.

Nine were feeble-minded and should never have been

certi-

MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.
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various reasons,

— such
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7 were taken against advice for

mother longing to have her child
operation, and pride of parents un-

as a

at home, fear of surgical

able to reimburse the place of settlement for board.

One hope-

and almost completely paralyzed boy, having been taught
to read and get some enjoyment in life, was discharged as
lessly

unpromising for further advancement.
one of chronic nephritis,
disease of the heart;

Two

patients died,

—

amyloid degeneration and organic

the other of tuberculous meningitis

fol-

lowing extensive spinal tuberculosis.

The occupations
self-support

of

steam laundry
2

girls;

which the discharged pupils are capable
clerical and telephone operator, 1 boy;

in

are:

assistants, 2 boys;

messenger,

1

boy;

cooking and domestic work,

carpenter and operator of wood-

working machines, 1 boy; cobbling and leather work, 1 boy;
farming and gardening, 2 boys.
Five of the self-supporting

from the grades and have the school

cases were graduated

diploma;

the others either recovered before completing our

prescribed course or, having passed the compulsory school age,

were thought to be better suited
further study in school.

There has been but

little difficulty in

finding an opportunity

for our pupils to be given a trial at self-support.

probable,

than for

for vocational effort

It

seems

however, that as the number increases some step

should be taken toward the establishment of a system through

which the economic independence
uates could be assured.

With

agency in different sections
its

pupils

more

definitely

of certain

handicapped grad-

the co-operation of a directing

of the State, the school could train

for

the industrial opportunities in

the districts into which they are most likely to go.

and the
present members have been able to follow to a happy termination the long continued nonoperative treatment which enables many bedridden and wheel-chair cases to walk about
with crutches. There has been less general sickness and the
There have been no changes in the medical

health record for the year has been excellent.

staff,

The

routine

medical and surgical work, however, has been heavy because
of the large
cases,

number

of plaster of Paris, splint

and an outbreak

of measles in the early

and apparatus
summer. At

PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No.
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the close of the year 179 patients were wearing braces, splints,
or apparatus of
dressings.

some form,

On May

of

whom

22 required daily surgical

17 a relief nurse sought medical advice for

symptoms which she regarded as due to a cold and sore
She was immediately isolated in her own bedroom
domestic science cottage, which was quarantined wdth
occupants,

including

a

nurse

and

14

throat.

the

at
all

its

Investigation

girls.

showed that she had not been away from the institution for
more than three weeks, except on May 6, when she went to
Boston eleven days previous to her asking medical advice.
She developed all the characteristic symptoms of measles.
Every individual in the institution was kept under close observation and systematically examined for throat and other early
symptoms of the disease. Eleven days following the quarantine
precautions at the domestic science cottage, a boy at the east
relief nurse had never been employed,
showed suspicious symptoms of measles and was promptly
isolated.
He remembered having passed the relief nurse outof-doors about two weeks previously at a distance of some 12
or 15 feet. In an equally mysterious way 57 cases of measles
followed;
but timely isolation and quarantine prevented a

dormitory, where the

The boys' cottage was reserved
more extensive epidemic.
for the cases which extended over a period of twelve weeks,
three daj^s. All cases made complete and uncomplicated convalescence.
Photographic and X-ray records have been much
improved, and case histories more carefully systematized. A
daily record has been
so that definite results

consulting

orthopedic

made of each child in the institution,
can now be tabulated for study. The
surgeons

generously without thought of

have given

time

their

money and have made

most

a surgical

record of every child at entrance and at subsequent examinations.

The

report shows 334 appointments,

dentist's

490 operations as follows: 80 amalgam
ings;

6 gutta percha fillings;

17 root

that each child

102 extractions;

72 treatments;

fillings;

may have

fillings;

resulting in

36 cement

and 168 cleanings.

