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MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL 
AT CANTON 

Established by Act of Legislature in 1904. 
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For the care and education of the crippled ahd deformed children of the 
Commonwealth. 

A school with hospital facilities. 
Resident medical, nursing and teaching staff. 
Education and convalescence proceed together. 
Education of a crippled child is not charity any more than is the education 

of a normal child. 
No form of surgical care or other treatment, however desirable or necessary 

it may be, can be regarded as complete which neglects the social, moral and 
mental growth of crippled children. 

The school's curriculum is made up of the usual elementary subjects and 
its eighth grade diploma admits to public high school. There are vocational 
courses open to selected eighth grade graduates. 

Educational methods extend far beyond the scholastic instruction of the 
schoolroom. 

Every effort is made to put the child in a proper attitude toward life, to 
eliminate self-pity, to develop character and to teach him that physical dis
ability is not the handicap he has been led to believe, but rather an inconvenience 
to be overcome. 

It has been found that the placing of crippled children under healthy condi
tions, thus directly stimulating opportunities for play, study and amusement, 
tends to destroy any sense of self-pity and teaches them to minimize or forget 
their disabilities. 

The educational methods of the school are based on the belief that the economic 
independence of crippled children depends even more upon their mental attitude 
towards a life of usefulness than upon their physical handicap. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been a leader in the work of train
ing crippled children, and the results shown by the record of graduates are a 
justifiable source of gratification to the citizens of the Commonwealth. 

TERMS OF ADMISSION 

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, between the ages of 
five and fifteen years, who are mentally competent to attend public school, are 
eligible for admission for hospital care and educational training. 

Certain state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, epileptic or 
otherwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only. 

Payment for the board of private patients must be made in advance, unless 
sufficient surety therefor is given. 

The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town of Canton, about 
two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad. 

The Canton and Blue Hill Bus Line and the Warwick Coach Lines, Inc., 
operate motor busses on Washington and Turnpike Streets connecting with 
the Boston Elevated Railway at Mattapan Square. 

Postoffice address: Canton, Massachusetts. 
Applications for admis ion should be made to the Superintendent. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

To His E.-rcellency the Governor and the Honorable Council: 

The trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School take pleasure in present
ing for your consideration the thirty-third annual report of the superintendent, 
Dr. John E. Fish, for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1940. 

This unique institution was established by act of the state legislature in 1904 
and enabled the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to become a pioneer in afford
ing State-provided care and training for crippled children. The growth of this 
great school under the kindly and inspired handling of Dr. Fish has given 
each successive board of trustees great satisfaction. 

In the fiscal year just ended, beyond respectfully calling to your attention as 
well worth careful study the superintendent's entire report, the trustees desire 
to comment briefly on a few of the highlights. 

We cannot emphasize too strongly the deplorable conditions existing in the 
east dormitory. For over eleven years the trustees have sought in each annual 
report to have replaced this original wooden building which has been in constant 
use for thirty-three years and which has now reached a point where it is im
possible to make repairs with any regard to economy or practicability. The 
two additional cottages requested by the superintendent would care for the 
sixty children originally housed in the old east dormitory and, as Dr. Fish 
points out, cottage placement has proved so desirable in developing healthy, 
vigorous, self-reliance, even with the heavily handicapped children who must 
largely depend upon crutches or wheelchairs, that it has been extended con
tinuously through the history of the school. The time has now come when the 
remainder of the school population should be living in cottage groups. 

Other major needs of the institution are a new industrial building and store
room to take the place of the original wooden building stilI in existence, which 
cost at the time of its erection $12,478.10 and has been in continuous use ever 
since. The new brick building contemplated to replace it would have four rooms 
available for industrial classes, as well as a basement for storeroom facilities. 

As the superintendent points out, the school also needs a new nurses' home 
to replace the two-story wooden building still in existence and originally used 
for an infirmary. This building was entirely inadequate for the number of 
employees to be accommodated, even before the increase under the 48-hour law. 

Attention is called to the detailed listing of the recommendations in the ac
companying superintendent's report. With all his recommendations, the trustees 
are in hearty accord. 

It is interesting to note that in the fiscal year ended the total appropriation 
available for maintenance of the school was $245,904.55. Maintenance expenses 
were $232,365.39, leaving an unexpended balance which has been returned to 
the treasury of $13,539.16. Of the total expended for maintenance, $152,636.42 
was for salaries, wages and labor; $79,728.97 for all other expenses. The average 
net weekly cost per capita was $12.4177. This represents an increase of $.5264 
over last year. The total valuation of the land and buildings occupied by the 
school is $828,704.10 and the personal estate, $131,259.94; total valuation, $959,-
964.04. . 

