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MASSACHUSETT HOSPITAL SCHOOL 
Established by Act of Legislature in 1904. 

3 

For the care and education .of the crippled and deformed children of the 
Commonwealth. 

A school with hospital facilities. 
Resident medical, nursing and teaching staff. 
Education and convalescence proceed together. 
Education of a crippled child is not charity any more than is the education 

of a normal child. . 
No form of surgical care or other treatment, however desirable or necessary 

it may be, can be regarded as complete which neglects the social, moral and 
mental growth of crippled children . . 

The school's curriculum is made up of the usual elementary subjects and its 
eighth grade diploma admits to public high school. There are vocational courses 
open to selected eighth grade graduates. 

Educational methods extend far beyond the scholastic instruction of the 
schoolroom. 

Every effort is made to put the child in a proper attitude toward life, to 
eliminate self-pity, to develop character and to teach him that physical disabil
ity is not the handicap he has been led to believe, but rather an inconvenience 
to be overcome. 

It has been found that the placing of crippled children under healthy condi
tions, thus directly stimulating opportunities for play, study and amusement, 
tends to destroy any sense of self-pity and teaches them to minimize or forget 
their disabilities. 

The educational methods of the school are based on the belief that the 
economic independence of crippled children depends even more upon their 
mental attitude towards a life of usefulness than upon their physical handicap. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been a leader in the work of train
ing crippled children, and the results shown by the record of graduates are a 
justifiable source of gratification to the citizens of the Commonwealth. 

TERMS OF ADMISSION 

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, between the ages of 
five and fifteen years, who are mentally competent to attend public school, are 
eligible for admission for hospital care and educational fraiping. 

Certain state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, epileptic or 
otherwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only. 

Payment for the board of private patients must be made in advance, unless 
sufficient surety therefor is given. 

The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town of Canton, about 
two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad. 

Automobile bus connects with two trains at Canton Junction station on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Postoffice address: Canton, Massachusetts. 
Applications for admission should be made to the superintendent. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

To His Excellency the Governor and the Hono-rable Council: 
~n the first report of the trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School, 

WrItten twenty-seven years ago, are these words, "Especially is it clear that 
children with unimpaired intellects, but disabled only in the activity of their 
limbs, may be capable of the best development, providing a fitting opportunity 
is offered them." 

We may best appraise the importance of providing as a function of the 
State for the education and care of the crippled and deformed children of the 
Commonwealth by reviewing some of the undergraduate and alumni activities. 
A crippled child is cut off not only from bodily freedom, but largely from the 
important character-molding influences of social contact. Special effort must 
be made if he is not to be deprived of these. The school program is planned 
to draw out and use many of the social abilities of the students, as will appear 
from details elsewhere given in this report. Practice by a pupil in situations 
calling for poise, reliability and good team-play with his mates should devel9P 
qualities useful in adult life. Of the twenty-two who received the diploma of 
the school last June, five, or almost all who were able to be discharged, are 
continuing their educational training elsewhere. 

The alumni continue to demonstrate their worth as a body of able and 
admirable young men and women. The reports of progress that come to the 
school on such occasions as the Alumni Association reunion last June, when 150 
sat down to dinner at the school, or the annual Alumni meeting and installation 
of officers in November at Boston are consistently encouraging, in spite of the 
bad economic conditions of recent years. There are now numbered among our 
successful graduates an increasing number of interesting people. 

One of the earliest graduates supported herself in clerical work before 
marriage, although permanently crippled. She was left a young widow, and 
has gone back into industry as a bookkeeper and supported herself and her 
child. She now holds a responsible position, and her daughter is doing well in 
high school. A boy who graduated less than ten years ago was temporarily 
crippled by bone disease continuing through several years. While he was 
convalescing he completed his elementary school work. He recovered, was 
able to go home and complete high school. Through M. H. S. endowment funds 
he was enabled to enter the Museum School of Fine Arts. His work in sculp
ture has been promising and he has won scholarships each year besides par
tially supporting himself by studio work. His soap carvings done when a 
young boy in the grades may be said to have indicated the direction his inter
ests would take. 

Five of our alumni have proved their efficiency in the work of the world 
elsewhere, and have returned to be numbered among the valued employees of 
the school. One has gained the two preliminary college degrees, and is now 
working for the Ph. D. A young man who worked here on the farm after 
his graduation from our grades saved his money and took two years' further 
study at the Massachusetts State College at Amherst. He has been employed 
in his specialty ever since, and has now been sent to Boston to supervise the 
business of a new branch started by his employer. One of the recent graduates 
in stenography has, since reaching the age of twenty-one, passed the Civil 
Service examinations and is now employed in an impprtant State department. 
These instances and many more indicate that the standard of the school should 
be kept high, and that the interests of those of good or superior mentality 
should be given consideration in all plans for future development. 

