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BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Administration, in conjunction with the Massachusetts

Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) and the Massachusetts Dairy Promotion
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Board (MDPB), today awarded six grants totaling $190,067 to projects which seek to

advance the image, sales and demand for Massachusetts dairy products.

“Massachusetts is home to over 117 family-run dairy farms, and our administration is

committed to supporting the efforts and longevity of the state’s important dairy industry,”

said Governor Charlie Baker. “The funds awarded by the Massachusetts Department of

Agricultural Resources and Massachusetts Dairy Promotion Board will continue to educate

consumers about the culinary and economic contributions of dairy farmers.”

The MDPB, a nine-member board of state officials and dairy farmers formed to promote

Massachusetts dairy products, is chaired by the MDAR commissioner and helps promote

increased consumption of dairy products through effective use of promotion, education

and research. The MDPB Grant Program, overseen by the board, is funded by the state’s

dairy farmers.

“The Commonwealth’s dairy farms are a critical part of the state’s food system and

agricultural production,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew

Beaton. “The grants funded through the Dairy Promotion Grant program will elevate the

awareness of Massachusetts’ dairy products to the consuming public.”

“This grant program provides funding opportunities to non-profit organizations to carry

out the mission of the Massachusetts Dairy Promotion Board which is to enhance the

consumption of Massachusetts dairy products,” said MDAR Commissioner John Lebeaux. 

Organization Town Project Amount

Community

Involved in

Sustaining

Agriculture (CISA)

South

Deerfield

Educating the public about the value of

Massachusetts dairy agriculture products

$34,517

Eastern States

Exposition

West

Springfield

Promoting the Massachusetts dairy industry

through various venues including signage,

$11,000



“Since the nineteenth century, the Essex Agricultural Society and the Topsfield Fair have

showcased the fruits of our dairy sector to countless people from both inside and outside

the Commonwealth,” said State Senator Joan Lovely (D-Salem).  “In 2018, I proudly

served as an honorary cattle judge at the 200  Topsfield Fair and am pleased that this

grant will help to continue to publicize the vital efforts of the women and men working in

the Massachusetts dairy industry.”

“Dairy farms are a vital part of the Massachusetts economy,” said State Representative

Brad Hill (R-Ipswich).  “With the awarding of these grants, we are helping to ensure their

future viability through marketing initiatives that promote and recognize our local dairy

farms.  I would like to especially commend the Essex Agricultural Society/Topsfield Fair on

their work over the last 200 years to preserve and promote agriculture and our state’s

dairy farmers.”

video development, and cooking

demonstrations

Essex Agricultural

Society/Topsfield

Fair

Topsfield Promoting the Massachusetts dairy industry

through consumer education

$20,000

Massachusetts

Association of

Dairy Farmers

Conway Completing Phase III in the trademark process

of the “Splash in Every Glass” promotional

initiative

$24,550

New England Dairy

Food Council

Boston Providing sub-grants to schools as part of the

Fuel Up to Play 60 initiative

$60,000

New England Dairy

Promotion Board

Boston Advancing the image of MA dairy farmers,

and constructing a new interactive dairy

focused exhibit

$40,000

th



“This grant funding will help advance awareness of the local dairy industry by improving

and modernizing the industry’s marketing practices,” said State Senator James T. Welch

(D-West Springfield). “By investing in proven ways to market consumer products the state

is reaffirming its commitment to helping small businesses and promote the local dairy

industry.”

“It is great to see the Commonwealth and nonprofits collaborate to help promote the

Massachusetts dairy industry,” said State Representative Michael Finn (D-West

Springfield).  “The Eastern States Exposition has always been a great ally to the local

agricultural industry and with this grant funding they will be able to use their resources to

increase visibility and awareness of Massachusetts dairy products.”
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Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
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EEA seeks to protect, preserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s environmental

resources while ensuring a clean energy future for the state’s residents. Through
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the stewardship of open space, protection of environmental resources, and

enhancement of clean energy, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental

Affairs works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a wonderful place to live, work, and

raise a family.
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Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
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The Department’s mission is to help keep the Massachusetts’ food supply safe

and secure, and to work to keep Massachusetts agriculture economically and

environmentally sound.

More  (/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-agricultural-resources)
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