In view of the record of administration of the school, it is interesting to recall 
that in the seventh annual report of the trustees, summarizing the work com
pleted by the end of the fiscal year 1914, the then chairman, Dr. Edward H. 
Bradford, recorded the fact that, "Notwithstanding the increase in cost of the 
material and labor, and in spite of the fact that without the guidance of estab
lished precedents, the problem presented by the organization of a state school 
for cripples was in most respects a new one, the institution as originally planned 
has been erected, furnished and equipped in a most satisfactory manner within 
the original appropriation." This record of twenty-six years ago has been 
steadily maintained ever since. 

Included in the superintendent's report is a report of the social work of Miss 
Park which gives a most interesting survey of the scholastic and extra-curric
ular activities at the school during the past year. The trustees have been 
gratified at the interest and success of the classes in watch-repairing which 
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have been conducted with the cooperation of the Works Progress Administra
tion for the past two years. 

Another phase of the institution, which has been of the greatest possible value 
and for which the trustees wish to express publicly their appreciation and 
thanks, has been in the continued and devoted service of the consultants who 
have come regularly to the school for the purposes of reviewing cases presented 
at the clinics. These consultants have come without thought of financial return 
and the ability to call them into consultation has placed at the service of the 
school, without cost, many of the best known specialists in Massachusetts. The 
value of such services to the pupils at the sch.ool can hardly be measured. 

The trustees must report with regret the loss by death of one of their members, 
~r. Charles V: Reynolds of Canton, who died on May 13, 1940. The following 
entry was made upon the trustees' minutes by a man who spoke of his associate: 

"With a deep sense of personal sorrow we record the loss of Charles V. 
Reynolds, our fellow trustee of the Massachusetts Hospital School, a long 
and loyal friend of the institution, ever eager to help in the solution of its 
problems. His appointment as trustee gave an official outlet for his many 
generous activities in behalf of the School. No man could have given more 
of his patience, his wise judgment, his unselfish interest. The School will 
long have cause to remember his high-minded and helpful life." 

To succeed him, Mr. John C. Kiley of Boston was appointed by His Excellency 
the Governor. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT F. BRADFORD, Chairman 
ROBERT B. OSGOOD, M .D. 
W. RUSSELL MACAuSLAND, M .D. 

JOHN C. KILEY 

LOTHROP WITHINGTON 

Trustees 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School: 

It is my privilege to present the superintendent's thirty-third annual report of 
the Massachusetts Hospital School for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1940. 

STATISTICAL RECORD 

There w~re in both hospital and school departments of the institution on 
November 30, 1939, two hundred seventy-two cases, two hundred twenty-one 
crippled and deformed children and fifty-one sick minor wards. There have 
been admitted two hundred nine children, thirty-five cripples and one hundred 
seventy-four minor wards. The whole number under treatment during the year 
was, therefore, four hundr~d eighty-one. The maximum number at anyone time 
was two hundred ninety-eight on January 18, 1940, the minimum one hundred 
fifty-three on December 24, 1939, when the customary large number went home 
for Christmas vacation, and the average number for the year was two hundred 
fifty-one and ninety-six hundredths. The discharges numbered two hundred 
twenty, of whom one hundred sixty-eight were from the infirmary and fifty-two 
had been enrolled in school, leaving in the institution at the end of the year 
two hundred four crippled children and fifty-seven sick minor wards. 

The average age of the thirty-five orthopedic children admitted during the 
year was eight years, two months and three days, the youngest being one month 
nine days, and the oldest eighteen years, four months and three days. Of th~ 
one hundred seventy-four sick minor wards admitted, the youngest was three 
months and three days, the oldest eighteen years, eleven months and five days 
and the average seven years, eight months and seventeen days. ' 
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Exclusive of three whose birthplaces were unknown, one hundred ninety-five, 
or ninety-five per cent, of the two hundred seven children admitted were born 
in Massachusetts; eight, or four per cent, were born in other parts of the United 
States and one patient was foreign born. The nativity of fifty fathers and twenty
seven mothers was unknown. Out of the remainder, ninety-six, or forty-six per 
cent, of the fathers and one hundred sixteen, or fifty-six per cent, of the mothers 
were born in Massachusetts; twenty-three fathers and twenty mothers were 
born in other parts of the United States, and thirty-eight, or eighteen per cent, 
of the fathers and forty-four, or twenty-one per cent, of the mothers were foreign 
born. 