In order

a dental examination at least twice

each year, arrangement should be made for the dentist to

two days weekly.

fill-

9 examinations;

visit

MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.
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School.
The increase in the number of pupils taking classroom work has made necessary the employment of an additional teacher and the opening of another classroom. Our sub-

primary,

second and

first,

make two

necessary to

is

fifth,

grades are so large that

The hours

divisions of each.

it

are

from one hour in the subprimary divisions
two hours for some of the upper grades. Most of the classes
have one and one-half hours a day. All our school work is
done in the open air, in the sense that windows in the two
inside rooms are kept constantly open to as great an extent
as the weather permits, while the outside rooms are occupied
throughout the year. There is an increasing number of pupils
who for some reason, such as long-continued absence from
class through illness, are unable to take the work of their regular grade, and I would recommend that an ungraded division
be formed with another teacher at an early date.
The opening of the assembly hall and library has added
as in former years,

to

new

to the lives

interest

On

the children.

of

the opening

evening an entertainment entirely by school talent was presented.

some

A

There was a three-act

farce,

of the pupils in the vocal

number

music by the band and

music

class.

both by

local and non-resident
have been given throughout the year. The boys and
girls have appeared in several plays, and a black-face minstrel
show was presented at the close of the summer term.

of entertainments,

talent,

In April, through the courtesy of the superintendent of the

Wrentham

State School, a group of about 50 pupils from that

institution

gave an operetta under the leadership of their

efficient teachers.

The library
member of the
and

is

-opened daily under the supervision of some

teaching

staff,

for a reading room.

An

both for the distribution
effort is being

made

of

books

to co-ordi-

nate the work of the school with that of the library.

The band has gained
and

increasing skill during the past year,

has, with great credit to the school, furnished music at

the Ponkapoag

fair

and

picnics, to

which a large number

of

our children have been given complimentary admission.

An

interesting addition to the musical

the mandolin and guitar club, which was

life

made

of the school

possible

is

by the
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a set of instruments at Christmas

13 girls of the club are receiving instruction weekly,

and hope soon to give as much pleasure to their hearers as
do the boys of the band.
A lively interest in baseball has been maintained, games
having been played nearly every Saturday afternoon with normal boys of this and adjoining towns. By superior team play
and nature's law of compensation, our boys were able to finish
the season with a high average of victories.
All the holidays

served.

have as heretofore been appropriately ob-

July 4 was celebrated by athletic sports in the fore-

noon, a picnic on the lake shore given in the afternoon, and
a display of fireworks in the evening.

The Hallowe'en

celebration

was given

in

two

parts,

—a

sunlight party for the younger pupils and an evening gathering

upper grades.

for those in the

Thanksgiving

Day was

given a most homelike touch at the

domestic science and farm cottages when the

had the pleasure

and boys

girls

of helping to prepare as well as to eat their

dinner.

Christmas,

long

anticipated

and

thoroughly

absorbing,

is

always made the crowning event of the year.

The

class of

1913 though small in numbers had the honor

of being the first to use the

exercises in June.

An

assembly hall for

interesting feature

the presence of several former pupils, some

of

its

graduating

the event was

who

are

now

self-

and others who are engaged in further study.
They spoke briefly and helpfully of their experiences since leaving the school.
The band furnished music and the hall was
" Labor
decorated with the school colors. The class motto
Conquers All Things"
hung above the stage. Some members of the class have already demonstrated in the life of the
world the motto of their choice.
Specialized training with a view to wage earning has increased with the growth of the school and has been carried
on uninterruptedly with the vast majority of the children,
and especially with the older ones. The necessary work in
and about the institution requires the services of many skilled
employees who, when judiciously selected, trained and supersupporting

—

—

MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.
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practical instructors.

The

intimate daily relationship which exists between practically

employees and the children renders

it

all

possible to extend our

educational methods far beyond the scholastic instruction of
LTnder close medical direction children have

the classroom.

been encouraged to

assist in the various

departments, but their

productive effort has been wholly upon a voluntary basis and
directed b}^ other influences than those of authority.

In this

way, as well as by observation in the grades, the developing
been estimated, and industrial

intelligence of each child has
classes

organized

in

accordance

with probable capacity for

future self-support.