Visitors coming to observe the school and confer with its officials have been 
numerous dUl'ing the past year. College classes in social problems are always 
inspiriting, and many physicians, nurses and others concerned in problems of 
public health have visited and observed the school. From Arizona and other 
distant states requests have come for details of our experiences in the care 
and training of crippled children, and for advice which may be helpful to 
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other commonwealths now starting work that was begun in our own at an 
earlier date. 

Formal acknowledgment of the need of some form of relief for the crippled 
children of the Commonwealth was made by the act of a generous legislature 
thirty-two years ago. At that time it was known that comparatively large 
numbers of crippled children were not receiving appropriate surgical care or 
adequate educational opportunities. It was not known, however, what par
ticular form of care and training would be more practical in guiding such 
children away from a state of helpless dependency into which they were drift
ing. Furthermore, the act of establishment was considered by some to be a 
piece of emotional philanthrophy. 

For these reasons, as well as for the mandatory statute limiting all costs, 
including land, buildings and equipment for both employees and patients, to a 
maximum of $1,000 per capita, the trustees were obliged to proceed cautiously 
along somewhat experimental lines and in low-cost construction. All the 
buildings erected under the original grant, with the exception of an adminis
tration building and a central heat, light and power plant, were of necessity 
of simple construction in wood. 

Guided by the light of experience in the care and training of crippled 
cl:ildren, Massachusetts has blazed a trail for others to follow. The build
ing program instituted twelve years ago has been advanced during the past 
year under the Federal Emergency Relief Administration by the erection of 
two model fire-proof cottages to replace one of two old wooden dormitories. 
Under a grant of $115,000 these two cottages were erected, furnished and 
equipped complete at a total cost of $101,271.78, leaving an unexpended balance 
of $13,728.22. 

Another major project for the year, also made p'ossible under P. W. A., 
was the construction of a sewer to connect with the South Metropolitan Dis
trict. An appropriation of $71,000 was made available for this much-needed 
improvement. Certain legal technicalities have delayed the payment of two 
land easement awards, one for $200 and the other for $175, but another unex
pended balance of approximately $28,500 is assured. 

In the latter part of May the trustees responded to the request for recom
mendations under the terms of the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 
1935 by submitting carefully-prepared plans and specifications for substantial 
fire-proof bui1dings to replace four wooden buildings which had served the 
purposes for which they were built. Having received no formal reply to this 
recommendation, the trustees again desire to call attention at this time to the 
following needs essential to a sound, long-range development of the public 
interest and the social welfare: . 

(1) Two cottages of thirty beds each to replace one old wooden dormitory 
of sixty-bed capacity. The need for these two cottage units is apparent to 
anyone at all familiar with the housing conditions at this institution. There 
is at present one old dormitory which was poorly planned and cheaply con
structed of wood thirty years ago when there was great uncertainty as to 
the type of crippled children the institution would be called upon to receive. 
This old dormitory has been subjected to the hardest kind of use continuously 
and repairs cannot keep pace indefinitely with such destructive influences as 
iron braces, crutches and wheel-carts manipulated by irresponsible children. 
During the past four years three fire-proof brick cottages have been built in 
accordance with the school's building program to provide for the removal of 
fire hazards. Two other cottages should be added to the group as replace
ment construction at an estimated cost of $125,000. 

(2) An industrial building and cold storage plant, another urgent need 
which the trustees have recommended to replace a factot:y type of building 
of light mill, open frame construction. The great need for this building also 
is apparent. There is at present a building of light factory construction in 
wood which was erected at a time when there was some uncertainty as to the 
future needs and educational equipment of an institution for crippled children, 
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when an inexpensive factory-type building seemed justifiable in the anticipation 
that it might be used for storage and supplies or given up altogether without 
material loss as the growth of the institution indicated the wisdom of per
manent construction for a more definite purpose. This wooden building, erected 
in 1910, cost but $6,239 and should be abolished for a building of substantial 
fire-proof construction. The institution never has had any cold storage 
facilities and under the plan recommended it is proposed to raze the present 
cheaply-constructed industrial building and to erect in its place a fire-proof 
building of one story with finished basement, the first story at grade providing 
four industrial classrooms easily accessible to crippled children, the basement 
at a lower grade on a natural slope to provide store room and cold storage 
facilities equally accessible to power plant and central kitchen. The removal 
of this building should not longer be delayed. Its replacement in fire-proof 
construction will involve an estimated expenditure of $45,000. 