DIAGNOSIS ON ADMISSION 

Anterior poliomyelitis 
Anterior poliomyelitis; chorea 
Arthritis 
Cerebral palsy 
Cerebral palsy, extra-pyramidal 
Cerebral palsy, pyramidal 
Club foot. 
Deformities, multiple congenital 
Flat feet 
Fracture of tibia 
Osteomyelitis 
Scoliosis 
Spina bifida 
Traumatic myelitis 
Tuberculous disease of hip 

to the School 

Tuberculous disease of spine; paraplegia; dis
location of hips 

Tumor of arm, traumatic 

Alopecia areata 
Appendicitis 
Asthma 
Blepharitis 
Bronchitis 
Bronchitis; eczema 
Celiac disease 
Cellulitis 
Cervical adenitis 

to the InfiYlIla r)' 

Cervical adenitis; tonsils and adenoid, hyper-
trophy of: impetigo 

Chorea 
Collitis 
Dactrocystitis, chronic; phimosis 
Dental caries 
Dermatitis venenata 
Diagnosis not made, truancy, eloped 
Discharging ear; bronchitis 
Eczema 
Eczema; avitaminosis 
Endocarditis, rheumatic 

Boys 

1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 

1 

20 

Boys 

1 
1 

4 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

2 

Girls 

3 

1 
2 

2 

2 
1 

1 

13 

Girls 

1 
2 

1 

Total 

4 
1 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 

33 

Total 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
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Boys Girls Total 
Epidermophytosis 1 2 
Hernia, inguinal 1 1 
Impetigo 12 7 19 
Impetigo; pediculosis 2 2 
Impetigo; pediculosis; adenitis 1 1 
Impetigo; tonsils and adenoid, hypertrophy of 2 2 
Impetigo; tonsils and adenoid, hypertrophy of; 

coryza 1 1 
Masturbation 1 
Malnutrition 1 1 
Malnutrition; rickets 1 1 
Observation 1 
Persistent vomiting 1 
Phimosis 1 1 
Scabies 6 19 25 
Scabies; dental caries 1 1 
Scabies; impetigo 3 3 
Septic thumb 1 1 
Septic toe and wrist 1 1 
Syphilis, congenital'. 1 1 
Tinea circinata 2 2 
Tonsils and adenoid, hypertrophy of 35 39 74 
Tonsils and adenoid, hypertrophy of; con-

j unctivitis 
Tonsi.ls, and adenoid, hypertrophy of; dental 

2 2 canes 
J:onsils and adenoid, hypertrophy of; eczema 1 1 
Voluntary return 1 
Vulvo-vaginitis 1 

86 88 174 

The following table shows in a condensed form the orthopedic disabilities for 
which pupils have been enrolled in a period of eleven consecutive years. 

ADMISSIONS-MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL-YEARS 1930-1940 

ORTHOPEDIC DIAGNOSIS 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 Anterior poliomyelitis ____________ 24 13 
Cerebral palsy ___________ ,,_______ 16 7 
Club feet ____ 2 I 

13 14 
7 10 
2 2 

16 16 
7 4 
2 I 

Congenital deformities ________ 2 3 
Muscular dystrophy, progressive ____ 0 0 

2 0 
o 4 

2 1 
2 I Osteomyelitis _ __________ 8 7 6 8 8 II Rachitis __________________ 10 4 1 2 o I Spina bifida paralysis _____________ I I 1 1 o I 

Tuberculous disease _________ 6 8 10 3 I 3 
Tumor of arm _______ . _________ _ 
Fracture _______________ _ _ 
Traumatic myelitis ___ _______ ______ _ Arthritis _______ ____ ___________________ _ 
Flat feet _____________________________ _ 
Scoliosis ____________________________ _ 

1936 
12 

4 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
1 
3 

1937 
10 

5 
3 
S 
2 
7 
I 
3 
3 

1938 
14 

7 
2 
2 
1 
S 
4 
2 
3 

1939 
9 
4 
3 
1 
2 
9 
2 
4 
o 

1940 
S 
8 
1 
4 
o 
6 
o 
1 
2 
J 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 

Total orthopedic admissions ______ 11 S 65 66 5S 62 68 48 64 65 54 3S 

While it is gratifying to note the decline in the number of cases of anterior 
poliomyelitis due to the absence for a number of years of an epidemical season, 
there is still widespread throughout the community the erroneous notion that 
therapeutic aids should be continued indefinitely without due appreciation of 
the educational needs of crippled children, especially those who are heavily 
handicapped by permanent paralysis. 

The number of sick minor wards admitted during the year, one hundred 
seventy-four, is less by two hundred eleven than those admitted in 1930 when 
three hundred eighty-five were received. This drop in admission, doubtless, 
has been due to the thoroughness with which minor skin affections have been 



8 P.D.82 

treated in their incipiency, to oUl- refusal to admit patients under suspicion of 
venereal or other infectious diseases and, in my opinion, the drop also has a 
relationship to the economic situation. 