The cow barn

for

of 1913, chapter 38,

pentry

class,

which $3,000 was appropriated, Resolves
being shingled by two boys in the car-

is

and the

glass

being set by another boy

for

its

seventy-two windows

who has become much

is

interested in

work at the paint shop.
The foundations for another cottage for girls have been laid,
steam, water and sewer tunnels completed, and it is hoped to
The building
get the building closed in before cold weather.
accommodate
is similar to the boys' cottage and designed to
With its completion we shall be
30 girls and 2 employees.
able to accommodate 300 children and the necessary officers
and employees, in accordance with chapter 446 of the Acts
of 1904.
Since the original appropriation of $300,000 was
made, the shorter hours of labor have necessitated the employment of more help than was then anticipated. Wages
have also materially increased, and there has been a decided
advance in the cost of lumber and building materials. It is
somewhat doubtful, therefore, whether the cow barn and cottage can be completed within the amounts appropriated, although every effort is being made to do so.
Test wells have been driven for the purpose of determining
the nearest point at which an adequate water supply could

be found.

Because of the great uncertainty as to depth and

yield of artesian wells,
first

whether

it

was deemed advisable to ascertain
which was absent on our own

surface water,

property, could not be found elsewhere within reasonable distance,

and

of

sufficient

quantity and quality for our needs.
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were made on the Tolman farm, about one-half

mile east of our boiler house and near Reservoir Pond, with
the following results:

No.

1,

213^2 feet deep, 5 gallons of

34 feet deep, no water;

water per minute;

deep, 4 gallons of water per minute.

All wells

No.
AA^ere

3,

No.

2,

16 feet

driven to

bed rock, and the formation throughout was found to be

fine

sand clay, almost hard pan.

We

then went to the Gibson property, about one-third of a

mile from our east line, where one well to bed rock revealed

muck and 10
then made two tests on
9 feet of

We

hard pan, but no water.

feet of

Shaw place, about one-fourth mile
Tolman farm, one, 24 feet 2 inches,
deep.
In both cases the muck was 8
the

east of the tests on the

and the other, 11

feet

and the second test was discontinued for that reason.
The first well showed a yield of 40 gallons per minute, but
the quality on account of the muck was undesirable.
We then made three tests on the Deane place on Turnpike
Street; No. 1 was 16 feet deep and yielded 30 gallons per
minute; No. 2 was 15 feet deep and yielded 40 gallons per
minute; No. 3 was 26 feet deep and there was no water below
13 feet.
The formation was mostly coarse sand and gravel,
no muck or clay showing.
On account of the shallowness of the wells on the Deane
property and the distance of piping, which could not be done
feet deep,

within the

sum

appropriated,

it

now seems advisable to
own property near

to procure a deep water supply on our

try

the

power plant.
The farm land has been improved by plowing and clearing
of stones, which are gradually diminishing each year, and about
3 acres of wild land which have been

made ready

for tillage

next season.

The water commissioners were again

obliged to prohibit the

use of

water on lawns and gardens during July and August,

and

crops suffered in our dry

all

soil,

while

vegetable plants were a complete failure.

many young
Our

winter

tables

were

bounteously supplied, however, and with the independent water

supply we hope to have installed before another season,
probable that we can grow
necessarv for our use.

all

it

is

the green and winter vegetables
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There have been 6,398 pounds

of
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pork dressed, and the follow-

33^ tons hay, 2 tons rye straw, 20 tons
ensilage, 547 bushels potatoes, 167 bushels beets, 743^^ bushels

ing crops harvested:

turnips,

95 bushels carrots, 61 bushels mangels,

16 bushels

parsnips, 5 bushels lettuce, 7 bushels radishes, 61 bushels horse
carrots,

113>^ bushels peas,

38 bushels string beans, 984 dozen

ears sweet corn, 28 bushels

20

tomatoes,

ripe tomatoes,

bushels spinach,

bushels green

Q}/2

93^ bushels beet greens,

2^

bushels cucumbers, 6 bushels onions, 79 heads early cabbage,

630 heads stone

mason cabbage, 535 heads Wakefield cab-

bage, 300 heads red cabbage, 6 bushels parsley.

For the

first

time since the school was established

probable that nurses of our
to supervise

from other

and

direct the

institutions,

own

it

seems

training are better qualified

routine

ward work than nurses

where neither training nor experience

in the care of ambulatory orthopedic patients

and adolescent

Our own nurses are not, however,
sufficiently skilled in operating room technique to meet surgical
emergencies which may arise, and I believe it is now advisable
to introduce some systematic training and instruction for our
nurses, not only as a means of developing the most competent
ward service possible but also that long and efiicient devotion
to the work may be recognized by the giving of a certificate
boys and

girls

is

given.

of training.