(3) A nurses' home. When the institution was given the responsibility of 
providing for the hospital care of certain sick minor wards of the Child 
Guardianship Division of the State Department of Public Welfare it became 
apparent that the building originally planned for hospital patients and later 
remodeled as a nurses' home with two apartments for the families of the stew
ard and an assistant physician soon should be replaced. The old buildiing was 
not only inadequate when the trustees applied for a grant for its replacement 
under the items of the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act but the importance 
of a new and larger home for our nurses has become urgent under the forty
eight hour law. The trustees recommend a new nurses' home and complete plans 
have been prepared for a building of 167,200 cubic feet at an estimated con
struction cost of $95,000. 

In July the trustees also made recommendation under the Emergency Re
lief Appropriation Act for the installation of a sprinkler system for better 
fire protection in seven buildings provided it was not possible to obtain funds 
for the above-mentioned replacement construction. It is estimated that a 
sprinkler system can be installed in three cottages, the nurses' home, the indus
trial building, the East dormitory and administration building at a cost of 
$12,700. 

The trustees consider that the institution is particularly fortunate in being 
able to avail itself of the services of a board of medical consultants. These 
physicians, eminent in their special fields of neuropsychiatry, pediatrics, chil
dren's surgery and roentgenology, serve the institution without salary and 
make monthly visits to the Hospital School, on which visits the medical super
intendent and the resident physicians assemble the patients concerning whose 
condition expert advice is desired. Two other members of the consultation 
staff, also serving without salary, are on call for patients requiring expert 
advice concerning conditions of the eye, ear, nose and throat. We belive that 
in few communities would it be possible to find leaders in tpeir special fields sa 
ready to offer their services for the common good. We believe also that this 
unpaid board makes it possible for the institution to offer a very high grade 
of medical service for minor wards of the Commonwealth admitted for hospital 
care. 

The Superintendent's and Treasurer's reports are hereunto annexed and 
made a part of this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WALTER C. BAYLIES, Chairman 
WILLIAM F . FITZGERALD 
ANDREW MARSHALL 
ROBERT B. OSGOOD, M.D. 
ROBERT F. BRADFORD 

Trustees 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

To the T7'Ustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School: 
I beg to submit herewith a report of the operations of the Massachusetts 

Hospital School for the year ending November 30, 1935. 
There were in the institution on November 30, 1934, 268 children, 132 girls 

and 136 boys. There have been admitted 373 children, 179 girls and 194 boys. 
The whole number under treatment during the year was therefore 643. The 
maximum number at anyone time was 308, the minimum 124 and the average 
for the year, 271.87. The discharged numbered 350, of whom 174 were girls and 
176 boys; leaving in the institution at the end of the year 293 children, 138 
girls and 155 boys. 

The average age of all children admitted during the year was nine years, 
ten months and eleven days, the youngest being one month and nineteen days 
and the oldest nineteen years, nine months and eighteen days. 

Exclusive of eleven whose birthplaces were unknown, 325, or 87 per cent, 
of the 373 children admitted were born in Massachusetts; 32, or 9 per cent, 
were born in other parts of the United States, and 5, or 1 per cent, came fl'om 
foreign countries. The nativity of 113 fathers and 53 mothers was unknown. 
Out of the remainder 80, or 21 per cent, of the fathers and 141, or 38 per cent, 
of the mothers were born in Massachusetts; 59, or 16 per cent, of the fathel's 
and 58, or 16 per cent, of the mothers were born in other parts of the United 
States, and 121, or 32 per cent, of the fathers and 121, or 32 per cent, of the 
mothers were foreign born. 

Inasmuch as all children admitted to the institution are received at the 
infirmary for examination and classification, the statistics given above include 
children who came for educational reasons primarily as well as those who 
were admitted for hospital care only. 

Of the 65 children discharged from the school 17 had completed the pre
scribed course of study and were capable of self-support or of continuing their 
education elsewhere; 12 from the lower grades either had recovered or had 
made so much physical improvement that they were capable of attending pub
lic school in competition with normal girls and boys; 8 who were mentally 
unpromising were taken home or transferred to the Wrentham State School; 
15 who were not likely to derive benefit from further care or training a~ the 
school voluntarily were removed by their parents or guardians or for reasons 
of expediency dismissed on the initiative of the institution in recognition of its 
function of education as compared to custody and care; 5 were unable to 
remain under the law after reaching the age of twenty-one and had the M. H . 
S. diploma; 5 were removed against advice, and 3 children died from the fol
lowing causes : Tuberculosis of spine with amyloid degeneration of kidneys, 
liver and spleen; spina bifida, meningocele, congenital syphilis; calcinosis un i
versalis. 