Of the 

DISCHARGES 

one hundred thirty-three infirmary patients were returned to the Division of 
Child Guardianship as recovered, nine as improved, fourteen as not improved 
and one, unclassifiable here, was transferred to another institution. Forty-eight 
pupils who had been enrolled in the school were discharged for the following 
reasons: Six were discharged to become self-supporting; five were automatically 
discharged because of having reached the age of twenty-one; three were re
gal-ded as mentally unpromising; four were transferred to other hospitals; nine 
were discharged against advice; twenty left to attend public schools and one 
failed to return from visit. 

In taking a general survey of our discharged pupils, all of whom were certi
fied to us as physically unfit for public schools, the first sentiment which im
presses itself upon the mind is of confidence that the record of the younger 
graduates eventually will compare favorably with that of a large number of 
the members of the school's al umni association. Officials attending the annual 
meeting of the association, who have been long enough in the service of the 
school to appreciate the transition from despair to accomplishment, have been 
so deeply and favorably impressed that the social worker, an honorary member 
of the class of 1912, has been requested to include for your information some 
of her observations at the meeting in her report 

To THE SUPERINTENDENT: 

The school attendance report, as summarized by Margaret R. Bray
ton, Head Teacher, is presented below. 

There have been registered through the school year to June 21, 1940, 
two hundred twenty-six pupils classified as follows: 

Average 
Class daily attendance 

Grade 8 and Commercial ... _ ... _ ..... _ ... __ 36Y, 
Grades 5, 6 and 7 ... __ ... ______ . ___ . 53Y, 
Grades 2, 3 and 4 __ . ________ ._.. 41 
Grades 1, Sub·primary .. __ ___ .. _.___ 28 
Special Ungraded and Remedial .. __ ... 38 

Average 
metnbership 

37Y, 
55Y, 
43 
30 
39 

Per cent of 
attendance 

97 
96 
95 
94 
97Y, 

On June 18, 1940, the diploma of the school was awarded to sixteen 
pupils. Five of these have been discharged and are now studying in 
high school; seven are continuing study in our clerical classes here; 
two are in watch-repairing; one is hospitalized and one has been dis
chal·ged to her home with a good knowledge of sewing and other 
household arts which will make hel· services valuable wherever she 
may be. Two girls received the Gregg diploma at their completion of 
our stenographic course. The class had the distinguished honor of 
receiving their diplomas from His Excellency, Leverett Saltonstall, 
Governor of the Commonwealth. We, at the school, were proud to 
show such earnest young citizens. Each in his own way has learned 
to value what the class orator called "Our Democracy." They will 
not forget the evening when the head of this great State found time to 
visit them and in simple, kindly words to remind them of their respon
sibilities as sharers in community life. 

Every week has seen religious services provided in accordance with 
the choice made by parents or guardians upon each child's entrance. 

Christmas, Washington's Birthday, Easter, Patriot's Day, Memorial 
Day, the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving have been appropriately 
observed, in addition to other seasonable festivities. The printing 
classes designed and published a program for the Christmas holidays. 
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This is our most elaborate celebration, where we have gradually built 
up a traditional round of nearly a week of carols, gifts and good cheer. 

The class of 1940 has continued and extended the social activities 
which do so much to develop poise and a spirit of cooperation among 
our girls and boys. Their May breakfast was followed by the planting 
of a tree dedicated to Miss Leone Avery, now in her fourteenth year 
of service with us as teacher of arts and crafts. They also sponsored 
an ambitious project, the staging of that much-loved favorite of ama
teurs, Gilbert and Sullivan's operetta, "H. M. S. Pinafore." Under the 
direction of our head teacher, assisted by Miss Nelson, teacher of 
music, our young singers gave a remarkable performance. Scenery and 
costumes, both most effective, were of home manufacture. Two members 
of the class took leading men's parts while others appeared in the chorus 
The usual concerts have filled out a musically valuable year. 

Groups of friends or individual givers to our children have num
bered this year more than sixty . . Several have brought parties and given 
an evening of entertainment as well. Some have been doing this for 
more than twenty years. Each year sees some new addition to the 
names of our generous friends and we appreciate the values, intangible 
as well as material, which they bring to us. 