In the belief that

it is

now time

to again change our organi-

zation to keep pace with our growth and to meet present re-

quirements, appointments were not

made

to

fill

the vacancies

caused by the retirement at the close of the year of Miss

Blanche B. Pulsifer and Mrs. Agnes R. Gay, who rendered
creditable service as head nurses.

Miss Alice MacAdam, one

of our

most energetic assistant

nurses for nearly five years, was appointed supervisor, and

candidates are being considered for a

new

position,

that of

nurse to act as executive assistant and teacher in the nursing

department.

Mr. William H. Coffin resigned as chief engineer, after two
years and seven months of most loyal and efficient service,
to accept a more desirable position nearer his family, and he
was succeeded by Mr. S. C. Rogers, who comes highly recommended.
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Miss Mary W. Wentworth, our most conscientious and dependable clerk since the opening of the institution, was obliged
to retire in August on account of ill health, and the vacancy
thus

was most acceptably filled by the temporary
Miss Harriet R. Burwell.

caused

appointment

of

Mrs. Lillian

S.

torious service,

Swimm, with another long

record of meri-

was advanced to take Miss Burwell's place as

housekeeper.

With our workmen engaged
the

many

in the erection of

extraordinary repairs

made

new

buildings,

necessary by the imper-

have been carried on as rapidly
and west dormitories have been

fections in the original buildings

Both the

as possible.

east

sheathed below the chair
plastering replaced with
oil

paint.

A

rails,

a large portion of the inferior

new and given two

coats of lead and

retaining wall has been built on either side of

the steam mains leading from the boiler

room

to the east dor-

mitory, and a granolithic walk leading to the laundry and connecting with the engine

rooms

room

stairs

has been completed.

Sev-

have been refinished,
and much outside painting done.
There are many changes to be made in the storerooms and
refrigerators if we are to accommodate more than 300 children,
as now seems likely, and it is probable that a separate small
building to. be used as a bakery, and located between the
kitchen and industrial building, will be found to be the best
solution of providing more room for refrigeration.
Another
growing need is a school building, as the present accommodations are rapidly becoming inadequate.
The east dormitory
eral

in the administration building

could be utilized as a school building with practically
change, and the boys

now

quartered there very

much

little

better

cared for in two cottages of thirty beds each.

The cow barn which has been

in process of construction dur-

ing the past year will be ready for use in the spring, and I

would recommend that you ask for an appropriation of $2,700
for the purchase of cows and dairy equipment.
The demand for our annual reports from physicians, school
superintendents, social workers and the like has always been
far in excess of the

number provided

u)ider the law.

Of the 1,000 copies printed, we are allowed but 100, and I
would also recommend that you ask for legislation which will

MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.

22

permit the printing of 2,500 copies.

The

[Jan.

additional expense

would be but slightly more than the cost of the paper.
Maintenance expenses for the year amounted to $68,807.94,
which divided by the daily average number of children, 235.83,
gives a weekly per capita cost of $5.59.
In considering the per capita cost of maintenance it should
be borne in mind that
cations at home, the

many

of our children enjoy short va-

number making

visits for

the year being

204, representing 2,049 days absent, which materially affects

our daily average number without proportionately changing the
cost of maintenance.

The

cost of maintenance

but for the

would have been somewhat higher

failure of the contracting coal

our estimated year's supply of coal before

an unexpended balance

company
December

for coal to be returned

in our estimates for another year,

to deliver
1,

causing

and included

which should make our 1914

maintenance correspondingly higher.

A

most pleasant feature of the work throughout the year has
been the interest and hearty co-operation of the officers and
employees who have cheerfully given much voluntary service
and to whom I wish to express my grateful appreciation.
Respectfully submitted,

JOHN

E.

FISH,

Superintendent.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.
Commonwealth

Crippled and deformed children of the

tween the ages

of five

and

fifteen,

who

be-

are mentally competent

to attend the public schools, are eligible for admission.