Of the 285 hospital cases discharged during the year 233 were recovered, 
9 were much improved, 33 were improved, 5 were not improved, 1 was dis
charged as mentally unpromising and 4 children died from the following 
causes: Bilateral otitis media, lateral sinus thrombosis, pyemia; appendicitis, 
peritonitis, lobar pneumonia; chronic endocarditis, rheumatic; diarrhea and 
enteritis. 

The scientific work of the hospital has been continued along the lines men~ 
tioned in previous reports. While much of .the time of the resident medical 
staff of necessity has been done day after day as an official routine, such as 
the fitting and adjustment of hundreds of pieces of orthopedic apparatus and 
the systematic recordiing of symptoms and physical examinations, our physi
cians perform a mission of great value by cultivating the acquaintance of 
parents and by participating in the social life of our children, whose necessi
ties make such a strong appeal to the human heart. A distinguished surgeon, 
upon the occasion of a visit to the school, hearing a small patient cheerfully 
ask of the physician in attendance, "Please, doctor, when may I have my 
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operation?" was impressed to the point of saying that only by such friendly 
cooperation between surgeon and patient could the best results be achieved. 

During the year the following 

SURGICAL OPERATIONS 

have been performed: Alcoholic injection of spinal canal 1; appendectomy 2; 
bilateral osteotomy of tibiae for bow legs 1; bilateral radical mastoid with 
exposure of lateral sinuses 1; Biopsy-right gastrocnemius muscle 1; circum
cision 4; cuneiform osteotomy of femur 1; excision of scar for correction of 
contracture 1; excision of tumor of ear 1; Fitchet operation 1; Hoke stabiliz
ing operation 1; hydrocele of cord 1; incision and drainage of abscess of 
cervical gland 1; incision and drainage of abscess of forearm 1; incision and 
drainage of axillary abscess 1; incision and drainage of cyst of canal of ear 1; 
incision and drainage of gluteal abscess 1; incision and drainage of hematoma 
in old hip scar 1; incision and drainage of popliteal abscess 1; manipulation 
of knee 1; mastoid 1; paracentesis of ear 1; plastic 6; radical cure of dentig
erous cyst 1; radical cure of inguinal hernia 1; radical cure of umbilical hernia 
1; reduction of dislocated radial epiphysis 1; removal of screw from femur 1; 
removal of wen 1; sequestrectomy 1; tenotomy and osteotomy of tarsus 1; 
tenotomy of tendo Achilles 1; tenotomy of tendo Achilles and plantar fascia 2; 
tonsillectomy and adenectomy 159; paracentesis of ear (employee) 1. 

It has been necessary from time to time during the year to observe rigid 
quarantine precautions at the infirmary to prevent the spread of contagious 
diseases. One boy who entered for tonsil and adenoid operation was found 
upon admission to have nasal diphtheria. One child came down with measles 
a few days after admission. One employee and 5 children had German 
measles. There were 20 cases of chicken pox and mumps appeared in 17 chil
dren and 1 employee. 

DENTAL OPERATIONS 

to the number of 1,687 have been performed as follows: 553 amalgam 
fillings; 167 cement and amalgam fillings; 22 synthetic fillings; 39 zinc oxide 
fillings; 11 cement fillings; 119 vax amalgam fillings; 68 Kryptex fillings; 23 
root canal fillings; 196 extractions; 105 X-rays; 307 treatments; 77 fissures 
polished. 

In reporting upon the general oral hygiene of our entire patient population 
the dentist states that highly satisfactory results were observed in her sys
tematic check-up. The dental hygienist, who examines the mouth of each, 
child on an average of once every three months, gave prophylactic treatment 
in 1,296 cases. 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 

Every problem referred to the physiotherapist has been met with unfailing 
interest and enthusiasm. Increasing effort is being made to improve equipment 
which was considered reasonably good as a foundation a few years ago but 
which is inadequate according to present day standards. Patients selected as 
susceptible of improvement under physiotherapy have been assigned for 
treatment in classes such as the post-operative group, the poliomyelitis group, 
the scoliosis group, the cerebral palsy group, etc. Such an arrangement not 
only stimulates interest in competitive accomplishment but conserves the physi
otherapist's time so that she is able to direct outdoor sports anq recreational 
activities. Baseball, swimming, hikes, rodeos, outdoor parties, coasting and 
skating, all are popular in season. The time seems opportune to consider 
whether we should not have a swimming pool as a physiotherapeutic need 
which is being recognized with increasing insistence in orthopedic circles. 

