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EPIC Bootcamp Series 

  

Thank you to everyone who participated in and presented at the EPIC Partnerships Bootcamp 

on Friday, June 1st at Fitchburg State. This was the third in a series of Formal Review domain-

specific events designed to showcase the work completed as part of the Elevate Preparation 

and Impact Children (EPIC) Grant and provide participants with intensive, hands-on 

experience with resources to support continuous improvement in the key areas of data-driven 

decision making, field-based experiences, and partnerships. Over the three events, we had 

164 registrants from 49 Sponsoring Organizations. Here are some of the highlights of each 

bootcamp. 
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At the EPIC Continuous Improvement Bootcamp at Assumption College, participants: 

 Tested out their SO’s Educator Preparation Annual Snapshot (EPAS); 

 Explored data available to monitor individual program effectiveness; 

 Practiced writing high-quality evidence of impact statements for the off-site portion of 

formal review; and 

 Learned about and shared input on DESE's research agenda. 

At the EPIC Field-Based Experiences Bootcamp at the DCU Center, participants: 

 Learned about the new Pre-Practicum Guidelines 

 Participated in a demonstration of a Mixed-Reality Simulation; 

 Mapped out their programs’ practice opportunities from enrollment to practicum; 

 Calibrated on high-quality feedback to a candidate; and 

 Learned preliminary findings from DESE’s CAP Implementation Study 

At the EPIC Partnerships Bootcamp at Fitchburg State, participants: 

 Heard from a panel from Clark University and Worcester Public Schools on partnership 

best practices; 

 Learned about protocols and resources to support data-driven partnership meetings; 

 Explored the resources included in the Student Teaching Partnership Toolkit; and 

 Discussed ways that SOs can take the lead on leveraging partnerships to support 

standards-aligned curricula 

For access to all of the session materials and resources provided at each bootcamp, please 

visit https://tinyurl.com/EdPrepBootcamps2018 and feel free to reach out to 

EdPrep@doe.mass.edu with any questions. 
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CAP Corner 

 

What’s CAPpening?  

 

Reminder: Submit CAP data by July 15th 

 

The 2018 CAP data submission requirements are included in the Quick Reference Guide 

(QRG): CAP Data Collection. All required CAP data must be submitted to DESE by July 15th 

each year. This is a firm deadline after which your data will be reported into Edwin, so we 

encourage you to review and/or upload your data as early as you can. Remember -- 

incomplete or inaccurate submissions will affect your ability to access data in Edwin! 

 SOs using the CAP Online Platform should make sure that all required data is entered 

correctly and all CAP cycles are marked as ended. See the Data Collection QRG for 

more information.  

 For SOs not using the CAP Online Platform, the CAP import template is now available 

(see attached). Please review the QRG and follow the steps to successfully complete 

and upload your data by July 15th.  

 

CAP Manager Online Platform 2.0 Trainings 

 

DESE is offering training to CAP Managers (CM) on the new Online Platform this summer. 

Training is open to all CMs currently using the Online Platform as well as those who are 

considering it for the 2018-19 school year.  These sessions are designed to “train-the-trainer” 

in order to prepare CMs to train and support their Program Supervisors, Supervising 

Practitioners, and Teacher Candidates to use the system.  SOs not planning to use the Online 

Platform will continue to upload data by July 15 using the CAP data import template and are 

welcome,  but not required, to attend the training. 

  

CAP Manager Online Platform Training: 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/qrg-datacollection.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/qrg-datacollection.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/qrg-datacollection.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/qrg-datacollection.pdf
https://desecap.com/templates/CAP-Import.xlsx


Tuesday, June 19th, 10am-12pm at DESE 

Wednesday, August 8th, 10am-12pm at Cambridge College 

Thursday, August 9th, 10am-12pm at College of the Holy Cross 

Wednesday, August 15th, 10am-12pm at Springfield College 

Thursday, August 16th, 10am-12pm at Bridgewater State University 

  

Click HERE to register now for one of these dates. 

  

If you have questions about how you might use the CAP Online Platform to support effective 

CAP implementation at your organization this year, please reach out 

toedprep@doe.mass.edu.  

 
 

 

SMK Public Comment Open through end of June 

 

The Department has extended the public comment period for feedback on the Subject Matter 

Knowledge Guidelines through Friday, June 29. The guidelines describe the content 

knowledge educators should have for each license, and they also help drive instruction in 

educator preparation programs. By extending the deadline, we’re hoping to get more and 

diverse feedback. If you have not yet provided public comment, please take a few minutes to 

do so before the deadline. 