Feeble-minded and epileptic children

Payment

for the

will

advance, unless sufiicient surety therefor

The

institution

is

not be received.

board of private patients must be made in
is

given.

located on Randolph Street in the

town

of

Canton, about one-eighth of a mile from the Blue Hill Street

Railway and one and one-half miles from Canton and Canton
Junction stations on the New York, New Haven & Hartford
Railroad.
Post-ofiice address.

Canton, Mass.

Applications for admission should be
tendent.

made

to the superin-

24
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VALUATION
Nov.

30, 1913.

Real Estate.
Land, 65 acres,
Administration building, two dormitories and power house.

$15,000 00
147,184 08
23,849 77

Infirmary,
Industrial building,

12,478 10

Assembly haU,

29,440 33

Girls' cottage,

6,133 68

Boys' cottage.

12,559 08

New

girls'

2,194 55

cottage.

Stable,

3,640 46

New barn,
Cow barn,

5,995 01
2,370 28

751 00

Three isolation houses,
Goat house and henhouse,
Four portable hog cots,
Shop,

280 00
200 00
150 00

....

2,370 06

Granolithic walks.

^264,596 40

Total,

Personal Property
Food,
Clothing,

Furnishings,

....
....

3,843 40

Repairs and improvements,
Miscellaneous,

Total,

1,368 72

22,941 27
8,497 47

Heat, light and power,

Farm, stable and grounds,

$2,693 17

.

6,658 26
5,473 44

$51,475 73
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To

the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

submit the following report of the finances of
this institution for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1913:
I respectfully

—

Cash Account.
Balance Dec.

1,

5,029

1912,

Receipts.

Institution Receipts.

Board

of inmates:

Private,

.

—
.

.

'

.

44
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Payments.
treasury of Commonwealth, institution receipts,
Maintenance appropriations

To

:

Balance November schedule, 1912,
Eleven months' schedules, 1913,

November advances,

),720

—

.

.

42

$4,858 35
62,760 68
2,195 45

.

.

69,814 48
Special appropriations

:

—
$23,934 80

Approved schedules.
Less advances, last year's report,

.

.

.

.

632 15

.

$23,302 65
378 13

November advances.

23,680 78

Balance Nov. 30, 1913: —

92
93 50

In bank,
In office.

1,632

1,726 42

$134,942 10

Total,

Maintenance.
$73,614 00
68,807 94

Appropriation,
Expenses (as analyzed below).
.

Balance reverting to treasury of Commonwealth,

Salaries,

wages and labor:

—

Analysis of Expenses

....
.....
....

John Euclid Fish, superintendent.
General administration,
Medical service,
Ward service (male) ($17 not on pay

Ward

$4,806 06

$2,750 00
11,071 32
1,460 00
2,470 97
8,785 32

roll).

service (female),

Repairs and improvements ($41.88 not on pay
1,764 98

roll)

Farm, stable and grounds ($18 not on pay

Food:

roll),

1,980 78

28
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Amount

brought forward,

—

Farm, stable and grounds:
Blacksmith and supplies,
Carriages, wagons, etc., and
Fertilizers, vines, seeds, etc.,

Hay,

grain, etc..

Harnesses and repairs.

Automobile supplies,
Other live stock.
Tools, farm machines,
Sundries,

Religious services.

etc..

repairs,

82.
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Resources and Liabilities.
Resources.

Cash on hand,

$1,726 42

November cash vouchers

—

(paid

from

money)
Account of maintenance,
Account of special appropria:

$2,195 45

.

tions,

advance

....

378 13
2,573 58

Due from

treasury of Commonwealth account of
November, 1913, schedule

1,747 26

$6,047 26
Liabilities.

Schedule of November

$6,047 26

bills,

Per Capita.
During the year the average number

of inmates has been 235.83.
Total cost for maintenance, $68,807.94.
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $5,595.
Receipt from sales, $148.42.
Equal to a weekly per capita of $0,012.
All other institution receipts, $39,572.
Equal to a weekly per capita of $3,219.
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LAWS RELATING TO THE MASSACHUSETTS
HOSPITAL SCHOOL.
Acts of

An Act

to establish

1904,

Chapter

446.

the Massachusetts School and Home

FOR Crippled and Deformed Children.