Members of the board of consultants have been most generous of their time 
and skill in responding to our call for expert advice in special cases, and I wish 
once more to make acknowledgement to them for their helpful interest in the 
welfare of the school in its relation to scientific diagnosis and treatment in 
which they are inspiring leaders. 
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Rearrangement of the nursing service under a shorter hour week already 

has been found to have many advantages when compared to minor difficulties 
in administration. Additional employees for whom the institution had no 
available living accommodations were selected from a long list of applicants 
sadly in need of employment whose homes were not far away. Several others 
previously employed as residents, wno were willing to be changed to a non
resident basis, made room for registered graduate nurses. More frequent 
shifting of responsibility in the nursing care of patients also requires many 
adjustments in the assignment of working hours, and arrangements must 
be made to provide wholesome recreational opportunities during the free time 
of nurses in residence. 

Fortunately there has been no essential change in the official family. Fol
lowing the usual custom it has been possible to fill vacancies by promotion on 
merit and length of service, and new employees beginning as' subordinates 
have reason to anticipate advancement upon the same basis. From June 26 
to August 31, 1935, Dr. Edmund L. Carey, a recent graduate of Boston College 
and Tufts Medical School, rendered most acceptable service as vacation assist
ant while awaiting an appointment at the Carney Hospital. 

The total number enrolled upon our school lists this year has been 26'4. A 
tabulation of our data for attendance follows: 

Class Average Average Per cent of 
membership daily attendance attendance 

Grades 7-8-Commercial 62+ 60+ 97 
Grades 4-5-6 55+ 53+ 96+ 
Grades 2-3 43+ 41+ 94+ 
Grades 1 - sub-primary 26+ 24+ 92+ 
Special ungraded 38+ 36+ 96+ 

With public attention in recent months increasingly centered upon the wel
fare of crippled children, particularly with reference to the ways and means 
and results of care and training, the admirable report of our social worker, 
Miss Ruth Park, should be of special interest and is therefore unchanged for 
presentation herewith, as follows: 

"All of our pupils have suitable graded instruction in music and handicraft. 
Pre-vocational experience as a kind of part-time apprentice working at some 
one of the many jobs required by our community needs is furnished for selected 
older pupils in accordance with their physical condition and mental ability, 
as determined by our medical staff. The number of occupations by which our 
graduates earn a living is constantly increasing. More and more it becomes 
evident that even did the age of our pupils permit, it would be hardly feasible 
to give a wide range of specific vocational instruction. Many of our most 
successful alumni have been so through some calling having little to do with 
their occupations here. It seems wise to continue to focus upon basic princi
ples in academic work, upon training for hand, eye and judgment, and upon 
development of individual alertness and initiative. 

In looking over the names of the members of our first class, graduated in 
1912, we find the occupations of domestic, stenographer, sewing teacher, 
jeweler, realtor, factory worker, storekeeper, shoemaker and station agent. 
One who has dropped out of our knowledge was in the merchant marine for a 
time. One who diep. was self-supporting as telegraph messenger. Continuing 
with our list of occupations, and omitting those named above, we find: Ac
countant, artificial limb salesman, bookkeeper, barber, chauffeur, clerical 
worker, cook, dairy products manager, designer, dental laboratory worker, 
elevator man, embalmer, farmer, hairdresser, herdsman, hospital nurse or 
attendant, hotel worker, lawyer, landscape gardener, linotype operator, metal 
worker, motion picture house manager, miner, mechanic, musician, newspaper 
reporter, plumber, printer, sculptor's assistant, secretary, salesman, tailor, 
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teacher, telegrapher and telephone operator. We also have many students, in 
high school, college, art school and agricultural school. 

Obviously, a school having an average discharge age of fifteen or under 
cannot specifically train for so varied a list of vocations. Even more than 
the usual child, the crippled child needs a training directed toward developing 
his native adaptability and initiative. We cannot hope to teach these things, 
but we can do more. Bertrand Russell says that all education resolves itself 
into the furnishing of opportunity and encouragement. Simple as an aim, 
in practical working out this leads to as many individual applications as 
there are human beings to be educated. 

Differing types of disability and mentality call for varied forms of oppor
tunity. A crippled child with a poor native mental endowment cannot utilize 
the same kind that is valuable to the one who is mentally normal or above. 
Our State schools for the feeble-minded are overloaded with applicants. A 
tendency we observe in our admissions is that borderline cases and those 
classifiable under the extremely elastic term "dull normal" tend to turn in our 
direction. These pupils are entitled to their chance to develop such powers 
as they have to the fullest extent. This might possibly call for the installation 
here of a separate school unit, where their presence would not slow down the 
progress of those of more hopeful endowment. 