Possibly one of the best vantage points from which to review as a 
whole the accomplishments of our school is at the annual meeting of 
the 1. H. S. Alumni Association. This was held in Boston on Novem
ber 16, 1940. Devoted and far-seeing alumni have worked through 
many years to make this a rallying place where the "bonds of friend
ship" should be strengthened and l·enewed. From small beginnings, 
they have, with advance in maturity and economic independence among 
the members, arrived at a point where this year a delicious dinner was 
served by a caterer in the fine new Brookline Avenue hall of the 
American Legion, to the largest party of members and their guests 
yet to be gathered on such an occasion. The genial and effective leader
ship of our present alumni president, aided by the social charm and 
ability of his wife, have contributed largely to this happy result. That 
the alumni body approves is shown by the fact that he and all the 
executive board have just been re-elected to serve terms increased to 
three years by a constitutional change authorized by the association. 
When the superintendent, ex-officio honorary president, installed the 
newly-elected officers, he could feel confident that the future of the 
association is in good hands. 

To those officials of the school who were present as invited guests 
the total impression was striking in its uplift and encouragement for 
work among the boys and girls now with us. 

To a surgeon who remembers a suffering child, struggling through 
long years to regain health, it is almost a miracle to find him grown 
to be a busy, professional man, carrying almost no signs of the diffi
culties of his youth. Perhaps a teacher's first glimpse of a membel' 
was of a well-nigh helpless child lying in bed. Now she sees him walk
ing, provided with an educational foundation, and trained to support 
himself by skill of hand learned at Canton. It is well summed up by a 
boy who was lately helped to start in business near his home. To some
one from the school, he said, "The school gave me my training-isn't 
that a good Christmas present?" Each member coming back year after 
year has some good news, some triumph to report. It may be a degree 
for advanced college work completed, or a medal won in an essay con
test. It may be a work of art done bit by bit after a long day in the 
office, or the building up and sharing in the musical life of a town. 
It may be the making of a home, or the carrying of heavy business 
responsibilities. In the case of one of our early women graduates, it 
has been both. To those of us who saw their early years, it is hearten-

9 

J 
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ing to see what these men and women have attained by fortitude, by 
industry, and by the determination to be of use in the world. 

Respectfully submitted, 
RUTH PARK, Social Worker 

WATCH-REPAIRING 

Special attention should be called to our classes in watch-repairing, which 
have been conducted for two years for some of our older boys. Mr. Smiley, 
the instructor, has won the confidence of the boys and has instilled in them the 
desire to become proficient in their work. Their capabilities have been care
fully studied so that other fields of work have been opened besides watch
repairing. ' Two have already taken positions in a factory for the making of 
precision tools, where they have received promotions. Of those keeping to 
watch-repairing, two have left to continue their apprenticeship elsewhere and 
two to conduct shops of their own with promise of success. 

Several others will be ready for graduation within the next few months. 
The opportunities offered, not only for watch-repairing, but also for work 
in watch factories, or other factories, seem to be promising for the number 
of boys we can train. 

THE CONSULTANTS 

have shown a deep interest and enthusiasm in reviewing the cases presented 
at stated clinics and have been most generous in giving their time without 
thought of financial reward whenever called upon for expert advice. Their 
careful, scientific consideration of problems in diagnosis and treatment has 
been of increasing value to the school as a welcome stimulant and relief to 
members of the resident staff who must spend many weary hours in humdrum, 
but indispensable, routine duty. 

During the year there have been seventeen cases of chicken-pox, eight cases 
of whooping-cough and one case of lobar pneumonia. 

Five patients died from the following causes: Amyotonia congenita, acute 
bronchitis, 1; acute appendicitis, pulmonary infarct, poliomyelitis, 1; convul
sions, congenital syphilis, nephritis, acute bronchitis, 1; chronic arthritis, neph
ritis, 1; congenital debility, multiple congenital deformities of spine, arms and 
legs, 1. 

SURGICAL OPERATIONS 

Removal of ingrowing toe nail 
Removal of tonsils and adenoid 
Removal of adenoid 
Circumcision 
Hoke arthrodesis . 
Reduction of fracture 
Incision and drainage 
Paracentesis tympani 
Reamputation of stump 
Bone transplantation and graft 
Osteotomy 
Appendectomy 

DENTAL REPORT 

During the year there were one thousand two hundred fourteen opera
tions and three hundred fifty-nine examinations as follows: 

Silver amalgam fillings 133 
Cement fillings 19 
Synthetic fillings 51 

1 
39 
30 

1 
3 
1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 

86 
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Zinc oxide and eugenol fillings 
Copper amalgam fillings 
Germicidal kryptex fillings 
Pulp amputations . 
Root canal therapy 
Extractions 
X-rays 
Treatments 
Gold inlays 
Impressions 
Examinations 

24 
97 
22 
5 
8 

42 
211 
241 

1 
65 

359 

The most recent examination disclosed that one hundred children 
require dental treatment. Of this number, the worst cases are those 
of the more recent admissions, whereas the patients who have been 
at the school for a period of more than two years have carious fissures 
in the newly erupted teeth. Some of the new admissions have never 
had any dental treatment whatsoever and consequently present a serious 
problem of mouth rehabilitation. 

