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Montague. These fish, coupled with the more than 65,000 fish stocked last fall, will

provide some excellent fishing in the coming months. Stocking is scheduled to begin in

southeastern waters during the first full week of March with other regions of the state

expected to follow soon after. You can get daily stocking updates at Mass.gov/Trout

(/service-details/trout-stocking-report-0), or by contacting local district offices

(/service-details/contact-masswildlife-districts-for-local-information) for the latest stocking

information.

2019 spring trout stocking stats:

Most of the trout will be over 12 inches

More than 45%  of the trout will be over 14 inches

More than 45,000 brook trout will be over 12 inches

More than 50,000 brown trout will be over 12 inches

More than 194,000 rainbow trout will be over 14 inches

More than 800 brown trout will be over 18 inches

1,000 brook trout will be over 15 inches

More than 2,500 tiger trout  will be over 14 inches

After nearly 35 years of service, Dr. Tom French has retired from his positon as Assistant

Director of MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP).

Tom was hired in 1984 to lead the then newly-formed NHESP. With advanced degrees in

zoology, ecology, and systematics, Tom was one of the first MassWildlife employees to not

have a traditional game management background, and was the first employee hired to

hold a PhD. Tom’s unique background and experience helped NHESP grow to what it is

today, one of the strongest rare species programs in the country.  

Founding leader of MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage &
Endangered Species Program retires

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/trout-stocking-report-0
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/contact-masswildlife-districts-for-local-information
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Beginning with just four staff, NHESP has since grown to twenty-nine as the Program’s

responsibilities multiplied over time. Milestones along the way include the creation of the

state’s first regulatory list of endangered, threatened, and special concern species (1985),

passage of the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) in 1990, promulgation of

MESA regulations (1992), publication of the first BioMap (2001), partnering with Mass DOT

to create the Linking Landscapes Program (2009), publishing the 14th edition of the

Priority Habitat Maps to aid in regulatory review for rare species (2017), and more. During

these 35 years, bald eagles and peregrine falcons have returned to Massachusetts to nest

and have flourished, populations of red-bellied cooters have expanded and stabilized, and

northern right whales have become the center of extensive conservation attention.  By all

measures, Tom leaves behind an incredible legacy and leaves NHESP well positioned to

tackle conservation challenges into the future.

Although in a managerial position, Tom didn’t just sit at a desk. He remained active in field

work, especially when it came to scaling buildings, bridges, and cliffs to band peregrine

falcons. He gave numerous talks and published countless articles on the conservation

work of NHESP. He dissected prey item remains and prepared whale skeletons for

museum collections throughout the country. Tom is a naturalist who is passionate about

conservation and his active role in it.

MassWildlife is losing a great resource, friend, and advocate for the rare animals and plants

of Massachusetts. However, NHESP will continue on, like the well-oiled machine that it is,

because of Tom’s leadership and dedication in making the Program what it is today.

Best wishes on your retirement, Tom!

Black bears are now active and seeking food. If you live in northern Middlesex County,

Worcester County, western MA, or other areas where bears have been spotted, it's time to

take down your bird feeders. Bears will often ignore natural foods including skunk cabbage

in favor of an easy meal at a backyard bird feeder. Other species including wild turkeys

Black bears are active and searching for food: take
precautions



3/5/2019 MassWildlife Monthly March 2019 | Mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/masswildlife-monthly-march-2019 4/9

and coyotes may also frequent bird feeders leading to a variety of nuisance issues. To

avoid these problems, MassWildlife asks property owners to be proactive by removing bird

feeders and other potential food sources including garbage or open compost. If you enjoy

watching birds in your yard, MassWildlife suggests adding a water feature, growing native

plants, shrubs, and trees to attract birds. Individuals should also secure bee hives,

chickens (/service-details/protect-your-bees-and-chickens-from-black-bears), and livestock

(/service-details/protect-your-livestock-from-black-bears). Properly maintained electric fencing

(/files/documents/2018/05/10/Electric%20Fencing%20Guide%20to%20Prevent%20Bear%20Damage.pdf) is

the only way to protect chickens or bee hives from bears. Taking these actions may

prevent the unnatural feeding of bears and other kinds of neighborhood wildlife.