The diploma of the school was conferred in June, 1935, upon 22 graduates 
from the eighth grade and 2 in stenography. One of the recipients of last 
year's stenographic diplomas received the gold pin awarded in the Gregg 
COUI'se for speed in shorthand and typing. The motto of the class was "Face 
reality." No better rule for all life could be found, when together with it 
goes the judgment capable of distinguishing and evaluating reality. Physical 
conditions made it necessary for a large number of the class to remain at the 
school, but of those discharged, several are doing well in high school. One of 
the graduates in stenography was allowed full junior credit in the commercial 
course of her home high school, and returned thel'e to go on in her senior 
year. Another graduate from that course, who made herself valuable as a 
volunteer office assistant while here, was discharged at the age of twenty-one. 
She has since then passed the State civil service examinations, and is employed 
in the office of a Jarge State department. Still another girl, extremely and 
permanently handicapped by infantile paralysis, has made herself so valuable 
in a Boston private school that she is now acting as its secretary. 

Undergl'aduate activities furnish large opportunity for character training 
and development. During the year these have carried on as usual, enlarging 
their scope wherever possible. Student councils and sharing of responsibility 
in school enterprises, band, glee clubs, athletics, plays, parties and holiday 
celebrations all help in preparing our pupils to work in harmony with other 
people. The eighth grade, under the direction of their teacher, have con
tinued their weekly afternoon teas. Many visitors from other states and other 
lands have been entertained, as well as those from our own community. 

We have been fortunate as usual in the number of groups of kind friends 
who have visited us with entertainment for our girls and boys. Among those 
who have come to us annually over a term of years are the Norwood Lodge of 
Elks, the girls and boys of the Wrentham State School in their spring operetta, 
the associated employees of the Quincy Fore River Shipyard, young people's 
clubs from the Mishkan Tefila Temple, the Hingham Community Band, and 
one individual who in his own person, assisted by his friends, anticipates like 
another kindly saint the later visit of Santa Claus, and brings gifts, entel'
tainment and dainties to give us an evening of jollity, Many other individuals 
and organizations have been thoughtful of the benefit and pleasure of our chil
dren . Over forty different individuals and groups have contributed gifts, 
many in addition to much expenditure of time in the entertainment of our 
audience. 

For all this flow of interest from the community toward us we are more 
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grateful than words can say. The greatest need of the crippled child is a 
normal human one-the need to be wanted, to be taken in as a member of 
the group of men's society. We hope that more and more of our girls and 
boys may, as the years go by, continue to prove men and women useful in 
the work of the world." 

REPAIRS 

Reports of minor repairs already have been made from time to time dur
ing the year and the more important ones only will be recorded at this time. 
Asphalt tile floors have replaced worn-out linoleum in four class rooms at the 
schoolhouse. The basement of the dining-room annex of the administration 
building was greatly improved by 3,807 surface feet of cement floor. The 
cow-barn and piggery roofing was renewed with asphalt shingles. A cement 
walk and steps were built to connect the west entrances of the Ellis and 
Baylies cottages. In the congregate dining room 2,635 square feet of battle
ship linoleum were placed over the old maple floor and a new brooder house 
14 x 28 feet was built at the poultry plant. The time of two men has been 
fully occupied with the customary amount of exterior and interior painting. 
Although it was anticipated that the East dormitory would be razed at an 
early date in accordance with your repeated recommendations, the plastered 
ceiling of its entire basement was renewed to minimize a serious fire hazard. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

When so much new work may be profitably undertaken it is not easy to 
determine which is of first importance. In previous reports reference has 
been made to our need for two small convalescent cottages for sick minor wards 
who are too active for classification as bed patients and yet are not qnite 
strong enough to be discharged for care in foster homes. Indeed it was 
understood that provision would be made for such convalescent patients when 
the institution accepted the responsibility of providing for the hospital care 
of certain state minor wards thirteen years ago. It is a matter of supreme 
importance in a hospital ward where space for convalescent cases is limited
that the vital interests of very sick patients shall not be imperiled by immedi
ate contact with the noise and tumult of children soon to be discharged. Until 
adequate accommodation for such cases is provided it will be necessary for 
the trustees to exercise their authority to reject certain sick minor wards as 
"otherwise unfit" for admission. The East dormitory, industrial building and 
nurses' home are inadequate for the present needs of the institution, and it is 
to be regretted that your recommendation for their replacement has not re
ceived the anticipated consideration as Federal Emergency Relief Administra
tion projects. The great success met with in completing two fire-proof cottages 
and the construction of a sewer well within the sum appropriated suggests 
the wisdom of extending such much-needed public works. 

While I have hesitated to recommend the installation of a sprinkler system 
in buildings which we have expected would be replaced by substantial fire-proof 
construction, I hereby wish to renew my recommendations that the installation 
of a sprinkler system would be desirable in all buildings and particularly in 
the nurses' home, industrial building and East dormitory unless they are to be 
replaced at an early date. 