It is interesting to note that the number of extractions during the 
last seven years have dropped from two hundred sixty-six in 1933 to 
one hundred forty-two in 1936 to forty-two in 1940. 

During the coming year we hope to work on a statistical report 
on recurrence of decay and remakes. We also intend to present, by 
motion pictures, a dental educational program so that the children will 
become more aware of the necessity of proper oral hygiene. 

The dental hygienist has rendered one thousand one hundred and 
eight dental cleanings, and is constantly checking on tooth brushing 
for each individual child. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ANNA MINTZ, D.M.D. 

THE FARM 

11 

has been called upon for labor of men and teams to perform much necessary 
institution work with which the commercial farmer does not have to contend. 
Such work, which does not require full-time, uninterrupted service, seriously 
affects the record our farmer tries hard to establish. However, the work has 
been well coordinated and in spite of calls to handle freight, to supply night 
watchman relief, to care for the grounds, to excavate for the maintenance of 
steam, electric and water lines and respond to numberless other demands made 
upon a comparatively small force working on short hours, the farm produced 
190,053.5 pounds of milk, 2,482 pounds of beef, 65 pounds of liver, 6,611 pounds 
of pork, 9,310 2/3 dozen of eggs, 500 pounds of broilers, 3,952~ pounds of 
chicken, 3,057 pounds of fowl, 82 pounds of shell beans, 2,0170 pounds of 
string beans, 4,510 pounds of beets, 22 pounds of beet greens, 205 pounds 
of broccoli, 4,073 pounds of cabbage, 14,212 pounds of carrots, 266 pounds of 
cauliflower, 318 pounds of celery, 5,254 pounds of corn, 1,409 pounds of cucum
bers, 102 pounds of egg plant, 651 pounds of lettuce, 440 pounds of peas, 47 
pounds of parsley, 1,020 pounds of peppers, 687 pounds of parsnips, 638 pounds 
of pumpkins, 10 pounds of radishes, 2,267 pounds of rhubarb, 241 pounds of 
summer squash, 1,048 pounds of swiss chard, 634 pounds of spinach, 5,749 
pounds of tomatoes, 2,057 pounds of turnips, 165,135 pounds of ensilage, 20,725 
pounds of fodder corn, 30,805 pounds of millet, 4,825 pounds of grass, 10,920 
pounds of mangles, 6,570 pounds of rye, 29,745 pounds of oats and peas. 

Randolph Street, which defines the northern boundary of the land of the 
institution, finally has been rebuilt by the town as a WP A project according 
to lines establ ished by the County Commissioners from a point opposite the 
infirmary to our eastern boundary. This improvement involved an exchange 
of land under legislative authority. 
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Other improvements, not included under ordinary repairs, have been com
pleted during the year as follows: Additional office room was obtained by 
closing in the court between the corridor entrance to the congregate dining 
room and the southwest annex of the administration building. Architect's plans 
were purchased and the contract for construction was carried out without extras, 
or credits, under the supervision of our able carpenter foreman. Competitive 
bids for the office addition were opened on July 22, 1940, and the contract 
awarded to the low bidder for the sum of $3,559.40, not including painting and 
heating, which were done by our engineers and painters in connection ,yjth 
their regular work. Tile floors were laid at the west entrance to the administra
tion building; also in the bakery and the milk house, upon a stock and labor 
basis. One old wooden washer at the laundry was replaced by a new one of 
modern construction in steel. Our carpenters built a new brooder house 12' x 88' 
at the poultry plant. An electric milk cooling equipment was installed at the 
dairy at a cost of $536.58. One of the 25-KW generators, which had been in 
use for more than thirty years, was replaced by a new 50-KW generator, as 
the first step in the changes which must be made at the heat, light and powel' 
plant. 

RECOMMENDA TlONS 

Our patient population, outside of the infirmary cases, IS now cared for 
under the cottage system with the exception of one old dormitory, originally 
designed to accommodate sixty children. A duplicate of this old building was 
replaced in 1934 by two fireproof cottages, each of thirty-bed capacity. For 
some inexplicable reason, this one old dormitory remains, although obviously 
beyond practicable repair even at the time its companion was razed six 
years ago. 