Be

it

enacted,

Section

etc.,

as follows:

The

1.

governor, with the advice and consent of the

council, shall appoint five persons

who

shall constitute the

Board

and Home for Crippled
and Deformed Children, the purpose of which shall be the education and care of the crippled and deformed children of the comof Trustees of the Massachusetts School

monwealth.

The

trustees shall hold office for terms of one, two,

and five years, respectively, beginning with the first
Monday of December in the present year, and until their respective
successors are appointed and qualified; and previous to the first
Monday in December in each year thereafter the governor shall
in like manner appoint one such trustee to hold office for the term
of five years, beginning with the first Monday in December of
the year of his appoiutment, and until his successor is appointed
and qualified. Any such trustee may be removed by the governor,
with the advice and consent of the council. Any vacancy occurring
in said board shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.
Section 2. The lands held by said trustees in trust for the
commonwealth for the use of said school and home, as hereinafter
provided, shall not be taken for a street, highway or railroad with-

three, four

out leave of the general court specially obtained.

Section

3.

The

trustees shall be a corporation for the

same

purposes for which the trustees of each of the state insane hospitals
are

made

a corporation by section twenty-three of chapter eighty-

seven of the Eevised Laws, with all the powers necessary to carry
said purposes into effect.

Section

4.

The

trustees shall select a site for the school

and
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have power to purchase land therefor, subject to
the approval of the governor and council, and to erect on such
land suitable buildings to hold not less than three hundred children and the officers, employees and attendants, and to provide
for the equipment and furnishing of said buildings provided, how-

home; and

shall

:

ever, that the expenditure for carrying out the purposes of this

act shall not exceed three

made

ture shall be

therefor, until the plans

council,

hundred thousand

dollars.

No

expendi-

for the erection of buildings except for plans

have been approved by the governor and
shall be given unless the governor

and no such approval

and
and completion of buildings and the equipment and

and council

shall be satisfied that the cost of the real estate

the erection

furnishing of the same, so as to be ready for occupancy, will not

The

exceed three hundred thousand dollars.

make

authority to

all

contracts

and employ

all

trustees shall have

agents necessary to

carry into effect the provisions of this act.

The

same powers and shall
management and
control of the said school and home, as are vested in, and required
of, the trustees of the various state insane hospitals under chapter
Section

5.

trustees shall have the

be required to perform the same duties in the

eighty-seven of the Eevised Laws, so far as said chapter

is

appli-

cable.

Section

6.

When

the buildings constructed under the provi-

sions of this act are so far completed that in the opinion of the
trustees they

may

properly be used for the purposes of the school

and home, the trustees shall notify the governor, who shall thereupon issue his proclamation establishing the school and home.
Section 7. After the establishment of the school and home
the trustees shall receive no compensation for their services, but
they shall be reimbursed from the treasury of the commonwealth
for all expenses actually incurred by them in the performance of
their official duties.

Section

8.

The

trustees

may

appoint, and, subject to the ap-

proval of the governor and council,

may

fix

the salaries of all per-

sons necessary for the proper administration of the affairs of the
school and home, and may incur all expenses necessary for the
maintenance of the school and home.

Section 9. The charges for the support of the children of the
and home who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same,

school

or have persons or kindred

bound by law

to

maintain them, shall

be paid by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate
to be

determined by the trustees of the school and home.

The
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board of such children as have a legal settlement in some city or
town shall be paid by such city or town if such children are received at the school

and home on the request

the poor of such city or town.
receive other children

The

trustees

who have no means

board ; and the tuition and board of

all

of the overseers of

may

in their discretion

pay for tuition and

to

such children shall be paid

from the treasury of the commonwealth.
Section 10. There shall be a thorough visitation of the school
and home by two of the trustees thereof monthly, and by a majority of them quarterly, and by the whole board semi-annually,
and

after each visitation a written report of the state of the in-

drawn up, which

stitution shall be

meeting to be held in December.
tees shall

and

make

council,

and

shall be presented at the

annual

At the annual meeting the

trus-

a detailed report of their doings to the governor
shall audit the report of the treasurer,

be presented at said annual meeting, and transmit

it

which

shall

with their

annual report to the governor and council.
Section 11. The accounts and books of the treasurer shall at
all

times be open to the inspection of the trustees.