There are at least 4,500 black bears in Massachusetts and their range is expanding

eastward. Take action by educating yourself and your neighbors about proactive measures

to avoid conflicts with bears. Visit Mass.gov/Bears (/black-bears-in-massachusetts) for detailed

information and do your part to keep bears wild!

During winter, thick ice and heavy snow cover can result in low dissolved oxygen levels in

ponds. With increasing ice and snow packs, there is less light penetration through the

water column. This alters chemical and biological processes, often resulting in a winter fish

kill. 

The vast majority of fish kills turn out to be caused by a natural event. However, it’s

important for biologists to rule out other causes including pollution. Natural fish kills are

generally the result of low dissolved oxygen levels (anoxia), spawning stress or fish

diseases. Dissolved oxygen depletion is one of the most common causes of natural fish

kills. Weedy ponds that are less than 15 feet deep are particularly vulnerable. This can be

the case at any time of the year but generally occurs during severe winters or late

spring/early summer.

Ice anglers may encounter signs of a low oxygen environment when they drill through the

ice and notice the smell of rotten egg or observe sluggish or dying shiners. The odor is

Report winter fish kills

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/protect-your-bees-and-chickens-from-black-bears
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/protect-your-livestock-from-black-bears
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/05/10/Electric%20Fencing%20Guide%20to%20Prevent%20Bear%20Damage.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/black-bears-in-massachusetts
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hydrogen sulfide gas which is a natural byproduct of low dissolved oxygen environments,

and is not likely the result of pollution. Oxygen levels will be return to normal shortly after

the ice melts in the spring.

If you observe dead fish, contact the Environmental Police's 24-hour radio room at 1 (800)

632-8075. A MassWildlife biologist will review each situation to determine whether the kill

is natural or requires a site investigation.  

This February, the Massachusetts Youth Turkey Hunt Program was honored with a national

award by the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) at their annual conference in

Nashville, Tennessee. The Youth Turkey Hunt Program was recognized as one of the top

five youth programs in the country. The Program was also selected as the national winner

of the NWTF Recruitment, Retention, and Reactivation (R3) Award for its achievements in

engaging with young hunters. The Youth Turkey Hunt Program provides a safe and fun

introduction to the world of turkey hunting for young people between 12 and 17 years old.

The seminar portion of the program includes firearms shooting and safe handling in the

field, turkey hunting techniques, regulations, ethics, and game preparation. Following the

seminar, adult mentor hunters provide a guided hunt for youth participants on the

designated youth turkey hunt date in April.

The Youth Turkey Hunt Program is a partnership between MassWildlife, the Massachusetts

Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, and participating sportsmen's clubs. Upon

receiving the award, Massachusetts NWTF Chapter President Keith Fritze said, “The NWTF

State Chapter is honored to play a part in the achievements of this program.  We

appreciate and enjoy working with the dedicated employees of MassWildlife, the

participating sportsman’s clubs, our corporate partners, and the backbone of the program

—the devoted volunteers and mentors.”  MassWildlife Director Mark Tisa who was on also

on hand to accept the award added, “I am truly honored to accept this award on behalf of

MassWildlife. These kinds of programs are a great example of the power of partnerships.”

Massachusetts Youth Turkey Hunt Program receives
national award
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The Massachusetts Young Adult Turkey Hunting Program

(/guides/youth-turkey-hunt-program) is designed to provide hunters aged 12–17 with an

opportunity to:

Participate in a field workshop that provides specialized training in turkey hunting and

safety, including firearms instruction and practice.

Hunt wild turkey under the supervision and guidance of a safe, experienced, adult

hunter serving as a mentor on a special day set aside just for young adults.