The best form of provision for the daily life of boys and girls such as come 
to the school is the cottage construction, adapted to reasonably small groups. 
The larger number of cases admitted are active and not confined to bed. Cottage 
placement was adopted early in the history of the school and proved so desir
able in developing healthy, vigorous, self-reliant habits of life among the boys 
and girls that it has been extended continuously. Even heavily handicapped 
children, who must largely depend upon crutches or wheel-chairs, have been 
found to show surprising increase in initiative when placed in a cottage where 
suitable thought has been given to their special needs. The time has now come 
when all the school population should be living in cottage groups. This would 
leave the infirmary to care for those for whom it was built, the acutely ill or 
the patients needing constant bed care. 

The three cottages, which were built in the first ten years of the life of the 
school, proved highly valuable as centers for vocational beginnings and still 
more so as educational and character-building in the broadest sense of the 
terms. They gave evidence in support of your request for more. Plans for 
two thirty-bed cottages have been made and the need for them shown in every 
report for several years. Your report of last year stated, "It has not seemed 
wise to make more than temporary repairs to an old wooden building which 
has been in constant use for thirty years, especially when its inadequacy is 
so apparent to everyone who is at all familiar with its condition." 

The long-range building program introduced several years ago is as yet 
only partially completed and I must again emphasize the following needs of 
major importance, of which I am increasingly conscious: 

One cottage in ].941 and another in 1942, each to accommodate thirty children 
and three employees, at an estimated cost of $65,000.00. 

An industrial building and storeroom to take the place of a wooden building 
of factory construction, which cost originally but $12,478.10. This old building 
should be replaced by a brick building containing four rooms at grade for in
dustrial classes and a basement for storeroom facilities. This work must be 
considered in connection with the necessary changes when new boilers are 
installed at the heating plant. An appropriation of $40,000.00 for a new in-
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dustrial building was passed through various boards, commissions and com
mittees and by both branches of the last session of the legislature. Near the 
close of the session, however, it was dropped in common with all other special 
items in the supplementary budget. With the increased costs of labor and 
materials, it is estimated that the cost of the building will now approximate 
$50,000.00. 

N ext in importance in the building program should be a new nurses' home 
at an estimated cost of $95,000.00 to replace a two-story wooden building orig
inally used for an infirmary and remodeled to accommodate thirty-two female 
employees and families of a senior physician and steward. This building was 
entirely inadequate for the number to be accommodated even before the increase 
under the 48-hour law. 

During the year, we have been forced to reduce the pressure in our boilers 
to eighty pounds, which makes it impossible to operate our turbine except at 
week-ends when the steam load is low. The reduction of steam pressure was 
not unexpected in three horizontal tabular boilers which have been in operation 
for thirty-three years. They must be replaced this year and it is probable that 
two 72" boilers wiII prove to be the best solution at an estimated cost, including 
building and tunnel changes, of $25,000.00. 

Other items of lesser importance, but a necessity, nevertheless, during the 
next biennium are: For the laundry, a tumbler to replace an antiquated dry 
room, $1,600.00; a new washer to duplicate the one installed this year, $1,800.00, 
and a 30" extractor, $900.00; the water tower must be painted this year at a 
probable cost of $350.00 and we must, also, employ outside labor to paint the 
rotunda at the infirmary, which involves high staging and other hazards, $500.00. 

Other items in the budget for 1941 and 1942 include a ten-gallon still and 
two ten-gallon water sterilizers for the operating room, $475.00; a dishwasher 
for the serving room at the administration building, $600.00; repointing brick 
work, $300.00, and a line fence along the new Randolph Street boundary, $600.00. 

THE RESIDENT MEDICAL STAFF 

has consisted throughout the year of Dr. Kemp and Dr. Wood, the value of 
whose loyal support it is a pleasure here to a"ttest. 

Other officials of long experience have relieved many a burden of administra
tion by working harmoniously together. Mention should here be made of the 
zeal and cheerfulness with which Miss Brayton has directed her staff of in
terested teachers and, in the housekeeping department, we have witnessed 
under Mrs. Swimm a devotion that in quantity and quality has been without 
precedent. 

A new system of accounting introduced in the middle of a fiscal period and 
at a time when our quota of office employees could not be increased, has im
posed a heavy burden upon the principal bookkeeper. Mrs. Ellery has been 
deprived of an uninterrupted vacation to undertake much extra work with a 
meagre staff. Arrangements have been made for another office employee early 
in the new year. 

On September 30, 1940, we lost the valuable services of Miss Meredith C. 
Stewart, Superintendent of Nurses, who resigned to be married. Her place 
was filled by the promotion of Mrs. Agnes R. Gay, another graduate of the 
Boston Children's Hospital Training School. 

Another associate, Miss Eleanor G. Lynch, whose clerical and secretarial 
services had come to M regarded as indispensable, also resigned on October 19, 
1940, to be married. We were fortunate in obtaining, by transfer from the 
Department of Civil Service and Registration, the services of Miss Rhea R. 
Paul, as a successor to Miss Lynch. 