While certain small farm crops were a disappointment with the greati 
amount of institution work credited to labor of men, teams ap.d trucks, the 
farm, which produced 106,439.1 quarts of milk, 8,927.4 dozen eggs, 5,179.5 
pounds of dressed poultry and 9,273 pounds of pork, showed a profit of 
$1,894.03. 

Maintenance expenditures for the year amounted to $195,716.22 which, 
when divided by the daily average of 271.87 patients, gives a weekly per capita 
cost of $13.844. An income of $83,131.11 outside the appropriation by the leg
islature brings the net weekly per capita cost to the state to $7.96. 

The personal interest and friendship of the trustees have made service 
pleasurable to physicians, teachers, nurses and other co-workers who have 
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labored together in intimate relationship for one common purpose. On the 
whole the year closes with much to enCOUl·age. Some of the old needs have 
been met and other handicaps will be cleared away for advance to better 
standards and attainments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DIAGNOSIS ON ADMISSION 

School Department 

Amputation of femur. 
Anterior poliomyelitis 
Arthritis, chronic, infectious 
Back strain 
Congenital club foot . 
Epiphysitis of metatarsal . 
Fracture of pelvis and leg. 
Fracture of radius 
Fracture of wrist .. 
Genu varum, coxa vara, talipes valgus 
Hemiatrophy; circumcision 
Hemiparesis 
Infection of hip joint, acute 
Infections, multiple 
Osteomyelitis 
Paralysis resulting from cord injury 
Post-diphtheritic paralysis 
Progressive muscular dystrophy 
Pseudo-hypertrophic muscular dystrophy . 
Rickets 
Scoliosis 
Scoliosis; myopia 
Spastic paralysis 
Spina bifida; club foot 
Simr on 1st metatarsal joint 
Transverse myelitis 
Traumatic myalgia 
Tuberculosis of hip, old 
Tuberculosis of spine 
Tuberculosis of tibia 
Ulcer of heel 

Appendicitis, acute 
Arthritis, acute 
Asthma 
Bronchiectasis 
Cervical adenitis 
Chorea 

Hospital Department 

Chorea; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 
Circumcision 
Constipation, chronic 
Diabetes 
Eczema 
Empyema 

JOHN E. FISH, M.D. 
Superintendent. 

Boys 
1 

10 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
9 

2 
3 
1 

1 
6 

1 

1 

1 

43 

Boys 
1 

2 
1 
1 

3 

1 
2 
1 

Girls 

4 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

2 
1 
1 

2 

4 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

25 

Girls 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

2 

3 

Total 
1 

14 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

11 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

68 

Total 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
5 
1 
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Endocarditis 
Endocarditis; chorea 
Endocarditis; nephritis 
Enuresis 
Epilepsy 
Furunculosis 
Furunculosis; impetigo 
Gastritis, acute . 
Hernia, inguinal; scabies 
Hernia, umbilical 
Hydrocele 
Impetigo 
Impetigo; septic thumb 
Impetigo; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 
Inguinal adenitis; infection of heel 
Lipoma of ear 
Otitis media . . . 
Otitis media, acute; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 
Otitis media; arthritis 
Otitis media, bilateral; mastoiditis 
Otitis media; chronic constipation 
Otitis media; eczema . 
Paronychia . 
Partial intestinal obstruction 
Pelvic inflammation 
Pyelitis 
Rheumatism, acute articular; endocarditis 
Rickets 
Rickets; ringworm 
Rickets; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 
Rickets; tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dental caries 
Scabies 
Scabies; dental caries; enuresis 
Scabies; fractured clavicle 
Scabies; tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dental caries 
Syphilis, congenital 
Syphilis, congenital; diarrhea . 
Syphilis, congenital;, interstitial keratitis 
Syphilis, congenital; sublingual cyst 
Tinea of scalp 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased . 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dental caries 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dermatitis 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; impetigo . 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; impetigo; scabies 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; otitis media 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; scabies 
Ulcer of leg 
Urethritis, gonorrheal 
Vincent's angina 
Vulvo-vaginitis 
Vulvo-vaginitis; tinea circinata; tonsils and adenoids, 

diseased 
Wen on neck 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

15 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

57 
18 

1 
4 

1 
1 
1 
1 

151 

2 
1 
1 

1 

1 

9 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
2 
2 

1 

11 

2 

73 
9 

1 

1 
19 

1 
1 

154 

13 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

18 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

26 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

130 
27 

1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

19 

1 
1 

305 
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NATIVITY AND PARE:-<TAGE OF CHILDREN ADMITTED 

Birthplace 
Massachusetts 
Other New England States 
Other States and Territories 