 

Based on significant feedback that we received previously on the subject matter knowledge 

guidelines for the Reading Specialist license, we’ll revert to previous subject matter knowledge 

(as noted in the draft guidelines) for Reading Specialist and will reconvene a working group to 

build out new subject matter knowledge guidelines in the fall. If you are interested in 

participating in the Reading Specialist working group, please contact Susan Kazeroid 

(skazeroid@doe.mass.edu) for the working group application.    

 

To provide public comment, please visit: Public Comment: Subject Matter Knowledge (SMK) 

Guidelines (May–June 2018). Anyone who needs assistance with the public comment survey 

or has any questions can email SMKRevisions@doe.mass.edu 
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UPDATE 2018 Stakeholder Surveys 

 

We are pleased to announce that the 2018 Stakeholder Surveys were administered to recent 

teacher completers, completers who have been teaching in an MA public school for one year, 

Supervising Practitioners, and Hiring Principals! We encourage you to reach out to your 

stakeholders, particularly recent completers and Supervising Practitioners to encourage them 

to reach out and take the survey! Sample language was sent out through the Ed Prep inbox for 

your use. We also want to note that the surveys have been shortened since last year to limit 

survey fatigue. Additionally, in partnership with the Office of Educator Licensure, we are please 

to offer recent completers who take the survey an accelerated review of their completed 

application for Initial licensure! Please reach out to your stakeholders to increase the response 

rate! Data will be available in Edwin this fall. 

 
 

 

Register for Edwin Open Office Hours! 

 

Are you interested in using Edwin Analytics, but aren’t sure where to start? Do you want 

support from DESE to help your organization understand where to go to find data? With the 

addition of several new features and reports, Edwin now contains more information than ever! 

To support Sponsoring Organizations in their use of Edwin, DESE is hosting a series of 

regional open office meetings throughout the year and invite all organizations to attend. 

In the Edwin Open Office Hours, you will have a chance to: 

 Get your questions about Edwin answered, either in a whole-group setting, or 1:1 

 Participate in activities that are meant to strengthen your understanding of Edwin 

Analytics 

 Have independent team time to work and plan 

 Learn about additional resources to use to support your understanding of Edwin 

We have one more date for 2018! 

 September 19th 10:00-12:00 The Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education, Malden 



Please let us know you are coming! Fill out this RSVP survey. Due to space limitations, we will 

be capping the number of people who can attend, so RSVP soon! https://tinyurl.com/ya29gflq 

 
 

 

Updates to MTEL Test Preparation Courses 

 

DESE maintains a list of MTEL test preparation courses offered by Massachusetts colleges 

and universities. We are making updates to the list of MTEL Test Preparation Courses offered 

across the state. Please review the link and send any updates to this resource page to 

edprep@doe.mass.edu.     

 
 

 

Standards-Based Learning Videos 

 

The Department’s Center for Instructional Support is excited to share a new set of 

videospresenting standards-based learning in Massachusetts. The Massachusetts Curriculum 

Frameworks provide educators, students, and families with clear and shared expectations for 

what students should know and be able to do at the end of each year. The videos give an 

overview of how in-service educators are approaching standards-based learning in different 

content areas and grades. Educator Preparation Providers can use these videos as a way to 

communicate to faculty, field supervisors, and candidates the PK-12 academic vision. These 

videos represent a promise of equitable education for all students. 

 
 

 

DESE Staffing Update 

 

Nicole DellaRocco, who lead the Department’s educator preparation data and research 

portfolio as well as several program reviews over the past four years, will be leaving our team 

at the end of the month to join an organization where she will support schools and districts 

throughout the country on the use of data and associated tools. We are excited to see Nicole 

extend her impact in this way but will certainly miss her and her contributions here in 

https://tinyurl.com/ya29gflq
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mtel/tprep_courses.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/


Massachusetts! As with any staff transition, we will continue to fully support this work and the 

field’s active and uninterrupted engagement in it. Please join us in wishing her the best of luck 

in her new work. 

 

 
 

 

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is committed to preparing all 

students for success in the world that awaits them after high school. Whether you are a 

student, parent, educator, community leader, taxpayer, or other stakeholder interested in 

education, we invite you to join us in this endeavor. 

  

We are guided by this mission… 

"To strengthen the Commonwealth's public education system so that every student is 

prepared to succeed in postsecondary education, compete in the global economy, and 

understand the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and in so doing, to close 

all proficiency gaps." 

  

And by these goals... 

 Strengthen curriculum, instruction, and assessment 

 Improve educator effectiveness 

 Turn around the lowest performing districts and schools 

 Use data and technology to support student performance 

To receive the monthly Educator Preparation Newsletter in your inbox, please subscribe 

to our list.  
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