The daily average number of officials and employees for the year has been 
143.29, or 13.71 less than the authorized quota, because of time lost on account 
of sickness, vacations and the fact that the positions of assistant physician and 
night watchman, purposely, have not been filled. 
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In acknowledging my indebtedness to the trustees whose considerate advice. 
readily available at all times, has helped so much to get our vision into more 
correct focus, I wish here to express my deep sorrow for the loss of an honored 
member of your board, Mr. Charles V. Reynolds, who died on May 13, 1940. 
For him, whom all knew affectionately as "Charlie" and whom the familiar 
name fitted so well, there is genuine regret at the school, as indeed there is 
everywhere in . this community, regret for the good man lost prematurely to 
many causes in which brain and heart were wholly enlisted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Superintendel/t 

November 30, 1939 . 
Admitted during year 
vVhole number under treatment 
Discharged 
November 30, 1940 . 

Average age of admissions 
Youngest . 
Oldest 
A verage daily number present 

STATISTICS 

CENSUS 

Yrs. 

8 

18 

School 
Department 

150 
108 
258 
102 
156 

:lIas. Days 
2 3 
1 9 
4 3 

205.78 

Hospital 
Department Total· 

122 272 
101 209' 
223 481 
118 220 
105 261 

Yrs. ]I.1os. Days 
7 8 17 

3 3 
18 11 S 

46.18 

NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF CHILDREN ADMITTED 

Birthplace 
Patient Father ~10ther 

Massachusetts 195 96 116 
Other New England States 4 13 15 
Other States 4 10 5 

Total Native 203 119 136 

OTHER COUNTRIES: 
Austria 1 1 
Canada 2 9 
Cape Breton Island 2 
Cape Verde Islands 3 1 
England 2 2 
Germany 2 2 
Greece 2 1 
Holland 1 
Ireland 7 6 
Italy 12 9 
Lithuania 1 
Madeira 2 2 
Newfoundland 1 
Nova Scotia 3 4 
Poland 1 
Russia 1 
Scotland 1 

Total Foreign 1 38 44 
Unknown 3 50 27 

207 207 207 



P.D.82 15 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School: 

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institution 
for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1940: 

Income 
Board of inmates 
Personal services: 

RECEIPTS 

Reimbursement from Board of Retirement 
Sales 
Rent. . . . . 
Refunds, account of previous years . 

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth: 
Advance fund . . 
Maintenance appropriation 

Total 

To the Treasury of the Commonwealth 
Maintenance appropriation 
Advance fund . . . . . 
Refunds, account of previous years . 

Appropriation current year 
Expenses as analyzed below 

PAYMENTS 

MAINTENANCE 

$68,426.79 

91.65 
266.42 
279.00 

96.05 

$20,000.00 
158,294.62 

$69,063.86 
158,294.62 

20,000.00 
96.05 

$245,904.55 
232,322.70 

$69,159.91 

178,294.62 

$247.454.53 

$247,454.53 

$13,581.85 
Total receipts and payments are in agreement with COl~lptrol1erJs books of accounts. 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES 

Personal Services 
Food. . . . 
Medical and General Care 
Religious Instruction . 
Farm. . . . . . 
Heat and Other Plant Operations. . 
Travel, Transportation and Office Expenses 
Garalfe and Grounds . 
Clothing and Materials . . 
Furnishings and Household Supplies 
Repairs, Ordinary . . . 
Repai rs and Renewals 

PER CAPITA 

During the year the average number of inmates has heen 251.96 
Total cost for maintenance, $232,322.70 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $17.73195 
Receipts from sales, $266.42 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $.0203 
All other institution receipts, $68,893.49 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $5.258 
Net weekly per capita cost. $12.4537 

Respectfully submitted, 

$152,636.42 
18,428.43 

5,832.68 
1,160.00 
9,721.60 

15,730.89 
2,063.59 
2,559.26 
3,578.64 
4,614.67 
2,897.79 

13,098.73 
$232,322.70 

JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Treasurer. 
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Land, 165.72 acres 
Buildings and equipment 

Personal property 

Total 

Hurricane and Flood Damage 
Balance November 30, 1940 

Verified: 

VALUATION 

K ovember 30, 1940 

Real Estate 

Personal Property 

SPECIAL ApPROPRIATIONS 

WALTER S. MORGAN, C omptrollpy. 

P.D.82 

$828,704.10 

$131,259.94 

$959,964.04 

Appropriation Expended 
$6,114.11 $272.78 

5,841.33 

$6,114.11 $6,114.11 
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