Total Native. 
Other Countries: 

Armenia 
Austria 
Azores 
Brazil 
British West Indies 
Canada. 
Cape Verde Islands 
England 
Finland 
Greece 
Ireland . 
Italy 
Lithuania 
Newfoundland 
Norway 
Panama 
Poland 
Portugal 
Russia 
Scotland 
Sweden 
Syria 
Turkey 

Total Foreign 
Unknown 

November 30, 1934 
Admitted during year 
Returned from visit of last year 
Whole number under treatment 
Discharged 

November 30, 1935 

Average age of admissions 
Youngest 
Oldest 

Average Daily Number Present 
Average Daily Enrollment 

Patient Father Mother 

STATISTICS 
CENSUS 

325 80 
18 36 
15 23 

358 139 

1 
2 

1 
1 

4 22 
3 

1 
4 
4 
7 

23 
6 

1 

21 
11 

6 
2 
1 
1 
':3 

4 121 
11 113 

373 373 

School 
Department 

255 

Hospital 
Department 

13 
68 

2 
325 

65 

260 

305 

318 
285 

33 

Yrs. Mos. Days Yrs. Mos. 
10 11 26 9 7 

1 19 1 
18 10 8 19 9 

141 
40 
18 

199 

1 
1 
1 

1 
25 

2 
4 

4 
15 
16 
5 
6 

1 
23 
10 

3 
2 

1 

121 
53 

373 

Total 
268 
373 

2 
643 
350 

293 

Days 
10 
23 
18 

242.05 29.82 
291.21 



P. D. 82 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
To the T1"'UBtees of the Ma.ssachusett. Hospital School: 

15 

I respectfully submit tbe following report of the finances of tbis institution for tbe fiscal 
year ending November 30, 1935: 

Income 
Board of inmates 
Personal Services: 

Receipt. 

Reimbursement from Board of Retirement 
Sales 
Rent . . 
Refunds, account of previous years 
Gift - Firnabank Club 

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth: 
Advance Fund 
Maintenance appropriation 

Total 

To Treasury of Commonwealth 
:l\olaintenance appropriation 
Advance Fund . 
Refunds, account of previous years 

Appropriation current year 
Expenses as analyzed below 

Payments 

Maintenance 

$82,355.05 

66.00 
359.06 
167.00 
174.00 

10.00 

$13 ,000.00 
123,253.19 

$82,957.11 
123,253.19 

13 ,000.00 
174.00 

$213,921.23 
195,716.22 

583,131.11 

136,253.19 

$219,384.30 

$219,384.30 

$18,205.01 

Total receipts and payments are in agreement with Comptroller's books of accounts. 
Analysis of Expenses 

Personal services 
Food 
Medical and general care 
Farm 
Religious instruction . 
Heat and o,ther plant operations . 
Travel, tranEPortatioD, office expenses . 
Garage and grounds . 
Clothing and materials 
Furnishings and household suppJies 
Repairs, ordinary 
Repairs and renewals 

Total expenses for maintenance 

Emergency Public Work. 

Cottage for BOys} 
'jottage for Girls 
Sewer 

Expended to November 30. 1935 
Balance November 30, 1935 

PER CAPITA 
During the year the average number of inmates has been 271.87 
Total cost for maintenance , $195,716.22 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $13.844 
Receipts from sales, $369.06 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $.03 
All other institution receipts, $82,772.05 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $5.85 
Net w~ekly per capita cost, $7.96 

$122,587.75 
19,687.89 

5,455.95 
10,429.77 

1,560.00 
16,120.35 

2,999.73 
3,031.63 
4,588.08 
4,160.81 
3,306.78 
1,787.48 

$195,716.22 

Appropriation Expended 

$101 ,756.78 $100,888.22 
71,100.00 41,344.21 

$172,856.78 

$30,624.35 
$142,232.43 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN E. FISH, M. D. 

Treasurer 
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Land. 165.72 acres 
Buildings 

Travel, transportation , etc . . 
F'ood . . 
Clothing and materials . 
Furnishings and household supplies 
Medical and general care 
Heat and other plant operations 
Farm . 
Garage and grounds 
Repairs 

VALUATION 
November 30. 1935 
Rep;! Est",te 

PeT8ona! Property 
86.82 

1.412.94 
3.257.36 

67 .926.50 
14.755.72 

1.657.60 
14.394.50 

4.454.69 
7.649.46 

115.595.59 

P. D. 82 

$41 .806.00 
727.549.56 

769,355 .56 

115.595.59 

$884,951.15 
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