Section

12.

The

state

board of charity shall have general super-

and home, and may, when so directed by
the governor, assume and exercise the powers of the board of trustees of said school and home in any matter relating to the management thereof.
Section 13. For the purpose of meeting expenses incurred
under the provisions of this act the treasurer and receiver general
is hereby authorized, with the approval of the governor and council,
to issue scrip or certificates of indebtedness to an amount not
exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, for a term not exceedvision of said school

ing twenty years.

Such

scrip or certificates of indebtedness shall

be issued as registered bonds or with interest coupons attached,

and

shall bear

interest at a

They

rate not

exceeding four per cent,

on the face thereof as the
Massachusetts School and Home for Crippled and Deformed Children Loan, shall be countersigned by the governor, and shall be
deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the commonwealth,

per annum.

shall be designated

and the principal and

interest shall be paid at the times specified

therein in gold coin of the United States or

its

equivalent; and

such scrip or certificates shall be sold and disposed of at public
auction, or in such other mode,

and

at such time

in such amounts, as the treasurer shall

deem

best.

and prices, and
Such amounts
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by taxation as will be siifficient, with the
pay the interest on the loan and the principal

shall be raised annually

interest thereon, to
as it falls due.

This act shall take

Section" 14.

proved June

8,

effect

upon

its

passage.

[Ap-

1904.
Acts of 1907, Chapter 226.

An"

Act to change the Name of the Massachusetts School
AND Home foe Ceippled and Deformed Children to the
Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be

it

enacted,

etc., as

follows:

The name of the Massachusetts School and Home
for Crippled and Deformed Children, established by chapter four
hundred and forty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
four, and located in the town of Canton, is hereby changed to
Section"

1.

the Massachusetts Hospital School.

Section

2.

This act shall take

effect

upon

its

passage.

[Ap-

proved March 20, 1907.
Acts of

An Act

1909,

Chapter

497.

relative to the Care of Certain" Children at the

Massachusetts Hospital School.
Be

it

enacted,

Section

1.

etc.,

as follows:

Chapter four hundred and forty-six of the acts

of the year nineteen

hundred and four

is

hereby amended by strik-

ing out section nine and inserting in place thereof the following:

—

The

may, upon the written application of
upon
such an application made by a parent, guardian, or person having
the legal custody of the child, or by any state or municipal board
or ofiBcial having such custody, admit such child to said school,
subject to such rules and regulations as the trustees may prescribe,
and the trustees may at their discretion discharge such child from
Sectio7i 9.

any child entitled

the school.
school

who

trustees

to receive the benefit of said school, or

The charges

for the support of the children of the

are of sufficient ability to pay for the same, or have

persons or kindred bound by law to maintain them, shall be paid

by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate to be
determined by the trustees of the school. The board of such children as have a legal settlement in some city or town shall be paid
by such city or town at a rate not exceeding four dollars a week.
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notice of the reception of the children by the trustees being given
city or town of settleand the tuition and board of those
having no such settlement shaU be paid by the commonwealth.

by them to the overseers of the poor of the

ment

The

as soon as

trustees

is

may

practicable;

in their discretion receive other children

who

and support, and the tuition
have no means to pay
shall
children
be paid from the treasury of
and board of all such
and district attorneys
attorney-general
The
the commonwealth.
for tuition

upon request bring action to recover said charges
Such charges
the treasurer and receiver general.

name

shall

in the

of

as are paid

by the commonwealth, or by any city or town, shall not be deemed
to have been paid as state or pauper aid, and no person shall be
deemed to be a pauper in consequence of his inability to pay for
the support of a child in said school. The admission of a child

deemed a commitment of the
and custody of the commonwealth, and the trus-

as aforesaid to the school shall be

child to the care
tees,

with the approval of the state board of charity,

may

in their

discretion detain the child at said school during its school age,

or for such longer period during
of the trustees will tend to

its

minority as in the opinion

promote the education and welfare of

the child.

Section

2.

This act shall take

proved June 15, 1909.

effect

upon

its

passage.

[Ap-