The Youth Turkey Hunt consists of a pre-hunt seminar and a one-day mentored

hunt. Hunter safety is emphasized throughout the program to build confidence in young

hunters so they feel comfortable hunting alone or with others. New participants must

complete the mandatory youth turkey seminar to obtain a permit for the special Young

Adult Turkey Hunt Day (April 27, 2019). Click here for a list of the 2019 participating clubs

and seminar dates. (/guides/youth-turkey-hunt-program#find-a-mandatory-youth-turkey-seminar)  All

participants must have a valid Hunter Education certificate prior to participating in the

hunt.

New participants need to register and must complete the Youth Turkey seminar. Fill out

the youth participant form

(/files/documents/2019/02/13/New%20YATH%20Participant%20Registration%20Form.pdf).

Returning participants ages 12–14 must add a Youth Turkey Permit to their customer

profile in MassFishHunt. Click here for instructions

(/files/documents/2019/01/16/Youth%20Turkey%20Permit%20Instructions%20for%20Ages%2012-14.pdf).

Returning participants ages 15–17 must add the Youth Turkey Authorization 15–17 to their

permit. Click here for instructions

(/files/documents/2019/01/16/Youth%20Turkey%20Authorization%20Instructions%20for%20Ages%2015-17.pdf)

2019 Youth Turkey Hunt

Continuing the legacy of Scott Melvin

https://www.mass.gov/guides/youth-turkey-hunt-program
https://www.mass.gov/guides/youth-turkey-hunt-program#find-a-mandatory-youth-turkey-seminar
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/02/13/New%20YATH%20Participant%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/01/16/Youth%20Turkey%20Permit%20Instructions%20for%20Ages%2012-14.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/01/16/Youth%20Turkey%20Authorization%20Instructions%20for%20Ages%2015-17.pdf
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Scott Melvin was a former senior zoologist working within MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage

and Endangered Species Program. He was an internationally known leader in coastal

waterbird conservation. Scott had an unwavering commitment to conservation, leading

efforts to protect piping plovers for over 30 years. His good humor, pragmatism, and

expertise won the respect of everyone, even those with opposing views. Scott also

mentored many biologists entering the field. He recognized that working with beach-

nesting birds provided an important real-world learning opportunity to train the next

generation of natural resource managers.

Scott passed away prematurely in 2014. However, his legacy lives on. The Massachusetts

Outdoor Heritage Foundation (https://www.massoutdoorheritage.org/) created the Scott Melvin

Memorial Fund honor Scott’s memory and his enduring contributions to wildlife

conservation. Thanks to the generosity of donors, the Scott Melvin Fund supports small

research grants and a fellowship. Last year, the first researchers were awarded grants from

the Scott Melvin Memorial Fund. Each awarded grant supported graduate student

research on piping plovers or terns. The 2018 grant recipients were:

Michelle Stantial—Using miniaturized GPS tags to study breeding season habitat use

and migration in threatened piping plovers

Brynna McGlathery—Duxbury Beach piping plover replicated nesting habitat

assessment 2018

Katie Walker—Assessing piping plover post fledging survival and migratory stopover

locations using nanotags

In addition to the research grants, the Scott Melvin Memorial Fellowship was awarded to

Jasmine Weber-Pierson. Jasmine worked with Mass Audubon and MassWildlife on piping

plover and tern conservation.

Help continue the success of the first year of Melvin Fund projects this upcoming summer

and for years to come. Learn how you can support the Scott Melvin Memorial Fund

(https://www.massoutdoorheritage.org/melvin-fund.html).

The Massachusetts Outdoor Heritage Foundation was created as a private-sector partner

to MassWildlife, focusing on fundraising, accepting project-restricted donations, and

https://www.massoutdoorheritage.org/
https://www.massoutdoorheritage.org/melvin-fund.html
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providing funding in support of MassWildlife’s mission. The MOHF has a simple, singular

goal—to guarantee that the vital connection and the personal renewal experienced in the

Commonwealth’s great remaining wildlife lands and natural areas will endure, and

continue to delight and sustain both residents and visitors forever.
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